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Chairman’s Column
The Battles of Coronel and Falklands

My wife was privileged to launch the present HMS Monmouth (a type 
23 frigate) and subsequently we have maintained a close involvement in 
the ship over the last 20 years. It is a tradition in the Royal Navy for 
ship names to be re-used and current ships retain an historic link with 
earlier ships of the same name. As a consequence I attended a service in St 
Martin-in-the-Fields church in Trafalgar Square on 8 December 2014, the 
centenary of the battle of the Falklands.

The story as it affected the previous Monmouth began in October 
1914.  The Admiralty, recognizing Vice-Admiral von Spee’s German 
East Asia Squadron’s potential for commerce raiding in the Pacific and 
the west coast of South America, made its elimination a high priority. 
Von Spee’s crack force had two new armoured cruisers, Scharnhorst and 
Gneisenau, and the light cruisers Leipzig, Dresden and Nürnberg. Rear-
Admiral Cradock’s South Atlantic Squadron had two old armoured 
cruisers, Good Hope and Monmouth, the light cruiser Glasgow and a few 
smaller ancillary ships. Cradock’s force was to have been reinforced from 
the Mediterranean by the newer and more powerful armoured cruiser 
Defence, but ultimately she was diverted, and the old pre-Dreadnought 
battleship Canopus was ordered to join him instead. Although Canopus 
had large and more powerful guns, she was old, barely seaworthy, manned 
only by inexperienced reservists and could only make 12 knots.

On 1 November 1914, having left Canopus trailing behind, Cradock 
engaged in battle with von Spee off Coronel on the coast of Chile.  Neither 
admiral expected to meet the other in full force nor realized the other’s 
main force was nearby, but once the two met, Cradock understood his 
orders were to fight to the end, despite the odds heavily against him. 
Cradock’s weak force stood no chance against von Spee’s crack force. 
Both Good Hope and Monmouth were lost with all 1,570 hands. Glasgow 
survived to fight another day.

Coronel was Britain’s first naval defeat since the battle of Lake Champlain 
in the War of 1812. In London the news was greeted with major shock 
and humiliation. Admiral Fisher, the new First Sea Lord, reacted swiftly 
and made an immediate and decisive response. He assembled a new naval 
squadron with clear superiority over von Spee’s squadron. Vice-Admiral 
Doveton Sturdee, was appointed to command the new squadron and was 
dispatched with orders to find and destroy von Spee’s squadron. Arriving 
in the Falkland Islands on 7 December, Sturdee had the battlecruisers 
Invincible and Inflexible, the armoured cruisers Kent, Cornwall and 
Carnarvon, and the light cruisers Bristol and Glasgow. Von Spee decided 
to attack the Falkland Islands before returning home to Germany. The 
British ships were still coaling in Port Stanley when von Spee’s squadron 
hove into sight. The first shells were fired by Canopus from where she 
was beached in Port Stanley. The sight of the British battlecruisers was a 
complete surprise to von Spee who immediately realized he was heavily 
outgunned and outnumbered; he decided to flee to the south. The signal 
General Chase was made and one by one Sturdee’s ships rushed to 
raise steam and sailed from Port Stanley in pursuit; the enemy had been 
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delivered to Sturdee on a plate. The action developed into a stern chase.   
The battlecruisers sank the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau, Kent destroyed 
the Nürnberg, Cornwall and Glasgow sank the Leipzig; in all some 1870 
hands were lost. Dresden escaped but was sunk by Glasgow a few months 
later. The victory had a profound effect raising morale and restoring faith 
in the Royal Navy. It was the last major battle fought out entirely by 
gunfire alone. In 1927 a film was made of the two battles and over the 
years many books have been published.  To mark the centenary of the 
battles, the British Film Institute has recently re-mastered and released the 
film in DVD form.

For his part in this important naval action Sturdee was created a baronet 
on 15 March 1916, went on to become C-in-C the Nore in 1918 and an 
Admiral of the Fleet on retirement in 1921. An original member of the 
SNR, Sturdee became President of the SNR in 1922, founded the Save the 
Victory Fund (STVF) and raised the monies to restore and preserve HMS 
Victory.

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s Notes

Welcome to the May edition of Topmasts, and thanks to all, members 
and non-members, who have contributed to this edition. It has been an 
interesting process putting this edition together, and trying to get the 
balance between Topmasts and the website right. Much of the information 
I receive about conferences and events needs to be advertised before 
Topmasts is published, so it is passed on to Sam Wills, our webmaster. The 
website, however, is not archived, whereas Topmasts is, so it preserves a 
record of these events. It is an interesting balancing act, and one we are 
still working on, and one on which we would welcome comments from 
our readers.

Alistair Roach has followed up his earlier article in The Mariners Mirror 
(vol. 98:1, 43–54) ‘Miniature Ships in Designed Landscapes’ with an article 
on his visit to Berlin to sail a replica of a nineteenth-century miniature 
frigate, the Royal Louise. There is an article relating to the restoration of 
CMB9/DCB1, one of the first batch of Coastal Motor Boats designed and 
built by Thornycroft on the Thames in 1916. Hopefully she will be seen 
around the coasts of the south-west of England during the summer.

There is news of the Must Farm Boats, the Bronze Age log boats that 
were uncovered in a brick quarry just outside Peterborough, brilliantly 
excavated and recorded by archaeologists from Cambridge Archaeology 
Unit and currently being conserved at Flag Fen, the Bronze Age Centre 
in Peterborough. I recently had the privilege of visiting the boats in their 
cold store and studying them up close and in detail. Such a visit gives 
wonderful insights into how the boats were built and the high level of skill 
required to build and sail them, as well as raising many questions about 
the lives of our ancestors. For more details about the boats, and where to 
see them go to the Vivacity website.

I also visited Stiffkey on the north Norfolk coast to see the progress 
on the restoration of the lifeboat Lucy Lavers, which was featured in 

http://www.vivacity-peterborough.com/museums-and-heritage/flag-fen/discover-the-must-farm-boats/
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February Topmasts. The restoration is incredible: she is looking as good 
as new and she is a showcase for the skills of the Hewitt brothers in whose 
yard she has been restored. A pre-launch celebration and ceremony, led 
by the Bishop of Lynn and Anneka Rice took place on 11 April, and she 
was launched soon after at Wells-next-the-Sea. You can see her as she 
heads to Dunkirk down the coast of East Anglia. Details can be found on 
the Rescue Wooden Boats website. I also found a link between two recent 
articles – a film of Des Pawson from the Ipswich Museum of Knots and 
Sailor’s Ropework making the bow pudding for Lucy Lavers. Go to www.
rescuewoodenboats.com and search for Des Pawson.

The Eastern Angles touring theatre is currently playing Oysters, a 
new play by Ivan Cutting based on oral history interviews developed as 
part of the Pioneer Sailing Trust ‘Land & Sea’ project. They are a superb 
East Anglian theatre company, telling local stories in an exciting and 
entertaining way. If you get the opportunity to see Oysters, you will have 
a great evening out, but book early!

There is also a very wide range of events, conferences and lectures listed 
in this edition for the serious historian, those looking for a special nautical 
evening out and for families. These are mostly at our national museums, 
but some I have found, such as Oysters and Lucy Lavers, are local events 
that I discovered near where I live. SNR has members all across the UK 
and the world, and I would love to hear about interesting events near you. 
This edition seems to me to be heavily biased to the south-east of England 
so please, keep a look-out for what is happening near you, send me a note 
or a contact and I will try to put it in the next Topmasts.

Nigel Blanchford 
topmasts@snr.org.uk 

Miniature Frigate ‘Royal Louise’

A couple of years ago I received an email from a Barbara Koller who 
wrote to me from Berlin. She, having seen my paper ‘Miniature Ships in 
Designed Landscapes’ (MM 98:1, 43–54), asked whether I could assist her 
researching the history of the miniature frigate Royal Louise. 

The original ship, built in 1832 at Woolwich under Master Shipwright 
Oliver Lang, had been used by the Prussian royal family on the Havel 
Lakes, Potsdam. She was presented to the Prussian King Friedrich Wilhelm 
III as a present from King William IV. On completion she was towed 
by HMS Lightning, a steam-powered paddle gunboat, to Potsdam and 
there used exclusively by members of the Royal, later Imperial, Prussian 
dynasty. At her launch she was described thus:

The Royal Louise, a most beautiful model of a 32-gun frigate . . . the 
whole of the inside of the vessel is of polished mahogany, her cabin is 
inlaid with plate glass, and her stem is surmounted with a beautifully 
executed figure of a black eagle, the national emblem of Prussia. She is 
copper-bottomed and fastened.  Her length is fifty-five feet six inches; 
breadth, twelve feet; depth in hold, eight feet ten inches. Her register 
tonnage, thirty tons.

http://www.rescuewoodenboats.com
http://www.rescuewoodenboats.com
mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk
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Top: The ‘new’ Royal Louise under sail. Below: Crew preparing to sail. Photographs by Alistair 
Roach
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After the abdication of the Kaiser in 1918, she was handed over to 
Berlin’s traditional sailing club, Verein Seglerhaus am Wannsee e.V, where 
she served as a training ship. Later she was used as a memorial to the 
German navy at Kiel and because of this and her connection with the Nazi 
regime the allies decided in 1947 that the ship should be cut up and burnt.

After much research a replica was built in the late 1990s at a Berlin 
shipyard under a government sponsored employment creation scheme. 
Privately owned until 2004 she was then taken over by a non-profit 
society, the Royal Louise Yacht – und Shiffahntsverein zu Potsdam e.V 
and now regularly cruises the widespread waters of Berlin and Potsdam 
during the summer months.  In the winter she is de-rigged and kept in the 
original 1833 boat house, the Fregattenschuppen, on Pfaueninsel (Peacock 
Island).

I have helped Barbara Koller, Captain Lothar Voß and the other 
volunteers with the English side of their research for a year or so, and also 
managed to get permission for them to use an image of a vase in the Royal 
Collection which depicts the original frigate. Last summer an invitation 
was received to join the ship at the Potsdam annual regatta, organized for 
classic and vintage yachts, where Royal Louise would be acting as ‘guard 
ship’. My wife and I joined the crew during the last weekend in August 
2014 and we spent a marvellous Saturday cruising the lakes and, at the end 
of the day, were served a glass or two of ‘bubbly’ in the main saloon.

One intriguing ‘aid’ for volunteers handling the rigging has been 
developed by Captain Voß: colour-coded belaying pins that relate to the 
German flag. The horizontal tricolour of black, red and yellow thus refer 
to black banded pins for top-gallants, red for topsails and yellow for each 
course, so halyards, etc., can be easily identified at deck level.

The present Royal Louise has been superbly built and is kept in 
immaculate order by her volunteer crew. She is certainly a credit to all who 
are now involved with her.  In a short article such as this it is impossible to 
give a full history. but for those who are interested in this miniature frigate 
further details can be viewed at www.royal-louise.de 

Unfortunately, primary evidence is lacking for the original ship although 
plans and a model of a similar miniature frigate, the Royal Adelaide built in 
1834, are available at the National Maritime Museum. This ship was sailed 
by the British Royal Family at Virginia Water, Windsor, but was built a 
couple of years later at a different dockyard and there is no evidence she 
used the same lines or plans as the Royal Louise.

Alistair Roach

The Must Farm Bronze Age Boats 

In the east of England, among the flat fertile fields and under the famously 
expansive sky lies a gem once hidden for thousands of years. Before the seas 
rose and flooded vast parts of Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Lincolnshire, 
our Bronze Age ancestors lived, worked, travelled, traded and died in 
this landscape at a place now called Flag Fen. Their lives are slowly being 
pieced back together through a series of finds in north Cambridgeshire 
which provide evidence of a sophisticated trading society living on the 

http://www.royal-louise.de
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Photo: Cambridge Archaeological Unit

land between the higher ground of what is now Fengate in Peterborough, 
and the ‘island’ to the east where the town of Whittlesey now stands. 
As the seas rose these people adapted to the water-logged ground using 
a variety of boats whose purpose and methods of construction we are 
slowly beginning to piece back together, and leaving behind them a wealth 
of evidence and fascinating insights into their lives.

Around the time that Stonehenge was still new, pyramids were going 
up in Egypt and the Maya civilization was just beginning, our ancestors 
were also building in East Anglia. However, they were using wood as 
their main material, with very little surviving the intervening thousands of 
years unless something interrupted the cycle of decomposition. Just such 
an interruption occurred when sea-level changes caused a local river to silt 
up and change its course, encasing many remnants of Bronze Age life in 
sediment, where it has remained preserved for thousands of years. In time 
the seas receded, and the landscape became one which we recognise today.

In 2012 archaeological excavations were undertaken at Must Farm brick 
quarry just outside Flag Fen prior to mineral extraction. There were several 
significant finds dating back 3,500 to 4,000 years, the most significant of 
which was the discovery of eight well-preserved Bronze Age and Iron 
Age log boats carved from individual trunks of oak, alder and lime. Each 
of these boats is unique in form and their significance stems not only from 
the number of them, but also a richness of contextual detail. This includes 
clothing, iron swords still riveted to their wooden hilts, jewellery and even 
a pot with food remains inside.
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The boats display many characteristics recognizable in craft today, 
from the large, low-sided flat-bottomed vessels probably designed to 
carry large, heavy or bulky loads, which appear very similar to the Punts 
on the rivers in Cambridge and Oxford and which may have been piloted 
in a similar way; to narrower high-sided craft, perhaps carved for speed, 
carrying people, or to cope with swell, and bearing more of a resemblance 
to a Canadian canoe.

That most of the boats were found intact is remarkable, and it appears 
from the evidence that they were sunk in a particular section of river and 
then collected in the sediment on an outside bend of the river. The boats 
were found at different heights in the sediment, with the oldest lower 
down in the older deposits and the ‘newer’ ones in more recent clays. 
Dating of these indicate that, at this location at least, there was a tradition 
of transport and navigation on the river lasting around 600 years. It is 
interesting to note that none of the boats were discovered with transom 
boards, yet they have clear carved spaces for them. Maybe they were 
deliberately removed prior to scuttling, or were of a wood which has not 
survived the passage of time. 

What is clear is that people living thousands of years ago designed, 
built and used boats and the designs they used have stood the passage of 
time. The vessels would have been used for transport and trade, and were 
designed accordingly. But the term ‘designed’ hardly does justice to the 
amount of forethought that would have gone into ‘growing’ these boats. 
I use the term in its proper sense, because there is evidence that the single 
trunks from which each boat was carved had their growth gently modified 
over decades by the removal of a branch here and there while the trees 
were still growing, rather than lopped off as an afterthought when it came 
to boat building, enabling the tree to grow around and repair the wound 
of the missing branch. I like to think that branch removal was a part of the 
boat growing process, but, of course, there is nothing here to prove it is 
not just coincidence.

Experimental Archaeologists are now trying to replicate these boats 
using the materials that would have been available to our ancestors, 
attempting to carve, split and partially burn the wood into a useable shape.

Photo: Cambridge Archaeological Unit
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The boats are on display in a purpose-built refrigeration unit at Flag Fen 
Archaeology Park on the outskirts of Peterborough while they undergo 
preservation, and some of the artefacts discovered near them can be seen in 
a small museum on site. It is well worth visiting the park and museum to see 
the craftsmanship of the boats, and soak up the atmosphere of this ancient 
place, including a Bronze-Age causeway which once stretched across the 
waterlogged land, and the waters of its mere. Flag Fen Archaeology Park, 
The Droveway, Northey Road, Peterborough. pe6 7qj.

Flag Fen is open through the summer months (4 April–31 October 
2015) from 10 a.m.–5 p.m. (last entry at 4 p.m.).

Jonathan Latchford
Heritage Development Officer

Peterborough Museum

The Restoration of ‘CMB9/DCB1’

The idea of Coastal Motor Boats came from Thornycroft. They had some 
experience of building torpedo boats, including HMS Lightning in 1876, 
a steam launch with a torpedo tube mounted in the bows.

Their proposal was to build the smallest possible boat that could carry 
an 18-inch torpedo. It should be small and fast to avoid enemy guns and of 
shallow draft so that it could skim over minefields. The total weight was not 
to exceed that of the ordinary 30-foot motorboats carried in the davits of 
light cruisers. A speed of not less than 30 knots was considered necessary, 
and fuel for a considerable radius of action. This was a challenge to the 
builders whose main experience was of building racing boats carrying no 
greater weight than the crew. The designers had to balance the need for 
lightness against calculations that showed that the only suitable engine 
would be modified V12 250 hp aircraft engine weighing almost one ton. 
In addition there was the torpedo weighing 3⁄4 ton, its discharge gear and, 
of course, the weight of the fuel. No reversing gear was provided in order 
to save weight. The cone clutch was liable to stick so a heavy hammer was 
needed as a ‘clutch persuader’.

Twelve were ordered in January 1916 and all were delivered by mid-
August 1916, after Thornycroft had submitted designs based on their 
hydroplaning 1910 racing boat ‘Miranda IV’ building a prototype with 
a displacement of 4.35 tons, and which was able to reach a speed of 35.5 
knots. A new type of engine was required, with the characteristics of an 
aero engine rather than marine. This was developed at the company’s 
Basingstoke plant, as was the torpedo release mechanism.

In early trials with small boats, torpedoes were launched over the bow 
pushed by a ram, but as it was necessary for the boats to approach the 
target at speed, this was not successful as the torpedo’s speed was similar to 
that of the boat. It was found that the best way was to launch the torpedo 
over the stern tail first. As the boat would be going at the same speed as 
the torpedo there was a ‘good chance’ of her steering clear of the torpedo’s 
track after it had been discharged.

Around three years ago, Robert George Morley, a marine surveyor, 
came across a very sad sight. In a boatyard, among bushes and brambles 
was the unmistakable hull of a Thornycroft 40-foot Coastal Motor Boat.  
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Robert recognized the hull shape immediately as he had already saved and 
restored a 55-foot version: MTB331.

She was transported to a local boatyard where work and research began.  
The boat was immediately identified as CMB9 but the news that followed 
surprised us all. In April 1917, along with 3 other CMBs, CMB9 was off 
the Flanders coast near Zeebrugge. They attacked four German destroyers 

Top,CMB9/DCB1 back in her element Below, CMB9/DCB1 before restoration. Photographs: 
Helen Aldom
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and CMB9 hit and sank G88, the first British success with Coastal Craft. 
At this time she carried one torpedo and was armed with a Lewis gun.

We then discovered that in July 1918 CMB9 was taken to a secret 
location and re-designated DCB1. She was a prototype, becoming a top 
secret Distance Control Boat, to be radio controlled from a seaplane. She 
was fitted with twin screws, bilge keels, radio masts and a small bridge with 
wireless controls. Exact details of what happened during her time as a DCB 
remain classified but we do know that around 1935 she was sold to a private 
buyer, when crude attempts were made to change her into a cabin cruiser.

At present CMB9/DCB1 is powered by the two Leyland 400 diesels 
dating back to the 1950s that she was found with, and they have been 
completely restored.

Last year Robert achieved the impossible. She was finally lowered back 
into the water after around 40 years, and travelled by herself to nearby 
Portishead. From there, she was lifted onto a trailer and taken to Plymouth 
where she took part in the centenary of the First World War and, on her 
return, Bristol Remembrance Sunday.

She is now back on dry land for the winter but Robert hopes to take 
her back to Plymouth’s Sutton Harbour in the summer. Robert is actively 
seeking a sponsor in order to make a lifting cradle for her, making transport 
much easier.

CMB9/DCB1 was presented by Prince Michael of Kent with the 
Transport Trust’s 2012 Peter Allen award for restoration projects and 
was also nominated for the 2015 ‘Powerboat of the year’ by Classic Boat 
Magazine. Sadly CMB9/DCB1 did not win this award, but did win the 
Living History award.

There is a Facebook page for CMB9/DCB1 that shows her restoration 
and details of her crew together with video footage.

Helen Aldom
Footnote

The first three boats were delivered by April 1916, and a base established 
at the South Eastern Railway Company’s pier at Queenborough in Kent, 
just upstream of Sheerness Dockyard. When all twelve boats had been 
delivered, four were sent to an advance base at Dunkirk , where CMB9 was 
based when she sank the German destroyer G88, and the boats carried out 
patrols between Ostend and Zeebrugge, successfully engaging German 
coastal boats. However, the forward base at Dunkirk rendered the boats 
very vulnerable to air attack, so they were withdrawn to the Kent and 
Essex coasts. 

Following the success of the 40-foot CMBs, large boats were introduced. 
A 55-foot version carrying two torpedoes or four mines, and 72 footers 
for minelaying. A very large base was established on Osea Island in 
the Blackwater River, comprising boatsheds and slipways, repair and 
maintenance workshops and extensive accommodation. Documentary 
film of this base can be seen on the website of the Imperial War Museum. 
During the First World War the CMBs most celebrated action was at the 
blockading of Zeebrugge and Ostend in April 1918. They were used for 
making smoke screens, marking key points for the manoeuvring of the 
block ships and removing their crews, as well as torpedoing the ends of 
the piers to destroy gun positions and mortaring aircraft sheds. 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1060023109
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After the war CMBs saw more action in the Baltic, with Lieutenant 
Augustus Agar winning a VC for the destruction of Bolshevik units at 
Kronstadt. Less well known are the exploits of another CMB squadron 
in the Caspian Sea. Twelve CMBs were sent to Batum (now Batoumi) 
on the Georgian coast, where they were taken overland to Baku on the 
west coast of the Caspian Sea, in order to protect Britain’s oil interests 
there and contain potential threats to India by the Bolsheviks. Two 
merchant ships were equipped as CMB carriers, and in an early success 
four destroyers surrendered after they witnessed the explosion of a depth 
charge in their vicinity. Later, following the break-up of the ice, an attack 
on Fort Alexandrovsk on the eastern shore of the Caspian Sea resulted in 
the destruction of more Russian warships, including submarines by the 
CMBs and a seaplane. 

Nigel Blanchford

The Fenland Lighter Project
Rivers, Newspapers . . . and Privateers 

Recent correspondence with Professor Serge Soupel, often mentioned in 
this column, has produced fresh focus on various matters raised in the 
February number. Some further comment seems appropriate. Commercial 
and cultural links between lighter traffic on the Ouse–Nene complex 
and North Sea shipping were sharply highlighted during the French 
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. This point is illustrated by the 
attention given to French privateering – especially its immediate effect on 
the east coast Trade and thus, eventually, on river commerce – in various 
inland newspapers of the period: the Northampton Mercury, Cambridge 
Chronicle, Stamford Mercury, etc.

Much of such journalism was tersely factual, a straightforward record 
of captured merchant vessels and lucky escapes by others, all set against 
the natural hazards of the North Sea. Sometimes, however, biased insult 
intruded with, for example, references to ‘infestation’ of certain coastal 
areas by ‘piratical privateers’. To some extent, this latter usage seems 
to have reflected a short-lived British attempt to refuse recognition of 
privateering licenses issued by Revolutionary France (with potentially 
dire consequences for captured privateersmen). Press instances of the sort 
indicated may well have coloured some questionable passages in such 
Victorian books as George Borrow’s Lavengro, and W. H. B. Saunders’s 
Legends and Traditions of Huntingdonshire.

Discussion of these matters figured in several international conferences 
convened by the Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris III) around the turn of this 
century: see H. J. K Jenkins, ‘Crime, Punishment and International 
Relationships . . .’, in Serge Soupel (ed.), Crime et châtiment … au dix-
huitième siècle, see the SNR’s Annual Bibliography for 2001, p. 13.

Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website for more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

http://www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html
mailto:hjkpk.jenkins@yahoo.co.uk


Topmasts no. 14

14

Reflections of an Abstract Contributor
Dr Byrne McLeod’s initial email in June 2014 requesting help for a ‘great 
work of scholarship’, while intriguing, filled me with trepidation. Being 
at least ten years into my retirement, would my previous report-writing 
skills be up to scratch or were they beyond redemption? I need not have 
worried. With Byrne’s encouragement and some exemplar material I 
made a start. Initially my concentration and analytical skills were very 
rusty. Some abstracts took longer than expected, but with practice things 
became much easier. Many of the articles were fascinating in their breadth 
and depth of research and some were of personal interest, reminding me 
of my own areas of expertise and visits to faraway places, while serving in 
the Royal Navy. My problem became one of how to provide the future 
researcher with sufficient, precise, quality information within the database 
search criteria, in order that they might be tempted to read the complete 
article. I must confess that on occasions I did exceed the word limit!

I have found the project to be very rewarding. I have increased my own 
knowledge and understanding of many areas of nautical research and it 
has provided me with a new focus over the winter months as well as given 
me a sense of achievement. My mind, I believe, is much sharper now and I 
have noticed that I am more critical when reading quality newspapers and 
when watching some TV programmes.

I would like to express my thanks to Byrne for inviting me to help 
with the project, which will, I am sure, help future nautical researchers 
enormously and I am pleased that I have been able to help in a small way. 

David Milham

Naval History in Oxford and Greenwich 

The Hon. Secretary Byrne McLeod asked me to write a short account of 
recent developments in my career. When I am not busy serving on the 
SNR’s Publications Committee, I am finishing my doctoral studies at 
the University of Oxford. I first became interested in naval history while 
writing my undergraduate thesis under Paul Kennedy at Yale. For the first 
month of supervisions, his only instruction was to read N. A. M. Rodger’s 
Command of the Ocean, and in particular the 300 pages of notes and 
bibliography. Only once I had accomplished that was Kennedy willing to 
discuss possible topics. 

After a few career detours, my work on the eighteenth-century navy 
led me to Dr Rodger at Oxford, and I have been supervised by him since 
2011. My doctoral thesis explores the social backgrounds and status of 
naval officers at the end of the eighteenth century. It is partially aimed at 
updating Michael Lewis’s A Social History of the Navy, which has now 
passed its fifty-fifth birthday. I tried to do more than just revise Lewis, 
though: I also present the first attempt to study warrant officers’ careers 
in a systematic way, and I discuss issues of gentility, honour, duty, and 
celebrity.

Next year, I shall use that work as a platform to launch a long-term, 
comparative, transnational project on eighteenth-century naval officers. 
Funding for the first year of the project will come from the Caird Senior 
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Research Fellowship at the National Maritime Museum. I am working 
with collaborators in Sweden, Denmark, France, and – possibly – Spain, 
so our first challenge will be to synchronize not only our data, but also 
our basic understanding of navies’ rank structures. The fellowship will 
be a great opportunity for us to build a strong foundation for what we 
hope will be a book. We argue that by holding our subjects and their 
responsibilities constant across a range of countries – the requirements 
for survival at sea were the same for all seafarers – we will be able to gain 
useful insights into navies, social structures, and the relationship between 
naval officers and their societies.

Evan Wilson
University College, Oxford

News
2015 Anderson Medal Presentation

We are delighted to announce that this year’s Anderson Medal for a 
maritime history publication has been presented to Susan Rose for her 
wonderful book: England’s Medieval Navy: Ships, men and warfare.  

The presentation, by SNR’s Chairman, Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton, 
took place at the National Maritime Museum on 16 April following a talk 
by Dr Rose on her book, once again emphasizing the close ties between 
the museum and the SNR. The judging committee thought that Susan 
‘has done a magnificent job in researching and writing about an era that is 
often neglected and perhaps sometimes ignored in maritime history. Her 
book, which interpreted a difficult subject in an easily read and coherent 
way, was also very well referenced and illustrated.’  
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SNR South Appoints a New Honorary President

SNR (South) has recently appointed a new Honorary President, Roy 
Harris, who served as a photographer, joining the Royal Navy in 1943, 
undergoing initial training at HMS Royal Arthur followed by other 
courses, and completing his training at RAF Ford (before it became 
HMS Peregrine in 1945). Here he flew Ansons (The Flying Greenhouse), 
learning how to use the cumbersome F24 camera, mounted in the plane’s 
nose. Roy volunteered for foreign service and was posted to HMS Unicorn 
in Malta for reconnaissance flights over Southern Italy. He soon retrained 
to fly Mosquitos, flying regular sorties to the northern Adriatic – a round 
trip often exceeding 500 miles, lying prone in the fuselage to operate the 
camera. 

A British Naval Graveyard on a Swedish Island

On a sailing visit to the island of Hallands Väderö, 45 miles north of 
Copenhagen, on the west coast of Sweden, we were very surprised to find 
the English graveyard. The island is small and is now a nature reserve run 
by the local Commune. On walking around the island we came across 
an English Cemetery with a small information plaque explaining that 
the cemetery contained the graves of English sailors washed up on the 
shores of the island. You can see the cemetery marked as ‘Krykogarden’ 
(the cemetery) on the map at http://www.hallandsvadero.se/. Explanatory 
text from the web page states: ‘[It] is the last resting place of dead sailors 
washed ashore and possibly also a plague cemetery. There is a wooden 
cross, and church services are sometimes held here.’

As a result I am trying to do some more research on it with a view 
to getting it recognised both within our sailing club (The Cruising 
Association) and in the UK where it is virtually unknown. Hard facts are 
difficult to obtain but there are two different theories. 

The English graveyard was, according to tradition established after 
Nelson’s action at Copenhagen. A number of British sailors killed at that 
occasion are supposed to be buried in the island, together with others 
buried later. A similar cemetery is to be seen in Hanö in the Baltic, where 
the Royal Navy had a base in 1810–12.

The other theory is that at the time of the Crimean War (1856) with 
Russia, Britain sent a fleet to the Baltic to blockade and attack their coast 
and trade (Finland was then part of the Russian Empire). Hallands Väderö 
has a large natural harbour and served as our rear fleet-base and anchorage, 
and the ‘graveyard’ is largely filled with those who died of disease within 
the fleet, typically typhoid. This Baltic campaign is largely forgotten today 
(eclipsed by the ‘Light Brigade’, etc.) but was a major enterprise at the 
time, albeit poorly organized and led. 

I wonder if any readers can help to establish the real story behind this 
beautiful and remote little graveyard in which our forgotten English 
sailors reside?

Alan and Christine Williams
If you can help please reply to topmasts@snr.org.uk and responses will be 
forwarded to Alan and Christine

mailto:topmasts%40snr.org.uk?subject=
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Appeal for Researchers with an Interest
in the Maritime History of Wales

MOROL, the Institute of Welsh Maritime Historical Studies, is seeking 
to refresh our network by including new researchers (in or outside Wales) 
who research any aspect of Welsh Maritime Heritage/History. It is our 
tenth anniversary this year and we aim to re-energize the maritime heritage 
sector and we are using this occasion to develop a national Welsh maritime 
bibliography. 

If you are interested, please contact Jamie Davies, Vice Chair, MOROL 
at jamesgarethdavies@yahoo.co.uk 

A Request for Help

Captain H. L. Hitchens, Director of Admiralty Compass Department, 
and a Mysterious Donation

From time to time the National Maritime Museum receives anonymous 
donations of items for the collections. The donors are generous but they 
present us with a problem; without any documentation of transfer of title, 
the museum does not legally own the objects and this prevents us from 
conserving, photographing and displaying them.

One such ‘unsolicited deposit’ (the technical term) arrived on 5 
November 2013. The interesting items it contained suggest that someone 
had been clearing out family papers. Notably there is a letter written 
just after the battle of Jutland from H. L. Hitchens to his mother in 
Letchworth and a pamphlet he later wrote when he was the director of 
the Admiralty Compass Observatory. Hitchins’s service record described 
him as ‘Specially recommended for advancement: possessed of unusual 
brains which he uses’.

We very much want to contact descendants of H. L. Hitchens and we 
are hoping that a member of SNR might know them. If you think you 
may be able to help, please contact:

The Registrar, Royal Museums Greenwich, London se10 9nf

(Peter Hitchens of the Mail on Sunday is not a member of the same family)

Interested in Maritime Art? 
Art Detectives Need Your Help

Many members of the SNR will be interested in Art Detective, http://
thepcf.org.uk/artdetective/, a new online forum to discuss paintings 
in public ownership in the UK. A wide variety of scholars, historians, 
genealogists, dealers and members of the public are contributing their 
knowledge and skills to help solve some of the mysteries around un- and 
mis-attributed paintings, mysterious subjects and sitters, and dubious 
datings.

As members will be aware, maritime subjects comprise many thousands 
of the 210,000 oil paintings in UK public collections. All are accessible 
on http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/. The expertise of society 
members will be invaluable in identifying problem paintings, contributing 
to discussions around them, and solving mysteries.

mailto:jamesgarethdavies%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=MOROL%20enquiry
http://thepcf.org.uk/artdetective/
http://thepcf.org.uk/artdetective/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/
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Art Detective has a number of special interest groups to which relevant 
public discussions are linked. Pieter van der Merwe, of the National 
Maritime Museum, who has been a long-standing supporter of Art 
Detective, leads the Maritime Subjects group. You can find the maritime 
discussions at 

http://thepcf.org.uk/artdetective/discussions/discussions/group/
maritime-subjects 

Art Detective was created by the Public Catalogue Foundation in 
academic partnership with the University of Glasgow and supported by 
Arts Council England.

British Transport Treasures

The intention of British Transport Treasures (transport in the widest 
possible sense – if it moves, or once moved, it is grist to the mill) is to make 
available fully printable downloads of material relating to the topic, from 
classic books, to attractive ephemera. The colourful posters produced by 
the old railway companies are now very fashionable, the equally attractive 
designs of booklets, leaflets and pamphlets which they published, are less 
well-known, typifying the art nouveau and art deco styles of the periods 
in which they were produced. Prices on British Transport Treasures will 
range from 50p for a simple leaflet, to around £5 for a book of 300 pages 
plus.

The 100th item has now been made available, so to mark the event we 
are offering the Official Programme of the Great Naval Review, Spithead, 
July 1912, and there are a number of other items that are likely to be 
interesting to maritime historians. A donation of 5p for each download 
purchased will go to Help for Heroes.

http://www.britishtransporttreasures.com/

http://thepcf.org.uk/artdetective/discussions/discussions/group/maritime-subjects%20
http://thepcf.org.uk/artdetective/discussions/discussions/group/maritime-subjects%20
http://www.britishtransporttreasures.com/
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Major Changes at English Heritage

On 1 April, English Heritage de-merged to become two organizations:
Historic England, a public body to champion and protect England’s 

historic environment, everything from prehistoric remains to post-war 
office buildings, and 

The English Heritage Trust, a new independent charity retaining the 
name English Heritage, to look after – on behalf of the nation – the 
National Heritage Collection of more than 400 historic sites across 
England including Stonehenge, Dover Castle and some of the best 
preserved parts of Hadrian’s Wall. The charity is receiving a one-off 
grant from government of £80 m, primarily to address the high-priority 
conservation backlog across its estate. English Heritage have published 
details of the major projects that Historic England will be undertaking. 

English Heritage already brings the story of England to life for over 
10 million people each year. The charity’s vision, values and priorities are 
set out clearly on the new English Heritage website and in its Making 
History launch prospectus.

Historic England will champion the historic environment all around us. 
It will provide expert advice, promote constructive conservation, produce 
research and give guidance and grants to everyone from local communities 
to national policy-makers and from owners of listed and older homes to 
volunteers saving a building at risk.

Please visit the new websites english-heritage.org.uk and historicengland.
org.uk and tell them what you think, and view the short film on the 
Historic England homepage. 

Matthew Flinders Memorial

After the fabulous unveiling ceremony at Australia House in July last 
year, Matthew was moved to the concourse at Euston station where as 
many people as possible could encounter him, read his story and enjoy 
the sculpture. The statue has been enjoyed and much praised. However, 
there are concerns about the amount of litter on and around the base, and 
the Matthew Flinders Memorial Statue Committee is considering how to 
reduce this nuisance. 

It has been agreed that that Flinders University in Adelaide will be, next 
year, unveiling a second bronze cast of the Matthew Flinders memorial 
statue. This is both fitting and exciting; another link between our nations 
and a development of the story which Matthew would have enjoyed.  

The full-size piece is in an edition of five. This means, of course, that 
five numbered and signed pieces are available to cast. London is 1 of 
5, Adelaide, 2 of 5. Fifty per cent of the proceeds will go towards the 
Matthew Flinders memorial scholarship at Flinders University. I have a 
vision of the remaining three surfacing in places significant to Matthew’s 
explorations and journeys. 

If you have ideas as to where these may be, you can contact the sculptor 
via the official website at: http://www.flindersmemorial.org 

The memorial statue was financed entirely by the sale of limited edition 
bronze maquettes. The project even generated a surplus and this has kick-
started an exchange scholarship between British students and Flinders 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk
http://www.historicengland.org.uk
http://www.historicengland.org.uk
http://www.flindersmemorial.org
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University.  There are a few maquettes left for sale and if any of your 
friends or colleagues would like to own one – please visit http://www.
flindersmemorial.org/support/ for details and how to do it.  

Peter Ashley

‘Lucy Lavers’ needs you!

The historic ex-RNLI East Coast lifeboat Lucy Lavers is returning 
to Dunkirk this May for the first time in 75 years. The charity Rescue 
Wooden Boats has restored Lucy Lavers and is sending her back to 
Dunkirk, along with the other Dunkirk Little Ships, to commemorate 
the 75th Anniversary of Operation Dynamo. Rescue Wooden Boats is 
seeking volunteers to help staff an information stand in Ramsgate, while 
Lucy Lavers is berthed there on her way to Dunkirk.

Volunteers are needed to help with our information stand and display 
in front of the Maritime Museum, Ramsgate, between 19 and 23 May, 
during the Operation Dynamo 75th Anniversary events. In exchange 
volunteers will be given their own personal tour of this unique former 
lifeboat. While Lucy Lavers is in Ramsgate, visitors – especially young 
people – can board her and learn about maritime history and the Dunkirk 
evacuation. They can experience being on this 1940 wooden lifeboat, as 
well as see the exhibition telling her story. To volunteer, and for more 
information, please contact tim.lidstonescott@btinternet.com

http://www.flindersmemorial.org/support/
http://www.flindersmemorial.org/support/
mailto:tim.lidstonescott%40btinternet.com?subject=Lucy%20Lavers%20enquiry
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Conferences and Seminars
Docklands History Group Annual Symposium

Saturday 9 May 2015 
Museum of London Docklands

No. 1 Warehouse, West India Quay, Hertsmere Road, Canary Wharf, 
London e14 4al

Presentations by nine speakers on London’s historic shipyards and ships 
they built. Speakers include: Chris Ellmers; Dr Ian Friel; Richard Endsor; 
Professor Andrew Lambert; Alex Werner; Des Pawson; Stuart Rankin; Dr 
Roger Owen; Brendan O’Farrell; Dr Roy Fenton. Full programme and 
booking form at: http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk/index.html

 
Connected Oceans 

8–12 June 8 2015 
Porto University, Portugal 

The Faculty of Arts of the University of Porto, with the support of the 
International Maritime Economic History Association and the Erasmus 
Mundus doctoral programme Text and Event in Early Modern Europe, 
will host the international conference Connected Oceans – New Avenues 
of Research in Oceans History between 8 and 12 June.

In 2006 Kären Wigen wrote in a forum on ‘Oceans of History’ that 
‘maritime scholarship seems to have burst its bounds; across the discipline, 
the sea is swinging into view’ (American Historical Review, CXI, no. 3 
(2006), 717–21). The time has now come to sum up the last ten years of 
research on maritime history, review the current tendencies and identify 
new trends for the future.

This conference aims at debating new perspectives and avenues of 
research in the current historiographical production related to the Pacific, 
Indian, and Atlantic Oceans, as well as the Mediterranean, the Baltic and 
the North Seas. Papers are focused on a maritime approach and based 
on the concept of maritime history in its widest sense: a field of research 
which encompasses all the dynamics resulting from, and required by, the 
ways humans interact with the sea (Frank Broeze, The Great Circle, XI, 
no. 1 (1989), 1–13).

For programme, registration venue etc.: https://www.connectedoceans.
wordpress.com 

http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk/index.html
https://www.connectedoceans.wordpress.com
https://www.connectedoceans.wordpress.com
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National Maritime Museum 
The Emergence of a Maritime Nation: Britain in the Tudor 

and Stuart Age, 1485–1714

Friday and Saturday, 24–25 July

The Tudor and Stuart Age saw England, and later Britain, emerge as one of 
Europe’s major maritime and naval powers, in the process transforming its 
trade, culture, politics, financial structures, society and self-image. Over 
the next few years the National Maritime Museum will begin to re-explore 
this rich and complex period.  In November 2015, it will open a major 
exhibition centring on Samuel Pepys; looking further forward, a permanent 
gallery on Tudor and Stuart seafarers will open in 2018. In advance of these 
offerings, the present conference aims to bring together scholars from the 
broadest possible range of perspectives to consider Britain’s relationship 
with the sea in the early modern era.

The conference fee is £90 and the concessionary rate is £75 (people over 
60 and students). 

For the conference programme and booking form, go to:
www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/maritime-nation
 

Heraldry and Piracy in an Age of Chivalry 

The Jurisdiction of the Constable and Marshal(s) and of the Admiralty in 
Later Medieval England and France 

4–5 June 2015 
Royal Albert Memorial Museum & Art Gallery, Exeter 

Under the presidency of the Constable and Marshal of England, the Court 
of Chivalry heard cases that arose out of acts of war, including disputes over 
rights in prisoners and their ransoms as well as about rights to particular 
coats of arms. It also took cognizance of appeals of treason, in which 
battle was offered by the appellant. As with the Admiralty, its jurisdiction 
took clearer form in the second quarter of the fourteenth century. The 
wars waged by the English in France led to the need for a tribunal that 

http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/maritime-nation
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could deal with disputes that arose on land or sea, beyond the reach of 
the common law – resulting in tribunals that operated in accordance with 
the Continental civil law. The developing European cult of chivalry gave 
greater prominence to the Prince’s position as head of an apparatus that 
would resolve disputes between members of the noble and knightly ranks, 
and comparable jurisdictions accordingly also developed in France, under 
the constable and marshals of the kingdom and certain of its duchies as 
well as under the admiral.

Programme, registration and accommodation details are available at:
http://www.medievalhistories.com/heraldry-and-piracy-in-an-age-of-

chivalry/ 
The conference has been organized by Prof. Anthony Musson (A. J. 

Musson@exeter.ac.uk) School of Law, University of Exeter, and Dr Nigel 
Ramsay (n.ramsay@ucl.ac.uk)

Call for Papers
Maritime East Anglia—Past, Present, Future

Saturday 21 May 2016 
Maritime Heritage East and University Campus Suffolk (Ipswich)

Maritime Heritage East, in collaboration with the History department at 
the University Campus Suffolk, announces this call for papers for a one-
day conference on Maritime East Anglia – Past, Present, Future.

The sea and the seaside have long been a defining feature of East 
Anglian life. Its long coastline has fostered industry, encouraged scientific 
and technological innovation and played a role in defining East Anglian 
identities. Yet for many in East Anglia, Great Britain and beyond, the 
region is not primarily associated with its maritime existence.

The organizers invite interested scholars and practitioners, professional 
and otherwise, to submit 200-word abstracts of their presentation proposals 
by 12 June 2015. For full details please go to the Maritime Heritage East 
news page at: http://www.maritimeheritageeast.org.uk/news 

Events 
Oysters: “A tale of sex, boat-building and bivalve molluscs”

Oysters is a new touring theatre production from Eastern Angles. Oysters 
is written and directed by Eastern Angles’ Artistic Director, Ivan Cutting.

Combining local fact and contemporary storytelling, this new play 
captures the soul of an ancient East Anglian industry, celebrating and 
preserving the past by putting it on stage. Focusing on the restoration of 
an Essex Oyster Smack, the show incorporates oral history accounts of 
boatbuilding and Oyster cultivation with the fictional story of an Essex 
boat builder and his intriguing family back story.

The main character, Mo has just turned 50 and is busy restoring an 
oyster dredger recovered from an Essex riverbed. Helping him bring the 
boat back to life is Angie, a young apprentice with chip on her shoulder. 
Also in the frame are Kasey an intern from the local university, Pamela the 
formidable fundraiser in charge of the restoration project and the mystical 

http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistory.aspx
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistory.aspx
mailto:A.%20J.%20Musson%40exeter.ac.uk?subject=Heraldry%20and%20Piracy%20in%20the%20Age%20of%20Chivalry
mailto:A.%20J.%20Musson%40exeter.ac.uk?subject=Heraldry%20and%20Piracy%20in%20the%20Age%20of%20Chivalry
mailto:n.ramsay%40ucl.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.maritimeheritageeast.org.uk/news
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Pearl, an ‘Earth Mother’ with a potent story to tell. When a piece of Mo’s 
beloved dredger goes missing their lives are up-ended and the past floats 
to the surface.

Oysters is on tour until 6 June at venues across the East of England. 
Tickets cost £13 and £12 concession
Please book them through our Box Office: 01473 211498 or: www.
easternangles.co.uk

SNR (South): Normandy and Charente 2015

http://www.easternangles.co.uk
http://www.easternangles.co.uk
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Summer Events at Portsmouth
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard presents ‘Dockyard At Dusk’

A season of exclusive events in unique historic surroundings.
Starting this spring Portsmouth Historic Dockyard will present a 

series of truly unique events, including a night ‘out’ at the theatre in the 
exceptional surroundings of the Historic Dockyard and the world-famous 
HMS Victory.

To commemorate the 70th Anniversary of VE Day on Friday 8th May, 
a rousing outdoor concert performed by the Royal Marines Association 
Big Band will kick off the season with an evening of entertainment at the 
Historic Dockyard.

Many of the Royal Marines Association Band musicians, on leaving 
the service, go on to successful music careers, but their links with the 
Royal Marines seldom diminish. In response to public demand former 
RM musicians have formed their own band, which matches the highest 
standards of the serving bands. Indeed, between them they have over 
1,500 years of accumulated music experience, possibly one of the most 
experienced bands in the country.

As Nelson’s flagship, HMS Victory celebrates the 250th anniversary 
of her launch, we present a special outdoor concert with the ship as a 
backdrop on Saturday 9 May. HMS Victory and the Georgian buildings of 
the National Museum of the Royal Navy provide the perfect splendour 
for a band whose history is closely connected to that of the Historic 
Dockyard. Performed by the Royal Marines Association Concert Band it 
promises to be an evening to remember.

On 15 July for four nights, the Royal Navy Theatre Association will 
be returning with a performance of one of Shakespeare’s most popular 
plays. Macbeth has everything; a tragic love story, a lust for power and a 
drunken porter as well as fights, ghosts and plenty of drama! The contrast 
of a beautiful summer’s evening and Macbeth’s tragic tale is a perfect fit for 
such an iconic location.

Closing the season on 5 September, Last Night of the Proms promises 
to be a triumphant finale to the ‘Dockyard at Dusk’. The Royal Marines 
Association Concert Band will be hosting a concert at Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard and they are promising some real treats including a ‘Last Night 
of the Proms’ theme with a wide spectrum of music from popular marches 
to big band, theatre and film music classics, together with a traditional 
Royal Marines finale featuring The Trafalgar Drummers.

Tickets are on sale now and are available on www.historicdockyard.
co.uk/events

For the Family
Canine Commandos A Family Day Out

31 May 11.00–16.00 at the Royal Marines Museum

Join in this fun dog show with a difference. Does your dog have the 
waggiest tail or the most appealing eyes? Could your dog become our 
canine commando champion? This fun dog show is being organized to 

http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/events
http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/events
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celebrate the canine heroes who have served the Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines over the past 100 years. For more information on how to enter 
your canine commando please call 023 9272 7584.

Ocean Explorers

Deep Sea Challenge – A family activity 
28–30 July 11.00–17.00 at HMS ‘Alliance’

Have you got what it takes to be a submariner? We’ll put your through 
your paces with a set of fun challenges. This is a free event with a valid 
ticket.

Discovery Day at St Ives (Cambridgeshire)

A Fenland town revives its water traffic heritage

Further to earlier comments (see especially February Topmasts, p. 13), the 
St Ives Old Riverport Discovery Day, Saturday 25 July 2015, bids fair to 
be eventful in several senses of that word.

Funded by a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Ouse 
Washes Landscape Partnership, St Ives Town Council, together with 
the Town Team, aims to provide a wide range of attractions, including 
activity afloat.   The underlying theme will be the commercial and cultural 
influence of regional water traffic in bygone times . . . and its wider links 
as far as the North Sea and even further.

Impression of two of Orford’s modified Fenland lighters, preparing
to negotiate Stanground Sluice.(drawing by H. J. K. Jenkins)
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Fenland Lighter Project involvement is scheduled to include a keynote 
lecture on Lord Orford’s use of modified lighters (1774) as a sort of 
articulated yacht. The accompanying sketch is based on journal-accounts 
written during a three-week pleasure cruise in the Ouse-Nene Complex.   
Providing added interest, rendezvous was made with the Earl of Sandwich, 
then First Lord of the Admiralty, who shared an enthusiasm for Fenland 
water sport. It is noteworthy that this Orford–Sandwich boating took 
place when war clouds were gathering as Britain experienced mounting 
confrontation in North America. Indeed Orford’s cruise can be seen as a 
wry footnote to the onset of the American War of Independence.

Alongside that aspect, the journal accounts also provide many intriguing 
insights into trade and traffic on the Ouse–Nene Complex of the period, 
sometimes told with amusing self-mockery. There are also hints of the 
‘Gothic’ thinking that played a remarkable role in British literature 
of the late eighteenth century. See H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘A Looking-Glass 
Adventure: Lord Orford’s Fenland Cruise in 1774’, in Serge Soupel et 
al. (eds), Adventure: An eighteenth-century idiom . . . (AMS, New York, 
2009).   
Further information from Ian Jackson, St Ives Deputy Mayor,
Email ianjackson@ntlworld.com

Merseyside Maritime Museum

Free Entry Exhibitions 
Lusitania: life, loss, legacy

This new exhibition marks the centenary year of the sinking of the 
Lusitania. Highlighting new research about the people involved in the 
Lusitania story, the display also considers the role of Liverpool’s liners in 
the First World War.

On their own: Britain’s child migrants

From the 1860s until the late 1960s more than 100,000 children were sent 
from Britain to Canada, Australia and other Commonwealth countries 
through child migration schemes. Some were orphans and many came 
from families who were unable to care for them. At the time charitable 
and religious organisations sent them overseas, with the belief that their 
lives would improve as a result. They were supported by governments for 
which these schemes supplied much needed population and labour.

Liverpool and Glasgow were the main departure ports for children 
sailing to Canada. Liverpool’s Allan Line carried almost half of Canada’s 
child migrants on its ships.

Siblings and friends were split up on arrival and left isolated, facing long 
hard days of labour in extremes of climate. This isolation often led to a 
lonely, brutal childhood.

This exhibition tells their emotional stories, and through detailed case 
studies, visitors will meet a number of child migrants and find out more 
about their different experiences.
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/events/  

http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences%20and%20seminars
mailto:ianjackson%40ntlworld.com?subject=Discovery%20Day%20at%20St%20Ives
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/events/%20
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The Wellington Trust

Lectures 
SNR (South) Programme 2015 

The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote 
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with 
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the 
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert 
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and 
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the 
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at 
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David 
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.

For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new 
website www.nauticalresearch.co.uk. New material or queries should be 
addressed to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld. 
com

Saturday 9 May
Devonport and Portsmouth Naval Dockyards Ann Coats

http://www.nauticalresearch.co.uk
mailto:v.woodman%40ntlworld.%20com?subject=SNR%20%28South%29%20query
mailto:v.woodman%40ntlworld.%20com?subject=SNR%20%28South%29%20query
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Wednesday 17 June
Summer Garden Party at Porchester

21–25 September
French Tour: St Nazaire, Rochefort, Ile d’Aix and more. See Events for 

more detail

Saturday 10 October
New Researchers’ Presentations

Wednesday 21 October
Visit to the Boatbuilding Training College (in the Historic Dockyard)

Saturday 14 November
AGM and Members’ Research Presentations 

Wednesday 18 November
Visit to America’s Cup Base (on the Camber)

Saturday 12 December
Kaiser’s Pirates: Hunting German Raiding Cruisers Nick Hewitt

Parking at £2 for 24 hours is available on Saturdays in the University car 
park near the Cambridge Road roundabout, 10 minutes from the club.

E. G. R. Taylor Lecture

8 October 2015

Women, editing and publishing: Ivy Davison and the ‘Geographical 
Magazine’ in its first thirty years

Felix Driver, Royal Holloway, University of London
E. G. R. Taylor was the single most prolific academic contributor to 
the Geographical Magazine in the 30 years after its foundation in 1935, 
a fact that raises intriguing questions about the relationship between 
academic geography and popular publishing in the middle decades of 
the twentieth century. This lecture explores the life and career of another 
woman associated with the Magazine, Ivy Davison, who served as its 
editor for six years, but whose name does not figure in any history of 
publishing or geography. A significant contributor to Britain’s leading 
literary magazines in the interwar period, as an editor rather than author, 
her name is similarly absent from the scholarly literature on the history 
of women’s writing and journalism, even though she worked with many 
of them, including Virginia Woolf, who employed her briefly in the early 
1930s. I will argue that Ivy Davison’s career as journalist, reviewer and 
editor sheds light on wider issues about women’s role in editorial work 
and popular geographical publishing during the twentieth century.
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National Maritime Museum
Staff Research Seminars

All seminars will be held between 16.00 and 17.00, and will be followed 
by refreshments. Members of the museum, adult learners, independent 
researchers, academic and university students are welcome to attend the 
seminars. Please contact the Research Administrator on 020 8312 6716 or 
research@rmg.co.uk 

27 May 2015, Lecture Theatre
The Royal Navy and Slave Society in the Eighteenth-century Caribbean 

Douglas Hamilton, Caird Senior Fellow 
Most of the scholarship on the Royal Navy in the Caribbean focuses 
broadly on its military role. Far less attention has been paid to its social and 
cultural impacts. ln small islands with tiny white minorities, the arrival of 
naval squadrons significantly bolstered the white population. This paper 
explores some of the effects of the presence of naval personnel in the slave 
societies of the British Caribbean.

24 June 2015, Venue TBC
Endurance or adventure?: Emigrant journeys to New Zealand in the 

nineteenth and twentieth centuries Marjorie Harper, Caird Fellow 
When Robert Louis Stevenson crossed the Atlantic in 1879, he contrasted 
positive images with negative realities. Was that also the experience of 
emigrants who undertook the long journey to New Zealand? This paper 
uses passengers’ journals, as well as captains’ and surgeons’ logs, to analyse 
the travelling experiences of cabin and steerage passengers, as well as crew, 
on New Zealand-bound vessels in the century after 1840.

29 July 2015, Lecture Theatre
Medical Meets Maritime Simon Stephens, Curator of Ship Models and 

Boat Collections 
The NMM ship-model collection is pre-eminent in the world, in 
particular for examples of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century warships. 
The craftsmanship of these intricate models is remarkable, although much 
internal detail is often hidden from view. This seminar will look at the use 
of medical technology, such as CT scanning and endoscopy to enhance 
our understanding of naval architecture, ship-model construction and the 
model-makers themselves.

26 August 2015, Boardroom
Captive Crafts: A study of creativity in Napoleonic experiences 

 of war captivity Elodie Duché, Caird Fellow
The NMM holds a rich collection of objects crafted by prisoners of war 
during the Napoleonic conflicts. Only mentioned in studies penned by 
antiquarians, these objects have received little scholarly attention. The 
context of their production, the trade in them and their recurring elements 
lie at the core of this research, which will relocate these craft items into 
a broader culture of war through a perspective that considers objects in 
relation to visual and textual representations of war detention.

mailto:research%40rmg.co.uk%20?subject=Staff%20Research%20Seminars%20enquiry
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30 September 2015, Boardroom
The Age of Revolutions in the Indian and Pacific Oceans Sujit 

Sivasundararm, Sackler-Caird Fellow
While scholars have studied the convergence between the revolutions of 
the Atlantic Ocean, they have not undertaken a sustained exploration 
of the connections across the Indian and Pacific Oceans in the ‘Age of 
Revolutions’. This paper is an overview of a new project on the mutation 
of revolution to imperialism in the Indian and Pacific Oceans in the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

Alan Villiers Memorial Lecture 2015
Matthew Flinders Memorial

Under the auspices of the Society for Nautical Research, The Naval 
Review and the Britannia Naval Research Association with the support of 
the Hudson Trust. The main speaker will be Professor Andrew Lambert, 
Kings College, University of London, and his topic will be announced 
later.

The event will include a paper by the winner of the BritishNavalHistory.
com Graduate Researcher Essay Competition 2015, and an illustrated talk 
about Alan Villier’s photography. 

The lecture will take place at Pembroke College, University of Oxford, 
on Wednesday 14 October 2015. Registration from 12.30 p.m.; Luncheon 
at 1.00pm; Lectures begin at 2.00 p.m.;Trafalgar Dinner 7.30 p.m. Tickets 
for luncheon and refreshments £25.00; Lectures only, no charge. For 
more information and tickets please contact the AVML organizers at: 
amvlpurser@ntlworld.com

Kings Seminar Series 

The King’s seminars are an annual set of lectures organized by the British 
Centre for Maritime History (www.maritimehistory.org.uk). which 
run from October to May. They are open to the public and are held at 
King’s College London. Meetings take place on Thursdays at 17:15 in rm 
K6.07, Dep’t of War Studies, KCL, Strand, WC2R 2LS (6th Floor, King’s 
Building)  

The seminars are organised by Dr Alan James (alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk) 
and Dr Richard Gorski (r.c.gorski@hull.ac.uk) and are supported by 
the Department of War Studies, King’s College London, the Society for 
Nautical Research and the Maritime Information Association.

14 May 2015
1863/1864: Some British and Allied Naval Operations in Japanese Waters 

Jonathan Parkinson, Independent Researcher

28 May 2015
‘Goods to Newcastle’: An Unexplored Coastal Shipping Network, 1800–

1840 Adrian Osler, Independent Maritime Historian

mailto:amvlpurser%40ntlworld.com?subject=Alan%20Villiers%20Memorial%20Lecture
http://www.maritimehistory.org.uk
mailto:alan.2.james%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=King%27s%20Seminars
mailto:r.c.gorski%40hull.ac.uk?subject=King%27s%20Seminars
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The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings 2015/2016

The programme for the next season has just been published.
The usual start time is now 18:30, with the Wardroom bar open from 

17:45.

14 September 2015
The Fascinating Early Years of Royal Dutch Shell  A film

12 October 
T. E. Lawrence & the Red Sea Patrol John Johnson-Allen

9 November 
Marine Art Displayed: A Master-Class Ossie Jones
NB: a buffet supper will be served beforehand (Talk-only is not possible 
on this occasion)

The lectures (with the exception of the 9 Nov. master class) are followed 
by an optional supper: two courses and a glass of wine, at a cost of £32 
(£27 for WT Friends) with a donation of £5 requested from those who 
attend the talk only.

Bookings for the talk (and supper) should be made by the Thursday 
prior to the talk, by calling Alison Harris (0207 836 8179) or email to 
info@thewellingtontrust.com

Books by Members

Peter Hore (ed.) Nelson’s Band of Brothers: Lives and memorials Seaforth 
Publishing, 30 May 2015, 176 pp, ISBN 978 1848327795

Nelson’s Band of Brothers, a bibliographic 
encyclopedia of the officers who fought under 
Nelson’s tactical command at his three great battles, 
is due out on 30 May. It is the culmination of an 
international research effort over several years and 
contains much new information and overturns 
a few myths. It contains many contributions by 
1805 Club members, by well-known historians 
and others, including ten descendants of the Band 
of Brothers, and is edited by Peter Hore. This 
new volume builds on Colin White’s Trafalgar 
Captains, and draws on previous research by the 

1805 Club and notes and pictures in the club’s archive.
Advance orders can be placed on Amazon now. See www.amazon.

co.uk/Nelson-Band-Brothers-Lives-Memorials/dp/184832779X/  
For members in North America, Nelson’s Band of Brothers is due out 
on 15 June, see www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-
alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Nelson%27s+Band+of+Brothers

mailto:info%40thewellingtontrust.com?subject=Wellington%20trust%20talks
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Nelson-Band-Brothers-Lives-Memorials/dp/184832779X/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Nelson-Band-Brothers-Lives-Memorials/dp/184832779X/
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref%3Dnb_sb_noss%3Furl%3Dsearch-alias%253Dstripbooks%26field-keywords%3DNelson%2527s%2BBand%2Bof%2BBrothers
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref%3Dnb_sb_noss%3Furl%3Dsearch-alias%253Dstripbooks%26field-keywords%3DNelson%2527s%2BBand%2Bof%2BBrothers
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Christopher Donnithorne Warrant Officers of the Royal Navy, 1695 to 
1751 List & Index Society, 2013, 2 vols, 463 pp, pbk, ISBN 9781906875381. 
£62

This list is derived from warrants found in the 
Commission and Warrant Books, held at the 
National Archives in ADM6, volumes 3 to 17 
inclusive, covering the period from 1695 to 1751.   
The warrant officers represented then, as they do 
today, the real backbone of the Royal Navy.   The 
ability to keep ships at sea for prolonged periods 
owed much to these experienced men whose 
contribution has been seriously under-rated.  
Between them they maintained every crucial 
aspect of ship life: the carpenter – watertight 
integrity; the boatswain – propulsion; the purser 

and the cook – stores and domestics; and the gunner – fighting ability. 
Without their skills, the ship could not have gone to sea, stayed there and 
fought. This is the first sustained attempt to identify and raise the profile 
of these important people.

Using unique computing processes built into the Naval Biographical 
Database, www.navylist.org, this publication lists just those entries for 
Warrant Officers contained in ADM6, 3–17; included are boatswains, 
carpenters, chaplains, gunners, masters at arms, pursers, schoolmasters and 
yard officers. Every record has been assessed and evaluated against entries 
held in the database for each individual to reconcile spelling differences, 
and source document anomalies.  There will undoubtedly be further 
appointments and people but within the constraints of this source, the 
publication provides a list of the appointments recorded for each person.      

Richard Woodman Sword of State: The Forging Kindle Edition, free 

Winter 1644, the Tower of London. 
Colonel George Monck is confined to his 

prison chamber in St Thomas’s tower, charged 
with high treason. A brilliant soldier, admiral and 
military governor, Monck joined the King’s men 
in besieging Nantwich. But the Parliamentary 
side’s more disciplined army successfully routed 
them, and Monck was thrown in jail. Brooding 
and despondent, Monck’s troubles look to 
intensify when he starts an affair with Anne 
Ratsford, a married woman who is caring for 
him in the Tower. 

In an age when adultery is not only a mortal 
sin, but a capital offence, Monck is not only risking his reputation, but his 
life. But then his fortunes begin to change. 

Word of his prowess has reached Parliament, and he is offered a position 
within their army. All that stands in his way is his honour . . . 

In The Forging, the first book in the ‘Sword of the State’ trilogy, award-
winning author Richard Woodman recreates the true story of George 

http://www.navylist.org
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Monck, a giant of the seventeenth century. Monck is all but forgotten 
today, yet his legacy is nothing less than the British monarchy and a 
famous regiment: the Coldstream Guards. 

Captain Richard Martin Woodman LVO is an English novelist and 
naval historian who retired in 1997 from a 37-year nautical career, mainly 
working for Trinity House, to write full-time. His main work is 14 volumes 
about the career of Nathaniel Drinkwater, and shorter series about James 
Dunbar and William Kite, but he also written a range of factual books 
about the eighteenth century and Second World War history.

University Courses
University of Hull Maritime Historical Studies Centre

The Department of History offers a BA History with Maritime History, 
and maritime history modules are also offered to students registered on 
the History Department’s MA programmes, while supervision is available 
for those seeking to undertake a PhD.

http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistory.aspx 
mhsc@hull.ac.uk

Greenwich Maritime Institute,
University of Greenwich

Maritime Studies, MA by Research combines some of the coursework 
elements of a taught MA or MSc, with a longer dissertation which, 
unlike taught masters’ programmes, must be started at the beginning of 
the course. The aim of the programme is to provide highly qualified and 
competent students who have a clearly focused research interest with 
the opportunity to complete a master’s degree. The degree will be a key 
step on the career path of anyone wishing to pursue an academic career 
in maritime history, maritime policy, maritime commerce, or maritime 
defence and security studies.

http://www2.gre.ac.uk/study/courses 

University of Exeter Centre or Maritime Historical Studies

The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies was formed to promote a 
wider understanding of the significance of maritime history within the 
world of historical scholarship. 

The centre’s staff is especially committed to supervise MA and PhD 
students and to encourage them in the publication of their books and 
articles.

http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/  
history@exeter.ac.uk  

The university’s online non-accredited short courses are designed for 
students who would like to learn about a subject with a university and 
with guidance from a tutor but without committing time and money to a 
long-term accredited programme.

http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistory.aspx
mailto:mhsc%40hull.ac.uk?subject=Maritime%20History%20Courses
http://www2.gre.ac.uk/study/courses%20
http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/
mailto:history%40exeter.ac.uk?subject=Maritime%20History%20courses
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The courses are available in a broad range of subjects and are studied by 
students all over the world, including aspects of maritime history. Because 
these courses do not award credits or count towards degrees, there are no 
compulsory assessments or exams. They are flexible in their delivery and 
offered entirely online and so are adaptable to fit most student’s schedules. 
Courses typically run for between 10 and 20 weeks. http://education.
exeter.ac.uk/dll/ 

New Members and Reported Deaths
1 January – 31 March 2015

New Members
Full
John Morris, Dublin, Ireland
David Seymour, Upton, Dorset
Harry Warren, Manchester, Lancashire
John Rodgaard, Alabama, USA
David Gibbins, Warwick, Warickshire
Rod Bromfield, Kingston, London
David Evans, Leigh, Kent
Ian Williams, Deal, Kent
Graham Cox, Southsea, Hampshire
Timothy Moran, Alabama, USA
Jorgen Quick, Rotterdam, Netherlands
J. P. Van Niekerk, Groenkloof, South Georgia and the South Sandwich 

Islands
Steven Gray, Swansea, Wales
Roger Dence, East Grinstead, East Sussex
Peter Northover, Abingdon, Oxon
Karen Sayer, Leeds, Yorkshire
A. J. C. Boyd, Wareham, Dorset
Robert McCabe, Alabama, USA
Johan De Jong, Overijssell, Netherlands
John Garnish, Wimborne, Dorset
William Geddes, Warrington, Cheshire
Mark Wilkinson, Bromham, Wiltshire
Susan Maxwell, Durham
Hilary Platts, Ipswich, Suffolk
Isaac Land, Alabama, USA
Richard Wyndham, Alabama, USA
Michael Hardman, Bolton, Lancashire
James Spencer, Faversham, Kent
James Shepherd, Rostherne, Cheshire
Colin Chapman, Hornchurch, Essex
Lydia Towns, Texas, USA
Mary Montagu-Scott, Beaulieu, Hampshire
Anthony Bruce, Laughton, Essex
Joachim Sammer, Valencia, Spain
Trevor Ware, Loscombe, Dorset

http://education.exeter.ac.uk/dll/
http://education.exeter.ac.uk/dll/
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Christopher Fowler, London
Peter Grindal, Olveston, Gloucestershire
Stephen Wood, Edinburgh, Scotland
Rodrigo Pancheco-Ruiz, Southampton, Hampshire
John Kemp, Angmering, West Sussex
Thomas Cardy, Hove, East Sussex
Ed Fishwick, Cowes, Isle of Wight
Robin Watt, Wellington, New Zealand
Ian Goodban, Deal, Kent
Alan Milhailovits, Altrincham, Cheshire
Denis Vidal, London

Students
Ming Chen, Beijing, China
Alexey Mikhaylov, Akureyri, Iceland
Kelly Bushnell, Alabama, USA
Belinda Cusmano, London
Davis Wilson, Barrhead, E. Renfrewshire
James Smith, Plymouth, Devon
Adilson Grando, London
Elizabeth Libero, Denver, USA
Philip Reid, North Carolina, USA
Brandon Huebner, Virginia Beach, USA
Brenna Gibson, Southampton, Hampshire
Alexandra Grille, Le Bono, France
Benjamin Redding, Northampton

Reported Deaths
M. J. Gilkes, Brighton, East Sussex
Captain R. J. O. Millar, Vancouver, British Columbia
G. R. W. Walker, Strasbourg, France
J. E. Taylor, Epsom, Surrey
T. A. Connolly, Dundalk, Ireland
D. Haseman, Harwich, Essex

Topmasts is published on the web in February, May, August and 
November. The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first 
week of the preceding month. Please send announcements as early as 
possible to ensure that they are published. All copy should be sent to:

topmasts@snr.org.uk


