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Chairman’s Column
HMS ‘Victory’

It is now three years since the transfer of HMS Victory from the Royal 
Navy to the National Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN) in 2012.  The 
change in ownership marked a significant turning point in the history of the 
ship. Although the ship is now the responsibility of the NMRN, under the 
new arrangements the ship remains in commission and continues to be the 
flagship of the First Sea Lord. When the change in ownership occurred, the 
MoD created an endowment fund which was matched by a major donation 
from Sir Donald Gosling. These funds are held and administered by the 
HMS Victory Preservation Trust which has established a new Victory 
Technical Committee (VTC).  SNR Council member Martyn Heighton 
is Chairman of the VTC, and SNR Vice President Jonathan Coad is a 
member of the committee. Andrew Baines, Head of Historic Ships at the 
NMRN, is responsible for the work being done on the ship and Andrew 
provides a report to our AGM each year; this year’s report provided a 
very comprehensive summary and a copy of his report will be found in 
this November’s edition of The Mariner’s Mirror. The SNR continues to 
administer the Save The Victory Fund (STVF) as it has done since the 
mid-1920s and thereby provides monies to assist with conservation work 
and studies.

There continue to be two major problems with the maintenance, 
conservation and preservation of the ship: ingress of water, and the 
stabilisation and sagging of the hull.  The ingress of water has led to the 
need both to re-caulk all the deck joints and covings, and the need to 
replace significant parts of the ship’s timbers. In spite of work over the last 
two years, more work still remains to be undertaken to keep water out 
and replace decayed timbers and ship side planking. On the sagging issue, 
comprehensive studies have been conducted, the outcome of which is a 
proposal to replace the existing 22-cradle support system with a 136-prop 
system. The new system will more closely resemble the way in which a 
ship would have been supported in dock historically, and offers a much 
more benign solution for both the dock and Victory.

The experience with the Cutty Sark in 2007 emphasized the need for 
very efficient fire precautions, so other major work on the ship includes the 
recently completed installation of a new wireless fire detection system, and 
design work for a fire suppression system which will be installed this winter.

While the new conservation study and all the significant work above has 
been underway, the input of the SNR and the STVF has been somewhat 
limited. However, the STVF funded the paint analysis project in 2013 and 
research in the study has led to the decision to repaint the ship in the shade 
of yellow ochre as she had been in Nelson’s time. The STVF has also been 
able to help with funding for the analysis of timber markings, and the ship 
element of a new interpretation strategy. In due course, we also expect the 
STVF to play a part in the restoration of the figurehead.

Much work remains to be done, and it is clearly going to be many years 
before we will see the major works complete and be able once again to see 
the ship in her full glory with masts and rigging. The total programme of 
conservation and maintenance work is likely to exceed 10 years, and it is 
clear the endowment fund established when the trust was set-up will need 



Topmasts no. 16

4

augmenting. With the ship now being divorced from MoD funding, the 
NMRN and the Victory Trust will be able to bid for Heritage Lottery 
money and will be more easily able to seek funds from donations and grant-
making groups.

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s Notes

Readers will remember that in the last edition we published a question 
about the rig of a lugger depicted in a painting. Although the detail of the 
painting raises questions of the accuracy of the draughtsmanship, in this 
edition John Bethel gives a master class in the identification of small craft, 
providing a clear rationale for the conclusion that he arrives at. I am sure 
that readers will be awed by his knowledge and attention to detail. If this 
article prompts more thoughts and ideas about the identity of the vessel, 
please do pass them on to topmasts@snr.org.uk. However, the detective 
work goes on, and hopefully there will be a second instalment in the 
February edition.

I am encouraged by the responses from SNR’s Overseas Corresponding 
Members, and we have news and articles from the USA, Australia and 
Finland in this edition. I am always keen to include articles about maritime 
history, conferences and events from around the world, and am looking 
out for members who are willing to contribute. I do not expect to hear 
from everyone in each edition, so the task is not onerous. If you would 
like to contribute, drop me an email for more details.

As well as John Bethel’s analysis and the overseas contributions, this 
edition includes an article about Vice Admiral Dorling, the inspiration 
behind the Second World War Landing Ships (Tank) and the origins of 
two level ro-ro in the Mulberries at Arromanches.

Some readers may be familiar with the exploits two seamen from the 
early nineteenth century, Abie and Os, and will probably agree that the 
word ‘exploits’ is a misnomer, as our two friends spend much of their time 
trying to keep their distance from ‘authority’ in order to ensure that they 
have a quiet life in His Majesty’s Royal Navy. SNR member Peter Turner 
has produced a website about the pair, with some entertaining cartoons 
drawn by ‘Galf’, aka Peter himself. You can visit Peter’s website at www.
abandos.com. Perhaps Topmasts could carry cartoons in future editions!

2016 sees the centenary of the battle of Jutland, which is significant in so 
many ways – the first and last fleet battle of the Dreadnaughts; a strategic 
victory but tactical defeat for the Royal Navy; and the exposure of flaws 
in the design and operation of Royal Navy ships. There will be a number 
of commemorative events in the UK, Germany and Denmark, and the 
restored HMS Caroline, the last survivor of the battle still afloat, will open 
as a museum on 31 May, exactly 100 years after the start of the battle. I am 
planning to cover the centenary, both in relation to the history and reports 
on the events, so if anyone out there would like to contribute an article or 
a report, please contact me. 

Nigel Blanchford 
topmasts@snr.org.uk 

mailto:topmasts%40snr.org.uk?subject=Topmasts
http://http://www.abandos.com/?page_id=2
http://http://www.abandos.com/?page_id=2
mailto:topmasts@snr.org.uk
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A Painting Showing an Unidentified Rig
Question: In Topmasts 15, 22, there was an interesting query asking for 
help with identification of a rig from Maurice Withers, summarized here: 

‘A couple of weeks ago I pur chased a rather striking painting depicting 
a fully rigged ship on the left (you can see the ends of the yards on the 
left of the picture) and a smaller vessel sailing at a rate of knots in the 
lee of the square rigger. The painting, an oil, is by Barry Chavez who is 
apparently an American artist living in the Atlantic City region of the 
States. I understand the work was completed in the mid-1990s.

I can deduce that she is a high-peaked dipping lugger, schooner rigged 
with a high-footed foresail, but I am quite sure there must be a local name 
for craft rigged in this way. She strikes me as a working boat of about 
nineteenth-century vintage (the painting itself is titled Fishing Boats Mid-
ocean) and possibly Dutch or French, but really I am only guessing.’

Answer: The following is an answer from John P. Bethell of the Society’s 
Heritage Craft Committee after a studying of the records at present held 
in their Watercraft Information Resource.

First identification of the rig
As noted, the craft is a lugger of some sort. This immediately suggested a 
search into descriptions of craft from Europe, where there was the strongest 
development of that rig, especially in nineteenth-century Atlantic Europe.

The lugsails are described as arranged in a schooner style, with the 
smaller sail forward. This directed the search towards France, where there 
was a tendency towards that style rather than the reverse ketch style, 
with the smaller sail aft, commonly preferred in the British Isles and the 
Netherlands.

In France my thoughts concentrated on the various schooner-style 
luggers engaged in the very active sardine and other fishing on its Atlantic 
and Channel coasts during the nineteenth century, with all its associated 
cargo-carrying and other maritime services. 

Records report that the competitiveness of those years along the French 
coasts led many owners to try new ways of matching their craft and 
techniques to their very local geographic conditions. This was before our 
industrial age of mass production; each builder was doing his own thing and 
the resulting ‘one-off’ craft were being described as the viewers thought 
best, sometimes by their rig but often by their form, their function, or by 
the port from which they came.

The literature shows that one of the modifications made to the basic 
two-masted lugger rig of the French coasts was the use of topsails on high-
peaked lugsails and the incorporation of a bowsprit and jib(s). This was 
developed in parts of Brittany and Normandy to provide a powerful rig 
suited to the requirements of various fishing techniques, of dredging marl 
sand, of gathering seaweed or of being a local waterman (lamaneur) or pilot. 
It was applied to a ranging size of forms, from canot, through chaloupe to 
barge and gabard. To those who described a craft by its rig such craft were 
known as flambart or a variant (flambar, flambard, flambarde, etc.).
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The illustrations above compare 
the painting with a photograph of a 
recent reproduction of a nineteenth-
century craft from north Brittany 
rigged as a flambart. There is at first a 
striking resemblance. They are both 
two-masted decked luggers with a 
loose-footed jib to a long bowsprit. 
On both, the masts carry high-
peaked lugsails and are tall enough 
to carry topsails (one does); these are 
arranged in schooner style with the 
foremast shorter than the mainmast.

A closer look, however, does 
reveal some differences. First of all 
the painting shows a considerable 
length of deck between the prow 

and the foremast, whereas a feature of the flambart rig seems to be that the 
foremast is fully in the bow. To excuse this we can note that the artist was not 
very happy in his handling of the perspective in this part, so much so that 
his masts appear to be stepped well to starboard. I think we can attribute 

these inconsistencies to 
artist’s licence or lack of 
precise knowledge as he 
strives to make a dramatic 
painting.

Further aft, the mainsail 
is seen to be a loose-footed 
dipping lugsail that some 
would say does not belong 
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to a flambart rig. Again we might call on artist’s licence but the term 
flambart rig had a developing life and there is evidence that some early 
flambarts did not carry a boomed mainsail.

Let us not be too concerned with those differences and just admire this 
painting as an artistic representation of an event rather than a photographic 
representation. In general we can say that the two paintings have the same 
ambience and that the craft in the painting could well have been described 
as a flambard.

Other possibilities
In the Watercraft Information Resource’s (WIR) 7,000 worldwide records, 
no other type seems to offer a fitter conclusion than the above, but there 
are two areas of uncertainty. First, further searching in the literature 
reveals that not everybody in northern France was describing this rig as 
flambart or its variant. At the centre of the Normandy/north Breton coast 
is the Bay of Mont Saint-Michel, the home of the bisquine, a spectacular 
lugger rigged in a similar way but with three masts. People in that area 
also built smaller two-masted craft rigged with what elsewhere would be 
called flambart. However, they consistently reject that term and prefer to 
call this rig a petite bisquine, bisquine bayouse, bisquine goelette, or bayou 
in an obvious desire to associate it with the worldwide glory of their 
larger neighbour. Similarly, owners of flambart elsewhere have denied that 
their craft are petites bisquines. It is all psychological, which gives us just 
another factor in watercraft classification.

Second, although lugsails were rarely used for working craft in North 
America, there is pictorial evidence of craft of this type seine-netting cod 
in Newfoundland in the early nineteenth century. Those craft had in fact 

General area of the flambart rig in northern France

Concentration of that rig in northern Brittany
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been carried from Brittany in kits on board large French terreneuva cod 
fishers and were eventually replaced later in the nineteenth century by 
doris. Although the craft in the painting is clearly not seine netting there is 
just a small chance that this is the location being depicted.

From that review of the evidence I want to propose that the rig depicted 
in the extract from your painting is one described in northern France since 
the nineteenth century as a flambart, but I cannot yet suggest a location.

The subject of the painting
That was a fairly straightforward run through the WIR in answer to the 
specific question but I took advantage of further reports in WIR to look 
at other elements defining this watercraft. I have already proposed its rig 
as a flambard, its place of origin as the Channel coasts of Brittany and 
Normandy, and its period as nineteenth-century to 1940, probably in the 
latter part. Let us pull together other elements that might explain the full 
subject of the painting.

The lines of a nineteenth-century flambart from Dahouet, Brittany, used in its time as a pilote-
lamaneur, a trawler, and a coastal trader 
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Form

We saw that the flambart rig was reportedly used on a wide range of hulls 
from chaloupe, or even canot, to barge and gabard. The painting is not of 
a small (about 5 metres) canot but it could be any of the others. I suggest 
that it probably shows a transom-sterned chaloupe of about 10 metres. 
The records often associate the flambart rig with that common form. 

Function
Proposing a function for this craft is rendered difficult by the painting 
having already been entitled Fishing Boats Mid-ocean. However, I am not 
prepared to believe that any craft of the proposed size and type would sail 
out into ‘mid-ocean’ to fish. If nothing else, it would not be cost-effective. 
I think the painting’s given title is just poetic licence. 

Personally I see the craft 
depicted as performing another 
function. She is apparently fast 
and seaworthy, she is said to be 
running in the lee of a square 
rigger, and a sole figure is standing 
in the bow. To me that is a good 
representation of a pilot boat 
about to deliver its pilot. The 
literature records the powerful 
flambart rig as being chosen for 
several functions (various types 
of fishing, coasting, dredging 
marl, collecting seaweed) and in 
particular that of pilote or pilote 
lamaneur (registered waterman). 
Even the Havre pilot depicted in 
Manet’s famous painting of The 
Battle of the U.S.S. ‘Kearsarge’and 

the C.S.S. ‘Alabama’ in 1864 is confirmed as being flambart rigged. (In 
Manet’s painting her lugger foresail is lowered and she is hove to on 
mainsail and jib.) 

The difficulty with proposing the craft depicted here as a pilot boat is 
that it shows no topmasts to lower, a near necessity for any nineteenth-
century pilot working with square riggers. She appears to be about to 
crash her pole masts into the yards of the square rigger. Because the detail 
of the painting did not include that square rigger it is difficult to determine 
what is happening. Moreover, the comparative scale of the yards even 
suggests that the square rigger is well astern of the smaller craft rather 
than protecting her under its lee. However, let us put all that down to 
further artist’s licence and proceed with the possibility that the small craft 
is meant to be a pilot boat. 

That brings us back to the flambart in its equally rough home waters 
of the Channel along the Brittany and Normandy coasts. There we find 
that the Breton ports were home to a special type of larger fishing craft, all 
needing the service of local pilots. Those were the terreneuva that made an 
annual trip west to the Grand Banks of Newfoundland and the islandais 
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that went north to Iceland, both joined by their chasseurs that carried 
fresh cod back and new salt on their return. Our pilote-flambart could 
well be serving one of those. The presence of a square rigger suggests that 
her client is a terreneuva because those chose a square rig for their western 
trip, whereas the islandais preferred a schooner rig for sailing north. It 
might also explain the inclusion of ‘fishing’ in the title of this painting.

In addition to looking after the cod fishers of north Brittany we have 
already seen that pilotes flambarts were used in the larger commercial 
ports further east before being superseded there in the late nineteenth-
century by the more famous cutter rigged hirondelle de la Manche. The 
pilots there serviced square riggers coming from around the world. If I 
could have a look at the style of the hidden square rigger it might give us 
a clue to the type of client this pilot was serving and the possible situation 
and location depicted.

Terminology
What of the term itself, flambart? The literature shows this had a long 
history in northern France, including the term for St Elmo’s Fire, an 
atmospheric phenomenon reported by sailors as blue flames on the 
mast of their ships. From that it was taken up to describe the bravura 
of corsair sailors and was hence applied as a prestige term to craft using 
the early flambart rig, where it seems to have remained throughout many 
improvements. Personally I see the English-language term ‘spitfire’ as 
providing a suitable translation.

Conclusion
Evidence provided by sources identified in WIR strongly suggest that the 
smaller craft on the painting is a flambart rigged chaloupe from northern 
Brittany or Normandy. The situation depicted by the two craft together 
suggests that of a pilot and his client. How far the latter suggestion can 
be accepted might be revealed by studying a photograph of the complete 
painting. 
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The French Replica Frigate ‘Hermione’ on the 
North American Coast in June and July 2015

The original 32-gun frigate l’Hermione had 
been built at Rochefort, France, in 11 months 
in 1778–9, while the replica took 17 years of 
painstaking work between 1993 and 2014 to 
build at the same place. Old skills had to be 

relearned in creating the magnificent and faithfully reproduced modern 
version of the vessel. A typical working frigate of the time in the Concorde 
class, l’Hermione became famous as the vessel that carried the Marquis de 
Lafayette to the United States on his second trip as the advance herald for 
the arrival in July 1780 at Newport, Rhode Island, of King Louis XVI’s 
Expédition Particulière, commanded jointly by the Comte de Rochambeau 
and Admiral the Chevalier de Ternay. It was this force that eventually joined 
other French forces from the West Indies under the Comte d’Estaing, and 
American forces under General George Washington, to concentrate in the 
Chesapeake Bay area, thereby creating the strategic conditions that led to 
the surrender of General Cornwallis at Yorktown in the autumn of 1781.  
During the American War, the original Hermione had been commanded by 
Louis-René Madelaine Le Vassor, comte de La Touche-Tréville, an officer 
who would later become famous as the French admiral who repelled 
Nelson’s attack on the vessels at Boulogne in 1801 that were thought to be 
held in readiness for the invasion of England.

The full-sized replica of l’Hermione made her maiden voyage by sailing 
across the Atlantic in 2015, commanded by Captain Yann Cariou, a veteran 
of 30 years’ service in the French navy and three years additional years 
commanding the barque Belem. With 72 volunteer crew members with an 
average age of 27, the frigate left Rochefort in April and sailed south to the 



Topmasts no. 16

13

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria in the Canary Islands, before heading west 
across the Atlantic to Yorktown, Virginia. As she approached the coast of 
the United States, near the site of the 1781 battle of the Chesapeake Capes, 
the modern American Arleigh Burke class guided missile destroyer USS 
Mitscher (DDG-57) exchanged salutes with her, although the replica is 
not a part of the modern French navy, and escorted her into Chesapeake 
Bay After ceremonies at Yorktown, l’Hermione sailed northward along 
the eastern shore of North America, making similar stops at a host of 
places associated with the events of the American Revolution: George 
Washington’s home at Mount Vernon, Virginia; Alexandria, Virginia, near 
Washington dc; Annapolis, Maryland; Baltimore, Maryland; Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; New York City, where she participated in a parade of sailing 
ships on the nation’s 239th birthday on the Fourth of July; Greenport, 
New York, at the eastern end of Long Island; Newport, Rhode Island; 
Boston, Massachusetts, Castine, Maine; and Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. 
From Nova Scotia, l’Hermione headed back across the Atlantic, first to 
Brest, and then, to Rochefort.

L’Hermione arrived at Newport, Rhode Island, where this correspondent 
participated in the events, at midday on 8 July. At the Ocean Cliff Hotel 
and Resort’s Safari Room Restaurant, 350 VIP guests attended a luncheon 
and heard several speakers as they waited to see the ship pass through the 
narrow, deep water passage into Narragansett Bay. Rounding the point 

‘L’Hermione’ arriving at Newport, Rhode Island
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at the mouth of Newport Harbor, the ship manoeuvred to take a berth 
alongside the pier at Fort Adams State Park, where a throng of spectators 
was waiting. Tents had been erected on the quay at the end of the pier for 
special events and lectures, while re-enactors in period costume were also 
present. On the evening of the first day, the governor of Rhode Island, 
Gina Raimondo (DPhil, Oxford), welcomed the ship’s captain and crew. 
As part of the welcoming ceremony, the captain and each crew member 
received a specially minted medallion. At the same time, the Newport 
Historical Society ceremoniously received a sword and spurs which 
Lafayette had given to Daniel Lyman, a Continental Army officer from 
Newport.

The following day, 9 July, the ship was open to visitors and more than 
5,000 people toured the ship. Highlighting the festivities of the day was 
a wreath-laying ceremony at the Rochambeau statue in Newport. The 
event marked the 235th anniversary of the landing of French forces in 
Newport on 9 July 1780. Rear-Admiral P. Gardner Howe III, president 
of the US Naval War College, was the senior official at this event, which 
also included the naval attaché for the French embassy in Washington, 
the French consul general for New England, Fabien Fieschi, the mayors 
of Brest and Rochefort as well as state and local officials and even direct 
descendants of the comte de Rochambeau. 

Generals ‘George Washington’ and ‘Nathaniel Greene’
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Re-enactors wearing the uniforms of both French and American forces 
from the period were present and fired gun salutes, while the US Navy 
Band Northeast provided the music. Throughout the ship’s visit, members 
of the several societies of lineal descendants of the French and American 
men and women who fought in the American Revolution were on hand. 
These organizations included the Society of the Cincinnati, the Sons of the 
American Revolution, the Daughters of the American Revolution, and the 
Society of Colonial Wars.

Of all the ports of call that the replica Hermione made during her 2015 
North American cruise, the visit to Newport was the one with the longest 
direct historical association with the original ship. After she had delivered 
Lafayette to Boston, l’Hermione had been ordered to report to Admiral 
de Ternay upon his arrival at Newport. She remained under his command, 
and that of his successors, for the remainder of her time in American 
waters. Essentially, Newport was her ‘homeport’ in America, although as 
a busy frigate she travelled widely on many varied assignments, but during 
1780–1 she returned to Newport after each.

John B. Hattendorf
SNR Corresponding Member for the United States

The 2015 McMullen Naval History Symposium

The McMullen Naval History Symposium 
took place at the United States Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland on 17–18 
September 2015. This series of symposia 
dates back to 1971, when a small group 
initiated the first symposium and it was 

followed in 1973 by the first general symposium sponsored by the History 
Department of the US Naval Academy. In 1977 the symposium expanded 
to its present model with multiple sessions. Over the years, it has become 
the most widely known event for the exchange of ideas and reports on 
recent research for a wide range of topics in global naval history. The series 
was interrupted by the 11 September 2001 attacks, but revived in 2006, 
when it was named in memory of Dr John J. McMullen, Naval Academy 
Class of 1940, a naval architect, engineer, and sports club owner. 

The 2015 symposium had 274 registered attendees with more than 110 
papers presented in 42 panels during seven sessions during the two-day 
event. Vice-Admiral Walter E. ‘Ted’ Carter Jr, the 63rd superintendent of 
the Naval Academy, warmly welcomed delegates at the opening session. 
In his remarks, he noted that the meeting coincided with a number of 
other events at the Academy, including parents’ weekend for third-year 
midshipmen, a major home football game, and the change of command 
for the Chief of Naval Operations in the presence of Secretary of the 
Navy. These other events proved to be no disturbance to the work of 
naval historians present, beyond the muffled sound of drums as the 
battalion of midshipmen marched past Mahan and Sampson halls, where 
the symposium took place. 
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Dr McMullen, after whom the symposium is named, is also remembered 
through the keynote McMullen Seapower Lecture given at the symposium 
by the holder of the Academy’s Class of 1957 Distinguished Chair of 
Naval Heritage. On this occasion, the current occupant, Dr David A. 
Rosenberg, delivered an address on ‘The Horizons of Naval History’. 
Casting back to his own contribution to the 1993 survey on world naval 
history, Ubi Sumus, Rosenberg reported a darkening horizon for the field 
in the United States, which was not progressing to the higher levels that are 
currently being reached in Britain. While there have been approximately 
two good research monographs annually on US naval history, this rate of 
production has not been enough to sustain the field or to investigate fully 
the basic subjects that are necessary to provide a sound basis for a modern 
historical understanding of the US Navy as a complex, multifaceted 
organization, along the lines that N. A. M. Rodger is doing in his naval 
history of Britain. Additionally, ready access to US naval archives and 
their declassification continue to be problems.

In what has become a traditional preliminary feature for the symposium, 
Rear Admiral Samuel J. Cox, USN (ret.), the current Director of Naval 
History at the US Navy’s Naval History and Heritage Command, 
hosted a meeting on 16 September at the Naval Academy Museum of the 
participants at the symposium who were representatives of official naval 
history offices from Canada, Denmark, France, Peru, Portugal, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States. At this meeting, each representative 
made a brief report on activities in their own countries and the group was 
asked to help identify the contact points for naval historical offices around 
the world. The following day, Admiral Cox addressed the delegates at a 
formal luncheon in which reported on the current activities of the Naval 
History and Heritage Command.

Among the papers that touched on topics in British and Commonwealth 
naval history, Commodore Eric Lerhe, Canadian Forces (ret.), spoke 
on coalition maritime operations during Operation Enduring Freedom. 
Donald Bittner presented a paper on Major General A. Chater, Royal 
Marines. A session on the Royal Navy in the Cold War included Tim 
Benbow’s study on the 1957 defence review and Edward Hampshire’s 
discussion of the 1981 Nott defence review, with commentary by Richard 
Gimblett, the Royal Canadian Navy’s command historian. John Beeler 
chaired a session on the Royal Navy and the conduct of British foreign and 
naval policy, 1830–1930 with papers by Rebecca Matzke, Rob Mullins, 
and John Mitcham. 

The 1805 Club sponsored a session on British naval personnel and 
the war against Napoleon, 1803-1815, featuring papers by Evan Wilson, 
Jeremiah Dancy and James Davey. Another panel on US partnerships 
with allied navies included papers on Australian amphibious forces by 
Steven Paget, Canadian–US relations over nuclear submarine operation in 
1955–60 by Michael Whitby, and on Anglo-American naval co-operation 
1917–19 by Louis Halewood. A session on the Royal Navy’s preparation 
for the First World War included papers by Andrew Blakeley and Owen 
P. Hall Jr. In another session, Sharika Crawford presented a paper on the 
dispute between Great Britain and Nicaragua in 1903–5.

At the symposium banquet on the final evening, the Naval Historical 
Foundation presented the Commodore Dudley W. Knox Naval History 
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Lifetime Achievement Awards to Dr Dean C. Allard, former Director of 
Naval History; Dr Kenneth J. Hagan, Naval Academy and Naval War 
College professor; and Lieutenant Commander Thomas J. Cutler, U. 
Navy (ret.) of the US Naval Institute.

For many years, selected papers from the symposium have appeared 
from a variety of publishers in a volume that has usually (but not always) 
been titled ‘New Interpretations in Naval History’. The most recent 
volume, published by the Naval War College Press, contains the papers 
from the 2009 symposium and was published in 2012. The papers from 
the 2011 conference are due to be published shortly and those from 2013 
are currently in the press.

John B. Hattendorf
SNR Corresponding Member for the United States

Naval and Maritime History in Australia: 
An update
The centenary of the First World War has 
seen a number of commemorative events 
and exhibitions around Australia. These 
have included a Sydney-Emden display at 
the Western Australian Maritime Museum 
that very successfully told the story of both 

the Australian and German crews and the maritime world of 1914. 2014 
also saw the publication of David Stevens’s remarkable new history of 
the Royal Australian Navy in the First World War. Sponsored by the 
Royal Australian Navy (RAN), this book combines extensive archival 
research and much hitherto unpublished material to provide an analysis 
that explains both the overall contribution of the RAN to the conflict 
and the individual experience of its people. Since Australian units served 
alongside those of the Royal Navy in practically every corner of the 
globe, the history also casts new and fascinating light on the RN itself. 
In All Respects Ready: Australia’s Navy in World War One is published 
by Oxford University Press. For its part, the Australian National 
Maritime Museum (ANMM) in Sydney has marked the centenary by the 
development of a new ‘Action Stations’ exhibition to cover the history 
of the RAN.

A memorial to the lost submarine AE 1 was unveiled in Sydney on 14 
September, the 101st anniversary of her disappearance while on patrol off 
Rabaul in New Britain. The RAN has conducted a number of surveys 
in the area, but the wreck has yet to be located. The ‘AE1 Organisation’ 
continues to gather evidence in the hope that the search can be refined 
within what is a very difficult and complex area. Meanwhile, the wreck 
of her sister ship, AE 2, sunk by Turkish forces in the Sea of Marmora 
on 20 April 1915, was recognised as part of the commemorations for 
the Gallipoli campaign. Unrealistic ideas of salvaging AE 2 have now, 
thankfully, been abandoned, although the wreck has been provided with 
cathodic protection to extend its structural integrity.

The ANMM has continued to cover other areas of maritime endeavour. 
The continuing popular fascination with the exploits of Sir Ernest 
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Shackleton has been marked by a very successful new exhibition that will 
run until April 2016.

2015 sees another anniversary in Australia, the centenary of the 
assumption of responsibility by the Australian Federal Government for 
the maintenance and operation of aids to navigation. The Commonwealth 
Lighthouse Service began operations on 1 July 1915, when the Lighthouses 
Act 1911 came into effect. As with many other national activities, although 
Federation had occurred in 1901, the decade long delay in the national 
government acquiring its full powers of taxation from the states prevented 
any earlier assumption of responsibility. In 2015 the role is fulfilled by the 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority.

In Townsville new work has begun to improve the databases supporting 
the vast amount of material recovered over many years from the wreck 
of HMS Pandora, the ship sent by the Royal Navy to track down the 
Bounty mutineers. When complete, this will provide an important source 
for other marine archaeologists and historians.

In the south, Tasmania has continued to be a centre of wooden boat 
and shipbuilding and repair, marked by its increasingly popular biennial 
Australian Wooden Boat Festival. Nevertheless, the industry on the 
island faces real problems, sandwiched between the excesses of a wood 
chip industry that destroyed much of the native timber on which the 
shipbuilders depend and the new restrictions of environmentalists bent 
on preserving the remaining ‘old growth’. The problem is that the supplies 
of the necessary materials of native hardwood – even the limited amounts 
required for repair rather than new building – may dry up within the next 
decade unless some formula for sustainable access can be developed.

In 2016 Western Australia will mark the 400th anniversary of the arrival 
of the Dutch ship Eendracht and the landing of the first European on 
Western Australian soil. A number of events will be conducted in WA and 
in the eastern states in conjunction with the Netherlands Embassy.

Western Australian historians are also girding their loins for the seventh 
International Congress of Maritime History, 27 June–1 July 2016. The 
congress will be jointly hosted by Murdoch University, the Western 
Australian Maritime Museum, the Australian Association for Maritime 
History, and the International Commission for Maritime History. It will 
be held at Murdoch University, in Perth. The theme for the conference 
is ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds? Emerging themes in maritime history’. 
As with the congresses of the past, ICMH7 is taking a broad concept of 
maritime history, treating it as an interdisciplinary discipline that covers 
all historical periods and areas and all aspects of humanity’s relationship 
with the sea from ancient times to the present. The deadline for papers 
expired in October this year, but further details for those interested in 
attending the congress are available at the website: www.icmh7.com.au

James Goldrick
SNR Corresponding Member for Australia

www.icmh7.com.au
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Help, Business or Piracy?
Shipwrecks and salvage as early modern entrepreneurship 

in the eighteenth century
Good news from Finland! This 
multidisciplinary project applied successfully 
for funding from Academy of Finland. 
Professor Markku Kuisma and Mikko 
Huhtamies and many colleagues are opening 
new perspectives into Baltic sea transport 
and the salvage business of monopoly diving 
companies. 

The leading idea of the project is that eighteenth-century salvage as 
an enterprise opens completely new perspectives and interpretations of 
marine and urban history in general and even more to the history of Baltic 
shipping and to the economic culture of the region. The starting point 
is the simple fact that for an early-modern merchant, a shipwreck was 
either a disaster or a lucrative business deal. If the ship was his own, the 
wreck was a serious financial setback, which in the worst case resulted in 
bankruptcy and economic ruin. If the ship belonged to somebody else, 
and the merchant got his hands on the wreck, he could make money from 
the cargo and the valuable ship parts. 

In the eighteenth century the Gulf of Finland was a lively ocean route, 
used not only by local Swedish, Finnish and Russian ships, but also by 
ships from other countries heading to the Russian capital St Petersburg 
(est. 1703). The Gulf of Finland (the Gulf) was, and still is, difficult to 
navigate, and thus shipwrecks were numerous. Quasi-governmental diving 
companies (DCs, in Swedish dykeri- och bärgningskompanier), operating 
from Swedish (and Finnish) coastal towns, were given the monopoly to 
rescue castaway goods and ship parts, which were sold in public auctions. 
The economic significance of these salvage auctions for coastal towns 
is until now mostly an unexplored area. There were thousands or even 
tens of thousands copper dalers transacted in the auctions. (The value of 
a house in the centre of Helsinki was around 2,000–3,000 copper dalers 
and the value of the biggest mill in the region, the old town mill, was 
approximately 25,000 dalers).

During the late eighteenth century, the merchants of Helsinki, who 
had previously owned no ocean-going vessels, built themselves the fourth 
largest merchant fleet in the Swedish realm. Our hypothesis is that this was 
possible partly because the salvage auctions were centralized to Helsinki, 
and thus the merchants were provided by constant supply of affordable, 
high-quality and reusable ship parts. Furthermore, the auctions had also 
regionally wider economic impact, since merchants from the other coastal 
towns and the owners of the western Uusimaa iron works took part in them. 
Did some of the local merchants become specialized ship-part traders, who 
bought these parts from the auctions and sold them onwards; and thus, did 
these auctions give birth to a new class of merchandizers? Protocols from 
these kinds of auctions could possibly be used to reconstruct the typical 
late eighteenth-century merchant ship in great detail. This is where our 
project overlaps marine archaeology and ethnology. 

The relevance of salvage is not just a prima facie assumption, but is 
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supported by promising preliminary results. According to the auction 
protocols, the buyers were for the most part local merchants. In the late 
eighteenth century the Helsinki DC dominated the coastline, and thus the 
majority of wrecked ships were auctioned in Helsinki. At the same time, 
Helsinki experienced a period of rapid economic growth. This growth is 
traditionally credited to the influence of the Sveaborg fortress, built at the 
same time, but it might be interesting to examine more closely what role 
the salvage auctions and the DCs played in the process. In the operations 
of the DC, the line between official salvage and unofficial wrecking was 
often a blurred one, and the company was usually headed by one of the 
leading merchants in the town. 

Shipwrecks as a way of profiting has not been much studied, at least by 
Scandinavian historians or by other scholars in Europe. The main source 
materials for the investigation are the quarterly reports of the DCs and 
auction protocols of the city of Helsinki. From them, it is possible to 
tabulate the cargo goods and ship parts sold in these auctions, the identity 
of the buyers, and the financial value of the auctions. After this, it is 
possible to trace the actions of the main buyers using other source material, 
such as the protocols and account books of the Helsinki magistrate, the 
protocols of the local courts of law, the municipal and national taxation 
protocols, and the archives of Helsinki Seaman’s Society and so on. With 
the help of statistics of auctions and data of the main buyers, the economic 
significance of salvage auctions can be estimated for the first time. 

On the other hand, salvage is linked to the question of transaction costs: 
with the help of DCs, the merchant house and the customer could receive 
information on possible wrecks and receive payments from the auctions 
of the DCs, which increased the reliability of shipping and lowered the 
transaction costs (search costs). Furthermore, the speed of information flow 
from DC to insurance companies to merchant houses reveals the extent 
of integration. Did the Baltic form a socioeconomic unity with shared 
economic culture? And if it did, how was salvage, which often was seen 
as wrecking and piracy, adapted to this unity? The founding of DCs can 
be seen also as an indication of early modern state-building, which in the 
eighteenth century, extended geographically to the archipelago, hitherto a 
kind of no man’s land out of governmental control. The questions related 
to state building will be answered with the help of administrative (coastal 
organizations, e.g. pilotage), judicial (court records on wrecking, strand-
robbery) and cartographic sources (the coverage of charting and coastal 
mapping). However, despite the efforts of the state, wrecking was still a 
phenomenon of the eighteenth century. Can we even talk about isolated 
wrecking communities of the Gulf as rivals of the DCs?

The field of study of the project is the Scando-Baltic region with its 
commercial Atlantic contacts. This enables commensurate comparisons 
with previous research. Due to the nature of Baltic commercial contacts 
(and linked by the timber and salt trade to Atlantic and Mediterranean 
trade), and shipping in general our project is from the start strongly 
international, although our main interest is focused in the Gulf and in the 
operational field of the Helsinki DC. The Gulf was genuinely international 
in the 18th century. The project is linked to economic history of the Baltic, 
marine archaeology of the Baltic, privateering and wrecking in global 
context. 
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The project has worldwide significance. The Gulf of Finland, or the 
Northern Baltic, is the best place in the world for marine archaeology 
for one reason: the wrecks are in good shape, because there is no teredo 
navalis (shipworm) in the Gulf. The wrecks are in the territorial waters 
of Finland. Besides the wrecks the archival sources are excellent and well 
documented. Our main method is to combine archives and underwater 
surveys, because this is the best way to detect the true nature and meaning 
of salvage. The researchers in this project have considerable experience 
in using archival sources of this kind and the co-operation with marine 
archaeologists has already revealed promising leads.

The aim of the project is to produce new knowledge about wrecking/
salvage as a hidden part of international shipping through the use of 
new sources with interdisciplinary methods. This has not been done in 
previous research. It will reveal the role of salvage companies in 18th 
century shipping, economics, urban life and power politics. 

Tapio Bergholm
SNR Overseas Corresponding Member for Finland

Vice-Admiral Dorling and the Concept of LSTs

Vice-Admiral Dorling was born in 1889, and joined the Royal Navy in 1904. 
I knew him from 1949 until he died in 1966, and I was a paying guest with 
him from about 1960, and then with his widow until 1971, when she died. 
He was a very practical man, always making things in his workshop, which 
he allowed me to use also. He had his own yacht, and when Senior Naval 
Officer Liverpool, designed and built a collapsible dinghy out of plywood 
and canvas. When the house was sold, I was given his workbenches and a 
lot of his tools, which I still use making reproduction gun carriages.

Among the many things he did in the Royal Navy, there are several 
which he talked about which I particularly remember. Before the First 
World War when he was in a cruiser in the Far East, in the Canton river, 
when they wanted to turn the ship, the Pilot put her bows into the soft 
mud of the river bank, and let the tide swing her stern, until she was 
pointing downstream, and then going astern, to come off the bank.

The second story was in the First World War he was Fleet Experimental 
Wireless Officer, and ran the wireless station on Horsea Island. During 
the ill fated Gallipoli campaign he had a pile driven into the bottom of the 
harbour in a particular position, to take the end of a specially aligned wire 
aerial, which could communicate directly with the Dardanelles.

Between the wars I believe that he was mainly responsible for the 
decision to develop Radar for Long Range Detection rather than for 
Gunnery Control, while the Germans decided to develop it for Gunnery 
Control. It could be argued that this contributed to the Bismarck sinking 
HMS Hood, but enabled us to find, and sink, the Bismarck.

Also between the wars he had command of HMS Codrington, in the 
Mediterranean. I remember a model of HMS Codrington at the bottom 
of the stairs in his house, which is now in the National Maritime Museum 
collection at Chatham.
I relate below, the most important story of how he conceived the Landing 
Ships (Tanks). After the war he was, for a period, the chairman of the Radio 
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Industries Council, and had a treadle lathe in his flat near Bloomsbury 
Square, which I now have.

The Landing Ship (Tank)
The Landing Ships (Tank), played an absolutely vital part in landing the 
vast volume of equipment and stores onto the North African, Sicilian, 
Italian and Normandy beaches, and in much of the subsequent build up. 
While it is well known that most were designed and built in America, it 
is not so well known that they had been conceived by a British admiral.

Vice-Admiral J. S. W. Dorling was the Royal Navy’s naval procurement 
officer in Washington during the early part of the war, and was at a major 
procurement meeting with the US Navy, with President Roosevelt in the 
chair, in an office in New York overlooking the Hudson River. After a 
long discussion on LCTs (Landing Craft Tanks) Roosevelt asked around 
the table for any comments, and when it was his turn, Admiral Dorling 
said, ‘Mr President Sir, I think that we ought to think bigger, more like 
those,’ and pointed out of the window to the Hudson River ferries. After a 
pause President Roosevelt said, ‘I think, Gentlemen, that Admiral Dorling 
has a point, will you go and think about it.’ This was the remark that Rear-
Admiral Cochrane refers to in his letter accompanying the photograph 
of 14 LSTs loading at Bizerte, before the Sicily landings, which he sent to 
Vice-Admiral Dorling in 1943. The letter reads:

Bureau Of Ships
Navy Department 
Washington, DC

29 November 1943
Dear Admiral:
Attached is a photograph of one of the embarkation ports in Tunisia 
from which the attack on Sicily started last July. The photograph shows 
so clearly the capacity of these unusual ships and the facility with which 
they can be loaded with minimum port facilities. I am sure you will 
enjoy having it to study and I hope perhaps hang on your office wall. 
I have not forgotten that it was due to an observation of yours that 
the design was conceived and it was due to your enthusiasm that the 
type was added to the landing craft program two years ago. Judging by 
the axiom ‘handsome is as handsome does’ they cannot be judged too 
harshly for they have stood a surprising amount of punishment.

I understand that some of the lads have interpreted LST to be 
the symbols for “large, slow targets”. However, they cannot have 
everything on shallow draft.

It is a pleasure having you back on duty again and I trust you will 
have no after effects of your illness.
Very sincerely,

E. L. Cochrane
Rear-Admiral, USN

Vice-Admiral J. W. S. Dorling, RN
British Admiralty Delegation
Washington, DC
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It was only last year, when I saw the large model of Mulberry at Arromanches, that 
I saw that inside Mulberry to the west of the main run of spud pier heads, there was a 
single spud pier head, with its own floating roadway, specifically for LST.s. One LST 
berthed alongside its long side, and lowered it’s ramp onto a fixed ramp running down to 
the water level from a platform built out from the pier head deck, allowing the vehicles 
to drive straight out from the tank deck, up the ramp, and off down the floating roadway. 

A further very interesting feature was a platform, above the pier head deck, level with 
the upper deck of the LST, with a long ramp down to the pier head deck and a movable 

Top, the photograph of 14 LSTs in Bizerte referred to in 
Admiral Dorling’s letter, shown on the left; above, model 
of Mulberry LST dock
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ramp going on to the upper deck of the LST. This allowed the vehicles on 
the upper deck to drive straight off the ship, down the ramp, and drive 
ashore, down the floating roadway, without having to use the internal 
lift or ramp in the LST cutting the ‘turn around time’ by a large margin 
compared with landing on a beach.

This was really the beginning of the evolution of the present day ro-ro 
ferries, with two-level loading and discharge, with which we are so familiar 
today, all stemming from the remark, and enthusiasm, of a British Admiral.

Tim Parr
SNR Member

News
Query about replica ships

I am in the final research phase of a dissertation in maritime history currently 
titled ‘Merchant Ship Technology and the Development of the British 
Atlantic Empire, 1600–1800’ at Memorial University of Newfoundland. 
One of the key research strategies is to gather the experiences and opinions 
of experienced designers, shipwrights, and operators of working period 
replicas. I have had significant input on that now, but I could certainly use 
more, and I would love to have some from the UK which so far I lack. I 
am looking most of all for insights into the decision-making process of 
design, comparison and contrast to what we know of the originals, and 
insights into vessel performance that can help us understand how the 
original technology worked and why it might have evolved more or less 
rapidly in certain ways at certain times during the overall period. 

I am particularly keen to get some information on the research strategy 
of Rodney Warrington-Smyth at the Falmouth Boat Co. in Cornwall 
who designed the replica Nonsuch in the late Sixties for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company (the replica is now in the Manitoba Museum). The museum 
does not have any material from the design process and my attempt to 
contact the Falmouth Boat Co. was unsuccessful. I know he used the 
staff and resources of the NMM but it would be great to know something 
about his decision-making process to compare it to others then and now.

If you can help, please respond directly to preid@ec.rr.com
Peter Reid

Caird Library
Notification of temporary reduction in opening times

Please note that the National Maritime Museum’s Caird Library and 
Archive will only be open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 2 November 2015–31 January 2016. This temporary reduction in 
opening hours is to enable staff to work on collections at off-site stores in 
preparation for a move to a new storage and conservation facility which is 
due to open in 2017. Building work begins in the New Year.

I would be grateful if you could make your readers aware that we will 
also have less capacity to respond to remote enquiries during this period. 

mailto:preid%40ec.rr.com?subject=Query%20about%20replica%20ships
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We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.
Stuart Bligh

Head of the Caird Archive and Library

Old Riverport Discovery Day, St Ives (Cambs)

As indicated in recent Topmasts, the Discovery Day took place on Saturday 
25 July. The weather was kind, the populace showed plentiful interest, 
and even Oliver Cromwell’s statue, complete with bible and broadsword, 
seemed to approve.

A carefully balanced programme included a selection of lectures, along 
with some attention to various aspects of folk culture. With an eye to the 
future, the St Ives authorities provided some special events for children. 
Moreover, there was waterborne activity in the shape of jaunts along the 
River Great Ouse in smart electric boats. The Festival was organised by 
the Ouse Washes Project (supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund) and 
the St Ives Town Team.

And that, of course, was a direct reminder of the central theme that day, 
namely the significance of Fenland lighter traffic in bygone times – and the 
commercial links between that sort of river transport and maritime trade 
out in the North Sea. For example, in the early nineteenth-century Wisbech 
was the biggest corn exporting port in the UK, and a major coal importer. 
Much of this trade would have been supported by Fenland lighters, 
carrying cargoes across the Fens and as far inland as Northampton and 
Bedford. Accordingly, there was plentiful reference to the wide-ranging 
role of the Society for Nautical Research.

Overall, the Old Riverport Discovery Day was a thorough success . . . 
so much so that the civic authorities are currently exploring possibilities 
for a development of the concept on future occasions. Bravo St Ives!

Nigel Blanchford

Tall Ships on the Thames

Greenwich Reach was the venue, at the end of August, for a visit from a 
number of historic, and more modern tall ships. They had come from the 
massive event in Holland – the five-yearly Sail Amsterdam event, attended 
by a huge fleet of tall ships and an estimated two million visitors, both 
afloat and ashore.

Two of the larger tall ships moored at ‘Tall Ships Island’ (in reality a 
couple of pontoons), and were open to visitors for the weekend. These were 
the Santa Maria Manuela from Portugal and Dar Mtodziezy from Poland.

The Santa Maria Manuela from Portugal is a four-masted steel-hulled, 
1,300-ton schooner originally built in 1937 to fish the Grand Banks and 
Greenland coast for cod. For 37 years she was the base ship for the small 
dories she carried for long line fishing, returning to Portugal after up to 
seven months in the fishing grounds with a cargo of salted cod and cod-
liver oil. In 1979 she was converted to a sail training ship complete with 
classroom and library. The ship is now owned by the Portuguese navy but 
has a permanent civilian crew of 12 and can take up to 50 trainees who can 
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gain the benefits of operating a sailing ship on its many voyages as the ship 
has no operating area restrictions.

Moored alongside was the largest ship on show – the 2,946-ton Polish 
three-masted Dar Mtodziezy. She was built in 1982 in the Gdansk shipyard 
as a sail training ship and is a real floating university as students from the 
Gydania maritime academy spend one full semester of their education on 
board. She has sailed extensively around the world – including trips to 
Australia and Japan, and has competed in many tall ships events. With 
decks 110 metres long, masts 62 metres high and 3,015 square metres of 
sails she is an impressive and beautiful vessel.

We counted at least another dozen ships also in attendance , many sailing 
between Greenwich and their anchorage down at Woolwich. These were 
also smaller but colourful Dutch brigs and brigantines with such names as 
Wylde Swan, Zephyr, Loth Lorien and Mercedes.

Andrew Nash

Some collaboration between the Ordnance 
Survey and the Hydrographic Office in the 

Nineteenth Century
This is the title of an article by David L. Walker, a member of SNR, and Dr 
Adrian Webb, Archive Manager at the UK Hydrographic Office, which 
was published in the April 2015 edition of Sheetlines, the journal of the 
Society for the Study of Ordnance Survey Maps. It is now available on-
line at: www.charlesclosesociety.org/files/Issue102page5.pdf 

The authors summarize previous (rather limited) references to such col-
laboration, and mention the considerable use by the Hydrographic Service 

‘Dar Mtodziezy’ and ‘Santa Maria Manuela’ at Greenwich August 2015; right, ‘Dar Mtodziezy’

http://www.charlesclosesociety.org/files/Issue102page5.pdf 
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of the Trigonometrical Survey of England and Wales published in 1811. A 
case study describes hydrographic surveys by Lieutenant C. G. Robinson 
RN, starting with the Firth of Solway in the 1830s, and the triangulations 
completed by Captain Alex Henderson RE, as illustrated above.

An appendix to the Sheetlines article provides notes on relevant resources 
in the very considerable archive of the UK Hydrographic Office, and on 
its useful finding aids. 

The Fenland Lighter Project
Fenland Lighters: Steam Tugs

Grateful good wishes . . . especially to the Society for Nautical Research
By the time this appears in the November Topmasts, the FLP will be 

well into its thirtieth year of existence. This is a good opportunity to renew 
thanks and all best wishes to the numerous individuals and organizations 
whose co-operation has been so very helpful during the past three decades.

The St Ives (Cambs.) Old Riverport Discovery Day, mentioned in recent 
issues of this newsletter, proved very successful indeed. FLP involvement 
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and publicity for the SNR both figured in the proceedings – see separate 
report elsewhere in this issue.

In other parts of the Ouse–Nene Complex, Peter Waszak continues his 
work involving various aspects of the old-time lightering trade, especially 
surviving evidence regarding wharves and similar installations. His 
findings have appeared in a range of regional publications.

On a different matter, recent enquiries have raised the question of 
just how the last of the Fenland lighter gangs managed their transfer 
from horse-tow to steam-tug (the sailing rigs had virtually vanished far 
back in the nineteenth century). During the early twentieth century and 
interwar years, the Ouse–Nene Complex witnessed what seems to have 
been an experimental process. Photographic evidence can sometimes be 
questionable, not least because of varying prohibitions and modifications 
stemming from such waterway authorities as the Middle Level 
Commissioners.

Accordingly, the sketch herewith provides a generalized impression 
of typical steam-tugs involved. This same sketch reflects a range of 
information obtained from the late ‘Tip’ Tyers during lengthy interviews 
for BBC radio programmes of the 1990s. In earlier times he had worked 
a great deal on the Jackson gang of Fenland lighters operating out of 
Stanground (now part of Greater Peterborough). The low superstructure 
evidently included overnight shelter for the lightermen when necessary, 
thus doing away with the need for the ‘house lighters’ of earlier periods.

Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website for more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

British Transport Treasures

New updates are available on the British Transport Treasures websitewhich 
contains many fully printable downloads of facsimile books, souvenirs 
and documents, priced from 50p to £5.00. Recent additions include:

Report on Steam – Vessel Accidents, Made to the Privy Council for Trade, 
Ordered to be printed by the House of Commons, 13 May 1839 [ebook]

Business in Great Waters, Mersey Docks & Harbour Board Centenary, 
Newman Neame, 1958 [ebook]

David Napier Engineer 1790–1869, An Autobiographical Sketch with 
Notes [David Bell], James Maclehose and Sons 1912 [ebook]

Our Sailors . . . the gallant deeds of the British Navy during the Reign of 
Queen Victoria, by W. H. G. Kingston, 2nd edn revised by G. A.Henty, 
Griffith Farran Browne, & Co. about 1899 [ebook]

http://www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html
mailto:hjkpkjenkins%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
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It is worth checking back regularly with British Transport Treasures, as 
new items are added weekly.

http://www.britishtransporttreasures.com 

Conferences
Navies in Miniature

4–5 February 2016, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam
The Rijksmuseum will host a two-day international conference about 
naval model collections and the research, conservation and presentation 
of historic ship models. 

The conference coincides with the publication of a new catalogue by the 
Rijksmuseum of the technical scale model collection of the Department 
of the Navy that existed between 1817 and 1883 after which most of the 
1,600 objects were transferred to the museum.

The overall theme on Thursday 4 February 2016 will be naval model 
collections from the different navies in both Europe and North America. 
These technical collections were created as an instrument in ship design 
and construction as well as for research and educational purposes. The 
keynote lecture will be presented by Professor John Mack (University 
of East Anglia). During the other presentations speakers will focus on 
the naval model collections in the Netherlands, Great Britain, France, 
Scandinavia and the United States.

On Friday 5 February 2016 the focus will be on the research, 
conservation and presentation of historic ship models, including 3D laser 
scanning, computer modelling and new and innovative ways of museum 
presentations. The keynote lecture will be presented by Dr Kevin Fewster 
(National Maritime Museum Greenwich).

Registration is now open. Prices are €90 (students €60) for two days, 
one-day tickets are available at €45 (students €30). Tickets include free 
entry to the Rijksmuseum during the conference.

For more information visit https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/whats-on/
symposiums/symposium-navies-in-miniature 

A view of the ship model gallery, photograph courtesy of the Rijksmuseum

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/whats-on/symposiums/symposium-navies-in-miniature
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/whats-on/symposiums/symposium-navies-in-miniature
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Navies in Miniature
The research, conservation and presentation of ship model collections 

(draft programme)

	

Thursday 4 February 2016

09.00 Registration
10.00 Welcome
Keynote
10.10–10.50 John Mack Scaled 

down: The didactic and the aesthetic 
significance of model ships

10.55–11.45 Joost Schokkenbroek, Three 
M’s in Life: Maritime history, Material 
culture, Miniature ships

11.45–12.00 Book presentation 

12.00–13.00 Lunch

Naval ship model collections
13.00–13.15 Introduction
13.15–13.35 Grant Walker, Colonel 

Rogers’ Fleet: Dockyard Models at the 
U.S. Naval Academy Museum

13.40–14.00 Simon Stephens, Ship 
models of the National Maritime 
Museum Greenwich

14.05–14.25 Johan Löfgren, Ship 
models of the Swedish navy: A working 
material in 3D

14.30–14.50 Jakob Seerup, The ship 
model collection of the Royal Danish 
Naval Museum

14.50–15.00 Questions
15.00–15.30 Tea break
15.30–15.50 Bruno Gonçalves Neves, 

Imitating life at sea: the ship models 
collection from the old Naval Academy 
at the Portuguese Maritime Museum

15.55–16.10 Jeroen van der Vliet, ‘To 
improve our knowledge and treatment 
of subjects by this Department’: The 
Dutch Navy Model Room

16.15–16.45 Questions and discussion
16.50–17.00 Wrap-up
17.00–18.00 Drinks

Friday 5 February 2016

09.00 Registration
10.00 Welcome
Keynote
10.10–10.50 Kevin Fewster, National 

Maritime Museum Greenwich/ 
President of ICMM

Ship models
11.00–11.15 Chris Moseley, Liverpool 

Museums
11.20–11.45 Geert Geysen, A story about 

showcases and ship models
11.50–12.05 Davina Jakobi, Keeping a 

weather eye on the state of ship model 
conservation within institutional 
collections: Understanding the present to 
prepare for the future

12.05–12.15 Questions

12.15–13.15 Lunch

13.15–13.30 Louis Sicking, A Ship 
Model as Example: An Interdisciplinary 
Research Project of Model A. 0986(02) in 
the Amsterdam Scheepvaartmuseum

13.35–13.50 Alan Lemmers, Miniature 
miniatures: reflections on 1:1250 and 
other tiny (waterline) models

13.55–14.10 Alexander de Vos, A 
boeijer yacht for the Russian emperor. 
A peaceful product of the Dutch navy 
shipyard

14.15–14.30 Nick Ball, Block Models: 
British Ship Design and the Navy Board

14.30–15.00 Questions
15.00–15.30 Tea break
15.30–15.45 Frank Dalmeijer, The 

construction of new museum models 
based on archaeological data

15.50–16.25 [speaker to be confirmed]
16.25–16.45 Questions and discussion
16.50–17.00 Wrap-up 
17.00–18.00 Drinks
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The Archaeology of Naval Warfare: 
Fourth postgraduate conference in conflict archaeology

The Oxford Centre for Maritime Archaeology, University of Oxford 
 6–8 December 2015

The three-day conference, held at the Ioannou Centre for Classical 
Studies, will bring together promising researchers in this emerging field 
of the study of human violence and its footprints in the archaeological 
record. The archaeology of conflict has been steadily earning its space 
as a promising subdiscipline of archaeology over the last decade. As this 
field of study solidifies its legitimacy in academic research, it expands its 
breadth of knowledge to encompass the numerous facets that constitute 
the archaeology of conflict.

This conference may be of particular interest for Topmasts readers owing 
to the prominence of nautical warfare presentations. We have received an 
unprecedented number of papers on the archaeology of naval conflict, so 
the opening day (Sunday 6 December) will be devoted to various aspects 
of modern naval conflict. 

The half-day event will start with our keynote speaker:

Researching the naval battlefield of the Russo-Swedish War (1788-1790) at 
Svensksund Kotka Riikka Alvik, National Board of Antiquities of Finland 

Followed by presentations including: 

Towards an Archaeology of Boarding: Naval hand-to-hand combat 
tactics of north-western Europe in the sixteenth century Rolf Warming 

The archeology of battle: the siege of Roses and the Federico Gravina’s 
naval squadron 

Pablo de la Fuente and Marcel Pujol 
Finding Maritime Battlefields: Two eighteenth-century naval conflicts 

in the Baltic Sea Johanna Makinen
Deltebre I: a British ordnance store ship sunk at the coast of Tarragona 

Pablo de la Fuente and Marcel Pujol
The Retirement of the Royal Navy’s Last Sailing Battle Fleet and its 

Archaeological Implications Giles Richardson

The presentations will be followed by a reception.
It is possible to register for the Sunday event alone. To see the full 

conference programme, and for further updates, please follow the 
Conference website https://postgraduateconflictarchaeologyconference. 
wordpress.com/, visit our Facebook page at ConflictArchaeology or 
contact Veronica Walker Vadillo veronica.walker@arch.ox.ac.uk. 

https://postgraduateconflictarchaeologyconference. wordpress.com/
https://postgraduateconflictarchaeologyconference. wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ConflictArchaeology
https://www.facebook.com/ConflictArchaeology or contact Veronica Walker Vadillo veronica.walker@arch.ox.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ConflictArchaeology or contact Veronica Walker Vadillo veronica.walker@arch.ox.ac.uk
mailto:veronica.walker%40arch.ox.ac.uk?subject=Conflict%20Archaeology
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Empire of the Sea and King Cnut 1016–2016
National Maritime Museum, Cornwall 

10–13 March 2016

To launch the second year of National 
Maritime Museum Cornwall’s major 
exhibition and programme Viking 
Voyagers, we are organizing and 
hosting an international conference 
to mark the millennium of Cnut’s 
conquest that would bring England, 
Denmark and Norway into a 
maritime empire. This conference 
will bring together scholars of early 
medieval maritime history and 
archaeology, and northern European 

historical boat building to share the 
latest research in a comparative context. 
Optional field trips are planned to 

iconic medieval sites of King Arthur’s Seat, Tintagel, the once-international 
pilgrimage site of St Michael’s Mount, and Padstow – raided by Vikings 
in 981.

Themes
• Cnut as a naval commander, as a maritime strategist, as king, as 

emperor
• Queen Aelfgifu of Northampton and other North Sea women
• Iconography and identity in Cnut’s North Sea empire
• Boat and shipbuilding
• Sailing and seafaring
• Coastal sites and settlements
• Seagoing and coastal commerce
• Religious change and pilgrimage
• Cnut’s legacy, myths and the popular imagination
• Did the Vikings come to Cornwall?

Further details and ticketing information will be announced soon. 
Please contact Tehmina Goskar for more information: tehminagoskar@
nmmc.co.uk or see more at http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php?/
whatson/events/empire_of_the_sea_and_king_cnut_1016-2016/#sthash.
PLcNOYrO.dpuf 

Silver penny of King Cnut wearing a pointed 
helmet, minted at Thetford by Eadwine 
(Portable Antiquities Scheme: NARC-
9AE391)

mailto:tehminagoskar%40nmmc.co.uk?subject=Cnut
mailto:tehminagoskar%40nmmc.co.uk?subject=Cnut
http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php?/whatson/events/empire_of_the_sea_and_king_cnut_1016-2016/#sthash.PLcNOYrO.dpuf
http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php?/whatson/events/empire_of_the_sea_and_king_cnut_1016-2016/#sthash.PLcNOYrO.dpuf
http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php?/whatson/events/empire_of_the_sea_and_king_cnut_1016-2016/#sthash.PLcNOYrO.dpuf
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Naval Dockyard Society AGM and Conference 
Naval air stations and the defence of dockyards

National Maritime Museum Greenwich 
16 April 2016

The Royal Naval Air Service was formed from the Naval Wing of the joint 
Royal Flying Corps (1912), but from 1914, when the RFC became the 
flying branch of the British Army, it was administered by the Admiralty 
Air Department. It merged with the RFC as the RAF in 1918. In 1924 
the Fleet Air Arm was formed of RAF units operating from RN ships, 
brought under Admiralty control in 1939.

For more information: Peter Goodwin, Secretary, Naval Dockyards 
Society, 26 Duncan Road, Southsea PO5 2QU, 023 9229 5949, seaphoenix@
talktalk.net, and anncoats49@gmail.com. navaldockyards.org

Calls for Papers 

‘The Trafalgar Chronicle’

The 2015 edition of the Trafalgar Chronicle, in the year of the bicentenary 
of the Battle of Waterloo, is themed around the victory of sea power, and 
will be published at the end of October.

The Trafalgar Chronicle will always carry a core of subjects which relate 
to the epic battle of Trafalgar, but future editions will be themed around 
other subjects from the Georgian period and ‘Nelson’s navy’. These themes 
will include the Royal Marines, women and the sea, surgeons at sea, and 
exploration, discovery and hydrography. In 2016 the Trafalgar Chronicle 
will be dedicated to the North Americans, about 500, who fought at the 
battle of Trafalgar and the many more who served in ‘Nelson’s navy’ 
during the wars with France.

Contributors are invited now to submit proposals for articles about 
operations and events in North America, or by North Americans in 
‘Nelson’s navy’ and any related item, including operations in war and 
in peace from the American Revolutionary War to the War of 1812. 
Submissions are welcome from academics, antiquarians and amateurs 
including first-time authors. Articles should be 3,000–5,000 words, will 
be refereed, and a style guide is available.

The closing date for submissions is 1 June 2016, for publication at an 
event on 9 November 2016.

Proposals should be made to peterhore@btinternet.com. 
Don’t be shy! Even if you don’t want to write yourself, why not 

nominate someone you’d like to hear from or suggest a subject which 
you’d like to read about!

The First World War at Sea, 1914–19

3–4 June 2016
The National Maritime Museum, The British Commission for Military 
History, and The British Commission for Maritime History are jointly 

mailto:seaphoenix%40talktalk.net?subject=Naval%20Dockyard%20Society%20AGM%20and%20Conference
mailto:seaphoenix%40talktalk.net?subject=Naval%20Dockyard%20Society%20AGM%20and%20Conference
mailto:anncoats49%40gmail.com.%20navaldockyards.org?subject=Naval%20Dockyards%20AGM%20and%20Conference
mailto:peterhore%40btinternet.com?subject=Trafalgar%20Chronicle
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organizing an international conference on the First World War at sea to be 
held at Greenwich in June 2016. The Call for Papers is available at: http://
www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/WWI-sea

Email research@rmg.co.uk to register your interest

From Sea to Sky: 
The evolution of air navigation from the ocean and beyond 

9–10 June 2016
Jointly organized by the National Maritime Museum and the Royal 
Institute of Navigation. The Call for Papers is available at: http://www.
rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/sea-to-sky

Email research@rmg.co.uk to register your interest

Lectures and Seminars
Kings Maritime History Seminars 2015–16

5 November 2015
Maritime Relief: Transnational Charities for British Prisoners of War in 
Napoleonic France Elodie Duché, York St John University
Proctor Memorial Lecture (hosted by Lloyd’s Register, 71 Fenchurch St)

19 November 2015
Collaboration Between Two Maritime Nations? Britain and The 
Netherlands in the Nineteenth Century Joost Schokkenbroek, National 
Maritime Museum and VU University Amsterdam

3 December 2015
From Clyde to Korea: British Assistance in the Establishment of the World’s 
Largest Shipyard Stig Tenold, The Norwegian School of Economics

7 January 2016
Privateers, High Courts, and Ministers: Britain’s failure to maintain 
Spanish neutrality in the Seven Years War Anna Brinkman, King’s 
College London

21 January 2016
Steam Coaster Robin: Preservation Triumph or Tragedy? Roy Fenton, 
Independent Researcher and Partner in ‘Ships in Focus Publications’

4 February 2016
Hilarious Seasickness: Comic Postcards’ Take on Travel’s Costs, 1900–
1950 Jo Stanley, Author and Consultant

18 February 2016
Naval Diplomacy: Classic and Modern Theory Revisited Jerker Widen, 
Swedish Defence University

3 March 2016
The Salvaging of the ex-German High Seas Fleet at Scapa Flow (1924–

http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/WWI-sea
http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/WWI-sea
mailto:research%40rmg.co.uk?subject=The%20First%20World%20War%20at%20Sea
http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/sea-to-sky
http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/sea-to-sky
mailto:http://www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars/sea-to-sky?subject=From%20Sea%20to%20Sky
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1939) Ian Taylor, Chartered Engineer, Fellow of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, Fellow of the Royal Institution of Naval Architects

28 April 2016 
UK Shipping during the Industrial Revolution: Newly Accessible Data 
from Lloyd’s Registers Peter Solar, Vesalius College, Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel

12 May 2016
The Challenge of Empire: The strategy and tactics of the Spanish Navy, 
1748–1783 Catherine Scheybeler, King’s College London

26 May 2016 
Maritime Employment During the First Globalization: the Mediterranean 
Perspective Maria Fusaro, University of Exeter

Organized by the British Commission for Maritime History and 
supported by the Society for Nautical Research, King’s College London, 
Lloyd’s Register and the Maritime Information Association, the seminars 
are open to all and are held at 1715 in Room K6.07, of the Department of 
War Studies, King’s College London, Strand,wc2r 2ls.

SNR (South) Programme 2015 
The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote 
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with 
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the 
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert 
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and 
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the 
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at 
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David 
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.

For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new 
website www.nauticalresearch.co.uk. New material or queries should be 
addressed to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld.com

Saturday 14 November
AGM and Members’ Research Presentations

Wednesday 18 November
Visit to America’s Cup Base (on the Camber)

Saturday 12 December
Kaiser’s Pirates: Hunting German Raiding Cruisers Nick Hewitt

Parking at £2 for 24 hours is available on Saturdays in the University car 
park near the Cambridge Road roundabout, 10 minutes from the club.

http://www.nauticalresearch.co.uk
mailto:v.woodman%40ntlworld.com?subject=SNR%20%28South%29%20Programme
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National Maritime Museum Cornwall

25 November 2015 6.30 p.m.
The Complete Boatbuilder’s Story
Back by popular demand. Join Gary Mitchell as he explores the history 
of boatbuilding in and around Mevagissey from 1880. In this illustrated 
talk Gary will describe the complete life and work of his father G. Percy 
Mitchell. Hear fascinating anecdotes about Percy’s trials and tribulations 
building over 360 boats of all kinds from dinghies to racing yachts, from 
pre-war years to his semi-retirement in the Sixties. 

Tickets £7. Doors and bar open from 5.30 p.m.

7 December 2015 12.00 p.m.
Exposed to All Villanies
Historian Steph Haxton has always looked for ‘unknown’ stories. One 
such tale has inspired her historical novel, Exposed to all Villainies. In 
1646, during the Civil War, 1000 souls loyal to Charles I suffered a five- 
month ordeal besieged at Pendennis Castle. Of these desperate Royalists, 
200 were women and children. A novelist might speculate, but Steph will 
reveal that sometimes truth is stranger than any fiction.

Tickets £7 and enjoy 10 per cent off lunch in our café with your ticket.

Please call 01326 214546 for all bookings.

National Maritime Museum
Staff Research Seminars

All seminars will be held between 16.00 and 17.00, and will be followed 
by refreshments. Members of the museum, adult learners, independent 
researchers, academic and university students are welcome to attend the 
seminars. Please contact the research administrator on 020 8312 6716 or 
research@rmg.co.uk 

25 November 2015, Boardroom
‘The public only comes to Greenwich to see the Nelson relics . . . and the 
smallest cannon in the world’: Captain Cook and the NMM Katy Barrett, 
Curator of Art, and Nigel Rigby, Head of Research

The quote here is from an NMM report of 1957 (‘A Sense of Direction’). 
Captain Cook may not have enjoyed the same museum standing as 
Nelson but he has been an equal staple of it through a series of galleries, 
exhibitions and conferences, publications and, more recently, learning 
and digital-media programmes. In 2018 the museum will open an new 
exploration gallery: the seminar will look at Cook’s history here and 
discuss the challenges of making an iconic figure fresh and relevant to 
today’s audiences.

16 December 2015, Boardroom
1649 and All That: Mr Pepys and the history of England Robert Blyth, 
Senior Curator of World and Maritime History
In their 1930 classic, 1066 and All That, W. C. Sellar and R. J. Yeatman 

mailto:research%40rmg.co.uk%20?subject=Staff%20Research%20Seminars%20enquiry
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noted that Samuel Pepys was ‘memorable for keeping a Dairy [sic] and 
going to bed a great deal’. This informal Christmas seminar will follow 
Pepys – diarist, naval administrator and man-about-town – through some 
of the most turbulent and eventful years in English history, from the 
execution of Charles I to the Glorious Revolution of 1688.

National Maritime Museum
Maritime History and Culture Seminars 2015/16

The Institute of Historical Research 
University of London, Senate House, London wc1e 7hu

The annual series of seminars, convened by the National Maritime Museum 
and held at the Institute of Historical Research, aims to disseminate new 
research in British maritime history.

10 November 2015
Material memories of travel: the albums of a Victorian Naval surgeon  
Felix Driver, Royal Holloway, University of London

24 November 2015
Drawing and Photography in the History of Astronomy Omar W. Nasim, 
University of Kent

8 December 2015 
The first 2897 UK steamships . . . and it is only 1850 Peter Solar, Vrije 
Universiteit Brussel and Université Saint-Louis-Bruxelles

19 January 2016
The Port of Colombo and the visual politics of New Imperialism, c. 1870–
1914 Sujit Sivasundaram, University of Cambridge

2 February 2016 
Art for Art’s Sake? Commemorating the War at Sea, 1914–45 
 Christine Riding, Royal Museums Greenwich

16 February 2016
‘A most active, enterprising officer’: Captain John Perkins, the Royal Navy 
and the boundaries of slavery and liberty in the Caribbean Douglas 
Hamilton, University of Winchester

1 March 2016 
Ships, Plants, People: Joseph Banks and the circulation of the Natural 
World, 1780–1820 Jordan Goodman, University College London 

15 March 2016 
Civility at Sea: From murmuring to mutiny Bruce Buchan, Griffith 
University, Australia
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26 April 2016 
‘The Great Mars Boom’ of 1892: International telegraphy and the making 
of the Martian canals Josh Nall, Whipple Museum of the History of 
Science, University of Cambridge

10 May 2016
The Royal Naval Reserve in rural Scotland and Wales, c. 1900-1939  
Ben Thomas, Alan Pearsall Fellow, Institute of Historical Research

24 May 2016  
A Global History of Penal Colonies Clare Anderson, University of 
Leicester

7 June 2016   
Scurvy and the Irish in Early Australia Jonathan Lamb, Vanderbilt 
University

21 June 2016
Curating an Ocean of Things: The challenge of public object-centred 
histories of the Indian Ocean J. D. Hill and Sarah Longair, British 
Museum

Full abstracts available at www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-
seminars. 

All seminars begin at 17.15 at the Institute of Historical Research in 
Wolfson Room I. Each paper lasts approximately 45 minutes, followed by 
15–30 minutes of questions. There is no charge for these seminars and no 
need to book. 

For further information visit rmg.co.uk or email research@rmg.co.uk. 
All information is correct at the time of print but may be subject to change

National Maritime Museum 
Research Department conferences and Seminars

1 December 2015
Caird Medal Lecture: The Ark and the Archive: encounters, expeditions and 
equivocal objects Professor Simon Schaffer, University of Cambridge
Refreshments at 17.30. Lecture at 18.00.
To reserve a place please contact research@rmg.co.uk or call 020 8312 6716

29 October–3 December 2015 (Thursdays)
Maritime Lecture Series: Samuel Pepys: Plague, Fire, Revolution
To accompany the exhibition Samuel Pepys: Plague, Fire, Revolution, join 
us for a special Maritime Lecture Series led by historians, curators and 
experts who will shed further light on the life and times of Samuel Pepys. 
Each lecture lasts one hour, followed by a Q&A over refreshments.
http://www.rmg.co.uk/events/pepys-lectures 

5 November
Pepys meets his Match: Pepys, Narbrough and the Culture and Aesthetics 
of Chart-Making Peter Barber OBE, Heads of Map Collections, The 
British Library

http://www.rmg.co.uk
mailto:research%40rmg.co.uk?subject=
mailto:research%40rmg.co.uk?subject=
http://www.rmg.co.uk/events/pepys-lectures
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12 November:
Pepys and Beauty Spots Dr Karen Hearn, Historian of British art and 
culture circa 1500-1710

19 November
The Secret Life of a Restoration Sailor Rebecca Rideal, Researcher at 
University College London

26 November
Why Did Pepys Keep a Diary? Dr Kate Loveman, Senior Lecturer in 
English at the University of Leicester

3 December
Samuel Pepys: Plague, fire and revolution Dr Robert Blyth and Kristian 
Martin

Samuel Pepys Great Plague Walking Tour
4 December 2015 11.00–13.30
The Dreadful Visitation: Pepys’s City and the Great Plague Walking Tour
30 April 1665 . . . Great fears of the sickness here in the City . . . God 
preserve us all
Explore the London of Samuel Pepys’ time and discover how seventeenth-
century Londoners dealt with disease, death and burial. After the walk, join 
MOLA Human Osteologist Don Walker, as he reveals what archaeology 
has uncovered about the Plague and the lives of the people it claimed.

The starting point of the walk will be available after booking. Please note 
that you will need to provide an emergency contact, and state accessibility 
requirements at least a week before the walk takes place.

This event will be taking place mostly outdoors so please dress in 
comfortable shoes and clothes.
http://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/events/pepys-and-plague

Fleet Air Arm Museum 
Aero Hall: A one-hour whistle-stop tour with our Aircraft 

Curator and/or Engineers 

The Fleet Air Arm Museum’s Reserve Collection is now larger than many 
other entire aircraft museums and is housed in a purpose built and climate-
controlled building called Cobham Hall. Cobham Hall is now bulging 
with precious assortment of all things ‘naval aviation heritage’ as we just 
keep on adding to it! So much so that sadly we are unable to conduct our 
regular annual Open Day. There is simply not the space to accommodate 
all our visitors and enthusiasts all at once. However, we fully appreciate 
the interest to still get ‘behind the scenes’ and we will therefore be holding 
a series of special guided tours 2016. 

These will commence with a one off day on 18 November, 2015. Other 
dates are: 17 March 2016; 15 September 2016; 8 December 2016.

Two sessions per day, 10.00 a.m. and 12.00 p.m. (extra times will be 
added if demand allows).

All tours will be £12.00 per person, (£10 for SOFFAAM Members), 
places are limited and MUST be booked in advance via Museum Ticket 

http://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/events/pepys-and-plague
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Box. Call 01935 842616/7 or visit in person to book your place. Price 
does not include access to the main museum. For more see http://www.
fleetairarm.com/event/87.aspx 

The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings 2015/2016

HQS Wellington, Victoria Embankment, London
The usual start time is now 18:30, with the Wardroom bar open from 17:45.

9 November 
Marine Art Displayed: A Master-Class Ossie Jones
NB: a buffet supper will be served beforehand (Talk-only is not possible 

on this occasion)

14 December 2015
Surgeon on a Troopship Dr Robert Bruce-Chwatt

11 January 2016
The History of the Five Ark Royals Rear-Admiral David Snelson

8 February 2016
200 Years of Swire and the China Navigation Company Robert Jennings

21 March 2016 
Refugee Merchant Fleets & the Allied War Effort in the Second World War 

Captain Adrian White

The lectures (with the exception of the 9 November master class) are 
followed by an optional supper: two courses and a glass of wine, at a cost 
of £32 (£27 for WT Friends) with a donation of £5 requested from those 
who attend the talk only.

Bookings for the talk (and supper) should be made by the Thursday 
prior to the talk, by calling Alison Harris (0207 836 8179) or email to 
info@thewellingtontrust.com

SNR Website: reminder and an update 

Several members have asked whether they can be notified about responses 
to posts that they have made on the Forum. There is a tick box at the bottom 
of the form on which posts can be written, which when ticked will ensure 
that you will receive an email notifying you of any follow-up replies.

Also, as part of the constant review and update of the website, access to 
The Mariners Mirror has been improved. Members can now log in, click 
on ‘My Account’ next to the login button and find clear and easy access 
to the archive. 

http://www.fleetairarm.com/event/87.aspx
http://www.fleetairarm.com/event/87.aspx
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Exeter University Podcasts
The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies at Exeter University has begun 
a new initiative to record its events, and to make these publically available, 
creating an online visual and sound archive of the centre’s activities, and 
those of its members. New podcasts will be posted regularly. Current 
podcasts include:

Navies and Revolutions: Defining the Royal Navy, Creation and 
Development, 1660–1749 by Sam McLean of King’s College London, 
who speaks about the institutional development of the Royal Navy during 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, from a seminar on ‘Navies and 
Revolutions’ held at the University of Exeter on 27 November 2013.

Navies and Revolutions: The Fronde in France during the 1640s by 
Dr Alan James of King’s College London, who speaks about the Fronde 
revolution in mid-seventeenth century France, from a seminar on ‘Navies 
and Revolutions’ held at the University of Exeter on 27 November 2013.

http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/
podcasts/ 

Books by Members

James Davey In Nelson’s Wake: The Navy and 
the Napoleonic Wars Yale University Press, 2015, 
352pp, isbn 978-0-30020-065-2, hardback, £25
 
The Napoleonic Wars saw Britain immersed in 
a conflict of unprecedented scale and intensity. 
With France dominant on the European mainland, 
the fate of the British population rested first and 
foremost on the Royal Navy and the thousands 
of individuals who served on warships around the 
world. Most famous of all was Horatio Nelson, 
who won a notable victory over the French at the 
battle of Trafalgar in 1805. This victory did not, 

however, end the war at sea. Over the subsequent decade, the Royal Navy 
played a crucial role in the struggle against Napoleonic France, and helped 
ensure his final defeat.

In this compelling history James Davey traces the numerous roles 
played by the navy between 1803 and 1815. From battles and blockades to 
convoys and raids, he shows that British ships were a constant presence, 
thwarting Napoleon’s ambitions and helping to ensure a British victory. 
Dramatically narrating famous events alongside less well-known actions, 
Davey tells the story of the many individuals who followed in Nelson’s 
wake. From reckless officers and courageous sailors, to canny politicians 
and those who laboured in the royal dockyards, he shows how people 
from across Britain made a fundamental contribution to the war effort 
and, in doing so, helped shape British history.

http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/podcasts/
http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/podcasts/
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SNR members can order this book at the special price of £19.00 
(rrp £25.00) when ordering direct from www.yalebooks.co.uk. Enter 
promotion code Y1526 when prompted at the checkout stage of your 
order. Offer runs from 1st November 2015 until 31 January 2016. Free 
postage and packing UK only.

James Goldrick Before Jutland: The naval war in 
northern European waters, August 1914-February 
1915 Naval Institute Press, 2015, 400 pp, isbn 978-
1-59114-349-9, paperback

Before Jutland is a definitive study of the naval 
engagements in northern European waters in 1914–
15 when the German High Sea Fleet faced the Grand 
Fleet in the North Sea and the Russian Fleet in the 
Baltic. Author James Goldrick re-examines one 
of the key periods of naval operations in the First 
World War, arguing that a focus on the campaign on 
the western front conceals the reality that the Great 

War was also a maritime conflict. Combining new historical information 
from primary sources with a comprehensive analysis of the operational 
issues, this book is an extensive revision of The King’s Ships Were at Sea, 
Goldrick’s earlier work on this naval campaign. In all, Before Jutland 
shows not only what happened, but how the various navies evolved to 
meet the challenges that they faced during the Great War and whether or 
not that evolution was successful. 

Philip Payton, Alston Kennerley and Helen Doe 
(eds) The Maritime History of Cornwall University 
of Exeter Press, 2014, 496 pp, isbn 978-0-85989-
850-8, hardback, £65.00

Cornwall is quintessentially a maritime region. 
Almost an island, nowhere in it is further than 25 
miles from the sea. Cornwall’s often distinctive 
history has been moulded by this omnipresent 
maritime environment, while its strategic position 
at the western approaches—jutting out into the 

Atlantic—has given this history a global impact.
It is perhaps surprising then, that, despite the central place of the sea 

in Cornwall’s history, there has not yet been a full maritime history of 
Cornwall. The Maritime History of Cornwall sets out to fill this gap, 
exploring the rich and complex maritime inheritance of this unique 
peninsula.

In a beautifully illustrated volume, individually commissioned 
contributions from distinguished historians elaborate on the importance 
of different periods, from the Middle Ages to the twentieth century.

The Maritime History of Cornwall is a significant addition to the 
literature of international maritime history and is indispensable to those 
with an interest in Cornwall past and present.

Winner of the Holyer an Gof Non-Fiction Award 2015.

http://www.yalebooks.co.uk
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Richard Woodman Sword of State: The tempering
Endeavour Press, June 2015,187pp, ASIN: 
B00ZUSH6FO

The year is 1652. General George Monck has been 
through an awful lot since he sat as a prisoner in the 
Tower of London eight years before. He had led his 
men admirably through campaigns in Ireland and 
Scotland, but still storm clouds surround his future. 
Six months ago Monck’s life had been put in peril as 
he underwent the agonies of the spotted-fever. 

He had been away from his beloved Anne for many months and had 
come to London to find whether Ratsford – who had abandoned Anne 
some four years earlier after robbing her of her life’s savings – was alive 
and still proving to be an obstacle to their proposed marriage or dead. 
Now rumours were surfacing that the increasing difficulties with the 
Dutch were most likely to lead to war, thus creating a further obstacle to 
Monck’s matrimonial intentions. But the soldier in Monck would never 
stand down from the call of duty. 

His life with Anne will have to wait as Parliament and the Army Council 
require the general’s artillery expertise as naval conflict with the Dutch 
becomes inevitable. Will the great general find his sea legs and overcome 
his greatest challenge yet? 

In The Tempering, the second book in the Sword of the State trilogy, 
award-winning author Richard Woodman recreates the true story of 
George Monck, a giant of the seventeenth century. Monck is all but 
forgotten today, yet his legacy is nothing less than the British monarchy 
and a famous regiment – the Coldstream Guards. 

Captain Richard Martin Woodman LVO is an English novelist and 
naval historian who retired in 1997 from a 37-year nautical career, mainly 
working for Trinity House, to write full time. His main work is 14 volumes 
about the career of Nathaniel Drinkwater, and shorter series about James 
Dunbar and William Kite, but he also written a range of factual books 
about eighteenth century and Second World War history.

Nicholas Jellicoe Jutland: The unfinished battle
Seaforth/Naval Institute Press forthcoming March 
2016, 352 pp, isbn 978-1-84832-321-6, £30

One hundred years after Jutland, the first and 
largest engagement of Dreadnoughts in the 
twentieth century, historians are still fighting this 
controversial and misunderstood battle. What was 
in fact a strategic victory stands out starkly against 
the background of bitter public disappointment in 
the Royal Navy and decades of divisive acrimony 
and very public infighting between the camps 

supporting the two most senior commanders, Jellicoe and Beatty. This 
book not only re-tells the story of the battle from both a British and 
German perspective based on the latest research, but it also helps clarify 
the context of Germany’s inevitable naval clash. It then traces the bitter 
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dispute that ensued in the years after the smoke of war had cleared right 
up to his death in 1935, Admiral Jellicoe was embroiled in what became 
known as the Jutland Controversy. Nick Jellicoe is uniquely placed to 
tell the story of Jutland. His naval connections are strong: his father, the 
second Earl served as First Lord of the Admiralty while his grandfather, 
Sir John Jellicoe commanded the Grand Fleet for the first two years on the 
war, from 1914 to 1916 famously described by Churchill as being the only 
man who could have lost the war in an afternoon.

Author’s Note
My book will be published in March 2016 in the UK by Rob Gardiner’s 
Seaforth Publishing and in the United States by the Naval Institute Press. It 
has been – is (as we are still correcting typos) – an enormous commitment. 
But it has also been an equally rewarding and passionate road to have 
walked, and the friends that I have met (and continue to meet) one of the 
greatest of pleasures.

The book will be supported by animations on Jutland1916.com which 
will be launched as a site (in addition to the current blog) on 11 November. 
The site will aim to give educators materials for teaching but also contain 
materials for naval history buffs. It will also contain a mass of materials 
on the Jutland ships, gunnery and signals as well as the admiral’s press 
clippings never before available in one place. Site visitors will be able to 
find out latest news on Jutland events, places with Jutland connections 
and personal stories that are only just now emerging.

University Courses
University of Hull Maritime Historical Studies Centre

The Department of History offers a BA History with Maritime History, 
and maritime history modules are also offered to students registered on 
the History Department’s MA programmes, while supervision is available 
for those seeking to undertake a PhD.

http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistory.aspx 
mhsc@hull.ac.uk

Greenwich Maritime Institute,
University of Greenwich

Maritime Studies, MA by Research combines some of the coursework 
elements of a taught MA or MSc, with a longer dissertation which, unlike 
taught masters’ programmes, must be started at the beginning of the course. 
The aim of the programme is to provide highly qualified and competent 
students who have a clearly focused research interest with the opportunity 
to complete a master’s degree. The degree will be a key step on the career 
path of anyone wishing to pursue an academic career in maritime history, 
maritime policy, maritime commerce, or maritime defence and security 
studies.

http://www2.gre.ac.uk/study/courses

http://www.Jutland1916.com
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistory.aspx
mailto:mhsc%40hull.ac.uk?subject=Maritime%20History%20Courses
http://www2.gre.ac.uk/study/courses
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University of Exeter Centre or Maritime Historical Studies

The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies was formed to promote a 
wider understanding of the significance of maritime history within the 
world of historical scholarship. 

The centre’s staff is especially committed to supervise MA and PhD 
students and to encourage them in the publication of their books and 
articles.

http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/ 
history@exeter.ac.uk 

The university’s online non-accredited short courses are designed for 
students who would like to learn about a subject with a university and 
with guidance from a tutor but without committing time and money to a 
long-term accredited programme.
The courses are available in a broad range of subjects and are studied by 
students all over the world, including aspects of maritime history. Because 
these courses do not award credits or count towards degrees, there are no 
compulsory assessments or exams. They are flexible in their delivery and 
offered entirely online and so are adaptable to fit most student’s schedules. 
Courses typically run for between 10 and 20 weeks. http://education.
exeter.ac.uk/dll/ 

New Members and Reported Deaths
1 July–3o September 2015

New Members
Full
Don Farr, Conway Springs. Kansas, USA
Kathy Love, Wassenaar, Zuid Holland, Netherlands
Anthony Boswell, Morecambe, Lancashire
Adrian Ballentyne, Leicester
Matthew Champion, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, USA
Ian Dillon, Garran, Canberra, Australia
Andrew Hill, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire
Stephanie Vasek, London
Julian Carey, Vale, Guernsey
Neil Beaumont, Romford, Essex
Nicholas Taylor, Atworth,Wiltshire
Colin Wilkinson, Newmarket, Suffolk
Nick Thomas, Edinburgh, Scotland
David Byrne, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tyne & Wear
Tim Benbow, Wantage, Oxford
Cathy Shelbourne, Ipswich, Suffolk
Laurence Blundell, Barton under Needwood, Staffordshire
John Henshaw, Hove, Sussex
Willard Archambeau, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA
Christopher Cosden, Fort Myers, Florida, USA
Ian Robertson, Borehamwood, Herts
Steven Birch, Cromarty,Scotland

http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/
mailto:history%40exeter.ac.uk?subject=Maritime%20History%20courses
http://education.exeter.ac.uk/dll/
http://education.exeter.ac.uk/dll/
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Jacqui Farnham, Twickenham, Richmond
Pieter Cornelissan, Amsterdam, Netherlands
Neil Bennett Reynalton, Pembroke
Glyn Foulkes, Southampton, Hampshire
 
Students
Stuart Smith, Great Bookham, Surrey
Lydia Rapoza, Coventry, West Midlands
Rachel Sisman, Romford, Essex
Meredith Greiling, Aberdeen, Scotland
Vladyslav Malska, Ontario, Canada
Viktoria Chilcote, Girdwood, Arkansas, USA
Graeme Addicott, Victoria, Australia
 
Reported deaths
There were only two, both from 2014
N. S. Dick. British Columbia, Canada
E. W. Lewis, Streatham, London

Topmasts is published on the web in February, May, August and November. 
The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first week of the 
preceding month. Please send announcements as early as possible to ensure 
that they are published. All copy should be sent to:

topmasts@snr.org.uk
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