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Chairman’s Column
SNR website: Members’ Forum

Several years ago the Society launched an online service via the main 
website for members to pose and answer questions on any aspect of 
research covered by the Society’s stated areas of interest. The intention 
was to give members a discussion forum offering a fast response from the 
range of expertise available from the body of membership. At the outset it 
was intended to be an adjunct to the Notes and Queries of The Mariner’s 
Mirror, not to supersede those long-standing sections of our printed 
journal but to supplement them.

From the beginning it was a popular service, in which many members 
regularly engaged, and in many cases the posts provided new and interesting 
perspectives on our areas of research; over 1,000 posts were generated and 
the Forum engaged a significant proportion of the membership.

The Society’s website was restructured some three years ago, but the 
technical recast of the Forum created significant difficulties in backroom 
administration, and it was laid up for almost two years. Last year the main 
website was again restructured and redesigned, successfully producing an 
attractive facility using the latest technology. The Forum was also refitted 
and is now sited on a platform which is much more robust and easier to 
administer. 

The new website has rapidly become a feature of many members’ 
engagement with the Society and is attracting interest from outside the 
membership worldwide, as it was hoped to do. Meanwhile the Forum 
has been slow to resurface, but an adjustment in the administration has 
resulted in the resumption of its original purpose of providing accessible 
discussion.

The regular administration of the Forum together with its moderation, 
advertisement and promotion is now undertaken by Sam Willis, the 
Society’s Online Editor, who will work with the occasional assistance of 
Justin Reay in the moderation of posts and topics. The new regime ensures 
that topics and responses are made live within a few hours of being posted, 
as they were in the early years and queries are quickly and easily resolved

The Forum was relaunched in April and it is now possible to search 
the archive of Forum posts by key words and even to browse it by topic. 
Since April 26 new topics have published which have received 88 separate 
replies. We are also considering incorporating some of the topics from the 
previous Forum. The Forum is a lively hub of engagement with maritime 
history of all types over all periods and is a valuable research resource in 
its own right. Recent posts have covered topics as varied as the chain of 
command in medieval ships, how the Mary Rose was steered, ‘pickling 
ponds’ for the treatment of shipbuilding timber, swimming in the sailing 
navy, coastal motorboats, the coaling of warships and naval uniform in 
the First World War. For researchers at a loose end a particularly valuable 
post has been published by Frank Scott highlighting which of the Queries 
published in The Mariner’s Mirror since 1994 remain unanswered. 

We also link the Forum with our Twitter site where we currently have 
nearly 900 Twitter followers. When a new topic is posted on the Forum, 
we post it on Twitter and ask all our followers, ‘Can you help with this 
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interesting query about the Mary Rose anchors?’ and link to it. The query 
is then sent out to our followers, and then by many of our followers to 
their followers and so on. When an interesting reply comes in we send 
it by Twitter as well: ‘Look at this interesting reply about Mary Rose 
anchors’. This linkage works extremely well in advertising the Society as 
being active and interesting, and it helps spread the word.

The Forum’s editor is also discussing with the Honorary Editor of The 
Mariner’s Mirror the potential of publishing in our printed journal topics 
of interest, in parallel with the venerable Notes and Queries.

Members are encouraged to look at the Forum regularly and to engage 
with it. New topics of particular interest will also be notified in our social 
media feeds.

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s Notes

Welcome to this edition of Topmasts, where as usual we have a range 
of articles from members and non-members, including a description of 
the conservation of the innovative Manx yacht Peggy, built in 1789 by 
businessman and inventor George Quale. There is also a report on the 
award to the Victory Medal to John Kearon, who is currently advising the 
Peggy conservation project.

It is wonderful to have contributions from two of our Overseas 
Corresponding Members – John Hattendorf reporting on the NASOH 
conference in Monterey, California, and Ron Brand keeping us abreast 
of maritime history news from The Netherlands. I am confident that 
we will be hearing more from abroad in the future. Gerald Grainge has 
contributed an article about four naval brothers, three of whom gained 
flag rank, and H. J. K. Jenkins has written a short article about a fictional 
U-boat.

Since the publication of the last edition of Topmasts I have been 
fortunate to visit two very different maritime museums. While in Belfast 
I visited the ‘Titanic Experience’ which uses state-of-the art display and 
multimedia technologies to tell the story of Titanic from the laying of 
her keel to her discovery on the sea bed. One not-to-be missed part of 
the experience is the cable-car ride around the virtual Harland and Wolff 
shipyard while Titanic was being built. Even if you know the story well, 
it is an interesting and worthwhile visit. 

Just across the road is SS Nomadic, the White Star tender from 
Cherbourg, in dry dock and open to the public; and just a short walk 
down the road HMS Caroline is being restored, though it will not open 
to the public until the restoration is complete. A very good day out in 
Belfast, and so different from my visit about ten years ago when I failed to 
find any reference to Titanic and her story.

My other visit was to the Marshland Maritime Museum in the small 
village of Clenchwarton, just a mile or two from the head of the Wash. This 
is a remarkable collection of Royal Naval artifacts and memorabilia put 
together by Mike and Jo Smith. The collection is housed in two large sheds 
in their back garden, and contains over 3,000 items, including uniforms, 
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ship models, badges, and photographs, including the last examples of Ton 
class sweep gear on display in Britain. When visiting, booking is essential 
to ensure that the museum is open and that there will be a welcoming cup 
of tea! www.marshlandmaritimemuseum.com 

The summer is here, and many of us will be going to the seaside with 
children or grandchildren, so I have tried to include some of the wonderful 
events and exhibitions at maritime museums that will engage youngsters 
(of all ages) - and not only when the weather drives them off the beach, 
these are worth visiting in the best of weather.

As always, we welcome contributions from our members, so if you are 
doing some interesting research, or you visit an interesting museum or 
maritime site, please do tell us about it.

Nigel Blanchford 
topmasts@snr.org.uk 

HMS Caroline undergoing restoration in Belfast Photo: Editor

http://http://
mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk
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‘Peggy’ 
A miraculous survival of the Napoleonic era

Peggy (1789) is one of the earliest surviving pleasure yachts in the world. 
She is cared for by Manx National Heritage, the national heritage agency 
on the Isle of Man. The significance of Peggy resides in her extraordinary 
state of preservation and her innovative design. These led in 1998 to 
her inclusion in the National Historic Fleet of National Historic Ships 
UK. We know a good deal about Peggy and her owner, George Quayle 
(1751–1835), thanks to an extensive archive of Quayle’s account books 
and correspondence that today reside in the National Archive in Douglas. 
Quayle was a prize-winning inventor, a well-travelled businessman, and 
soldier. His ‘hobby’, Peggy, has survived intact thanks to having been 
abandoned and immured in a cellar for over one hundred years before 
interest in her was revived by the Society for Nautical Research in the 
mid-1930s. Following the gift of Peggy to the Manx nation in the 1940s 
she became a museum attraction. Earlier this year, after several years of 
painstaking preparation, she was removed from her cellar to a dedicated 
conservation facility for study and stabilization.

‘Peggy’ hauled out of her miniature dock in January 2015. Photograph courtesy of Manx National 
Heritage
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Peggy is a clinker-built yacht of pine and oak with iron fixings, of overall 
length 26.49 feet (8.08 metres), depth 4.00 feet (1.22 metres) and beam 7.67 
feet (2.34 metres). Before 1796 Peggy was fitted with drop keels (referred 
to as ‘sliding keels’ by Quayle). Correspondence from Quayle has very 
recently come to light describing a meeting in London in 1797 with John 
Shank, the inventor of that technology (MNH ref. ms 02415 C). Peggy is 
the oldest surviving example of any vessel equipped with this feature, so 
prominent in varying incarnations in modern sailing vessels.

Peggy is also the oldest surviving intact example of a shallop. Readers 
should note that her current appearance is the result of alterations made 
around 1800 when her gunwales were raised and one or more of her sliding 
keel slots were blocked. She is two-masted and is usually assumed to have 
been schooner rigged; if so Peggy would qualify as the oldest surviving 
schooner in the world. Her masts, gaff, bowsprit and tiller survive with her.

Peggy’s home was a boat house adjacent to the stable yard of Bridge 
House, Quayle’s home in Castletown. The unusual and ingenious 
design of the rooms, in the form of a ship’s cabin and incorporating 
secret passageways and hidden cupboards, still fascinates visitors. It 
is the relationship between the boat, building, and associated archive 
which truly set Peggy in a class of her own. From around 1810 Quayle’s 
preoccupations settled more firmly upon the sedentary worlds of banking 
and politics and Peggy was emphatically abandoned.

Peggy was righted and restored in 1951 in preparation for public 
opening. The keel and several strakes had rotted and were replaced. The 
paintwork inside and out, with the exception of that on the transom, 
was not considered suitable for public display and was over painted. The 
fixings were badly rusted, causing damage clearly discernible in archive 
photographs that pre-date the restoration. New iron and, for the transom, 
copper nails were used to consolidate the structure and to retain loose 
rubbing strakes etc.

In 2008 we began to reassess the condition and context of Peggy with a 
view to securing the long-term preservation of her form, appearance and 
archaeology. She is subject to many common agents of decay including 
dirt deposition leading to indelible discolouration of timber and paint, and 
the catalysis of some forms of chemical decay; sagging; salt crystallization 
causing discolouration, surface weakening and paint loss; iron corrosion 
leading to minor structural movement, splitting, staining, embrittlement 
of timber, surface loss; mineralization of the paint (consumption of paint 
media by bacteria).

Those interested to know more about the complicated task of recording 
her condition and the decision to remove her for conservation are 
encouraged to consult the project blog at www.Peggy-of-castletown.
blogspot.com. 

In 2014 Oxford Archaeology North undertook the removal of 160 
tonnes of soil, rubble and about a thousand archaeological artefacts from 
the area immediately outside the cellar, in order to make way for Peggy’s 
exit. In so doing they discovered a well-preserved and beautifully built, 
miniature dock (1802–4), obviously intended for Peggy. At the same time 
an army of volunteers have been cataloguing the Bridge House Papers 
(the Quayle family archive) in detail for the first time. We have only just 

http://www.Peggy-of-castletown.blogspot.com
http://www.Peggy-of-castletown.blogspot.com
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‘Peggy’ winched from her dock in January 2015. Photograph courtesy of Manx National Heritage

begun the task of interpreting what we have found and re-evaluating what 
we know about the site. 

Finally, on 26 January 2015 Peggy was winched from her cellar on to a 
platform over the little dock and lifted over the boathouse to a lorry waiting 
to transport her to the new conservation facility. Despite unpredictable 
weather, all went well.

In the coming months we will begin detailed surveys of Peggy including 
the 3D recording of her interior and the completion of our study of her 
paint. We will then have before us the daunting task of stabilising her for 
eventual redisplay. To reduce the risk of further fungal decay we must 
reduce the water content of the timber which will inevitably result in 
shrinkage and stress. While we plan that controlled drying, and experiment 
with systems to monitor stress and paint detachment, we are maintaining 
Peggy in an atmosphere humidified to 90 per cent (relative humidity). 
Her fixings cannot be stabilized in situ and will need to be excised and 
replaced. To preserve the integrity of the structure and paint this will have 
to be done piecemeal and without dismantling her, before we undertake 
any drying. In order properly to assess the condition of the fixings both 
inside and out, we will probably have first to remove the modern overpaint 
applied since the 1950s. This is the most challenging task of all since all 
the paint layers, ancient and modern, are oil-based. Fund-raising for these 
tasks is of primary importance to us.

Ultimately our aim is to return Peggy to the Bridge House site in 
Castletown. She clearly cannot be re-installed in her cellar and we are at 
the earliest stages of our consideration of the options for a new gallery in 
which she could be displayed, alongside the buildings with which she is 
so intimately associated.

www.manxnationalheritage.im 
www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk

Christopher Weeks 
Conservator (Objects), Manx National Heritage 
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Report on the NASOH Annual Conference 
Monterey, May 2015

The North American Society for Oceanic History (NASOH) held 
its 41st annual conference in Monterey, California, 13–16 May 2015. 
Traditionally NASOH rotates its conferences among the four different 
coasts of the United States – Atlantic, Pacific, Gulf of Mexico, and Great 
Lakes – as a way of educating its members about the wide range of its 
maritime history. This year, the scene was Monterey, a port on the central 
California coastline that once served as the capital of both Spanish and 
Mexican Alta California as well as the location where the flag of the 
United States was first raised in California in 1846. Up until the 1950s, it 
was the site of a major fishing fleet, famous for its production of tinned 
sardines at Cannery Row, known to the literary world through the novels 
of John Steinbeck.

The theme of this year’s conference was ‘Pacific – The Peaceful Ocean?’ 
Joined by members of the Naval Historical Foundation and the Society 
for the History of Naval Medicine, some 50 participants listened to the 
presentation of more than 30 papers over a three-day period. Among the 
wide range of topics, there were sessions with three papers each on the 
United States Coast Guard, naval activities, trade and maritime business in 
a globalized world, naval science and technology, underwater archaeology, 
Californian maritime and naval history, imagery and seascape, naval 
medical care in the American submarine service during the Second World 
War, the naval war in the Pacific during the Second World War, and 
personal narratives of maritime life. Among the speakers with British and 
Commonwealth connections were Benjamin ‘BJ’ Armstrong, a serving 
US naval officer who is currently a graduate student in the War Studies 
Department of King’s College, London, who spoke on US naval counter-
piracy activities at Sumatra in 1831–9; Mark Bailey of the University of 
New South Wales, Australian Defence Force Academy, who spoke on 
‘Adaption, Collapse and Failure: The Globalised Maritime Trade System 
1914–16’; Piers Crocker of the Norwegian Canning Museum in Stavanger, 
who spoke on ‘Norway America and Canned Fish’; Chris Madsen of the 
Canadian Forces College, who spoke on ‘Entrepreneurship and Business 
Tradition at Pacific Coast terminals, New Westminster 1926–41’; and 
Kelly P. Bushnell, a PhD student in English Literature at Royal Holloway, 
London, who presented a paper on ‘Public Historiography of Monterey 
Bay “Monsters” ’. Six graduate students shared $1,500 in NASOH Chad 
Smith travel grants to assist their participation at the conference. Some of 
the conference papers may be selected for publication in The Northern 
Mariner, the journal that NASOH publishes with the Canadian Nautical 
Research Society.

Among other highlights, the Naval Historical Foundation’s opening 
drinks reception on the first evening was at the historic Casa Serrano, 
an 1843 adobe house, provided a glimpse into California’s nineteenth-
century history, while a late afternoon harbour cruise in Monterey Bay 
on the following day allowed for a reasonably close look at humpback 
whales, sea otters and unusual birds feeding over the kelp forests. 

On the final evening the conference banquet took place at the Casa 
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Munras Hotel and Spa. The main speaker for the evening was Dr Casey 
Lucius, Professor of Theater Security Decision Making in the Department 
of National Security Affairs at the Naval War College’s distance education 
program located at the US Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey. Her 
talk focused on two differing views of the US Navy’s new maritime 
strategy. 

The evening included the announcement of the results of the first 
competition for NASOH’s $1,000 James C. Bradford Dissertation 
Fellowship in Naval History. The judges awarded Proxime Accessit 
to Michael Verney, a PhD candidate in the history department at the 
University of New Hampshire, working on a thesis entitled ‘Our Field 
of Fame: Naval Exploration and Empire in the Early American Republic, 
1815–60.’ The judges selected the winner of the 2015 Fellowship, Nicholas 
Prime, a PhD candidate in the Department of War Studies, King’s College, 
London, working on a thesis entitled ‘The US Naval War College and the 
Evolution of American Naval Strategy, 1945–75’.

President Warren Reiss awarded Dr Tim Runyan the K. Jack Bauer 
Award for the second time, in appreciation of his continuing lifetime 
service to maritime history and to NASOH. In addition Paul Fontenoy 
announced the winners in the six categories of the annual John Lyman 
Book Prizes for books published in 2014: 

Canadian Naval and Maritime History
Winner: 
Gordon W. Smith (ed. P. Whitney Lackenbauer), A Historical and Legal 
Study of Sovereignty in the Canadian North: Terrestrial Sovereignty, 
1870–1939 (University of Calgary Press)
Honorable Mention:
Donald Barry, Bob Applebaum and Earl Wiseman, Fishing for a Solution: 
Canada’s Fisheries Relations with the European Union, 1977–2013 
(University of Calgary Press)

US Naval History
Winner:
David J. Bercuson and Holger Herwig, Long Night of the Tankers: Hitler’s 
War Against Caribbean Oil (University of Calgary Press)
Honorable Mention:
Kevin J. Crisman (ed.), Coffins of the Brave: Lake Shipwrecks of the War 
of 1812 (Texas A&M University Press)

US Maritime History
Winner:
Brian Rouleau, With Sails Whitening Every Sea: Mariners and the Making 
of an American Maritime Empire (Cornell University Press)
Honorable Mention:
Catherine Cangany, Frontier Seaport: Detroit’s Transformation into an 
Atlantic Entrepôt (University of Chicago Press)
Dane A. Morrison, True Yankees: The South Seas and The Discovery of 
American Identity (The Johns Hopkins University Press)
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Naval and Maritime Science and Technology
Winner:
Norman Friedman, Fighting the Great War at Sea: Strategy, Tactics and 
Technology (Naval Institute Press)
Honorable Mention:
John Maxtone-Graham, SS United States: Red, White, and Blue Riband 
Forever (W. W. Norton and Company).
Michael A. Osborne, The Emergence of Tropical Medicine in France 
(University of Chicago Press)

Naval and Maritime Reference Works and Published Primary Sources
Winner:
Nancy Shoemaker (ed.), Living With Whales: Documents and Oral 
Histories of Native New England Whaling History (University of 
Massachusetts Press).

Naval and Maritime Biography and Autobiography
Winner:
Lloyd J. Matthews, General Henry Lockwood of Delaware: Shipmate 
of Melville, Co-builder of the Naval Academy, Civil War Commander 
(University of Delaware Press).

The next NASOH conference will be held 11–14 May 2016 at Portland, 
Maine, in a joint meeting with the North Atlantic Fisheries History 
Association. Plans are being made for the 2017 conference to be in 
Charleston, South Carolina, and for the 2018 conference to be held 
somewhere on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico.

John B. Hattendorf
SNR Corresponding Member for the USA

A Family of Rare Naval Distinction
The Hannam Hendersons of Worth, East Kent

In the Henderson Chapel of the Church of St Peter and St Paul in the 
little East Kent village of Worth, near Sandwich and not far from Deal, is 
a plaque. It reads: 

In memory of the four naval sons of John & Laura Catharine Henderson

Admiral Sir William Hannam Henderson K.B.E.
Born 20 June 1845 Died 29 April 1931

Admiral Sir Reginald Friend Hannam Henderson1 G.C.B.
Born 20 Novr. 1846 Died 12 July 1932

Commander John Hannam Henderson 
Born 6 Sept. 1848 Died 8 Decr. 1923

Vice Admiral Frank Hannam Henderson C.M.G., D.S.O.
Born 2 June 1850 Died 26 June 1918

1 Named after his paternal grandmother, Elizabeth Henderson née Friend (1786–1872)
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Although John did not achieve flag rank, his son Admiral Sir Reginald 
Guy Hannam Henderson cgb would (1881–1939). Sadly John did not live 
to see it, since Reginald’s promotion to rear-admiral was not until 1929.

The given name of Hannam which each of these officers bears is the 
maiden name of their mother. I was researching the history of her family, 
the Hannams of nearby Northbourne, and came across the probate record 
of the will of her sister-in-law, Sarah Hannam née Henderson. Sarah named 
as her executors ‘William Hannam Henderson rear-admiral in the Royal 
Navy and John Hannam Henderson commander in the Royal Navy’. 
They were her nephews and thus I learnt of the Hannam Hendersons and 
their connection with the Royal Navy.

Unfortunately online sources – the only ones to which I have ready 
access – are not very informative about the careers of the four brothers. 
The National Maritime Museum holds a portrait of William in full dress 
uniform and the online catalogue gives brief details of his career. According 

Memorial to a Naval Family in Worth Church, Kent. Photograph by Gerald Grainge
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to this account, he entered the navy in 1859, when he would have been 14 
and was promoted lieutenant in 1866 and commander in 1879, reaching 
the rank of captain in 1886. Commanding HMS Conquest, he took part in 
the punitive mission against the Sultan of Witu in 1890. He was promoted 
rear-admiral in 1899 and appointed admiral superintendent of Devonport 
Dockyard 1902. His final promotion to admiral was 1908. He was the 
founding editor of The Naval Review, established in October 1912. 

Wikipedia tells us that Reginald was promoted lieutenant in 1869, 
commander in 1881 and captain in 1887. An entry in the UK Naval 
Medal and Award Rolls (1793–1972) confirms that he served as second-
in-command of HMS Invincible during the battle of Tel-el-Kebir in 
1882, recording the award to him and others of the Egypt Medal. He was 
promoted to rear-admiral in 1901, being appointed admiral superintendent 
of Portsmouth Dockyard the following year. Promotions to vice-admiral 
(1905) and admiral (1908) followed. In 1910 on the recommendation 
of Admiral of the Fleet Lord Fisher he was invited by the Federal 

The unusual hanging memorial to Admiral Sir William H Henderson, kbe. Photopgraph by 
Gerald Grainge 
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Government of Australia ‘to report upon various naval matters, especially 
the selection of naval bases and depots along the coast’. Among the bases 
he recommended was one at Perth, Western Australia. The suburb of Perth 
where this is situated is now known as Henderson. 

For John, although we can learn a fair amount about his private life 
from sites such as Ancestry.co.uk, very little apart from the Navy Lists is 
available to give us an idea of his naval service. That for 1894 records his 
promotion at the age of 23 to lieutenant on 23 April 1872, listing him as a 
retired commander with seniority from 6 September 1893 when he was 45 
and that is it.

Frank was promoted to lieutenant in 1872 for the capture of the slave 
dhow Jasmine off the coast of Arabia. Further promotions were to 
commander (1887), to captain (1894) and to rear-admiral on the retired 
list (1905). He served in the Ashanti campaign (1873–4), the Egyptian 
campaign (1882–9) and was the senior officer on West Coast of Africa at 
the outbreak of the Sierra Leone rebellion (1898–9), when he was made 
cmg. The First World War saw him briefly return from retirement to serve 
as admiral in command of Atlantic Convoys (1917–18), the use of convoys 
as an anti-submarine strategy having been advocated by his nephew during 
a tour of duty with the naval staff (see below). For this service he was 
posthumously awarded the dso.2

John’s son Reginald (the younger) is the only one of the Admirals 
Henderson to have an entry in the Dictionary of National Biography (DNB). 
He entered the training ship Britannia as a naval cadet in 1895 and was an 
already promoted midshipman when he joined HMS Mars two years later. 
His promotion to Lieutenant came in 1902 and to Commander in 1913. In 
the pre-war period he served on the China station, the North America and 
West Indies station and with the Mediterranean and the Channel fleets. He 
was gunnery officer on HMS Erin in the battle of Jutland. In 1916 Jellicoe 
brought him to join the anti-submarine division of the naval staff where he 
played a central role in neutralizing the U-boat menace. The DNB credits 
him as being ‘instrumental in the general adoption of convoy[s] which 
saved the whole allied cause’. In 1917 he was appointed naval assistant to 
the assistant chief of naval staff, with promotion to captain at the early age 
of 35.

There followed a post-war tour of duty as flag captain of HMS 
Hawkins on the China station 1919–22. In 1926–8 Reginald began his 
acquaintanceship with aircraft-carriers, becoming captain of HMS Furious. 
In 1929 he was promoted rear-admiral and appointed First Rear-Admiral, 
Aircraft-Carriers (1931–3). His promotion to vice-admiral came in 1933 
and on 23 April 1934 he became Third Sea Lord. This would now be the 
peak of his career as he worked frenetically on the task of rebuilding the 
fleet to meet the needs of the rearmament programme. The demands this 
entailed inevitably took a heavy toll on his health and on 2 May 1939 
he died of a cerebral thrombosis, just three and a half months after his 
promotion to admiral.

John and Laura Henderson’s youngest son, Everard Hannam Henderson 
(1852–1920) is also commemorated in a plaque in the Henderson Chapel. 
He migrated to New Zealand in 1875, became a sheep farmer, a JP and 

2 http://prabook.org/web/search.html#general=Frank%20Hannam%20Henderson

http://http://prabook.org/web/search.html%23general%3DFrank%2520Hannam%2520Henderson
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married the daughter of a Maori chieftain, founding a Maori dynasty. But 
that is another story. 

Gerald Grainge
SNR Member

History, Fiction . . . and a Bizarre U-Boat Tale

Via a meandering route, this note stems from an international conference 
convened by the Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris University III) during 
December 2004. This was a sea-centred gathering, and varied discussions 
included some comparison as between Anglophone comment on French 
Revolutionary privateering and on U-boat operations of the First World 
War. Touching on this comparative theme, involving both historical and 
literary aspects, a query by the present writer appeared in the August 2005 
Mariner’s Mirror.

During the intervening years a range of correspondence, discussion and 
research has brought to light some noteworthy questions of ideology, 
socio-political pressure and rhetoric. Regarding the latter, it seems quite 
possible that some fictional depictions may have had more influence on a 
number of popular images than might be supposed. Within that particular 
context, some examples of lurid and extremely fanciful writing seem to 
require comment.

That point ushers in the core of this note, a short story, ‘The Temple’, 
prepared soon after the First World War by the American writer H.P. 
Lovecraft. Arguably reflecting the Gothic tradition of fiction writing, ‘The 
Temple’ is a peculiar tale about the misadventures of a U-boat in the Atlantic 
during 1917. Her captain is a Prussian nobleman whose character evidently 
combines the quasi-automaton and the fiend incarnate. His patrol gives 
rise to a series of inhuman outrages, some against his own crew.

However, supernatural forces intervene, leaving much of the German 
submarine’s machinery useless. Thus, at the mercy of an inexplicable 
current, she is eventually deposited in what seems to be the remains of 
fabled Atlantis. By now the only member of the U-boat’s complement 
still alive, her captain becomes aware of a temple-like structure from 
which weird lights and sounds emanate. Hallucination or utterly bizarre 
phenomenon? Wearing a very special diving suit, he sets out to visit the 
structure . . . and apparently meets a hideous fate therein.

All of which indicates that the vessel and her equipment owe much more 
to Jules Verne’s Nautilus than to U-boat reality. Clearly the tale involves 
some remarkable flights of fancy. And yet, strangely enough, the vessel is 
designated as the U-29. In sober fact, the real U-29 was the submarine in 
which the noted U-boat captain Otto Weddigen was killed in 1915, during 
an attack on British naval forces. Was the insertion of a factual fragment 
into a preposterous tale merely a fluke of Lovecraft’s highly inventive 
imagination? Or did it reflect some definite motivation? Perhaps it should 
be added that, later in his career, Lovecraft expressed a rather low opinion 
of ‘The Temple’.

Even so – and also bearing in mind its originally limited distribution 
– ‘The Temple’ remains of some interest as an example of Lovecraft’s 
early fiction. This point has been widely accepted for many years: ‘The 
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Temple’ appeared in the HarperCollins edition of the Lovecraft Omnibus 
published in the 1990s. As to the general significance of Lovecraft, there 
is nowadays a discernible movement to view him as a twentieth-century 
Edgar Allan Poe. University interest in his life and writings is exemplified 
by an ingenious biographical study based on Lovecraft’s voluminous 
correspondence, and edited by S. T. Joshi and David E. Schultz. This 
book, Lord of a Visible World: An autobiography in letters, was published 
in 2000 by the Ohio University Press.

H. J. K. Jenkins 
SNR Member hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

How does one inadvertently become 
the unofficial ‘overall custodian’ of ‘The 

Mariner’s Mirror’ digital archive?
My association with the SNR website started in the same way as that of many 
other members; an email from the Honorary Secretary, Byrne McLeod, 
seeking help to create the new Mariner’s Mirror digital archive. Volunteers 
were needed to write abstracts to form the initial link when surfing the site 
and, although outside my previous experience, volunteering would give 
access to articles which had not previously been available to me. The first 
issue was allocated but due to the lack of experience just one abstract was 
written and Byrne’s opinion sought as to whether it was to the required 
standard. Having been assured that it was acceptable the remainder of 
the issue was dashed off. Mistake number one, showing enthusiasm, for 
the reply came back asking that a further issue be undertaken. And so it 
continued but by now I was ‘hooked’; an unknown producing abstracts 
of articles written by maritime history legends. 

Within months 70 abstracts had been produced going back as far as 
the second decade of the twentieth century. What struck home was how 
writing styles had changed over the decades, the recent ones being concise, 
and mainly in plain English, while those from earlier decades were more 
flowery and less easily digested.

Having now become a serial abstract writer I was one of the privileged 
few to be allowed access to the uploaded documents prior to general 
release. Being presented with such an opportunity my own contributions 
were immediately sought out. Most were quickly tracked down but in 
some cases there were multiple versions, either straight duplicates or two 
totally different abstracts. The duplicates were simply those that had been 
uploaded twice, but the different versions resulted from two members 
writing abstracts for the same issue. How this occurred is still a mystery, as 
issues were allocated individually following the submission of a previous 
batch of abstracts. What to do? I could have simply ignored the matter 
and carried on writing further abstracts. However, by now Byrne and I 
had been emailing regularly, so I was confident she would not be overly 
offended if the anomalies were pointed out. Mistake number two. Far 
from being upset she suggested abstract writing be dropped and cleaning 
up the site become the priority, allowing her to concentrate on uploading 
new abstracts.

mailto:hjkpkjenkins%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
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So started weeks of working through each category and compiling 
over-complicated listings of the duplications in the mistaken belief that 
a substantial amount of data was required to amend an abstract. This 
created confusion when it came to making the changes and, when the 
truth dawned, the number of columns was reduced, thereby cutting down 
the workload. All the while Byrne was allocating issues and uploading 
new abstracts, so cleaned-up categories were receiving further abstracts. 
This necessitated constantly returning to the beginning to seek out newly 
duplicated entries. 

It now became apparent that duplication was not the only issue, as 
consistency had reared its ugly head. This was not surprising as abstracts 
were written by literally hundreds of members from across the globe and, 
although exemplars were provided, the chances of their being followed 
to the letter was remote. My concern was the variation in the abstract 
title styles and how they appeared when opening an archive page, not the 
content of the abstracts which was the responsibility of the writers. The 
inconsistencies were numerous and included abstracts with or without 
subtitles, series part numbers omitted or in the incorrect location. The 
clean-up now involved not only the duplicates but the inconsistencies 
too. The lists were becoming ever longer but Byrne never complained and 
carried on making the suggested amendments. However, on one occasion 
her party was spoiled. Having celebrated the uploading of the two-
thousandth abstract she received an extensive list of duplicates which took 
the total back down into the nineteen hundreds! Thankfully this slight 
hiccup was overcome, as will be seen later.

Up to this point individual parts of a series had not been of concern 
but it became apparent that there were inconsistencies here too, including 
incorrect publication dates, subtitles or part numbers. So started a period 
of working through the elements of a number of very long series, such 
as Admiral Ballard’s Memoirs and his history of British battleships of 
1870. The latter series consisted of sixteen parts, published over a six-year 
period, and checking involved trawling through the Taylor and Francis 
online platform tracking down the correct details. This exercise was further 
complicated by the first and last elements having different titles to the rest. 
The scale of the work can be judged by the fact that the amendments for 
the ‘Battleships’ series covered a full A4 sheet in single line spacing. Such 
extended series of articles were a feature from issue one and continued for 
some time but eventually fell out of favour. More recently multipart series 
have been the exception. Why this should be I am not sure, but maybe the 
time constraints on today’s academics limits them to single articles. 

An interesting aside occurred while researching a series spanning the 
years prior to, and immediately after, the First World War. In 1914 nine 
issues were published and in 1919 just six. It was wrongly assumed that 
the six 1919 issues had been produced every two months, thereby giving 
the incorrect dates for the amendments. The Hon. Sec. soon put me right, 
as she had access to the hard-copy archive. It should have been obvious 
that the Society stopped publication of The Mariner’s Mirror when war 
was declared in August 1914 and recommenced production again in mid-
1919. Interestingly, the journal was published throughout the Second 
World War, even though paper was at a premium and maritime historians 
were presumably preoccupied with the war effort. Initially the Society 
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produced 12 editions per annum and it was not until the beginning of 1924, 
under the editorship of W. G. Perrin, that the now familiar four issues per 
year became the norm. This would appear to have been inevitable, as the 
number of articles per issue had been declining for some time. Although 
the familiar February, May, August and November cycle is now the 
accepted format, on more than one occasion reference is made to previous 
articles that appeared in April.

Only the surface of the multipart series had been scratched and towards 
the end of January 2015 it was realized that a more methodical approach 
was needed. Starting again at the beginning of the database, and working 
category by category, every series was identified. Little was it realized 
that there were virtually one hundred, although very long series were the 
exception, with the vast majority being of one, two or three instalments. 
Almost inevitably the longest series, ‘The Unarmoured Branches of the 
British Navy – 1875’, came from the pen of Admiral G. A. Ballard. He 
single-handedly produced at least 63 articles and, for the 20 years between 
1929 and 1949, at least one was published in every single year. 

Extensive multipart series featured most prominently during the first 
decade of publication, under the editorships of L. G. Carr Laughton and R. 
C. Anderson. Not only were they the editors but also major contributors. 
Carr Laughton wrote at least 32 articles and Anderson 70, which may 
explain why multipart series were so popular during their time in charge.

Rarely did one member write all the abstracts of a series, so not 
unsurprisingly different filters were allocated to articles concerning the 
same basic subject matter. With three or more elements there was little 
chance of one category containing them all, therefore to read a complete 
series would require a search of the entire site. It seemed to make sense 
that all the elements of a series should appear in at least one time and 
one location category. By identifying the series’ parts and their locations 
a decision could be made as to which should have missing filters added. 
Generally the decision was already made, as frequently some categories 
contained more abstracts than the remainder. If a series consisted of two 
parts it seemed pointless completing just two categories, so in such cases 
the missing filter was added to the abstracts. Each new filter meant an 
additional abstract on the site, so the losses caused earlier in the exercise 
were now starting to be made good. 

The method of operation had been to work through each page of the 
site seeking out the parts of series, which obviously was extremely time-
consuming. By sheer good luck a series title was accidentally pasted into 
the search box in the top right corner of the window and up popped all the 
uploaded elements of that series. The workload was suddenly dramatically 
reduced, as here were the abstracts with the filters and publication dates 
laid out in order. Work now progressed more quickly but it still consumed 
three months of spare time to make sense of the multipart series. The scale 
of this exercise can be judged by the fact that the series’ amendments ran 
to over 800 lines of an Excel spreadsheet. The multiseries now made far 
more sense but until the missing parts are produced a number will still be 
incomplete. 

Having informed the Hon. Sec. that the clean-up of the multiseries was 
complete it was assumed there was little left to do. Mistake number three, 
as the request came back that missing obituaries and any inconsistencies be 
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identified. This exercise was already under way but again other gremlins 
crept in. The treatment of the Annual Lectures also varied and, as 2015 
marks 101 years of publication, there could be that number of lecture titles 
to locate and, if necessary, amend! Luckily the Society did not start annual 
lectures until May 1931, during R. C. Anderson’s editorship of the journal, 
although tracking them down has proved no easy task, as different editors 
treated lecture reporting differently.

A year down the road the site is still not perfect but the errors now have 
to be sought out, rather than jumping from the page. Hopefully, the early 
quality concerns have been dispelled and it is recognised that the Society now 
possesses a professional looking web-based archive, containing as it does, a 
vast breadth and depth of subject matter. However, there is still a long way 
to go, as so far mainly the article abstracts have been written and uploaded. 
There are considerable numbers of Notes, Reports and Documents, etc., to 
produce, so the clean-up will not be completed any time soon. 

Finally, returning to the opening question – I’m still not sure how it 
happened but I have thoroughly enjoyed every minute and gained a great 
deal from being the unofficial ‘overall custodian’ of the website.

Graham Buckton
SNR Member

A ‘Different’ Three-masted Privateer Schooner

The item regarding the French three-masted privateer schooner Mouche 
(Topmasts 13, 12) seems to have aroused interest. For such reasons, a 
reference to Colonel H. de Poyen’s Les guerres des Antilles de 1793 à 1815 
(Paris 1896), p. 296, should perhaps be added here. This citation involves 
the Jeune Gabrielle of 1806, another three-masted privateer schooner of 
the same period as the Mouche.

De Poyen states that the Jeune Gabrielle was part of Guadeloupe’s 
flotilla, and armed with eight 9-pounder guns. Captured by the Royal 
Navy’s Leeward Islands Command, her noteworthy rig and eight-gun 
armament are confirmed by The National Archives ADM 1/327, Letter 
124. Clearly, this armament would have implied various substantial 
differences as compared with the single-gun Mouche, although some other 
points evidently reflected rather similar design considerations.

While of interest for their own sake, resulting questions about such 
three-masted privateer schooners also raise a matter of more general 
significance. They tell of remaining gaps in our knowledge about various 
aspects of commerce raiding in the Caribbean theatre during the French 
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars – with the Franco-American Quasi-
War embedded, so to say, in the wider hostilities. The complex interaction 
between seapower, commercial pressures, and ideological factors remains 
a fruitful field of study. In that regard, an outstanding campaign was 
instigated by Victor Hugues, the so-called ‘Colonial Robespierre’. For 
what could be termed a ‘200th anniversary’ article, see the present writer’s 
‘Guadeloupe’s Commerce Raiding 1796–98: Perspectives and Contexts’, 
in Mariner’s Mirror 83 (1997), 303–9.

H. J. K. Jenkins
SNR Member hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

mailto:hjkpkjenkins%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
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‘Return to Dunkirk of Lucy Lavers’

Three weeks after setting out for Dunkirk, on Thursday 28 May Lucy 
Lavers returned home to the harbour at Wells-next-the-Sea. She covered 
385 nautical miles on her voyage, was visited by over 200 schoolchildren, 
crossed The Channel alongside nearly 60 other ‘Dunkirk Little Ships’, 
and carried over 60 crew members along the way.

‘Lucy Lavers’ at Aldeburgh. Photograph by Wendy Pritchard

‘Lucy Lavers’ at Dunkirk, welcoming the Duke of Kent. Photogra[h by Rescue Wooden Boats
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Since finding Lucy Lavers four years ago, the charity Rescue Wooden 
Boats mission has been to restore, tell her story, and send her back to 
Dunkirk this May for the 75th Anniversary of Operation Dynamo. Over 3 
weeks, Lucy Lavers made her way down the east coast of England towards 
France and back, stopping at different ports so that everyone – especially 
young people – could board her and experience being on this very special 
boat. It has been an emotional journey of discovery, remembrance, and 
celebration.

Now she’s returned from Dunkirk, Lucy Lavers will live in Wells-
next-the-Sea, Norfolk, and will give pre-booked, educational trips to help 
people understand and experience our maritime heritage. Her story will 
continue to be told, through films, photographs and displays at the Rescue 
Wooden Boats’ Visitor Centre in Stiffkey, Norfolk, nr23 1qf – open at 
weekends, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., from Easter to end of October, and online at 
www.rescuewoodenboats.com.

The escape of ‘Zeenamshoop’
Another 75th Anniversary 

On 15 May 1940 HMS Venomous was escorting two minesweepers near 
the Goodwin Sands when a Dutch lifeboat was sighted making distress 
signals. Her deck was packed with refugees from the Netherlands who 
had left Scheveningen, the harbour and seaside resort for The Hague at 
dusk the previous evening, the day the Netherlands surrendered. She had 
been hijacked by four university students and the refugees were mostly 
Jewish, some Dutch but others German, desperate to escape death in the 

‘Zeemanshoop’ (picture taken from link in Holywell House publishers press release 

http://www.rescuewoodenboats.com
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camps of Nazi Germany. They were taken aboard Venomous and landed 
at Dover that evening.

On 14 May this year a hundred men and women from three continents 
assembled at Scheveningen to commemorate the 75th anniversary of their 
rescue. They included one of the students, 95-year-old Karel Dahmen, 
and a 92-year-old ‘schoolboy’, Loet Velmans. The Mayor of The Hague 
and the British ambassador were there and the 90-year-old Dutch lifeboat, 
Zeemanshoop (Seaman’s Hope), newly restored took them round the 
harbour. 

The son and daughter of Lt Cdr John McBeath, the CO of HMS 
Venomous in May 1940, attended, and the Royal Navy sent HMS 
Trumpeter, the Cambridge University Royal Navy Unit’s training ship, to 
the reunion of the families of the 46 men and women on the Zeemanshoop.

For a full account of the anniversary reunion, go to www.
holywellhousepublishing.co.uk/anniversary2.html 

Ship Rigging Question

I wonder if you would possibly be kind enough to pass this query and 
photograph to any knowledgeable member of your Society, who might 
shed some light on the enigma.

A couple of weeks ago I pur chased a rather striking painting depicting 
a fully-rigged ship on the left (you can see the ends of the yards on the 
left of the picture) and a smaller vessel sailing at a rate of knots in the 
lee of the square rigger. The painting, an oil, is by Barry Chavez who is 
apparently an American artist living in the Atlantic City region of the 
States. I understand the work was completed in the mid-1990s.

http://www.holywellhousepublishing.co.uk/anniversary2.html
http://www.holywellhousepublishing.co.uk/anniversary2.html
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I have never seen a vessel rigged in this fashion before! Looking through 
Alan Moore’s brilliant work Last Days of Mast and Sail I can deduce that 
she is a high-peaked dipping lugger, schooner rigged with a high-footed 
foresail, but I am quite sure there must be a local name for craft rigged in 
this way. She strikes me as a working boat of about nineteenth-century 
vintage (the painting itself is titled Fishing Boats Mid-ocean) and possibly 
Dutch or French, but really I am only guessing.

The artist obviously wished to depict her sailing in a very fresh breeze, 
and she is certainly moving! It would have been a thrilling sail indeed. 
Anyway, thanking you in advance for any information which might be 
possibly forthcoming from any of your members.

Maurice W. E.Withers
Royal North of Ireland Y. C. Belfast

Royal Cape Y. C. Cape Town South Africa

If you can help Maurice to identify the fishing boat in the picture, please 
send your thoughts and ideas to topmasts@snr.org.uk and they will be 
forwarded to Maurice.

The Fenland Lighter Project
A vanished lake, an affluent clergyman, 

and some naval connections

Regarding cultural links involving the North Sea and the Ouse–Nene 
Complex of waterways, it is worth mentioning some yachts which 
migrated, around two centuries ago, from the Norfolk Broads to the 
Fenland lake of Whittlesey Mere, close to Peterborough. Drained in 
Victorian times, this same lake was, in its day, a relic of the Fenlands’ 
ancient past: broad but shallow, it served as a regional focus for a range 
of social and sporting activities. Not surprising, therefore, that a number 
of Norfolk yachts ventured out from Yarmouth, coasted round to the 
Wash, and then used various inland waterways to reach Whittlesey Mere. 

Some evidently remained there 
permanently. However, the 
available documentation is often 
very sparse – despite, for instance, 
several Fenland Lighter Project 
queries published in the last 
century by the Norfolk Wherry 
Trust.

J. M. Heathcote’s Reminiscences 
of Fen and Mere (London 1876) 
is of particular interest regarding 
the Norfolk yacht Bure. It 
appears that she was sizeable, 
cutter-rigged and with a saloon 
which on occasion seated eight 
diners. Owned by an affluent 
Norwich clergyman, she reached 
Whittlesey Mere around 1805. 

The Norfolk yacht Bure, drawing by H. J. K. 
Jenkins

mailto:topmasts%40snr.org.uk?subject=Unknown%20Lugger
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Purchased for £120, the Bure evidently then remained in the Fenlands 
for the rest of her lengthy career. At various times, her owners included 
individuals whose surnames spoke of long-running Admiralty/Royal 
Navy connections: Montagu, Gascoyne, Wells. The accompanying sketch 
can only be tentative: it includes some likely Fenland modifications such 
as a standing mast.

Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website for more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

Grant awards

The Research and Programmes Committee have recently considered 
various applications for grant funding from the Anderson Bequest Fund 
and the Tomlin Fund. They are pleased to announce that the following 
have been successful.

The Lusitanian Centenary Conference, that was held at Clydebank Town 
Hall on 13 May, was awarded £250. This conference explored aspects of 
Lusitania’s design, construction and sinking.

The Statesmen an Seapower Conference, held at the National Museum 
of the Royal Navy, Portsmouth on 17–18 April was awarded £500 to 
assist their keynote speaker, Professor John Hattendorf, to attend from 
America.

Professor Karen Sayer, from Leeds Trinity University, was awarded £500 
towards her research on British lightships 1732–1989.

Renard Gluzman, a PhD student from Tel Aviv University, was offered 
£500 to assist his research into private shipping in Renaissance Venice 
1480–1550.

Dr Kimberly Monk, from Bristol University, was awarded £450 in part 
funding towards her research on sloops of war.

SNR News
John Kearon, Victory Medal winner, 13 June 2015

John Kearon is an internationally recognized historic vessel conservator 
with an outstanding record in the preservation of such vessels in the UK 
and abroad.

John served his boatbuilding apprenticeship in Tyrrell’s Shipyard, 
Arklow, renowned for building superb wooden vessels of all kinds, 
including the former Asgard II, the Republic of Ireland’s sail training 
brigantine. Sadly, she sank in 2008 after striking a submerged object, 
(possibly a container) in the Bay of Biscay.

Following a spell at sea, John took up full time boatbuilding and repair, 
working on high value traditional craft in France. In 1979 he was appointed 
as the first ship-keeper at Merseyside Maritime Museum, joining in the 

http://www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html
mailto:hjkpkjenkins%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
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earliest days of the formation of the museum and becoming a major force in 
conserving the existing boat collection and in the subsequent acquisition, 
conservation and display of other vessels.

Specifically, John set up public conservation workshops at the museum 
(among the first of their kind), developing conservation programmes of 
work carried out in front of visitors to promote wider understanding, and 
conserving vessels such as the Morecombe Bay Nobby Peggy. In 1982 he 
provided the technical support for the acquisition of Edmund Gardner, a 
700-ton, 200-f00t 1953 diesel Mersey pilot cutter, developing the dry-dock 
repair programme, overseeing the subsequent conservation programme, 
and providing the technical specifications leading to permanent dry 
docking and public display of this ship in the Canning Graving Docks. 
John’s work on this ship through a mix of permanent staff and trained 
volunteers set new standards in ship conservation and management which 
in their time made Edmund Gardner the best conserved ship in the UK. 
The approaches he developed then are still drawn on today.

In 1984 John advised on the building of Spirit of Merseyside – a replica 
of one of the large sailing pilot cutters which served the Mersey in the 
nineteenth century, built as a sail training vessel for the Ocean Youth 
Club and operating out of the museum. Also in 1984 John provided 
conservation advice ahead of the acquisition of the auxiliary powered 
schooner De Wadden (built Holland 1917), the last sailing ship to trade 
on the Mersey, thereafter devising the conservation management plan to 
take the ship back to her original configuration. Later in that decade John 
was appointed head of conservation serving all the museums in what was 
to become National Museums Liverpool.

Until his retirement in 2006/7 John was not only instrumental in 
developing further international standards for ship and boat conservation, 
but also led key conservation programmes for museums outside the UK, 
notably the conservation of the late eighteenth-century Bantry Boat in 
Dublin. This work brought him into joining the Advisory Committee 

John Kearnon receiving the Victory Medal from Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton
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on Historic Ships, on which he served (and its successor body) until 
2011. During that time he was commissioned by the National Museum 
of Ireland to undertake the full conservation of Erskine Childer’s yacht 
Asgard, which was instrumental in the 1916 uprising. John completed this 
project in 2013, setting new standards in vessel conservation projects – 
his painstaking coring out of the degraded hull fixings and replacement 
with new in wooden dowels, and his meticulous scarfing of new frames 
and planking, thereby retaining maximum original timbers, is frankly 
mind-boggling. He is now completing the publication on this outstanding 
conservation project.

In parallel, John has also been involved with several RNLI lifeboat 
conservation projects, supported smaller maritime museums such as 
Lancaster (owners of the Morecombe Bay trawler Harriet) and is currently 
standing alongside the Manx Heritage Trust in their delicate conservation 
programme for the eighteenth-century Manx yacht Peggy.

John joined the Council of Experts for National Historic Ships UK 
in 2012, and in 2013 became a member of the HMS Victory Technical 
Committee, where his knowledge of hull fixings and ships timbers is 
unrivalled.

Overseas news
Former Dutch naval vessel ‘Buffel’ is moved 

from Rotterdam to Hellevoetsluis

Buffel (Buffalo) is a Dutch naval ship, that was built by the British 
shipyard Napier & Sons in Glasgow in 1868. After a long period in the 
naval service it was sold to the City of Rotterdam in 1973, where, after 

‘Buffel’ at Leuvehaven, Rotterdam
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a thorough refurbishment, it became a museum ship and part of the 
Maritime Museum Rotterdam. From 1979 to January 2013 people were 
able to visit the ship at the Maritime Museum in the Leuvehaven and step 
back in time. Because of cutbacks the Buffel was moved to Hellevoetsluis 
in October 2013 where the Stichting Museumschip De Buffel (Foundation 
Museum Ship The Buffel) now takes care for this historic vessel. For more 
information see http://debuffel.nl/

New director for Het Scheepvaartmuseum, Amsterdam

From 1 October 2014 Pauline Krikke is the new general director of 
Het Scheepvaartmuseum (The Maritime Museum) in Amsterdam. She 
succeeded Willem Bijleveld, who is now director of the Netherlands Open 
Air Museum in Arnhem. With Henk Dessens, Director of Collections, she 
forms the board of Het Scheepvaartmuseum. Previously Pauline Krikke 
was alderman of the City of Amsterdam and mayor the City of Arnhem. 
She is recognized as being ideally suited to lead Het Scheepvaartmuseum 
to the next phase. For more information see www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.
nl/?t=English

Merger Maritime Museum Rotterdam and Port Museum: two ships 
sailing under a united flag

On 1 January 2015 the Maritime Museum Rotterdam, one of the leading 
maritime museums in the Netherlands, merged with the Port Museum of 
Rotterdam, which was located next door. The name of the new museum is 
Maritime Museum Rotterdam, which keeps and displays more than 850,000 
nautical objects related to ships and travel such as ship models, paintings, 
and atlases. In the Maritime Museum Rotterdam visitors can discover the 
enormous effect that shipping has on our daily lives. Adventurers large 
and small can go on a journey through the maritime past and present 
in modern exhibitions. The museum is situated in one of the oldest and 
largest museum harbours of the Netherlands, where historic vessels and 
cranes can be visited and experienced. For more information see www.
maritiemmuseum.nl/en

New director for MAS | Museum aan de Stroom, Antwerp

On 1 March 2015 Marieke van Bommel began as the new director of 
the MAS | Museum aan de Stroom in Antwerp. For the past decade she 
was linked to the Maritime Museum Rotterdam, the last two years as 
managing director. With Van Bommel the City of Antwerp selected a 
cultural manager par excellence. She succeeds Carl Depauw, who has led 
the MAS for the last decade, and from 1 March will include a new function 
as coordinator of the Art Museums in Antwerp. For more information see 
www.mas.be/Museum_MAS_EN

Ron Brand, Maritime Museum, Rotterdam
SNR Overseas Corresponding Member in the Netherlands

http://debuffel.nl/
http://www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl/%3Ft%3DEnglish
http://www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl/%3Ft%3DEnglish
http://www.maritiemmuseum.nl/en
http://www.maritiemmuseum.nl/en
http://www.mas.be/Museum_MAS_EN
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Call for Papers
The Trafalgar Chronicle

The Trafalgar Chronicle is the yearbook of the 1805 Club and it celebrates 
its silver anniversary this year.

Proposals are sought for articles of 3,000 to 5,000 words dealing with 
any aspect of the sailing navy in the Georgian era. The theme of Trafalgar 
Chronicle this year is the victory of sea power, but articles on any aspect 
of the age of sail will be considered. 

The Trafalgar Chronicle contains a number of articles by distinguished 
historians but there is also scope for amateurs, first-timers and especially 
undergraduates to try their hand at writing. Contributors do not need 
to be members of the 1805 Club. The Trafalgar Chronicle is also well 
illustrated, and has a track record of publishing rare and unusual images. 

Since its inception The Trafalgar Chronicle has established itself as one 
of the leading sources of information and for publishing new research 
about the sailing navy in the years between approximately the mid-1700s 
to mid-1800s. As its title suggests, The Trafalgar Chronicle has contained a 
large number of article about the battle of Trafalgar and about the officers 
and men who fought at that battle, but there has also been an extensive 
range of subjects dealing with the sailing navy in general. An index can 
viewed on the Club’s website (see http://1805club.org).

Although the deadline for the silver jubilee edition of The Trafalgar 
Chronicle has passed, proposals for articles should be sent to peterhore@
btinternet.com. A style guide is available.  

Conferences
The Environmental Histories of Ports and Ocean Trade

The Centre for Port and Maritime History 
Annual Conference 2015 

Liverpool 18–19 September 2015

The Centre for Port and Maritime History hosts an annual interdisciplinary 
conference, with a different theme each year. In 2012 we invited colleagues 
to talk on Port City Lives, in 2013 our topic was The Otherness of Port 
Cities and in 2014 we discussed Vectors. 

The waterfront of the great port city of Liverpool is still dotted with 
huge warehouses that were once dedicated to the oceanic trade in a wide 
variety of different natural products; from rice and sugar to bananas and 
cotton. They are testament to profoundly important commodity trades 
that encircled the world, helping to establish Liverpool as a leading 
commercial metropolis of the British Empire. The 4th annual Port City 
Lives conference will reflect on the theme of The Environmental Histories 
of Ports and Ocean Trade.

https://portcitylives.wordpress.com 

http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences%20and%20seminars
http://1805club.org
mailto:peterhore%40btinternet.com?subject=Trafalgar%20Chronicle
mailto:peterhore%40btinternet.com?subject=Trafalgar%20Chronicle
https://portcitylives.wordpress.com
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The Navy and the Great War – Politics and Naval Power

International Congress marking the Great War Centenary 
The Portuguese Naval Academy, 14–16 October 2015

Professor John Hattendorf, the renowned naval and maritime historian, 
chairman of the Naval History Department of the Naval War College, 
will be the guest speaker. The congress will address marine and naval 
subjects, relating to the Great War, concerning not only the Portuguese 
participation but also the internal and external states’ politics that relate 
to naval warfare during that conflict. The conference will consist of 
presentations of a scientific nature (around 25 to 40 minutes) and round 
table discussions (workshops). These may be in plenary or break-out 
sessions, depending on the number of participants.

The conference programme has not been finalized, but is likely to 
include the following themes:
•	 Strategy and Naval Power (naval power, naval politics, major 

European powers, alliances, colonial issues);
•	 Law related to War at Sea (treaties to reduce conflict, humanitarian 

law, law of war);
•	 Naval War (focusing on operational, tactical and technical issues);
•	 Internal Politics and Diplomacy (the Portuguese republican 

revolution and government, Europe, England, Spain, the Colonies);
•	 Expeditionary Forces;
•	 Maritime Cultural Heritage.

Important dates
•	 28 August 2015 – deadline for submission of papers
•	 8 September 2015 – publication of selected papers
•	 30 September 2015 – publication of the congress programme
•	 14 October 2015 – start date for the congress

For more details, please contact: grandeguerra@marinha.pt or visit www.
eunaweb.eu/article430.html

Maritime Merseyside

Maritime History North Autumn 2015 Seminar 
Royal Naval HQ, Brunswick Dock, Liverpool, Saturday 10 October

Timetable
9.30 Registration and coffee
10.00 Welcome and introduction by Captain R. M. Eddleston RNR
10.05 250 years of the Liverpool Pilot Service Geoff Topp, Chairman, 

Liverpool Retired Pilots Association
11.00 The rise and fall of ‘Blue Funnel’: a Greek Tragedy? Ramsey 

Dugdale, retired naval architect, Blue Funnel Line
11.45 Canadian Pacific: ‘Top Hat and Gold Headed Cane’ Captain 

Peter Woods.
 The award made to the first ship of the year to use the St 

Lawrence Seaway

mailto:grandeguerra%40marinha.pt?subject=The%20Navy%20and%20the%20Great%20War
http://www.eunaweb.eu/article430.html
http://www.eunaweb.eu/article430.html
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12.30 Lunch (please advise any special dietary requirements when 
registering)

1.15 A Dog Collar in the Docks Canon Bob Evans
 An amusing look at the work of a port chaplain
1.45 The ‘Lusitania’, Liverpool’s favourite liner, her life,loss and legacy
 Eleanor Moffat, Curator of Maritime Community History, 

Merseyside Maritime Museum
2.45 The two ‘Mauretanias’ Professor Eric Grove
3.30 Panel discussion led by Captain R. M. Eddleston RNR
4.00 Tea and close

The seminar will be held at RNHQ in Liverpool about 1 mile south of the 
Pier Head on Sefton Street at L3 4DZ where parking is safe, available and 
free. The nearest station is Brunswick Street (Mersey Rail): turn right out 
of the station, RNHQ is 500yds on the left.

Tickets (including tea, coffee and lunch): 
For members (2015) no cost 
Non-members £25 (or £10 for students including URNU)
Concession rate of £20 for members of the Liverpool Sea Urchins, the 
Liverpool Master Mariners and the LNRS

To register email: secretary.maritimehistorynorth@hotmail.co.uk.

The speakers who have kindly agreed to participate are top class and we 
anticipate an excellent, social and educational day. We do hope you will be 
able to join us and look forward to seeing you.

Alison A. Telfer RD
Treasurer and Membership Secretary

Maritime History North

Lectures 
E. G. R. Taylor Lecture

8 October 2015

Women, editing and publishing: Ivy Davison and the ‘Geographical 
Magazine’ in its first thirty years

Felix Driver, Royal Holloway, University of London
E. G. R. Taylor was the single most prolific academic contributor to 
the Geographical Magazine in the 30 years after its foundation in 1935, 
a fact that raises intriguing questions about the relationship between 
academic geography and popular publishing in the middle decades of 
the twentieth century. This lecture explores the life and career of another 
woman associated with the Magazine, Ivy Davison, who served as its 
editor for six years, but whose name does not figure in any history of 
publishing or geography. A significant contributor to Britain’s leading 
literary magazines in the interwar period, as an editor rather than author, 
her name is similarly absent from the scholarly literature on the history 

mailto:secretary.maritimehistorynorth%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=Maritime%20Merseyside
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of women’s writing and journalism, even though she worked with many 
of them, including Virginia Woolf, who employed her briefly in the early 
1930s. I will argue that Ivy Davison’s career as journalist, reviewer and 
editor sheds light on wider issues about women’s role in editorial work 
and popular geographical publishing during the twentieth century.

SNR (South) Programme 2015 
The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote 
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with 
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the 
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert 
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and 
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the 
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at 
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David 
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.

For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new 
website www.nauticalresearch.co.uk. New material or queries should be 
addressed to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld. 
com

21–25 September
French Tour: St Nazaire, Rochefort, Ile d’Aix and more. See ad in Topmasts 

14 for more information

Saturday 10 October
New Researchers’ Presentations

Wednesday 21 October
Visit to the Boatbuilding Training College (in the Historic Dockyard)

Saturday 14 November
AGM and Members’ Research Presentations

Wednesday 18 November
Visit to America’s Cup Base (on the Camber)

Saturday 12 December
Kaiser’s Pirates: Hunting German Raiding Cruisers Nick Hewitt

Parking at £2 for 24 hours is available on Saturdays in the University car 
park near the Cambridge Road roundabout, 10 minutes from the club.

http://www.nauticalresearch.co.uk
mailto:v.woodman%40ntlworld.%20com?subject=SNR%20%28South%29%20query
mailto:v.woodman%40ntlworld.%20com?subject=SNR%20%28South%29%20query
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National Maritime Museum
Staff Research Seminars

All seminars will be held between 16.00 and 17.00, and will be followed 
by refreshments. Members of the museum, adult learners, independent 
researchers, academic and university students are welcome to attend the 
seminars. Please contact the Research Administrator on 020 8312 6716 or 
research@rmg.co.uk 

26 August 2015, Boardroom
Captive Crafts: A study of creativity in Napoleonic experiences 

 of war captivity Elodie Duché, Caird Fellow
The NMM holds a rich collection of objects crafted by prisoners of war 
during the Napoleonic conflicts. Only mentioned in studies penned by 
antiquarians, these objects have received little scholarly attention. The 
context of their production, the trade in them and their recurring elements 
lie at the core of this research, which will relocate these craft items into 
a broader culture of war through a perspective that considers objects in 
relation to visual and textual representations of war detention.

30 September 2015, Boardroom
The Age of Revolutions in the Indian and Pacific Oceans 

Sujit Sivasundararm, Sackler-Caird Fellow
While scholars have studied the convergence between the revolutions of 
the Atlantic Ocean, they have not undertaken a sustained exploration 
of the connections across the Indian and Pacific Oceans in the ‘Age of 
Revolutions’. This paper is an overview of a new project on the mutation 
of revolution to imperialism in the Indian and Pacific Oceans in the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

28 October 2015, Boardroom
Recording wartime shipping on the Thames: the dazzle paintings of 

John Everett Gwen Yarker, Caird Fellow
During the First World War, John Everett was commissioned as a war 
artist to work on shipping on the Thames. The resulting work offers the 
most vivid account of shipping on the London river in the final months 
of the war. This paper discusses the reasons behind the choice of Everett 
and, through the collection at the NMM, explores his project at a critical 
moment for the nation.

25 November 2015, Boardroom
‘The public only comes to Greenwich to see the Nelson relics . . . and the 

smallest cannon in the world’: Captain Cook and the NMM 
Katy Barrett, Curator of Art, and Nigel Rigby, Head of 
Research

The quote here is from an NMM report of 1957 (‘A Sense of Direction’). 
Captain Cook may not have enjoyed the same museum standing as 
Nelson but he has been an equal staple of it through a series of galleries, 
exhibitions and conferences, publications and, more recently, learning 
and digital-media programmes. In 2018 the museum will open an new 

mailto:research%40rmg.co.uk%20?subject=Staff%20Research%20Seminars%20enquiry


Topmasts no. 15

33

exploration gallery: the seminar will look at Cook’s history here and 
discuss the challenges of making an iconic figure fresh and relevant to 
today’s audiences.

16 December 2015, Boardroom
1649 and All That: Mr Pepys and the history of England 

Robert Blyth, Senior Curator of World and Maritime History
In their 1930 classic, 1066 and All That, W. C. Sellar and R. J. Yeatman 
noted that Samuel Pepys was ‘memorable for keeping a Dairy [sic] and 
going to bed a great deal’. This informal Christmas seminar will follow 
Pepys – diarist, naval administrator and man-about-town – through some 
of the most turbulent and eventful years in English history, from the 
execution of Charles I to the Glorious Revolution of 1688.

Alan Villiers Memorial Lecture 2015

Under the auspices of the Society for Nautical Research, The Naval 
Review and the Britannia Naval Research Association with the support of 
the Hudson Trust. The main speaker will be Professor Andrew Lambert, 
Kings College, University of London, and his topic will be announced 
later.

The event will include a paper by the winner of the BritishNavalHistory.
com Graduate Researcher Essay Competition 2015, and an illustrated talk 
about Alan Villier’s photography. 

The lecture will take place at Pembroke College, University of Oxford, 
on Wednesday 14 October 2015. Registration from 12.30 p.m.; Luncheon 
at 1.00pm; Lectures begin at 2.00 p.m.;Trafalgar Dinner 7.30 p.m. Tickets 
for luncheon and refreshments £25.00; Lectures only, no charge. For 
more information and tickets please contact the AVML organizers at: 
amvlpurser@ntlworld.com

The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings 2015/2016

The programme for the next season has just been published. The usual 
start time is now 18:30, with the Wardroom bar open from 17:45.

14 September 2015
The Fascinating Early Years of Royal Dutch Shell  A film

12 October 
T. E. Lawrence & the Red Sea Patrol John Johnson-Allen

9 November 
Marine Art Displayed: A Master-Class Ossie Jones
NB: a buffet supper will be served beforehand (Talk-only is not possible 

on this occasion)

14 December 2015
Surgeon on a Troopship Dr Robert Bruce-Chwatt

mailto:amvlpurser%40ntlworld.com?subject=Alan%20Villiers%20Memorial%20Lecture
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11 January 2016
The History of the Five Ark Royals Rear-Admiral David Snelson

8 February 2016
200 Years of Swire and the China Navigation Company Robert Jennings

21 March 2016 
Refugee Merchant Fleets & the Allied War Effort in the Second World War 

Captain Adrian White

The lectures (with the exception of the 9 November master class) are 
followed by an optional supper: two courses and a glass of wine, at a cost 
of £32 (£27 for WT Friends) with a donation of £5 requested from those 
who attend the talk only.

Bookings for the talk (and supper) should be made by the Thursday 
prior to the talk, by calling Alison Harris (0207 836 8179) or email to 
info@thewellingtontrust.com

Devonport Heritage Centre

Evening illustrated talk 13 August 2015 7 p.m.–9 p.m.

Surcouf: The Bloody Boarding of a French Submarine at Devonport 
David J. B. Smith, author 

Please note: pre-booking is required via Devonportnavalheritage@gmail.
com or 01752 554200. A £2 donation is advised. Late admittance is not 
allowed. See https://devonportnhc.wordpress.com
Devonport Naval Heritage Centre
Near Granby Way (follow sign at corner of Albany Street)
Granby Way, Plymouth PL1 4HG

Exeter University Podcasts

The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies at Exeter University has begun 
a new initiative to record its events, and to make these publically available, 
creating an online visual and sound archive of the Centre’s activities, and 
those of its members. New podcasts will be posted regularly. Current 
podcasts include:

Images of Piracy by Professor Maria Fusaro, Director of the Centre for 
Maritime Historical Studies at Exeter University who comments on the 
panel ‘Images of Piracy’, at the conference ‘Corsairs and Pirates in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, 15th–19th Centuries’ held at the Sylvia Ioannou 
Foundation, Athens, 19 October 2014. All of the papers from the 
conference are available to view here.

Navies and Revolutions: Defining the Royal Navy, Creation and 
Development, 1660–1749 by Sam McLean of King’s College London, 

mailto:info%40thewellingtontrust.com?subject=Wellington%20trust%20talks
mailto:Devonportnavalheritage%40gmail.com?subject=Evening%20talk%2013%20August
https://devonportnhc.wordpress.com
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who speaks about the institutional development of the Royal Navy during 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, from a seminar on ‘Navies and 
Revolutions’ held at the University of Exeter on 27 November 2013.

Navies and Revolutions: The Fronde in France during the 1640s by 
Dr Alan James of King’s College London, who speaks about the Fronde 
revolution in mid-seventeenth century France, from a seminar on ‘Navies 
and Revolutions’ held at the University of Exeter on 27 November 2013.

http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/
podcasts/ 

Events and Exhibitions
National Maritime Museum Cornwall

For those visiting with families or without, NMMC is always worth a 
visit.

The Vikings have landed there with the opening of the highly anticipated 
Viking Voyagers exhibition. Exploring the story of why the Vikings are 
one of the most iconic cultures of all time, the two-year exhibition reveals 
the secret to the Vikings’ success.

Inviting visitors to take a journey into the Viking world and explore 
the truth behind the popular myth of the bloodthirsty raiders it offers the 
opportunity to get up close to rare antiquities on loan from the British 
Museum, National Museum of Ireland, National Museum of Denmark 
and Manx National Heritage.

Lectures, family themed make-and-take activities, Viking sleepovers, a 
Nordic café menu, dedicated Viking school workshops and Viking battle 
re-enactments on ‘Thorsdays’, every Thursday of the school holidays, 
as well as a host of other supportive Viking themed activities add to an 
extraordinary journey into the Viking world.

Viking Voyagers is open until 2 January 2017.
http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php?/whatson/events/viking_

voyagers/ 

Merseyside Maritime Museum 

Cunard 175
2015 is the 175th anniversary of the creation of the Cunard Line. This 
display celebrates the people, ships, and events that have connected 
Cunard and Liverpool for 175 years.

In 1840 Samuel Cunard founded the British and North American Royal 
Mail Steam Packet Company, operating between Liverpool, Halifax, and 
Boston. The line has become synonymous with passenger travel and the 
company’s red-and-black funnel has been a familiar sight at the Liverpool 
waterfront since the first transatlantic voyage in July 1840.

Throughout the company’s history it forged links with Liverpool 
that are visible in the city’s fabric. The Cunard building, the company’s 
headquarters, opened in 1916 and became a genuinely iconic part of the 

http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/podcasts/
http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/podcasts/
http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php%3F/whatson/events/viking_voyagers/
http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php%3F/whatson/events/viking_voyagers/
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waterfront as one of the ‘Three Graces’. In wartime and in peace Cunard 
was, and continues to be, a central part of Liverpool’s maritime story.

This display features objects from National Museums Liverpool’s 
maritime history collections and Maritime Archives which show the long 
association between Cunard and Liverpool. The story of some of the most 
stylish ships in the world is told through the lives of the people who sailed 
them and the company that built them.

Follow the Cunard trail around the museum: download it or pick 
up a copy when you visit. www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/
exhibitions/cunard-175 

National Maritime Museum 
For anyone at a loose end during the summer holidays, find a young 
family member and they will be your passport to a wonderful experience 
at the National Maritime Museum:

Against Captain’s Orders: a journey into the uncharted

National Maritime Museum and Punchdrunk Enrichment present a 
groundbreaking family adventure for 6- to 12-year-olds.

With so much history, so many objects, so many stories, so many 
doorways to other times and other worlds, ‘Against Captain’s Orders: a 
journey into the uncharted’ will take you on a theatrical journey through 
the museum, the like of which has never been seen before. Anyone brave 
enough to get on board will scarcely believe what will happen next . . . 
http://www.rmg.co.uk/againstcaptainsorders/ 

Tours

http://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on

19 August, 13.00, FREE
From Working Boats . . . to a Ship in a Bottle
Join the curator of art, Melanie Vandenbrouck, for tours of the art 
highlights on display at the National Maritime Museum, including Ship in 
a Bottle by Yinka Shonibare, MBE. 
Location: by the painting by Alan Sorrell, Shop, Sammy Ofer Wing, 
NMM.

16 September, 13.00, FREE
Nelson, Navy, Nation
Join the curator of art Kate Bennett on a tour of the satire on display in the 
Nelson, Navy, Nation gallery.

17 September, 15.00–16.00, £17 (price includes admission to ship)
Cutty Sark 
Join curator Jessica Lewis for a tour of Cutty Sark. Originally designed 
to last just 30 years, the famous ship is now nearly five times that age.
Discover the secrets of Cutty Sark’s successes and learn about the 2006–12 
conservation project to preserve this beautiful and unique vessel for future 
generations.

http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/exhibitions/cunard-175
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/exhibitions/cunard-175
http://www.rmg.co.uk/againstcaptainsorders/
http://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on
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Dates: 6, 8–9, 13, 15–16, 20, 22–23, 27, 30–31 August, 6, 13, 20, 27 
September, Times: 11.00, 12.00, 13.30, 14.30
Ahoy Captain! Cutty Sark Characters
For families, free with Cutty Sark entry. Go aboard to hear Cutty Sark’s 
incredible stories and to learn about life on board the fastest tea clipper, all 
brought to life by characters from the ship’s past. Meet Captain Woodget, 
Cutty Sark’s longest-serving and most daring master; Jock Willis, the man 
who built Cutty Sark; Nannie the ship’s figurehead; or the ship’s cook, 
James Robson, who all have a special story to tell. 

The National Museum of the Royal Navy 
As always, the NMRN has a number of major exhibitions at its different 
sites that tell the stories of historical events that involved the sailors, 
airmen and submariners of the Royal Navy. These are in addition all their 
regular exhibitions and activities, and the many attractions that will engage 
children and young people. 

The exhibitions: http://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/events 

Gallipoli: Myth and Memory
NMRM, Portsmouth Historic Dockyard
It is sometimes forgotten that the Dardanelles campaign was originally 
a naval campaign, hoping to ease pressure on the Western Front by sea 
power alone. However, when the focus switched to the murderous trench 
warfare ashore, the army was sustained, supported, moved, supplied and 
eventually evacuated by all branches of the Royal Navy.

World War 2: Pacific Theatre: The Fleet Air Arm in the Far East
The Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton
This exhibition tells the military and the human story of the Fleet Air 
Arm in the Far East, and the highly successful attack on the Japanese held 
oil refineries at Palembang, the largest strike ever carried out by the Fleet 
Air Arm.

First Out, Last In – Royal Navy Submarines in the First World War
The Royal Navy Submarine Museum, Gosport
This exhibition draws on every aspect of the museum’s collections, objects, 
photographs, rare moving images and personal accounts to tell a story of 
extraordinary courage and daring. 

The Royal Naval Air Service in the Dardanelles 1915
The Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton
As part of the Gallipoli Myth and Memory exhibition, this exhibition 
focuses on the role of the Royal Naval Air Service in the Dardanelles in 
1915. It tells the stories of the courage and endurance of aircrew and ground 
staff who battled the enemy, trench warfare, disease and the psychological 
pressures of the campaign.

Warneford – The Nation’s Hero
The Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton

http://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/events
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This is a new exhibition that tells the story of Flight Sub-Lieutenant 
R. Warneford, who in 1915 was awarded the Victoria Cross for single-
handedly destroyed a Zeppelin, giving the Home front reason to believe 
that the Zeppelin threat could be overcome. 

Other museums
All larger maritime museums have programmes for children and young 
people and make a great day out for the family:

The Historic Dockyard Chatham
http://www.thedockyard.co.uk/plan/events/ 

The National Maritime Museum
http://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/families 

The National Museum of the Royal Navy
http://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/events

National Maritime Museum Cornwall
http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php?/whatson/events 

Merseyside Maritime Museum
www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime

And for those who are travelling abroad, most large ports have a maritime 
museum worth visiting, from Tallin (in Fat Margaret tower), and the 
Lennusadam Seaplane Harbour, to the extensive French Musée national 
de Marine in Paris, Brest, Port-Louis, Rochefort andToulon

Books by Members

John Johnson-Allen T. E. Lawrence and the Red 
Sea Patrol: The Royal Navy’s Role in Creating the 
Legend Pen & Sword Military, 2 June 2015, 141 pp,  
isbn 9781473838000

From the publisher: ‘Although many books have 
been written about T.  E. Lawrence and the Arab 
Revolt, none before has fully explored the pivotal 
role of the Royal Navy in the Red Sea at the time. 
This is the first book to be written about the navy’s 

role in the success of the Arab Revolt in the creation of the legendary figure 
of Lawrence of Arabia. Following extensive and detailed research into 
the activities of the ships of the Red Sea Patrol by the author, a maritime 
historian and former Merchant Navy officer, it has become evident that, 
without the work of those ships, the Arab revolt would have failed and 
T. E. Lawrence would have remained an obscure officer in the military 
bureaucracy of Cairo.

‘Lawrence was very aware of the importance and relevance of the Royal 
Navy in their operations in the Red Sea and commented on it on many 
occasions, notably in 1918, saying ‘The naval side of the operations, when 

http://www.thedockyard.co.uk/plan/events/
http://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/families
http://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/events
http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php%3F/whatson/events
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime
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the time comes to tell of it, will provide a most interesting case of the value 
of command of the sea . . .’ Until now, nobody has investigated this angle 
in any detail. By doing this so comprehensively, this book gives a fresh 
dimension to the Lawrence of Arabia legend.’

John Johnson-Allen will be speaking on this topic at the Wellington Trust 
Heritage Evening on 12 October in HQS Wellington on the Victoria 
Embankment opposite Temple tube station. For details see above.

University Courses
University of Hull Maritime Historical Studies Centre

The Department of History offers a BA History with Maritime History, 
and maritime history modules are also offered to students registered on 
the History Department’s MA programmes, while supervision is available 
for those seeking to undertake a PhD.

http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistory.aspx 
mhsc@hull.ac.uk

Greenwich Maritime Institute,
University of Greenwich

Maritime Studies, MA by Research combines some of the coursework 
elements of a taught MA or MSc, with a longer dissertation which, 
unlike taught masters’ programmes, must be started at the beginning of 
the course. The aim of the programme is to provide highly qualified and 
competent students who have a clearly focused research interest with 
the opportunity to complete a master’s degree. The degree will be a key 
step on the career path of anyone wishing to pursue an academic career 
in maritime history, maritime policy, maritime commerce, or maritime 
defence and security studies.

http://www2.gre.ac.uk/study/courses

University of Exeter Centre or Maritime Historical Studies

The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies was formed to promote a 
wider understanding of the significance of maritime history within the 
world of historical scholarship. 

The centre’s staff is especially committed to supervise MA and PhD 
students and to encourage them in the publication of their books and 
articles.

http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/ 
history@exeter.ac.uk 

The university’s online non-accredited short courses are designed for 
students who would like to learn about a subject with a university and 
with guidance from a tutor but without committing time and money to a 
long-term accredited programme.
The courses are available in a broad range of subjects and are studied by 

http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistory.aspx
mailto:mhsc%40hull.ac.uk?subject=Maritime%20History%20Courses
http://www2.gre.ac.uk/study/courses
http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/
mailto:history%40exeter.ac.uk?subject=Maritime%20History%20courses
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students all over the world, including aspects of maritime history. Because 
these courses do not award credits or count towards degrees, there are no 
compulsory assessments or exams. They are flexible in their delivery and 
offered entirely online and so are adaptable to fit most student’s schedules. 
Courses typically run for between 10 and 20 weeks. http://education.
exeter.ac.uk/dll/ 

New Members and Reported Deaths
1 April–31 June 2015

New Members
Full
Ken Gray, Northgate, Queensland, Australia
Terry Pyle, Chislehurst, Kent
Charles Sullivan, San Francisco, California, USA
Gary Cook, Farnham, Surrey
John Winkler, Arlington, Massachusetts, USA
Levant K. Sadikoglu, New York, USA
Jack Renner, Mancos, Colorado, USA 
David Stevens, Karabar, New South Wales, Australia
Christopher Brandon, Oxshott, Surrey
David Hayes, Chigwell, Essex
Jacqueline Reiter, Oxford
John Harris, Oxford
Graham Henderson, Balnarring, Victoria, Australia
Ian Murra, St Albans, Hertfordshire
Nick Tanton, Bracknell, Berkshire
Anthony Firth, Tisbury, Wiltshire
Frank Cummins, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA
Marcin Zamelski, Widziszewo, Koscian, Poland
Aaro Sahari, London
Colin Smith, Beaminster, Dorset
Arnold Schmidt, Turlock, California, USA
Christopher Wood, Hartlepool, Durham
Richard Spilman, Jersey, New York, USA
Mike Joslyn, South Miami, USA
Alan Glover, Axbridge, Somerset
Yeong Dal Seok, Chang-won, Republic of Korea
Peter McCracken, Ithaca, New York, USA
James Fenner, Bristol, Somerset
David Dennis, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex
George Butler, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Tyne and Wear
Theodore Rye, Alresford, Hampshire
William Waung, Hong Kong
Atul Sabharwal, Mumbai, India

Students 
Sam Furneaux, Reading, Berkshire
Lucy Parsons, Pittenweem, Fife
Andrew Collins, London
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James Repshire, Haslemere, Surrey 
Pengfei Zhang, Southampton, Hampshire
Moshe Bram, Kfar Vradim, Israel
Alan d’Henin, Huyton, Liverpool
Kevin Zhang, Naperville, Illinois, USA 
 
Reported Deaths
There were just four reported deaths
Mr D. Lawton, Maldon, Essex
Mr D. Scott, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire
Mr W. D. Thorn, Manuka, ACT, Australia
Mr D. L. Kerr, Savannah, Georgia, USA 
 

Topmasts is published on the web in February, May, August and 
November. The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first 
week of the preceding month. Please send announcements as early as 
possible to ensure that they are published. All copy should be sent to:

topmasts@snr.org.uk


