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Chairman’s Column
As some of you may know I am at home at present recuperating after a 
fall. I hope to be back in action in the autumn. In the meantime I am very 
grateful to the Society’s Honorary Officers and the Membership Secretary 
and the editor of Topmasts for keeping the Society running smoothly. I 
would also like to take this opportunity to wish our Patron an early and 
full return to his usual robust health.

From the beginning of the year printing, publication and despatch of The 
Mariner’s Mirror has been taken over by our publishing partners Taylor & 
Francis. There were some hiccoughs with the distribution of the February 
issue but these were resolved through the hard work and of our Honorary 
Editor, Martin Bellamy, typesetter Paula Turner and the co-operation of 
Taylor & Francis. The May issue went out on time and in good order. We 
look forward to a long and successful association with Taylor & Francis 
who have now completed the scanning and digitization of all the back 
numbers of The Mariner’s Mirror. The whole back catalogue is now up 
on the Taylor & Francis website http://www.tandfonline.com from where 
individual articles can be purchased.

The Society’s new website www.snr.org.uk has also gone live. It is a great 
improvement on what went before but I regard it as a work in progress. 
Much more needs to be done before this site really is user-friendly and 
becomes known as the ‘must use’ portal that gives access to the Society 
and to the world of nautical research.

I understand that the Society had a very successful Annual General 
Meeting on 15 June when crucial business was dealt with. This included the 
adoption of new Articles of Association for the Society. These complete 
the implementation of the report of the Way Ahead Group and give us 
the governance rules that the Society needs at the start of the twenty-first 
century as well as a more streamlined decision-making system. The full 
report of the AGM will be published in ‘Society Records’ in the November 
2013 issue of The Mariner’s Mirror.

In the wider world of nautical research it is good to note that it is 
becoming more and more likely that the clipper ship City of Adelaide 
will be given a permanent home and much needed restoration in Adelaide 
in South Australia. While it will be sad to see her go, she will be much 
better off in Australia than suffering the fate of planned deconstruction 
that awaits her if she has to remain in Scotland. There is also good news 
about the schooner Kathleen & May. A new Liverpool-based trust has 
been formed with the intention of buying the ship from her present owner, 

http://www.tandfonline.com
http://www.snr.org
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who has declared his intention to withdraw her from the foreign market in 
view of the progress being made. An application to the National Heritage 
Memorial Fund will be made in due course, and if that is successful it is to 
be hoped that sufficient additional funding can be found to keep this, the 
last surviving UK topsail schooner in sailing condition, in these islands.

I am sure that members will have seen in the media news of the opening 
of the new Mary Rose Museum in the Historic Dockyard at Portsmouth. It 
is located off the port quarter of HMS Victory.  The architect has designed 
a building which fits perfectly into its surroundings. It does not detract 
from HMS Victory. Rather it adds to the historic scene for it looks very 
much as if it were a wooden warship roofed over for repair.

Exploratory work continues on HMS Victory ahead of the major 
conservation programme, which could take up to 20 years to complete.  
The HMS Victory Preservation Company Ltd is especially grateful to 
SNR for its support through the Save the Victory Fund with a grant to 
undertake the race marks survey of the ship’s timbers. This is yielding up 
dating information essential to the recently commissioned Conservation 
Management Plan which is due to be completed next spring.

This year has also seen the National Museum of the Royal Navy secure 
a grant of just over £1 million for HMS Caroline from the National 
Heritage Memorial Fund to undertake the initial works needed to take on 
the ship from the MoD. A development grant has also been won from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) ahead of an application for a major grant to 
prepare the ship at her Belfast berth in time to commemorate the battle of 
Jutland in 2016.

At the smaller end of the historic vessel scale, members may remember 
that the steam boats in George Pattinson’s Windermere Steam Boat 
Museum were accepted by the Treasury in lieu of death duties. This is 
believed to be the first occasion when artefacts such as these were treated 
in the same way as works of art and thanks are due to National Historic 
Ships UK among others for their advocacy which led to this decision.  In 
June 2013 planning permission was given for a new steam boat museum 
to be built on the site of the present one. The Lakeland Arts Trust, which 
now owns the collection, is awaiting the HLF’s decision on its round two 
application for an award of the order of £10 million to complete this £13 
million project in 2015.

All this bodes well for nautical conservation.
Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editorial
In this issue there are two calls for papers with imminent deadlines – the 
Maritime Historical centre at the University of Hull on the welfare of 
seafarers and All Souls College, Oxford for strategy at sea. 

Peter Ashley has updated me on the Matthew Flinders Project mentioned 
in the last Topmasts. There is a very elegant brochure available outlining 
the progress and ways in which one can be of help financially. 

Since the last Topmasts my wife and I have spent some time in the 
north-east and took the opportunity to visit HMS Trincomalee, the oldest 
floating ship in Europe, in Hartlepool Dock. I was very impressed with 
everything that I saw. The setting in the dock with the recreations of the 
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shops and artisans with commentary on the various shore side trades 
essential to sailing ships was outstanding. Onboard the volunteer guides 
are incredibly knowledgeable and helpful. We stayed a whole day there 
and enjoyed every minute. It is a wonderful experience for schools and 
the general public. The brochure ‘Explore HMS Trincomalee – A Deck by 
Deck Guide’ is one of the most informative and well laid-out publications 
that I have ever seen. I would urge anyone visiting that area to go and see 
the vessel. 

We also travelled to Whitby to the Captain Cook Memorial Museum. 
This is another very interesting and well laid-out facility. The house 
belonged to the Walker family and Cook lodged there from 1746 to 1749 
during his apprenticeship to Captain John Walker. The eighteenth-century 
household has been recreated by furnishing the ground floor in accordance 
with an inventory prepared by John Walker in the simple Quaker style of 
the period.

Other rooms – the Whitby room, The London room, the Voyages room, 
the Scientists room and the Artists room – all focus on particular aspects 
of Cook’s three Pacific voyages and contain artefacts, maps and paintings 
with clear explanations. This is another museum where the staff are very 
well informed and extremely helpful.

Incidentally both of the above benefit from Gift Aid should you make 
a visit to either. 

It is interesting to read that clipper ships may once again make a 
comeback to cut fuel and transport costs. A report by David Millward in 
the Daily Telegraph reports on the work of the Belfast based B9 Shipping 
company in creating a twenty-first century version of the clipper complete 
with three masts backed up by a Rolls-Royce engine fuelled by liquid 
gas. According to the company the ships are commercially viable and 
construction could take place in three years. The stimulus was provided 
by a five-year study from the Technical University of Berlin showing that 
ships using wind power achieved energy savings as high as 40 per cent. 
The high cost of fuel and the ‘dirty’ character of heavy oil bunker fuel 
makes the project extremely attractive. The prototype shows a ship, 100 
metres long, with three large rectangular sails controlled from the bridge 
providing most of the thrust with the rest coming from the carbon-neutral 
Rolls-Royce engines. This is certainly going to be a development worth 
following.

Several members asked about changing the layout of Topmasts to a 
single column format rather than the two columns of the original design. 
This is to facilitate reading and viewing the document in its digital form. 
We have listened to our readership and hope that our small redesign will 
be well received.

Barry Coombs



Topmasts no. 7

4

Flinders Bicentenary
There has been quite a lot of progress on the preparations for the Flinders 
bicentenary and Peter Ashley and the committee have produced the 
fund-raising brochure mentioned in the last issue of Topmasts. There is a 
link to this on our home page at www.snr.org.uk. Peter would welcome 
any input from members especially on financing and the introduction of 
large corporate sponsors. He can be reached by email at peterashley4@
btinternet.com.

The Fenland Lighter Project
A mile of history near central Peterborough (continued)

Continuing down the River Nene from Peterborough Town Bridge – 
pausing, though, to renew thanks to the Society for Nautical Research – 
the ‘mile of history’ takes the riverside walker to the Frank Perkins Bridge. 
Impressive in its ferro-concrete modernity, this structure celebrates the 
name of a noteworthy Peterborough engineer who, in his day, ‘adopted’ 
the last of the Royal Navy’s midget submarines. One of them, the Sprat, 
actually made her way up the Nene to Peterborough in 1957. Perkins 
provided extensive hospitality for her personnel, as did Peterborough 
Cruising Club.

The present writer and Barry Coombs, Topmasts editor, have had 
a chuckle or two about the old-time lightermen’s name for the Nene: 
‘Awkward Old Brute’. Alas, some problems persist into modern times 
and, as a result, the useful little slipway just downstream of the Perkins 
Bridge is sometimes closed with one- and two-tonne concrete blocks 
because of ‘anti-social activities’.

On a happier note, there is something of much greater interest, on the 
right bank just opposite to the slip, namely the entrance to the Stanground 
Cut. This waterway is known by various names: in essence, it represents 
the ancient course of the River Nene, running through that strange and 
engaging area known as the Middle Level. Eventually, indeed, the Middle 
Level route leads into the River Great Ouse, and thus to the Wash port of 

file:/Users/Paula/Documents/Palindrome/%2AMariner%27s%20Mirror/Topmasts/Topmasts%207/SNR%20Matthew%20Flinders%20brochure.pdf
http://http://www.snr.org.uk
mailto:peterashley4@btinternet.com
mailto:peterashley4@btinternet.com
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King’s Lynn. The link described here produced what is termed the Ouse–
Nene Complex, greatly enhancing the possibilities for effective commercial 
traffic. In the eighteenth century King’s Lynn was the favoured location 
for trans-shipping cargo (be it corn or coal, timber or general goods) as 
between seagoing vessels and ‘gangs’ of Fenland lighters. This number’s 
sketch shows a small gang of that sort, just three hulls, with the ‘forelighter’ 
under sail. Gangs commonly involved half a dozen or so hulls, sometimes 
including a ‘house lighter’ providing overnight shelter for the  crewmen 
when necessary.

To complete the ‘mile of history’, along the modern course of the Nene, 
walkers should continue as far as Fitzwilliam Bridge, a name that records 
one of the major landowning families in this region of England . . . Why 
not explore the riverside route for yourself?

Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website for more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

The Annual E. G. R. Taylor Lecture

The E. G. R. Taylor Lecture for 2013 will be held at the House of the 
Royal Geographical Society, 1 Kensington Gore, London, SW7 2AR on 
10 October at 6.30 p.m. It is being organized this year by the Hakluyt 
Society and will be delivered by Professor Jim Bennett, former director 
of the Museum of the History of Science, University of Oxford, on 
‘Adventures with Instruments: science and seafaring in the precarious 
career of Christopher Middleton’. Professor Bennett is currently a visiting 
keeper at the Science Museum, London. 

The biography of the explorer and navigator Christopher Middleton (d. 
1770) presents us with a very unusual combination of elements. A captain 
with the Hudson’s Bay Company and for a time in the Royal Navy, he 
was also a fellow of the Royal Society and a recipient of the Copley Medal, 
the Society’s highest award. 

It is often said that the practical seaman has too much to lose to adopt 
innovative navigational techniques, yet Middleton seems to have been 
keen to try out whatever was new, and to undertake systematic trials on 
his own initiative. The story of his hazardous search for a north-west 
passage is remarkable in itself, even without his engagement with scientific 
instruments. 

He is reasonably well known in the history of exploration – he is 
included in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography and his voyage 
of 1741–2 was published by the Hakluyt Society in 1994 (ed. Barr and 
Williams) – yet he must be one of the least celebrated Copley Medallists in 
the history of science. The lecture will use his remarkable story as, surely, 
one of the more exciting ways to engage with the important advances in 
navigational instruments of the mid-eighteenth century.

Admission to the lecture is free and no booking is required. Members of 
the Hakluyt Society and other sponsoring societies (the Royal Geographical 
Society, the Society for Nautical Research and the Royal Institute of 
Navigation) may book supper afterwards at the Royal Geographical 
Society by telephoning the Events Office, 020 7591 3100, between 9.30 and 
17.30, Monday to Friday. Supper will cost £25.00 for a two-course candle-

http://www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html
mailto:hjkpk.jenkins@yahoo.co.uk
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Naval Dockyards Society 
 

Exploring the civ il branche s of navies and their material culture 
www.navaldockyards.org 

 
TOUR of East Anglia  6th – 9th   SEPTEMBER  2013 

 

 
 
 

Friday 6 September – Lucketts Coach leaves Portsmouth at 9.00, picks up at designated points en route, 
depending on demand. Late afternoon / early evening free. We will be staying at the 3-star Victoria Hotel 
on the seafront at Lowestoft, close to England’s most easterly point. 

 
Saturday 7 September – 
AM - visit to Memorial and Museum to the Royal Naval Patrol Service, Lowestoft (the port was the HQ of 
this service, known as ‘Harry Tate’s Navy’, during World War II) 
PM – visit to Great Yarmouth, Napoleonic Wars HQ of the North Sea fleet: Nelson Museum, 18th century 
naval hospital, and other naval heritage 

 
Sunday 8 September – 
AM - visit to ‘the lost city’ of Dunwich and Dunwich Museum 
PM – visit to Southwold, one of England’s loveliest seaside towns, which has much maritime heritage - 
including the shore HQ of the Duke of York during t he Anglo-Dutch wars and a museum which, like that at 
Dunwich, has memorabilia of the naval battle of Solebay (1672) 

 
Monday 9 September – 
AM – visit to Burnham Thorpe, birthplace of Admiral Lord Nelson; the church has much Nelson 
memorabilia, including the graves of his father and sister 
PM – return coach journey 

 
Cost – Early Bird before 6th July : £395.00 After 6th July : £415,  per person in twin / double rooms 
including breakfast and evening meals, travel, accommodation and visits.   Add £60 for a single room. 
Lunches not included.      CLOSING DATE FOR BOOKINGS IS 6th AUGUST. 

 

This is a great opportunity to explore and enjoy the East Anglia’s maritime heritage - we do hope you will 
join us. Please note that the visits will involve some walking - please call David Baynes on 02392 831 461 
to discuss this aspect of the holiday if you have limitations in this respect or if you have any queries 
regarding the itinerary. 

 
 

To  book,  please  complete  and return  the form  below  to David  Baynes,  17,  St  Thomas’s  Street,  Old 
Portsmouth,  Hants,  PO1 2EZ, together with a £50 deposit. 
You will be sent a more detailed booking form for return to Lucketts. Final payment to be made by 
6th  August 
It is a condition of booking that you have holiday insurance during the Tour, (Lucketts can provide). 

 
 

NAVAL DOCKYARDS SOCIETY TOUR OF East Anglia 
 
 

I/we wish to book………..…. place[s] on the Naval Dockyards Society Tour 
I/we enclose a non-refundable cheque for £50 per person made out to LUCKETTS TRAVEL LTD. 
Please  indicate  if  you  would  prefer  to  join  the  coach  en  route  (e.g  A3/M25),  rather  than  in 
Portsmouth (Hard/Hilsea Lido bus lay-by) : 

 
Name[s] : 
Address : 

Telephone :  E-mail : 

Mobile phone number (for contact during the trip) : 
 

Please state any dietary requirements : 
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lit meal and coffee with two glasses of wine or fruit juice. The deadline for 
booking suppers will be 12 noon on Friday 4 October, and it is regretted 
that cancellations after this date cannot be considered. Doors will be open 
at 17.30 and access will be via the Kensington Gore entrance to the Royal 
Geographical Society. A pay-bar will be open from 17.30 to 18.30.

Future E. G. R. Taylor lecture dates:

2013 10 October Hakluyt Society
2014 9 October Institute of Navigation
2015 8 October RGS
2016 13 October SNR

Further information from styacke@blueyonder.co.uk

SNR (South) Programme
The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote 
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with 
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the 
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert 
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and 
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the 
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at 
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David 
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.

For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new 
website www.snrsouth.org.uk. New material or queries should be 
addressed to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld.
com

National Museum of the Royal Navy
Special conference Friday and Saturday, 6–7 September 2013

Recruiting the Royal Navy: 
Press-gangs, Conscripts and Professionals

This conference will explore how the Royal Navy recruited and retained 
its personnel from the age of sail to the modern navy. It will showcase the 
latest social and cultural histories of the navy’s personnel, how they were 
recruited and how they lived during their service.

To register an interest in this conference contact Dr Duncan Redford at 
duncan.redford@nmrn.org.uk or write to:

The National Museum of the Royal Navy, HM Naval Base (PP66)
Portsmouth, Hampshire PO1 3NH.

All seminars will take place in the Princess Royal Gallery NMRN 
Portsmouth and are free of charge

mailto:styacke%40blueyonder.co.uk?subject=Enquiry%20about%20E.%20G.%20R.%20TAylor%20lecture
mailto:baynes.david%40btinternet.com?subject=Enquiry%20SNR%20%28South%29
mailto:baynes.david%40btinternet.com?subject=Enquiry%20SNR%20%28South%29
mailto:v.woodman%40ntlworld.com?subject=Enquiry%2C%20SNR%20South
mailto:v.woodman%40ntlworld.com?subject=Enquiry%2C%20SNR%20South
mailto:Duncan.redford@nmrn.org.uk
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The Wellington Trust Heritage Evening
12 August 2013

The subject of the next lecture will be the role of the two Cunard Queens 
during the Battle of the Atlantic, to be given by David Hutchings, an 
historian specializing in the Cunard Line. The Queen Elizabeth and 
Queen Mary were built in the 1930s with the aid of a government grant to 
Cunard Line for service on a prestigious trans-Atlantic passenger route. In 
the Second World War they both served in the Battle of the Atlantic and 
Churchill commented that, in his opinion, they shortened the war by two 
years. Hutchings will explain how this came about.
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Early booking is recommended as this talk will be very popular. The 
talk is free but if you require supper after the lecture the price is £25 for 
HCMM members and £30 for others. As there will not be a great deal of 
time between this newsletter and the event itself, it will be best to email to 
book at business@hcmm.org.uk or info@thewellingtontrust.com. 

An exhibition onboard HQS Wellington marking 70 years since the 
Battle of the Atlantic, Convoy: The Battle of the Atlantic runs from 12 May 
to 16 December 2013. For details visit www.wellingtontrust.com/heritage.

Submarine Museum
The Royal Navy Submarine Museum website www.submarine-museum.
co.uk is well worth a visit. They have recently received the periscopes of 
HMS Alliance at the museum’s site at Gosport. These had been conserved 
by Babcocks at the Faslane submarine base in Scotland and were returned 
by a giant crane as part of the £7 million conservation project to restore the 
only surviving Second World War era A class submarine.

The museum’s curator, Bob Mealings, said, ‘Before the restoration 
visitors on board HMS Alliance could not use either periscope. Now they 
will be able to look through the scopes for the first time in 30 years. The 
views will be amazing.’

The National Museum of the Royal Navy
Another excellent website is at www.nmrn.org.uk. Their newsletter 
Dropping Anchor is full of interesting pieces. The current issue has articles 
on the new remembrance gallery and the installation of the gun which 
fired the first shot in the war at sea in 1914. It was craned into place on 
Wednesday 27 March as part of the new £4.5 million HMS – Hear My 
Story exhibition at the National Museum of the Royal Navy in Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard. The 4-inch gun from the destroyer HMS Lance will 
be at the entrance to the new exhibition, which is to open in spring 2014 
as part of the national centenary commemorations for First World War. 
When the war started at 23.00 on 4 August 1914, HMS Lance and her 
sister ship Landrail were tasked with performing a ‘sweep’ of the North 
Sea. The next day,5 August 1914, the two destroyers encountered the 
German minelayer Königin Luise as she was setting mines off the Dutch 
coast. Lance fired a shell from her 4-inch gun, eventually sinking her, and 
making the Königin Luise the first naval casualty of the war.

Matthew Sheldon, project director of HMS –Hear My Story said, ‘It is 
very exciting to be installing this iconic object – this will be the first thing 
our visitors see as they enter our new HMS exhibition and is a powerful 
way to start telling the story of the last 100 years.’

HMS – Hear My Story will give voice to the stories of the men, women 
and ships which have made the navy’s history over the last 100 years 
and impacted on all our lives. HMS will bring visitors closer than ever 
before to the real Royal Navy as their heritage is brought together for the 
first time for this major exhibition. Through cutting-edge interpretation, 
visitors can see and hear the stories of the navy in war and in peace. The 
new galleries will also have a meeting space where veterans can meet the 
public to share their stories of living and fighting at sea.

mailto:Business@hcmm.org.uk
mailto:info@thewellingtontrust.com
http://www.wellingtontrust.com/heritage
http://www.submarine-museum.co.uk
http://www.submarine-museum.co.uk
http://www.nmrn.org.uk
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HMS – Hear My Story will open in spring 2014. The project to build 
the Babcock Galleries, house the HMS exhibition and a new temporary 
exhibition will cost £4.5 million of which £1.4 million is funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

The National Museum of the Royal Navy remains open to visitors 
during the refurbishment works. For more information about the HMS 
project contact 023 9272 7595 or visit www.nmrn.org.uk/hms

The Fleet Air Arm Museum
Further information on the Battle of the Atlantic will be found at the Fleet 
Air Arm Museum. This battle was the longest campaign of the Second 
World War. It began on the first day of the war and continued until the 
German surrender in 1945. Winston Churchill said the campaign to keep the 
convoy routes open was ‘the dominating factor all through the war. Never 
for one moment could we forget that everything happening elsewhere, on 
land, at sea or in the air, depended on its outcome . . .’

1943 is seen as the point at which the balance of success in this battle 
shifted in favour of the Allied forces – an advantage they maintained for the 
remainder of the war. 2013 is, therefore, the year chosen to commemorate 
the 70th anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic and the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum is mounting a new exhibition as part of that commemoration. 
The aircraft, the people, the ships, the submarines and the technology – all 
played their part and will feature in this exhibition as it tells the story of 
the Battle of the Atlantic, its importance to Second World War and the 
Fleet Air Arm’s role.

Broke Bicentenary
International Symposium and Concert, 12–13 October 2013

The names Broke and Shannon are not the well-known names they 
deserve to be, yet Captain (later to be Admiral) Philip Broke became a 
famous hero in his day after the battle between HMS Shannon and USS 
Chesapeake, which he won so brilliantly. Many are unaware why the 
young USA declared war on Britain in 1812 and fought us until peace 
was declared on Christmas Eve 1814. Two hundred years later there will 
be a commemorative weekend in Ipswich, Broke’s Suffolk home town on 
12–13 October 2013 to remedy this.

The symposium will take place on Saturday 12 October. Among those 
telling the story will be Professor John Hattendorf, USA, Professor 
Andrew Lambert, UK, Professor Chris Madsen, Canada, five PhDs 
and the gunnery expert who directed the gunfire of the film Master and 
Commander. They may not wholly agree with each other, so you will 
need to make up your own mind which comments to accept! The speakers 
have promised to make it simple, academic in respect of accuracy but not 
in its presentation, with time for questions at intervals. There will also be 
the launch of the book Broke of the Shannon and the War of 1812, edited 
by Dr Tim Voelcker with contributions from all the speakers and others: 
an illustrated hardback at £19.99, the book will be offered at a special price 
of £15 on the day.

https://www.supportusalliance.co.uk/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nmrn.org.uk%2fhms&srcid=1274&srctid=1&erid=11726&trid=d88610a2-5b4d-4d5a-b105-bffc4a14389e
https://www.supportusalliance.co.uk/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nmrn.org.uk%2fhms&srcid=1274&srctid=1&erid=11726&trid=d88610a2-5b4d-4d5a-b105-bffc4a14389e
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All this will take place in the University Campus Suffolk, Waterfront 
Building, Neptune Quay, Ipswich, IP4 1QJ from 10.30 a.m. to 5.45 p.m. 
on Saturday 12 October. The price is £35 per head including a finger buffet 
lunch and refreshments at the breaks and free parking – a bargain for such 
a galaxy of international talent.

On Sunday 13 October at 3 p.m. there will be a celebratory concert at 
Broke’s home church, St Martins, Nacton, IP10 0HZ, with international 
tenor Richard Edgar-Wilson and Radio 3 presenter Louise Fryer, together 
with choir and orchestra under the direction of Andrew Leach, telling the 
story using contemporary words and music, including songs, Beethoven’s 
extraordinary Wellington’s Victory at the Battle of Vittoria and Hayden’s 
Mass in Time of War. Tickets for the concert are £10.

Places are limited for both events so please book early by contacting 
Fraser Yates, 309 Norwich Road, Ipswich, IP1 4BW or email bookings@
ipswichmaritimetrust.org.uk or visit www.ipswichmaritimetrust.org.uk 

Calls for Papers
The Health and Welfare of Seafarers: Past, present and 

prospects
Maritime Historical Studies Centre, University of Hull 

30 January–1 February 2014

Proposals are welcomed for an upcoming conference on the health and 
welfare of seafarers.

We are keen to adopt broad definitions of health and welfare including, 
but not limited to, physical, emotional, social, financial and religious 
aspects. Contributions might consider experiences afloat and ashore 
among all people who work at sea or depend on them. International and 
inter disciplinary proposals are particularly welcome, as are those from 
post graduate students. Comparative contributions allowing seafarers 
and maritime communities to be placed in a broader context are also 
encouraged.

The deadline for proposals (papers and posters) is 1 September 2013.
For full details see http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritime-history/

news/call-for-papers.aspx or write to Maritime Historical Studies Centre, 
University of Hull, Blaydes House, 6 High Street, Hull HU1 1HA

Strategy and the Sea
Naval History Conference, All Souls College, Oxford

10–12 April 2014

A conference will be held in Oxford to celebrate Professor John B. 
Hattendorf’s leading contribution to naval history. For 30 years as 
the Ernest J. King Professor of Maritime History at the US Naval War 
College, John Hattendorf has furthered historical understanding among 
naval professionals and reinvigorated maritime scholarship. Reflecting the 
breadth of Hattendorf’s historical perspective, this conference provides an 
opportunity for research students and recognized authorities to present 
the latest research in naval history that pushes traditional boundaries and 
asks innovative questions. The organizers seek to stimulate discussion 

mailto:bookings@ipswichmaritimetrust.org.uk
mailto:bookings@ipswichmaritimetrust.org.uk
http://www.ipswichmaritimetrust.org.uk
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritime-history/news/call-for-papers.aspx
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritime-history/news/call-for-papers.aspx
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between naval personnel and academics on the formulation and execution 
of strategy, the development of traditional and irregular naval tactics, and 
the influence of sea power in international relations. Additional topics 
might include finance, naval theory, logistics, social history, shipbuilding, 
and the ‘fiscal-naval state’. Speakers will give papers of 20 minutes on their 
research followed by 10 minutes of questions from the audience.

Those wishing to present a paper should send a proposed title and 
abstract of no more than 300 words along with a one-page CV to the 
conference organizers at allsouls.navalhistory@gmail.com.

The deadline is 1 September 2013. A website with further details will be 
live shortly. In the meantime, contact Benjamin Darnell, DPhil candidate 
in History, at New College, Oxford, OX1 3BN at benjamin.darnell@new.
ox.ac.uk or tel. (44) (0) 7595 293168

The Fifth Symposium on Shipbuilding 
in the Thames

The Docklands History Group are pleased to announce that you can 
now purchase copies of the proceedings of the symposium held in 
February last year at the Museum of London, Docklands, edited by 
Chris Ellmers. Full information is to be found on the group’s website 
at  www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk. Details include a call for papers 
for the Sixth Symposium and the contents of the proceedings of previous 
Symposia. Comprising over 160 pages, this is a very interesting report for 
anyone interested in Thames shipbuilding.

The Navy Records Society
New online publishing site is now live

The Navy Records Society is delighted to announce that their new online-
publishing site, Navy Records Online, is now LIVE and can be found at 
www.navyrecordsonline.co.uk

The Navy Records Society has been publishing in print since 1893 and 
continues to do so, as strongly as ever. This new website, however, allows 
publication of significant stand-alone short records which they have not 
been traditionally able to publish, such as maps, sketch books, cartoons 
and photographs. Moreover, much of the material will also come from 
private collections, allowing them to share material that would otherwise 
remain hidden.

The site will be updated with a new record, each accompanied by a 
detailed context-setting introduction, at least once per month. Members 
can contribute to an ongoing debate in the ‘Share Your Knowledge’ 
section at the bottom of each post. Members are also wholly encouraged 
to submit their own discoveries for publication. Members of the Navy 
Records Society receive free access to this site, though it is also possible to 
become a member of Navy Records Online, for £20 per year. 
Contact Dr Sam Willis for more information at www.sam-willis.com.

mailto:allsouls.navalhistory@gmail.com
mailto:Benjamin.darnell@new.ox.ac.uk
mailto:Benjamin.darnell@new.ox.ac.uk
http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk
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Books by Members
David R. Collin Kirkcudbright’s Prince of Denmark Whittles Publishing 
June 2013, 240 pages paperback, liberally illustrated ISBN 978-184995-
088-6 £19.99

This is the story of the unusually long and interesting career of a small 
Scottish schooner spent primarily in the southern hemisphere. From the 
quest to trace her history and construction to the careers of those who 
owned and sailed in her during her 74-year life, the story is full of vividly 
portrayed rogues and heroes the famous and infamous as well as ordinary 
people calmly going about their daily business in tempestuous and difficult 
times, when grave risks were stoically and courageously accepted as a 
matter of course.

Built in Kirkcudbright, Scotland in 1789 she was wrecked in the 
Chesterfield Islands, Pacific Ocean in 1863. Her incredible rebirth only 
four months later as the schooner Hamlet’s Ghost is verified by painstaking 
and meticulous research into records and logs of the vessels concerned. The 
voyages of the Prince of Denmark and of Hamlet’s Ghost exemplify the 
courage, skill and vision of men and women who experienced hardship, 
danger and adversity in their quest for riches in colonial lands.

Websites of interest
http://www.archaeology.org/news/622-130305-egypt-solar-boat-khufu 
A sewage pipe has burst in the Khufu Boat Museum at Giza where 
Pharoah’s Solar Barge is threatened with water damage. The 4,500-year-
old barge was discovered under the great pyramid in 1954 and was lovingly 
restored by Ahmed Yousef of the Egyptian Department of Antuiquities 
over a period of 13 years.

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/03/us-peru-culture-
archaeology-idUSBRE95216V20130603
A report from Reuters correspondent Mitra Taj deals with the discovery 
of two 400-year-old warships, the Santa Ana and the San Francisco that 
sank in the Pacific after being attacked and sank by a Dutch Admiral, Joris 
Van Spilbergen, during the Eighty Years war between Spain and Dutch 
subjects who were in revolt. It is hoped that the ships can be raised after 
metal detectors and magnetometers indicated that the ships are lying on 
the ocean bed some 150 km south of the capital Lima. It is thought that 
there will be no gold or silver finds but excavating the ship’s remains will 
offer a glimpse of maritime life in the time of the Viceroyalty of Peru when 
it was, like most of South America at the time, a Spanish colony. 

http://news.discovery.com/history/archaeology/smugglers-shipwrecked-
steamer-found-130602.htm
The wreck of a nineteenth-century steamer that smuggled guns and carried 
hundreds of thousands of dollars and maybe gold has been identified as 
the SS Ozama by Dr E. Lee Spence who said that the engine type, width, 
decking and other construction features positively identified the vessel. 
According to Dr Spence, the iron hull is in good condition with most 

http://www.archaeology.org/news/622-130305-egypt-solar-boat-khufu
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/03/us-peru-culture-archaeology-idUSBRE95216V20130603
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/03/us-peru-culture-archaeology-idUSBRE95216V20130603
http://news.discovery.com/history/archaeology/smugglers-shipwrecked-steamer-found-130602.htm
http://news.discovery.com/history/archaeology/smugglers-shipwrecked-steamer-found-130602.htm
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of the ship sitting upright  in about 40 feet of water off Cape Romain in 
South Carolina.

http://www.hollandsentinel.com/news/x90724231/Team-gets-Griffin-
shipwreck-excavation-permit-in-Lake-Michigan
A group that believes that it has found the remains of the seventeenth-
century French warship Le Griffon in northern Lake Michigan has 
received a state permit to conduct a test excavation of the site. The vessel 
was built by the legendary explorer La Salle and disappeared during its 
maiden voyage in 1679. It is hoped to begin work during this summer.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-23357523
The aim of a project by English Heritage on the fortieth anniversary of the 
Protection of Wrecks Act is to give protected status to the most important 
sites of wrecks predating 1840. A total of 88 lost wrecks around the seas 
of Great Britain are to be investigated by archaeologists including the SS 
Forfarshire whose crew were rescued by Grace Darling and her father, and 
the Flying Joan, Sir Walter Raleigh’s lost vessel near the Scillies in 1617. 
Other sites include a possible Tudor wreck similar to the Mary Rose sunk 
on Walney Island near Morecombe Bay and an early barge known as a 
Mersey flat, There are 37,000 known and dated wreck sites of which pre-
1840 wrecks make up just 4 per cent.

http://www.thisiscornwall.co.uk/Shipwreck-divers-discover-secret-
Nelson-s/story-19520280-details/story.html#axzz2ZgVqJFuh
The anchor of HMS Colossus, one of Admiral Lord Nelson’s warships 
which sank off the Scillies in 1798 has been discovered by Todd Stevens 
and Robin Burrows after spotting two faint blips on their sonar screen. 
Colossus was returning home from the Battle of the Nile when she was 
shipwrecked off Samson, one of the Scilly Isles in a severe storm. She 
was carrying a huge hoard of Etruscan pottery collected by Sir William 
Hamilton, husband of Lady Emma, the famous beauty and mistress of 
Nelson. Over 30,000 pieces were recovered from the wreck, most of 
which are now in the British Museum. Most of the guns and other articles 
have been retrieved from the ship. In 2001 Todd  Stevens and his wife 
Carmen uncovered the spectacular carved wooden figure of a neo-classical 
warrior which had adorned the stern of the ship. To find the massive 20-
foot anchor was like finding the missing piece of the jigsaw.

http://www.hollandsentinel.com/news/x90724231/Team-gets-Griffin-shipwreck-excavation-permit-in-Lake-Michigan
http://www.hollandsentinel.com/news/x90724231/Team-gets-Griffin-shipwreck-excavation-permit-in-Lake-Michigan
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-23357523
http://www.thisiscornwall.co.uk/Shipwreck-divers-discover-secret-Nelson-s/story-19520280-details/story.html#axzz2ZgVqJFuh
http://www.thisiscornwall.co.uk/Shipwreck-divers-discover-secret-Nelson-s/story-19520280-details/story.html#axzz2ZgVqJFuh
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University Courses
Cardiff University, School of Earth and Ocean Science

Dr Hance Smith and Dr David Jenkins are supervising a course for 
students – The Regional Development of Maritime Heritage in the United 
Kingdom. For further information contact Dr Hance Smith or visit the 
Cardiff University website.

University of Exeter
The University of Exeter offers MA and PhD courses in maritime 
historical studies modern module explores European maritime expansion 
and the creation of commercial empires. See the website of the Centre for 
Maritime Historical Studies.

Greenwich Maritime Institute, University of Greenwich
Located in the historic setting of the Old Royal Naval College, the 
Greenwich Maritime Institute offers a unique en viron ment for the study 
of maritime history, including an MA in Maritime History . For details 
email gmi@gre.ac.uk or visit the Greenwich Maritime Institute website.

University of Hull
The University of Hull offers a BA course and MA and PhD programmes 
in maritime history. Contact Dr Richard Gorski or visit the website at the 
Department of History, Uni versity of Hull.

There is also a Diploma in Maritime History provided on a part-time 
basis over four years, with learning and teaching taking place entirely 
online. For further information email Michaela Barnard.

Swansea University
Swansea University Arts and Human ities department is offers an MA 
course in Maritime and Imperial History. For further details please visit 
the Swansea University website or contact Dr Adam Mosley.

Accessing Topmasts online
A few members are not finding Topmasts on the SNR website. Log 
on to www.snr.org.uk. Your user name and password consist of your 
membership number followed by your initials in lower case. Members 
with an 0 at the front of their membership number, should ignore the zero 
– for example, I log in as ***bc. Someone called Sebastian Smythe with a 
membership number 8888 would log in as 8888ss. 

Once logged in you will see MySNR link appear. You can change your 
password there and also access member-only material such as the current 
Topmasts. To get an email alert to advise that the latest issue of Topmasts is 
on the web, please send me your email address to topmasts@snr.org.uk. At 
present, we only have approximately on third of the membership’s email 
addresses. We would like to make it 100 per cent.

Barry Coombs

mailto:smithhd%40cardiff.ac.uk?subject=Enquiry%20about%20Maritime%20Heritage%20course
http://wwww.cardiff.ac.uk/earth/degreeprogrammes/postgraduateresearch/projects/ge09
http://centres.exeter.ac.uk/cmhs/
http://centres.exeter.ac.uk/cmhs/
mailto:gmi%40gre.ac.uk?subject=MA%20in%20maritime%20history
http://www.gre.ac.uk/gmi
mailto:r.c.gorski%40hull.ac.uk?subject=University%20of%20Hull%20courses
http://www.history.hull.ac.uk
mailto:m.g.barnard%40hull.ac.uk?subject=Diploma%20in%20Maritime%20History
http://www.swansea.ac.uk/artsand humanities
mailto:a.j.mosley%40swansea.ac.uk?subject=Enquiry%20about%20MA%20in%20Maritime%20and%20Imperial%20History
http://www.snr.org.uk
mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk
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New Members and Reported Deaths
1 April – 30 June 2013

Full members
Miss Richelle Treves, Kentucky, USA 
Mr Timothy Moran, Florida, USA 
M. Alain Clouet, Bordeaux, France 
Mr James Davey, Stepney, London 
Mr Lawrence Baack, California, USA 
Ms Eleni Papavasileiou, Bristol, 
Dr Matthew Harpster, Massachusetts, USA 
Mr David L. Walker, Solihull, West Midlands 
Mr Winston Scoville, Ontario, Canada 
Ms Alison Wareham, Portsmouth, Hampshire 
 (The National Museum of the Royal Navy)

Student members 
Mr Samuel McLean, Greenwich, London 
Mr Michael Bull, Worcester 
Mr Adam Sumnall, Craven, Yorkshire

Reported deaths
Mr William Chapman, Yeovil, Somerset 
Mr Nigel Duffin, Stamford, Lincolnshire
Rear Admiral G. S. Ritchie, Eldon, Aberdeenshire 
Captain J. B. Mitchell, Freshfields, Liverpool 
Professor Ugo Tucci , Perugia, Italy

Topmasts is published on the web in August, November, February and 
May. The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first week of 
the preceding month. Please send announcements as early as possible to 
ensure that they are published. All copy should be sent to:

topmasts@snr.org.uk

mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk

