
Chairman’s Column
Welcome to the Society’s new website. At first 
sight you may feel nothing much has changed 
in the appearance of the site, but much of what 
has been done has been technical in nature and 
quite properly remains invisible.

After some serious support problems with 
a major telecommunications company relating 
to loss of service and poor recovery from 
outages, we have moved the site to a smaller 
hosting company which specializes in working 
with small societies. The new system has been 
built using robust Internet standards but with 
easily managed software, so that the main skills 
our web editor will require are editorial rather 
than computer programming. As our website 
contains personal details of our members, we 
have sought to ensure that the new site has 
professional levels of security and firewall to 
prevent personal details being hacked. In the 
process of moving to the new site we have been 
able to upgrade and unify several membership 
lists.

As a reminder, your user name and password 
are initially identical and consist of your 
membership number followed by your initials. 
Thus, if your membership number is 240 and 
your name is Joe Bloggs, then your login details 
would be 240jb. Please note we are no longer 
using the zero at the start of your membership 
number for the log-on details. Once you 
have logged on, you will see a link appear to 
MySNR at the top right-hand side of the page. 
You can change your password by typing your 
new password in the box provided. Once you 
have changed your password, nobody will 
be able to know what it is, even if they have 
administrator access to the website. If you do 
forget your password an administrator (usually 

the Society’s web editor, currently Gareth Cole) 
will be able to create a new one for you.

The new site includes a payment system 
which will allow online membership enrolment, 
sales for events and sales of back articles from 
the Mariner’s Mirror. You will not yet be able 
to renew your membership via the website 
and renewal has to be done in the same way as 
previously.

All articles published in the Mariner’s 
Mirror between 1981 and 2010 are available for 
download via the website. You can either find 
articles via the indexes (both author and title) 
or via the search box (found on every page on 
the right-hand side just below the blue banner). 
Once you have found an article you would 
like to download you can click on the Buy 
PDF link. You will be able to download three 
free articles each calendar year. If you wish to 
download more than this you will be charged 
£5 per volume – payable on the website. 
Articles you have downloaded can be viewed at 
any time via the MySNR link. Non-members 
can purchase articles for £10 per article via the 
website. Our new publishers, Taylor & Francis, 
are already in the process of digitizing all the 
earlier back numbers of the Mariner’s Mirror 
and articles from these will be available to 
download in due course.

The latest publications such as Topmasts, 
the Annual Bibliography, etc., and members’ 
only information (such as booking forms for 
the Victory Dinner, etc.) are available via the 
MySNR page. The Discussion Forum is still 
available.

Looking ahead, we now have a members’ 
area which can easily be developed further 
to host the wealth of creative ideas coming 
forward for sharing information from 
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documents to photographs. In short it should 
be, as far as possible, future-proof. The new 
website will meet our needs and the required 
criteria of security, standards and flexibility for 
the future; we now have the building blocks 
to allow the Society to develop its services to 
members. The work is not complete but what 
we have is a new platform that is the starting 
point from which we can move on. The new 
website will enable the Society to move forward 
and to ensure that we continue to attract and 
retain new members, to enhance services to 
existing members and to develop the advocacy 
which will deliver the objectives of the Society. 

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editorial
First may I wish all members a very happy New 
Year and second I’d like to proffer my thanks 
to all those who send me items for inclusion in 
the Society’s newsletter from both home and 
abroad. Please don’t hesitate to send any items 
of interest to members by email to topmasts@
snr.org.uk. Similarly, if you have an event or 
lecture programme planned, I will be happy 
to publicize it in Topmasts which is posted on 
the SNR website quarterly in February, May, 
August and November. The copy deadline is the 
first of the month prior to publication, although 
I can sometimes include last minute urgent 
material for a few days after that. 

2013 will be an exciting year in Australia 
when the International Fleet review takes place 
to commemorate the centenary of the entry 
into Sydney Harbour of the Royal Australian 
Navy’s Fleet Unit. Full details are to be found in 
James Goldrick’s excellent article on the planned 
event and his update on Australian maritime 
and naval historical activities. Other interesting 
contributions from abroad come from Gerard 
Acda, our correspondent in the Netherlands, 
and from Docent Tapio Bergholm in Finland. 
We are always interested in receiving overseas 
news on all maritime matters – email topmasts@
snr.org.uk 

I received the winter edition of What’s 
On from the Royal Museums Greenwich. 
If you don’t have a copy, I recommend you 
to get one. Apart from the excellent British 
Maritime Seminars series listed in this issue of 

Topmasts, there are many special exhibitions 
and conferences and a first class programme 
of holiday events for children. Their website 
address is rmg.co.uk.

Members will be interested to read a piece by 
Emma Taaffe who has received financial support 
from the Society in the form of a grant from the 
Tomlin Fund. She has been researching Health 
and Safety in Chatham Dockyard during the 40 
years from 1945 and intends to publish an article 
in Mariner’s Mirror when she has completed her 
study.

Please note that there is an important 
announcement by Peter Winterbottom in this 
issue regarding the Society’s Annual dinner 
onboard HMS Victory.

Barry Coombs

The SNR Annual Dinner 2013
The Society’s Annual Dinner on board HMS 
Victory will take place on Saturday, 15 June 
2013. Full details are on the website and in the 
February issue of The Mariner’s Mirror. This is a 
popular event and members are advised to book 
early for themselves and their guests with the 
Hon. Secretary, Peter Winterbottom, 
6 Ashmeadow Road, Arnside, Carnforth, Lancs. 
LA5 0AE, honsecretary.snr@btinternet.com or 
telephone 01524 761616.
The price for the pre-dinner reception and 
dinner on the atmospheric gun deck has been 
held for the third year at £65.00 per person.

The Anderson Medal 
Presentation 

This is scheduled for 18 April 2013 at the Royal 
Museums Greenwich. Please refer to the SNR 
website for further information and updates.

Flinder’s Bicentenary
In the last Topmasts, Peter Ashley wrote that a 
subcommittee had been set up to discuss the site 
and type of the memorial to Captain Matthew 
Finders. In November the committee, including 
new members from the Australian High 
Commissioners office at Australia House, met 
again and there have been further developments. 
The location of the memorial has been narrowed 

mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk
mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk
mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk
mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk
http://rmg.co.uk
mailto:honsecretary.snr@btinternet.com
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down to two likely sites – Euston Station 
and University College London (UCL)/The 
Flinders-Petrie Museum.

The former is ideal because this is where 
Flinders’s grave was to be found before being 
disturbed by the developments at the station. 
It would also be a place where many people 
would see the memorial. University College 
London also has links with Flinders through 
their association with Flinders University 
Adelaide. The Petrie Museum is named after and 
contains a huge collection of artefacts discovered 
by Matthew’s grandson, Sir William Matthew 
Flinders.

The memorial will take the form of a copy of 
the Matthew Flinders bust located at Flinders 
University Adelaide. Further discussion will 
take place on the inclusion of Flinders famous 
cat Trim as he features in the memorial statue 
outside the Mitchell Museum in Sydney and 
would add interest in Flinders story for children. 
Peter Ashley would welcome any suggestions 
on how to help finance this project, especially 
in the form of large corporate sponsors on 
peterashley4@btinternet.com 

An update from Australia 
The Royal Australian Navy’s 

International Fleet review in 2013

The major event of 2013 for maritime Australia 
is likely to be the celebration of the centenary of 
the entry of the Royal Australian Navy’s Fleet 
Unit into Sydney Harbour on 4 October 1913, 
comprising HMA Ships Australia, Melbourne, 
Sydney, Warrego, Parramatta and Yarra. The 
Fleet Unit’s arrival marked the effective birth of 
the modern RAN and was strategically critical 
in that it changed the balance of naval power 
in the Pacific only months before the outbreak 
of the First World War. The battle cruiser 
Australia was too formidable a proposition for 
the German East Asiatic Squadron to face and 
would be a key factor in Admiral von Spee’s 
decision to leave the western Pacific and make 
for South America.  

Perhaps just as important, the arrival of the 
ships was also one of the first major projects 
of the new federation that had become the 
Commonwealth of Australia in 1901. It was 
recognized at the time as a key step in the 

evolution of Australia as an independent nation 
and celebrated accordingly. Hundreds of 
thousands of spectators lined the Harbour as 
the ships made their entry and the responsibility 
for naval defence of the Australia Station passed 
formally from the Royal Navy to the RAN. 

The celebrations of 2013 will centre on an 
International Fleet Review over three days. 
This will start on 3 October with the arrival of 
the tall ships, with the formal entry of warships 
taking place the following day, on the precise 
anniversary of the original event. Saturday, 5 
October, will see the ceremonial review itself, 
which will include both ships at anchor in the 
harbour and a moving line to commemorate the 
Fleet Unit. In addition to fly-pasts and other on-
water activities during the day, the evening will 
include a fireworks display in one of the great 
traditions of the Harbour.

The RAN has staged enormously successful 
Reviews in the past, most notably those of 1986, 
to mark the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
navy gaining its ‘Royal’ designation, and 1988, 
to mark the bicentenary of European settlement. 
It is Sydney’s extraordinary harbour that makes 
Australia’s naval reviews unique – there are so 
many vantage points and so much to see from 
every point of the shore, that the occasions have 
a mass appeal that is impossible in larger and 
more remote anchorages.

That of 2013 promises to be as spectacular 
and has the support and co-operation of both 
the City of Sydney and the State of New South 
Wales. The review itself will be followed over 
the next few days by the Pacific 2013 Maritime 
Exposition and its associated conferences, 
together with a package of other events 
including an international naval march through 
the city. At the time of writing, approximately 
40 warships and at least a dozen tall ships are 
expected to be in Sydney.

If SNR members have ever considered a 
visit to Australia, this event represents an 
extraordinary – and unforgettable – opportunity 
to see its naval and maritime past and present 
at their best. Details of the review and its 
associated activities can be found at the RAN’s 
website www.navy.gov.au 

James Goldrick

mailto:peterashley4@btinternet.com
http://www.navy.gov.au
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Sound Toll Registers online
The University of Groningen and Tresoar, 
the Frisian Historical and Literary Centre in 
Leeuwarden, The Netherlands, are engaged on 
the realization of an electronic database for the 
complete Danish Sound Toll Registers (STR). 
The database, Sound Toll Registers online, or 
STRO, is accessible to all via the internet at 
www.soundtoll.nl. Now online is the almost 
unbroken series of entries from the period 1686 
to 1807, covering more than 595,000 passages. 
Via STRO the STR are at the instant disposal of 
all – professional researchers, amateurs and any 
other interested party.

The Sound Toll Registers are the records of 
the toll levied by the king of Denmark from 
all ships passing through the Sound, the strait 
between Denmark and Sweden connecting 
the North and Baltic Seas. They are stored by 
the Danish National Archives in Copenhagen. 
The Registers cover about 300 of the 360 
years between 1497 and 1857, when the Sound 
Toll was abolished, and include a practically 
uninterrupted series from 1574 to 1857. They 
hold information on about 1.8 million passages. 
For each individual passage, both westward and 
eastward, the STR contain the passage date, the 
name of the shipmaster, his place of residence, 
his port of departure and – from the mid-1660s 
– his port of destination, the composition of the 
cargo and the toll paid. 

The STR are one of the great serial sources 
of early modern history and the only one with 
rich and detailed information on European 
shipping and trade that spans a period of four 
centuries. They are the main measuring point of 
commodity transport in Europe and contain vital 
information on trade, transport, production and 
consumption and the origins, lives and economic 
activities of a host of shipmasters from many 
countries. They are a central source to social, 
economic and maritime history on all levels: 
global, European, national, regional and local.

Sound Toll Registers online is funded by 
the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific 
Research NWO (www.nwo.nl), several 
Frisian cultural foundations, The University 
of Groningen (www.rug.nl), Tresoar (www.
tresoar.nl), SNS REAAL Fonds (www.
snsreaalfonds.nl), the Co-operating Maritime 

Foundations, and the Vereeniging “De Prins 
Hendrik Stichting” sedert 1874. The Danish 
National Archives (Copenhagen) and the Fryske 
Akademy (Leeuwarden) provide scholarly 
advice and support.

We encourage everybody to use Sound Toll 
Registers online and to carry out research using 
the database.

For further information, please, contact:
Jan Willem Veluwenkamp, University of 
Groningen, The Netherlands

j.w.veluwenkamp@rug.nl, +31 50 363 9345, 
website www.rug.nl/staff/j.w.veluwenkamp
Siem van der Woude, Tresoar, Leeuwarden, The 
Netherlands

siem.vanderwoude@tresoar.nl, 
+31 58 789 0755, website: http://tresoar.nl

Gerard Acda
Overseas Corresponding Member

The Netherlands

Sveaborg – Connections, 
Associations and Innovations

An exciting research project, funded by the 
Academy of Finland, is looking in depth at the 
foundation, socio-economic impact and innov-
ative role of the sea fortress Sveaborg, from 
about 1730 to 1809. From a maritime and naval 
history perspective, Sveaborg was a crucial site 
in the making of the Swedish archipelago fleet in 
the Baltic.

This research project (2010–13) is studying 
the militarization of Swedish/Finnish civil 
society during the second half of the eighteenth 
century. The focus of the research is on the 
building and maintenance of Sveaborg (Viapori 
in Finnish, nowadays known as Suomenlinna) 
fortress, and its economic, social, cultural and 
political impacts in the Baltic area. Special 
attention is focused on the reconstruction of 
the area of influences of the huge demand of 
the labour force and materials in Helsinki and 
its hinterland. The socio-cultural impact of 
this large military concentration will also be 
examined. As a huge building site and a base 
for the archipelago fleet, Sveaborg was also an 
important centre gathering and concentrating 
technological and military innovations from 
all over Europe and diffusing them forward in 
Sweden and Finland.
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Sveaborg/Viapori was the biggest construction 
project in eighteenth-century Sweden. During 
the most intensive periods of construction 
works, there were about 8,000 men working on 
the islands near Helsinki – as well as in the town 
– at the same time. At the end of the eighteenth 
century about 4,000 people permanently resided 
in the fortress – as many as in the town of 
Helsinki. Sveaborg was one the most decisive 
factors in the development of Helsinki – without 
it Helsinki would hardly been chosen to be the 
new capital city of the Grand Duchy of Finland 
in 1812.
The project staff are:
Docent Panu Pulma, PhD, project leader

panu.pulma@helsinki.fi 
Docent Mikko Huhtamies, PhD 

mikko.huhtamies@helsinki.fi 
Sofia Gustafsson MA

sofia.gustafsson@helsinki.fi 
Juha-Matti Granqvist MA

juha-matti.granqvist@helsinki.fi 
Sampsa Hatakka MA

sampsa.hatakka@helsinki.fi
Sophie Holm MA 

sophie.holm@helsinki.fi
Website:
http://blogs.helsinki.fi/sveaborg-project/in-
english/

Docent Tapio Bergholm 
Overseas Corresponding Member, 

Finland

The Fenland Lighter Project
Lighters, Laughter and Overseas 

Correspondence

As we all know, the present period is not 
markedly conducive to laughter, but happily 
there are still some opportunities for it. Part of 
the Fenland Lighter Project’s correspondence 
still involves delivery by Royal Mail, and a 
recent item was a postcard from Professor Serge 
Soupel, now in retirement from the Sorbonne 
Nouvelle. In previous years his good offices 
resulted in a number of Project-related papers 
being included in various Paris University 
conferences, for which thanks are renewed here.

Serge Soupel’s good-natured sense of humour 
has long helped him to make many friends. 

The card mentioned had the title ‘Cascades 
d’Auvergne’ and it featured several waterfalls 
from that lovely region of France. An added 
comment stated that this material would provide 
‘evidence of how difficult navigation can get!’ A 
good laugh is very refreshing: so many thanks 
to him for reminding his British associates of 
that important truth. The link to the FLP site is 
http://www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html 

Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website for 
more details.

H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpk.jenkins@yahoo.co.uk

‘There She Blows’
The London Whaling Trade Symposium 

Docklands History Group 23 March 2013 
Museum of London Docklands

Programme
9.45 Doors open: registration, tea and coffee
10.20 Chris Ellmers Welcome and Opening 

Remarks 
10.25 Dr Janet West (Scott Polar Research 

Institute) Introduction
10.40 First Session: Chairman, Charles Payton
10.40 Paper 1: Alex Werner (Museum of 

London) Revealing London’s Hidden 
Whaling  History: An appreciation of 
A. G. E. Jones, whaling historian

11.10 Paper 2: Hazel Forsyth (Museum of 
London) The ‘Business of Striking the 
Whale’: The Muscovy Company and 
early whaling

11.40 Paper 3: Chris Ellmers (Maritime 
Historian) ‘A Place of Blubber and Oil’: 
The Greenland Dock and the whaling 
trades

12.10 Dr Stuart Frank, Charles Payton and 
Chris Ellmers A London Whaling 
Miscellany

12.45–2.00 Lunch This is not provided by the 
organizers. Local cafe details will be 
provided

2.00 Second Session: Chairman, Chris 
Ellmers

2.00 Paper 4: Beatrice Behlen (Museum of 
London) ‘In Whalebone Bondage Gall 
the Slender Waist’: Fashionable uses of 
baleen

http://www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html
http://www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html
mailto:hjkpk.jenkins@yahoo.co.uk
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2.30 Paper 5: Dr Stuart Frank (New Bedford 

Whaling Museum) ‘Curiously Carved’: 
Scrimshaw and the South Sea whale 
fishery

3.30-4.00 Coffee/tea

4.00 Third Session: Chairman, Chris Ellmers
4.00 Paper 6: Charles Payton (Whaling 

Historian) The Worlds of the Enderby 
Family

4.30 Paper 7: Jean-Thierry Du Pasquier 
(Whaling Historian) The Enderbys and 
the Dobrée whaling venture

4.50 Paper 8: Dr Richard Sabin (Natural 
History Museum) The Bay Wharf Whale 
and Early Thames Strandings

5.20 Edward Sargent, Chairman of the 
Docklands History Group Concluding 
Remarks

5.30 Closure

Bookings are via the website : www.
docklandshistorygroup.org.uk

Wellington Trust 
Diary Dates 2012–13

Heritage Evenings 
Mondays at 6.15 for 7.00 p.m.

11 February 
Terry Lilley
10th Cruiser Squadron in WW1

11 March 
Richard Woodman
WW2 Convoys

For further information contact Alison Harris, 
Business Manager, Honourable Company of 
Master Mariners & Wellington Trust on 
info@thewellingtontrust.com
or call her on +44 (0)20 7836 817

website www.thewellingtontrust.com 

British Maritime History 
Seminars

The annual series of seminars, convened by 
the National Maritime Museum and held at 
the Institute of Historical Research, aims to 
disseminate new research in British maritime 
history. 
Location Bedford Room, The Institute of 
Historical Research, University of London, 
Senate House, London WC1E 7HU
Timing 17.15–18.30
 
There is no charge for these seminars and no 
need to book.

Further information is available from the 
Research Executive, Centre for Imperial and 
Maritime Studies, National Maritime Museum, 
London SE10 9NF, tel. 020 8312 6716, email 
research@nmm.ac.uk, website www.nmm.ac.uk

Abstracts available at http://www.rmg.co.uk/
researchers/conferences-and-seminars/bmh-
seminars-2012-13

Spring Term 2013
25 February
Ashley Jackson, King’s College London
The Royal Navy and Malta through the history 
of Fort (or HMS) St Angelo

19 February
Edmond Smith, University of Cambridge
The East India Company and the Atlantic world 
in the early 17th century

5 March
Sian Williams, University of Southampton
Circuits of knowledge: the Royal Navy and the 
Caribbean, 1756–1815

19 March
Duncan Redford, National Museum of the 
Royal Navy
The Royal Navy and British national identity in 
the two World Wars

http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk
http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk
mailto:www.thewellingtontrust.com?subject=Wellington%20Trust%20information%20required
http://www.thewellingtontrust.com
http://research@nmm.ac.uk
http://www.nmm.ac.uk
http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/bmh-seminars-2012-13
http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/bmh-seminars-2012-13
http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/bmh-seminars-2012-13
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The Annual E. G. R. Taylor 
Lecture

The Annual E. G. R. Taylor by Kirsten 
Andresen Seaver took place at the RGS London 
on 11 October 2012. I hope to have a report in 
the next issue of Topmasts

Future E. G. R. Taylor lecture dates:
2013 10 October Hakluyt Society
2014 9 October Institute of Navigation
2015 8 October RGS
2016 13 October SNR
Further information from styacke@blueyonder.
co.uk

SNR (South) Programme
The Society for Naval Research (South) was 
founded in 1962 to promote the historical 
study of ships, seafaring and other maritime 
subjects with particular reference to the south 
of England. There are meetings on the second 
Saturday of each month from October to May. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings are held 
in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert Yacht 
Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, 
PO1 2NT, and commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons 
wishing to lunch with the Society in the Club 
beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. 
+44 (0)2392 831387 at least 72 hours in advance. 
New members are very welcome: email David 
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.

For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) 
activities visit their new website www.snrsouth.
org.uk. New material or queries should be 
addressed to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at 
v.woodman@ntlworld.com

King’s Seminar Series
British Commission for Maritime History

Meetings take place on Thursdays at 17:15 in 
room K6.07, Department of War Studies, King’s 
College London, Strand, London, WC2R 2LS 
(6th Floor, Old Main Building).
7 February 2013
Professor Sarah Palmer, Greenwich Maritime 
Institute, Running the River Thames: Interests 
and conflicts in the later twentieth century 

21 February 2013
David Chmiel, King’s College London, Do 
Emerging Economies Still Need navies?

7 March 2013
Dr Helen Doe, University of Exeter, Marketing 
Mutuality: The twentieth-century expansion of 
the British Mutual Marine Insurance Clubs

2 May 2013
Dr Marcus Faulkner, King’s College London, 
and Len Barnett, independent scholar, Learning 
to Use Signals Intelligence: The Royal Navy in 
the years 1914–15

16 May 2013
Dr Richard Johns, National Maritime Museum, 
The Nore Examined: J. M. W. Turner at the 
mouth of the Thames after Trafalgar 

30 May 2013
Christopher Miller, University of Glasgow, The 
Industrial Politics of Naval Rearmament on 
Clydeside during the Interwar Period

The Seminar Programme is organized by the 
British Commission for Maritime History, 
with the generous assistance of the Society for 
Nautical Research, the Maritime Information 
Association, Lloyd’s Register and the 
Department of War Studies, King’s College 
London.

For further information contact
Dr Alan James, War Studies, King’s College 
London, WC2R 2LS,  alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk or 
Dr Richard Gorski, History, University of Hull, 
HU6 7RX, r.c.gorski@hull.ac.uk

mailto:styacke%40blueyonder.co.uk?subject=Enquiry%2C%20E.%20G.%20R.%20Taylor%20lecture
mailto:styacke%40blueyonder.co.uk?subject=Enquiry%2C%20E.%20G.%20R.%20Taylor%20lecture
mailto:baynes.david%40btinternet.com?subject=Enquiry%20SNR%20%28South%29
mailto:baynes.david%40btinternet.com?subject=Enquiry%20SNR%20%28South%29
mailto:alan.2.james%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=Enquiry%2C%20King%27s%20Seminars
mailto:r.c.gorski%40hull.ac.uk?subject=Enquiry%2C%20King%27s%20Seminar
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Books by Members
Just too late to be mentioned under this heading 
in the November issue of Topmasts, I received 
the latest flyer from Pen & Sword Books Naval, 
including Seaforth Publishing. There were some 
very interesting publications listed on topics as 
diverse as sailing frigates, the Roman Navy, First 
World War battleships and submarines. These 
were offered at significantly reduced prices. 
Order online www.pen-and-sword.co.uk for a 
further 5 per cent discount. Otherwise call their 
Barnsley HQ on 01226 734679 or fax 01226 
734438.

Elaine Murphy Ireland and the War at 
Sea,1641–1653 Boydell and Brewer, 2012, 258 
pages, hardback, ISBN 978-086193-318-1, £50. 
Call 01394 610 615 to order a copy or visit the 
website www.boydellandbrewer.com.

Dr Murphy is a Research Associate in 
the Department of History at Cambridge 
University. Her book covers the significant 
importance of maritime conflicts on the 
Irish seaboard during the Wars of the Three 
Kingdoms from the outbreak of the Ulster 
Rising to the surrender of Inishboffin Island, 
the last Royalist maritime stronghold and 
emphasizes the strategic importance of Irish 
ports.

Tobias Philbin and Richard Endsor Warships 
for the King: Ann Wyatt (1658–1757), her life 
and her ships Seawatch Books, 2012, Florence 
OR, large format, 188 pages, 130 colour 
illustrations, three sheets of plans. No ISBN. 
USD$75 + $25 postage direct from the publisher 
at www.seawatchbooks.com.

From 1691 to 1698 seven major warships were 
built by Ann Wyatt and her husband and after 
his death by Ann herself. The ships were part 
of William III’s programme to build 27 ships to 
protect England against the French. They were 
the Devonshire (80) Winchester (60), Lancaster 
(80); and Winchelsey (32) Cumberland (80), 
Seaford (24) and Salisbury (48).In the book 
Tobias Philbin takes us through Ann’s life in 
part I and her ships in part II. Many pictures of 
models and maritime art are used to illustrate 

the text. In addition Richard Endsor, author 
of The Restoration Navy , has provided plans 
of Cumberland in 1:96 scale and a copy of the 
contract for Cumberland. 

Geoffrey W. Gill Maritime Error Management:  
Discussing and remediating factors contributory 
to maritime casualties. Schiffer Books, 2011, 
hardback, 418 pages, 5 b/w photographs, ISBN 
978-087033-626-3, USD$50 plus postage from 
Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower Valley road, 
Atglen PA19310 USA, www. schifferbooks.com.

This book covers a great many aspects of risk 
and safety both at sea and in port. Over the 
last five years the risk of ship accidents has 
doubled. This book explores factors leading to 
maritime accidents and casualties and describes 
risk management methods for mariners and 
managers.

Business Data International China 
Shipbuilding Industry Directory, 2013, 362 
pages, ISBN 978-0-9733166-5-0, US$199.50 plus 
shipping from Business Data International IN 
www.ibizdata.com or fax 01 514 313 5380 info@
ibizdata.com .

This is the first and only English language 
directory of Chinese shipbuilding. It is a 
comprehensive and up-to-date information 
source listing 2,370 companies and organizations 
in the shipbuilding industry throughout China. 
Fields include shipbuilding and repair, marine 
equipment and materials, research and design, 
yacht building, life saving equipment and many 
more categories. Each one is linked with the 
companies address, phone and fax numbers, 
email, URL and business activity.

Jean-Yves Nerzic Duguay-Trouin Armateur 
malouin, corsaire brestoise Editions H & D, 
2012, 371 pages, ISBN 978-2-9142-6624-6, €35 
in French

Rene Duguay-Trouin was born in 1673 into a 
fishing family enterprise run by his widowed 
mother. With the advent of the Nine Years War, 
there were opportunities for privateers. Rene 
with his brother Luc arranging finance and 
shore based support began a very successful 

http://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
http://www.boydellandbrewer.com
http://www.seawatchbooks.com
http://www.%20schifferbooks.com
http://www.ibizdata.com
mailto:info@ibizdata.com
mailto:info@ibizdata.com
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career and within two years had command of a 
King’s ship. This successful partnership lasted 
until the end of the War of Spanish Succession. 
Louis XIV rewarded Rene’s prowess by 
making him Commander and ten years later by 
ennobling both Rene and Luc and with further 
promotion for Rene to Lieutenant General des 
armies navales.

Researching Health and Safety 
at Chatham Dockyard, 1945–84
An article on research aided by the Tomlin Fund 

Almost a year ago I received a very generous 
cheque from the Tomlin Fund to assist with 
travel and other costs to enable me to complete 
my research.  The study incorporates empirical 
research in the form of documentary evidence, 
survey of contemporary medical journal articles 
and interviews with former dockyard workers.  
It is intended that the final thesis will include a 
chapter looking broadly at the dangerous nature 
of dockyard work, including the management 
of risks and the attitudes and behaviours of 
workers themselves.  This will be followed 
by two in depth case studies, considering two 
very different hazards: asbestos and ionizing 
radiation. The asbestos hazard at Rosyth 
dockyard was, of course, briefly covered in 
Johnston and McIvor’s Lethal Work: A history 
of the asbestos tragedy in Scotland (2000), but 
little else has been written specifically on the 
hazards of work in the Royal Dockyards after 
1945. I have yet to find any academic research 
on the radiation hazard in the dockyards. My 
study will bridge this gap in knowledge and I 
hope it will prompt further research into a very 
interesting and emotive genre of history.  

One of the problems of my research has been 
the lack of available personnel and medical 
records for Chatham Dockyard workers. 
Many were lost or destroyed at the time of 
the yard’s closure in 1984. The money from 
the Tomlin Fund paid for a trip to Devonport 
Dockyard where I had been invited to talk to 
the Senior Occupational Hygienist and access 
the MoD Devonport Civilian Occupational 
Health Record Archive.  While conducting my 
research on the asbestos hazard at Chatham, I 
found that Devonport Medical Officer Surgeon 

Commander Peter Harries, had extended his 
research into the effects of asbestos on dockyard 
workers to the other Royal Dockyards, 
including Chatham. I had hoped that among 
his papers I would find some of the reports 
and records of the subjects of his research at 
Chatham. Unfortunately, apart from a list of 
industrial staff working in the Yard at the time, 
there was nothing.  I was, however, able to view 
contemporary records for Devonport workers, 
which one assumes would have been similar to 
those kept at Chatham.  

The funding has also paid for twice weekly 
trips to Medway and particularly the Royal 
Dockyard Library at the Historic Dockyard, 
Chatham. I have been able to create a digital 
record of Hurt Book entries, scan a sample 
of accident photos (sites of accidents rather 
than persons injured) and view primary source 
material of great relevance to my work.  The 
presence of former dockyard workers in the 
form of museum and library volunteers has also 
been invaluable.

The study is now nearing its end.  Two of 
the main chapters are in early draft and I am 
working on the radiation chapter currently.  
It should be complete by the end of January 
2013, after which I plan to submit an article for 
publication in Mariner’s Mirror.

Emma Taaffe BA (Hons), MA, 
PhD Student, University of Hull

Citizen Science Project
Citizen Science is revolutionary. Using the 
power of the Internet, thousands of people, 
worldwide, are working with scientists on 
important research. Citizen History is a natural 
development. ‘Old Weather’ is one such project 
– transcribing ship’s logs, partly for weather 
readings for climate models, but also for their 
maritime history. The resulting one million log 
pages covering over 300 Royal Navy ships in the 
First World War era are being edited into ship 
histories, many online at http://www.naval-
history.net/OWShips-LogBooksWW1.htm

The next stage is transcribing the logs of 
United States ships of the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, some engaged in polar 
exploration. To take part, visit http://www.
oldweather.org/ To find out more about other 

http://www.oldweather.org/
http://www.oldweather.org/
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Citizen Science and History projects, many 
of which are also ideal for school and college 
groups, go to https://www.zooniverse.org/

For more information contact
Gordon Smith, MBA, CEng, Naval-

History.Net, 17 Norris Close, Penarth, Vale of 
Glamorgan CF64 2QW, UK

Tel: 029 2063 6953 or 07590 070038

Websites of interest

Greek antiquities found on the shipwreck 
Mentor

The Mentor which sank off the Greek island of 
Kythera in 1802 was carrying sixteen crates of 
Lord Elgin’s treasures including sculptures from 
the Parthenon and a marble throne. Many other 
items of interest are being found by divers at the 
site including coins, pipes, ceramics and a pocket 
watch. You can view the whole story at http://
greece.greekreporter.com/2012/11/20/greek-
antiquities-found-on-mentor-shipwreck.

The largest shipwreck site in the world 
discovered in Istanbul

In central Istanbul a major highways and 
underground project has been halted after a 
staggering amount of artefacts were unearthed 
including significant remnants of Byzantine 
vessels and their cargoes. Thirty six ships have 
been discovered ranging from small cargo ships 
to Byzantine naval war ships. Anyone who 
has read Roger Crowley’s Constantinople will 
find this site to be of immense interest. See 
http://www.npr.org/2012/11/30/166244488/
in-istanbul-a-byzantine-era-fleet-surfaces-again 
or look on u-tube at http://www.utube.com/
watch?v=evuMddJP8F4 

Wreck diving in Florida
Members who are interested in subaqua diving 
to explore wrecks, there is an interesting 
site called Florida Connection where divers 
exchange information on their activities around 
the coast of Florida and the Keys. http://www.
sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/fl-keys-
shipwreck-20121128,0,6767592.story 

University Courses
Cardiff University, 

School of Earth and Ocean Science

Dr Hance Smith and Dr David Jenkins are 
supervising a course for students – The Regional 
Development of Maritime Heritage in the 
United Kingdom. For further information 
contact Dr Hance Smith or visit the Cardiff 
University website.

University of Exeter

The University of Exeter offers MA and PhD 
courses in maritime historical studies modern 
module explores European maritime expansion 
and the creation of commercial empires. See the 
website of the Centre for Maritime Historical 
Studies.

Greenwich Maritime Institute, 
University of Greenwich

Located in the historic setting of the Old 
Royal Naval College, the Greenwich Maritime 
Institute offers a unique en viron ment for the 
study of maritime history, including an MA in 
Maritime History . For details email gmi@gre.
ac.uk or visit the Greenwich Maritime Institute 
website.

University of Hull

The University of Hull offers a BA course and 
MA and PhD programmes in maritime history. 
Contact Dr Richard Gorski or visit the website 
at the Department of History, Uni versity of 
Hull.

There is also a Diploma in Maritime History 
provided on a part-time basis over four years, 
with learning and teaching taking place entirely 
online. For further information email Michaela 
Barnard.

Swansea University

Swansea University Arts and Human ities 
department is offers an MA course in Maritime 
and Imperial History. For further details please 
visit the Swansea University website or contact 
Dr Adam Mosley.
 

https://www.zooniverse.org/
http://greece.greekreporter.com/2012/11/20/greek-antiquities-found-on-mentor-shipwreck
http://greece.greekreporter.com/2012/11/20/greek-antiquities-found-on-mentor-shipwreck
http://greece.greekreporter.com/2012/11/20/greek-antiquities-found-on-mentor-shipwreck
http://www.npr.org/2012/11/30/166244488/in-istanbul-a-byzantine-era-fleet-surfaces-again
http://www.npr.org/2012/11/30/166244488/in-istanbul-a-byzantine-era-fleet-surfaces-again
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/fl-keys-shipwreck-20121128,0,6767592.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/fl-keys-shipwreck-20121128,0,6767592.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/fl-keys-shipwreck-20121128,0,6767592.story
mailto:smithhd%40cardiff.ac.uk?subject=Enquiry%20about%20Maritime%20Heritage%20course
http://wwww.cardiff.ac.uk/earth/degreeprogrammes/postgraduateresearch/projects/ge09
http://wwww.cardiff.ac.uk/earth/degreeprogrammes/postgraduateresearch/projects/ge09
http://centres.exeter.ac.uk/cmhs/
http://centres.exeter.ac.uk/cmhs/
http://www.gre.ac.uk/gmi
mailto:r.c.gorski%40hull.ac.uk?subject=University%20of%20Hull%20courses
http://www.history.hull.ac.uk
http://www.history.hull.ac.uk
mailto:m.g.barnard%40hull.ac.uk?subject=Diploma%20in%20Maritime%20History
mailto:m.g.barnard%40hull.ac.uk?subject=Diploma%20in%20Maritime%20History
http://www.swansea.ac.uk/artsand humanities
mailto:a.j.mosley%40swansea.ac.uk?subject=Enquiry%20about%20MA%20in%20Maritime%20and%20Imperial%20History
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New Members and Reported Deaths

1 October – 30 December 2012

New Members – individual 
Mr C. J. Durbin, Horndean, Hampshire
Miss J. Gooch, Faringdon, Oxon
Mr K. Keeting (student), London 
Mr D. Parry (student), Farnham, Surrey 
Mr J. van der Vliet, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Institution (rejoining)
Brunel’s SS Great Britain Bristol

Reported Deaths 
Mr C. P. Addis, Bury St Edmonds, Suffolk 
Mr H. Bowen, Salisbury, Wiltshire
Dr. N. Budde, Massachusetts, USA 
Mr M. Caley, Isle of Man 
Mr F. Challis, Sherborne, Dorset
Mr P. Hoban, Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
Mr D. M. Milligan, Windermere, Cumbria 
Mr F. Sumner, Writtle, Essex 
Mr T. Martin Wilson, Petersfield, Hampshire

The Editor of Topmasts would like to hear from anyone with news or notices that may be of 
interest to SNR members. Copy for the next issue should be submitted by 2 April 2013 though 
urgent or timely items may be accommodated later if required.


