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Chairman’s Column
The Mariner’s Mirror
Following considerable debate within the
Council and the Society at large on the need to
move to digitization of The Mariner’s Mirror, a
contract has been signed with Taylor & Francis,
the academic division of Informa Group plc, a
publisher of learned, scholarly and professional
journals in printed form and in other media
under the imprint of Routledge.
Under the contract, Taylor & Francis will
have exclusive publishing rights and assume
responsibility for the publishing and distribution
of the paper editions of The Mariner’s Mirror
to members, and will provide digital copies
of the journal on the Society’s website and be
responsible for the wider sale of electronic copies
of the journal. Copyright in the title and content
of the journal will remain vested in the Society
and the appointment of the Hon. Editor and
Editorial Board, and the editing and editorial
policy of the journal, will remain the sole
responsibility of the Society.
The Society remains responsible for its
personal membership. The publisher will
send a copy of each issue to every member
on a list provided by the Society, and
provide electronic access to members where
appropriate. Institutional members, including
corporate bodies, official or government bodies
or agencies, and libraries, will deal directly
with the publisher and sales to them will be at
normal full commercial rates. It is anticipated
the publisher will market The Mariner’s Mirror
widely, particularly to scholarly institutions
around the world.
Members of the Society opting for online
access will do so by way of a single user, non-

networkable licence, and any edition, and the
full-text journal article within each issue, will be
for that member’s private use as an individual
member and must not be made available to any
other person, nor posted to a library or public
web site, nor in any way used to substitute
for an existing or potential library or other
subscription.
As part of the agreement, the publisher
will create and maintain electronic files of the
journals back issues from 1 to 98 inclusive and
will mount them on the Society’s website. The
files thus created form the ‘historical archive’
which will be the property of the publisher,
although copyright in the content will remain
with the Society. The Society will receive a
royalty for all sales made by the publisher
for copies from the historical archive, the sale
of subscriptions to institutions, the sale of
single issues in electronic form and individual
articles in paper or electronic form, the sale of
online access to articles via pay-per-view and
other income, including offprints, reprints,
advertisements, rights and permissions.
As part of the contract, the publisher will
enable the corresponding author of each article,
and where applicable co-authors, access to an
electronic copy of the article in Portable Data
Format (PDF); and where applicable, a printed
copy of the issue in which their article appears
free of charge. Contributors may also purchase
paper offprints or reprints from the publisher.
The agreement we have made with Taylor
& Francis is for a minimum period of seven
years from 1 January 2013 (volume 99), and will
automatically renew thereafter for a period of
three years unless either party gives the other
written notice of its intention not to renew the
agreement at least twelve months prior to the
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expiration of the current term.
The Society has taken this step to ensure that
we can publish in the digital marketplace from
which corporate bodies, official or government
bodies or agencies, and libraries, etc. now
expect to buy. If we were to remain a paperbased publisher and nothing more, purchase
of The Mariner’s Mirror by libraries and other
institutions would simply cease for it is with the
electronic word rather than the printed word
with which such organizations now engage –
not least because shelf space is expensive and
electronic storage and access is far cheaper and
easier. Council regards this change as essential
if the Society is not to lose its relevance in its
second century.
Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editorial
Welcome to Topmasts issue number 4. We have
now completed a year in the new digital format.
So far the response has been positive. Comments
and suggestions for features and items of interest
are always welcome.
In this issue there is news of further develop
ments in Gordon Smith’s website, Navy and
Naval History.net. These are very interesting
projects and will add enormously to our
understanding of naval matters. The links to
the log books of First World War Royal Naval
vessels and the new project of transcribing the
logs of US ships are also well worth looking
into. Volunteers are always welcome.
I have also heard from H. J. K. Jenkins who
keeps us updated with the Fenland Lighter
Project. He is preparing information on the
River Nene and the importance of maritime
development to the expansion of Peterborough,
which I hope to feature in future issues.
You find links to maritime matters in the most
unexpected places. I recently spent a weekend in
the Isle of Wight and a very pleasant afternoon
at Osborne House, an English Heritage
managed property, the former summer home of
Queen Victoria. In the grounds there is a small
museum containing many interesting artefacts.
One which caught my eye was a small square of
red cloth adjacent to a map of the Pacific Ocean.
The caption identified it as a piece of cloth
presented by Captain Cook to a Tongan chief in
2

1774 which was returned to Queen Victoria as a
gift from the King of Tonga when he later visited
Britain for her Diamond Jubilee.
Continuing the museum theme, I am grateful
to Rachel Harrison, membership secretary of
the Friends of the Royal Museums Greenwich,
for the reminder that Gift Membership is
available. This is an ideal Christmas or birthday
present offering free entry to the Cutty Sark,
the new Ansel Adams exhibition, the Meridian
Courtyard and the Peter Harrison Planetarium.
There are numerous events throughout the
year and exclusive members’ evenings prior
to major exhibitions as well as 10 per cent
discount in the shops. For more information
call the Membership Office 020 8312 6678 or
membership@rmg.co.uk
Once again don’t forget the Christmas cards
and the Victory calendar available from the
Museum of the Royal Navy, details of which are
in this issue.
Articles and notices of events from SNR
members should be emailed to arrive during the
first week of the month prior to publication.
Contributions from overseas members are
especially welcome. Topmasts is published
quarterly in August, November, February and
May and access is via the SNR website www.snr.
org.uk.
Barry Coombs
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News
Caird Library
Following the success of the equestrian
Olympics at Greenwich Park, and the closure of
the Caird Library during that period, members
will be pleased to know that normal hours of
opening have been resumed. During the closure,
the archive and library staff made good use of
the time to re-house off site collections and to
re-organize stores to make future retrievals more
accessible.
Flinders Bi-Centenary
On 11 September a ‘STARTUP’ meeting was
convened at the Royal Commonwealth Society
to examine the feasibility of erecting some form
of monument/plaque/plinth in London in July
2014 to mark the passing of Captain Matthew
Flinders RN in July 1814. Those present were
John Allen (Chairman, Britain–Australia
Society), Pauline Lyle-Smith (Chairperson,
Cook Society), John Flinders (Flinders family
UK), Matt Johnson (Deputy Agent General,
South Australia), Dr Gillian Dooley (Flinders
University, Adelaide) and Peter Ashley (SNR).
It was agreed that this group (ex-Gillian
Dooley) would form a small committee to
progress the idea of a monument to be erected in
July 2014 in London. Discussion then followed
concerning the location, type of edifice, cost and
sponsorship.
Location While Flinders has no known
grave, it has been established beyond doubt
that his bones lie under Euston Station or the
adjoining St James’ Garden, along with those
of about 50,000 others. The garden is a possible
location but is not well kept and is under threat
from the government’s HS2 rail project, should
it come to fruition. Locating a monument of
some description within or outside the entrance
of Euston Station is also at risk from HS2. Thus
it was agreed to investigate the possibility of
siting a monument in nearby Fitzroy Square, as
Flinders lived and died in Fitzroy Street. Pauline
Lyle-Smith agreed to contact Frank Dobson,
MP for Camden.
Type of edifice A simple wall or groundlevel plaque was considered, along with the
idea of mounting a plaque on a granite plinth.
However, the favourite option emerged when

Matt Johnson asked if it would be possible to
make a copy of the John Dowie bust of Flinders
at the main entrance to the Flinders campus in
Adelaide. It was agreed that a bust would have
a much higher impact than a plaque on a plinth,
though no doubt it would cost more. Gillian
Dooley agreed to take this up with Flinders
University.
Cost This would naturally very much
depend on the type of monument finally agreed
upon but would range from as little as £1,000 for
a simple plaque through £3–5,000 for a granite
stone plinth and up to £25,000 for the bust if it
can be produced.
Sponsorship Matt Johnson agreed to take
the lead on this through the Flinders University
alumni and their business contacts while John
Flinders would look at fund-raising by the
Flinders family in UK. It was hoped that the
Britain–Australia Society and the Cook Society
would be able to provide an element of funding.
Gillian Dooley thought that Flinders University
might make a donation and Peter Ashley
expected that the Flinders Society in Sydney
would be willing to make a donation and that he
would approach the SNR for a donation in due
course.
There will be a further meeting of the group
in November and I hope to be able to publish
an update on progress in the February Topmasts.
If any SNR members reading this wish to make
any input/suggestions which would benefit this
project would they please contact Peter Ashley
on peter.ashley4@btinternet.com
Peter Ashley
The Cardigan Maritime Project on Facebook.
Dros y Tonnau or Over the Waves is a project
to highlight the maritime history of Cardigan,
Wales, and the surrounding area. We invite
ex-pats whose families sailed from Cardigan to
get in touch. If you like walking there’ll also be
heritage trails.
Find further details on Facebook at Cardigan
Maritime Project or by post at The Guildhall,
Cardigan, SA43 1JL
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Report of the Dublin Tall Ships 2012
The Dublin Tall Ships Festival of 2012 (23–26
August 2012) can only be described as a
resounding success! Not since 1998 had so many
of these beautiful vessels graced this historic
maritime city. Forty of the racing vessels (100
overall) of all classes, sizes and rigs lined the
quays backdropped by the recently developed
Dockland metropolis displayed a spectacular
Victorian maritime vista. The festival offered
a myriad of events for both the terrestrial and
aquatic visitors while providing the public a
great opportunity to explore these fascinating
tall ships.

Class A Tall Ships Along the Sir John Rogerson Quay, Dublin
(Southside)

However, the arrival of the ships was not
without incident from A Coruña on this the last
official run of the Sail Training International
race. A storm encountered in the Bay of
Biscay tested many of the ships and crews that
drove them to an early arrival at Dublin. The
Ecuadorian BAE Guayas was among some of
the more noted vessels that sustained minor
damage to their rigging, while the OPR Iskra
logged its fastest time ever at almost 17 knots.
All the vessels during this stage of the race
were awash and a few weatherworn stragglers
ventured to the nearest port for repairs. Overall
it made for an exciting if not tense finish to the
race in which first prize in the Class A Division
was awarded to the Mexican Naval ship B.E.
Cuauhtémoc.
The arrivals a day early, however, saw some
of the larger ships temporarily anchor in Dublin
Bay including the Alexander von Humbolt
4

Crew of the Spirit of Oysterhaven

which anchored at Balcadden Bay, Howth. They
arrived during a particular wet Irish summer
but were given a hearty Irish welcome along
the quays by the festival’s Liaison Officers
who were the lifeline between the ships and the
organisers.
The following day, Thursday 23 August,
the festivities officially began though by all
accounts many of the sailors looked as if they
could do with a good night’s rest. However, this
did not dampen the spirits of those partaking
in the festival. A particularly enthusiastic crew
during the whole festival were those of the
English ship TS Pelican. They provided a few
interesting public displays, which included short
enactments from the rigging of their ship.
The first official event of note was the
captain’s dinner held by the Admiral of the Port
(otherwise known by his other position as the
Lord Mayor of Dublin), at his residence in the
Mansion House. Another heralded event was
the crews parade which was by all accounts
thoroughly enjoyed by all. The crews many in
full naval dress uniform were invited to march
along the North Quays. They were cheered by
several spectators lining the road in a carnival
like atmosphere; and some temporally partook
in a Mexican wave to appease the crowds. At
their arrival in front of the Custom House the
official race winners were presented with their
prizes. The maritime spirit of the host nation
was marginally though proudly represented by
the crew Spirit of Oysterhaven waving the Irish
flag. Other events included a Tall Ships Sport’s
Day, the Bulmers Live Music and various water
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Liaison officers and crew of the Róinn after ‘Parade of Sail’ at
Dún Laoghaire, Dublin. The author is at top left

sports the latter of which was held at the Grand
Canal Docks, another focal point of the festival.
It also included street performers, roving bands,
face painters, balloon modellers, food and craft
fairs along with a series of Tall Ships Talks given
by local historians. A crew and an urban centre
were also provided not only to accommodate
the mariners but indeed visitors all age groups.
The backdrop and activities provided a
great ambience and convivial atmosphere for
families to enjoy a great day out visiting Tall
Ships even if on occasion the weather was
unkind though generally it was splendid. Many
scenes of parents, grandparents interacting
with their young loved ones aboard the vessels
were indeed sights to behold. Despite the
rain, an estimated 1.25 million visitors turned
out to enjoy the festivities. One of the much
commented benefits in hosting the festival was
not only was it thoroughly enjoyable, but it
also provided €30-million injection into the
local dejected economy. This was a great morale
boost to the hosting nation’s capital. A win–win
situation. The festival would not have been
possible without its numerous sponsors. One
that must be mentioned was Lidl, who not only
contributed greatly to the festival but also to
the volunteer force which was very efficiently
organised by Volunteer Ireland.
The masses of visitors were welcomed aboard
by friendly crews who often went out of their
way to show people around and look out for
their safety. The visitors were largely sustained
by an army of street vendors who produced
a variety of culinary delights along with all

their accompanying delightful smells. Several
receptions and parties were held aboard some
of the large Class A ships, which led to some
unhappy local residents but over all the visitors
and guests were remarkably well behaved.
However, the icing on the cake was indeed
the Parade of Sail, held on the wonderfully
sunny last day of the festival. Those not luckily
enough to venture out into the bay aligned the
coast from Howth to Dún Laoghaire to observe
the parade. The decorated vessels one by one
departed the quays announced by the blowing of
the ships’ whistles to a mass of cheering crowds.
Each made their way out of the river Liffey and
south-westward into the bay where they were
saluted by the anchored Irish naval ship L.E.
Emer; hosting many dignitaries aboard. The
ships were accompanied by a local armada of
small vessels of all descriptions. Among the tall
ships sailing in the bay in full glory under sail
was the schooner Johanna Lucretia, winner of
the Class B Division. She resembles the local
Skerries Wherry of yore providing yet another
nostalgic scene. And as these magnificent ships
sadly dispersed over the horizon, it ended yet
another wonderful chapter in Dublin maritime
history.
Seán T. Rickard
HMS Victory Calendar and Christmas Cards
This year sees the first-ever production of the
official HMS Victory calendar, along with a
brand-new design of Christmas card, full of the
requisite snow.

HMS Victory on the National Museum of the Royal Navy
Christmas card, 2012
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HMS Victory, Nelson’s flagship at the Battle of Trafalgar, in the snow

January 2013
1 Tue

12 Sat

23 Wed

2 Wed

13 Sun

24 Thu

3 Thu

14 Mon

25 Fri

4 Fri

15 Tue

26 Sat

5 Sat

16 Wed

27 Sun

6 Sun

17 Thu

28 Mon

7 Mon

18 Fri

29 Tue

8 Tue

19 Sat

30 Wed

9 Wed

20 Sun

31 Thu

10 Thu

21 Mon

11 Fri

22 Tue

New Years Day

Proudly produced by The National Museum of the Royal Navy
Profits from the sale of this calendar go towards the preservation of Naval heritage
Designed & Printed By John Dollin Printing Services Ltd.
HM Naval Base Calendar 2013_Layout 1 13/04/2012 09:53 Page 6

The cover and sample months from the HMS Victory calendar

The Transom Stern - Nelson’s Great Cabin occupies the middle row of windows

May 2013
1 Wed

12 Sun

23 Thu

2 Thu

13 Mon

24 Fri

3 Fri

14 Tue

25 Sat

4 Sat

15 Wed

26 Sun

5 Sun

16 Thu

27 Mon

17 Fri

28 Tue

7 Tue

18 Sat

29 Wed

8 Wed

19 Sun

30 Thu

9 Thu

20 Mon

31 Fri

10 Fri

21 Tue

11 Sat

22 Wed

6 Mon

Early May Bank Holiday

Proudly produced by The National Museum of the Royal Navy
Profits from the sale of this calendar go towards the preservation of Naval heritage
Designed & Printed By John Dollin Printing Services Ltd.
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Spring Bank Holiday

The calendar is A3 in size, set portrait style,
with space to write one’s appointments. We have
been very fortunate to have some wonderful
images to draw upon, and the quality of the
fabulous product really needs to be seen to be
believed.
The Christmas card is of a single design, a
picture of HMS Victory in the snow taken at
dawn, and viewed across the Starboard Arena,
by the museum’s very own head technician,
Bryn Jenkins.
The cards are available now in packs of 10 @
£5.99 per pack, and the calendars @ £12.50 each
from the National Museum of the Royal Navy
Shop, 02392 727590, or NMRN shop
The standard SNR discount of 10 per cent
applies, making each pack of cards £5.39, and
each calendar £11.25.
All Christmas card mail orders incur an
additional £2.20 postage and packing per initial
pack, and £1.25 per pack thereafter. Calendars
incur an additional £3.00 postage and packing
each, and £1.75 per calendar thereafter.
Should you wish to avoid postage costs, just
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let the NMRN shop know and they will happily
reserve either cards or calendars for you to
collect and purchase at your leisure.
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Royal
Naval Museum Shop’. Mail order applications
should be sent to The Royal Naval Museum
Shop, No. 11 Store, Main Rd, HM Naval Base,
Portsmouth, Hants. PO1 3NH.
These items are all produced by the National
Museum of the Royal Navy, and therefore all
profits go directly back to fund the museum,
as it works towards the preservation and
promotion of naval heritage. The museum trusts
that you will find this a venture well worth
supporting.

The Fenland Lighter Project
Literature, Lighters, and Other Craft
David Scott Kastan, in Shakespeare after Theory
(London 1999), has remarked that literature
and history can seem to involve ‘entirely
different, if dependent, realms of being’.
This comment encapsulates important points
regarding interdisciplinary activity. And, for
over a quarter-century, the project’s work has
sought to emphasize the interdisciplinary theme.
Opportunities can involve a whole range of
bygone vessels.
An example concerns this region’s ‘Peasant
Poet’, John Clare, when he made a youthful
visit to the Fenland port of Wisbech, using the
passenger-carrying packet-boat service that
operated along the River Nene early in the
nineteenth century. His remarks on this trip,
supplemented by additional source material,
form a bridge linking river history with
widespread interest in Clare’s writings – as far
afield as Russia, where he is commonly referred
to as ‘Ivan Klara’. Links of this sort often prove
valuable to both ‘realms’.
As a general comment, indeed, the possi
bilities provided by interdisciplinary approaches
can open all sorts of doors, as witness, for
instance, recent Project-linked articles involving
the American-published ‘AMS Studies in
the Eighteenth Century’ series (see MM
Bibliography 2010, p. 18). Interdisciplinary
approaches also provide an opportunity to draw
attention to the SNR in circles where it does not
usually figure. On that particular point, recent

times have witnessed most welcome comment
from our Chairman of Council, for which the
project is very grateful.
Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website for
more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins

British Maritime History
Seminars 2012–13
The annual series of seminars, convened by
the National Maritime Museum and held at
the Institute of Historical Research, aims to
disseminate new research in British maritime
history.
Location Bedford Room, The Institute of
Historical Research, University of London,
Senate House, London WC1E 7HU
Timing 17.15–18.30
There is no charge for these seminars and no
need to book.
Further information is available from the
Research Executive, Centre for Imperial and
Maritime Studies, National Maritime Museum,
London SE10 9NF, tel. 020 8312 6716, email
research@nmm.ac.uk, website www.nmm.ac.uk
Abstracts available at http://www.rmg.co.uk/
researchers/conferences-and-seminars/bmhseminars-2012-13
Autumn Term 2012
13 November
Victoria Jones, University of Birmingham
Representations of crime and punishment in the
Royal Navy during the French Wars, 1793–1815
27 November
Jessica Ratcliff, Yale-NUS College
The Admiralty and ‘Humboldtian Science’
Spring Term 2013
22 January
Edward Gillen, University of Cambridge
‘There is sorrow on the sea’: interpreting Brunel’s
‘Leviathan’
5 February
Ashley Jackson, King’s College London
The Royal Navy and Malta through the history
of Fort (or HMS) St Angelo
7
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19 February
Edmond Smith, University of Cambridge
The East India Company and the Atlantic world
in the early 17th century
5 March
Sian Williams, University of Southampton
Circuits of knowledge: the Royal Navy and the
Caribbean, 1756–1815
19 March
Duncan Redford, National Museum of the
Royal Navy
The Royal Navy and British national identity in
the two World Wars

Wellington Trust
Diary Dates 2012–13
Heritage Evenings
Mondays at 6.15 for 7.00 p.m.
12 November
Martin Scott
Windstar Cruises: 180 degrees from ordinary—
the HAL Years
10 December
John Blake
Historic Charts
14 January 2013
William Collard
Restoration of the Thames Sailing Barge
Cambria
11 February
Terry Lilley
10th Cruiser Squadron in WW1
11 March
Richard Woodman
WW2 Convoys
For further information contact Alison Harris,
Business Manager, Honourable Company of
Master Mariners & Wellington Trust on email
info@thewellingtontrust.com
or call her on 020 7836 817
website www.thewellingtontrust.com
8

The Annual E. G. R. Taylor
Lecture
The Annual E. G. R. Taylor by Kirsten
Andresen Seaver took place at the RGS London
on 11 October. I hope to have a report in the
next issue of Topmasts
Future E. G. R. Taylor lecture dates:
2013 10 October Hakluyt Society
2014 9 October Institute of Navigation
2015 8 October RGS
2016 13 October SNR
Further information from styacke@blueyonder.
co.uk

SNR (South) Programme
The Society for Naval Research (South) was
founded in 1962 to promote the historical
study of ships, seafaring and other maritime
subjects with particular reference to the south
of England. There are meetings on the second
Saturday of each month from October to May.
Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings are held
in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert Yacht
Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth,
PO1 2NT, and commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons
wishing to lunch with the Society in the Club
beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel.
+44 (0)2392 831387 at least 72 hours in advance.
New members are very welcome: email David
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.
For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South)
activities visit their new website www.snrsouth.
org.uk. New material or queries should be
addressed to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at
v.woodman@ntlworld.com

King’s Seminar Series
British Commission for Maritime History
Meetings take place on Thursdays at 17:15 in
room K6.07, Department of War Studies, King’s
College London, Strand, London, WC2R 2LS
(6th Floor, Old Main Building), except for the
Proctor Memorial Lecture which will take
place at Lloyd’s Register, 71 Fenchurch Street,
London EC3M 4BS. Admission to this lecture
only is solely by ticket, available from Barbara
Jones on jones@lr.org
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8 November 2012
Professor Peter Solar, Vesalius College, Vrije
Universiteit Brussel, Opening to the East: The
End of the Monopolies and Shipping between
Europe and Asia, 1780–1830
22 November 2012
Dr Sara Trevisan, University of Warwick, Trade,
Empire and the Sea in Early Stuart Royal and
Civic Festivals
6 December 2012
Proctor Memorial Lecture
Professor Steve Murdoch, University of
St Andrews, Breaching Neutrality: British
privateering and Swedish prizes, 1650–1713
10 January 2013
Joshua Newton, University of Cambridge, War
and Trade in West Africa: Slavery, seapower and
the state, 1748–92
24 January 2013
Richard Dunley, King’s College London,
Ships with Wheels: Sir John Fisher and strategic
deterrence 1904–08
7 February 2013
Professor Sarah Palmer, Greenwich Maritime
Institute, Running the River Thames: Interests
and conflicts in the later twentieth century
21 February 2013
David Chmiel, King’s College London, Do
Emerging Economies Still Need navies?
7 March 2013
Dr Helen Doe, University of Exeter, Marketing
Mutuality: The twentieth-century expansion of
the British Mutual Marine Insurance Clubs
2 May 2013
Dr Marcus Faulkner, King’s College London,
and Len Barnett, independent scholar, Learning
to Use Signals Intelligence: The Royal Navy in
the years 1914–15
16 May 2013
Dr Richard Johns, National Maritime Museum,
The Nore Examined: J. M. W. Turner at the
mouth of the Thames after Trafalgar
30 May 2013
Christopher Miller, University of Glasgow, The
Industrial Politics of Naval Rearmament on
Clydeside during the Interwar Period

The Seminar Programme is organised by the
British Commission for Maritime History,
with the generous assistance of the Society for
Nautical Research, the Maritime Information
Association, Lloyd’s Register and the
Department of War Studies, King’s College
London. For further information contact
Dr Alan James, War Studies, King’s College
London, WC2R 2LS, email alan.2.james@
kcl.ac.uk or Dr Richard Gorski, History,
University of Hull, HU6 7RX, email r.c.gorski@
hull.ac.uk

National Maritime Museum
Call for Papers
Conference 25–27 July 2013
National Maritime Museum
Navy and Nation 1688 to the Present
From conflict, culture and science to society,
economics and politics, the Royal Navy’s
relationship with Britain has always been
complex and reflexive. It has been the nation’s
primary arm of defence and the means by which
empire was expanded and sustained. In both
peace and war, it has shaped and been shaped
by the powers of the British state. It has driven
and responded to commercial, industrial and
technological forces. As an institution, it has
defined and reflected not only the nature of
Britishness, but its component notions of class,
race and gender. As a workplace, it has generated
lifestyles that mirror wider norms while also
diverging from them.
In July 2013, and to coincide with the
opening of a new permanent gallery of British
naval history, the National Maritime Museum
will host a major conference addressing the
interconnections between the Royal Navy and
Britain from 1688 to the present day. Its aim is
to examine this naval and national relationship
from the broadest possible range of perspectives.
As such, the organizers welcome proposals from
operational, administrative and technological
history through to social, cultural and gender
history, and the histories of art, material culture
and literature. By these means, the conference
will endeavour to inter-relate the varied
approaches to the navy represented in recent
scholarship. Key themes will include:
9
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The navy and national or imperial identity
The aims, methods and consequences of
naval warfare
The navy and popular culture
The naval hero
The navy and technology
The navy and issues of class, gender, race or
age
The navy and politics, finance or the state
The navy and trade, commerce or industry
Social histories of the navy and of recruiting
The navy in peacetime

Please submit proposals of 300 words for
individual papers, along with a short CV to
research@rmg.co.uk . Panel proposals are also
encouraged, though preference will be given to
those that display disciplinary or chronological
diversity. We intend to publish a selection of
papers as a volume of conference proceedings.
Call for papers deadline: 14 September 2012.
Contact Sally Archer, Curatorial & Research
Planner, Royal Museums Greenwich
Greenwich, London SE10 9NF, direct line +44
(0) 208 312 6772

Books by Members
James Goldrick and Jack McCaffrie Navies of
South-East Asia Routledge, 2012, illustrated,
paperback, ISBN 978-0-415-80942 9 discount
price £64 reduced from £80
This is one of the Cass Series: Naval Policy
and History offering a comprehensive survey
of the development of the navies of South East
Asia since the end of the Second World War.
Contents include the navies of Brunei, Burma,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. The authors
are well placed for informed comment. James
Goldrick, the Australian correspondent for the
SNR, recently retired from the Royal Australian
Navy as a two-star rear-admiral and has written
several books on naval matters including The
King’s Ships Were at Sea and No Easy Answers.
Jack McCaffrie retired in 2003 as a one-star
commodore. He is currently writing the second
edition of the RAN’s Australian Maritime
Operations.
10

John Sugden Nelson: The Word of Albion
Bodley Head, London, 2012, 1040 pages,
illustrated, hardback. ISBN 978-022-406-0981
£30
Following the success of Nelson: A Dream of
Glory, John Sugden has written a massive second
volume which has acquired equal literary high
praise from the critics. The book encompasses
the high dramas of the Nile, Copenhagen and
Trafalgar and it takes an in-depth look at the
complex character of Nelson and rebuilds the
story from thousands of primary sources. It is a
fascinating book and a very interesting read.
Mervyn Wingfield Wingfield at War Whittles
Publishing, Caithness, Scotland, 2012, 192 pages,
black and white illustrations, hardback, ISBN
978-184995-064-0 £16.99
This is volume I of The British Navy at War
and Peace series and is a biography of Captain
Mervyn Wingfield who had a most remarkable
career in wartime submarines including the
sinking of a Japanese submarine, a collision
in the North Sea, a winter in the Arctic,
penetration of the Norwegian Fjords through a
minefield and a cavalry fight in the Aegean. As
Admiral Lord Boyce says in his foreword, ‘It
is remarkable that one man should have been
involved in so much action in so few years.’
A. Bentley Buckle Through Albert’s Eyes
Whittles Publishing, Caithness, Scotland,
2012, 176 pages, black and white illustrations,
hardback, ISBN 978-184995-066-4 £16.99
This is volume II of The British Navy at
War and Peace series. Tony Bentley-Buckle’s
autobiography is another fascinating tales of
one man’s war. In command of captured ships
as a teenager, volunteering for ‘special service’,
one of the first to land in Sicily and to cross the
Straits of Messina, captured by the Germans and
escape behind enemy lines in Italy, Yugoslavia
and Germany, this is a real life Boys’ Own
adventure story.
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Gerald R. Powell, Matthew C. Cordon and
J. Barto Arnold III Civil War BlockadeRunners: Prize Claims and the Historical
Record, Including the Denbigh’s Court
Documents Institute of Nautical Archaeology,
2012, 342 pages, ISBN-13: 978-0979587436
$40.00
This book considers the legal structure for the
Union navy taking as prizes of war the vessels
that ran the blockade. It discusses international
laws, customs, and steps of the court action.
Detailed examples are provided for a few
particular ships taken off Galveston. Archival
documents are illustrated.
As the Civil War commenced, the Confeder
acy was short of cash and manufactured goods,
while its exports were blockaded. The South
turned to Europe for weapons, clothing, tools,
and medicines that could be paid for with
cotton.
Mobile and Galveston were the ports of call
for the famous blockade-runner Denbigh, a
shipwreck excavated by the Institute of Nautical
Archaeology located at Texas A&M University.
The incidents and documents in this book
concentrate on the Denbigh and the rest explain
the activities of this ship and her sisters in the
runner’s trade. Understanding the rules of the
prize game enhances greatly the understanding
of blockade-running.

Exhibition
Ansel Adams: Photography from the Mountains
to the Sea
National Maritime Museum
9 November 2012–28 April 2013
This is a new major exhibition covering the
work of Ansel Adams (1902-84) probably the
most popular and influential photographer in
American History. This is the first exhibition to
focus on his fascination for water in all forms
and has dramatic pictures of waterfalls, rapids,
geysers, ponds, raging rivers and beautiful
icescapes, as well as his favourite work Golden
Gate Before the Bridge.

Citizen Science Project
Citizen Science is revolutionary. Using the
power of the Internet, thousands of people,
world-wide, are working with scientists on
important research.
Citizen History is a natural development.
‘Old Weather’ is one such project – transcribing
ship’s logs, partly for weather readings for
climate models, but also for their maritime
history.
The resulting one million log pages covering
over 300 Royal Navy ships in the First World
War era are being edited into ship histories.
Many are now online at http://www.navalhistory.net/OWShips-LogBooksWW1.htm
The next stage is transcribing the logs
of United States ships of the 19th and 20th
centuries, some engaged in polar exploration. To
take part, visit http://www.oldweather.org/
To find out more about other Citizen Science
and History projects, many of which are also
ideal for School and College groups, go to
https://www.zooniverse.org/
For more information contact
Gordon Smith MBA CEng
Naval-History.Net
17 Norris Close
Penarth
Vale of Glamorgan CF64 2QW, UK
Tel: 029 2063 6953 or 07590 070038

Websites of Interest
http://news.discovery.com/history/romanshipwreck-amphora-food-italy-120808.html
An almost intact Roman ship has been found
off the coast of Verazze some 18 miles from
Genoa, Italy. The merchant ship was discovered
by fishermen in 200 feet of water when their
nets brought up intact amphora. These have
been protected by mud and most of the cargo
is expected to be in good condition. The vessel
sank 2000 years ago on a voyage from Spain
to Italy with wine, grain, oil and pickled fish.
Italian authorities are considering what should
be done with the wreck.
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http://www.pasthorizonspr.com/index.php/
archives/08/2012/a-roman-shipwreck-in-theancient-port-of-antibes
Archaeologists from Inrap in France have found
the wreck of a roman vessel in what was the
ancient harbour of Antibes. They have made
significant finds of tens of thousands of objects
in the silted up basin.
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~ekp/
news/20120827-Ulchin-Boat.html
The discovery of a Neolithic vessel some 8,000
years old in the Ulchin Prefecture of the Korean
province of North Kyongsang is the second find
of that period in Korea. It is significant because
this is the earliest wooden boat found in the
world.
http://www.northernadvocate.co.nz/news/
dating-of-wreck-suggests-visitors-predatedcook/1523196/
Recent carbon dating of timber found in a wreck
in New Zealand discovered at Pouto Point near
Dargaville in 1982 by a local diving team led
by Noel Hilliam has suggested that it predates
the discovery of the islands by Capt Cook by
some 65 years. Initial research indicates that it
foundered around 1705. The timber was a type
of teak and was found complete with iron nails.
Dr Palmer at the Dargaville Museum has said
that further research is required before he can
publish more definite findings.
http://www.news.yahoo.com/blogs/sideshow/
mysterious-shipwreck-washes-onto-alabamashore-believed-civil-154038655.html
Hurricane Isaac has washed up a blockade
runner vessel from the US Civil War onto
an Alabama beach, possibly the Monticello a
Confederate navyship that burned and sank
trying to evade the Union ships around 1862.
http://news.discovery.com/history/medievalshipwreck-danube-120911.html
Hungarian archaeologists have found what they
think is a medieval shipwreck in the Danube.
It is partially buried in the mud and silt about
18 miles north of Budapest and has yet to be
excavated. Initial surveys point to a vessel that
was 40 feet long and ten feet wide with oak
timbers on the floor and ribs.
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University Courses
Cardiff University,
School of Earth and Ocean Science
Dr Hance Smith and Dr David Jenkins are
supervising a course for students – The Regional
Development of Maritime Heritage in the
United Kingdom. For further information
contact Dr Hance Smith or visit the Cardiff
University website.
University of Exeter
The University of Exeter offers MA and PhD
courses in maritime historical studies modern
module explores European maritime expansion
and the creation of commercial empires. See the
website of the Centre for Maritime Historical
Studies.
Greenwich Maritime Institute,
University of Greenwich
Located in the historic setting of the Old
Royal Naval College, the Greenwich Maritime
Institute offers a unique environment for the
study of maritime history, including an MA in
Maritime History . For details email gmi@gre.
ac.uk or visit the Greenwich Maritime Institute
website.
University of Hull
The University of Hull offers a BA course and
MA and PhD programmes in maritime history.
Contact Dr Richard Gorski or visit the website
at the Department of History, University of
Hull.
There is also a Diploma in Maritime History
provided on a part-time basis over four years,
with learning and teaching taking place entirely
online. For further information email Michaela
Barnard.
Swansea University
Swansea University Arts and Humanities
department is offers an MA course in Maritime
and Imperial History. For further details please
visit the Swansea University website or contact
Dr Adam Mosley.
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New Members and Reported Deaths
1 July – 30 September 2011
New Members – individual
Mr A. M. Anderson (student), Maine, USA
Sir D-J. Buckland KHS,RN,RDN,REMT-P,
FRIPH, Southsea, Hampshire
Capt. J. R. J. Carew OBE, St Leonards-on-Sea,
Sussex.
Mr C. Dawson, Sudbyberg, Sweden
Mr P. N. Lewis MA, MPhil, FSA Scot., Cupar,
Fife
Mr A. Plumbly, Tingewick, Buckinghamshire
Mr R. Stopforth, Crosby, Liverpool
Mr G. Ward (student), St Philip, Barbados
Ms V. Walker Vadillo (student), Oxford
Mr M. Whitby, Ontario, Canada
Mr C. Williamson (student), Ohio, USA

Institution
The Honor Frost Foundation
British Academy, London
Reported deaths
Miss Margaret Cumby, Sydenham, Kent
Mr L. Dalton, Hucclecote, Gloucestershire
Professor Forte, University of Aberdeen

The Editor of Topmasts would like to hear from anyone with news or notices that may be of
interest to SNR members. Copy for the next issue should be submitted by 2 January 2013 though
urgent or timely items may be accommodated later if required.
13

