Topmasts

February 2016 No. 17
The Quarterly Newsletter of
The Society for Nautical Research

Contents
Chairman’s Column
Society Fellowship
Editor’s Notes
A Geologist Aboard ‘Glomar II’:
Oil and gas exploration, offshore Columbia 1972 with
Global Marine Inc.
The 2nd Motor Torpedo Boat Flotilla,
Hong Kong, 1938–41
The Sea War Museum Jutland and the Memorial Park for
the Battle of Jutland at Thyborøn, Denmark
Naval Conference at the Escola Naval
Commemorating Portugal’s engagement
in First World War
Wreck Diving in Lanzarote
A Wonderful and Spectacular Saturday
Overseas News from The Netherlands
Alexandra
News
Remains of Revolutionary War vessel discovered in Alexandria va
Awards
Private Shipping in Renaissance Venice (1480–1550)
SNR News
Steamship Historical Society of America
‘The Mariners Mirror:’ Book Reviews
The Fenland Lighter Project
Steam-tugs, horses . . . and ‘a mutual and unnatural jealousy’
that affected the region
Events
National Museum of the Royal Navy
Empire of the Sea and King Cnut 1016–2016
Firths and Fjords: A Coastal History Conference
International Postgraduate Port
and Maritime History Conference
New Researchers Conference
7th International Industrial Heritage Conference
MHE Conference
East Anglian Maritime Heritage, Past, Present and Future
More than Just Jutland

3
3
4
5
5
11
14
19
19
21
23
24
27
27
27
28
28
29
29
29
29
29
30
30
31
32
32
33
33
34
34
35

Title image: ‘Sixty Degrees South’ by John Everett; courtesy of the National Maritime Museum (BHC2451)

ISSN 2049-6796

Topmasts no. 17
The Royal Navy at War, 1914–18
Encounters and Translations: Mapping and Writing the Waters
of the World
The First World War at Sea 1914–1919
Naval Arsenals (c. 1600–c. 2000)
Call for Papers
Historic Ships 2016
Exhibitions
National Maritime Museum
Samuel Pepys: Plague, Fire, Revolution
Merseyside Maritime Museum
On the Waterfront
Maritime Archaeology Trust
Forgotten Wrecks of the First World War Temporary Exhibitions
Lectures
SNR (South) Programme
Kings Maritime History Seminars 2015–16
National Maritime Museum Cornwall
National Maritime Museum
The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings 2015/2016
Mutating Memories and the Making of a Wartime Myth in South
Africa: Remembering the SS ‘Mendi’ Disaster 1917–2017
Society of Friends of the Fleet Air Arm Museum Monthly Talks
University Courses
University of Exeter
University of Hull
Portsmouth University
University of Malta
New Members and Reported Deaths
1 October–31 December 2014

35
35
36
36
36
36
37
37
37
38
38
38
38
39
39
40
40
41
43
43
44
44
44
44
45
45
46
46

2

Topmasts no. 17

Chairman’s Column
Society Fellowship
The subject of a Fellowship for the Society was first mooted during
the deliberations of the Way Ahead Group that I chaired in 2011 at the
invitation of the then Chairman, Professor Richard Harding. As there
were more pressing changes to implement when I became Chairman, the
subject of the Fellowship lay dormant until June 2014 when I asked former
Chairman Alan Aberg to lead a small steering group to examine whether a
Fellowship would be of benefit to the Society and, if so, what form should
it take and how might it be implemented.
The steering group looked at the different ways that societies and
institutions had established their fellowships – ranging from one in which
every member was automatically a fellow to another in which there
was only a small handful of fellows. While some institutions require
professional qualifications to become a fellow, this was not appropriate
to our Society and, after some discussion in Council, a model was devised
in which a member of the Society could be offered a Fellowship if he or
she had made an outstanding contribution to the objectives of the Society.
Council also discussed how such a Fellowship would sit alongside
the existing awards – the Victory Medal, the Anderson Medal and the
Centenary Medal – and agreed that the creation of a Fellowship should
help to maintain the Society’s position within the nation’s academic and
research communities. Furthermore, we believed that, with both home
and overseas members being eligible for election, a Fellowship should
enhance the international standing of the Society.
We agreed that simply being a member of the Society for a number
of years was not a sufficient reason for election but that an outstanding
contribution to the aims of the Society was necessary. It was recognized
that establishing a system to manage such a scheme and maintaining a
high standard would involve an administrative load but this we judged to
be within the ability of the present management structure. Nominations
would have to be handled discreetly as it was recognized that not everyone
whose name was submitted would automatically be elected.
To establish a root-stock on which the Fellowship could be grafted, we
agreed that the first tranche of candidates would be drawn from members
of the Society who were, or had been, either an officer of the Society, a
vice-president, a Council member who had served for more than one term,
a chairman of an SNR committee or a member of the Editorial Board.
Their names would be put before Council and – subject to their being
proposed and supported by three Council members, would be invited to
become Fellows. I put this proposition to the AGM on 13 June 2015 and
it was agreed without any reservations.
Since last year’s AGM, Council members have been provided with the
list of those members who are eligible for election under the above criteria
and, of these, 32 were nominated – with suitable citations – supported by
three other members and elected by simple majority vote. I have written
to each of them and, providing they each accept what the Society considers
to be an honour, their names will be announced at the AGM on 18 June
2016 and recorded in The Mariner’s Mirror.
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After the 2016 AGM, the procedure will be opened up such that any
member of the Society may nominate another member for admission to
the Fellowship, providing that the proposer believes that the nominee
has made an outstanding contribution to the objectives of the Society. By
June the detailed procedure for submitting nominations will have been
published on the Society’s website, including a Fellowship Nomination
Form. The member making the nomination will be required to share his/
her citation with three other members of the Society, seeking their support
for the nomination.
I will by then have formed a small group of vice-presidents and Council
members who will act as a screening group to ensure that the quality of
the Fellowship is maintained. They will examine the nominations before
submitting the names and their endorsements to Council. Any submissions
that are deemed not to meet the required standard will be returned in strict
confidence so that there will be no embarrassment.
Inclusion in the list of Fellows of the Society for Nautical Research is
intended for life and, if they so wish, Fellows may use the post-nominal
abbreviation FSNR.
Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s Notes
Maritime History is clearly thriving at the moment, as this edition of
Topmasts includes notification of no fewer than eleven conferences relating
to a range of different aspects of maritime history. I would encourage
members who attend any of these conferences to send a report such as
Seán T. Rickard’s in this edition to topmasts@snr.org.uk. Also, if you have
the opportunity, please encourage the conference speakers to get in touch
so that we can publish a magazine-style article covering their presentation.
This edition also carries a fascinating article about the earliest days of
offshore drilling rigs, which, although only 40 or so years ago, looks so
different to the oil and gas rigs that now operate in some of the most hostile
seas in the world. There is also an article that takes us back to the fall of
Hong Kong at the end of 1941, and follows the escape of RN personnel
and others through China. At the beginning of the centenary year of the
battle of Jutland there is an article describing a newly opened museum
dedicated to naval conflict in the North Sea in the twentieth century. The
Sea War Museum is a fascinating place to visit for naval historians, while
treating the family to a wonderful holiday in Denmark. In this centenary
year, I would like to include an article linked to the battle of Jutland in
all four editions in 2016, but as always that depends on articles being
submitted by SNR members and other historians, so please, share your
research and family stories.
Articles from our Overseas Corresponding Members are hopefully
now a part of every edition of Topmasts, and I am pleased to welcome
Laureano Carbonell-Relat as our new correspondent in Spain. Laureano
is a retired master mariner who has studied history and geography at
postgraduate level, and he was one of the most prolific abstract writers
for the digitization of The Mariner’s Mirror. Members may have met
Laureano at the 2015 AGM. We look forward to his updates from Spain. If
4
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your country is not represented by an Overseas Corresponding Member
and you would like to provide a maritime history update once or twice a
year, please contact me.
Now that Topmasts carries a wide variety of articles, the Publications
Committee have suggested that an index of the articles published each
year, so that readers have a quick reference point, and do not have to trawl
through the four editions. I hope that the index for 2015 will be on the
website soon, so look out for it if you want to search for an article.
Since I took over as editor of Topmasts a year ago (this is the fifth edition
I have edited), I have tried to include magazine-style articles of general
interest both to members of SNR and to Internet browsers, as well as SNR
news and information about conferences and lectures. However, I am the
editor and not the author of articles, and Topmasts needs steady flow of
interesting articles. So why not submit an article? Most contributions are
between 1,000 and 2,000 words, so the task is not too burdensome.
Nigel Blanchford
topmasts@snr.org.uk

A Geologist Aboard ‘Glomar II’:
Oil and gas exploration, offshore Columbia 1972 with
Global Marine Inc.
My future employment and adventures with Global Marine Inc. began,
inauspiciously, in a casual conversation with Dr Richard Stone, my
graduate studies advisor. ‘Bill Rader, from Global Marine, is looking for a
geologist with sand and gravel experience for a marine mining project. You
should talk to him,’ he suggested. This was in 1968 while I was working
full time as a production manager for Pacific Rock & Gravel Co., ‘making
small ones out of big ones’, or construction aggregates used in Southern
California. Also, I was a part time graduate student at the University of
Southern California majoring in Economic Geology.
In addition, there was heightened interest in the scientific and commercial
aspects of the world’s oceans encouraged by a deep-sea drilling programme
(Mohole Project), undertaken by the CUSS I. The CUSS I was a drilling
vessel built and operated by a partnership of oil companies, consisting of
Continental, Union, Shell and Superior. Later in 1958 this partnership was
disbanded and its assets and management team became Global Marine Inc.
Global Marine continued as an offshore drilling contractor for the oil
and gas industry, as well as a pioneer and developer of hull shaped drilling
vessels. In 1968, under the Deep Sea Drilling Project funded by the National
Science Foundation, Global Marine continued to drill and sample the sea
floor of the world’s oceans with its ship the Glomar Challenger. Deep sea
drilling was enabled by the development of equipment which allowed the
maintenance of the drill ship’s position over, and reentry into the bore
hole by the CUSS partnership and later perfected by Global Marine.1
I met Bill Rader in Global Marine’s downtown Los Angeles office,
the historic Fine Arts Building (Romanesque Revival) on Seventh Street.
1 ‘A New Business, a New Industry, Local Man Founds Company that Opens Great Industrial
Potential’, The Daily News, Whittier ca, 12 Apr. 12, 1972, 21, provides a history of Robert F. Bauer,
a Whittier resident, who helped found Global Marine Inc. in 1958, and served as its CEO.
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He indicated that Global Marine was recruiting geologists and engineers
to explore for and develop mineral, oil and gas resources from the sea
floor. I was intrigued with the prospect of being in on the ground floor
of ocean mining, utilizing my geological education and experience in the
sand and gravel industry, as well as working with an innovative company.
This opportunity seemed much more exciting than running a rock plant. I
accepted a position beginning in January 1969 for $800 per month.2
Initially, in 1969–70, I developed and managed several exploration
programs which delineated and sampled off shore sand and gravel deposits
in the Southern California area.
Later in 1972, I served as geologist aboard Global Marine’s Glomar II.
This ship was drilling an oil and gas prospect in the Gulf of Uraba, southwest
of Cartagena, Columbia. It was Global Marine’s first participating well,
a one eighth interest in a 250,000 acre concession.3 My experiences and
observations during the three weeks I was aboard the Glomar II were
recorded in letters home to my wife, and recounted below.
Getting There
My early morning flight, on 3 February, from Los Angeles, California,
to Cartagena, Columbia, was through Mexico City, Panama and Bogota.
‘The airport at Cartagena has the flavor of Mexico on first appraisal, a
feel of Africa and Spain on the second appraisal and by the third it was
distinctively Colombian, a blend of all three . . .’4
But no one was there to meet me. However I recognized a familiar
face in the crowd. Raymond Garcia was waiting for his recent bride who
unfortunately missed the flight. He worked with me, on the Rigger II,
sampling sand and gravel deposits off southern California. Global Marine’s
temporary offices were in a Phillips Petroleum warehouse, and there
‘Bob Rose, Manager of the Glomar II, filled me in on the current state of
chaos. The phones and electricity were temporarily out-of-order and the
helicopter which was to fly me down to the rig was broken down.’ Asked
what the next alternative was, Bob responded ‘the supply boat’. The D.M.
Levy was leaving the following afternoon and required a minimum of 32
hours for the 150 mile trip from Cartagena. Once the power and phones
came back on I was able to secure a room for the night at the Americano
Hotel though with some difficulty as a convention was in town and almost
every available hotel room was booked up.
The next day I checked out of the Americano Hotel and boarded the
D.M. Levy, for the trip to the Gulf of Uraba and the Glomar II. Cartagena’s
harbor lies in the shadow of fortifications built by Spain during the 1500’s
to protect its treasure fleets bearing gold from the New to the Old World.
The largest of these, the Castillo de San Felipe de Barajas, dominates the
harbor as well as the old walled city.
The D.M. Levy’s crew was a mixture of nationalities – American,
English, Scandinavian, and Columbian. They were all new as they replaced
a prior crew who had accidentally rammed the Levy into the Glomar II.
2 Letter from William L. Rader, Marine Exploration Manager, Global Marine Inc. Oceanics
Division to Douglas W. Sprague, dated 13 Dec. 1968, offering him a position with the company
3 Newspaper clipping, unattributed.
4 The quoted matter here is from the correspondence of Judy Sprague during Feb. 1972, describing
Douglas Sprague’s activities and observations in Cartagena and on the D. M. Levy and Glomar II.
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The incident was much discussed on our trip down. It was speculated that
if the Levy had had more speed she might have sunk the Glomar II. ‘The
Levy hit the Glomar II right at her generator room. Water in there would
have shorted out all generators. No generators, no power – no power no
pumps.’
I reached the Glomar II on 6 February. ‘She is not a pretty ship, but
looks like she can do the job. The D. M. Levy made a perfect landing with
no ramming. But the crew of the Glomar II did have a few anxious looks
among them as we pulled alongside.’
Glomar II
The Glomar II was Global Marine’s first self-propelled drilling ship, built
in 1962 from the keel up to the company’s design. A drilling derrick was
placed amidships over an open bay, or ‘moon pool’. The moon pool was
large enough to accommodate the blow-out-preventer in addition to other
well drilling and completion equipment. Drill pipe and well casing were
laid out forward of the moon pool. The floor of the derrick straddled the
moon pool allowing the drilling crew access to the rotary table, the kelly,
drill string and other equipment typical of an oil drilling rig. A helicopter
pad occupied her stern.
The Glomar II was 268 feet in length, with a 58-foot beam and drew
15 feet. Her drilling depth was rated for 25,000 feet.5 Painted, navy gray
midships, black on her bow and stern, she was further embellished with
streaks of brown rust. Large tires from earthmoving equipment, which
festooned her port and starboard, act as fenders. ‘Not what you would
call a tidy ship.’

‘Glomar II’, Gulf of Uraba, Columbia, February 1972

5 ‘Global Marine Inc. Oceanic Drilling, Engineering and Construction’ describes the company’s
history, capabilities, management and staff and its fleet of ships and associated equipment; brochure
dated Dec. 1969, p. 14.
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Three workboats accompanied her, the D.M. Levy, the Rigger II and the
Rosario (a Second World War vintage landing craft). These boats served as
the supply line from the Glomar II to Cartagena, 150 miles away.
Drilling was round the clock, so the ship was on a noisy, 24-hour
schedule. As there were three drilling crews, meals were served every six
hours. The food ‘is greasy, canned and consists almost wholly, in its main
courses, of fried beef. Fresh veggies marked the arrival of the supply boat
. . . One bright spot does exist and that is baking. Pies, cakes and cookies
are fresh and abundant.’
Crew
The ship’s crew can be best characterized as colorful and multinational,
primarily American, English and Columbian. But also included Norwegian,
Australian and others from several South American countries.
The following major categories of jobs aboard the Glomar II describes
the variety of skills required to ‘drill a small hole in the sea floor’ looking
for oil and gas:
1. Marine (Ship’s Crew) – skipper, radio operator, engineer and crew,
steward and crew, seamen;
2. Drilling-tool pusher, drilling crew, roustabouts;
3. Geological and geophysical scientists, mud and well-logging
technicians;
4. Divers;
5. Managers and supervisors;
6. General labour – Columbian nationals to handle bagged cement,
drilling mud and additives;
7. Helicopter pilot;
8. Coast guard officer
Gulf of Uraba
The drill site, in the Gulf of Uraba, was located off the north coast of
Columbia, adjacent to the Isthmus of Panama. We were south of a
headland, which protected the ship from the prevailing north-easterlies.
Thus the sea around us was characteristically calm, even in a strong blow.
Good for ‘making hole’ and good for my ‘landlubberly stomach’.
‘The sea is a dark gray-green and turbid. According to the divers, this
turbidity extends downward some 20 feet.’ We speculate that this turbid
layer is fresh water, from several rivers flowing into the Gulf, its lighter
density allowing it to float atop the denser salt water.
On clear days both sides of the Gulf can be seen from the deck. Small
villages concealed along the shore are evidenced by fishing boats which
appear around us each evening. ‘Lights blinking from their mast heads
resemble eyes of curious night creatures, kept at bay by our searchlights.’
The Bore Hole 10
Late on 10 February the bore hole reached 6,400 feet in depth. It was
planned to ‘set casing’ before drilling deeper, to protect the hole’s integrity.
Prior to this it is routine to ‘log the hole’. However, once the drill string
was withdrawn, the surrounding clay formation began to swell and close
off the bore hole. It took three days to unclog the hole and log it. Logging,
8
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Douglas Sprague logging well cuttings, aboard the ‘Glomar II’, February 1972

using various geophysical methods, provides information on the porosity,
permeability and hydrocarbon saturation of the surrounding strata.
Understanding of these characteristics is necessary for designing methods
for future production.
My job as geologist was to describe the lithology of the cuttings as they
came up with the drilling mud and look for a ‘show’ of oil. Casing is set or
‘cemented in’ to protect the hole from caving, and seal off the formations
through which it passes. This is important as some of the formations may
be under pressure, having the potential for a ‘blowout’. The casing is
attached to a plate on the sea floor which in turn is fixed to a blow-outpreventer. The blow-out-preventer consists of a series of hydraulic values
which when activated close off the bore hole, as a means to stop or control
a blow-out.
Problems and Mishaps
On 17 February, while assembling and lowering pipe to case the hole, the
pipe broke loose and embedded itself at the bottom of the hole. Efforts to
‘fish’ it out using 500,000 pounds of pull were not successful.
To proceed, after two days of fishing, the casing was left as is, perforated
above the last joint and cement was circulated up the ‘annulus’ (space
between the side of the hole and the outside of the casing). Once the
cement set up and a bigger blow-out preventer stack was placed, drilling
continued.
‘The hole is beginning to be unlucky. As I was writing a letter home
(on the 18th), the ship began to list to port. Dropping my pen I rushed
outside. Mud was spouting up the casing onto the derrick floor and
9
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pouring off the ship’s bottom deck adjacent to the moon pool. People
were scrambling about the decks like a disrupted column of ants. I was
witnessing a blow out! A small one as it later turned out, but nevertheless
potentially dangerous.’
Should gas escape from the hole and bubble up into the surrounding
sea water it can lower the water’s density and its ability to float a ship like
the Glomar II. ‘On the last hole drilled by the Glomar II, such an event
almost sank her. Before the hole was closed off she was listing badly’.
Something similar seemed to be happening again.
In our situation, ‘it seems that water instead of mud was being pumped
down the hole. Because of water’s lighter density, a reduction of hydrostatic
pressure occurred down hole. A high pressure formation was thus able to
spit up a gas, water and mud mixture which erupted from the hole’. The
blow out was soon contained and we were drilling again.
Communication
Letters were a more practical and cost effective means of communication,
costing 25 cents versus $45 for a five-minute phone call, if you could get
connected.
I left the Glomar II on the 21st to travel to Cartagena to phone home.
The phone service was simply awful. ‘. . . it required a 1 hour wait for
one of the four trunk lines to Bogota, from which the call is routed to the
states.’ I tried until midnight and the following day to get through. Finally
I got through to the office and had Gordon Anderson, a geologist who
preceded me, pass a message to my wife.
Back on the rig and back home
I was subsequently back on the rig for another week. The burp of gas
during the blowout was the only show of hydrocarbons during my time
aboard. But I certainly got an education in off shore oil and gas exploration
vintage of the 1970s.
Once home, on 2 March, in Whittier, California, I found I was to be
a father. But not until after another tour aboard the Glomar IV, drilling
Global Marine’s second participating well. This was during the summer
drilling season in the North Sea, south of the Shetland Islands.
Douglas W. Sprague is a retired geologist with an interest in British and
American military and maritime history of the nineteenth century. He has
served in several capacities in the industrial minerals industry, as production
manager, plant engineer, and geologist. During the period 1969–73, he was
employed by Global Marine to explore for off shore mineral, oil and gas
resources in the North Sea, Bering Sea, off the West Coast of the United
States and in the Caribbean Sea.
Later, as member and subsequently executive officer of the reorganized
(1976) California’s State Mining and Geology Board, he was responsible
for drafting and implementing regulations for the state’s Surface Mining
and Reclamation Act of 1975.
Prior to retirement in 2012, he permitted, reclaimed to native habitat
and closed a number of sand and gravel operations for Vulcan Materials
Company, formerly CalMat Co., in southern California, living with the
regulations he helped write.
10
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The 2nd Motor Torpedo Boat Flotilla,
Hong Kong, 1938–41
The Transition from ‘Peace’ to War
At the end of 1938 the Royal Navy’s Second Motor Torpedo Boat Flotilla
was formed at Hong Kong. It comprised six British power boat 60-foot
craft, numbers 7 to 12 which carried a crew of nine; and two Thornycroft
55-foot craft, numbers 26 and 27 with a crew of five.
MTBs 1–19 were the first batch of Motor Torpedo Boats to be built for
the Royal Navy. They were built by the British Power Boat Company
as a private venture, hopefully to achieve Admiralty contracts. They
were some 60 feet long with a 13-foot beam and a draught of 3 feet; three
shafts from petrol motors gave them a speed of around 30 knots and they
were armed with two nests of four .303 machine guns and two 18-inch
torpedoes. Unlike later MTBs the torpedoes were carried in troughs using
rapid acceleration and gravity to launch them over the stern.
The purpose of the Royal Navy’s China Fleet had always been to protect
British interests in China – to see that British merchants had access to the
treaty ports; to protect British citizens and defend their property; and to
put down the piracy which flourished in the area.
Civil war was taking place in China between the Nationalist and
Communist elements and the fact that China and Japan had been in a state
of undeclared war since 1937 did not help the situation. Japan occupied
swathes of the Chinese mainland and all countries with interests there had
to ensure they kept a strict neutral line.
The China Fleet were kept busy along the length of the China coast, and
the Second MTB Flotilla, too, would have been kept busy in the coastal
waters around the island of Hong Kong and the New Territories. But as
war approached it was inevitable that Britain would be unable to defend
its bases in China. The Royal Navy withdrew from its northern base at
Wei-Hai-Wei and this was followed by the majority of the fleet moving
from Hong Kong to the newly opened base at Singapore.
Initially the MTBs had been crewed by regular naval personnel, but
11
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with the approach of war the responsibility for the manning of the boats
was passed to the Hong Kong RNVR, the reserves.
In December 1941 the Japanese moved against Hong Kong. In defence
of the colony the Royal Navy could muster a few elderly destroyers and
some gunboats which had patrolled the main rivers of China – the YangtseKiang and the West River and, of course, the Second MTB Flotilla. On the
13th MTBs 7 and 9 assisted in evacuating 260 troops of the Indian Rajput
Regiment to HMS Thracian. The first MTB victim was number 8 caught
on the slip at Aberdeen on 16 December. Damaged in an air attack she
caught fire and was lost. MTBs 10 and 26 were also damaged.
On the 19th Japanese forces were using landing craft to ferry their
forces to the island of Hong Kong. Five MTBs formed up in the shelter
of Green Island to attack. The first pair, MTBs 7 and 9, managed to sink
three heavily laden landing craft, but the element of surprise had gone for
the second pair MTBs 11 and 12. MTB 12 was hit and lost. The action was
then abandoned, but MTB 26 either missed the signal, or decided to go out
in a blaze of glory, which she did. The five remaining boats returned to
Repulse Bay on the south side of Hong Kong Island.
Sheltering at Hong Kong was the Nationalist Chinese leader Chiang
Kai Shek’s special envoy Admiral Chan Chak. He had escaped down river
from Canton following the Japanese occupation of the city on 21 October
1938, where he became the Chinese government’s chief agent in Hong
Kong. The admiral had lost a leg in the defence of Canton, and it was
considered imperative that an attempt should be made by the MTBs to
aid the escape of the admiral and a few of his staff and some Hong Kong
government officials.
The five remaining craft of the Second MTB Flotilla were to take their
passengers along the coast from Hong Kong island a few miles north west
to Mirs Bay on the mainland, where contact was to be made with a Chinese
guerrilla force. At 2130 on Christmas Eve MTBs 7, 9, 10, 11 and 27 crept
out of harbour with ships darkened and rigged for silent running. Things
started well but then they were spotted by a Japanese gunboat. MTB 7
was hit and damaged and the Admiral received a bullet wound in his left
shoulder. The damaged craft was scuttled after the survivors, including the
Admiral, were plucked out of the sea just before daybreak.
The four remaining boats finally made it to Mirs Bay with their one
legged and wounded VIP aboard. Once there as many weapons and as
much equipment as could be carried was taken ashore before the last four
MTBs were scuttled. Some fifty officers and men had escaped from Hong
Kong, whilst hundreds of their colleagues were left to face life as Prisoners
of War, many not surviving the ordeal.
Commander Montague RN, a retired officer who had commanded HMS
Robin before it was scuttled, also escaped from Hong Kong in a dockyard
launch and made it to Mirs Bay with two officers and four others.
The journey, 1942
Ahead of the Second MTB Flotilla’s survivors and others lay a 1,700-mile
journey across southern China and Burma. This was to be undertaken
on foot, by river, by road and by train in the middle of a bitterly cold
winter. To start with it was undertaken with whatever they had managed
to salvage from now scuttled MTBs. After the admiral had made contact
12
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with the Chinese guerrilla troops, among whom he was well known and
respected, the party laid low until dusk. The stores, rifles and blankets
were divided up into portable loads to be spread around the party.
Guided by the guerrillas they set off to march over 80 miles which was
to take them several days. They passed through the coastal areas which
were under Japanese control, then into relatively free China. Distances of
15, 31, 8, 20 and 15 miles were recorded before reaching Wei Chow, resting
at both at the guerrillas’ headquarters and at the Chinese regular army
HQ on the way. Their march had been completed across rough country,
fording rivers and streams, in bitterly cold weather. A watchful eye was
kept for Japanese aircraft, and rest periods were taken lying on beds of
straw, sleep being extremely hard to achieve.
The party marched into Wei Chow carrying the White Ensign and the
Chinese flag. They stayed at the American Hospital where they were
nursed back to reasonable fitness by the Chinese staff. Baths and laundry
facilities helped restore morale. Here Admiral Chan Chak and his party
left the RN group. His liaison with the guerrilla troops and his knowledge
of the country had been instrumental in their safe arrival, leading the
survivors for over 80 miles, on crutches and with a bullet in his shoulder.
(This had been removed at the hospital).
New Year’s Eve saw the RN party embark in motorized junks and
sampans and make slow but steady progress 200 miles along the East River
(Tung Kiang, a tributary of the Pearl River). It was a case of going back to
straw bedding and two Chinese meals a day until they reached the town of
Lung Chung on 4 January. Here a British Liaison Officer and several army
officials met the party on arrival and accommodation was arranged at the
local school building. It was there they had their first European food since
their departure from Hong Kong. Their lot was improved by the issue of
some padded clothing which helped against the winter weather.
On 5 January the party began the next part of the exodus from China in
a fleet of lorries. After 200 miles they arrived at Kuckong (Kee Kong), now
the capital of Kwantung Province as Canton was held by the Japanese. The
town boasted a hospital, railway, an airfield, sports facilities and a YMCA.
The sizeable European community had a houseboat which was to become
their home for eight days. Besides R&R, medicals and inoculations were
undertaken at the hospital.
On 16 January the party embarked on a train, destination Lei Chung.
The trip lasted 48 hours, mainly travelling at night and sheltering during
the day because of air raids. Disembarking from the train they joined a
convoy of lorries on the 21st for the next part of their trip, destination
Kwei Yang. By now they were approaching the Burma Road – the
mountainous stretch ‘on the road to Mandalay’. On this section one of the
lorries overturned, resulting in some minor injuries, the worst being two
broken arms. Kwei Yung was reached on 23 January and two days were
spent there. Then followed four days on the road passing through An Nan
and Nan Pi before arriving at Kutsing, a trip of 420 miles. The town was
10,000 feet above sea level and described as a ‘hive of activity’ – there being
an American fighter squadron based at the airfield, and continuous British
convoys passing through from the Middle East into China.
On 1 February they set off for a 48-hour trip to Siakuan where two
days were spent on maintenance of their lorries. Passing through Yung
13
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Pin and Paoshan they then crossed the Mekong River before reaching
their destination Lunging. They crossed the Burmese border at 1800 on 6
February, distance from Kutsing 592 miles.
A week was spent at the Royal Air Force base at Lashio where they
were employed ‘odd-jobbing’. Then it was on to the Alexandria Barracks
at Maymyo to await a train journey from Mandalay to Rangoon. Once
there they were anticipating an early departure for the UK, but they were
to be disappointed. On 14 February they received what they termed ‘the
‘C-in-C’s Valentine Day Love Letter’ – a draft chit across the river to the
Burmese RNVR barracks to man launches and carry out river patrols. The
Japanese were just 60 miles away.
On 20 February, fully kitted up and armed, they were taken to the W/T
base ship Yenguna which was standing by for evacuation parties. Yenguna
was at sea between the 23rd and the 27th carrying out communication
duties but finally, after laying demolition charges around the harbour
facilities, the ship sailed in convoy for India, arriving at Calcutta on 11
March.
On 17 March the main part of the party sailed for UK. But not the
W/T ratings. They were to remain on board Yenguna for a trip to Akyab
where they remained until the town was evacuated on 28 March. Back in
Calcutta on 31 March they were told they would be leaving the next day
for Bombay by train. Here the last of the party sailed for UK aboard SS
Stratheden on 14 April. They arrived in Glasgow on 23 May 1942.
This was not quite the end of the story. In 1945 when the Japanese
capitulated, His Excellency Admiral Chan Chak received the surrender
on behalf of the Nationalist Chinese. He subsequently became the Mayor
of Canton and was knighted by the British for his services to the Allied
cause. Another of the escape party, David MacDougall, became Head of
the civil administration of Hong Kong in 1945.
Second Motor Torpedo Boat Flotilla
MTB Fate 1941
MTB
7
Scuttled at sea, 26 Dec.
8
9
Scuttled, Mirs Bay, 26 Dec. 10
11
Scuttled, Mirs Bay, 26 Dec. 12
26
Lost in action, 20 Dec.
27

Fate 1941
Lost in action, 16 Dec.
Scuttled, Mirs Bay, 26 Dec.
Lost in action, 20 Dec.
Scuttled, Mirs Bay, 26 Dec.
David Wright

The Sea War Museum Jutland
and the Memorial Park for the Battle of Jutland
at Thyborøn, Denmark

The Sea War Museum Jutland is a brand new permanent exhibit dedicated
to naval conflict in the North Sea in the twentieth century. In the First
World War the North Sea was the key naval battleground and the museum
is aimed to reflect the various facets of the war including the battle of
Jutland, submarine warfare, mines, torpedoes and zeppelins. Outside
the museum on the dunes overlooking the sea, one of the largest naval
memorials in Europe, dedicated to the battle of Jutland is currently
undergoing construction.
14
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The museum’s entrance hall featuring among many items, the conning tower of ‘U20’ and guns
from SMS ‘Rostock’ (Sea War Museum Jutland)

It is the culmination of the vision of diver, underwater contractor and
philanthropist Gert Normann Andersen, who has been one of the driving
forces behind the conservation and promulgation of Denmark’s unique
underwater cultural heritage for many years. Gert was the founder of
Denmark’s largest subsea firm, JD-Contractor A/S, which has financed
many expeditions into the North Sea, recovering important artefacts for
the purposes of public education in what is a unique and globally important
collection.
Formally opened on 16 September 2015, the museum is housed in
two large buildings on the coast of Denmark at Thyborøn, overlooking
the North Sea and looking out over the battlefield of Jutland, 1916.
The buildings themselves once belonged to Denmark’s Coastal Safety
Administration and have been beautifully converted into the open spaces
of the museum. A future building is planned which will be featuring Gert
Normann’s huge research archive. Also two concrete bunkers which
overlook the museum, being originally part of the Atlantic Wall, are being
converted to exhibitions about the Atlantic Wall itself and the Cold War.
What makes this repository special and gives it a unique charm, is the
vast assemblage items recovered by JD-Contractor A/S from the many
naval shipwrecks which can be found in the North Sea. These have been
professionally conserved by its in-house expert, John Silver in some of the
finest work in this field that I have come across anywhere. Future plans
include the opening of a new conservation centre at the museum which
will further enhance its status as a leader in the preservation of modern
shipwreck artefacts.
15
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At the museum opening in front of the conning tower of ‘E50’, from left to right, Nick Jellicoe,
Gert Normann Andersen, Dr Innes McCartney and Dr Jann Witt of the Deutscher Marinebund
(Courtesy Innes McCartney)

Demonstrating this remarkable work and featuring as one of the
centrepieces of the museum is the bronze conning tower of the British
submarine HMS E50. This was found lying on the seabed next to the
wreck, was rescued, and brought to JD-Contractor where after many
hundreds of hours of work it has emerged as a fascinating object, with its
surviving features restored and in functioning condition, revealing much
about the world of the pioneering submariners of WW1.
The world of the U-boat men is also well represented by the assemblage
of equipment from U20, notorious for the Lusitania sinking in 1915. U20
foundered off the coast of Denmark in 1917 and the museum houses its
conning tower, deck gun and a propellor. Also the periscope through
which U20’s commander Walther Schwieger probably viewed the sinking
Lusitania has been restored and visitors can view Thyborøn through it. It
is difficult to imagine a better way of engaging the attention of the visiting
public than by giving them such a hands-on experience to such major
historical event.
The museum collection is partly made up of artefacts that Gert has
collected or has been donated over the last few decades. For example, the
battle of Jutland is represented by a wide range of exhibits, including the
Union Jack flown by Admiral Jellicoe’s flagship HMS Iron Duke. This
16
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The British experience of the First World War in the North Sea as seen by one of the 4-inch guns
of HMS ‘K1’s (foreground), the conning tower of HMS ‘E50’ (behind) and the Union Jack of the
Iron Duke (right) (Sea War Museum Jutland)

has been generously lent to the museum by the Jellicoe family. Also from
Jutland is a torpedo which was recovered in 1983 by the Federal German
Navy from the wreck of the light cruiser SMS Wiesbaden on the occasion
of its discovery. Gert’s collector’s zeal is also noticeable in many ways, not
least, from an assemblage of very rare heavy-calibre artillery rounds saved
from a scrapyard.
Another unique aspect of the collection on display is the corner of the
museum dedicated to the German navy’s First World War Zeppelin force.
The exhibit features a gondola reconstruction which includes a number
of uniquely rare items which cannot be seen anywhere else and gives an
excellent impression of the pioneering nature of naval aviation in the First
World War. There is also a hall which is dedicated to the history of diving
and marine archaeology in Denmark. This is currently exhibiting some
of the results of the archaeological surveys carried out on the battle of
Jutland wrecks by JD-Contractor, Gert Normann and myself in 2015.
Outside the museum, on the stunningly beautiful and rugged dunes
which make up much of Denmark’s west coast, the Memorial Park for
the Battle of Jutland is currently being built in time for the centenary
17
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Artists impression of the Memorial Park of the battle of Jutland (Sea War Museum Jutland)

of the battle in May 2016. It has been designed by the sculptor Paul M.
Cederdorff in a style which is fitting to its surroundings and also deeply
reverential to the 8,647 sailors who died at Jutland.
Each of the 25 ships sunk in the battle is featured by a 3.5 metre high
granite stone, designed to represent the sterns of the ships as they sunk.
Upon each is inscribed the ship’s particular details. Surrounding each stone
will be a 1.2 metre high figure for each and every sailor killed. So each
ship’s memorial will be of differing dimensions and character, yet all will
collectively represent the tragedy which befell so many at Jutland. Where
better for such a memorial? It was the populace of Jutland who heard
the roaring of the guns and later buried the sailors who washed ashore
afterwards, forging a strong connection to the battle in a neutral land.
Both the Sea War Museum Jutland and the memorial park represent
interesting contemporary examples of the way in which WW1 at sea can
be presented to the public in a truly engaging manner. They will inevitably
be viewed as an important attraction to the town of Thyborøn, a ‘must
see’ on any naval enthusiast’s bucket list and world-class WW1 exhibits.
The memorial is intended to have an international character. Relatives,
associations and other interested parties can sponsor their own figures.
The memorial foundation can be contacted through its website http://
www.jutlandbattlememorial.com.
The Sea War Museum Jutland and the memorial are funded by
Realdania, Lemvig Municipality and JD-Contractor A/S and supported
by Denmark’s Maritime Historical Society. The museum’s website is
http://www.seawarmuseum.dk.
Dr Innes McCartney,
Honorary Research Fellow, Bournemouth University
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Naval Conference at the Escola Naval
Commemorating Portugal’s engagement
in First World War
The International Conference: The Navy and the Great War: Politics and
Naval Power, took place in October 2015 at the Escola Naval (Portuguese
Naval Academy) in Alfeite, Portugal. The conference commemorates the
centenary of the nation’s entry into the war by hosting a series of lectures
on naval and maritime history. The conference also called attention to
the rich maritime heritage remaining from the war and the need for the
preservation of cultural icons and historic wrecks.
The Escola Naval under the excellent supervision of Rear-Admiral
Edgar de Bastos Ribeiro treated its guests to the very highest standards of
hospitality and goodwill, which has engendered lasting bonds of friendship
and cooperation. Two of the key organizers were Captain Augusto Alves
Salgado (who with Jorge Russo is co-responsible for the U35 Project)
and Commander Jorge Semedo de Matos who not only chaired several
of the sessions but also gave informative lectures. Several very important
Portuguese military and academic figures also attended the conference,
which was described as a ‘marvellous success.’
Although most of the lectures were naturally in Portuguese several were
also given in English; several Portuguese scholars recognizing the fact of

Left to right: Commander Jorge Semedo de Matos, NPT (Portuguese Navy) of the Escola Naval, conference organiser
Captain Augusto Alves Salgado, NPT/CINAV (Naval Research Centre), Prof. John Hattendorf of the Naval War
College, Seán T. Rickard maritime historian/journalist and Rear-Admiral Edgar Bastos Ribeiro, NPT, Commandant of
the Escola Naval
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the universality of English in order to better disseminate national history
and local knowledge. Among the international scholars present who
also gave lectures were Prof. John Hattendorf of the Naval War College,
Newport ri, Dr Innes McCartney of Penzance, Cornwall, Prof. Kenneth
Hagan formerly of the US Naval Academy and maritime historian and
journalist, Seán T. Rickard, from the Rep. of Ireland. It was also attended
by several senior Portuguese naval officers and academics such as Prof.
João Freire, Dr Teresa Nunes and Dr Luisa Magalhães.
Lectures included topics such as Portugal’s role during the First World
War, its rapid naval developments during the war along with lectures on
the political and economic instability Portugal was experiencing during
the period. It featured lectures on the development of naval weapons,
naval strategies including naval aviation but also on the topics of political
and economic difficulties caused by the war and the intense stresses caused
to the Portuguese merchant marine. Other lectures discussed particular
attacks conducted by U-boat warfare, the pursuit of wrecks while
recognizing the need for the preservation of cultural and historic heritage
(which was not just only from a Portuguese perspective).
Guests of the Escola Naval were also treated to a fascinating guided tour
of the Museu da Marinha given by a very knowledgeable Portuguese naval
officer. This marvellous nautical collection not only celebrates Portugal’s
famous period of nautical expansion under Henry the Navigator,
which largely lead to the period known in Portuguese history as the
‘Discobrimentos’ but also several other aspects of Portugal’s extremely
rich maritime culture, such as the cod fisheries, indigenous trade and naval
wars with foreign states such as the Grand Armada. The collection of
the Museu da Marinha is housed largely within the historic Cloisters of
the Monastery of Jerónimos, located in the beautiful and touristic part
of Belém, Lisbon. It is well worth a visit to those maritime aficionados
visiting the area or anybody having interest in the development of the
world’s first maritime power.
The three-day conference ended with an excellent conference dinner
that was held at the highly regarded Club Militar, which was enjoyed by all
who attended. The conference also called upon the need of the harvesting
of universal sources from foreign archives for making new grounds in
local knowledge. Such naval conferences not only build multicultural links
between the participants but afford new opportunities to scholars wanting
to take advantage of foreign archives. It is hoped such generosity does not
go unrewarded and future conferences in reciprocal nations reveal greater
knowledge while cementing cultural and maritime links. The conference
papers are intended to be published in the near future in ebook so keep a
lookout for them.
Seán T. Rickard
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Wreck Diving in Lanzarote
I gingerly volunteered to write a synopsis for the new website, my
background slightly different from those who were already helping. First,
I was sitting in sunshine, the winter sun still providing long days of hot
weather. Second, I was earning a living as a scuba diver instructor and
dive guide, and I was in Lanzorote! My days were filled with diving with
the fishes – if we were lucky, rays, angel sharks, barracuda and groupers.
My favourite dive was one of the limited wreck dives on the island. It
wasn’t historic, military, and couldn’t be deemed as historically or socially
significant. She had been a working vessel, one of hundreds that had been
built in the UK, sold on to another country to continue transporting
goods around the globe. To me however, she showed an important part of
history of Britain’s ship building days. The ship? The Temple Hall, built
by the Caledon shipyard and was carrying a cargo of timber when she was
wrecked off the coast of Lanzarote due to general wear and tear, rather
than any dramatic event.
For such a large ship, she was stranded in relatively shallow water (a
maximum of 12 metres when the tide was in!), which meant diving on
her was relatively easy. The clear warm waters, with slow tidal changes,
allowed us to dive her most of the year. The Temple Hall broke her back
when they tried to refloat her due to the shallow depth of water, and a
volcanic and sand seabed, it easily allowed the ships hull to get caught. She
now lies in two sections. From the land, you can see the impressive stern
section, which towers over the small bay she is in. This section is often
photographed and has become an unofficial landmark of the island. The
bow section is underwater, with only a small section of a mast showing
above water.
The Temple Hall MV was launched 24 September 1953, and completed
in February 1954 (contract no. 186015) for the Lambert Brothers, the
managers for Temple SS Co. Ltd. She was a single-screw 8,003 grt ship,

MV Temple Hall at Lanzarote
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Maddie in the engine room of MV Temple Hall

with a Doxford marine diesel engine giving a top speed of 12.5 knots. In
1969 the vessel was sold to a Greek company and renamed Pantel IS, she
was then sold to another Greek company in 1977 and renamed Telamon,
the name she is still locally known as. Telamon sprung a leak on her voyage
between San Pedro, Ivory Coast to Thessaloniki, Greece and came into
port at Lanzarote to undertake repairs. While in dock, a storm hit the
island on 31 October 1981 which resulted in further damage to the ship.
This damage was deemed too much to repair and she was sold for salvage.
And there she still sits.
Diving on her we had easy access to her engine room. One of the best
dives I had on her was with a former maritime engineer whose face lit
up when we penetrated into the engine room. Even behind all the diving
equipment it was was plain to see that this was a kid at Christmas. When
we returned to shore he explained how the engine works, and he marvelled
about how intact she was. It wasn’t only experienced maritime personnel
or amateur archaeologists who were able to enjoy her. Due to her shallow
depth, the roof of the engine room was above the water line, allowing
me to take a young diver (12 years old) in there. This was Maddie’s first
experience of seeing an underwater wreck, as her eyes widened and her
grip on my hand released, you could see her fall in love with the wonder
of wrecks, and in turn, develop a love of history. Diving a wreck had made
history accessible, understandable as demonstrated by the two similar
reactions from two very different people. It is amazing how one ship could
appeal to so many – photographers, engineers, new divers, seasoned divers
and archaeologists all enjoy diving on her.
I am now looking out of the window at the fog, having recently returned
to England, and my mind can’t help wondering how many wrecks are out
there. How many every day ships that have their own important part in
both British and world history yet remain forgotten? Since her first wreck
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dive, Maddie has dived more wrecks, such as the famous Thistlegorm in
the Red Sea. Her plan, and mine, is to dive the famous wrecks at Truk
Lagoon and Scapa Flow in the future.

A Wonderful and Spectacular Saturday
13 June 2015 was a significant and remarkable
Saturday for some people, especially for a few
lovers of maritime history. On that date the
honourable Society of Nautical Research
organized a pair of events of very high and real
importance at Portsmouth.
The first was the Annual General Meeting of
the Society, in the auditorium of the Princess Royal Gallery of the Royal
Naval Museum, where the assistants made possible a nice walk through a
splendid and great collection of precious pieces exhibited there.
The proceedings of the AGM were conducted in a highly constructive
atmosphere, and the attenders had the opportunity to listen and learn
about the activities and accounts of the Society for the previous year, even
to ask questions about details of their interest.
The second event was a drink followed with dinner on board HMS
Victory, Lord Admiral Horatio Nelson’s flagship, just for 99 people, the
upper limit restricted by the available space.
On board it was possible to go all around and visit the ship. Then a drink
for all visitors was offered at the quarter gallery of the ship, and there we
all enjoyed the chance to talk with every other member present, and had
the pleasure of meeting and being introduced to prominent authors and
lovers of ships and sea of the past.
Later we went down to a lower deck where at a long table, beside all the
gunnery, at marked table reservations, we enjoyed an excellent meal, in
company with all the other guests.
This short explanation is a synthesis of that remarkable Saturday. But
there is something more. For my wife and I, that day was a wonderful
dream. To have the chance of being on the HMS Victory, winner of a wellknown battle some two centuries ago, represented for us, a Spanish couple,

SNR AGM on HMS ‘Victory’ gundeck: from left, Magnus McLeod, Maria Paz Hernandez, Byrne
McLeod, Laureano Carbonell-Relat
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a great achievement to be maintained forever in our mind. And I have to
be very grateful to Dr Byrne McLeod who suggested to me, when I was
collaborating with the abstracts for The Mariner’s Mirror, the celebration
of being at that dinner. Furthermore, I must give her my thanks for inviting
me to write this short paper.
As a curiosity, a few days later, while I was walking along a street,
beside the well-known Holy Family parish at Barcelona, outlining in my
mind the details to be explained in this paper, I saw two small coins on
the ground. As usual I bent down to take them, not for their value, but
for the gymnastic exercises that it implies, and I had the great surprise to
see that each coins was one United Kingdom penny. It was a great and
extraordinary coincidence that merits to be remembered. Somebody could
suppose that they were a good omen for this writing.
Before I conclude, I would like to devote some words to HMS Victory.
She is a true jewel of the British navy, being a more than two centuries
old living monument remembering a well-known fact of the past, and
even after such a long period of time she is as ‘young’ as the date of her
launching, due to the constant and extraordinary efforts of maintenance
applied.
It only remains for me to give my thanks to the editor and readers of
this paper; meanwhile I hope, together with my wife, to have another
opportunity of dinner again on board HMS Victory.
Laureano Carbonell Relat
Overseas Corresponding Member, Spain

Overseas News from The Netherlands
Research Centre Modern Maritime History (RCMMH)
The Modern Maritime History research group at
the Maritime Museum Rotterdam and Erasmus
University Rotterdam started operating on
September 1, 2014. The group studies the history
of Dutch shipbuilding, the port of Rotterdam and
its links with the hinterland and the Dutch offshore
industry. These topics will be the subject of
academic research and will also be incorporated in the history curriculum
at Erasmus University. The Modern Maritime History chair group, as it
is known, is a collaborative venture between the Maritime Museum and
Erasmus University, initially for a period of four years.
http://www.eshcc.eur.nl/english/rcmmh/general_information/
http://www.maritiemmuseum.nl/science-and-research
Extraordinary Chair on Maritime History and Cultural Heritage
at the Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam
From 1 January 2013 at the Faculty of Arts of the Vrije University
(Free University) in Amsterdam there is a new chair on maritime
history and maritime heritage. Joost Schokkenbroek occupies the
position of extraordinary professor. The new chair is funded by Het
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Scheepvaartmuseum (Dutch National Maritime Museum) in Amsterdam
for a period of five years.
The endowed chair will engage in teaching and research in the field
of Dutch maritime history, with special attention to maritime heritage.
The chair-line with the scope of the interdisciplinary research CLUE
thereby strengthening the profile of the university in the field of heritage
and globalization. The study will place extra emphasis on places of
remembrance of maritime history and the Dutch whaling (seventeenth
to twentieth century). In the latter field will work together with the
International Centre for Whaling, the Maritime Museum.
Joost Schokkenbroek works at the Maritime Museum as chief curator
collections. He is an internationally recognized specialist in the Dutch
whaling. In addition to his many publications in this field, he also organized
numerous exhibitions.
http://www.clue.vu.nl/en/index.aspx#
Sail Amsterdam 2015
With the theme ‘From Golden Past to Golden Future’ for the ninth time the
event SAIL Amsterdam was held. This event was jovial, friendly and very
successful. For five days, 19–23 August 2015, Amsterdam was the nautical
center of the world. Nearly 2.3 million people fully enjoyed the Tall Ships,
the sailing heritage, all culture and entertainment, the innovative Oceans,
National SAIL debate and the relaxed atmosphere. SAIL Amsterdam 2015
has surpassed all expectations. Next Sail, the tenth, will be held in 2020.
More information: https://www.sail.nl/2015
Chair of Maritime History at Leiden University
On 25 September 2015 Professor Henk den Heijer retired as distinguished
professor on maritime history from Leiden University. He is succeeded
by Professor Michiel van Groesen. His fields of interest are Atlantic
History, Early Modern Travel Literature, News and Public Opinion,
and Cartography. Professor Van Groesen’s current project ‘Covering the
Ocean’ explores the intersection of Atlantic history and the history of
news. The project will study the circulation of transatlantic news in the
early modern Low Countries – north and south – by means of an analysis
of early printed newspapers (about 1620–1770).
http://www.nieuws.leidenuniv.nl/benoemingen/michiel-van-groesenprofessor-of-maritime-history-at-leiden-university.html
New presentation of the Royal Barge at
Het Scheepvaartmuseum, Amsterdam
After an eight-year absence for a major restoration, the Royal Barge in
October 2015 returned to Het Scheepvaartmuseum (Dutch National
Maritime Museum) in Amsterdam. Since then it is on display in a special
boathouse at Het Scheepvaartmuseum. Restoration was funded by the
cultural lottery BankGiro Loterij and with specialist input by AkzoNobel.
The Royal Barge is one of the most popular objects in the museum
collection. It was built in Rotterdam in 1816 and connects all generations
Oranje-Nassau since the first Dutch king, Willem I. Since then, the Royal
Barge has been used by the head of state for official events such as state
visits, jubilees, naval reviews, and the launching of new ships. The barge
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marked its final voyage in 1962 with the silver wedding anniversary of
Queen Juliana and Prince Bernhard, and was then retired from service.
The Royal Barge, also referred to as the ‘Golden Coach of the water,’
was given a thorough overhaul. With the new set-up in the boathouse, the
beautiful golden ornaments are closer than ever before and can be admired
in detail by the visitors.
https://www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl/koningssloep
Commemoration of 400 years Cape Horn
On 29 January 2016 it was exactly 400 years since Jacob Le Maire and
Willem Cornelisz. Schouten with two ships discovered Cape Horn, the
most southern part of South America. Especially for this anniversary
numerous activities are organized. Cape Horn is named after the Dutch
town of Hoorn, where Le Maire and Schouten came from. With their
ships they tried to avoid the monopoly of the Dutch East India Company
(VOC) shipping route to the Dutch East Indies. Several books will be
published and exhibitions organized. The Dutch Linschoten-Vereeniging
(Linschoten Association) and publisher Walburg Pers published a reprint
of their volume 49, the journey of Jacob Le Maire and Willem Cornelisz.
Schouten in the years 1615-1617, which appeared originally in 1945.
http://www.linschoten-vereeniging.nl
As part of the Cape Horn Celebration the ‘Atlas of Cape Horn, 1500–
1725’ will be published as well. It contains a selection of historical maps of
the area around Tierra del Fuego, Strait of Magellan and Cape Horn, and
is richly illustrated and with a number of introductory articles.
http://www.kaaphoornvaarders.nl/engelse-vertaling
In the Maritime Museum in Rotterdam an exhibition is dedicated to
the brave sailors who in the past four centuries have dared to round Cape
Horn. Ship models, ship’s logs, maps, photographs, audio and film clips
bring the adventures and hardships of the ‘Heroes of Cape Horn’.
http://www.maritiemmuseum.nl/heroes-of-cape-horn.
More information on the 400 years Cape Horn commemoration see
www.kaaphoorn400.nl
Ron Brand
Maritime Museum Rotterdam
Overseas Corresponding Member, The Netherlands
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Alexandra

SNR members who have already read the Notes section of The Mariner’s
Mirror 102(1) will know that this is the picture mentioned by Magnus
and Byrne McLeod. The ship is the Alexandra, with Magnus’s great
grandfather standing with his telescope to his eye observing the pilot boat
which has come out from Bremen to take her into harbour after rounding
Heligoland. The picture is replicated here as the Note specifically mentions
the colours used by the artist, a detail which is difficult to see in a black
and white image.

News
Remains of Revolutionary War vessel discovered in
Alexandria va
A Revolutionary War ship has been uncovered during the construction
of a new hotel in Alexandria va. In December 2015 an archaeological
survey carried out during the preparation of foundations for a new hotel
revealed a number of interesting sites, including the remains of a 50ft ship.
The site is on waterfront land reclaimed from the Potomac River by early
developers in the late eighteenth century, and it is thought that old ships
were used as landfill by these developers.
Archaeologists are documenting the remains with scans, measurements,
photographs and drawings on site before the remains are removed for
storage in water tanks before proper preservation can take place.
For more information and pictures of the vessel go to:
http://www.fox5dc.com/news/local-news/69326908-story
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/revolution-era-shipfound-hotel-construction-site-180957713/?no-ist
http://wtop.com/alexandria/2016/01/remnants-of-18th-century-shipuncovered-in-old-town-alexandria/slide/1/
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Awards
Private Shipping in Renaissance Venice (1480–1550)
The protagonists of my dissertation are private merchant ships, and
particularly large sea-going ships, which were fundamental component in
Venice’s role as a hub of international maritime trade (described by F. C.
Lane as a ‘Maritime Republic’). The present dissertation tries to investigate
the impact of important changes that took place both on the global sphere
and the Mediterranean world during the early modern period on this vital
sector of Venetian life. Consequently, at the basis of the various parts of
this dissertation are reconstructed ‘biographies’ of big round ships, from
the moment they were launched until they were declared unseaworthy.
About 350 such ships have already been individualized for the period
under discussion, based on the analysis of thousands of indications of ships
that were active during this period. These biographies will hopefully lead
to a reassessment of the size and capacity of the merchant fleet, against
the backdrop of political changes, military conflicts and economic turmoil
that characterized the period, which included some of the most spectacular
geographical discoveries including: the establishment of a new sea route to
the Far East; the rise of the Ottoman Empire as a leading power in the
Mediterranean basin; and the struggle for hegemony in Europe between
the great monarchies, in which Venice was also involved.
To be able to deal with the many questions that remain unexplored
in this field, it is imperative to go over a considerably large number of
archival series. During 2015, the Society for Nautical Research (The
Anderson Fund) supported a three months research travel to Venice’s
archives. The goal of this travel was to get closer to completion of the
archival work required for writing the dissertation. I was able to complete
the work on the principal archival series relevant for this study including
the Venetian Senate’s enactments relating to maritime affairs (Senato Mar),
those of the Senate’s steering committee (Collegio), the Council of Ten (the
Republic’s most influential governing body during that period), the Salt
Office (a highly important financial body controlling the salt importation
and exportation), and the Trade Office (Cinque savi alla mercanzia). In
addition, I made considerable progress in other series, and principally in
the notarial archive which contains a huge collection of acts of various
sorts, and judicial records of different Venetian courts. The generous grant
of the SNR supplied part of the essential basis that was required for this
year’s research travel.
Renard Gluzman
This article summarizes the work undertaken by Renard Gluzman with
the support of an award from the Anderson Fund of the SNR.
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SNR News
Steamship Historical Society of America
This Society has very kindly offered one SNR member of a free subscription
to their quarterly journal PowerShips. This is the magazine of enginepowered vessels. The first member to contact Byrne McLeod at honsec@
snr.org.uk will receive the subscription.

‘The Mariners Mirror:’ Book Reviews
As members of the Society for Nautical Research will know, reviews of
newly published books relating to maritime history are a valuable part
of The Mariner’s Mirror. We are always looking for new reviewers, who
should have a high degree of expertise in a particular sector of maritime
history. If you wish to review a book for The Mariner’s Mirror, please
email our Reviews Editor, Dr Steven Gray at steven.gray@port.ac.uk with
your contact details and areas of expertise.

The Fenland Lighter Project
Steam-tugs, horses . . . and ‘a mutual and unnatural jealousy’
that affected the region
Last November’s FLP column noted the developing use of steam-tugs
within the Ouse–Nene Complex, around the first part of the twentieth
century. As further comment, one should point out that this same
development helped to diminish what might be viewed as a long-standing
social problem. In general terms, this could be summed up as persistent
controversy and confrontation as between the owners and crews of
Fenland lighter gangs on the one hand, and landed proprietors with
interests involving drainage and agriculture on the other.
A noteworthy source is Samuel Wells’s The History of the Drainage
of the Great Level of the Fens (London, 1830). A senior official of the
Bedford Level Corporation, Wells was, by and large, a knowledgeable and
fair-minded commentator. Thus (vol. I, p. 699), he stated that there had
long been ‘a mutual and unnatural jealousy’ between the lightering and

An early nineteenth-century Fenland horse-boat returning to its lighter gang
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landed interests. However, he went on to claim that (vol. I, p. 703), at the
time of publication: ‘Draining and navigation at last . . . have found out
and acknowledged their mutual dependence.’
There was much truth in what Wells had to say. The needs of a growing
regional economy (including of course the provision of reasonably priced
heavy transport) were clear enough. However, tardy recognition of
‘mutual dependence’ did not, of itself, put an end to various problems.
This was particularly true regarding the use of horse-tow as an important
element within the lightering trade, a matter complicated by a surprising
absence of properly agreed tow-paths in some stretches of the Ouse–Nene
Complex.
Decades came and went, the rise of the railways transformed regional
transport, but the Fenland lighters fought a stubborn rearguard action.
Their sails vanished . . . but old rivalries persisted. Times were changing,
though, and in due course steam-tugs began to replace teams of towinghorses. This obviously tended to reduce at least some causes of dispute,
but troublesome echoes of old antipathies were to be heard far into the
twentieth century. In forthcoming columns it is hoped to add further
comment on such matters, noting inter alia parallels involving other riversystems and their associated seagoing commerce.
Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website for more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

Events
National Museum of the Royal Navy
Jutland 2016
Commemorative events for Jutland 2016 start in Portsmouth Historic
Dockyard with the formal opening, on 24 May, of a blockbuster exhibition
‘36 hours: Jutland 1916, The Battle That Won The War’. As well as being a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to bring together material from across the
UK and Germany, the exhibition is linked to the other significant NMRN
launch in 2016, namely the opening of HMS Caroline in Belfast.
HMS Caroline is the last survivor of the battle and following the receipt
of the largest Heritage Lottery Fund grant awarded in Northern Ireland,
the ship is being transformed into a world class heritage visitor attraction
in time for the national centenary commemorations of the battle of Jutland
on 31 May 2016.
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Empire of the Sea and King Cnut 1016–2016
National Maritime Museum, Cornwall
10–13 March 2016
To launch the second year of National
Maritime Museum Cornwall’s major
exhibition and programme Viking
Voyagers, we are organizing and
hosting an international conference
to mark the millennium of Cnut’s
conquest that would bring England,
Denmark and Norway into a
maritime empire. This conference
will bring together scholars of early
medieval maritime history and
archaeology, and northern European
historical boat building to share the
latest research in a comparative context. Optional field trips are planned to
iconic medieval sites of King Arthur’s Seat, Tintagel, the once-international
pilgrimage site of St Michael’s Mount, and Padstow – raided by Vikings
in 981.
Themes
• Cnut as a naval commander, as a maritime strategist, as king, as
emperor
• Queen Aelfgifu of Northampton and other North Sea women
• Iconography and identity in Cnut’s North Sea empire
• Boat and shipbuilding
• Sailing and seafaring
• Coastal sites and settlements
• Seagoing and coastal commerce
• Religious change and pilgrimage
• Cnut’s legacy, myths and the popular imagination
• Did the Vikings come to Cornwall?
Further details and ticketing information will be announced soon.
Please contact Tehmina Goskar for more information: tehminagoskar@
nmmc.co.uk or see more at http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php?/
whatson/events/empire_of_the_sea_and_king_cnut_1016-2016/#sthash.
PLcNOYrO.dpuf
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Firths and Fjords: A Coastal History Conference
The University of the Highlands and Islands
Dornoch, 31 March–2 April

This event sets out to explore the pasts of communities living along adjacent,
or nearly adjacent, coastlines. The conference, which will take place at,
will focus on, for example, firths, sea lochs, fjords, inlets, estuaries and
bays. See https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/research-enterprise/cultural/centrefor-history/news-items/firths-and-fjords-a-coastal-history-conference
the draft programme, registration form and conference poster. Numbers
will be limited so please book early!

International Postgraduate Port
and Maritime History Conference
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, 14 and 15 April 2016
The study of port cities and their relationship to maritime endeavour
and enterprise is a diverse and interdisciplinary practice, which draws
on research methods from sociology, anthropology and archaeology,
and brings together aspects of social, economic and cultural history. In
April 2016, the Centre for Port and Maritime History will hold its first
postgraduate conference at the University of Strathclyde.
The aim of this two-day conference is to bring together postgraduates
and early career researchers working on any aspect of port or maritime
history across a wide range of chronologies and geographical settings.
We hope that this event will encourage postgraduate students to become
involved in the recently founded International Postgraduate Port and
Maritime History Network. As this network is international, we hope to
include researchers working at institutions outside of the UK.
Possible themes, are not limited to, but may include:
• Urban culture in port towns and cities
• The economics of trade and commerce by sea
• The social and economic impact of naval warfare
• International and transnational networks
• Crime and deviancy at sea and on shore
• Shipbuilding, navigation and maritime instruments
32

Topmasts no. 17
New Researchers Conference
Plymouth University, 15 and 16 April 2016
Applications are invited for the twenty-third New Researchers Conference.
The conference provides a unique opportunity for emerging scholars to
present their work in one of the world’s most important historic maritime
settings.
The Conference supports emerging scholars who wish to share their
work in a supportive environment and build relations with other maritime
historians. We encourage applications from research degree students, the
world of museums, and warmly encourage participation by independent
scholars. The organizers encourage contributions that address all aspects
of the maritime history in its broadest sense.
Those wishing to offer a 20-minute paper should fill out the form below
and send to Dr G. H. Bennett (h1bennett@plymouth.ac.uk and Dr Elaine
Murphy Elaine.murphy@plymouth.ac.uk) no later than 14 February 2016.
Anyone interested in attending the conference without presenting a
paper is also warmly invited to register an interest: further information
will be sent to you in due course.
2016 New Researchers FORM BCMH Conference Plymouth
More details at: www.maritimehistory.org.uk/new-researchers

7th International Industrial Heritage Conference
Torpedo History and Heritage: 150th Anniversary of the Invention
of the ‘Luppis-Whitehead’ Torpedo
Rijeka, Croatia, 19–21 May, 2016
Next year Rijeka celebrates of the 150th anniversary of the first successful
launching of the torpedo, to be commemorated with the organizing of
an international scientific and professional conference. At the time of the
launching of the first torpedo it was a sophisticated battle system – an
underwater missile and one of the greatest technical achievements of the
second half of the nineteenth century.
The torpedo, which was invented by Giovanni Biagio Lupis and Robert
Whitehead, was produced in Rijeka (Fiume) and was successfully launched
back in 1866. The first torpedo contained a number of new technologies,
including gyroscopes, compressed air technologies and pneumatic drive.
Topics for discussion at the conference include:
•
•
•
•
•

Torpedo technology heritage as part of world industrial heritage
Scientific and technological basis of the torpedo
The Whitehead Fish-Torpedo and its development
Development of different torpedo systems
Effects on Sea Warfare

For more details go to http://www.torpedo150rijeka.org
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MHE Conference
East Anglian Maritime Heritage, Past, Present and Future
University Campus Suffolk,
Waterfront Building, Neptune Quay, Ipswich IP4 1QJ
Saturday, 21 May 2016
PROGRAMME
10.00 Registration and Coffee
10.30 Introduction Des Pawson MBE
Morning session, chair Des Pawson
10.35 Suffolk Estuaries-Scandinavian Ships Paul Constantine
11.05 Beach Boats of East Anglia Robert Simper
11.35 Thames Titanics Luisa Hägele, Southend Museum Service
12.05 Keeping the Past Sailing into the Future Stephanie Valentine
12.35 Panel of 4 for questions, chair Des Pawson
12.55 Buffet Lunch
First afternoon session, chair Clare Hunt, Southend Museum Service
2.00
The provision of sailcloth to the sixteenth-century navy: John
Collins and others of Ipswich, and their decline Susan Maxwell
2.30
Ipswich Wet Dock: a story of riches to rags and back again John
Field
3.00
A Present from Yarmouth: the cultural impacts of the seasonal
East Anglian herring fishery on Scottish fishing communities of
the late nineteenth to mid-twentieth centuries
Linda Fitzpatrick, Scottish Fisheries Museum.
3.30
Panel of 3 for questions chaired by Clare Hunt
3.45
Break for tea
Last session, chair Dr Erich deWald UCS
4.05
‘I do Like to be Beside the Seaside’: The story of Harwich and
Dovercourt Bay holiday resorts David Whittle, Harwich
Society
4.35
‘Life’s a Beach’: leisure and consumption of the seaside Ciara
Phipps Southend Museums Service
5.05 Panel of 2 for questions, chair Dr Erich deWald UCS
5.15–5.30
Final Questions and Comments.
Tickets for the day £15 to include coffee and finger buffet lunch
To obtain a booking form, either email peter@bendall88.fsnet.co.uk or
write to: M.H.E., 25 Brunswick Road, Ipswich, IP4 4BP
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More than Just Jutland
The Royal Navy at War, 1914–18
Avenue Campus, Highfield Lane, University of Southampton,
Saturday, 21 May 2016
Spring 2016 sees the centenary of Jutland, the great confrontation between
the Royal Navy and the Kriegsmarine. Southampton has a special interest
in the battle, as the birthplace of the Grand Fleet’s commander-in-chief,
Admiral Jellicoe, too often overshadowed by his more flamboyant
successor, David Beatty. The latter’s famous remark on 1 June 1916 that
‘there seems to be something wrong with our bloody ships today’ summed
up the Navy’s immediate disappointment, tempered by longer-term
satisfaction that Germany’s High Seas Fleet rarely ventured out in to the
North Sea for the rest of the war. The absence of a much anticipated clearcut victory left a lasting impression upon the Senior Service. The study
day will explore the battle and its legacy, while also considering the Royal
Navy’s wider contribution to the war effort, often far from home waters.
That contribution embraced both sea and land, with the Royal Navy also
making a major contribution to the war in the air. Well before August 1914
the Admiralty was in the vanguard of technological development, and this
continued throughout the conflict, whether building bigger dreadnoughts,
commissioning high performance aircraft, pioneering armoured cars, or
inventing what became the tank. As with 2015’s study day on Hampshire
and Gallipoli, History’s Professor Adrian Smith will oversee a range of
activities, from an insight into the Portsmouth project identifying local
lower deck sailors to the screening of contemporary film footage, including
the epic postwar re-creation, The Battles of Coronel and the Falkland
Islands. Eminent naval historians will explain the significance of Jutland
while offering an overview of the Royal Navy’s multifaceted role in the
Allies’ ultimate victory. By the end of the day participants will be fully
acquainted with why Jutland was so important, while comprehending
more fully the Royal Navy’s overall experience across the full four years
of the Great War.
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/news/
events/2016/05/21-jutland.page

Encounters and Translations:
Mapping and Writing the Waters of the World
3 and 4 June 2016
The Third ISHMap symposium will be held at the National Library
of Portugal in Lisbon, Auditório BNP. The organizing committee is
composed of ISHMap, in collaboration with the Centro Interuniversitario
das Ciencias e da Tecnologia (CIUHCT, University of Lisbon) and the
Biblioteca National de Portugal (BNP).
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The First World War at Sea 1914–1919
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, UK
3 and 4 June, 2016
The National Maritime Museum, The British Commission for Military
History, and The British Commission for Maritime History are jointly
organizing an international conference on the First World War at sea to be
held at Greenwich in June 2016.
While there have recently been a number of conferences and publications
looking at land-based histories of the First World War, there has been
relatively little consideration of the war at sea, its significance and its
broader contexts. In the centenary year of the Battle of Jutland, The First
World War at Sea conference seeks to address this lacuna through papers
that will address the breadth and complexity of the maritime sphere
between 1914 and1919.

Naval Arsenals (c. 1600–c. 2000)
University Bordeaux Montaigne, FRANCE
Bordeaux, 19–22 October 2016
International Conference organized by the IUF and CEMMC within the
framework of the research programme ‘Urban models, models of urbanity,
16th c–20th c.’
Historians have been conscious of the major importance of arsenals and
for some time now have been interested in these establishments, for to
study the arsenal is to understand the preparation made for war, a common
and transversal thread of naval historiography. This lends itself to ‘total
history’, that is simultaneously economic, social, financial, technological,
industrial, geographical, strategic, maritime . . . Naval arsenals are therefore
well known and the study of them has mostly been carried out within the
framework of major theses.
• The Navy arsenal, between war and peace.
• The Navy arsenal at the heart of the state apparatus?
• Financing and supplying the arsenals.
• The arsenal, a world apart?
http://calenda.org/350398

Call for Papers
Historic Ships 2016
RINA Conference, London, 7–8 December 2016
From the trader junks of China to the battleships of the Second World
War, historic ships are an important link to our seafaring past. And as the
skills and techniques used to construct and operate our historic ships fade
out of living memory, now is an important time to highlight the struggles
of researchers, enthusiasts and engineers as they preserve and restore our
maritime heritage.
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RINA’s Historic Ships conference returns for a fifth instalment that will
not only focus on the restoration and preservation of historic vessels, but
also the research and investigation into the engineering and efficiency of
historic designs through modern naval architecture techniques.
Papers are invited from naval architects, academics, and enthusiasts on all
related topics, including:
Analysis of historic designs, including investigations into their hydro
dynamic efficiency and structural design
Research into historic shipbuilding and sailing techniques
• Restoration and preservation
• Maintenance of craft skills and training
• Replicas and their concession to the modern world
• Recent archaeological discoveries
Authors of selected papers will be invited to submit their paper for
publication in the International Journal of Maritime Engineering.
Venue RINA HQ, 8–9 Northumberland Street, London, WC2N 5DA
http://www.rina.org.uk/Historic_Ships_2016.html

Exhibitions
National Maritime Museum
Samuel Pepys: Plague, Fire, Revolution
National Maritime Museum Special Exhibitions Gallery,
20 November 2015–28 March 2016
10.00–17.00, £12 adults, £6 children, £10 concessions, £30.50 family
Delve into the turbulent history of Stuart London with famous diarist
Samuel Pepys as your guide in the National Maritime Museum’s current
major exhibition.
Samuel Pepys was one of the most colourful and appealing characters of
the seventeenth century, and witness to the great events that shaped Stuart
Britain, brilliantly brought to life in his famous diary. He lived through a
time of turmoil which saw kings fighting for their crowns, the devastation of
medieval London by plague, fire and war, and its resurrection as a world city.
The exhibition features 200 paintings and objects from museums,
galleries and private collections across Britain and beyond.
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Between now and the end of this exhibition there are a number of
Pepys related events, including Curators Tours; Walking Tours covering
The Great Fire, The Plague and Pepys’ Greenwich and Deptford; musical
performances; BSL and Audio described tours; and a Writers workshop,
weaving a fictional tale inspired by Pepys.
For full details, go to the Plague, Fire and Revolution website

Merseyside Maritime Museum
On the Waterfront
Liverpool’s docks transformed the fortunes of the city. Their story is a
300 year journey that turned a small, regional port into one of the world’s
great maritime centres.
Marking the 300th anniversary of Liverpool’s Old Dock – the world’s
first commercial wet dock– this exhibition covers the period from the 18th
century up to the present day. Personal stories show how the waterfront
has changed and the impact it has had on the city and the lives of local
people.
The Merseyside Maritime Museum has an extensive programme of
talks, activities, tours and performances. Their full programme can be
seen at: http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/events/index.
aspx?show=events
A few examples:
The Old Dock Experience
Take a tour of Liverpool’s historic Old Dock – the world’s first
commercial enclosed wet dock – with expert guides. Discover how this
revolutionary dock was key to Liverpool’s development and see the bed
of the Pool, the creek that gave Liverpool its name, under the streets of
Liverpool One!
Blue Flu – the Chinese Way
Liverpool has the oldest Chinatown in Europe – come and find out more
about its history and links between the Blue Funnel shipping line and the
Chinese community.
The Blue Funnel Line, founded in 1866 by Alfred Phillip Holt, started the
first sailings to the Far East. This shipping line was an important factor in
the development of Liverpool’s Chinatown.
Spotlight on the ‘Lusitania’
Join the museum’s resident demonstrator to find out more about the fascinating story of the sinking of the Liverpool liner Lusitania.

Maritime Archaeology Trust
Forgotten Wrecks of the First World War Temporary Exhibitions
Forgotten Wrecks of the First World War is a Heritage Lottery Funded
(HLF) four-year project devised and delivered by the Maritime
Archaeology Trust to coincide with the centenary of the First World War.
At the heart of the project is a desire to raise the profile of a currently
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under-represented aspect of the First World War. While attention is often
focused on the Western Front and major naval battles like Jutland, historic
remains from the war lie, largely forgotten, in and around our seas, rivers
and estuaries.
With over 700 wartime wrecks along England’s south coast alone,
the conflict has left a rich heritage legacy and many associated stories of
bravery and sacrifice. These underwater memorials represent the vestiges
of a vital, yet little known, struggle that took place on a daily basis, just
off our shores. Through a programme of fieldwork, research, temporary
exhibitions and outreach, the project aims to engage communities and
volunteers and provide a lasting legacy of information and learning
resources relating to First World War wrecks for future generations.
The Forgotten Wrecks project arranges regular talks at a range of
locations, and presents mobile exhibits via its Discovery Bus and eventtent. The project also has a number of temporary exhibitions on display
up and down the south coast. Through these exhibitions you can discover
more about the project, the war at sea, and wrecks local to the host county.
http://www.gatewaysfww.org.uk/news/forgotten-wrecks-first-worldwar-temporary-exhibitions

Lectures
SNR (South) Programme
The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.
For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new
website www.nauticalresearch.co.uk. New material or queries should be
addressed to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld.com
February
Portsmouth in the Great War Sarah Quail
March
Fred T. Jane (of Fighting Ships Richard Brooks
April
Royal Navy through McGill’s Postcards
	  George Malcolmson
May
Jutland Nick Hewitt
October
Sheathing ships’ hulls – 300 bc to 21st century
	  John Bingeman
November AGM and speakers to be confirmed.
December Falklands Experience Mike Hill
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Kings Maritime History Seminars 2015–16
The King’s Seminars are an annual set of lectures organized by the BCMH
which run from October to May. They are open to the public and are held
at 1715 in Room K6.07, of the Department of War Studies, King’s College
London, Strand, WC2R 2LS.
The seminars are organized by Dr Alan James and Dr Richard Gorski
and are supported by the Department of War Studies, King’s College
London, the Society for Nautical Research and the Maritime Information
Association.
4 February 2016 Hilarious Seasickness: Comic Postcards’ Take on Travel’s
Costs, 1900–1950 Jo Stanley, Author and Consultant
18 February 2016 Naval Diplomacy: Classic and Modern Theory
Revisited Jerker Widen, Swedish Defence University
3 March 2016 The Salvaging of the ex-German High Seas Fleet at Scapa
Flow (1924–1939) Ian Taylor, Chartered Engineer, Fellow of the
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Fellow of the Royal Institution of
Naval Architects
28 April 2016 UK Shipping during the Industrial Revolution: Newly
Accessible Data from Lloyd’s Registers Peter Solar, Vesalius College,
Vrije Universiteit Brussel
12 May 2016 The Challenge of Empire: The strategy and tactics of the
Spanish Navy, 1748–1783 Catherine Scheybeler, King’s College
London
26 May 2016 Maritime Employment During the First Globalization: the
Mediterranean Perspective Maria Fusaro, University of Exeter

National Maritime Museum Cornwall
Curator-led Talks
Each month a different member of the team will delve deeper into the
collections and reveal some of the fascinating stories behind the artefacts.
24 February, 6.30 p.m. Late Lecture – Blood Ransom John Boyle
Join award-winning film-maker John Boyle on his investigation into
modern-day piracy and hear stories from the front line in the war against
Somali pirates. Meet all those involved from pirates to presidents, naval
commanders to negotiators, heroes to hostages. Explore why these
young men are choosing to risk their lives and freedom; the reality of
life as a pirate; the defence tactics used by the international navies and
shipping vessels; and what happens next.
See more at: http://www.nmmc.co.uk/index.php?/whatson/events/14
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National Maritime Museum
Maritime History and Culture Seminars 2016
The annual series of seminars, convened by the National Maritime Museum
and held at the Institute of Historical Research, aims to disseminate new
research in British maritime history.
2 February 2016 Art for Art’s Sake? Commemorating the War at Sea,
1914–45 Christine Riding, Royal Museums Greenwich
16 February 2016 ‘A most active, enterprising officer’: Captain John
Perkins, the Royal Navy and the boundaries of slavery and liberty in the
Caribbean Douglas Hamilton, University of Winchester
1 March 2016 Ships, Plants, People: Joseph Banks and the circulation of
the Natural World, 1780–1820 Jordan Goodman, University College
London
15 March 2016 Civility at sea: from murmuring to mutiny Bruce
Buchan, Griffith University, Australia
26 April 2016 ‘The Great Mars Boom’ of 1892: international telegraphy
and the making of the Martian canals Josh Nall, Whipple Museum of
the History of Science, University of Cambridge
10 May 2016 The Royal Naval Reserve in rural Scotland and Wales, c.
1900-1939 Ben Thomas, Alan Pearsall Fellow, Institute of Historical
Research
24 May 2016 A global history of penal colonies Clare Anderson,
University of Leicester
7 June 2016 Scurvy and the Irish in early Australia Jonathan Lamb,
Vanderbilt University
21 June 2016 Curating an ocean of things: the challenge of public objectcentred histories of the Indian Ocean J. D. Hill and Sarah Longair,
British Museum
Full abstracts available at www.rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-andseminars
Convenors Katy Barrett, James Davey, Louise Devoy, Lizelle de Jager
and Nigel Rigby
Location The Institute of Historical Research, University of London,
Senate House, London WC1E 7HU. All seminars begin at 17.15 at the
Institute of Historical Research in Wolfson Room I. Each paper lasts
approximately 45 minutes, followed by 15–30 minutes of questions.
There is no charge for these seminars and no need to book.
Further information
Research Department Executive, National Maritime Museum, Royal
Museums Greenwich, London SE10 9NF
email research@rmg.co.uk
All information is correct at the time of print but may be subject to
change
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Greenwich Maritime Research Seminars
All seminars will be held between 16.00 and 17.00, and will be followed
by refreshments. Members of the museum, adult learners, independent
researchers, academic and university students are welcome to attend the
seminars. If you would like to receive a hard copy of the programme
please contact the Research Administrator on 020 8312 6716 or research@
rmg.co.uk
24 February 2016, NMM, Seminar Room ‘600 souls left ashore’: Admiral
Hosier’s expedition to Panama, 1726–27 Dr Chris Ware, University
of Greenwich
Admiral Francis Hosier’s expedition of 1726–7 is chiefly remembered
for his death as well as that of a large number of seamen under his
command. But what was the true scale of the losses suffered by the
squadron off Panama, how were they incurred and what effect did this
have on the blockade of Porto Bello?
30 March 2016, University of Greenwich, King William Building, Room
KW302 Patronage in the Royal Navy, 1771–1815 Catherine Beck,
Collaborative Doctoral Student, NMM
At the core of this study are the papers of Admiral John Markham, a
Lord of the Admiralty between 1801 and 1807. It considers the effects
of location, gender, class, war and Markham’s social network on the
patronage he received and the requests made to him. This paper will
provide a thesis overview and extract several points to illustrate the
complex, implicit system that bound the Royal Navy together.
27 April 2016, NMM, Seminar Room ‘To protect the coasts from pirate
brigands’: Ottoman anti-piracy measures in the Eastern Mediterranean,
1718–70 Dr Michael Talbot, University of Greenwich
This paper will examine the development of deterrent and protective
naval patrols by the Ottoman navy in the Aegean and Levant seas against
domestic pirates, Maltese corsairs, and European privateers. These were
partly in response to demands for protection from Ottoman provincial
subjects and partly due to a developing sense of maritime territoriality
25 May 2016, University of Greenwich, Queen Anne Building, Room
QA065 ‘Mag. & Met.’: the origins and early years of the Magnetic
and Meteorological Department at Greenwich Observatory
Lee
Macdonald, Sackler Short-term Research Fellow, NMM
Founded in the late 1830s and early 1840s, the Magnetic and Meteoro
logical Department at Greenwich quickly assumed great scientific
importance and gained much publicity in mid- Victorian Britain. Yet
little has been written as to how and why research into geomagnetism
and meteorology began at Greenwich. This paper will use archival
evidence and objects in the NMM collections to investigate the origins
of the ‘Mag. & Met.’ department in the scientific and political context of
the 1830s and 1840s.
22 June 2016, NMM, Seminar Room ‘. . . to assist the Unfortunate’: the
Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners’ Royal Benevolent Society and the
Royal Navy, 1839–1914 Dr Cathryn Pearce, University of Greenwich
In 1839 the Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners’ Benevolent Society
was founded to assist the shipwrecked, and the men and widows of the
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merchant marine. However, the charity could not have been established,
much less survived and prospered, without the participation of Royal
Naval officers. Who were these men, and how were they pivotal to the
charity’s raison d’être as a lifesaving, nationwide institution, with agents
in most coastal districts of the UK?

The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings 2015/2016
HQS Wellington, Victoria Embankment, London. The usual start time is
now 18:30, with the Wardroom bar open from 17:45.
8 February 2016 200 Years of Swire and the China Navigation
Company Robert Jennings
21 March 2016 Refugee Merchant Fleets & the Allied War Effort in the
Second World War Captain Adrian White
The lectures are followed by an optional supper: two courses and a glass of
wine, at a cost of £32 (£27 for WT Friends) with a donation of £5 requested
from those who attend the talk only.
Bookings for the talk (and supper) should be made by the Thursday
prior to the talk, by calling Alison Harris (0207 836 8179) or email to
info@thewellingtontrust.com

Mutating Memories and the Making of a Wartime Myth in
South Africa: Remembering the SS ‘Mendi’ Disaster 1917–2017
3 and 4 March, University of Brighton
Professor Albert Grundlingh, Stellenbosch University
The SS Mendi, carrying the last detachment of the South African Native
Labour Contingent to work as non-combatants in France during the
First World War, sank just off the Isle of Wight on 21 February 1917.
The death toll was high: of the 882 men on board 615 died and 267 were
saved. The grim details are easily verifiable; the subsequent after-life of
the incident is more complex. This seminar addresses the way in which
the Mendi disaster has been recalled over decades and contextualized
in terms of public memory at different historical junctures, and how a
heroic narrative was constructed with certain elements more pertinently
being foregrounded recently to serve a purpose in the present.
This occasional seminar is hosted by CRMNH in collaboration with
Gateways to the First World War.
Wednesday, 3 February 2016, 5 p.m. M2 Boardroom, University of
Brighton. Hosted with the Centre for Research in Memory, Narrative
and Histories. http://arts.brighton.ac.uk/research/mnh/centre-events/
occasional-seminars/seminar-mutating-memories-and-the-making-of-awartime-myth
Thursday, 4 February 2016, 6 p.m. Grimond Lecture Theatre 1,
University of Kent. Hosted with the School of History http://www.
gatewaysfww.org.uk/events/albert-grundlingh-lecture
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Society of Friends of the Fleet Air Arm Museum Monthly Talks
Talks are held in the FAAM auditorium on the last Thursday of each
month at 19.30. The entry price is £5.00, but note that this will increase to
£7 from March 2016. Non-members are welcome. The price includes light
refreshments, including a glass of wine.
NB These are very popular events and numbers are limited. Members
can buy tickets online or telephone the museum shop (01935 842617 or
01935 842616) to order and tickets can be posted out or collected from the
Museum.
25 February 2016 Barnes Wallis and Guy Gibson VC. Dam Busters –
Technology and Technique Wing Commander Tony Davies
31 March 2016 Beachcomber – The Secret Sunderland. Colin van
Geffen
28 April 2016 Displaying Vintage Jet Aircraft. The handling characteristics
and technical points on various aircraft Rod Dean
For the current programme, and notes and edited videos of past talks, go
to http://www.fleetairarmfriends.org.uk/monthly-talks/

University Courses
University of Exeter
MA and PhD courses in maritime historical studies
The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies is the oldest established centre
for this specialism in a British university. The centre seeks to promote
research into economic, social, political, naval and environmental aspects
of the British maritime past from the earliest times to the present day. The
centre holds termly research seminars (in conjunction with the Society for
Nautical Research), an annual international Maritime History Conference
and a twice-yearly Strategic Policy Studies Group symposium (with
associated publication).
https://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/postgraduate/masters/ and
https://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/postgraduate/phd/

University of Hull
BA History with Maritime History; MA and PhD
Maritime history is the study of humankind’s relationship with the seas and
oceans. It is a sub-discipline of ‘History’ and cannot survive intellectually
or philosophically without it. Since humans are terrestrial, the history of
their encounters with the sea is implicitly an extension of the history of
lands and their peoples The Department of History offers the BA History
with Maritime History in the field of maritime historical studies. Maritime
history modules are also offered to students registered on the History
Department’s MA programmes, while supervision is available for those
seeking to undertake a PhD.
For more information see:
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistoricalstudiesce.aspx
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Portsmouth University
MA Naval History one year full time or two years part time
distance learning
What was the Royal Navy’s role in British history, and that of its
empire? Why did Nelson become such a hero and how was he
depicted? Through a unique partnership with the National Museum of the
Royal Navy, this programme explores these questions in the context of
400 years of naval history. You will examine the importance of the Royal
Navy to British and global history, while engaging with the life of the
ordinary sailor in peace and war, the cult of the naval hero, and the navy –
and its sailors – in popular culture. To do so, you will draw on a range of
naval experts, curators, and primary sources, including the rich collections
of Portsmouth’s naval museums. The flexible distance format allows you
to learn from leading naval experts as well as the latest scholarship and
debates in the field. For full details see:
http://www.port.ac.uk/courses/history-politics-and-social-studies/manaval-history/

University of Malta

MA Global Maritime Archaeology
In October 2016, the University of Malta will be offering a new international
master’s programme in Global Maritime Archaeology. This 13-month
intensive course is being offered in collaboration with the University of
Western Australia and Western Australian Museum.
This MA in Global Maritime Archaeology is intended to expose students
to a broad range of facets that fall within this discipline. Students will be
able to start and develop their careers in the field of archaeology with
special emphasis on the maritime and underwater sub-disciplines of the
subject. Furthermore, students may use the skill garnered from this robust
course to pursue careers that are not related to archaeology. Skills-sets
acquired throughout the one year duration of this programme are multidimensional, flexible and most importantly, desirable to stakeholders and
employers.
We would like to announce that we are offering a scholarship for the
coming academic year. For further information see:
http://www.um.edu.mt/icp/ma-marine-archaeology
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New Members and Reported Deaths
1 October–31 December 2015
New Members
John Henshaw, Hove, East Sussex
Willard Archambeau, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA
Christopher Cosden, Florida, USA
Ian Robertson, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire
Steven Birch, Cromarty, Scotland
Jacqui Farnham, Twickenham, Middlesex
Pieter Cornelissen, Amsterdam, Netherlands
Neil Bennett, Reynalton, Pembrokeshire
Glyn Foulkes, Southampton, Hampshire
Scott Lindgren, Kingston upon Hull, Yorkshire
Nick Jellicoe, Vaud, Switzerland
Jim Tildesley, Moffat, Dumfries & Galloway, Scotland
Gordon Wynne Evans, Wallasey, Cheshire
Steve Dunn, Barnt Green, Worcestershire
Damian Robinson, Oxford
Students
Vladyslav Malska, Ontario, Canada
Viktoria Chilcote, Alaska, USA
Graeme Addicott, Victoria, Australia
John Denton, Meifod, Powys, Wales
Melanie Holihead, Westbury, Wiltshire
Reported Deaths
N. E. Heath, Kingsbridge, Devon
C. R. H. Penn, Teignmouth, Devon
Erratum
The previous version of Topmasts 17 carried an error in this section, which
has now been corrected. We offer our sincere apologies to Sir Jeremy
Blackham, who has assured us that he intends to be with us for many
years yet.

Topmasts is published on the web in February, May, August and November.
The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first week of the
preceding month. Please send announcements as early as possible to ensure
that they are published. All copy should be sent to:
topmasts@snr.org.uk
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