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Chairman’s Column
After many years of service, and having worked with three successive 
chairmen, our Honorary Secretary Peter Winterbottom, will be stepping 
down at the end of the year.

Societies such as the SNR, being charities, have traditionally had 
honorary secretaries who give time-consuming and devoted service without 
payment. In many cases the position can be very onerous and requires a 
very dedicated and committed person to fulfil the task. I am well aware 
that in the case of the SNR the Honorary Secretary is constantly at the 
beck and call of members and the task can amount to some 10 or 12 hours a 
week. It is not only his time and devotion which have been significant, but 
his experience and knowledge have also been vital in ensuring the smooth 
running of the Society. Additionally, as Honorary Secretary he has taken 
the lead in responding to all the external queries on which the Society is 
invited to comment, and plays a leading role in organizing Society events 
such as the AGM and the annual dinner on HMS Victory. 

Peter Winterbottom has fulfilled the responsibilities of the office of 
Honorary Secretary with great distinction, and has made a significant 
contribution to the life of the Society. Aside from his consistently effective 
day-to-day operations, his professional approach to the role was probably 
the single most significant factor in bringing together the centenary 
programme. The workload that the centenary programme generated and 
the contacts that needed massaging were huge; something Peter was always 
exceptionally good at.

Over the years of Peter’s service, the Society has been making important 
steps forward in how it does its business and Peter has been essential to 
this. Not content to confine his role to administrative duties, Peter has 
taken a constructive view of his office and the opportunities to advance 
the Society. Since I became Chairman, Peter has been a constant help and 
guide in making my tasks straight forward. His work on the new Articles 
and Memoranda was both thorough and painstaking, and will set the 
course of the Society in the years ahead.  He has been a clear and firm 
guide to the Committees and provided help and wise council as required.

I am confident that Peter has embedded his way of working in the Society 
so that we continue to benefit from the standards he has set. Peter has been 
an exceptional Honorary Secretary. I am sure that all members who know 
him will join me in thanking him whole-heartedly for his sterling service. 

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton
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Editorial
May I add my thanks to Peter Winterbottom not only for the sterling 
service that he has given the SNR but also personally for the help and 
encouragement he has given to me unstintingly during my time as editor. 
Previous to that he has always been a welcoming presence at all the SNR 
functions.

I was saddened to read that Marshall Meek had passed away in August 
aged 88. He was one of Britain’s leading naval architects during the last 
years of major British shipbuilding. He also forecast the demise of the 
shipyards through their inward-looking culture and resistance to learn 
from their competitors. He was the chief naval architect of the Liverpool- 
based Blue Funnel Line and designed Britain’s first container ship but was 
frustrated by lack of interest. Foreign yards took up the challenge and 
the rest is history, an almost complete collapse of the British shipbuilding 
industry. His book There go the Ships chronicles his frustrations. Had he 
been able to pursue his ambitious plans, I am sure that many of the British 
shipyards would have been saved. 

I have received quite a lot of positive feedback relating to the change 
of format of Topmasts to one page at a time rather than two columns 
which was sometimes more difficult to read. If anyone has ideas for the 
improvement or enhancement of Topmasts , I would be delighted to hear 
them at topmasts@snr.org.uk.

This issue of Topmasts will be the last one of 2013 so I will take this 
opportunity of wishing all members very best wishes for the festive season. 
I will be enjoying some sunshine down under where I intend to meet up 
with people at Flinders University involved in Peter Ashley’s Flinders Bi-
Centenary celebrations and visit the maritime museums in South Australia 
and Darling Harbour Sydney. 

Barry Coombs

Flinders Bicentenary

There is a fascinating report of the progress and details of the proposed 
statue of Matthew Flinders to be positioned at Euston Station that can be 
accessed here: http://flindersstatue.blogspot.co.uk/

Maquettes will be available as a limited edition of just 75 pieces. They 
will be 30 cm high, 34 cm in diameter and will weigh 13 kg. They will cost 
£4,500 plus VAT and shipping outside London. Proceeds will go towards 
the cost of the statue by sculptor Mark Richards at Euston Station. 

If a maquette is not on your shopping list, you are very welcome to make 
a donation to the project. Funds can be transferred to The Royal Bank of 
Scotland, A/C number 12292609, sort code 16-00-34, reference Matthew 
Flinders Memorial Statue. There is an excellent four-page brochure which 
outlines progress and ways to help the project.

For further information email peterashley4@btinternet.com
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The Fenland Lighter Project
A Russo-Fenland Diagram?

The diagram in question figured in correspondence of the 1980s between 
the present writer and the late Professor Ian R. Christie, University 
College London. It was his opinion that a knowledge of eighteenth-
century Fenland lighters, operating in effect as floating trains, could well 
have provided the genesis of the designs for various Russian ‘vermiculars’ 
(i.e. ‘wormlike’ vessels) used on the River Dnieper and tributaries.

Correspondence on this matter still reaches the Fenland Lighter Project 
from time to time, especially regarding the Imperial Vermicular indicated 
in the accompanying diagram. This vessel consisted of six flexibly linked 
units, and was intended as a state barge for Catherine the Great. The 
designer was Samuel Bentham (brother of Jeremy, the philosopher) who 
had been ‘head-hunted’ by Prince Potemkin to develop Russian river-craft 
of various types.

Some further reading: I. R. Christie, ‘Samuel Bentham and the  Western 
Colony at  Krichev . . .’, Slavonic and East European Review, 48 (1969–70), 
232–47; H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘Fenland Lighters and Russian “Vermiculars” 
. . .’, Mariner’s Mirror 74 (1988), 157 and ‘Anglo-Russian “Vermiculars” 
on the Dnieper . . .’, RuBriCa, issue three (Moscow, 1997), 5–11 (this 
article duly received attention on Moscow Radio World Service).

Visit www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html for more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

Bronze Age Vessels Found near Peterborough

More news from the Fens – eight boats reputed to be 4,000 years old were 
discovered in 2011 by archaeologists when they excavated a section of a 
quarry near Peterborough at Must Farm. These Bronze Age vessels will 
be placed in a large refrigerated unit and sprayed with a special wax to 
preserve their timbers, the method that was used so successfully on the 
Mary Rose at Portsmouth.

The Annual E. G. R. Taylor Lecture

Professor Jim Bennett gave a superb lecture on Christopher Middleton and 
his scientific work on board Hudson Bay Company ships and later, as an 
RN captain, in Hudson’s Bay looking for the elusive North West Passage. 
Jim was able to bring out to a non-specialist audience the importance of 
measurement of magnetic variation, via various novel instruments. This 
was important  not only to sailors in respect of longitude at the time, but 
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also in terms of researches into the ‘natural philosophy’ of the sea pursued 
by more famous fellow members of the Royal Society like Edmond Halley. 
Perhaps of interest to SNR members was the specific consideration of 
whether a particular oil portrait of a naval captain in the collections of 
the National Maritime Museum might be of Middleton himself. This was 
painted in 1731 or later since he holds an Elton quadrant (1731) which 
Middleton took with him. 

The lecture – this year under the aegis of the Hakluyt Society – was 
packed out and declared by all to be a great success for the E. G. R. Taylor 
lectures given annually at the RGS.

Dates for  the next three years:

2014 9 October Institute of Navigation
2015 8 October RGS
2016 13 October SNR

Further information will be carried in forthcoming editions of Topmasts.

SNR (South) Programme

The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote 
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with 
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the 
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert 
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and 
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the 
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at 
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David 
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.

For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new web-
site www.snrsouth.org.uk. New material or queries should be addressed 
to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld.com

The Wellington Trust

The Wellington Trust was set up in 2005 to support the maintenance 
of HQS Wellington and her educational and heritage roles; the Friends 
provide a vital support to these aims. The Royal Navy sloop HMS 
Wellington, served four years in the South Pacific from 1935. She then 
undertook 103 convoy operations throughout the Second World War II. 
Converted after the war into the Floating Livery Hall of the Honourable 
Company of Master Mariners, she has been berthed at Temple Stairs in the 
heart of London since 1948. Now owned by the Wellington Trust, the ship 
is a national treasure for learning about maritime business, the history of 
the Merchant Navy and Britain’s reliance on sea trade.

All with an interest in Britain’s maritime past are welcome to our 
Heritage meetings held on Mondays in the winter months. The Wardroom 
Bar opens at 6.15 p.m. and the cost for the talk only is £5. The lecture is 
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followed by an optional supper – two courses and a glass of wine for £30 
or £25 for Wellington Trust Friends. Bronze Membership of the Friends 
of the Wellington Trust is £50 p.a. Please book ahead with the Business 
Manager, telephone 0207 836 8179 or e-mail info@thewellingtontrust.com

To learn more, see our website at www.thewellingtontrust.com 

Heritage Evenings 2013–14 
Mondays at 6.15 for 7.00 p.m.

11 November 2013 Arctic Convoys Captain Richard Woodman
9 December 2013 Battle of the Atlantic from the U-boats’ 

perspective Rear Admiral John Lang
13 January 2014 RMS Queen Mary Mr Glyn Evans
10 February 2014 SS Gothic: the Royal Tour 1952 Captain Graham 

Pepper
10 March 2014 Ernest Shackleton, Antarctic Explorer  The Hon. 

Alexandra Shackleton

Royal Museums Greenwich 
National Maritime Museum Lectures 2014

21–22 March Maritime Culture and Britain in the Age of J. W. M. Turner
3–4 April Ideas in Movement: the role of conflict and commerce in the 

history of navigation
25–26 July 2014 Longitude Examined Tercentenary conference on the 

history of the Board of Longitude and the determination of 
longitude at sea.

For further details access the website www.rmg.co.uk or to be put on the 
mailing list for the full lecture programme contact Sophie Sheppard on 020 
8312 6716 or at research@rmg.co.uk. 

British Maritime History Seminars 2013–14 

Convenors: Dr James Davey, Dr Rebekah Higgitt, Dr Margaret Lincoln, 
Dr Joshua Newton and Dr Nigel Rigby.

19 November The Silent Service on the Silent Screen: The ‘Cult of 
the Navy’ and early cinema Victoria Carolan, University of 
Greenwich

3 December The Culture of Coaling Stations: Tourism, entertainment 
and interactions at British naval coaling stations Steven Gray 
University of Warwick

17 December ‘The artist in me survived’ John Kingsley Cook and serving 
in the merchant navy during the Second World War  
Melanie Vandenbrouck, National Maritime Museum

14 January Masculinity, Space, and the Eighteenth-century Royal Naval 
Ship Elin Jones Queen Mary, University of London
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28 January Cartel and Contra Cartel: The politics surrounding prisoners 
of war, 1793–1815 Bob Sutcliffe, University of Greenwich

11 February The Admiralty’s ‘Anywhere Court’ Prosecuting and 
Punishing Pirates in the Early Eighteenth Century William 
Hasty, University of Edinburgh

25 February Hidden Depths: The civilian shaping of military 
oceanography during the early Cold War Samuel Robinson, 
University of Manchester

11 March Search for Sailortown: Naval towns and urban cultures c. 
1820–1914 Bradley Beavan, University of Portsmouth

25 March The Lord High Admiral and the Demise of the Navy Board: 
The battle for control of the Navy 1801–32 Roger Knight, 
University of Greenwich

Go to rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences and seminars for full abstracts.
All seminars begin at 17.15 at the Institute of Historical Research at the 

University of London Senate House, WC1E 7HU in the Athlone Room. 
Nearest Tube stations are Russell Square, Goodge Street and Tottenham 
Court Road.

Each paper lasts approximately 45 minutes followed by 15 to 30 minutes 
of questions. There is no charge for these seminars and no need to book.

Calls for Papers
The Health and Welfare of Seafarers: 

Past, present and prospects
Maritime Historical Studies Centre, University of Hull 

30 January–1 February 2014

Proposals are welcomed for an upcoming conference on the health and 
welfare of seafarers.

We are keen to adopt broad definitions of health and welfare including, 
but not limited to, physical, emotional, social, financial and religious 
aspects. Contributions might consider experiences afloat and ashore 
among all people who work at sea or depend on them. International and 
inter disciplinary proposals are particularly welcome, as are those from 
post graduate students. Comparative contributions allowing seafarers 
and maritime communities to be placed in a broader context are also 
encouraged.

The deadline for proposals (papers and posters) is 1 September 2013.
For full details see http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritime-history/

news/call-for-papers.aspx or write to Maritime Historical Studies Centre, 
University of Hull, Blaydes House, 6 High Street, Hull HU1 1HA

Strategy and the Sea
Naval History Conference, All Souls College, Oxford

10–12 April 2014

A conference will be held in Oxford to celebrate Professor John B. 
Hattendorf’s leading contribution to naval history. For 30 years as 
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the Ernest J. King Professor of Maritime History at the US Naval War 
College, John Hattendorf has furthered historical understanding among 
naval professionals and reinvigorated maritime scholarship. Reflecting the 
breadth of Hattendorf’s historical perspective, this conference provides an 
opportunity for research students and recognized authorities to present 
the latest research in naval history that pushes traditional boundaries and 
asks innovative questions. The organizers seek to stimulate discussion 
between naval personnel and academics on the formulation and execution 
of strategy, the development of traditional and irregular naval tactics, and 
the influence of sea power in international relations. Additional topics 
might include finance, naval theory, logistics, social history, shipbuilding, 
and the ‘fiscal-naval state’. Speakers will give papers of 20 minutes on their 
research followed by 10 minutes of questions from the audience.

Those wishing to present a paper should send a proposed title and 
abstract of no more than 300 words along with a one-page CV to the 
conference organizers at allsouls.navalhistory@gmail.com.

The deadline is 1 September 2013. A website with further details will be 
live shortly. In the meantime, contact Benjamin Darnell, DPhil candidate 
in History, at New College, Oxford, OX1 3BN at benjamin.darnell@new.
ox.ac.uk or tel. (44) (0) 7595 293168

News from the Netherlands
Navy Model Gallery of the Rijksmuseum Opens

In April the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam reopened its doors to the public 
after major renovation works. The national museum of the Netherlands, 
world-renowned for its Rembrandts and Vermeers, also houses a fine 
collection of ship models from the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries. 

The origins of the collection lie within the Department of the Navy, 

Model of a Dutch 40–46-gun man-of-war in the style of the English Navy Board models, about 1738 (NG-MC-1938)
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that maintained a Model Room from 1817 until the 1880s to store the 
increasing number of technical scale models it produced and obtained. 
Between 1883 and 1889 the collection, by then numbering more than 1,600 
objects, was transferred to the Rijksmuseum where it was on display until 
the 1920s. After that most items went into permanent storage, only some 
of its highlights remained. With the re-opening of the museum in 2013, 
250 models from the naval collection are back on public display again in a 
dedicated museum gallery.

The Model Room of the Department of the Navy was first and foremost 
a technical collection. But where the Admiralty of the British Royal Navy 
had a long tradition in the use of both plans and models of ships, it was not 
until the middle of the eighteenth century that the making of ship models 
of Dutch warships became commonplace. Right from the beginning, the 
Navy Model Room also doubled as an historical and naval art collection 
as older objects that referred to the glorious maritime past of the Dutch 
Republic were acquired and added to the already rapidly expanding 
collection of technical models. 

The new Ship Model Gallery of the Rijksmuseum is a cross-section of 
what the collection as a whole has to offer. The centrepiece of the new 
presentation is the display of the rigged models from the seventeenth to 
nineteenth century, while wall-mounted display cases feature various 
themes like the construction of ships, decoration, armaments, life on 
board, the introduction of steam power and armour plating. A sample of 
the large collection of half-block models is shown as are models associated 
with non-naval tasks of the department: models of lighthouses and buoys, 
semaphores, life-boats, dredgers and icebreakers.

The Rijksmuseum is open daily from 9.oo to17.00.
Visit www.rijksmuseum.nl

Jeroen van der Vliet

Books by Members

Britt Zerbe The Birth of the Royal Marines, 
1664–1802, 2013, 5 line illustrations. 304 
pp, Boydell Press, ISBN 9781843838371 
£60

This book traces the origins and early 
development of the Royal Marines, out-
lining their organizational structures, their 
recruitment and social background, the 
activities in which they were engaged, and 
how their distinctive identity was forged. 
For a fuller description see http://www.
boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewItem.
asp?idProduct=14225

Special offer to SNR members: save 25%!



Topmasts no. 8

10

Order direct from the publisher and pay £45 (plus £3 postage).Order 
online at www.boydellandbrewer.com or from Boydell & Brewer Ltd, PO 
Box 9, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 3DF, UK. Tel. 01394 610 600, trading@
boydell.co.uk.

Please be sure to quote reference 13201 when prompted (online this will 
be at the checkout). Offer ends 31 January 2014.

Simon J. Hall Under a Yellow Sky Whittles Publishing, 2013, 192 pp, pbk, 
12 b/w illustrations, ISBN 9781849950947, £16.99

This an account of Simon Hall’s life as a deck cadet in the Merchant 
Navy during the 1970s exploring the world, particularly the South China 
Sea, where he encountered all sorts of deprivations as well as many 
happy moments. As he tramped around the backwaters of the world, he 
encountered a rarely experienced side of life that at times becomes almost 
surreal, making this an extremely different kind of travelogue. Under a 
Yellow Sky shines a backward light on a world that has now disappeared.

Jonathan Coad Support for the Fleet Architecture and Engineering of the 
Royal Navy’s Bases 1700 to 1914 English Heritage Publications, 2013, 464 
pp, hbk, colour and b/w illustrations, ISBN 97818480205-9, £100.

This major new book traces for the first time the architectural and 
engineering works in the Royal Navy’s shore bases at home and abroad 
and the political imperatives and technologies that helped shape them up 
to the First World War. 

Based on detailed archival research, it concentrates on the remarkable 
legacy of surviving structures. The varied requirements of the sailing 
navy and its steam-driven successor are reflected in successive dockyard 
remodellings and expansions. The book reveals the close links that 
developed with a rapidly industrialising Britain at the end of the eighteenth 
century, showing contributions of figures such as Samuel Bentham, Thomas 
Telford, Henry Maudslay, the Rennies, the Jessops and James Watt. 

The influence of the Royal Engineers is traced from early beginnings in 
the 1700s to their major role in the dockyard expansions from the late 1830s 
into the twentieth century. The architectural development of victualling 
and ordnance yards, naval hospitals, schools and coaling stations are all 
described, together with their key contributions to Great Britain’s long 
naval supremacy. Copiously illustrated with maps, plans and photographs, 
this important and lively work will appeal to naval historians, industrial 
archaeologists and students.

J. D. Davies Britannia’s Dragon: A naval history of Wales, The History 
Press, 2013, pbk, ISBN 9780752470139. £18.99 

This is the first book ever written about the part played by Wales in naval 
history. Based on extensive research, it tells a compelling story that spans 
nearly 2,000 years, from the Romans to the present. Many Welshmen 
– and women – have served in both the Royal Navy and the navies of 
other countries. Welshmen played major parts in voyages of exploration, 
in the navy’s suppression of the slave trade, and in naval warfare from 
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the Viking era to the Spanish Armada, in the American Civil War, both 
World Wars and the Falklands War. Britannia’s Dragon tells their stories 
in vivid detail. The navy also did much to shape Wales itself. The town 
of Pembroke Dock was created by the country’s only Royal Dockyard, 
while the expansion of the coal and copper industries was largely driven 
by the navy. Comprehensive, enlightening and provocative, Britannia’s 
Dragon also explodes many myths about Welsh history, arguing that most 
Welshmen in the sailing navy were volunteers not pressed men, and that 
relative to the size of national populations, proportionally more Welsh 
seaman than English fought at Trafalgar. 

Quintin Conville and James Davey (eds)  
Nelson: Navy and nation Conway Press, 
2013, 240 pp, over 200 illustrations, ISBN 
97818444862078, £20

This book has been published to accom-
pany a long term gallery exhibition of 
the same name at the National Maritime 
Museum, Greenwich. It explores a century 
of bitter conflict from the Glorious 
Revolution to the defeat of Napoleon. The 
book contains many key objects from the 
gallery and includes previously unseen 
material, expertly photographed for this 
publication. The list of distinguished 

contributors include Marianne Czisnik, Roger Knight, Andrew Lambert, 
Margaret Lincoln, Roland Pietsch, N. A. M. Rodger, Dan Snow, Ted 
Vallance, Kathleen Wilson and the editors Quintin Colville and James 
Davy. This book will be an excellent accompaniment to the NMM 
exhibition which opened on 21 October 2013.

Launch of the Digitized 
Board of Longitude Archives

Your editor is indebted to Andy Corrigan of the Cambridge Digital 
Library based at Cambridge University Library for the information that 
in partnership with the National Maritime Museum, they have recently 
fully digitized the complete archive and associated materials, alongside 
detailed metadata, contextual essays, videos, educational resources and 
hundreds of links to relevant objects in the NMM online collections. 

The collection was formally launched in July by Lord Rees of 
Ludlow, Astronomer Royal, and is available at http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/
collections/longitude 
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The Naval Chronicle: 
more resources for researchers

Ken Flemming, the UK editor of the 1805 Club’s quarterly magazine 
The Kedge Anchor, has kindly allowed me to reproduce the following 
information.

The Naval Chronicle on DVD: The original Naval Chronicles were 
published in 40 volumes between 1799 and 1818. They are key sources for 
British and military history. It was the most influential maritime publication 
of its day. Subjects ranged from accounts of battles and lists of ships to 
notices of promotion and marriages, court martials, deaths and biographies, 
poetry and letters. Each volume also contains engravings and charts relating 
to naval engagements and important harbours around the world. 

The books on DVD have been compiled from professionally scanned 
original books which are not under copyright. In effect you will be reading 
the original books but on your computer screen. There are a few issues 
inexplicably missing on the DVD , nos 28, 29, 39 and 40. They are available 
on ebay.co.uk and ebay.com. Your editor purchased a DVD which was 
sent from the Philippines very promptly after placing the order for a cost 
of less than £10 including post and packing which included a very nice 
note from the vendor. 

This is a data DVD for use in your computer and requires a DVD-
ROM or DVD-RW drive to function. All are PDFs.

Websites of Interest

http://archive.org/details/cu31924027921372
There is full online access to William O’Byrne’s Naval Biographical 
Dictionary here.

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/sunken-ships-seen-in-ancient-city-
of-tieion.aspx?pageID=238&nID=49724&NewsCatID=375
Fishermen have discovered two ships off the ancient city of Tieion in the 
Black Sea province of Zonguldak. Permission and funds are being sought 
from the Tourism and Culture Ministry to dive at the sites and recover 
some of the cargo. The ships have pots, columns and stones on board 
and could be from Roman, Byzantium or Genoese periods and any time 
between the thirteenth century BC and second century AD.

http://www.wtop.com/46/3400314/Uncovering-an-underwater-mystery
Divers in St Mary’s in Maryland have discovered the remains of what 
appears to be a British ship in about 10 feet of water in the St. Mary’s river. 
They found an oval shaped area around 5o feet long with a heavy load of  
rounded cobblestones. These are not to be found in the immediate area 
and are thought to be ballast from the north Devon coast. No timber was 
found intact but a small shaped fragment could be part of the bilge pump.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-norfolk-23526192 
The remains of an oak timbered boat which could be more than 600 years 
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old has been discovered in a new drainage dyke near the River Chet at 
Loddon, Norfolk. Local researchers know of no other vessel of this type 
in Norfolk.

http://english.vietnamnet.vn/fms/art-entertainment/83452/800-year-old-
antiques-in-shipwreck-in-quang-nam.html 
Recently Vietnamese fishermen salvaged hundreds of artefacts and antiques 
from two newly discovered wrecks just 300 yards from Tam Hai Island. 
The ceramic items are believed to be 800 years old. This website contains 
some excellent pictures of the vessels and their salvaged artefacts,

http://www.hydro-international.com/news/id6359-D-Mapping_
Technology_to_Locate_Sunken_Vessels.html 
3-D mapping technology to locate sunken vessels without getting wet 
feet has been adopted by shipwreck hunters along the south Australian 
coastline. They are hoping to discover long forgotten hulks using GIS 
technology with partners Esri Australia. More than 800 shipwrecks are 
known to lie in the waters there, particularly around Kangaroo island, 
the Fleurieu and Yorke peninsulas. This is of no comfort to your editor 
who is visiting all three locations in December, travelling by ferry through 
these waters. This is a very interesting website and could provide the key 
to accurate charting of wrecks in the future.

University Courses
Cardiff University, School of Earth and Ocean Science

Dr Hance Smith and Dr David Jenkins are supervising a course for 
students – The Regional Development of Maritime Heritage in the United 
Kingdom. For further information contact Dr Hance Smith or visit the 
Cardiff University website.

University of Exeter
The University of Exeter offers MA and PhD courses in maritime 
historical studies modern module explores European maritime expansion 
and the creation of commercial empires. See the website of the Centre for 
Maritime Historical Studies.

Greenwich Maritime Institute, University of Greenwich
Located in the historic setting of the Old Royal Naval College, the 
Greenwich Maritime Institute offers a unique en viron ment for the study 
of maritime history, including an MA in Maritime History . For details 
email gmi@gre.ac.uk or visit the Greenwich Maritime Institute website.

University of Hull
The University of Hull offers a BA course and MA and PhD programmes 
in maritime history. Contact Dr Richard Gorski or visit the website at the 
Department of History, Uni versity of Hull.

There is also a Diploma in Maritime History provided on a part-time 
basis over four years, with learning and teaching taking place entirely 
online. For further information email Michaela Barnard.
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Swansea University

Swansea University Arts and Human ities department is offers an MA 
course in Maritime and Imperial History. For further details please visit 
the Swansea University website or contact Dr Adam Mosley.

Barry Coombs

Accessing Topmasts online

A few members are not finding Topmasts on the SNR website. Log 
on to www.snr.org.uk. Your user name and password consist of your 
membership number followed by your initials in lower case. Members 
with an 0 at the front of their membership number, should ignore the zero 
– for example, I log in as ***bc. Someone called Sebastian Smythe with a 
membership number 8888 would log in as 8888ss. 

Once logged in you will see MySNR link appear. You can change your 
password there and also access member-only material such as the current 
Topmasts. To get an email alert to advise that the latest issue of Topmasts is 
on the web, please send me your email address to topmasts@snr.org.uk. At 
present, we only have approximately on third of the membership’s email 
addresses. We would like to make it 100 per cent.

Barry Coombs

New Members and Reported Deaths
1 July – 30 September 2013

Full members
Mr Christopher Bovill, Nevada, USA
Dr Alejandro Martin-Lopez, Zaragoza, Spain
Commodore Jan Drent, British Columbia, Canada
Mr Kelvin Moneypenny, London
Dr Kroum Batchvarov, Connecticut, USA
Mr Paul Martinovich, Ontario, Canada
Mr Stuart Bligh , Harrietsham, Kent
Dr Martin Wilcox, Kingston upon Hull 
Mr Tim Dougall, Bath, Somerset
Dr Randal Davis, Arizona, USA
Mr Albert Shoemaker, Florida, USA 

Reported deaths
Mr Lyndon Rust, Berkshire 
Mr M. Baines, Cumbria

Topmasts is published on the web in August, November, February and 
May. The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first week of 
the preceding month. Please send announcements as early as possible to 
ensure that they are published. All copy should be sent to:

topmasts@snr.org.uk


