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Chairman’s Column
The Anderson Medal
The Anderson Medal for 2013 (for a book published in 2012), has been
awarded to Professor Andrew Lambert of King’s College London for his
book The Challenge: Britain against America in the Naval War of 1812.
(Faber and Faber, London 2012)
Andrew Lambert is the Laughton Professor of Naval History in the
Department of War Studies at King’s College. He has taught at Bristol
Polytechnic, (now the University of West of England), the Royal Naval
Staff College, Greenwich, and the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst.
As well as being a member of the Society for Nautical Research, he is a
Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and also Director of the Laughton
Naval History Unit at King’s. His particular focus is on the naval and
strategic history of the British Empire between the Napoleonic Wars and
the First World War, and the early development of naval historical writing.
Always popping up on television, he has written a number of important
and influential books on British naval history mainly of the first half of the
nineteenth century. His work has addressed a range of issues, including
technology, policy-making, regional security, deterrence, historiography,
crisis management and conflict.
Each year, in memory of Dr Roger Charles Anderson, the Society
awards the Anderson Medal for a book on maritime history published
during the previous year. A published work of non-fiction covering any
aspect of maritime history, such as archaeology, biography, economy,
exploration, hydrography, industry, navigation, oceanography, science,
shipbuilding, strategy, etc. Preference is given, in order, to the sole work
of one author, to joint works by a small group of authors, and then to
edited works. Part works and incomplete multi-volumes (e.g. trilogies) are
not normally considered for the award of the Anderson medal.
Dr Roger Charles Anderson was a founder member of the SNR.
He became the Hon. Editor for the first time in 1913, and many of the
informative articles in the early issues were written by him. He also used
the non de plume ‘South Goodwin’ to contribute through the years.
He served as Hon. Editor from 1913–23, 1931–2 and 1939–46, and was
President of the Society from 1931-61.
He was an original member of the board of Trustees of the National
Maritime Museum (NMM) as first constituted, and he went on to succeed
Earl Stanhope as Chairman of Trustees from 1959 to 1962. His nautical
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library contained many items and books, including many important
overseas works, and these, along with his equally important collection of
ship models, were donated to the NMM.
Anderson was himself a prolific author with a special interest in the
building and rigging of early sailing ships. He published a number of books
which still stand the test of time including Naval Wars in the Baltic (1910),
The Rigging of Ships in the Days of the Spritsail and Topmast, 1600-1720
(1927), Naval Wars in the Levant (1952), Seventeenth Century Rigging
(1955); and Oared Fighting Ships (1962).
I should also note that when he died in 1976 at the age of 95, Roger
Anderson left a legacy to the Society which allows the Society annually
to award grants of up to £2,000 to support research into any aspect of
maritime history.
Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s Notes
Please read the information regarding the AGM and Victory dinner. Full
information was given in the February MM. It would be nice to see as many
members as possible attending. It is always a very interesting meeting and
a chance to catch up with other members of the society.
My apologies for the late production of Topmasts 10 which is entirely
due to my inability to tame my new computer and to successfully transfer
stored information from my old PC. However, the upside is that the new
programme is much faster and has many more features which I will have a
couple of months to master before Topmasts 11 is due in August.
I am always pleased to receive news from overseas and would welcome
any new articles from SNR correspondents around the world. One of
our most prolific correspondents, Dr Gerard Acda in the Netherlands is
retiring and I would like to place on record my appreciation of the many
fine pieces that he has contributed to the SNR newsletters over the years.
Later in this issue there is a notice welcoming his successor, Ron Brand,
MA curator of the Maritime Museum in Rotterdam.
A very pleasing feature in this issue of Topmasts is the large list of new
members from all over the world, see page 18. My thanks to Helen Garvey
for keeping me up to date with membership matters.
You will see that the Flinders unveiling is now quite imminent and
there is a full report on progress and events planned for this important
bicentenary. All being well, commuters at Euston will be welcomed by
the stunning memorial statue to Flinders when they hit the concourse
on Monday 21 July. Virgin trains will be running the newly christened
Matthew Flinders engine on their main line service too. Congratulations
to Peter Ashley and all those involved in the progress that has been made
towards bringing this project to fruition.
Finally, may I ask you to look at the end page where I have asked for
approaches from candidates to become the new editor of Topmasts. It is a
very satisfying job producing this quarterly newsletter for SNR members
and you will be given a great deal of help and support by the team.
Barry Coombs
topmasts@snr.org.uk
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AGM and Dinner on board HMS Victory
14 June 2014
3.00–5.15 p.m. (approx.) Annual General Meeting on the Princess Royal
gallery of the National Museum of the Royal Navy, Portsmouth. The
papers for the meeting will be sent out as usual with the Mariner’s
Mirror.
5.30–6.30 p.m. Tour of HMS Victory to which all members are invited.
6.30 p.m. Reception on the quarter deck
7.00 p.m. Sit down to a three-course dinner in the atmospheric lower gun
deck
9.30p.m. Leave the ship.
Numbers to dine on board are strictly limited to a maximum of 96 persons.
The charge for the dinner and reception remains at £65 per person.
Members wishing to book should use the facility on the website or send
their names and those of their guest with a cheque payable to the Society
for Nautical Research to:
Dr Byrne McLeod, Honorary Secretary,
The Society for Nautical Research,
14 Milton Place, Gravesend, Kent DA12 2BT
Tel. 01474 322499, email honsec@snr.org.uk
If you require a special diet or vegetarian meal please advise the Hon.
Sec. at the time of booking. Those needing car parking in the dockyard
are asked to provide the secretary with the make, colour and registration
number of the vehicle. Because of security requirements those who enter
the dockyard car park must carry identity. A passport or photo driving
licence will be sufficient.

International Fenland Study Days?
Linked River and Seagoing Trade in the Days of Sail
The fanciful description ‘sow and piglets’ was sometimes applied to coasting
trade in the North Sea and the various river systems that linked up with it
along the English and Scottish coastline. The Ouse–Nene Complex, home
of the old-time Fenland lighters, figured prominently in this important
pattern of mutually supportive fresh and salt water commerce.
Various regional bodies are currently considering ways to develop
awareness of this matter, including the broader aspects and contexts –
historical, literary, and so forth. Peterborough on the River Nene and St
Ives on the River Great Ouse have witnessed significant meetings this year.
It is of particular interest that St Ives Town Council has recently published
an illustrated statement, ‘The Old Riverport in St Ives’, indicating how
such thinking (expressed in various forms) could be a means to revitalize
the town centre.
One current idea involves wide-ranging ‘study days’. The aim would be
to attract a varied spectrum of contributors, both from within the region
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and also from further afield. This would allow the natural flow of the
concept to embrace, for example, privateering’s influence out at sea and,
therefore, its eventual effect upon related riverine activity. Consideration
of similar circumstances in various parts of the world could well be
included for comparative purposes.
This present notice amounts to ‘testing the water’ in terms of possible
contributors and possible areas of study and discussion. All enquiries and
suggestions most welcome. Please contact Councillor John Souter, TORP
Implementation Working Party, Town Hall, St Ives, Cambridgeshire,
PE27 5AL (website in preparation), or the Fenland Lighter Project website

Flinders Bicentenary

The Matthew Flinders Bicentenary plans for unveiling his statue at
Euston Station remain on schedule and it is hoped that the unveiling
will be complete and the statue installed on its plinth during the week
commencing 20 July. As you see from the photographs, it will be a fine
memorial to this remarkable navigator. A limited number of maquettes
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(see picture attached) are available from Peter Ashley. Please contact him
at picamar87@hotmail.com for information on purchasing one of these
fine replicas or to make a donation to the Flinders Memorial Project.
Already 43 of the 75 maquettes have been purchased with other orders in
the pipeline
Virgin Trains are naming one of their engines after Matthew Flinders
around the same time and this will be seen frequently at Euston Station.
An event was held on 27 March hosted by Patricia Hewitt of BT and Mike
Rann, the Australian High Commissioner, in the rotating glass top of the
BT Tower and was a great success. There were several VIPs among the 70
strong guests, one of whom was Sir David Higgins, head of Network Rail
and HS2, who assured Peter Ashley that the long term safety of the statue
would be safeguarded whatever the impact of HS2 might be at Euston
Station. The BT Tower was chosen for the venue as it stands on the site of
the house where Matthew Flinders lived and died in July 1814. Follow the
link for more information: http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/world/
renowned-explorer-matthew-flinders-is-lying-in-the-path-of-londonrail-link-and-could-be-exhumed/story-fni6um3i-1226839791252
The Chairman of the MFMS Steering Committee was able to announce
that an agreement had been reached with Flinders University in Adelaide
that any excess funds would be used to set up an annual Flinders Scholarship
whereby a UK student would be selected and awarded a scholarship at
Flinders University. Details will follow and be reported in a later issue of
Topmasts.
Content for a new Flinders website has been processed and can be
accessed via www.flindersmemorial.org. A QR code will be attached to the
front of the plinth to enable visitors to access the website while standing in
front of the statue with their SMART devices.
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Photographs of the clay model of the Flinders statue taken in the sculptor’s studio in February 2014
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The clay model of the statue was completed at the Ludlow Studio of
Mark Richards (see the illustrations above) and on 1 April was shipped
to the Castle Fine Arts Foundry in Oswestry. Production of the bronze
statue and plinth remains on schedule.
Another Matthew Flinders statue unveiling is scheduled to take place at
Circular Quay, Sydney, Australia on 18 July 2014.
Stop Press It has just been confirmed that Dr Gillian Dooley from
Flinders University in Adelaide, who was exceptionally helpful to me
while I was in South Australia, will be giving a lecture at the Institute
of Historical research, University of London on 7 October 2014 entitled
‘Matthew Flinders: the Man behind the Map of Australia’. Do make a
diary note of this event. She will also be speaking at Donington and details
will be published in the August issue of Topmasts.

The Royal Australian Mint
Flinders Commemoratives.
The Royal Australian Mint has produced a series of commemorative coins
and medals to mark the Flinders Bicentenary and details of these can be
accessed at their website www.ramint.gov.au. As you can see from the
photographs below, they are a very attractive souvenir of this event. See
https://eshop.ramint.gov.au/product-category.aspx?KWD=flinders
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New Series from I. B. Tauris
and the National Museum of the Royal Navy
A History of the Royal Navy: a series of four new volumes
From the publisher’s website, www.ibtauris.com/royal-navy
‘The history of the Royal Navy series provides a complete history of the
Royal navy from its creation to the present day. These volumes are written
by experienced naval historians and feature the latest cutting edge research,
as well as many illustrations from the museum’s collections.’
‘The role in Britain’s history of the Royal Navy is all too easily and too
often overlooked; this series will go a long way to redressing the balance.
Anyone with an interest in British history in general or the Royal Navy in
particular will find this series an invaluable and enjoyable resource.’
Tim Benbow, Defence Studies Department, King’s College London
The first three books have just been released:
Martin Robson, King’s College London and University of Plymouth,
A History of the Royal Navy: The Napoleonic Wars, 2014, 256 pp, hbk,
isbn 9781780765440, £20.00
Duncan Redford, National Museum of the Royal Navy, and Philip D.
Grove, Britannia Royal Naval College, The Royal Navy: A History Since
1900, 2014, 352 pp, hbk, isbn 9781780767826, £25.00
Duncan Redford, National Museum of the Royal Navy, A History of the
Royal Navy: World War II, 2014, 256 pp, hbk, isbn 9781780765464, £20
**A special discount of 30% is available to SNR members quoting code
AN2 at the checkout at www.ibtauris.com/royal-navy
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Books by Members
Tim Voelcker (ed.) Broke of the Shannon and the War of 1812
Seaforth Publishing, 2013, 226 pp, hbk, ISBN 9781848321793 £19.99
This illustrated hardback was launched on 12 October 2013 at the Broke
Bicentenary International Symposium in Ipswich. It contains contributions
from distinguished historians of all three countries involved, on how and
why the war started, who, if anybody, won and how Captain Broke from
Nacton turned the tide of war with his dramatic victory in HMS Shannon‘s
duel with the USS Chesapeake. The other six speakers and seven more
writers cover details of the battle, Broke’s life and his delightful letters to
his wife, his revolutionary innovations in naval gunnery, contemporary
ballads and poems to celebrate his victory, humorous political cartoons of
the time and other details of this little-known war.
A special members price direct from the author is £15 plus £3 p+p.
Copies signed by Dr Voelcker, the editor and part-author are available
on request. Order either by post with cheque payable to Tim Voelcker
and sent to him at The Old Rectory, Bucklesham, Ipswich IP10 0DX or
by emailing him at timvoelcker@lineone.net (payable by Paypal). Please
include your name, address and a contact number with your order.

The Fenland Lighter Project
In January of this year, the FLP had interesting correspondence with
Allan Archaeology Ltd in connection with that firm’s noteworthy
activities in this region. Among other developments, the same firm was
given permission to produce some graphic material from the FLP website:
this involves the medieval stone barges which, in function at least, can be
viewed as ancestors of the Fenland lighters – see
Mariner’s Mirror, 79 (1993) pp 458–60.
Another welcome development centres on the
St Ives local authority magazine, aptly named
The Bridge. St Ives stands on the banks of the
Great Ouse, and the town has a long history
of interaction with this region’s waterways.
Material from the FLP website has already
appeared in The Bridge and discussion of further
cooperation is in hand.
On very different matter, the FLP column
in Topmasts 8 (November 2013) regarding
eighteenth-century Anglo-Russian vermicular
craft has produced various enquiries. The
following information may be helpful to others.
The diagram depicting the Imperial Vermicular
was based on a comment by Jeremy Bentham,
writing from Zabrodas during May 1787 (I. R.
Christie (ed.), The Correspondence of Jeremy
Bentham, London University Press (Athlone
Press), 1971, vol. 3 pp 537–44). A letter from
9
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Professor Christie, dated 8 August 1987, discussed possible design links
between ‘vermiculars’ and Fenland lighters, is included in the FLP’s papers
together with an offprint of a relevant article (Slavonic and East European
Review, specified in Topmasts as above) kindly presented at the same time.
Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website for information on a range of
related matters.
Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.
html for more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

The National Museum for the Royal Navy
Visit their website www.nmrn.org.uk to see the exciting summer
programme of events including the restored First World War submarine
HMS Alliance open now at the Royal Navy Submarine Museum after a
£6.75 million conservation project and the forthcoming new display to
commemorate the War in the Pacific.

The Royal Museums Greenwich
Longitude Examined:
Tercentenary conference of the history of the Board of
Longitude and the determination of longitude at sea
25 & 26 July 2014
This major international conference marks the tercentenary of the passage of
the Longitude Act on 20 July 1714. It offers the opportunity to discuss the
history of the Board of Longitude during its subsequent century of activity,
and the broad implications of the enterprises to determine longitude at
sea. This is a conference designed for the general public which will address
the main elements of the narrative of reward, discovery, controversy and
excitement that surrounded the longitude projects of the time. The conference
will explore how navigational techniques changed, how the Board worked,
the influence it exerted and its very wide cultural, institutional and social
significance. The conference is organized under the auspices of the AHRC
project The Board of Longitude1714 to 1828 Science, innovation and empire
in the Georgian world. It coincides with the opening of a major exhibition
on longitude at the National Maritime Museum.

The British Maritime History Series at the Institute of
Historical Research oct 2014 to April 2015.
The programme for this seminar series which begins on 7 October 2014
will be published in July and will be featured in the August Topmasts. If
you wish to receive it by email please contact research@rmg.co.uk. The
full list of upcoming conferences and seminars organized by the Curatorial
Research Department at the National Maritime Museum and all the other
exciting activities there can be accessed via their website www.rmg.co.uk.
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Under the auspices of
the Society for Nautical Research,
The Naval Review and the
Britannia Naval Research Association
with the support of the Hudson Trust

‘The German Submarine War
1914-1918’
Dr N.A.M. Rodger

All Souls College, University of Oxford
The event will include a lecture by the winner of the
BritishNavalHistory.com

Graduate Researcher Essay Competition 2014
and a talk about Alan Villiers’ photography

St Edmund Hall, University of Oxford
Wednesday 1st October 2014
Registration from 12.30pm | Lunch at 1.00pm
Lectures begin promptly at 2.00pm
Dinner 7.30pm (at a separate cost to be advised)

Ticket to include lunch and refreshments £25.00
Lectures only – no charge, entrance on application
For more information please contact the AVML event
organisers at: avmlpurser@ntlworld.com

U-boat sinking a Britsh merchant ship, Willy Stöwer 1915
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Call For Papers
Sixth Thames Shipbuilding Symposium
The Docklands History Group is now seeking speakers and papers for its
2015 Annual Symposium, which will be the sixth Thames Shipbuilding
Symposium. The Group is interested in hearing from those who might be
able to contribute a short talk (typically 30 minutes) on a relevant subject
to the usual mixed specialist and non-specialist audience. The symposium
will take place at the Museum of London Docklands, which is close to
Canary Wharf, in Spring 2015. It is intended that a set of proceedings
will be published within a year of the symposium. These papers will offer
contributors the opportunity to present fuller and more detailed versions
of their talks.
Although the symposia in this series have, so far, presented some 48
papers, there is still more to do. Back at the second symposium, in 2003,
Stuart Rankin made a clarion call for further research. While this has,
thankfully, been generally heeded, his comment that London marine
engine builders and the shipyards of Deptford Creek have been ‘sadly
neglected’ remains just as valid today. Other areas which would also
merit further research include labour organisation, shipyard design and
layout, the impact of changing technologies, and the interface trades of
ship repairing and shipbreaking. There are still shipyards – especially
some seventeenth- and eighteenth-century ones – whose actual locations
and operational dates remain hazy. There is still much more that could be
done on the better known larger yards, including the great Blackwall Yard
and the Thames Ironworks. Yard ship lists can always be improved. The
cultural and family aspects of the lives of working shipwrights, sawyers,
caulkers, ship joiners, platers, boilermakers, engineers and associated
craftsmen remain very fertile fields for further research. The actual
processes of shipbuilding – including tendering, design, programming,
materials provision, financial control and man management – also remain
rewarding areas for further work.
To register an interest in submitting an informal proposal, or for further
details, please email the group at: info@docklandshistorygroup.org.uk

The E G R Taylor Lecture
The E. G. R. Taylor Lecture for 2014 will be held at the House of the
Royal Geographical Society, 1 Kensington Gore, London, SW7 2AR on 9
October at 6.30 p.m. It is being organized this year by the Royal Institute
of Navigation on ‘Time for Navigation in the Chronometer Age’.
The longitude problem of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
led to remarkable achievements in astronomy, horology and instrumentmaking. By the 1830s, most ships on the seas were equipped with a
selection of marine chronometers and deck watches.
This development meant that two groups of practitioners needed access
to accurate standard time. The first was the makers of these life-saving
horological masterpieces. The second was the navigating officers who
needed to set their machines to home time before setting sail. To serve
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these users, complex technological and social networks of time distribution
spread through major maritime towns and cities.
In this illustrated talk, David Rooney, Curator of Time, Navigation
and Transport at the Science Museum, will describe the time networks of
London in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries which kept a maritime
nation afloat.
Admission to the lecture is free and no booking is required. Members of
the Hakluyt Society and other sponsoring societies (the Royal Geographical
Society, the Society for Nautical Research, and the Royal Institute of
Navigation) may book supper afterwards at the Royal Geographical
Society by telephoning the Events Office, 020 7591 3100, between 9.30 and
17.30, Monday to Friday. Supper will cost £30.00 for a two-course candlelit meal and coffee with two glasses of wine or fruit juice. The deadline for
booking suppers will be 12 noon on Friday 3 October, and it is regretted
that cancellations after this date cannot be considered. Doors will be open
at 17.30 and access will be via the Kensington Gore entrance to the Royal
Geographical Society. A pay bar will be open from 17.30 to 18.30.

The Centenary of World War I History at Sea
naval-history.net
Naval-History.Net has prepared for the centenary for some years. Current
projects include:
•

Chronology providing the political and military background to the
war at sea.
• Naval Operations by Corbett and Newbolt – many of the excellent
plans are online including all the battle of Jutland – and the threevolume Merchant Navy histories by Hurd.
• Navy despatches and relevant army despatches from the London
Gazette. Also Royal Navy honours and gallantry awards by award
and by Gazette date. A name index is in preparation.
• Royal Navy and Royal Marine casualties (researched by Don Kindell
working with the Naval Historical Branch (MoD)), as well as those of
the Dominion Navies and US Navy and Marine Corps.
• Royal Navy warships and auxiliaries from the invaluable Ships of the
Royal Navy 1914–1919 by Dittmar and Colledge. Although still in
progress, all warships and many of the auxiliaries are listed by name
and by type/class.
• British warship logbooks of the First World War period totalling some
300,000 pages. The logs of over 300 ships have been transcribed, and
most are online. They include coverage of battle of the Falklands,
the Northern Patrol, the Dardanelles, East Africa, the transAtlantic
convoys, Indian Ocean and China Station, amounting to some 60 to 70
per cent of all major warship movements 1914–18, outside of British
home waters.
All these resources and more including battle summaries can be accessed
from the top right-hand column of www.naval-history.net
Gordon Smith mba ceng
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ISHMap-List
A new listserv for all things about map history
The International Society for the History of the Map (ISHMap) has just
launched a new listserv to promote discussion about any topic in the field
of map history. As with the old maphist listerv, all postings are delivered
directly into your email inbox; you can choose whether to receive each
posting individually or to receive groups of postings in a single digest.
You do not need to be a member of ISHMap to subscribe and comment
to the new listserv. You may unsubscribe at any time.
To subscribe to ISHMap-List, simply point your web browser to http://
ishm.elte.hu/?q=node/21 and provide your email address and name.
Sarah Tyacke, ISHMap Secretary

SNR (South) Programme
The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.
For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new web
site www.snrsouth.org.uk. New material or queries should be addressed
to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld.com

Royal Museums Greenwich
National Maritime Museum Lectures 2014
25–26 July 2014 Longitude Examined Tercentenary conference on the
history of the Board of Longitude and the determination of
longitude at sea.
For further details access the website www.rmg.co.uk or to be put on the
mailing list for the full lecture programme contact Sophie Sheppard on 020
8312 6716 or at research@rmg.co.uk.
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The Edward S. Miller Research Fellowship
in Naval History
The Naval War College Foundation intends to award one grant of $2,000
to the researcher with the greatest need and can make the optimum use of
the research materials for naval history located in the Naval War College’s
Archives, Naval Historical Collection, Naval War College Museum, and
Henry E. Eccles Library. Further information on the manuscript and
archival collections and finding aids are available on request from the
Head, Naval Historical Collection, Naval War College. Email: evelyn.
cherpak@usnwc.edu This information can also be found on the website of
the US Naval War College http://usnwc.edu/archives
The recipient will be a Research Fellow in the Naval War College’s
Maritime History Department, which will provide administrative support
during the research visit. Submit detailed research proposal that includes
a full statement of financial need and comprehensive research plan for
optimal use of Naval War College materials, curriculum vitae, at least two
letters of recommendation, and relevant background information to Miller
Naval History Fellowship Committee, Naval War College Foundation,
686 Cushing Road, Newport RI 02841-1207, by 1 August 2014. For
further information, contact the chair of the selection committee at john.
hattendorf@usnwc.edu Employees of the US Naval War College or any
agency of the US Department of Defence are not eligible for consideration;
EEO/AA regulations apply.

The San Marcos Project
Sean Rickard has been elected Press Officer for the newly formed
committee of the San Marcos Project and wrote to advise Topmasts of
the exciting progress in their search for the Spanish Armada wreck – San
Marcos at Seafield, Quilty, Co. Clare, Eire.
The project having received its surveying licence is the brainchild of
John L. Treacy, ex-Irish Navy veteran and PhD History candidate at
Mary Immaculate College. Several experts in a variety of related fields
attended the inaugural meeting and presented some very promising results
for the intended search. Among them was a representative from one
related government agency to informally assist the project with some very
exciting data and professionally expertise. The San Marco Project enjoys
the support of several regional subaqua clubs and initial exploration diving
is planned to start in May 2014.
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Maritime History North
Maritime History North has two dates for your diaries. Their autumn
seminar Food and the Sea will beheld on Saturday 4 October in Liverpool.
Four presentations will be made, each by a distinguished lecturer who
is a master in his own field, details of lectures and venue to follow. Cost
will be members £10, non-members £20, students £5, to include a buffet
lunch, coffee and tea. To register email: secretary.maritimehistorynorth@
hotmail.co.uk or telephone Bob Eddleston on 07774 732 285.
There is a tentative date of 17 January 2015 in Hull for a seminar with
the theme 100 years on: The first full year of war at sea. Full details of the
programme, times and venues will be carried in the August Topmasts. To
register email secretary.maritimehistorynorth@hotmail.co.uk.

New SNR Correspondent for the Netherlands
After more than eight years as corresponding member for the Netherlands,
Dr Gerard Acda, is stepping down and handing over the reins to his
successor Ron J. W. M. Brand MA. Ron is curator at the Maritime Museum
in Rotterdam and responsible for the agreement between the SNR and
the museum by which the Mariner’s Mirror and the Tijdschrift voor
Zeegeschiedenis (the Dutch magazine for maritime history) are exchanged.
Although not a private member of the SNR, Ron Brand, as curator
and former librarian of the museum, has strong ties with the SNR. He is
well known in the Dutch maritime historical community and a reliable
and active member of the Nederlandse Vereniging voor Zeegeschiedenis
(Netherlands Society for Maritime History). I look forward to hearing
from Ron and extend a very warm welcome to him. Ron can be contacted
by email at r.brand@maritiemmuseum.nl
Dr Gerard Acda has been a splendid correspondent and I would like to
offer thanks from readers of Topmasts and myself for the excellent articles
that he has submitted over the years.

Bequests to the SNR
If any member feels that they would like to make a bequest to help continue
the work of the SNR of preservation and research into all matters maritime
in the future, please contact our Hon. Secretary, Dr Byrne McLeod at
honsec@snr.org.uk
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University Courses
Cardiff University, School of Earth and Ocean Science
Dr Hance Smith and Dr David Jenkins are supervising a course for
students – The Regional Development of Maritime Heritage in the United
Kingdom. For further information contact Dr Hance Smith or visit the
Cardiff University website.

University of Exeter
The University of Exeter offers MA and PhD courses in maritime
historical studies modern module explores European maritime expansion
and the creation of commercial empires. See the website of the Centre for
Maritime Historical Studies.

Greenwich Maritime Institute, University of Greenwich
Located in the historic setting of the Old Royal Naval College, the
Greenwich Maritime Institute offers a unique environment for the study
of maritime history, including an MA in Maritime History . For details
email gmi@gre.ac.uk or visit the Greenwich Maritime Institute website.

University of Hull
The University of Hull offers a BA course and MA and PhD programmes
in maritime history. Contact Dr Richard Gorski or visit the website at the
Department of History, University of Hull.
There is also a Diploma in Maritime History provided on a part-time
basis over four years, with learning and teaching taking place entirely
online. For further information email Michaela Barnard.

Swansea University
Swansea University Arts and Humanities department is offers an MA
course in Maritime and Imperial History. For further details please visit
the Swansea University website or contact Dr Adam Mosley.

Vacancy for a Newsletter Editor!
I thoroughly enjoy working on Topmasts and producing the quarterly
newsletter but just lately, advancing arthritis in my typing fingers
and insufficient knowledge of modern digital publishing has led me to
seriously consider retirement. If you enjoy the work of the Society and
have computing skills, you may be interested in becoming my successor.
You will certainly enjoy the experience and you will receive tremendous
support from everyone involved in the production process. If you feel that
you have the enthusiasm and the IT skills, please email me on topmasts@
snr.org.uk with your telephone number and I will be happy to discuss
what is involved with you.
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New Members and Reported Deaths
1 January – 31 March 2014
New Members
Full
Dr H. Fuller, Wolverhampton
Mr K. Smith, Massachusetts, USA
Mr G. Rummelhoff, Maine, USA
Mr D. Cannon, London
Mr M. Fovargue-Davies,
Cambridgeshire
Dr J. Dancy, Texas, USA
Mr T. Quint, Tegernheim,
Germany
Mr R. Gadd, North Somerset
Mr N. Strong, Newcastle upon
Tyne
Mr C. Tolcher, Devon
Mr G. Bertodano, Suffolk
Mr J. Coggeshall, Texas, USA
Captain G. Deere, Vale of
Glamorgan, Wales
Mr D. Sprague, California, USA
Mr C. Alvarez, Virginia, USA
Mr E. Godwin, California, USA
Dr A. Brown, Sydney, Australia
Mr G. Franken, Bavaria, Germany

Students
Ms N. Domaschk, Louisiana, USA
Mr G. Dado, Rome, Italy
Mr A. Donovan, New Brunswick,
Canada
Mrs M. Herauville, East Yorkshire
Mr C. Wood, Greater Manchester
Ms K. Parker, London
Mr M. Chivers, Shetland, Scotland
Mr J. Crawford, Cheshire
Mrs M. McMillan, Indiana, USA
Ms S. Jones, London
Ms V. Culkin, London

Reported Deaths
Mr A. D. Siddall, West Yorkshire
Mr J. H. C. Phipps, London
Mr R. R. Rose, London
Professor J. R. Jones, Market Harborough, Leicestershire
Mr A. R. Bullough, Cumbria
Mr B. S. Russell, Chichester, West Sussex
Mr G. G. Harris, Woodford Green, Essex
Mr J. C. A. Faber, Whitley Bay, Northumberland
Cdr. P. E. Threadingham, Fareham, Hampshire
Mr M. D. R. Worster, Solihull
Mr H. Moffat, Suffolk
Dr R. A. S. Dunn, Leicester
Mr I. Bowler, Derby

Topmasts is published on the web in February, May, August and November.
The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first week of the
preceding month. Please send announcements as early as possible to ensure
that they are published. All copy should be sent to:
topmasts@snr.org.uk
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