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Chairman’s Column
As you are reading this edition of Topmasts, you will have seen that our 
new website is up and running. Produced by the Burlington Partnership, 
the website was designed by Sam Willis, and constructed by Matt Doyne-
Ditmas and his team. We have endeavoured to cover all aspects of the 
Society’s interests and I trust you find it an exciting place in which to delve 
into the doings of the SNR.

Perhaps the most exciting and significant feature in our new website 
is the access it provides to all previous editions of The Mariner’s Mirror. 
Taylor & Francis, who publish and distribute The Mariner’s Mirror, have 
digitized all back editions of the Mirror and these are now accessible and 
fully searchable via their website and Internet search engines. To facilitate 
ready access to particular articles of interest, our Honorary Secretary 
recruited an army of hundreds of volunteers to produce abstracts and key 
words for each and every article in the archive dating back to the first 
edition in 1911. Among the army of volunteers a few stand out for having 
contributed far more than the average one or two issues. Byrne McLeod 
would like special thanks to go to Grahame Aldous who completed 19 
issues, Giles de Bertodano 25, Nigel Blanchford 15, Graham Buckton 15, 
Laureano Carbonell-Relat 10, Michael Kelly 30, Paul Martinovich 9 and 
Alistair Walker 11. The high level of commitment and support shown by 
all the volunteers can be seen in the abstracts and articles, over 2,000, now 
available to members. The consistency and accuracy of the abstracts was 
achieved through the support of Graham Buckton who scrutinized every 
entry.

Hopefully you will find both the key words and abstracts helpful 
in enabling you to identify and locate specific articles relevant to your 
interest: they also result in a fascinating browsing facility. In due course 
we also hope that past Notes and other items of interest will be analysed 
in a similar fashion. Members are able to download and print copies of 
past articles, and non-members will be able to do so when they join the 
Society, which they can do directly from the website.

Sam Willis has also agreed to be our web editor to ensure that the site 
is kept up to date on a regular basis. The News section which will contain 
items of interest will be updated as new information comes to hand, and 
on a regular basis Sam will highlight a featured article, and pictures from 
the Macpherson collection at the National Maritime Museum which the 
Society has helped to fund through the Macpherson Fund. The new Forum 
is also up and running and being lightly monitored by Justin Reay. The 
objective of all these features is to make the new website both interesting 
and informative, and somewhere for you to browse regularly.

Council decided some while ago that because of rising printing and 
postage costs, Topmasts would only be available online. At last year’s 
AGM there was some discussion on whether, and if so how, a limited 
number of copies of Topmasts might be produced in hard copy for those 
members who do not have ready access to the Internet. The Publication 
Committee is considering the options and I hope that Council will be able 
to agree the way ahead before this year’s AGM.

The website is of course still new and some adjustments, particularly 
with wording, will continue to be made over the next few weeks. However, 
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I hope you will find the new site both interesting and enjoyable, whether 
you are a researcher or a general reader.

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s Notes

As this is the first edition of Topmasts that I have edited, I would like 
to take the opportunity to introduce myself and to share a few thoughts 
about the further development of Topmasts. 

My interest in nautical matters started early, as a child of a naval 
family constantly moving around the dockyards, followed by a career in 
engineering and youth work, and finally to work for the Heritage Lottery 
Fund where I supported many applicants undertaking maritime projects. 
Following retirement my dormant interest in maritime issues became 
active when I started to research my wife’s family of shipowners and 
masters in nineteenth-century Liverpool, who stayed in sail until their last 
ship was sunk by a U-boat in 1916. 

Topmasts has moved forward in leaps and bounds under the excellent 
guidance of Barry Coombs, moving from paper to electronic publication, 
becoming a well-read and well-liked newsletter. However, now that it is 
published on the new SNR website it will hopefully become more widely 
read by non-members, as it is on the publicly accessible area of the site. 
Topmasts will therefore be part of the all-important first impression of the 
Society for visitors to our website, and I believe it should reflect an active 
and vigorous membership. 

Currently the content of Topmasts includes news about the Society 
and its activities; events at museums, universities and colleges; news of 
projects, most recently the bicentenary of Matthew Flinders; and details 
of courses, fellowships and books by our members. The Society is rightly 
proud of its achievements in relation to HMS Victory, Mary Rose, the 
National Museum of the Royal Navy and many others, and these receive 
a prominent position on our new website. However, you, our members, 
have a very wide and eclectic range of interests in maritime subjects, and it 
would be wonderful to hear from you.

•	 Have you recently visited a gem of a museum such as Des and Liz 
Pawson’s Museum of Knots and Sailor’s Ropework in Ipswich 
highlighted in the last edition?

•	 Do you know of, or are you involved in an historic vessel 
restoration project?

•	 Are you aware of an interesting maritime project, perhaps engaging 
young people’s interest in maritime history, such as this project in 
Lowestoft, www.fishingheritage.co.uk? 

•	 Do you own or know of artefacts, letters, diaries or pictures that 
have historical interest and would be of interest to others or would 
promote discussion on the revitalized Forum?

So why not get out the keyboard and tell us about them? There is a long 
list in this edition of members who have made a huge contribution to 
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SNR. Now it’s your turn. We would like articles of between 400 and 800 
words (approximately one to two printed sheets of A4), with appropriate 
pictures if you have them. You are welcome to contact me on topmasts@
snr.org.uk either to discuss your idea, or to post an article. I look forward 
to hearing from you.

In this edition we are celebrating the very hard work of the many 
members, from 13 different countries, who have written the abstracts for 
every article ever published in The Mariner’s Mirror by publishing a letter 
of thanks from Byrne McLeod, and a note from one of the abstractors 
on the process. We have a contribution from a great organisation, Rescue 
Wooden Boats, who are committed to the restoration of historic wooden 
boats (www.rescuewoodenboats.com). When you visit the north Norfolk 
coast, do visit their base at Stiffkey to see their latest project. There is news 
of the effect of the proposed Thames Garden Bridge on HQS Wellington, 
and of the latest work of the Fenland Lighter project. However, I have not 
been notified of any new books published by SNR members – if you have 
recently published a book please let me know at the Topmasts address.

Nigel Blanchford 
topmasts@snr.org.uk 

The Mariner’s Mirror Searchable Archive
Letter to Volunteers from Byrne McLeod

I am grateful to Nigel for giving me this opportunity of thanking all the 
volunteers who responded so magnificently to my request for help with 
the archive analysis project. I really did not know in June when I began to 
send out the emails what the response would be, and was blown away by 
the great-hearted replies I received. I had set myself the private target of a 
majority of the 2,000 articles to be in the database by Christmas, but a first 
deadline was the date in September at which Sam Willis demonstrated the 
new website to the steering committee. He obviously had to have abstracts 
to demonstrate the search facility with – so I had to supply him with the 
raw material and you, my marvellous army of volunteers, showed what 
‘people power’ can do. 

I knew in September that it was likely that my target would be met, and 
as the abstracts poured in I found myself working 12-hour days week in, 
week out. Magnus, my beloved husband, has become more domesticated 
in the last six months than he has needed to be in 53 years of marriage! 

I could not have kept up the relentless pace if it had not been for a group 
of even more crazily workaholic individuals who worked incredible hours 
and whose rate of turn-around was quite frightening. Michael Kelly in 
Australia used to download the PDFs as I was going to bed, and have 
the abstracts waiting when I got up. Not fair! Grahame Aldous and Paul 
Bugden used their legal skills to do an abstract in a few minutes. 

I am afraid that there were errors in communication along the way, and 
problems emerged early on with duplications of abstracts. Whenever this 
happened I did my best to marry the two versions together so that neither 
author would be disappointed. The duplications have been logged for me 
by Graham Buckton who has been tireless in making sure that the abstracts 
are presented in a consistent style. He has checked and re-checked so that 
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each abstract has the most appropriate filters and I would like to take this 
opportunity of thanking Graham for everything that he has done to make 
sure that our joint archive analysis project is the wonderful creation it has 
become. 

There is still work to be done. Although the last article was allocated 
before Christmas, I have still not completed the audit to find out exactly 
where the gaps still are. At the time of writing I am still about 100 articles 
short, but I will hunt them down. 

I need your help for the next stage of the project, which is to identify 
the interesting Notes from the last hundred years of writing about nautical 
history. Some Notes have already been sent in by volunteers who could not 
resist them, and you may have spotted them already interspersed among 
the articles. Not all Notes are worth drawing attention to. As I know to 
my cost, a good Note takes as much primary research as an article and is as 
time-consuming to write. I have been in communication with the prolific 
and erudite John Harland, whose fascinating offerings to The Mariner’s 
Mirror over many decades were often published as Notes despite their 
intrinsic value. I have rescued them systematically from obscurity and 
they can now be enjoyed by browsers. Did you spot a Note in your issue 
which would sit comfortably alongside the articles already there? Is it up 
already? If not, please let me know, with an abstract of a sentence or two 
and the same requirements of keywords etc. Similarly, I have put up half a 
dozen of the many really valuable obituaries which appear regularly. Did 
you spot one of the founding fathers in your issue?

I hope that over the next months many of you will share your experiences 
of this project through Topmasts. More to the point, I hope as many of 
you as possible will join us for dinner on 13 June on HMS Victory. I have 
already had requests for places from Australia, America, France and Spain. 
We will have fun celebrating our joint achievement together! 

Please stay in touch!
Byrne McLeod

Honorary Secretary

Reflections of an Abstractor for 
The Mariner’s Mirror

Byrne McLeod has suggested I should write a brief note on my experience 
as a volunteer abstracting articles for The Mariner’s Mirror archive. I 
undertook to abstract from four issues, two published in 1912, one in 1924 
and another in 1960.

The one thing that especially struck me was how far today’s technology 
affords today’s researchers advantages which our predecessors could 
no way expect to enjoy. For example, in MM 2:5 L. G. Carr Laughton 
describes a rare book, The Naval Repository, published anonymously in 
1762. The editor added a note that there was no copy of this book in the 
libraries of the Admiralty, of the British Museum or of the Royal United 
Service Institution. Today’s researcher can consult WorldCat and discover 
that the only copy recorded by that online global catalogue of academic 
library collections is in the National Library of Australia. It is a rare book 
indeed.
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Again in MM 46:4 in response to a query D. E. Kennedy lists the names 
of 14 merchant ships recruited for service in the Royal Navy Winter Guard 
of 1643. This information is now available online at the Nafziger Orders 
of Battle Collection,1 along with details of the Winter Guards for 1642 and 
1644–8, as well as others of a total of 7,985 individual orders of battle from 
1600 to 1945. 

The advantages of technology are not simply those of the Internet.  
When R. L. Bowen Junior conducted experimental trials on the windward 
ability of third millennium BC Egyptian sails (MM, 45:4), with a replica 
sail on a nearly flat-bottomed hull, he used a compass to determine wind 
direction; when I conducted similar experiments in 2010 on a Sinhalese 
logboat I used a hand-held GPS and a hand-held anemometer, reading 
wind direction in relation to the heading from tell-tales in the rigging.  
Bowen’s method was to anchor the boat and allow it to drift downwind so 
as to read the wind direction from the compass before and after the trials 
each day. Thus on each trial run the direction of the wind in relation to the 
heading of the boat was estimated from the compass. This must have meant 
that Bowen can have made no allowance for the difference between true 
and apparent wind.  His results were challenged by W. A. King-Webster 
(MM, 46:2), but not on this ground.  Bowen had measured the leeway on 
each heading and reported that, with the wind from dead astern to 30° on 
the quarter, he had recorded no leeway at all, after which leeway became so 
significant as to mean that there was no improvement in the course made 
good to windward until the wind was brought to 50° on the quarter. King-
Webster found this so surprising as to lead him to suggest the possibility 
of an experimental error. In spite of Bowen’s robust defence of his results 
in MM 46:4, in theory and practice a hull not proceeding either directly 
upwind or downwind will always experience some degree of leeway and 
I have to say with King-Webster that the possibility of recording zero 
leeway with the wind at 30° on the quarter only for it to increase to 10±2° 
with the wind at 40° on the quarter is so unlikely as to be incredible. 

I was a delight to come across distinguished contributors from the past, 
such as Lionel Casson, R. C. Anderson and Michael Lewis, but I did 
wonder at the quality of at least one paper, which I found to be so chaotic, 
that I told Byrne that, had I been editor, I would have insisted that the 
author rewrite it.

Gerald Grainge

1 http://www.fireandfury.com/orbats/Nafziger_orders_of_battle_
collection__finding_aid.pdf; according to the website, the collection began 
with George Nafziger’s interest in Napoleonic Wars, and steadily grew to 
other areas because of the gaming public’s interest in these highly detailed 
historical orders of battle.
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Ainslie, Duncan, Perthshire
Aldous, Grahame, London
Amos, Andrew, Monmouthshire
Ansoff, Peter, Virginia, USA
Baacks, Larry, California
Balink-White, Linda, Florida
Balta, Gina, London
Barritt, Michael, Somerset
Barton, Mark, Hampshire
Batchvanon, Kroum, Texas
Beattie, Tim, Falmouth
Bennett, Roy, Derbyshire
Bertelsen, Lance, Texas
de Bertodano, Giles, Suffolk
Bingham, John, Hampshire
Blake, Nicholas, Kent
Blanchford, Nigel, Peterborough
Bloesch, Paul, Basle
Bolton, David, Norwich
Bond, Alaric, East Sussex
Buckton, Graham, East Yorkshire
Bugden, Paul, Middlesex
Buntin, Jamie, Kent
Caie, Andrew, Kent
Campbell, Lorna, Glasgow
Cann, Bob, Nottingham
Cannon, David, London
Carbonell-Relat, Laureano, Barcelona
Carney, Peter, East Sussex
Carruthers, Bruce, Virginia, US
Cartellone, Chris, Texas
Challacomb, Jonathan, Plymouth
Chapman, Mike, Singapore
Coad, Jonathan, Sussex
Coggeshall, James, Texas
Coombs, Barry, Gloucestershire
Consolvo, Charles, US Virgin Islands
Cruikshank, Ian, Victoria, Austalia
Dado, Gabriele, Italy
Dawson, Bruce, Lancashire
Derrick, Roger, France
Docherty, David, Cambridgeshire
Doughty, Roy, Hampshire
Drent, Jan, British Columbia
Dressel, Don, California
Duffy, Mike, Devon
Durbin, Chris, Hampshire
Dureau,  Sian, Switzerland

Eaton, Ken, Hampshire
Eddleston, Robert, Clitheroe
Ewin, Toby, Surrey
Forgan, Sophie, North Yorkshire
Freeman, Peter, Bath
Friel, Ian, West Sussex
Fuller, Howard, Wolverhampton
Furr, Rod, Morayshire
Godwin, Edward, California
Gooch, Janice, Oxfordshire
Grainge, Gerald, Kent
Grenfell, Olaf, Canada
Haddox, Allen, Virginia, USA
Harding, Richard, Buckinghamshire
Harris, Tim, Devon
Hessey, Mike, East Yorkshire
Hill, Brian, Hertfordshire
Hodgkin, Louis, Bath
Holt, Christopher, Northampton
Janes, Derek, Berwickshire
Johnson-Allen, John, Norfolk
Jones, Andy, Exeter
Jones, Sue, London
Kelly, Michael, New South Wales
Kennerley, Alston, Devon
King, Peter, Suffolk
Kneebone, Simon, South Australia
Koberer, Wolfgang, Frankfurt am Maine
Kovacs, Charles, Budapest
Law, Derek, West Lothian
Lawton, David, Essex
Leek, Michael, Banffshire
Lewis, Peter, Fife
Low, Patrick, New South Wales
MacAuley, John, Outer Hebrides
Macdougall, Philip, West Sussex
Malegon-Fajan, Mani, Texas
Manning, James, Tennessee
Marsh, Richard, Northampton
Martin, Jim, Fife
Martinovitch, Paul, Ontario
Mather, Chris, Surrey
McDonnell, Anita, Cambridgeshire
McLeod, Magnus and Byrne, Kent
McNish, Robin, West Sussex
Milham, David, Norfolk
Miller, Charles, London
Mowat, Bob, Dunfermline

Contributors of Abstracts
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Murray, Neil, West Lothian
Newbery,Maria, Hampshire
Noel-Smith, Heather, Berkshire
Orrite Pinedo, Ramon, Vizcaya, Spain
Osler, Adrian, Nothumberland
Parker, Katherine, London
Parkinson, Jonathan, Berkshire
Partington, Tony, Ontario
Perkins, David, Margate
Phillips, Lawrie, Middlesex
Power, Kelsey, London
Pulvertaft, David, Devon
Rahn Phillips, Carla, Texas
Redding, Benjamin, Northampton
Reid, Colin, Suffolk
Rickard, Sean, Limerick
Rice, Tony, Hampshire
Ridgway, Paul, Lincolnshire
Roach, Alistair, Somerset
Robson, Martin, Devon
Robson, Mike, East Yorkshire
Rodger, Iain, Durham
Rose, Susan, London
Rummelhof, Christian, Minneapolis
Saville, Martin, Co. Durham
Scaplehorn, Ted, Cheshire
Scott, Frank, West Sussex
Seymour, John, Canberra
Shepherd, Rob, Twickenham
Sims, Peter, Plymouth
Slope, Nick, High Wycombe
Smith, Bob, Cambridgeshire
Smith, Maurice, Canada

Smith. Charlie, Shetlands
South, Geoff, Lancashire
Sprague, Douglas, California
Stacy-Lenz, John, Germany
Strong, Nick, Newcastle upon Tyne
Sumnall, Adam, Devon
Synge,Ian, Kent
Taylor, James, Surrey
Taylor, Stephen, Berkshire
Thompson, Dan, Herefordshire
Tiboni, Francesco, Genoa
Tolbert, Doug, California
Tripp, Wayne, Maine
Turner, Peter, Suffolk
Tyacke, Sarah, London
Vale, Brian, Greenwich
van de Merwe, Pieter, London
Varley, Joe, Dublin
Vendillo, Veronica W., Spain
Verity, Liza, Greenwich
Walker, Alistair, Bangor
Walker, David, West Midlands
Westphal, Raymond, Norway
Williams, Selwyn, Dorset
Williams, Simon, Hampshire
Wilson, Evan, Oxford
Wilson, Richard, New South Wales
Wilson. Ross, Ontario
Wise, Jonathan, Herefordshire
Woolley, Peter, Hampshire
Yotter, Dave, California
Zhang, Pengfei, China
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Lifeboat ‘Lucy Lavers’ Returns to Dunkirk 
75 Years On

Something special is happening next summer – former lifeboat Lucy 
Lavers is returning to Dunkirk.  

Originally commissioned for Aldeburgh Lifeboat Station in Suffolk, 
the very first trip of Lucy Lavers as a newly built lifeboat in May 1940 was 
helping rescue British and Allied troops stranded in Dunkirk, France.  
Under fierce bombardment from the German army, Lucy Lavers and 
other ‘Dunkirk Little Ships’ helped British and Allied naval vessels 
evacuate 338,226 soldiers from Dunkirk’s beach and breakwaters.   

After Dunkirk, Lucy Lavers returned to Suffolk and was the 
Aldeburgh lifeboat for 19 years. Then she served in the relief lifeboat 
fleet covering Wells-next-the-Sea, Sheringham, and elsewhere along the 
east coast. During her time as a lifeboat, Lucy Lavers was called out 30 
times at Aldeburgh and 52 times as a relief vessel. In 1997 she was retired 
from active service and parts of her were stripped for the restoration of 
another lifeboat – but her hull, which remained in good condition, was 
kept. After years of neglect, now she’s being readied for action afloat by 
the maritime heritage charity Rescue Wooden Boats.  

Lucy Lavers is a magnificent boat, complete with sails, an engine, 
and a beautiful mahogany canopy.  Technically speaking, she is a single-
screw Liverpool-type lifeboat, built by Groves and Gutteridge on the 
Isle of Wight. She is 35 feet 6inches long, with a beam of 10 feet 3inches; 
her displacement is 6 tons, and her original engine was a 35 hp Weyburn 
petrol engine.  Her very shallow draft – 2 feet 3.5 inches – made her 
particularly suitable for the Dunkirk landing. 

Rescue Wooden Boats is using a Heritage Lottery Grant to restore 
Lucy Lavers to her former glory in order to make this commemorative 
trip to Dunkirk. Spring 2015 will be the first time she has been back 
there since Operation Dynamo, and by then she will look her gleaming 
best again.  

Getting Lucy Lavers back to Dunkirk will be an emotional, historic 
journey for everyone involved.  In early May 2015 she will leave Wells-
next-the-Sea, Norfolk, calling at Lowestoft, Southwold, Aldeburgh, 
Harwich, Ramsgate, and finally crossing the Channel to Dunkirk 
alongside other ‘Dunkirk Little Ships’.  

Rescue Wooden Boats is really keen to engage with young people 
and the local communities along her route back to France, and has 
devised a simple programme of interactive activities, which will run 
while Lucy Lavers is docked in each port.  At each port of call, visitors 
can board Lucy Lavers, experience being on this 1940 lifeboat, and feel 
the enormity of the events she participated in. 

Lucy Lavers’s journey will involve a team of volunteer sailing crews, 
onshore coordinators, and a film crew, working together along her route 
to France and back.  The sailing crew includes local RNLI Coxswains 
and some crew, who have volunteered to take Lucy Lavers from port 
to port.  There are also a few places on board, available to the highest 
bidders wishing to participate in this significant event.  
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Top, ‘Lucy Lavers’ © The Little Ships of Dunkirk by Christian Brann; centre, ‘Lucy Lavers’ 29 October 2014; below, 
‘Lucy Lavers’, October tabernacle and centre plate in place.
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Rescue Wooden Boats is encouraging community participation – 
volunteers, fundraisers, educational organizations and local interest 
groups will be welcomed at each port. To make this incredible journey, 
Rescue Wooden Boats is also seeking support: the voyage from Wells-
next-the-Sea is 385 nautical miles and will cost £90 per nautical mile. We 
are asking people to give something towards each mile, and there is a kit 
list for the journey, from lifejackets and fuel, to foghorn and seasick pills, 
so that people can see exactly what their money will buy.  

After her return from Dunkirk, Lucy Lavers will be berthed in Wells-
next-the-Sea, giving educational trips in the harbour, and acting as a 
floating ambassador to help people understand and experience British 
maritime history.  Her story will continue to be told at the Rescue Wooden 
Boats Visitor Centre in Stiffkey, Norfolk, through films, photographs and 
displays.

Established in 2011, Rescue Wooden Boats is a maritime heritage charity 
based on the North Norfolk coast.  As well as restoring Lucy Lavers and 
sending her back to Dunkirk, Rescue Wooden Boats is rebuilding other 
wooden boats to working order for use afloat. A footage and photographic 
archive of maritime workers’ testimonies is being created for use as an 
education resource – already over 100 films are on our website. At the 
centre in Stiffkey you can see maritime displays, films and artefacts, as 
well as visit the adjacent working boat yard to watch work in progress.  

If you would like to be involved in Rescue Wooden Boats, become 
part of the Lucy Lavers story, or find out more about what we do, please 
contact Kate Faire, info@rescuewoodenboats.com

Visit  Rescue Wooden Boats Visitor and Education Centre, Greenway, 
Stiffkey, Norfolk, nr23 1qf, www.rescuewoodenboats.com

Rescue Wooden Boats HQ, 14 Norton Street, Burnham Norton, Kings 
Lynn, Norfolk, pe31 8jb, tel. 07920 760 238

Lucy Geering

HQS ‘Wellington’ on the Move

The Garden Bridge Trust has received overall planning approval for the 
latest bridge over the Thames. It will be a public garden and pedestrian 
crossing, linking the South Bank to Temple station and beyond. This means 
that HQS Wellington, the Headquarters of the Honourable Company of 
Master Mariners, is preparing to move. In her current position she will be 
in the way of the northern pier of the bridge, and when the conditions of 
the planning approval have been met, she will be moved to a new set of 
dolphins about 40 metres downstream of her current position. This could 
help to ensure that Wellington stays at Temple Stairs for many years to 
come, where she will not only be a valuable part of our maritime heritage 
hosting a museum (with hospitality potential), but also continue to be the 
home of the Master Mariners. The Wellington Trust is hoping that the new 
berth will allow improved disabled access, and will be seeking a Heritage 
Lottery Fund grant both the preserve the ship and develop their prime 
educational purpose. If all goes to plan HQS Wellington should be moved 
very early in 2016. See www.gardenbridgetrust.org/index.html and www.
thewellingtontrust.com for more details.
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Lighters, Links . . . and Privateers
Something ‘a bit different’ this time . . . and good reason for it!
Formed in 1986, at a regional meeting convened by Peterborough City 
Museum, the FLP has always sought to emphasize the many-faceted role 
of the SNR. Thus, a constant theme has been the complex question of 
commercial and cultural links between sea and river traffic in the days of 
sail, especially as they affected the Ouse–Nene complex and its seaports of 
King’s Lynn and Wisbech.

An important network of trade existed, with fresh and saltwater 
elements mutually supportive. At times, however, the sea component 
could be sharply troubled by privateering, that noteworthy and sometimes 
misunderstood aspect of maritime history. For reasons of context, the 
FLP’s work has given attention to guerre de course in its various forms 
and locations.

That last point will explain 
the decidedly tentative 
illustration that accompanies 
this number’s column. It is 
just a ‘sketchy impression’ 
of the three-masted French 
privateer schooner Mouche 
of 1808, as discussed in 
correspondence from the 
present writer (Mariner’s 
Mirror, 98:3 (2012),  353). 
Lean build, numerous 
sweeps, and a ‘revolving 
carriage’ for the single gun 
are indicated. Although 
seemingly quite rare and 
rather sparsely documented, 
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Caribbean raiders of this particular rig and hull-design could well have 
had advantages when operating among shoals and reefs so as to evade 
naval pursuit.

Between 1797 and 1814 a number of captured privateersmen from such 
distant waters made their way into captivity at Norman Cross, the big 
prison camp near Peterborough. A somewhat prejudiced attitude towards 
privateering personnel in general seems to have influenced some Fenland 
folklore from the period. For discussion of the international background 
to such matters, see H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘Images in Peace and War: British 
sea-going trade and French commerce raiding, circa 1790–1801’, in P.-G. 
Boucé (ed.), Guerres et paix . . . au XVIIIe siècle, (Paris, Presses de la 
Sorbonne Nouvelle, 1998), I, 83–95.

Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.
html for more details.

H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

Fenland Study Days

St Ives (Cambs) continues its energetic promotion of water transport 
history involving trade on the Ouse–Nene complex and linked seagoing 
traffic in the days of sail (see Topmasts 10, 3–4). The town council currently 
has in hand various approaches, notably an ‘Old Riverport Discovery 
Day’, scheduled for Saturday, 25 July 2015. This will be linked with the 
work of the Ouse Washes Landscape Partnership. Various contributors 
will include the Fenland Lighter Project.

Further information from Ian Jackson, St Ives Deputy Mayor, email   
ianjackson@ntlworld.com

Two Awards for Services to Maritime History
Maritime Historian Honoured for his work in Canada

Professor Barry Gough of Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Ontario 
and long time member of SNR has been awarded the Maritime Museum 
of British Columbia SS Beaver Medal for Maritime Excellence. Barry, an 
active member of SNR and contributor to MM, has written 20 books and 
80 academic articles on maritime and British Imperial history. His first 
book, The Royal Navy and the Northeast Coast covered the history of 
Esquimault, placing it in the broader picture of British naval history as a 
key base in the North Pacific, watching the activities of the Russians, the 
Japanese and the Americans. 

For more information visit the SNR website at http://snr.org.uk/news/
barry-gough-awarded-ss-beaver-medal/

Yale Professor Awarded Hattendorf Prize

Paul M. Kennedy, the J. Richardson Dilworth professor of history at 
Yale University, was presented the Hattendorf Prize for Distinguished 
Original Research in Maritime History by Rear-Adm. P. Gardner Howe 
III, president of the US Naval War College (NWC) on 20 November 2014.  
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The ceremony, attended by Professor John B. Hattendorf, for whom 
the prize is named, took place during Kennedy’s military history class in 
Luce Hall Auditorium at Yale, where Hattendorf provided a guest lecture 
on sea power since 1945. In presenting the award, Howe recognized 
Kennedy for his innovative and wide-ranging approach to the writing of 
naval history, inspiring scholars to examine the importance of sea power 
and shaping the course of international history. ‘This impressive body of 
historical scholarship has influenced the work not only of other historians, 
but a much wider audience,’ said Howe. 

Kennedy has written compelling narratives that show the inter-
relationship of sea power and land power, technological innovation and 
naval warfare, economic wherewithal and naval strength, and grand 
strategy and high politics. Howe emphasized that the award honours both 
Kennedy and his work, expressing appreciation for distinguished academic 
research, insight and writing that contributes to a deeper understanding of 
the influence of sea power and the rise and fall of great powers. Among the 
many achievements of Kennedy are his studies on the British Royal Navy 
and the role of navies in the rise and fall of great powers, earning him an 
international reputation and following.

Information from the US NWC website

HMS M33 at the NMRN, Portsmouth
Volunteering opportunities

For the first time, opportunities are available for volunteers to work 
on board the only Gallipoli campaign survivor, HMS M33 situated at 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard.

Opening in August 2015, she is the only First World War ship to be 
open to the public in time for her centenary. As the curatorial team at 
the National Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN) prepare the ship to 
welcome visitors, they require an army of volunteers to get involved 
with every aspect of her launch, from conservation and education to 
interpretation and even tour guides.

Volunteers do not need a background in history or any specialist 
knowledge of ships, but an interest in the historic dockyard will really 
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help. The museum is looking for people over 18 years of age with a whole 
variety of skills, experience and knowledge to join from January 2015 and 
will offer training workshops and a flexible range of shifts. 

Alice Roberts, volunteer co-ordinator at the NMRN says: ‘Volunteering 
with the M33 project allows you to get hands on and be a part of history. 
She’s a rare and special ship and a reminder of the unheard stories of World 
War I. As well as learning new skills and meeting new people, the work is 
very rewarding. I began my career as a volunteer and believe it’s an essential 
way of protecting our valuable heritage as well as being interesting and 
enjoyable.’

Positioned alongside HMS Victory in Portsmouth’s historic dockyard, 
HMS M33 is a coastal bombardment Monitor of 568 tons. With her 
shallow draft she was able to get close into shore and fire at targets on land 
essential during the Gallipoli Campaign which was fought between April 
1915 and January 2016 in what is now modern-day Turkey. 

She carried two powerful and oversize 6-inch guns but was a basic 
metal box lacking in comforts. The 72 officers and men who sailed for 
the Gallipoli campaign were crammed inside and away from home for 
over three years. She will be the backdrop to one of three events being 
commemorated nationally to mark the centenary of the fierce campaign.

The HMS M33 project is part of the NMRN’s wider Great War at Sea 
1914–1918 programme to mark the Royal Navy’s First World War. It 
will be also accompanied by the special exhibition, Gallipoli: Myth and 
Memory opening in March 2015.

The NMRN expect volunteers to be involved across the whole HMS 
M33 project, and welcome questions and expressions of interest.

Area currently being recruited include:
Conservation
Exhibition and interpretation research
Learning and 0utreach
Front of house including visitor hosts (from summer 2015)

If you would like to get involved or find out more about the opportunities 
available contact Alice Roberts at alice.roberts@nmrn.org.uk or call 02392 
727591. For further information see www.nmrn.org.uk/m33

Volunteers from Explosion! work on the aft 6-inch gun on board ‘M33’.  
From right to left: Wilf Pickles, Graham Vincent and Glynn Rees
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Conferences and events

The 1805 Club

In May 1940 a small group of refugees, some Dutch, some German Jewish 
who had previously fled to Holland, embarked at Scheveningen in the 
lifeboat Zeemanshoop for a night voyage to England, fleeing the German 
invasion. They were subsequently found by HMS Venomous near the 
Goodwins, flying distress signals. The refugees were landed at Dover 
and the Zeemanshoop was taken to Ramsgate by members of the crew of 
Venomous.

The 1805 Club is planning a commemoration in Scheveningen on 14 
May 2015 on the 75th anniversary of the voyage. This will be a unique 
opportunity to meet and exchange stories with the families of other 
passengers and to meet the two who are alive today, as well as seeing the 
original lifeboat, now 90 years old. The Royal Navy will be represented 
by HMS Trumpeter, the training vessel of Cambridge University’s Royal 
Navy Unit, manned by students. Families of those serving in HMS 
Venomous have also been invited.

For more details and to book a place at the commemoration event, 
contact Barry Scrutton at barry@scruttonestates.co.uk.

For an account of the voyage and the people involved please see http://
www.holywellhousepublishing.co.uk/Zeemanshoop.html

HMS ‘Victory’: 
The Old Wooden Walls of England 

Building the Sailing Navy

This conference will be held at the National Museum of the Royal Navy 
on 9 and 10 May 2015 to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the launch of 
HMS Victory in 1765 and examine the national effort needed to produce 
the British sailing Royal Navy, including the impact it had on finance, 
industrialization, technology, the environment, politics, strategy, defence 
and the wider British and Imperial society, as well as relations with other 
states. 



Topmasts no. 13

17

New Researchers in Maritime History Conference 
10-11th April 2015 

 

hosted by 
University of Greenwich 

The twenty-second New Researchers in Maritime History Conference will be hosted by the University 
of Greenwich in the historic Old Royal Naval College. The conference provides a unique opportunity 
for emerging scholars to present their work to a supportive audience in one of the world’s most 
iconic maritime settings.  
 
Applications to present will be accepted from both research degree students and by independent 
scholars. The organisers welcome contributions that address all aspects of maritime history. 
 
Paper Proposals 
Those wishing to offer a paper should please complete the from by following this link 
http://tinyurl.com/qglnfg5 .  The deadline is 12th January 2015. 
 
Delegate Registration 
Anyone interested in attending the conference without presenting a paper is warmly invited to 
register via our booking site which will be open shortly. 
 
Registration Information 
The registration fee includes a welcome reception including keynote address on the Friday evening; 
lunch and refreshments throughout the day on the Saturday plus conference materials. 
£35 standard fee; £30 student fee; presenters attend for free. 
 
Contact the conference secretariat at: +44 (0)20 8331 7612 or maritimehistory@gre.ac.uk 
 

British Commission for Maritime History 
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Exhibitions

The National Memorial Arboretum
The Royal National Lifeboat Institute: 

Hope in the Great War Exhibition 

This exhibition is an overview of the role of the RNLI during WWI, 
examining how lifeboats were a fundamental element in helping support 
Britain’s war efforts.

The exhibition is part of a national touring exhibition from the RNLI 
Museum in Norfolk. This family-friendly exhibition focuses on heroic 
rescue stories from around our coasts during the war. The stories are told 
in an atmospheric multimedia display, and brought to life by community 
art projects funded by Arts Council England.

Until Sunday 15 March 2015, daily 9 a.m.–5 p.m. in the Long Gallery at 
the National Memorial Arboretum, Croxall Road, Alrewas, Staffordshire, 
de13 7ar, tel. 01283 245 100 and email info@thenma.org.uk

The British Library
Lines in the Ice: seeking the Northwest Passage

See why Europeans are drawn to explore the Arctic and, in particular, the 
Northwest Passage. Lines in the Ice examines why Europeans are drawn to 
explore the Arctic and, in particular, the fabled Northwest Passage. Arctic 
exploration has influenced our culture, changed the societies of indigenous 
peoples, and had a powerful effect on the making of the modern world.

Until 29 March 2015, free. Visit www.bl.uk/events/lines-in-the-ice-
seeking-the-northwest-passage

National Maritime Museum
First World War lives

Using items from the Caird Library and work created by the students 
of the Royal Hospital School, Holbrook, in collaboration with artist 
Rozanne Hawkesley, this display explores the lives of First World War 
seafarers and how they are remembered today. Compass Lounge display 
until 16 March, free.

Against Captain’s Orders: a journey into the uncharted
Royal Museums Greenwich and Punchdrunk Enrichment present an 
exciting new family exhibition for 6- to 12-year-olds to take you on 
the adventure of a lifetime through the National Maritime Museum’s 
extraordinary collection of maritime artefacts. This unique theatrical 
journey through the museum includes performance and storytelling. 

National Maritime Museum Special Exhibitions Gallery, 28 March–
August 2015, from 10.00 a.m. daily, £19.75



Topmasts no. 13

19



Topmasts no. 13

20

Lectures

SNR (South) Programme

The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote 
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with 
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the 
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert 
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and 
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the 
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at 
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David 
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.

For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new 
web site www.nauticalresearch.co.uk. New material or queries should be 
addressed to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld.
com 

King’s Seminar Series

The King’s Seminars are an annual set of lectures organised by the British 
Commission of Maritime History which run from October to May. They 
are open to the public and are held at King’s College London. Meetings 
take place on Thursdays at 17:15 in room K6.07, Department of War 
Studies, KCL, Strand, wc2r 2ls (6th Floor, King’s Building). 

For further information, contact Alan James, War Studies, KCL, wc2r 
2ls (alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk) or Richard Gorski, History, University 
of Hull, hu6 7rx (r.c.gorski@hull.ac.uk) They are supported by the 
Department of War Studies, King’s College London, the Society for 
Nautical Research and the Maritime Information Association.

19 February 2015 A Catastrophic Blunder: the Japanese failure to adopt 
convoy in its own waters in WWII Malcom Murfett, National University 
of Singapore

5 March 2015 The British Shipbuilding Industry, Warship Exports and 
the Ministry of Defence in the 1970s: a case study of the Type 24 frigate 
Ed Hampshire, Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst

30 April 2015 La Decima (XMAS): the Italian Commando Frogman 
Unit in the Adriatic and their dispersion after WWII Manuel Moreno 
Minuto, Italian Navy

14 May 2015 1863/1864: Some British and Allied Naval Operations in 
Japanese Waters Jonathan Parkinson, independent researcher

28 May 2015 ‘Goods to Newcastle’: An Unexplored Coastal Shipping 
Network, 1800–1840 Adrian Osler, independent maritime historian
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National Maritime Museum
Women’s History Month 

The Women’s Royal Naval Service 1917–19 
To mark Women’s History Month drop by the Compass Lounge to view 
the Caird Library and Archive’s collection of manuscripts and photographs 
detailing the birth and short life of the First World War Wrens. 
Monday 2 and 9 March 14.00–15.30, Compass Lounge, free 

At Sea: a Portrait of a Scottish Fishing Community 
Join this talk to find out more about British fishing communities and the 
role that women played in sustaining them. The session will start at the 
oil panels Working Boats from around the British Coast by Alan Sorrell 
before moving on to the Caird Library and Archive to look of at Paul 
Duke’s series of photographs of a fishing community.
Saturday 14 and Wednesday 25 March, 14.00–15.00, meet in the National 
Maritime Museum shop, free 

Maritime Lecture Series 
The Environment Now 

Join us for an exploration of contemporary issues around the environment. 
Themes include whaling, current research on the Thames, disasters making 
the world more dangerous, and wildlife. Speakers include filmmaker 
Jessica Rinland and novelist Philip Hoare. 
Thursdays 5, 12, 19 and 26 March 11.00–13.00, NMM Lecture Theatre,
£8 per lecture or £32 for the series, £6 or £24 members and concessions 

Curatorial and Research Department Seminars and Lectures 
October 2014 to April 2015

The British Maritime History Seminar Series 
at the Institute of Historical Research

Annual series of seminars, convened by the National Maritime Museum 
and held at the Institute of Historical Research, aims to disseminate new 
research in maritime history. Draft programme below:
10 February Learning to Lead: the Admiralty and Pacific exploration in 
the long eighteenth century Katherine Parker, University of Pittsburgh

24 February Innovative Bureaucracies: medicine in the French and 
British Navies Dr Erica Charters, WUHMO, University of Oxford

10 March The provincial marine clears the decks: Britain’s forgotten 
colonial navy preparing for war Ian Stafford

24 March ‘Piratical States’: British Imperialism in the Indian Ocean 
World Dr Simon Layton, University of Cambridge

7 April War captivity in the eighteenth century: Britain and France  
Dr Renaud Morieux, University of Cambridge

The seminars will start at 17.15 in the IHR Large Conference Room and 
are free of charge.
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Wellington Trust Diary Dates 2014–15
Heritage Evenings 

Monday 9 February The Disaster of Gallipoli Dr Vanessa Jenkins

Monday 9 March The U-Boat Threat in WW1: Its Rise, Fall and 
Eventual Defeat Rear Admiral John Lang

Mondays at 6.00 for 6.30 p.m. (note earlier start time)
If you wish to stay for the supper after the talk, it is £25 for Friends of 

the Wellington, and £30 for all others. The lecture is free, but donations 
are requested!

For further details and bookings please contact Alison Harris, Business 
Manager, Honourable Company of Master Mariners & Wellington Trust 
on business@hcmm.org.uk; 020 7836 8179 www.thewellingtontrust.com

The British Library
The Future of the Arctic

The panel explores the challenges and opportunities arising from increases 
in Arctic activity as a new environment emerges. Marking the United 
States’ 2015 role as Chair of the Arctic Council, this panel discussion 
will consider the future of one of the planet’s last great frontiers. The 
panellists explore the political and environmental challenges and emerging 
opportunities arising from significant increases in Arctic activity as sea ice 
diminishes and a new Arctic environment emerges. 
Monday 15 March 2015, 6.00 p.m.–8.00 p.m., £10.00, concessions available
www.bl.uk/events/the-future-of-the-arctic 

Royal Institution of Naval Architects

RINA has a very extensive branch structure, and each branch has a varied 
programme of lectures and events. Most, as you would expect, relate to 
current developments in naval architecture, but keep an eye on their branch 
programmes for the maritime history gem! Recent lectures include:  The 
Ingenuity of the Seagoing Engineer in the Late 19th Century (North East 
Coast Branch), and From the Comet to the Hallaig; 200 years of innovative 
Clyde steamers. (Scottish Branch) Open to all; details at www.rina.org.uk/
europe.html 

Gresham College

Gresham College has a very extensive and eclectic programme of free public 
lectures, and in this programme you will find some of maritime interest. 
Recent lecture topics have included Matthew Flinders, The Gresham Ship 
and Slavery, Ships and Sickness. Lectures take place in London, but there 
is a very extensive online archive, so you can sit in the comfort of your 
own home, with a glass of wine and watch them on your PC or tablet, for 
which there is a convenient app. Details at www.gresham.ac.uk 
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The Historical Association
Nelson: England’s Greatest Hero

Lecture by Paul Ganjou, Chairman of the Nelson Society, for the Historical 
Association, Central London Branch.
11 April 2015, 2.00 p.m. at the Institute of Historical Research, Senate 
House University of London

Lectures are free to Historical Association members, £3 non-members.

Fleet Air Arm Monthly Talks

Talks are held in the FAAM auditorium on the last Thursday of each 
month at 19.30. The entry price is £5.00. Non-members are welcome. The 
price includes light refreshments, including a glass of wine. These are very 
popular events and numbers are limited. To be sure of a ticket, book online 
at www.fleetairarm.com
 
26 February Film Night, presented by Barbara Gilbert: more 
fascinating films from the Fleet Air Arm Museum Archives.

26 March Flying Helicopters from Small Ships  Anthony Holt

The Blaydes House Maritime History Seminars
Sponsored by the Maritime History Trust

Tuesday 3 February 2015 Virtue at Sea, Vice Ashore: Sailor’s Homes 
and the Moral Management of a Mobile Population in the Nineteenth 
Century Will Hasty, University of Edinburgh

Tuesday 3 March 2015 The Evolution of the Global Coal Trade in 
the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries Sarah Palmer, Greenwich 
Maritime Institute

Tuesday 7 April 2015 Merchants, Mariners and Maritime Marauders: 
The Fight for Sovereignty over the River Elbe During the Seventeenth 
Century Kathrin Zickermann, University of the Highlands and Islands

Tuesday 5 May 2015 ‘Degenerate Sons of Neptune’: Sailors on the 
Streets of Portsmouth’s Sailortown c. 1850–1900 Louise Moon, 
University of Portsmouth

Venue: Maritime Historical Studies Centre, Blaydes House, 6 High Street, 
Hull hu1 1ha, 01482 305110

The Seminars are free of charge and will meet at 6.00 p.m. at Blaydes 
House. Coffee and biscuits will be available from 5.30 p.m. All persons 
interested in Maritime History in any of its aspects are warmly invited to 
attend.
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New Members and Reported Deaths
1 October – 31 December 2014

New Members
Full 
Dr T. Daniels, Utah, USA
Mrs J. Hutchinson, Scarborough, Yorkshire
M. Mickleburgh, Clevedon, Somerset
Dr I. McCartney, Cornwall
Adrian Duncan, Edinburgh
Kevin Gorringe, Polegate, East Sussex
Nicholas Ward, Larkfield, Kent
Jon Eclov, Maine, USA
Peter Sedgwick, Swanage, Dorset
Alan Gardiner, Thealby, Yorkshire
Chris Gallienne, Cornwall
Keith Atkinson, Sunderland, Tyne & Wear

Students
Francesco Petrizzo, Leeds, Yorkshire
David Lange, London
Thomas Moorhead, Victoria, Australia
David Serlin, Canterbury, Kent
Malcolm Holden, Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset

Reported Deaths
Bernard Stonehouse, Cambridge
R. Cobb, Lymington, Hampshire

Topmasts is published on the web in February, May, August and November. 
The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first week of the 
preceding month. Please send announcements as early as possible to ensure 
that they are published. All copy should be sent to:

topmasts@snr.org.uk


