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Chairman’s Column
The last year or so has seen rapid strides in the Society’s move into the 
digital age which will enable us to establish new services to members while 
ensuring that those who wish to stay in the traditional paper-based world 
will not be disadvantaged. 

The Mariners Mirror continues to go from strength to strength. The 
sterling work done by the previous editor, Hugh Murphy, brought the 
journal up to the highest international standards and facilitated our moving 
to a publishing contract with Taylor & Francis. We now have an electronic 
version of the Mirror with a company which has international reach giving 
us the potential for strong growth in sales of the journal. The Society had 
digitized all copies of the Mirror  post-1980 and one of the first things 
Taylor & Francis did was to digitize all editions of the Mirror back to 
volume 1 to Internet standards, and these are now available to members 
through the link on the ‘My SNR’ part of the website. These standards are 
important as they allow so-called ‘Google crawlers’ to find articles when 
users make a general search of the Internet rather than a specific search of 
our website.

The newsletter has now gone online on the website and been transformed 
into Topmasts. The change allows greater flexibility, more graphics, links 
to other websites of interest including social media, historic societies and 
museums. Topmasts being online, enables us to save on postal costs which 
are an increasing challenge for societies such as ours.

The website has also been redeveloped. The new website has robust and 
standard easily managed software, so that the main skills our web editor 
requires are editorial rather than computer programming. We also have 
a members’ area which can be further developed to host the wealth of 
creative ideas coming forward for sharing information from documents 
to photographs and videos. The new site has professional standards of 
security which are important to ensure the personal details of members are 
protected and to ensure the security of the new payments system allowing 
online membership recruitment and sales for events.

But the work on the website is not complete. As it stands the website 
does need some more work to make it more friendly and welcoming, and 
there is need for constant attention to keep it up to date. The new website 
platform is the starting point from which we can move on. We intend 
to use the website to ensure that we continue to attract and retain new 
members, to enhance services to existing members and to develop the 
advocacy which will deliver the objectives of the Society. Further changes 
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will make it easier for everyone to keep in touch: we would like to know 
what the members are doing, what they want of the Society, and we would 
like to know what you think about the changes introduced already. Part of 
being able to stay in touch is having an email address for every member. We 
are a long way off that, which is a pity when news of events or invitations 
can be distributed so easily. Writing here I am speaking to the converted, 
but do you know members who are unable to access Topmasts? If so do 
let us know.

Finally, I would welcome members’ feedback on how you would like to 
see the website develop.

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s notes

I had the great good fortune to spend six weeks in the Australian sunshine 
up until the New Year. Part of this time was spent in South Australia which 
gave me the opportunity to visit Flinders University in Adelaide, where I 
was given a splendid welcome by Dr Gillian Dooley who showed me the 
special collections in the University Central Library.

For anyone interested in maritime history, South Australia is a treasure 
trove. Apart from the extensive collection at Flinders University, the South 
Australia Maritime Museum and the Historic Precinct at Port Adelaide are 
excellent and are easily reached by train from central Adelaide. The Visitor 
Information Centre stocks a large selection of maps and guides and offers 
guided walking tours of the area too. There are over 800 wrecks around 
the coast of South Australia. Many occurred along the coasts of Kangaroo 
Island and the small but beautifully laid out Maritime Museum at Penneshaw 
records many of these. Most coastal towns have a maritime museum. Time 
only allowed visits to a few but I can recommend Port Lincoln’s Axel 
Stenross Museum for any one interested in early boat building. Wallaroo 
Heritage and Nautical Museum is also worth a visit with over 70 models 
of sailing ships and relics from local shipwrecks and the largest pictorial 
display of sailing ships in any museum in South Australia.

On to New South Wales and Sydney which houses one of my favourite 
museums, the Australian National Maritime Museum at Darling Harbour. 
By chance, the special exhibition while I was there had a distinctly European 
feel – Vikings Beyond the Legend. The high point for me apart from the 
permanent exhibitions of the voyages, charts and paintings of the early 
Dutch, French and British explorers, was the beautiful full size replica of 
Captain James Cook’s HMB Endeavour staffed by volunteers who are 
extremely well versed in all aspects of the vessel’s history. She is floating 
alongside the museum and makes frequent voyages to give members of the 
public an opportunity to sail the ship. Training is given in climbing aloft, 
setting the sails, navigating and sleeping in hammocks – no mean feat as the 
headroom is just 4 feet (1.2 metres) in certain places! Some 25 years ago, I 
sailed Sydney Harbour in a replica of HMS Bounty which was very exciting 
but sadly time did not allow a similar experience in Endeavour this time.

Elsewhere in Sydney there are many items to delight anyone with an 
interest in ships but an item worth a mention is one of the 12 large anchors 
of HMS Sirius, the flagship of Captain Arthur Philip who commanded the 
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first fleet to arrive at Botany Bay in 1788. This is mounted on a plinth in 
Sydney’s central business district at Macquarie Place and is one of three 
anchors which have been recovered from the reef at Slaughter Bay on 
Norfolk Island where the ship was wrecked in 1790.

In a more modern context, I was lucky enough to find a good spot on 
Sydney’s South Head to see the start of the Sydney to Hobart yacht race 
on Boxing Day which was very exciting. The race was eventually won by 
Wild Oats for a record equalling seventh time. 

I was delighted to hear that Richard Woodman has been appointed 
Lieutenant of the Royal Victorian Order. Our chairman, Ken Eaton’s 
piece on this honour to one of our most distinguished members appears 
later in this issue of Topmasts.

As this is the first issue of 2014 may I wish everyone a happy and 
healthy New Year and thank all those who have contributed to Topmasts 
during 2013. I am always interested in material for the newsletter, so please 
don’t hesitate to send me details of new projects, lecture series and new 
publications. Overseas items are especially welcome.

Barry Coombs
topmasts@snr.org.uk

The Anderson Medal Award 2013

The Research and Programmes Committee of the SNR is very pleased 
to announce that the Anderson Medal for 2013 (for a book published in 
2012) has been awarded to Professor Andrew Lambert of King’s College 
London for his book:

The Challenge: Britain against America in the Naval War of 1812 
(Faber and Faber, London 2012)

Since his first book was published in 1984 Professor Lambert has written a 
number of important and influential books on British naval history mainly 
in the first half of the nineteenth century. A particular interest has been the 
transition from sail to steam power in the Royal Navy and the careers of 
prominent men including not only Nelson but also Franklin, the Polar 
explorer. The Challenge covers the political manoeuvring which led to the 
war as well as the conflict itself and presents a new interpretation which 
has won acclaim on both sides of the Atlantic.

The other books shortlisted were:

Brian Fagan, Beyond the Blue Horizon
Elaine Murphy, Ireland and the War at Sea 1641–53
John Sugden, Nelson: The Sword of Albion
Stephen Taylor, Commander: The life and exploits of Britain’s 
 greatest frigate commander
Christopher Bell, Churchill and Sea Power

The presentation will take place on Thursday, 1 May. All members will 
be very welcome. There will be a lecture by the winner and a reception 
afterwards at the Queen’s House at the NMM Greenwich.

mailto:topmasts%40snr.org?subject=Topmasts
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Captain Richard Woodman 
LVO FRHistS FNI MNM

HM The Queen appointed Richard Woodman a Lieutenant of the Royal 
Victorian Order in the 2014 New Year Honours List. While Richard’s 
award was principally for his service as an Elder Brother and Mariner 
Assistant of Trinity House, it is a great pleasure to congratulate him as a 
member of the Society for Nautical Research for achieving such distinction.

Richard had a full seagoing career before joining Trinity House as a 
Second Officer in 1967. He rose through the service, and became the first 
person to be elected an Elder Brother from within the Corporation’s own 
service. A prolific maritime author, Richard has written over 30 novels (for 
Hornblower read Drinkwater), and a score of works on maritime history, 
including The History of the Ship, three studies of convoy operations in 
the Second World War (Mediterranean Convoys, Arctic Convoys and The 
Real Cruel Sea (Atlantic)), a history of the British Merchant Navy, and 
most recently he co-authored Light Upon the Waters, a history of Trinity 
House published to celebrate the Corporation’s Quincentenary in 2014.

Winning the Desmond Wettern Maritime Media Award in 2001, Richard 
was awarded the Society’s Anderson Medal in 2005 and The Marine 
Society’s Thomas Gray Medal in 2010.
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Flinders Bicentenary
The plans for the bicentenary celebrations continue to advance. To follow 
progress, the latest news can be found at http://flindersstatue.blogspot.
co.uk. The pictures show the sculptor’s original maquette and the clay 
model on the left and a wire framed clothed model on the right with Trim 
the cat in the background. Maquettes are available in a limited edition of 
just 75 pieces. The cost will be £4,500 each plus VAT and shipping outside 
London. Contact Peter Ashley by email at peterashley4@btinternet.
com for a brochure or for further details on assisting this project with a 
donation. 

Australian High Commissioner Mike Rann has said that ‘The impact of 
Flinders on the story of Australia is immense. Not only was he the first 
to circumnavigate the Great South Land but he was also the greatest force 
for naming our continent ‘Australia’. In Australia there are more than 100 
landmarks named for ‘Flinders’: From Flinders Island in the Bass Strait 
to Flinders Bay in Western Australia; From the Flinders Ranges in South 
Australia to Flinders Highway in Queensland; From Flinders Street in 
Melbourne to Flinders University in Adelaide. Flinders left his mark on 
our territory and our history, while playing a role in navigating our future. 

http://flindersstatue.blogspot.co.uk
http://flindersstatue.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:peterashley4%40btinternet.com?subject=Flinders%20bicentenary
mailto:peterashley4%40btinternet.com?subject=Flinders%20bicentenary
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It’s time this great Englishman was properly honoured here in London in 
this way.’

Nowhere is the name Flinders as pre valent as in South Australia. On 
Kangaroo Island, there are numerous references to him including the 
extensive Flinders Chase National Park where French and English place 
names are juxtaposed. This is the island where Matthew Flinders in 
Investigator encountered Captain Nicolas Baudin in Le Geographe off 
Penneshaw. Despite being at war, as scientists and mariners, they exchanged 
mapping and navigational safety information as well as locations for fresh 
water. A sailor from Le Geographe engraved a rock at Penneshaw noting 
their landing which is preserved under a cupola on the foreshore. 

I was very fortunate on my visit to South Australia to have an introduction 
from Peter Ashley to Dr Gillian Dooley a renowned expert on Matthew 
Flinders who, among her other duties, is the Special Collections Librarian 
at Flinders University in Adelaide. The short bus ride from down town 
took me to their extensive campus with its lakeside walks and beautiful 
views over the surrounding countryside. A fine bronze bust of Matthew 
Flinders greets visitors at the top of the steps from the road. 

I am extremely grateful to Dr Dooley and her staff for the time that 
they spent showing me around the Special Collections Library which is 
housed in the University Central Library. It is a treasure house of Flinders 
material dating from around 1800. The jewels in the collection include the 
first edition of A Voyage to Terra Australis in three volumes published 
in 1814; an original letter from Matthew Flinders to his wife Ann dated 
October 1802; three original flower watercolours by Ann Flinders dating 
from the late 1820s; two hand engraved goblets issued by the Lincolnshire 

The cupola at Penneshaw which houses the Baudin Rock with 
the carved inscription.
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Association for the Arts marking 
the bicentenary of Flinders birth; 
a copy of Flinders parole to France 
on leaving Mauritius in 1810; an 
engraving of Flinders in London 
1814 and the official Matthew 
Flinders Bicentenary Medallic 
Commemorative Cover 1774 to 
1974. The library also houses many 
antiquarian books, maps, charts 
and original drawings. I would 
recommend any member to visit the 
facility if they are in South Australia. 
Find details of the Flinders 
Collection at  http://www.flinders.
edu.au/library/info/collections/
special/flinders/flinders_home.cfm.  

The university will be fully 
involved with the London 
Bicentenary Celebrations and 
will have its own programme of 
celebrations in 2014. My special 
thanks to Dr Dooley for the 
opportunity to see this fascinating 
collection and for her help and 
kindness during my stay. 

Barry Coombs

Conserving HMS Victory

2013 proved to be a year of reducing water ingress and increasing 
understanding for the Victory conservation project. Since March 2012, 
when the National Museum of the Royal Navy assumed custodianship 
of Victory, we have been clear in our priorities: stabilize the ship and 
improve understanding of her. To use those classifications espoused by 
Don Rumsfeld, our original list of ‘known unknowns’ has decreased as 
we identify a methodology capable of providing answers, while ‘unknown 
unknowns’ are now taking shape and so moving into the first category. 
We are now working to understand how we might obtain solutions to the 
many and varied challenges presented by a structure which has evolved 
over a quarter of a millennium.

In terms of stabilization, we have extended the programme of re-caulking 
the exposed decks. For 23 weeks, seven shipwrights worked for some 5,120 
hours caulking the quarter deck and gangways. In addition to replacing 
the deck’s caulking, 1,906 coach screws, used to fix planks to the beams 
beneath, have been replaced and ninety graving pieces inserted into the 
deck where repairs were necessary. This work progressed well, to time and 
budget. Concurrently we have undertaken maintenance to the forecastle 
caulking which is now a year old, and have made some temporary repairs 

Antiquarian books in the St Barnabas Collection, 
Flinders University Library

http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/flinders/flinders_home.cfm
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/flinders/flinders_home.cfm
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/flinders/flinders_home.cfm
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The caulking work has been undertaken by T. Nielsen & Co. of Gloucester. Here the failed modern caulking 
compound is removed, the seams are then cleaned, oakum is applied and the seam payed.

This view shows how the plank seams are first filled (to the left of the image) and primed (bottom right) before the hull 
is painted (top right).
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A paint sample removed from the jeer capstan on the 
lower gun deck. We hope to use this, along with other 
evidence, to provide a firm date for the capstan.  
Of particular interest are the two coats of pale blue 
paint, the uppermost of which is believed to date to 
approximately 1816.

to the caulking of the beak deck. Looking 
to 2014, we shall be modifying the canopy 
which protects Victory’s waist in an attempt 
to completely eliminate water ingress in 
these areas.

The other very visible piece of work 
undertaken in 2013 was the painting of the 
ship’s side. Although this has a very real 
impact upon the ship’s appearance, we are 
not undertaking the work for aesthetic 
reasons. The current hull planking leaks 
very badly due to shallow seams in which 
caulking has failed. We are filling these seams 
in an effort to render them watertight and 
then painting the planking.  This painting 
can only ever be a temporary solution to the 
problems of water ingress through the hull 
planking – the current planks are in a very 

poor condition. Nevertheless, painting allows us to reduce in the short 
term the amount of water getting into the ship, and will assist in drying 
the ship out.

SNR has supported the work to develop an understanding of Victory’s 
archaeology by funding fabric and race mark analysis along with an 
investigation into the historic paint surfaces to be found on board. By 
combining the outputs from these two studies we are able to generate a 
comprehensive picture of the structure’s development across two and a 
half centuries. Finally, we have also undertaken a dendrochronological 
scoping study to identify the potential of this technique in informing 
understanding of timber procurement and shipbuilding practice as applied 
to Victory, maximizing the research potential of the artefact.

Over the next few months, the final reports of these investigations, 
along with the results of the structural analysis pro gramme, will become 
known. I look forward to sharing our improved under standing with you 
in the year ahead.

Andrew Baines
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The Fenland Lighter Project
Leaflets, Landmarks, and River History

With much-appreciated editorial permission, the Fenland Lighter Project 
columns in Topmasts for May and August of last year have been reprinted 
as a double-sided A4 leaflet. This emphasizes various locations along the 
Nene’s ‘mile of history’ downriver of Peterborough Town Bridge, and also 
the very important role of the Society for Nautical Research in general, 
regarding maritime history and related matters.

Distribution of such leaflets involves various outlets, including the Key 
Theatre, actually standing on the Nene’s left bank; and Peterborough 
Central Library (which holds the Fenland Lighter Project Collection of 
manuscript, printed and photographic documentation).   Another regional 
development has led to reprinting of the leaflet in the Peterborough and 
District Family History Journal’s September 2013 number. Warm thanks 
are due to all concerned in ‘spreading the word’.

Some leaflets make their way aboard visiting craft moored along 
Peterborough Embankment. The substantial cruising-boat Myra d’Or 
was a notable example during 2013, all the way from Northwich, ‘way 
up north’. Her route evidently included part of the Manchester Ship 
Canal, various Yorkshire waterways, the River Trent, the Foss Dyke, the 
Fenlands’ River Witham . . . and then a piloted passage across the Wash 
and into the Nene. In principle, this lengthy journey contained quite an 
echo of those bygone links between seagoing and river traffic which lie at 
the heart of the project’s work.

Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.
html for more details.

H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

The Centenary of World War I History at Sea
naval-history.net

Our present world has been shaped by the First World War – as much a 
maritime war as the Second World War. Naval-History.Net has prepared 
for the centenary for some years, using contemporary sources where 
possible and more recent research where available. Current projects 
include:

•	 Chronology providing the political and military background to the 
war at sea.

•	 Naval Operations by Corbett and Newbolt – many of the excellent 
plans are online including all the battle of Jutland – and the three- 
volume Merchant Navy histories by Hurd.

•	 Navy despatches and relevant army despatches from the London 
Gazette. Also Royal Navy honours and gallantry awards by award 
and by Gazette date. A name index is in preparation.

•	 Royal Navy and Royal Marine casualties (researched by Don Kindell 
working with the Naval Historical Branch (MoD)), as well as those of 
the Dominion Navies and US Navy and Marine Corps.

•	 Royal Navy warships and auxiliaries from the invaluable Ships of the 

http://www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html
http://www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html
mailto:hjkpk.jenkins@yahoo.co.uk
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Royal Navy 1914–1919 by Dittmar and Colledge. Although still in 
progress, all warships and many of the auxiliaries are listed by name 
and by type/class.

•	 British warship logbooks of the First World War period totalling some 
300,000 pages. The logs of over 300 ships have been transcribed, and 
most are online. They include coverage of battle of the Falklands, 
the Northern Patrol, the Dardanelles, East Africa, the transAtlantic 
convoys, Indian Ocean and China Station, amounting to some 60 to 70 
per cent of all major warship movements 1914–18, outside of British 
home waters.

All these resources and more including battle summaries can be accessed 
from the top right-hand column of www.naval-history.net

Gordon Smith mba ceng

ISHMap-List
A new listserv for all things about map history

The International Society for the History of the Map (ISHMap) has just 
launched a new listserv to promote discussion about any topic in the field 
of map history. As with the old maphist listerv, all postings are delivered 
directly into your email inbox; you can choose whether to receive each 
posting individually or to receive groups of postings in a single digest.

You do not need to be a member of ISHMap to subscribe and comment 
to the new listserv. You may unsubscribe at any time.

To subscribe to ISHMap-List, simply point your web browser to http://
ishm.elte.hu/?q=node/21 and provide your email address and name.

Sarah Tyacke, ISHMap Secretary

SNR (South) Programme

The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote 
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with 
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the 
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert 
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and 
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the 
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at 
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David 
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.

For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new web-
site www.snrsouth.org.uk. New material or queries should be addressed 
to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld.com

http://www.naval-history.net
http://ishm.elte.hu/%3Fq%3Dnode/21
http://ishm.elte.hu/%3Fq%3Dnode/21
mailto:baynes.david%40btinternet.com?subject=Enquiry%20SNR%20%28South%29
mailto:baynes.david%40btinternet.com?subject=Enquiry%20SNR%20%28South%29
mailto:v.woodman%40ntlworld.com?subject=Enquiry%2C%20SNR%20South
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The Wellington Trust
The Wellington Trust was set up in 2005 to support the maintenance 
of HQS Wellington and her educational and heritage roles; the Friends 
provide a vital support to these aims. The Royal Navy sloop HMS 
Wellington, served four years in the South Pacific from 1935. She then 
undertook 103 convoy operations throughout the Second World War. 
Converted after the war into the Floating Livery Hall of the Honourable 
Company of Master Mariners, she has been berthed at Temple Stairs in the 
heart of London since 1948. Now owned by the Wellington Trust, the ship 
is a national treasure for learning about maritime business, the history of 
the Merchant Navy and Britain’s reliance on sea trade.

All with an interest in Britain’s maritime past are welcome to our Heritage 
meetings held on Mondays in the winter months. The Wardroom Bar 
opens at 6.15 p.m. Lectures are free but donations are welcome. The lecture 
is followed by an optional supper – two courses and a glass of wine for £30 
or £25 for Wellington Trust Friends. Bronze Membership of the Friends 
of the Wellington Trust is £50 p.a. Please book ahead with the Business 
Manager, telephone 0207 836 8179 or e-mail info@thewellingtontrust.com

To learn more, see our website at www.thewellingtontrust.com 

Heritage Evenings 2014
Mondays at 6.15 for 7.00 p.m.

10 February 2014 Bletchley Park and the Battle of the Atlantic  
Lieut Cdr R. Morton rnr

 Bletchley Park’s part in the eventual success of the Battle of 
the Atlantic was pivotal and almost completely unknown for 
decades after the war was over. It is only in recent years that the 
remarkable story of the work of the men and women based there 
has come to light. Bob Morton is a guide at Bletchley Park, and 
an experienced speaker on the subject. This will be a completely 
fascinating evening on an aspect of the Battle of the Atlantic that 
has been hidden for years. Demand will be heavy; book now!  

  If you wish to stay for the supper after the talk, it is £25 for 
Friends of the Wellington, and £30 for all others. Lectures are 
free but donations are welcome

 Email Alison at Business@hcmm.org.uk for tickets and further 
information

10 March 2014 Ernest Shackleton, Antarctic Explorer The Hon. 
Alexandra Shackleton

mailto:info%40thewellingtontrust.com?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Topmasts
http://www.thewellingtontrust.com
mailto:Business%40hcmm.org.uk?subject=Wellington%20Trust%3A%20Heritage%20evening%2010%20Feb
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Royal Museums Greenwich 
National Maritime Museum Lectures 2014

21–22 March Maritime Culture and Britain in the Age of J. W. M. Turner
3–4 April Ideas in Movement: the role of conflict and commerce in the 

history of navigation
25–26 July 2014 Longitude Examined Tercentenary conference on the 

history of the Board of Longitude and the determination of 
longitude at sea.

For further details access the website www.rmg.co.uk or to be put on the 
mailing list for the full lecture programme contact Sophie Sheppard on 020 
8312 6716 or at research@rmg.co.uk. 

British Maritime History Seminars 2014 

Convenors: Dr James Davey, Dr Rebekah Higgitt, Dr Margaret Lincoln, 
Dr Joshua Newton and Dr Nigel Rigby.

11 February The Admiralty’s ‘Anywhere Court’ Prosecuting and 
Punishing Pirates in the Early Eighteenth Century William 
Hasty, University of Edinburgh

25 February Hidden Depths: The civilian shaping of military 
oceanography during the early Cold War Samuel Robinson, 
University of Manchester

11 March Search for Sailortown: Naval towns and urban cultures c. 
1820–1914 Bradley Beavan, University of Portsmouth

25 March The Lord High Admiral and the Demise of the Navy Board: 
The battle for control of the Navy 1801–32 Roger Knight, 
University of Greenwich

Go to rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences and seminars for full abstracts.
All seminars begin at 17.15 at the Institute of Historical Research at the 

University of London Senate House, WC1E 7HU in the Athlone Room. 
Nearest Tube stations are Russell Square, Goodge Street and Tottenham 
Court Road.

Each paper lasts approximately 45 minutes followed by 15 to 30 minutes 
of questions. There is no charge for these seminars and no need to book.

The Annual E. G. R. Taylor Lecture

The lecture will be on 9 October 2014 and the speaker will be David 
Rooney of the Science Museum.

Further details will be published in the May Topmasts.

http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences%20and%20seminars
http://www.rmg.co.uk
mailto:research%40rmg.co.uk?subject=NMM%20lectures%202014
http://rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences%20and%20seminars
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Naval Dockyards Society
British Dockyards in the First World War 

Naval Dockyards Society Eighteenth Annual Conference
Saturday, 29 March 2014 Lecture Theatre
National Maritime Museum Greenwich

Commemorating this momentous centenary, the focus on Dreadnoughts 
and Rosyth is apt, as Dreadnought warships were crucial to the arms race 
leading to the First World War and Rosyth’s use was vital to its success. 
The programme will address both national policy and social history, with 
the un pre cedented use of women in what had hitherto exclusively been 
men’s jobs.

9.30–11.00 Coffee/Tea and Registration 

Keynote Speaker Professor Eric Grove British Warship Building during 
the First World War: An Analytical and Comparative Survey

 A reassessment of the warship building achievements of the 
United States and Germany and the relative performance of UK 
dockyards and private industry. The intention is to investigate 
whether the industrial achievement of the earlier wartime period 
justifies the Edgertonian analysis of the strengths of the later 
British ‘warfare state’.

Professor Ian Buxton Rosyth Dockyard, Battleships and Drydocking
 The main rationale for Rosyth was that its three docks, 

measuring 850 ft x 110 ft, could take all the existing battleships 
and battlecruisers. After 1916 Rosyth was rarely without a 
battleship to repair or overhaul. This paper notes significant 
dockings of battleships from the First to the Second World Wars. 

Martin Rogers Rosyth Dockyard 1903–1925: Its conception, birth, 
growth and demise 

 Available as a printed paper with a short visual presentation by 
Martin Rogers and Dr Philip MacDougall

1.00–2.00 Buffet lunch included in the fee

Dr Vaughan Michell Dreadnought Battleships

Dr Paul Brown Docking the Dreadnoughts: Dockyard Activity in the 
Dreadnought Era

 The size of the dreadnoughts meant that the late Victorian yard 
extensions needed further alterations. This paper quantifies the 
changes to activity levels in the yards and considers how the 
additional demands were met through enhancements to the 
physical, human and financial resources of the dockyards. 
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Dr Celia Clark ‘Drilling ’Ammock ’Ooks for Sailors’: Women working in 
Portsmouth Dockyard in the First World War

 In the First World War women were recruited to industrial work 
in Portsmouth Dockyard to replace men conscripted into the 
armed forces. In 1982 Dr Clark interviewed four survivors of this 
workforce on audio tape. This presentation will include excerpts, 
giving voice to their experiences of male hostility and harsh 
conditions.

Peter Goodwin First World War Submarine Construction and 
Development

 Before the First World War the submarine fleet comprised 
the A, B and C class boats which had evolved little from the 
experimental Holland craft introduced in 1901. The paper will 
assess how the development of the D–K classes stimulated new 
technical skills within the dockyards to support the submarine 
fleet.

Cost:  £50.00 includes sandwich lunch, tea and coffee 
 £45.00 NDS members, students, retired, unwaged

Return form by 22 March 2014 to Peter Goodwin, Secretary, Naval 
Dockyards Society, 26 Duncan Road, Southsea PO5 2QU, tel. 0239 229 
5949 – seaphoenix@talktalk.net 
For trains tel. 08457 484950 www.nationalrail.co.uk/times_fares/ 
National Maritime Museum, Romney Road, Greenwich SE10 9NF
http://www.rmg.co.uk/national-maritime-museum/ Please note that there 
is no parking at the museum.

Conference
Strategy and the Sea

Naval History Conference, All Souls College, Oxford
10–12 April 2014

A conference will be held in Oxford to celebrate Professor John B. 
Hattendorf’s leading contribution to naval history. For 30 years as the 
Ernest J. King Professor of Maritime History at the US Naval War College, 
John Hattendorf has furthered historical understanding among naval 
professionals and reinvigorated maritime scholarship. The organizers 
seek to stimulate discussion between naval personnel and academics on 
the formulation and execution of strategy, the development of traditional 
and irregular naval tactics, and the influence of sea power in international 
relations. Additional topics might include finance, naval theory, logistics, 
social history, shipbuilding, and the ‘fiscal-naval state’. Speakers will give 
papers of 20 minutes on their research followed by 10 minutes of questions 
from the audience. A website with further details will be live shortly. In 
the meantime, contact Benjamin Darnell, DPhil candidate in History, at 
New College, Oxford, OX1 3BN at benjamin.darnell@new.ox.ac.uk or 
tel. (44) (0) 7595 293168.

mailto:seaphoenix%40talktalk.net?subject=NDS%20Eighteenth%20Annual%20Conference%3A%20enquiry
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/times_fares/
http://http://www.rmg.co.uk/national-maritime-museum/
mailto:Benjamin.darnell@new.ox.ac.uk
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Books by Members
Lt Cdr Lawrie Phillips Pembroke Dockyard and 
the Old Navy: A bicentennial history, The History 
Press, 2014, 354 pages, hbk, 170 b/w images, 48 pp. 
colour plates, isbn 9780750952149, £19.99

The Royal Dockyard at Pembroke Dock in 
Pembrokeshire was the Admiralty’s principal 
warship building yard from soon after its 
foundation in 1814 until well into the 20th century. 
But with only one small tidal fitting-out jetty 
and one dry dock it could never rival the old-
established Home Ports in naval importance. As 
a shipbuilding establishment, however, it was by 
far the most productive; over 250 fighting ships, 
as well as five royal yachts, went down the ways 
at this Welsh yard between Waterloo and Jutland. 

The Dockyard was built on a green-field site on 
the shores of Milford Haven and the town grew 

up around it. Pembroke Dock became uniquely, almost exclusively, an 
Admiralty town for a century and this year teh dockyard celebrates its 
bicentenary. To mark the occasion Lawrie Phillips has written a history 
of the dockyard and of every Pembroke-built ship. It is a particularly 
beautiful book, written for his home town, but it will have much wider 
appeal. Foreword by Admiral Rt Hon. Baron West of Spithead.

Stephen Davies East Sails West: The voyage of the Keying 1846–1855, 2013 
376 pages, 27 colour and 21 b/w illustrations, hbk, isbn 9789888208203, 
HK$320, US$5

This is a great adventure story full of human interest. In 1846 the Chinese 
junk Keying set sail from Hong Kong for London. It was the first – and 
only – Chinese junk to sail on its own bottom from China via the Cape 
of Good Hope into the north Atlantic. But it had a troubled voyage and 
that is not widely known. In this account of the ship, the crew and the 
voyage, Stephen Davies tells a story of missed opportunities, with an 
erratic course, overambitious aims, and achievements born of lucky breaks 
– a microcosm, in fact, of early Hong Kong and of the relations between 
China and the West. 

Stephen Davies is former museum director of the Hong Kong Maritime 
Museum and later its first China State Ship building Corporation Research 
Fellow. He is currently an Hon. Fellow of the Hong Kong Institute for 
the Humanities and Social Sciences, the University of Hong Kong. Please 
click this link for more details: www.hkupress.org/book/9789888208203.
htm

http://www.hkupress.org/book/9789888208203.htm
http://www.hkupress.org/book/9789888208203.htm
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Richard Freeman ‘Unsinkable’Churchill 
and the First World War History Press, 
2013, isbn 9780752498898, £18.99

Although Churchill was a brilliant First 
Sea Lord, his enemies in the Tory party 
ousted him from this position. Churchill 
served on the frontline for a short time 
before returning to London in a daring 
attempt to clear his name over the 
Dardanelles. His criticism of senselessly 
sending men into the line of machine-
gun fire and his call for ‘machines not 
men’ went ignored by mainstream 
politicians. 

His criticism of the land war saw 
Churchill’s transition from a vilified 
maverick to a powerful and respected 

politician. In 1917 he was appointed Munitions Minister and oversaw 
a massive increase in munitions output. Churchill, the ‘Unsinkable’ 
politician, produced the weapons and ammunition that saw Britain prevail 
in the First World War. 

This is the first book ever to document and focus solely on Churchill’s 
First World War achievements. Freeman makes extensive use of private 
correspondence to reveal the moves and motives of war politicians. 
‘Unsinkable’ debunks many of the myths that persist in popular 
imagination about Churchill’s involvement in the First World War. 

Richard Freeman has spent 40 years in education and published more 
than 60 books on education subjects. 2005 saw him take up writing 
historical books which include The Great Edwardian Naval Feud and 
Great Naval Commanders of the First World War. Contact jpearson@
thehistorypress.co.uk

Serena Cant England’s Shipwreck Heritage: From log boats to U-boats 
English Heritage, 2013, 320 pp with 300 illustrations, isbn 9781848020443, 
£50, tel. 01793 4414504

England’s shipwreck heritage explores the type of evidence we have for 
shipwrecks and their causes, including the often devastating effects of the 
natural environment and human-led disaster. Ships at war, global trade 
and the movement of people – such as passengers, convict transports and 
the slave trade – are also investigated. Along the way we meet the white 
elephant who perished in 1730, the medieval merchant who pursued a 
claim for compensation for nearly 20 years, the most famous privateer 
for the American revolutionary wars and the men who held their nerve 
in the minesweeper trawls of the First World War. Highly illustrated and 
based on extensive new research, this book will appeal to anyone with 
an interest in England’s maritime heritage. Serena Cant is a Data Team 
Officer at English Heritage. 

mailto:jpearson%40thehistorypress.co.uk?subject=Freeman%3A%20Unsinkable%20Churchil
mailto:jpearson%40thehistorypress.co.uk?subject=Freeman%3A%20Unsinkable%20Churchil
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Susan Rose England’s Medieval Navy: Ships men and warfare Seaforth 
Publishing, 2013, hbk, 208 pages with many illustrations and maps, isbn 
9781848321373, £30

We are accustomed to think of England in terms of Shakespeare’s ‘precious 
stone set in a silver sea’, safe behind its watery ramparts with its naval 
strength resisting all invaders. To the English of an earlier period – from 
the eighth to the eleventh centuries – such a notion would have seemed 
ridiculous. The sea, rather than being a defensive wall, was a highway by 
which successive waves of invaders arrived, bringing destruction and fear 
in their wake.

Deploying a wide range of sources, this new book looks at how English 
kings after the Norman Conquest learnt to use the navy of England, a 
term which at this time included all vessels whether royal or private and no 
matter what their ostensible purpose – to increase the safety and prosperity 
of the kingdom. The design and building of ships and harbour facilities, the 
development of navigation, ship handling, and the world of the seaman are 
all described, while comparisons with the navies of England’s closest neigh-
bours, with particular focus on France and Scotland, are made, and notable 
battles including Damme, Dover, Sluys and La Rochelle included to explain 
the development of battle tactics and the use of arms during the period. 

The Thames Sailing Barge Trust

The Trust still operates two Thames barges – the Centaur, launched in 
1895, and the younger Pudge, the last wooden barge built after the First 
World War, which was launched on the Medway in 1922. Pudge was in 
action at Dunkirk rescuing a number of French Soldiers from the beach. 
The original Thames Barge Sailing Club was formed in 1948 to foster the 
practice of sailing working craft and to maintain one or two Thames Sailing 
Barges in commission on the London river for weekend sailing, as well as 
to preserve drawings, plans, prints, photographs and models of working 
craft. For further details of the TSBT and photographs of the barges please 
visit their website at bargetrust.org.

Steamship Historical Society of America

Diana Moraco, the membership co-ordinator of this society wishes to alert 
members to their website www.sshsa.org. Their members include maritime 
collectors and artists, current and former crew members, historians and 
students, genealogists, scuba divers, cruise travellers, ship engineers and 
architects, and maritime history enthusiasts. The mission of the Steamship 
Historical Society of America is to record, preserve and disseminate the 
history of engine-powered vessels. In 1935 seven steamship historians and 
collectors formed the Steamship Historical Society of America as a means 
of bringing together amateur and professional historians interested in the 
history and development of steam navigation, past and present. SSHSA 
stewards a collection of hundreds of thousands of images, artefacts, 

http://www.bargetrust.org
http://www.sshsa.org
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periodicals, artwork, official records, memorabilia, and ephemera 
archived in more than 100 collections and devoted exclusively to the 
history of engine powered vessels, their passengers and crew.  SSHSA also 
publishes the quarterly magazine PowerShips and has taken on the role 
of conservationist through our digital conservation project, the Image 
Porthole. Contact Diana on dmoraco@sshsa.org.

Explosion! Museum becomes part of the NMRN 

The museum of naval fire power, Explosion!, joined with the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy late last year. The museum is based at the 
historic Priddy’s Yard site in Gosport, which formed part of the Royal 
Navy’s ordnance factory and storage facilities in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. Explosion! records the development of naval 
firepower, the history of Priddy’s Yard and the lives of those who worked 
there as well as the human experience of those whose lives have been 
touched by naval operations in peace and war. It also represents the Royal 
Navy’s formal armoury. For details of their exciting programme of events 
visit the website at www.explosion.org.uk or the National Museum of the 
Royal Navy at www.nmrn.org.uk.  

A Question of Size

In the Editorial Notes, I mentioned HMB Endeavour of 368 burthen 
tons built in 1764. What would Captain Cook have said if he could have 
seen that 250 years later, there would be a vessel moored 125 miles off the 
Australian coast which would weigh 6,000 tonnes fully laden with liquefied 
natural gas (LNG), six times heavier than the largest aircraft carrier afloat 
today? In Geoje, South Korea, at the Samsung Heavy Industries shipyard, 
they are building such monsters. The Prelude is the first of these giant 
floating LNG plants and has been commissioned by Royal Dutch Shell. 
It will have taken five years in construction before it begins operation in 
2017 at Shell’s Prelude field in the Pacific. It will produce gas and cool it 
to minus 160 °C shrinking it to a liquid 600 times more compact. Prelude 
will be stationed off shore and will load LNG to conventional carriers for 
delivery to international markets. 

My thanks to the Daily Telegraph Business section for this fascinating 
story. If the site is still up, look at the photo gallery and video at telegraph.
co.uk.

Bequests to the SNR  

The SNR has received another bequest for £5,000 to assist in our work 
of preservation and research into all matters maritime, for which we are 
extremely grateful. If any member feels that they would like to make a 
bequest to help continue the work of the SNR into the future, please 
contact our Hon. Secretary, Dr Byrne McLeod at honsec@snr.org.uk

mailto:dmoraco%40sshsa.org?subject=Steamship%20Historical%20Society%20of%20America
http://www.explosion.org.uk
http://www.nmrn.org.uk
http://www.telegraph.co.uk
http://www.telegraph.co.uk
mailto:honsec%40snr.org.uk?subject=Bequests%20to%20the%20SNR
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University Courses
Cardiff University, School of Earth and Ocean Science

Dr Hance Smith and Dr David Jenkins are supervising a course for 
students – The Regional Development of Maritime Heritage in the United 
Kingdom. For further information contact Dr Hance Smith or visit the 
Cardiff University website.

University of Exeter
The University of Exeter offers MA and PhD courses in maritime 
historical studies modern module explores European maritime expansion 
and the creation of commercial empires. See the website of the Centre for 
Maritime Historical Studies.

Greenwich Maritime Institute, University of Greenwich
Located in the historic setting of the Old Royal Naval College, the 
Greenwich Maritime Institute offers a unique en viron ment for the study 
of maritime history, including an MA in Maritime History . For details 
email gmi@gre.ac.uk or visit the Greenwich Maritime Institute website.

University of Hull
The University of Hull offers a BA course and MA and PhD programmes 
in maritime history. Contact Dr Richard Gorski or visit the website at the 
Department of History, Uni versity of Hull.

There is also a Diploma in Maritime History provided on a part-time 
basis over four years, with learning and teaching taking place entirely 
online. For further information email Michaela Barnard.

Swansea University

Swansea University Arts and Human ities department is offers an MA 
course in Maritime and Imperial History. For further details please visit 
the Swansea University website or contact Dr Adam Mosley.

New Members and Reported Deaths
1 October – 31 December 2013

New Members 
Dr Christopher Ingham, Barnsley, Yorkshire 
Mr John Beeler, Alabama, USA 
Dr Gene Ray, Berlin, Germany 
Dr David Chelmow, Virginia, USA 
Mr Wayne Tripp, Maine, USA 
Ms Sian Dureau, Vaud, Switzerland 
Mr Donald Laskey, Ohio, USA

Reported Deaths
Mr K. Lockwood, Addiscombe, Surrey 
Mr G. L. Green, Radlett, Herts 
Mr G. Traves, Bridlington, Yorkshire

mailto:smithhd%40cardiff.ac.uk?subject=Enquiry%20about%20Maritime%20Heritage%20course
http://wwww.cardiff.ac.uk/earth/degreeprogrammes/postgraduateresearch/projects/ge09
http://centres.exeter.ac.uk/cmhs/
http://centres.exeter.ac.uk/cmhs/
mailto:gmi%40gre.ac.uk?subject=MA%20in%20maritime%20history
http://www.gre.ac.uk/gmi
mailto:r.c.gorski%40hull.ac.uk?subject=University%20of%20Hull%20courses
http://www.history.hull.ac.uk
mailto:m.g.barnard%40hull.ac.uk?subject=Diploma%20in%20Maritime%20History
http://www.swansea.ac.uk/artsand humanities
mailto:a.j.mosley%40swansea.ac.uk?subject=Enquiry%20about%20MA%20in%20Maritime%20and%20Imperial%20History
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Vacancy for a Newsletter Editor!
I thoroughly enjoy working on Topmasts and producing the quarterly 
newsletter but just lately, advancing arthritis in my typing fingers 
and insufficient knowledge of modern digital publishing has led me to 
seriously consider retirement. If you enjoy the work of the Society and 
have computing skills, you may be interested in becoming my successor. 
You will certainly enjoy the experience and you will receive tremendous 
support from everyone involved in the production process. If you feel that 
you have the enthusiasm and the IT skills, please email me on topmasts@
snr.org.uk with your telephone number and I will be happy to discuss 
what is involved with you.  

Topmasts is published on the web in August, November, February and 
May. The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first week of 
the preceding month. Please send announcements as early as possible to 
ensure that they are published. All copy should be sent to:

topmasts@snr.org.uk

mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk
mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk
mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk

