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Chairman’s Column
The Mariners Mirror archive comprises over 2,000 articles all of which
are fascinating. Taylor & Francis, who now publish The Mariners Mirror,
have digitized the complete archive and all the articles are now available to
members to download. Dr Sam Willis, who is designing our new website,
considers The Mariners Mirror to be the jewel in the crown of the Society
and is designing a website which will showcase the treasures of the archive.
So the ability to search the archive and explore its diversity and range will
be central to the design of the new site. To facilitate searching the archive,
100-word abstracts and keywords are being written which will form part
of the new website; each abstract will have a link directly to the full article
on the Taylor & Francis website.
To write the abstracts our Hon. Secretary, Byrne McLeod, has recruited
an army of volunteers. She emailed all the members for whom she had
addresses, asking them to become involved with the project. The first
responses arrived within days, and it was obvious that enough enthusiasm
existed among members for at least the first tranche to get under way.
Among the many comments she has received were:
peter: ‘I would be delighted to give it a go. This should be most interesting.’
martin: ‘Of course, pleased to help.’
susan: ‘I would be happy to do an issue.’
bruce: ‘I would like to take part in the project.’
alistair: ‘I think I am in tune with your objectives. I am willing to
undertake an issue.’
charles: ‘The project strikes me as a very good idea indeed, and I would
be happy to help.’
paul: ‘I would be glad to help with the project, which will provide a very
useful service to all members.’
geoff: ‘The Society needs to demonstrate that it is attempting to attract
attention and this seems an ideal way to start.’
wayne: ‘This seems an interesting project.’
stephen: ‘I can only applaud the idea of making The Mariners Mirror
database more accessible, and would like to assist.’
Within days the system was up and running. Each volunteer was allocated
an issue, given guidance on how to access the Taylor & Francis archive
so that the articles could be downloaded, and given the list of categories
which constituted the keywords on the new website pages. When the
Title image: ‘Sixty Degrees South’ by John Everett; courtesy of the National Maritime Museum (BHC2451)

ISSN 2049-6796

Topmasts no. 12
abstracts started to come in they were lifted into a file ready to be input
into the new website’s database.
The work proceeded rapidly. In August the new Mariner’s Mirror and
Topmasts appeared with a plea for more email addresses. Sadly this only
brought in four more to add to the 430 addresses Byrne had already, but
within days all four were hard at work, taking up the challenge of the
project.
Byrne has been struck by the wealth of experience revealed by the
members’ comments on the work they have done. She has members taking
part who are living in China, Thailand, Italy, France, Germany, all over
America and the Shetlands, as well as from all over mainland UK. She
demanded that members of Council and Society committees took part as
well; I did my abstracts early on.
With the benefit of experience Byrne produced exemplars of the way she
wanted the abstracts to look when they were inserted into the database.
She checks every abstract before it is despatched, referring back to the
original if necessary.
By October issues back to the 1940s were being worked on, so that
three-quarters of the archive will be visible when the website goes live in
January. More than a thousand abstracts are already in the database, and
hundreds more are in hand. One of the joys of the project has been that
more and more volunteers have become hooked on the exercise, and some
have volunteered for a second, third, fourth or fifth issue.
It is hoped that once all the articles have been processed the volunteers
will go back into their issues and pick out the Notes or Queries which
deserve to be brought to the members’ attention.
So a big thank you to our Hon. Secretary, and all members who are
producing abstracts. Byrne and her army of volunteers are doing a
tremendous job and all say they are enjoying themselves enormously.
The articles in the archive contain a wealth of scholarship and this project
will benefit all members and researchers once the new website is up and
running. If you are not currently involved, but would like to help and join
in the fun, please get in touch with Byrne.
Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Important! we need your email addresses, please
In this digital age your email address is very important to the Society so
that news, notice of events and last minute changes, subscription reminders
or other important information can be quickly transmitted to you. The
Society also benefits greatly from the cost savings in postal charges, printing
and paper costs. We are trying to gather email addresses from all members.
At present we only have a relatively small number. Can members please
confirm their email address to our Hon. Secretary at honsec@snr.org.uk
as soon as possible to complete our records. These addresses will not be
shared with any third party and are purely for SNR use.
The Hon Sec would also value offers from volunteers to assist with
archiving the back catalogue of The Mariner’s Mirror.
Contact Dr McLeod at honsec@snr.org.uk.
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Publicizing the SNR
The Society is working on a flyer that can be included in correspondence, and left
in appropriate information centres, such as libraries and museums, and conference
venues, etc., to promote the Society and enlarge our subscription base. The poster
shown here is an initial draft by Evan Wilson which I think is splendid. It will be a
good asset for promoting the Society and gaining new members. The final version
will be shown here when it is approved at Committee.

Join the Society for Nautical Research
www.snr.org.uk

The Society for Nautical Research was founded in 1910 to encourage
research into matters relating to seafaring and shipbuilding in all ages and
among all nations, into the language and customs of the sea, and into other
subjects of nautical interest. It has an international membership and is open
to all.
Since 1911, the Society has published The Mariner’s Mirror, which is
recognized as the international scholarly journal of record for maritime and
naval history. The Society has also played a major role in promoting
international scholarship in naval and maritime history, and in preserving
and promoting the maritime heritage of the United Kingdom. It ensured the
survival of Nelson’s flagship by raising the ‘Save the Victory Fund’ in 1922
and has been closely associated with her restoration ever since. It assisted
the frigate Foudroyant (1817) in her role as a youth training ship, helping to
ensure her survival as Trincomalee, and supported the return of SS Great
Britain (1843) from the Falkland Islands to Bristol. The Society was
instrumental in founding the National Maritime Museum at Greenwich in
1937 and the Royal Naval Museum at Portsmouth in 1972. It continues to
have close links with both institutions.
Members receive four issues of The Mariner’s Mirror per annum as
well as access to the journal’s archive. Other benefits include free
access to HMS Victory and the National Museum of the Royal
Navy in Portsmouth, plus reduced prices for admission to the
other attractions in the Historic Dockyard for members and their
guests.

For further information and details about membership, please
visit the Society’s website at www.snr.org.uk.
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Editor’s Notes
As a man born well before photocopiers, faxes and electric typewriters, let
alone smartphones and tablets, came into use as a means of communication,
I have been amazed by the amazing speed in the progress of digitization
and electronic forms of messaging. Most recently, within a few days
of the discovery of HMS Erebus in the Arctic ice, I was invited to the
Canadian High Commission to view a Skype live video link with marine
archaeologist Ryan Harris of Parks Canada, the agency that looks after
the national parks, conservation areas and historic sites of Canada. He
was discussing the discovery of the vessel. It is astonishing how quickly
information circulates in this modern age – wonderful for historians and
researchers everywhere. I am sure that it will not be long before it will be
commonplace that we sit in a lecture or conference hall in Britain seeing
and listening to live lectures from experts speaking, without leaving their
own countries, on big screens showing Skype or FaceTime.
Amazing progress, too, has been made in engineering and shipbuilding:
I have just been reading about, the 100,000-ton Oasis of the Seas, the
latest great cruise ship to be launched in Finland at a cost of £800 million.
She is still not quite the biggest ship in the world, though: her sister ship
Allure of the Seas is two inches longer! Some amazing statistics have been
generated. She will carry 6,300 passengers, 2,400 crew, use nearly two and
a half million litres of water daily, cruise at 22 knots and sits 213 feet above
the water line. It is expected that guests will have spent £500,000 by the
time they disembark which probably explains why she carries 37 bars and
24 restaurants and cafes while more than 10,000 square feet is allocated
to the onboard shops. On her recent voyage from Southampton to Fort
Lauderdale, she did not sail until midnight, when tidal conditions were
ideal and there was no other traffic in the vicinity, so that the ship could
complete a three-point turn.
From the present day to the First World War and the gunboat HMS
M33, which took part in the Gallipoli campaign and is now being restored
in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. She is the last remaining vessel of five
known as monitors or gunboats commissioned by Winston Churchill in
March 1915. Harland and Wolf built her in just seven weeks. Her shallow
draft allowed her to go close inshore to fire on forts in the Dardanelles.
The campaign was a disaster but M33 survived and went on to serve in
the White Sea squadron, supporting counter-revolutionary forces against
the Bolsheviks and serving as a floating workshop during the Second
World War. Hampshire County Council bought her after the war and
made emergency repairs, but it has taken until now to raise the funds to
restore her completely, thanks to grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund
and other organizations, including our own. She will be partially restored
and ready to receive visitors at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard by August
2016. A treasure trove of memorabilia, including the captain’s reports,
original logs and crew members’ diaries, will be on show. For a video tour
of the ship go to telegraph.co.uk/video.
This will be my last Topmasts as editor and my volunteer replacement,
Nigel Blanchford, will produce the February issue. I have greatly enjoyed
my years in this post and I will miss the contact with regular contributors.
I would like to thank all who have sent in book notices, articles, progress
4

Topmasts no. 12
reports on SNR projects and the lectures and events programmes. My
particular thanks to the Publications Committee for their support and
especially Dr Paula Turner who has been so helpful to me and takes my
raw text turning it into the polished format that you are reading today.
Finally, please don’t forget to furnish our Hon. Secretary with your
email address as requested above.
Barry Coombs
topmasts@snr.org.uk

The Fenland Lighter Project
Bygone lighters, prisoners and prison markets
In the days when the distinctive Fenland lighters were the dominant
freighters on the Ouse–Nene Complex (see Topmasts 10, pp. 3–4), they
were sometimes used in surprising ways. For example, during the French
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, they were commonly employed for
moving prisoners-of-war bound for the large prison camp at Norman
Cross, near Peterborough.
At Norman Cross captives of various nationalities often became
involved in the handicraft and trading activity linked with the camp’s
duly authorized prison-markets. On occasion, model ships and the like
were traded for a range of commodities brought in by local inhabitants.
Although there were substantial irregularities at times, the prison markets
generally functioned smoothly enough.
Peterborough Museum and Art Gallery (currently administered by the
Vivacity Trust) contains some impressive models made by prisoners of
war. However, it seems likely that not all of these products stemmed from
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Norman Cross. Officers on parole may well have produced some of the
most detailed and delicate ship-models. The Norris Museum, at St Ives, on
the banks of the River Great Ouse, contains a striking example of this sort.
NB Various matters raised in this present column might well be included
in the ‘International Fenland Study Days’ proposed during recent times,
see Topmasts, as mentioned above. For further information, visit the FLP
Website.
Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.
html for more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

Flinders Bicentenary
Peter Ashley has sent me a new photograph of the Flinders statue at
Euston Station which has proved to be a great attraction. It also proved an
attraction for some people who wanted to use the base as a seat! Work is in
progress to add serrated edges, something like a large Toblerone, three or
four inches high, to the plinth to discourage them. If you are in the vicinity
of Euston station, I heartily recommend that you pay the statue a visit.
It is hoped that Flinders University in Adelaide will be purchasing
a full size replica of the statue which will benefit the funds available to
provide scholarships to Flinders University. Any SNR member who
wishes to contribute to this fund can obtain full details from Peter Ashley
at picamar87@hotmail.com.
Down under at the library of New South Wales in Sydney, the Flinders
statue upgrade is complete and my daughter has sent me a couple of recent
photographs including the wonderful Trim who purrs behind Flinders on
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one of the library windowsills, which are
reproduced here.
Staying Down Under, Dr Gillian Dooley,
Special Collections Librarian, at Flinders
University where they hold a wonderful
collection of Flinders material, maps and
first editions, was in the UK to present
papers at Donington in Lincolnshire and
at the NMM. Both were very well received
and it is hope that at a later stage the SNR
will be able to publish the papers.
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The vessel ‘La Rochelle’
Robin Coventry, a long-standing SNR member, has asked if anyone can
help him with information on the recent history of the vessel La Rochelle.
He writes:
‘I have ascertained that the above ship, operated by J. C. Godeffroy
& Sons Co. of Hamburg, under command of Capt. John Meyer, with
supplies for 18 weeks, sailed from Hamburg on her maiden voyage at
10 a.m. on 30 May 1885, bound for Australia. Direct descendants of two
of the unconfirmed number of 487 passengers – Johann Carl Friedrich
Schiller and his wife Caroline Henriette with their three young children,
emigrants to Adelaide, arrived (‘Port Misery’) on 3 September 1885 in
record voyage time, without calling at any port on the way, of 95 days
(according to Hamburg archives, recording a loss of 11 deaths and 4 births
during this voyage) – have asked me if further historical information on
this ship can be found.’
Apparently she continued to carry passengers to Australia every year
until 1869. In 1870 she was armed as a warship during the Franco-Prussian
War. In 1870, however, the company’s ships were recorded as sailing
‘barques’, namely Johann Cesar, Peter Godeffroy, La Rochelle, Wandram,
Suzanne, Iserbrook and Victoria, all of which had loaded in Apia, Samoa,
with cargoes of timber, coconut oil and copra bound for European ports.
It is unknown how the successful ship La Rochelle met her end but
word has it that she was sold at some time to new owners in Finland
(or perhaps Mariehamn, Aaland Islands?) who may have changed her
name with her new registry. The ‘sale’ of La Rochelle may have become
necessary since the source of her Pacific Islands profitable trading may
have dried up by 1877, following a petition signed by 48 island chieftains
to the British government begging it to take Samoa under its protection –
though this was refused. The shipowning firm of Godeffroy continued to
operate until 1879, when it was forced into bankruptcy (another reason to
sell off its ships). The founder of the company, Johann Cesar Godeffroy
died in 1885.
The Schiller family thrived in Australia and the present descendants are
involved in shipbuilding in Australia and the Far East. I would be delighted
to pass on to them any information provided by Members with particular
regard to La Rochelle. If anyone can help Robin with information, please
contact him by email at robincoventry@gmail.com. He would be very
grateful for any news.
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The Hakluyt Society Essay Prize
I am grateful to Lawrie Phillips for the information on this essay prize.
Unfortunately it is too late to enter this year, but I have nonetheless printed
the 2014/15 information verbatim below so that budding essayists can get
an early start preparing for 2015/16 as this is an annual competition.
From 2015, the Hakluyt Society will award an annual essay prize (or more
than one, if the judges so decide) of up to a total of £750. Winners will be
invited to publish their essays in the online Journal of the Hakluyt Society
if they wish to do so. The prize or prizes for 2015 will be presented at the
Hakluyt Society’s Annual General Meeting in London in June 2015, where
winners will be invited to attend as the Society’s guests. Travel expenses
within the UK will be reimbursed and winners will also receive a one-year
membership of the Hakluyt Society.
Eligibility criteria
The competition is open to postdoctoral scholars of not more than two
years’ standing on 31 December 2014, and to undergraduate and graduate
students registered as such on that date. Only one entry may be submitted
per entrant per year.
Scope and subject matter
Essays submitted, which should be based on original research in any
discipline in the humanities or social sciences, may be on any aspect of the
history of travel, exploration and cultural encounter or their effects, in the
tradition of the work of the Hakluyt Society. Essays should be in English
(except for such citations in languages other than English as may appear
in footnotes or endnotes) and between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length
(including notes, excluding bibliography). Illustrations, diagrams and
tables essential to the text fall outside the word count. Submissions should
be unpublished, and not currently in press, in production or under review
elsewhere. Authors may wish to consult the Society’s style sheet, which
is also the journal’s style sheet, at http://www.hakluyt.com/authors_info.
htm.
Submission procedures and deadline
Essays should be submitted as email attachments in Word.doc format to Dr
Surekha Davies, Chair of the Essay Prize Committee, at surekha.davies@
gmail.com and to the Society’s administrative office at office@hakluyt.com
by 1 November 2014. The entrant’s name, address (including preferred
email address), institutional affiliation (if any, with date of admission), and
degrees (if any, with dates of conferment) should appear within the body
of the email, together with a note of the title of the submitted essay. The
subject line of the email should include the words ‘HAKLUYT SOCIETY
ESSAY PRIZE’ and the author’s name. By submitting an essay, an entrant
certifies that it is the entrant’s own original work.
Selection procedure
The Prize Committee encourages innovative submissions that make an
important contribution to knowledge, or a critical or methodological
9
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contribution to scholarship. The Committee and selected reviewers will
pay attention to the analytical rigour, originality, wider significance, depth
and scope of the work, as well as to style and presentation. The Prize
Committee comprises selected academic faculty from among the Hakluyt
Society’s Council. The Prize Committee reserves the right not to award a
prize if no submission is judged to be of sufficient merit. The Committee’s
decision will be announced in April 2015.

The Museum of Knots and Sailor’s Ropework
This a fascinating museum run by Des and Liz Pawson and well worth a
visit if you are in Ipswich. The following has been received from Des for
Topmasts and SNR members.
We believe that the world should recognize the art and the skill of knots
and ‘sailor’s rope-work’. Our logo shows a sailor serving rope, with a boy
helping. This represents the passing on of knowledge, which we hope we
help to do in some measure.
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Rope, together with the knots and tools associated with it, has been
behind the development of mankind from earliest times .The working
of rope is still an essential skill needed today in many walks of life and
industry, both on the water and on land, part practical craft, part folk art.
The knots themselves have a beauty and sculptural quality, whether used
decoratively or in a practical manner.
The fact that items made from cordage are often ephemeral – having
been used to do a job, when worn out they are thrown away – makes those
remaining examples all the more valuable.
We had found that on visiting many museums worldwide with ropework
items in their collection, the majority of them were hidden away in their
reserve collections.
For many years we had been collecting old and recent ropework and
ropeworking tools. A building society windfall in 1995 enabled us to create
a building to display our own collection and demonstrate our passion for
these items. The museum opened in August 1996 with an open weekend
that attracted visitors from as far afield as the Netherlands , Germany and
11
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New Zealand. Since then the Museum of Knots and Sailor’s Rope work
has been featured in The Daily Telegraph, Geo magazine, in Germany,
Russia and India and on Collectors Lot, Channel 4, together with good
mentions in Maritime Life and Traditions, Wooden Boat magazine (USA),
an Australian sailing magazine and other specialist journals. This coverage
has brought us visitors from all parts of the world.
We have worked with other museums and organizations in a number of
countries by lending items from our collections and have put on a number
of small exhibitions at special events, including being part of the launch
of Sea Britain at Trinity House, where the Duke of Edinburgh saw our
display of both old and new ropework. We created a major exhibition of
sailor-made rope mats for a museum in the Netherlands.
Our museum may be modest but we believe it to be the largest display
on this subject in the UK at the present time. Since it opened in 1996 it
has got bigger and better by the month. The museum is crammed full of
interesting items.
Currently we have on display, among other things: a good selection
of sailors’ sea-chest handles, blackjacks, knives with ropework handles,
walking sticks and a shaving brush, all from the nineteenth century; sennit
rope mats from 60 years or more ago; many and varied examples of rope
fenders; and modern examples of knotwork from a dozen or so countries.
There are tools for working with rope and canvas, which vary from a
whalebone fid to the most modern tools for splicing hi-tech yacht ropes.
The last couple of years have seen the museum expand into a second
building that is mainly filled with the rope making collection, including a
rope making machine from 1682, examples of the ropemaker’s art which
include a piece of cable from 1703 and a 28-inch-circumference piece of
cable from HMS Victory, cordage from paper, lime bast and horsehair, as
well as tapered skipping ropes and animal halters.
There is also a reserve collection for those who wish to study any aspect
to an even greater depth. It is also possible to access Des Pawson’s unique
library on all aspects of knots, rope work and rope making
The museum publishes a range of monographs on tools, ropemaking and
allied subjects that are not covered in depth by mainstream publications.
We hope to encourage a greater awareness by creating a setting to
properly display our collection and welcome the chance to work with
other museums in raising awareness, helping to identify or interpret any
items that they may have, or lend objects that may augment a museum’s
own collection and so make it worthwhile putting on a display.
This is a private museum celebrating knots and sailor’s rope work, open by
appointment to those interested in this area of overlooked craftsmanship.
Our museum is free, all we ask is that you sign our visitors’ book. The
address is:
Footrope Knots, Museum of Knots and Sailor’s Rope work,
501 Wherstead Road, Ipswich IP2 8LL
Tel. 01473 690090
Website at www.despawson.com
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The National Maritime Museum
SNR Members are certain to be interested in the major exhibition Ships,
Clocks and Stars: The Quest for Longitude at the NMM which is on until 4
January 2015. Members who have already visited this event have been most
enthusiastic and have recommended seeing it. It is a most comprehensive
study of the subject of longitude and well worth a visit. See the poster in
this issue. You can book your tickets at rmg.co.uk/tickets

National Maritime Museum
Curatorial and Research Department Seminars and Lectures
October 2014 to April 2015
The British Maritime History Seminar Series at the Institute of
Historical Research
Annual series of seminars, convened by the National Maritime Museum
and held at the Institute of Historical Research, aims to disseminate new
research in maritime history. Draft programme below:
Autumn 2014
18 November: Ruling the Waves: King Alfred as naval hero in England
and America, 1740–1800 Dr Oliver Cox, University of Oxford
2 December: International Maritime Employment and National Policies:
a view from the early modern Mediterranean Dr Maria Fusaro,
University of Exeter
16 December: Fiscal-naval or fiscal-military? British state formation,
1660–1832 Dr Aaron Graham, University of Oxford
Spring 2015
13 January: ‘I am the Captain now!’: reconstructing the lives of lascars
aboard British sailing vessels Dr Aaron Jaffer, University of
Warwick
27 January: Captain Cook, Pyrotechnist Dr Simon Werrett, University
College, London
10 February: Learning to Lead: the Admiralty and Pacific exploration
in the long eighteenth century Katherine Parker, University of
Pittsburgh
24 February: Innovative Bureaucracies: medicine in the French and
British Navies Dr Erica Charters, WUHMO, University of
Oxford
10 March: The provincial marine clears the decks: Britain’s forgotten
colonial navy preparing for war Ian Stafford
24 March: ‘Piratical States’: British Imperialism in the Indian Ocean
World Dr Simon Layton, University of Cambridge
7 April: War captivity in the eighteenth century: Britain and France
Dr Renaud Morieux, University of Cambridge
The seminars will start at 17.15 in the IHR Large Conference Room and
are free of charge.
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National Maritime Museum Coming Events
Thursdays, 20 November, 4 December 2014 and 29 January 2015
Travellers’ Tales Seminars: Exploration
Join an eclectic range of speakers including scholars, artists, scientists,
explorers and museum professionals to examine the changing nature,
impact and legacies of European exploration since the mid-eighteenth
century. Speakers include Lisa Pook, due to be the first woman to walk to
the Pole of Inaccessibility; botanical artist Lucy Smith; Dr Lowri Jones,
research fellow at the University of Nottingham and artist Emma Smith.
There are three more seminars in this series:
Finding voices and reshaping history
Thursday, 20 November
How might histories of exploration be told other than through a series of
heroes? What role do local peoples and intermediaries have in the making
of geographical and anthropological knowledge?
Exploration, collecting and the translocation of ‘natural’ histories
Dr Edwina Fitzpatrick
Empire and the Museum
Thursday, 4 December
Explore how empire is represented in museums and what is missing. How
can the process of exploration be documented and displayed to ensure
other voices are included?
The museum and the colonial ‘elsewhere’
Professor Elizabeth Edwards, De Montford University
Arts and science: an enlightened approach
Thursday, 29 January 2015
Investigate the role played by the arts in the interpretation of science and
exploration today. Why have the perception and practice of art and science
separated into two distinct disciplines and how is this being addressed
today.
These seminars are organized by the Learning and Interpretation
Department and will take place in the Queen’s House, from 18:00 to 21:00.
Tickets are £8.00. Concessions £6.00 (for Members, students and people
over 60).
Book at www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/events/travellers-tails-exploration or
call 020 8312 6608
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The Centenary of World War I History at Sea
naval-history.net
Naval-History.Net has prepared for the centenary for some years. Current
projects include:
•

Chronology providing the political and military background to the
war at sea.
• Naval Operations by Corbett and Newbolt – many of the excellent
plans are online including all the battle of Jutland – and the threevolume Merchant Navy histories by Hurd.
• Navy despatches and relevant army despatches from the London
Gazette. Also Royal Navy honours and gallantry awards by award
and by Gazette date. A name index is in preparation.
• Royal Navy and Royal Marine casualties (researched by Don Kindell
working with the Naval Historical Branch (MoD)), as well as those of
the Dominion Navies and US Navy and Marine Corps.
• Royal Navy warships and auxiliaries from the invaluable Ships of the
Royal Navy 1914–1919 by Dittmar and Colledge. Although still in
progress, all warships and many of the auxiliaries are listed by name
and by type/class.
• British warship logbooks of the First World War period totalling some
300,000 pages. The logs of over 300 ships have been transcribed, and
most are online. They include coverage of battle of the Falklands,
the Northern Patrol, the Dardanelles, East Africa, the transAtlantic
convoys, Indian Ocean and China Station, amounting to some 60 to 70
per cent of all major warship movements 1914–18, outside of British
home waters.
All these resources and more including battle summaries can be accessed
from the top right-hand column of www.naval-history.net
Gordon Smith mba ceng

ISHMap-List
A new listserv for all things about map history
The International Society for the History of the Map (ISHMap) has just
launched a new listserv to promote discussion about any topic in the field
of map history. As with the old maphist listerv, all postings are delivered
directly into your email inbox; you can choose whether to receive each
posting individually or to receive groups of postings in a single digest.
You do not need to be a member of ISHMap to subscribe and comment
to the new listserv. You may unsubscribe at any time.
To subscribe to ISHMap-List, simply point your web browser to http://
ishm.elte.hu/?q=node/21 and provide your email address and name.
Sarah Tyacke, ISHMap Secretary

16

Topmasts no. 12

SNR (South) Programme
The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.
For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new web
site www.snrsouth.org.uk. New material or queries should be addressed
to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld.com

Wellington Trust Diary Dates 2014–15
Heritage Evenings
Mondays at 6.00 for 6.30 p.m. (note earlier start time)
Monday 8 December: Antarctic Seafaring Captain Stuart Lawrence
Monday 12 January 2015: Dazzle Painting Mr Glyn Evans
Monday 9 February: The RN and T. E. Lawrence: Creating a Legend Mr
John Johnson-Allen
Monday 9 March: The U-Boat Threat in WW1: Its Rise, Fall and Eventual
Defeat Rear Admiral John Lang
If you wish to stay for the supper after the talk, it is £25 for Friends of the
Wellington, and £30 for all others. The lecture is free, but donations are
requested!
For further details and bookings please contact Alison Harris, Business
Manager, Honourable Company of Master Mariners & Wellington Trust
on business@hcmm.org.uk; 020 7836 8179 www.the wellingtontrust.com

Portsmouth’s First Royal Dockyard
In 2012 the 800th anniversary of the building of King John’s Dock, the
first royal dockyard in Portsmouth, went by unnoticed. This event was
brought to the attention of a Vice-President of the Society, John Bingeman,
who over the next two years undertook to rectify this omission.
He sought help from Rob Kennedy, a gifted artist, Dr Dominic Fontana
of Portsmouth University, who provided the earliest known plans of
Portsmouth Harbour, and SNR member Dr Philip MacDougall, author
of Royal Dockyards, to provide the historical background. Our intention
was to erect a display board at the Dock’s location now under reclaimed
land known as St George’s Square, Old Portsmouth.
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Portsmouth’s Lord Mayor Councillor Steven Wylie with John Bingeman, Rob Kennedy,
Dr Philip MacDougall, and Dr Dominic Fontana unveiling the Board on 26 September
2014, and below, the final design

King John’s Dock
In front of this board is the site of Portsmouth’s first royal dockyard built by
King Richard I (1189–99) and extended and improved by King John (1199–1216).

John, King of England
Born: 24 December 1166
Died: 19 October 1216
Reign: 6 April 1199 to 19 October 1216
Father: Henry II of England
Mother: Eleanor of Aquitaine

Early Naval events at Portsmouth
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Comparing past to present
The shoreline of 1212 (shown in red) overlaid on a modern
day street map and present day shoreline.
Illustration © Rob Kennedy
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Our design was presented to Portsmouth City Council’s Seafront and
Events Manager who agreed to forward the proposed artwork, subject to
a close scrutiny by Council officials, to Mark Maquire, Senior Graphics
Designer to produce the final design.
The cost of the board, £900, was met by generous contributions from
the Maritime Archaeology Trust and the Naval Dockyard Society and
Portsmouth who each contributed one-third.

Conserving HMS ‘Victory’ 2014
2014 has, thus far, proven to be a period of consolidation for the Victory
conservation project. The large-scale work to reduce water ingress, such
as caulking decks and a full repaint of the ship’s side, were completed last
year. This year we have taken the opportunity of the reasonable weather to
undertake maintenance of the decks and hull, together with smaller tasks
such as the relining of the upper gun deck gun ports. These ports were
identified as a source of much water that enters the ship, and a programme
of work, beginning in the Admiral’s bedplace and moving forward, has
replaced the port lining and made good. In the course of these works, the
very poor state of the hull planking has been re-emphasized – almost no
iroko remains in the ship’s hull planking at the upper levels, it is completely
decayed leaving a void between the ship’s frames and the outermost hull
laminate of teak.
On a more positive note, the work to evaluate the ship’s structural
stability has completed, as reported at the AGM and in The Mariner’s
Mirror. We have now begun a piece of work to identify the most
appropriate arrangement of a new support system for the ship, following
on from which detailed design is expected to complete next year. The
installation of a new support system has been identified as the number one
structural priority for the ship, and will be completed before other major
conservation work begins.
Alongside these tasks, much time and effort has been devoted to
protecting the ship by improving the fire detection systems on board. A
new detection and alarm system has been designed and installed this year,
offering a significant improvement in detection rates and speeds, whilst
detailed design of a fire suppression system is currently underway.
2014/15 will very much be a year of planning as, having stabilised the ship
and improved understanding, we undertake work designed to answer the
questions ‘what?’, ‘when?’, ‘how?’ and ‘how much?’ for the conservation
process. This is, needless to say, a complex process with a great number
of interdependent issues. We have been concentrating on selection of
appropriate timbers and planking systems in order to undertake the
necessary planning work. This initial phase is scheduled to complete in
March, following which detailed planning for phase 1 of the programme,
beyond installation of a new support system, will begin.
Aside from conservation issues, the board has this year endorsed an
interpretation strategy for HMS Victory. This strategy clarifies the
National Museum of the Royal Navy’s vision for Victory and is intended
to act as a touchstone as we plan to develop the ship’s display in the future.
We wish to build upon Victory’s strengths – that she is a real, unique and
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authentic artefact. Over the next year we will be building upon recent
research to develop and improve the ship’s presentation with the intention
of redisplaying key areas in 2015/16.
Although, as I have said before, on the surface Victory appears little
changed from 2012, a huge amount of work has and is being undertaken
in order to ensure that the next period of conservation stabilizes the ship
for this and future generations. It is a fantastically exciting and busy time
to be involved in the project.
Andrew Baines

Cutty Sark
You may have seen Cutty Sark in the news, as a small fire broke out on
one of the decks on Sunday 19 October. Thanks to the rapid response and
excellent work of the Fire Brigade the fire was put out quickly with very
little damage caused. The ship was open for business only half an hour
later than normal. Opening times and access to Cutty Sark have not been
affected and all planned activities and events are going ahead as advertised

Books by Members
Nick Verbrugge, Joan Kessels and Tim Royall Nautical Expressions for
Managers Seevanck Publishers, 2014, 144 pp, 15 illustrations and cartoons,
pbk, ISBN 9789081638128, £8.50
Expressions such as ‘to choose
between the Devil and the deep blue
sea’, ‘over a barrel’, ‘son of a gun’,
‘ride on the crest of a wave’, ‘a shot
across the bows’, etc., are all nautical
phrases that are still in use today.
This book contains more than 250
such phrases and sayings appropriate
for today’s managers. It covers such
topics as leadership, commerce,
strategy, management, personnel and
finance all with a nautical flavour.
After reading this, managers will
be able to clear the decks, set a new
course and make significant new
headway!
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Seevanck Publishers
Contact: Monique Wijffelaars
3571 WJ-23 - Utrecht - Netherlands
E-mail: monique@seevanck.com
Tel: +31-30-6777393
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MARITIME BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE AS E-BOOKS!
from Whittles Publishing, Dunbeath, Caithness, Scotland, UK. KW6 6EG
T: +44(0)1593-731 333; F: +44(0)1593-731 400; e: info@whittlespublishing.com www.whittlespublishing.com

ISBN 978-184995-143-2 £11.99

ISBN 978-184995-142-5 £11.99

TWO TUGBOAT TALES BRIMMING WITH ADVENTURE,
MISHAP AND INTRIGUE!
The Mariner’s Trilogy:

Mariner’s Launch, Mariner’s Voyage, Mariner’s Rest
by Ray Solly

ISBN 978-184995-154-8 £24.99

...Dr. Solly has very cleverly woven together a social history of seafaring in
the post-war years... … a wonderfully evocative read, and an important
contribution to the history of the period.
Extract from the Foreword by John F. Millican, Director, Warsash Maritime Academy, UK
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CHARTS AND SAILING DIRECTIONS OF THE
SOMERSET COAST, c.1350-1824
researched and edited by Adrian Webb
ISBN 978 0 901732 43 9 Price : £54

Containing 14 full size
facsimile charts, 54
illustrations, over 200
pages, this publication
brings a wealth of
information on Somerset
and the Bristol Channel
into print. Published by the
Somerset Record Society.

Special
introductory
Post free offer until

March 2015

£40

It covers a range of material from medieval
times to the dawn of steam power, from
collections across the world. Information on
sailing and dangers to navigation, as well as
copies of rare nautical charts of the Bristol
Channel are brought together in one publication.

Charts and Sailing Directions of the Somerset coast c. 1350 to 1824 edited
and researched by Society member Adrian Webb. To obtain a copy send
a cheque for £40 payable to The Somerset Record Society, Somerset
Heritage Centre, Brunel Way, Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton, TA2 6SF.
Rod Macdonald Dive Truk Lagoon: The Japanese WWII Pacific
shipwrecks Whittles Publishing, 2014, 288 pp, with black and white and
colour photographs, hbk, ISBN 9781849951319, £30
Truk is quite simply the greatest wreck diving site in the world. Scores
of virtually intact large Second World War wrecks filled with cargoes of
tanks, artillery, shells, aircraft and mines rest in the crystal-clear waters
of the lagoon. It had been the main base of the Japanese in the 30s and
during the Second World War but in February 1944, Operation Hailstone,
involving 500 US aircraft on nine carriers supported by battleships,
cruisers, destroyers and submarines, sank all the large ships in the lagoon.
It was still largely unknown until 1969 when Jacques Cousteau filmed
many of the wrecks. This book will be of enormous appeal to divers,
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anyone interested in maritime history as well
as those with an interest in shipwrecks. Rod
Macdonald is one of the world’s pre-eminent
shipwreck explorers and the author of many
books on the subject. He lives in Stonehaven,
north east Scotland where he is the Operations
Manager of the local RNLI station.
More details at www.whittlespublishing.
com

Ashgate Publishing
The Maritime and Naval history leaflet is available on line and can be
viewed at the website www.ashgate.com. There are over 50 titles available
with an excellent range of topics.
New for 2014: email subscribers can take advantage of exclusive
discounts, promotion and access to free content. Visit www.ashgate.com/
updates or email ashgateupdates@ashgatepublishing.com to sign up for
the monthly email update and let them know which subject areas interest
you. They are beautiful books, many of them produced for the Hakluyt
Society and the Navy Records Society.

Websites of interest
Is this the world’s oldest ship in Mediterranean waters?
Divers are excavating a sunken ship estimated to be 4,000 years old in the
Turkish port of Urla. Urla was once a coastal town but an earthquake in
the 8th Century left the city underwater. Professor Hayat Erkenal, director
of ANKUSAM, is leading a team of experts to determine the features and
correct age of this important find. See http://www.hurriyetdailynews.
com/millennia-old-sunken-ship-could-be-worlds-oldest-researcherssuggest.aspx?pageID=238&nID=71285&NewsCatID=375
2,700-year-old Phoenician shipwreck discovered
An international team of researchers has discovered the remains of a
Phoenician ship that sank off the Maltese coast around 700 bc. The vessel
is about 50 feet long and well preserved and was found 400 feet below sea
level on the sandy seabed near Gozo. Timmy Gambin, senior lecturer in
maritime archaeology at the University of Malta, describes the cargo as
in ‘a fantastic state of preservation’. http://news.discovery.com/history/
archaeology/2700-year-old-phoenician-shipwreck-discovered-140827.htm
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Archaeologists make a spectacular discovery off the coast of Denmark
This could be the oldest boat ever found in Denmark. It is 6 to 7 metres
long and estimated to be 6,000 years old. Close to the boat, the team found
an entire submerged Stone Age settlement.
http://cphpost.dk/news/archaeologists-make-spectacular-discovery-offdenmark-s-coast.10710.html
Old ship log reveals hints about climate
An army of volunteers in the US is examining the log book of the Jeanette,
a ship that became trapped in the ice on 5 September 1879, to see what
weather conditions were in force then can still tell us about today’s climate.
It is hoped that the computerization of the data will enable detailed
weather mapping of the past to be reproduced. The ship’s log and various
diaries of the sailors as well as the captains reports give a fascinating
glimpse of life on board and the difficulties faced. http://www.npr.
org/2014/09/03/341697516/old-ship-logs-reveal-adventure-tragedy-andhints-about-climate

University Courses
Cardiff University, School of Earth and Ocean Science
Dr Hance Smith and Dr David Jenkins are supervising a course for
students – The Regional Development of Maritime Heritage in the United
Kingdom. For further information contact Dr Hance Smith or visit the
Cardiff University website.

University of Exeter
The University of Exeter offers MA and PhD courses in maritime
historical studies modern module explores European maritime expansion
and the creation of commercial empires. See the website of the Centre for
Maritime Historical Studies.

Greenwich Maritime Institute, University of Greenwich
Located in the historic setting of the Old Royal Naval College, the
Greenwich Maritime Institute offers a unique environment for the study
of maritime history, including an MA in Maritime History . For details
email gmi@gre.ac.uk or visit the Greenwich Maritime Institute website.

University of Hull
The University of Hull offers a BA course and MA and PhD programmes
in maritime history. Contact Dr Richard Gorski or visit the website at the
Department of History, University of Hull.
There is also a Diploma in Maritime History provided on a part-time
basis over four years, with learning and teaching taking place entirely
online. For further information email Michaela Barnard.

Swansea University
Swansea University Arts and Humanities department is offers an MA
course in Maritime and Imperial History. For further details please visit
the Swansea University website or contact Dr Adam Mosley.
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New Members and Reported Deaths
1 April – 3o June 2014
New Members
Full
Mr Gary Sturgess, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Mr Harold Boyer, Folsom, California, USA
Mr Peter Solar, Brussels, Belgium
Dr. Barry Gough, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada
Professor Margaret Hunt, Uppsala, Sweden
Mr Mark Furber, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, USA
Mr Peter Wain, Felixstowe, Suffolk
Professor Carla Rahn Phillips, Wimberley, Texas, USA
Mr Andrew Polta, Portland, Oregon, USA
Mr Graham Dean, Liverpool
Mr Garth Hammonds, Singapore
Mr Christopher Wright, Cheshire
Mr Nigel Hall, Bristol
Students
Mr C. Williamson, Oakton, Virginia. USA
Mr Jason Daniel, Miami, Florida, USA
Reported Deaths
Lt Cdr R. J. Grindley, Midlothian. Scotland

Topmasts is published on the web in February, May, August and November.
The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first week of the
preceding month. Please send announcements as early as possible to ensure
that they are published. All copy should be sent to:
topmasts@snr.org.uk
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