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Chairman’s Column
The Society’s ‘Call for Help’

Following an initiative by the Research and Programmes Committee, 
Alistair Roach, secretary of the committee, sent an email to all members last 
October asking for their opinion as to where the Society could improve. 
It is important that this sort of ‘due diligence’ to look into our activities is 
conducted at intervals to see what members’ views are on where we are, 
where we are heading and what we could do in the future.

It has become very clear that many of you appreciated having been asked 
for your views and welcomed the opportunity to contribute thoughts and 
opinions. Apart from one dissenting voice, the majority of the dozens of 
replies were extremely complimentary about what the Society was doing, 
with good wishes for our continuing success. The ideas and thoughts 
received to date are currently being considered, but given the responses 
already received, I believe more of you just might have views and I 
would encourage you to join the debate; it is not too late to make further 
responses.

The new website was generally considered to be an extremely good 
move forward. Many of you appreciate the new searchable archive of The 
Mariner’s Mirror, which makes the most of a very professional publication 
which ranks with the best of academic journals while still providing 
material for the amateur naval historian to enjoy. Indeed, the element of 
the website that was most widely appreciated and attracted most favour, 
was the ability to search all back issues of The Mariner’s Mirror, and the 
fact that access to articles in past issues, is considerably helped by the 
abstracts. Many of you enjoyed taking part in providing abstracts for 
Byrne, our Hon. Secretary, for inclusion in the website. While the articles 
were relatively easy to put into the database, thanks to the massive effort 
of the members who wrote abstracts, all original documents are now also 
available, and research notes are also going in, albeit more slowly. The 
writing of these abstracts has been described as a very good ‘team-building 
experience’, with the suggestion that more of these types of exercises 
could be undertaken by members. Indeed, the First World War Crew List 
Project is just such another exercise, and you were asked to take part in 
that recently.

There was also praise for the editorial policy of The Mariner’s Mirror, 
with its breadth of articles and notes. We can never be complacent with The 
Mariner’s Mirror and several comments were made about the contents. The 
Hon. Editor does not commission the articles printed in the journal, and 
every year at the AGM he reports being mystified as the content moves 
from being dominated by naval nineteenth-century matters to mercantile 
seventeenth-century matters, or whatever the mix he was presented with 
during the year. The Editorial Board keeps oversight on the continuing 
development of the journal but as ever, the Hon. Editor is always seeking 
high quality articles for publication.

The new online Forum is appreciated as responses arrive more quickly 
than in the quarterly printed journal. Sam Willis is our Forum editor and 
Justin Reay keeps an academic eye on content as necessary. The Forum 
is slowly building a wealth of material and once again I would encourage 
you all to make use of the facility.
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Topmasts, edited by Nigel Blanchford, is proving a very successful 
addition to the Society’s published material. Many of the comments 
asked for more illustrative material, and they are answered by the pages 
of photographs which we can now freely include in Topmasts. Now that 
Topmasts is online we have the ability to keep it relevant and to include 
much more material. Articles can be included which are more of general 
interest rather than academic in nature where The Mariner’s Mirror would 
be more appropriate.

Needless to say, there were also many more interesting suggestions 
about ways in which we could improve services to members. More social 
events and lectures have been suggested, but given the poor response to 
the centenary programme and the need to avoid clashing with existing 
seminar series, we do need to progress cautiously in this area. Nevertheless, 
all suggestions are being considered currently, and once again I would 
repeat, if you have any further comments please let Alistair know so that 
all thoughts and ideas can be taken into account.

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s Notes

First I must thank all the authors who have submitted articles for this 
edition of Topmasts. I have received articles on a wide variety of subjects 
from contributors in the UK, Australia and Spain. In the UK we are taken 
from Northumberland to the Isles of Scilly by way of the River Nene 
and Greenwich; and in Spain we celebrate a centenary. Topics include the 
centenary of the Spanish submarine service; a fascinating article from the 
Melbourne Argus of 1908; and an account of X-Lighters, the First World 
War forerunners of the landing craft that played such a major part in the 
Second World War. We have a description of an unusual semaphore tower 
in the Isles of Scilly, together with an invitation to visit; and a description 
of one of the last wooden light vessels still in use – as a Yacht Club HQ. 
We also have news from the USA of one of Nelson’s life masks and a 
conference at Mystic Seaport, and in the UK of steamboats at Windermere

The centenary of the battle of Jutland is at the front of many people’s 
minds at the moment, and there are details of conferences covering this and 
and the wider conflict at sea during the First World War, and links to the 
many commemorations, events and exhibitions that mark this centenary 
in the UK, Germany and Denmark. One of these events is the opening to 
the public of the restored HMS Caroline in Belfast. I had the good fortune 
to find myself in Belfast last year, so went to see this beautiful ship (from 
outside the security fencing), and was impressed by her elegant lines and 
the power that is implied by her three huge funnels. I am looking forward 
to a return visit, when I can see more of this historic ship. 

I must also apologize to those authors whose articles have been deferred 
until the August edition. Members and others have responded wonderfully 
to requests for magazine style articles for inclusion in Topmasts, and in 
order to keep Topmasts to a reasonable length some articles are ‘on hold’ 
until the next edition. However, SNR’s next Publications Committee will 
be discussing the position so that we can publish such contributions in a 
timely manner without making Topmasts unmanageable.
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My apologies to Janice Gooch, who was not credited as the author of 
the article in Topmasts 17 on wreck diving in Lanzarote.

I am pleased to introduce a newly appointed Overseas Corresponding 
Member for Ireland. Seán T. Rickard is, I am sure, known to many members. 
He has dual US/Irish citizenship, and lives in Limerick. He served in the 
US Navy and has a strong maritime family background, tracing seafaring 
ancestors back to the seventeenth century. He describes himself as an 
independent researcher, has received an award from the Tomlin Fund, 
and is finishing a 40,000 word paper that the grant supported. He also 
writes scripts for the weekly RTE programme Seascapes about current 
Irish maritime affairs, and is keen to see Ireland better represented in SNR 
publications.

The number of articles that are submitted for each edition is growing and 
this surely indicates that the Society is a healthy and lively organization. So 
in spite of having to defer publication of some articles until August, I finish 
with my usual request to members and readers: please do consider writing 
an article for Topmasts, and do encourage speakers at the conferences that 
you attend to give their subject a wider audience by forwarding an article. 
I am sure that a modest restructuring of the way SNR manages the website 
and Topmasts will ensure the timely publication of your contributions.

Nigel Blanchford 
topmasts@snr.org.uk

First World War Centenary
The Story of the Beetles

(Beetles – not George, John, Paul and Ringo)

Exactly a hundred years ago a new type of vessel was to make its debut 
– the ‘landing craft’. But it was not to be known as such initially. In 
February 1915 the Admiralty called for a design for a large lighter, ‘to be 
self propelled and suitable for transporting troops, horses and field guns, 
and landing them on a shelving beach’.

These were to be known as X Lighters and a requirement of 200 vessels 
was quoted. James Pollock & Sons, of Faversham in Kent, were quick to 
produce a basic design and orders were placed with over 20 shipbuilding 
yards. However, it was said that the need for these vessels was urgent and 
at least two of the contractors were not experienced ship-builders. The 
lighters were ordered in February 1915 and launched between April and 

July. Half of the order had been completed in May, and 
by August the orders were completed.

The lighters were just over 100 feet long, 20 wide 
and a draft of three and a half feet. The vessels were 
propelled by Bolinder engines, for which Pollocks 
were the UK distributors. Speeds of 5 to 8 knots were 
attained depending upon the size of engine available. 
The engine compartment was right aft and had a 4-foot 
casing in front of which was a small reinforced steering 
platform, and below that a small cabin. Below the upper 

‘X10’ (‘K65’) at Gallipoli, 
January 1916, showing the 

spoon-shaped bow for landing 
on steeply shelving beaches
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deck the space was taken up with 
the hold, and at the back of the 
hold was a small accommodation 
space for the crew. The hatches 
to the hold were 8 feet wide with 
folding covers which gave added 
protection when open. In the hold 
forward was a wooden stairway 
the width of the hatchway which 
led to the upper deck. In the bows 
were two derricks which raised 
and lowered the hinged unloading 

ramp. The hulls were painted black, and with their two antenna-like 
derricks forward the lighters soon acquired the nickname of ‘Beetles’.

Once the initial order had been fulfilled the full versatility of the lighters 
was realized and a further 25 vessels were built.

The urgency placed on the requirement was because of two fronts in 
the Middle East. Both were aimed at the Ottoman Empire (Turkey and its 
occupied lands) which had aligned itself with Germany. The first front was 
to be at the top of the Persian Gulf, Mesopotamia, to protect the supply of 
oil for which the Royal Navy had an increasing demand. The second was 
the Gallipoli campaign to take one of Germany’s allies out of the war and 
open the Dardenelles.

Gallipoli 1915–16
Despite the urgency the X lighters were not ready until after the Gallipoli 
campaign began in April 1915. It must be remembered that this was 1915 
and large amphibious landings which became commonplace in the Second 
World War 2 were still an unknown quantity.

The planning of the opening stages was no secret. The ships and 
aircraft of the Royal Navy and Royal Naval Air Service were seen weeks 
before off the Gallipoli peninsula surveying the coast and carrying out 
bombardments. The Turks made good use of the 65 days between the first 
naval attack on 19 February (1915) and the assault on 25 April to prepare 
their defences.

The plans for the actual amphibious assault seem today to have been 
hopelessly inadequate:

There were no landing craft available for any of the beaches. Soldiers 
and marines would land in cutters, launches and pinnaces, and lifeboats 
(borrowed from troop ships) all towed by steam picket boats. A few 
yards off the beach, steam picket boats would cast off their tows, and 
the final approach would be under oars.’

Troops would embark in boats at the rendezvous some miles off the 
beach. The lines of tows, each 100 yards apart, would be led towards the 
beach by three battleships until signalled to go on, when they were to 
overtake the battleships, and still preserving their relative bearings and 
distance apart, push on to the shore, which was to be reached at 5am. 
All landings were to be supported by naval gunfire bombardments, in 
some cases spotted for by aircraft.

I will not go into detail of events in the Gallipoli campaign as they do 
not involve the story of the X lighters. Fast forward to August: 

X lighters landing stores at Gallipoli
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Much new equipment had arrived in the theatre, including more 
monitors for bombardment, and, at last, fourteen specialized landing 
craft. These craft were motorised, armoured, capable of holding five 
hundred men each, and had bow ramps; the direct ancestors of today’s 
landing craft. They were painted black and were dubbed ‘beetles’ be-
cause their long projecting ramps in the raised position looked like 
antennae. Now there would be no wretched plodding progress ashore 
under fire in rowing boats. The air arm had been reinforced, allowing 
raids of up to fifteen aircraft to strike targets on the Peninsula and the 
Narrows. The actual landing at Suvla was a great improvement on its 
predecessors in the campaign.

But things had not gone the way the War Cabinet had wanted. On 23 
December they decided on a complete evacuation. Once again I will not 
go into full detail, except to say that the X lighters played their part. But 
lessons had been learnt and the ‘landing craft’ was here to stay. 

During the campaign:

• Of the 200 built in 1915, 14 were converted to carry and pump 
water. In 1916 a further nine water and five fuel tankers were 
converted.

• From the UK they were towed or carried as deck cargo to the 
Mediterranean taking, on average, 25 days. 

• In succession, on arrival in the Aegean the 14 water lighters were 
given L numbers – L1 to L14 inclusive while those to carry troops, 
horses and field guns were given K numbers – K1 to K77 inclusive. 
(The craft were re-numbered. In retrospect it would have been 
simpler just to swap the X for an L or K. A cross-reference has been 
compiled but it is not complete.)

• X130 and with SS Burrsfield, which was towing her, were torpedoed 
sunk between Malta and Mudros by the German submarine U-33.

• Nine K vessels were reported but only X32 has been identified.

Commander Unwin was the officer in charge of the ‘beetles’. Midshipman 
Drewry wrote:

On the 2nd or 3rd of August [1915] I joined Unwin on K14, that 
being the senior officer’s craft. K14 was similar to the other lighters 
except it was fitted for a 4.7 gun which, however, was at the bottom of 
some supply ship’s hold and could not be got at.

 ‘X’ Lighters in other theatres
After the campaign some craft were transferred to Mesopotamia, the 
remaining craft were dispersed to Mudros, Salonika, Gibraltar, Egypt and 
subsequently to Constantinople. Two were sent to Bombay. Some two 
dozen X craft were transferred in 1916 to Mesopotamia, their K and X 
numbers were replaced by the ML series – ML1 to ML25. 

Less than half of the X craft built were sent to the Dardenelles and/or 
to Mesopotamia. It is assumed that the rest remained in home waters and 
were used for other purposes. Thirteen were completed as tankers (water 
or fuel) by the builders. It is believed all were sold into the mercantile 
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trade during the 1920s. Records show that 11 X craft received awards for 
their parts in rescue/salvage of five merchant ships in trouble between 
June 1917 and February 1918.

In January 1918 X5 and X110 were caught by the German submarine 
U-34 while under tow in the North Sea. Bombs were placed on both and 
they were destroyed.

In February 1918 X138 was on passage Immingham to Inverness by the 
tug Racia. The tow parted and X138 capsized with the loss of six personnel 
on board. In May 1918 four vessels, X63, X81, X86 and X198, had been 
loaned to the Royal Air Force, purpose unknown. In April 1919 these 
four, plus X155 and X163, were permanently transferred.

North Russia 1919
In 1919 the allies, with Great Britain in the forefront, decided to ally itself 
with the White Russian cause against the Red Russians or Bolsheviks. This 
intervention was to be fought on two fronts – in the Baltic and in the 
White Sea.

The second front in the support for the White Russians was in northern 
Russia at Archangel and along the river Dvina. It was along this river that 
M class monitors of the Royal Navy were used against the opposing ‘Red’ 
forces. The Royal Navy was not the only British force there. The newly 
formed Royal Air Force was present, as well as the Royal Marines and 
army units.

The X craft were ideally suited for supporting the monitors which 
had been introduced for the Dardenelles and Mesopotamia campaigns. 
Twenty-six X craft were sent to northern Russia and the Dvina river in 
1919. The lighters were towed from Lerwick, via the sheltered waters of 
the Norwegian coast. Three were reported lost during the campaign:

• X42, RFA Lobster, appears to have been a ‘Jonah’ ship. In a four-
month period in Russia five of the crew were discharged dead. ‘22nd 
July – one Able seaman; on 5th August - one engineer; on 26th 
August – the Bosun and an Ordinary Seaman; and on 6th October – 
one Lieutenant’

• X25 was reported lost in north Russia in 1919 
• X114 was lost on the return voyage from north Russia.

The Interwar Years
The 1920s opened with X craft laid up at the various ports they happened 
to be in when the war finished in the Mediterranean (Mudros, Salonika, 
Constantinople, Egypt and Malta), while at home some use was made of 
a few craft in an auxiliary capacity in the home dockyards – fuel lighters, 
ferries, coal lighters, etc.

In 1922/23 16 X craft were sent to Malta, of which five were water 
tankers and 26 of the craft went to the Spanish navy in 1924 where some 
served until 1962. At some stage in their lives four craft were reported as 
cable layers. 

All surplus vessels were then put up for disposal with a majority of 
them going into the mercantile trade. The X lighters were ideally suited 
for ‘short sea’ trades in coastal waters of the North Sea and across to 
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continental Channel ports. X101 and X175 went to Sierra Leone with the 
West Africa Lighterage Co. as Subu and Serabu respectively. Subu was lost 
by fire in September 1929. X208 was registered in 1929 in Venezuala, then 
in 1935 in Trinidad. In 1945 she was lost on the river Orinoco. A survey of 
Lloyd’s registers shows many survivors still in operation during and after 
the Second World War, and two are still listed on the National Historic 
Ships register.

Dunkirk and the Second World War
Around 30 X lighters were reported as surviving until the start of the 

Second World War. In May 1940 seven vessels were 
used during the Dunkirk evacuation of which three 
were lost – two by air attack, X149 and X231, and 
another wrecked. In 1941 the tanker X78, Winkle, was 
lost (cause unknown).

Three of the now mercantile vessels are recorded as 
being in use as barrage balloon vessels in the Thames 
estuary during the Second World War:

• Betty Hudson (BW Steamship, Towing & Lighter Co.) formerly 
X81

• James M (T. J. Metcalf, London) formerly X145 which had seen 
action at the Dardenelles as K26 

• Bella or Della (Braithwaite & Dean, London) formerly X?

All photographs courtesy of David Mallard. For additional information 
and pictures please go to www.xlighter.org 

Dave Wright
Naval Historian

The Story of LV 50, a Surviving Wooden Light Vessel

LV 50 or house yacht Tyne 11 (club ship of the Royal Northumberland 
Yacht Club) is now the oldest floating timber light vessel remaining in 
Great Britain and one of only three still identifiable as a light vessel. 

Her hull construction is very similar to that of the eighteenth-century 
fighting ship being double planked with 3-inch teak timbers on 4-inch oak 
frames set 2 feet apart. This is sheathed with a metal alloy (Muntz metal) 
to just above the waterline to prevent attack by shipworms. Her design 
was developed to ensure maximum strength while moored in some of the 
most dangerous waters around the United Kingdom. The new ‘metal’ 
technology was utilized to strengthen and brace hull construction with 
wrought iron and in particular reduce bulky ‘kneeves’ below decks and in 
her bows where massive anchor hawse pipes perforated the hull.

LV50 is 100 feet long (30.48 metres), her width is 21 feet (6.4 metres) with 
a draft of 9 feet (2.74 metres). She weighs a little over 205 tons deadweight 
and was never fitted with an engine, always being towed to station. 

Above deck she was fitted with a deckhouse. Below deck the rear part 
of the vessel originally contained the oil storage room and the master’s 
cabin. Forward, the anchor chains dropped from the main deck and were 
stored in the bilge below the crew sleeping and cooking area. 

‘X57’ on the Thames in 
London, late 1930s

http://www.xlighter.org
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She retains her original mast and lifting pulleys for the lantern which was 
suspended 40 feet above the waterline which allowed observation of the 
light from a distance of 8 miles in good weather. The lantern was hoisted 
and lowered to the deck using the lifting pulleys from a winch behind the 
mast on the main deck. Every morning the lantern was lowered, cleaned 
and refilled with either shale or rapeseed oil depending on availability. The 
lantern had a clockwork mechanism which rotated the outer casing and 
in this way provided a flashing light signal. Unfortunately the lantern was 
subsequently removed as it was in a poor state of repair and to reduce the 
sway on the vessel when moored.

LV 50 was additionally fitted with a reed foghorn. We do not know 
whether the engine to drive the foghorn was installed at the time of 
her initial commissioning or subsequently. In a paper called ‘The Seven 
Stones Light Vessel’ by James Nicholas Douglass in the Proceedings of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers for 1879–80 there is reference to a vessel 
of exactly the design and proportions of LV50 which describes caloric 
engines driving the foghorn and winch.

The motive power consists of a pair of Brown’s caloric engines, each of 
5 effective HP., arranged for working singly or together. The engines are 
fitted with air pumps for supplying two compressed-air vessels, from 
which the sirens sounded at a pressure of 40 lbs. per square inch. The 
blasts of the siren are regulated by cams worked from the engines. The fuel 
consumed is locomotive coke, and the consumption is 18 lbs. per hour. 
The ‘Harfield’ windlass is fitted with a pair of cylinders and slide gear 
for working it, when required, with compressed air. This arrangement is 
found to be of great assistance to the crew, as with every opportunity of 
fine weather the cable has to be hove short for examination.

LV 50 is the only known light vessel to be designed and built with an 
en closed stern known as a ‘whaleback’, specifically to ensure she was 
protected from heavy following seas breaking over her while on station 
at Seven Stones. This feature makes her readily identifiable from historic 
pictures and can be seen in the photographs and working drawing.

‘LV50’ in 2016
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Her crew consisted of 11 men including the ship’s master. Generally, the 
crew served four weeks afloat then two weeks on shore unless the weather 
was too rough for them to be removed. Totally self-sufficient, they had to 
remain on station in the wildest of weather and roughest of seas to ensure 
the safety of vessels passing by the hazard. 

Although we know that LV 50 was built in 1879 (there are good accounts 
of her initial commissioning) the yard and location of her construction are 
unknown because records held by Trinity House were destroyed in a fire 
following a bombing raid in 1940. Today, National Historic Ships UK 
registers her as being of national importance. 

We believe LV50 was initially stationed until the turn of the nineteenth 
century on the Seven Stones reef off the Isles of Scilly, considered the 
most dangerous reef in Britain, and was serviced out of Penzance depot. 
In 1902 she was moved along the south coast to the Shambles sandbank off 
Weymouth. Post 1910 she was repositioned to Outer Gabbard sandbank 
in the Thames Approaches north-east of Felixstowe. In 1935 she returned 
to the south coast to the Warner sandbank off the Isle of Wight. Her final 
station was on Calshot Spit sandbank in Southampton Water before being 
decommissioned and removed to Harwich for breaking. It was here in 
1952 she was purchased by RNYC for the sum of £500 before being towed 
to Port of Blyth where she has remained afloat ever since.

Today she is the much loved house yacht Tyne 11 and is transformed 
inside to provide a bar, a saloon and associated galley, able to serve food to 
members who enjoy many functions on board. The upper deck is entered 
through the door on the port side into a small reception area with access 
down to the lower deck area. At its rear is the galley fitted with a cooking 
range and at the stern underneath the whaleback a small storage area with 
access to the rudder stock. 

A corridor on the starboard side leads to toilets, showers and office 
space installed by the Club during the early years of her life at Blyth. 

Although generally in remarkably good condition her hull has rotted in 
places. Most threatened are her bow stem timbers which are about to be 
replaced and which hopefully will preserve her for many more years.

‘LV50’  is recognizable from her characteristic 
whale back on Shambles station
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The RNYC had hoped this project might attract HLF 
support but the open-ended nature of the preservation 
work led to our bid for funding being turned down. 

During 2015 a group, the Friends of LV50, was 
formed from interested club members as well as 
members of the general public. The aims of this group 
are to promote and encourage an understanding and 
interest of the public at large in the preservation and 
national historical significance of LV50, to educate a 
wide audience including schools about her heritage of 
LV50 particularly by providing access through open 
days. Finally to research and record the unknown and 
uncertain history of LV50.

Any insights into her possible origins or indeed 
stations of service would be gratefully received at:

friendsoflv50@gmail.com
(Please copy any replies to topmasts@snr.org.uk)

Frank Higham

Trinder’s Telegraph
An exception to the rule of naval semaphore stations

A semaphore station briefly swung into action on the Isles of Scilly 200 
years ago this summer. The signal has long gone, but the tower remains 
and is the highest vantage point on the islands. It was a coastguard station 
in the twentieth century and in 2011 it was converted into a residence, 
with the rooftop lookout hut preserved. The owner, Peter Laverock, has 
been delving into the history.

The Isles of Scilly lie 28 miles west of Land’s End in south-west 
England. The mainland is visible on a clear day but the signal station was 
never intended to communicate with Cornwall. It was for the effective 
deployment of ships of war, both during conflict with France and, later, 
against privateers. By design and location it therefore does not fit into the 
wider patterns of semaphore developments. It was a one-off project, made 
for the special conditions of England’s only archipelago of small islands.

From 1796 to 1799 the islands were in a zone of naval conflict between 
England and France. Royal Navy ships based in Plymouth and Cork 
patrolled the western approaches to the English Channel. The islands 
had strategic value but were not a naval base as such. The largest island, 
St Mary’s, had a garrison on a fortified hill. Smuggling was endemic and 
the Customs House had a small 6-gun cutter, the Providence, to put up 
some token resistance. The additional muscle of the Royal Navy was 
occasionally available and it was thought that semaphore signalling could 
aid an effective deployment in the treacherous waters of the Isles of Scilly.

At the end of April 1812 there was a daring raid in which two, or 
possibly three, merchant vessels were seized and taken away by a 
privateer. Lieutenant Colonel George Vigoureux, the military governor 
of the islands, turned to the navy for help. He despatched a letter in the 
middle of the night from the garrison on St Mary’s to the nearby island of 
St Martin’s where a Royal Navy lieutenant, John Trinder was running an 

A preservation challenge: 
rotten stem timbers

mailto:friendsoflv50%40gmail.com?subject=Friends%20of%20LV50
mailto:topmasts%40snr.org.uk?subject=LV50


Topmasts no. 18

12

old-fashioned ball-and-pennant signal 
station. Vigoureux’s letter, preserved 
in the National Archives at Kew, gives 
details of the raid, advising Trinder, 
‘I give you this information that you 
may make the earliest signal to any 
ship of war in sight.’ 

Trinder knew that catching the 
privateer was a lost cause but he 
passed the letter on to London in 
order to build the case for better co-
ordination between army and navy 
and to put himself forward for the 
command of a small boat to patrol the 
islands. Eventually the army and navy 
agreed to a modern semaphore tower 
on the same island as the Garrison, 
but Trinder did not get his patrol boat.

The wheels of procurement ground 
slowly and the Telegraph Tower 
on Newford Down, St Mary’s, was 
not built for another two years. The 
islanders may not have been too keen 
for such an installation because there 
is evidence of vandalism and theft 
from the site in the winter of 1814/15. 
The navy’s agent for the building of 
the tower, James Adams, wrote of 

20 panes of glass broken and 60 feet 
of iron rainwater pipe taken away. An 

extension to the building contract with Edward Hambleton of Penzance 
finally got the tower ready for use in December 1815. 

The Royal Navy transferred Trinder from St Martin’s to St Mary’s island 
in December 1815 and put him in charge of the ‘improved semaphoric 
apparatus’. The signal was a wooden mast about 25 feet high, with three 
moving arms. The design is unusual and, even as it was being installed, it 
was superseded on the land-based semaphore chains by a two-vane signal 
with longer, more visible arms and more reliable mechanics. 

It was out of date in another sense, too. The war with France was over. 
Napoleon had been defeated at Waterloo six months before the semaphore 
was ready. With no French to fight, it needed a new role. Trinder was keen 
to see if the semaphore could enhance the local battle against smuggling. 

Trinder was an enthusiastic law enforcer. He was keen to catch navy 
deserters on the islands and he could see the potential of press-ganging local 
youngsters who had good sailing skills. Living on St Martin’s, and latterly 
St Mary’s, he had gleaned good local knowledge of how the smuggling 
industry worked. He upset some of the vested interests, including a man 
called John Hammel, who lived in Hugh Town, the ‘capital’ of the islands. 
Hammel tried to damage Trinder’s reputation in March 1816, claiming that 
some of the men hired to work at the signal station had shares in smuggling 
vessels. Trinder rejected this in a letter to the Navy Board in London and 

The Telegraph Tower in 2016
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says of Hammel, ‘He keeps a gin shop . . . where he retails spirits at so 
cheap a rate that it is evident the duty could never have been paid thereon.’

The plan was to use the Telegraph Tower as a lookout and when suspicious 
activity was observed, information could be signalled to navy or customs 
vessels. Between March and July of 1816 Trinder had a frustrating time of 
having virtually no one to signal to, only the occasional visiting warship. 
‘To place sailors to look out for a squadron was’, he wrote, ‘an odd thing; 
it makes the duty much too easy.’ His men were, he admitted, falling 
asleep on the job because there was so little to do. He also complained 
to the Navy Board that ‘the code of signals is much too intricate to be 
understood by the class of person usually employed in the Custom House 
or preventative row boats.’ In one of the weekly logs, Trinder records that 
he put up a signal for the CHC Providence and kept it out for five hours, 
but it was ignored. 

Navy signals were state secrets, not to be shared with the general public. 
Even the customs boats were not routinely given semaphore code books. 
Nor, it appears, were any of the island boats equipped with the flags needed 
to make a reply to the tower. As a last desperate measure, Trinder decided 
to produce a simplified code, only for the Providence. He sat down with 
the cutter’s captain on 22 July 1816 and devised a bespoke code entirely 
relevant to the known methods of Isles of Scilly smugglers.

The code used the numbers 1 to 6, displayed by the three-vane semaphore 
machine with no encryption. 6 x 6 x 6 makes 212 possible numbers, which 
was more than enough for Trinder’s purpose. Twenty of the numbers were 
allocated to particular ships suspected of smuggling. There were codes for 
25 local harbours or anchorages known to be used by smugglers. Finally, 
there were four codes specifically relating to smuggling from merchant 
ships of the East and West India fleets. The mainstay of island smuggling 
was wheeling and dealing with the crews of passing merchant ships, who 
would often be in the habit of laying in their own private stash of luxury 
goods, in addition to the ship’s official manifest. It was risky to take such 
contraband to a regulated port on the mainland, so selling it to island 
smugglers was a viable alternative.

The navy, all the while, was closing down the semaphore stations 
around the English coast. Money was short and international tension had 
eased with the defeat of Napoleon. Lieutenant Trinder threw in the towel 
on 18 September 1816. He concedes in writing that the signal cannot be 
seen more than nine or ten miles out, the staff were useless and the main 
beam supporting the signal post had sunk, requiring considerable expense 
in cross beams and columns to shore it up.

The Newford Down semaphore was costing £300 a year to run and the 
navy shut it down at the end of 1816 – its first and only year of operation. 
Trinder hung around in the islands for a couple more years but then retired 
from the navy and bought a farm in Rowley Green in Hertfordshire. He 
died in 1834, and is buried at St Botolph’s Church in Shenleybury.

For an experiment, and to commemorate Trinder’s efforts to curb 
smuggling, a replica semaphore apparatus is to be erected on the top of the 
Telegraph Tower in June, July and August this year (2016). The replica will 
be full size, but made from modern materials to reduce costs and comply 
with listed buildings regulations. The original mast would probably have 
been made of teak planks. Long iron chains drove the signal arms. The 
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base of the mast was inside the tower for the convenience and comfort of 
the signal operators. It’s not feasible today to make a hole in the roof and 
bring the mast inside the building, as would have been the case in Trinder’s 
day, so it will be secured to the side of the existing lookout hut on the roof, 
and driven by electric motors.

Visitors are welcome to come and see. Attempts will be made to signal 
to visiting ships in the old fashioned way. Replies by flag would be greatly 
appreciated, although VHF, mobile phone and email will not be ignored!

An island regatta is being planned for the August Bank Holiday weekend 
(26–29 August), featuring a modern Type 23 frigate and several replica 
sailing ships. This will also be the finale of the semaphore re-enactment. 
See https://www.visitislesofscilly.com/islandsregatta 

Peter Laverock
Project Manager, Telegraph 200

The New Greenwich Maritime Centre 
at the University of Greenwich

On the pleasant evening of Tuesday 15 March 2016 (no rain!), over 100 
guests streamed into the Old Royal Naval College’s Queen Anne Building 
for the opening of the new Greenwich Maritime Centre (GMC). It was a 
packed house.

We gathered outside the lecture theatre, in the main gallery. Hanging on 
the walls was the first GMC art exhibition, highlighting a collection by the 
talented photo-journalist Vince Bevan entitled Landscapes of Fishing. The 
exhibition will be closed by the time this issue of Topmasts comes out, but 
it is worth noting that the GMC will continue to feature maritime artists 
on their website, as well as run an annual art exhibition.

The opening began with a welcoming speech by the Head of the 
Department of History, Politics, and Social Science, Dr June Balshaw, 
under whose department the GMC is housed. She was followed by an 

enlightening and inspirational talk by Michael 
Everard, former chairman of F. T. Everard and 
president of BIMCO (The Baltic and International 
Maritime Organisation), who has a long-standing 
relationship with the University of Greenwich 
through the GMI and now with the GMC.

Dr Tim Acott, the new director, emphasized 
that the GMC will be building on the reputation 
and goodwill of the former Greenwich Maritime 
Institute, which closed in December 2015. The two 
former directors and former associate director, along 
with many GMI alumni, were in attendance. Dr Acott 
then presented a thought-provoking introduction to 
the GMC, situating its mandate within the greater 
context of the global importance of the ocean. He 
shared with us an apt quotation of Greek geographer 
Strabo, setting the stage for the GMC’s future:

© Artwork by Dr Tim Acott, 
Director, GMC

https://www.visitislesofscilly.com/islandsregatta
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We are in a certain sense amphibious, not exclusively connected with 
the land, but with the sea as well . . . The sea and the land in which we 
dwell furnish theatres for action, limited for limited actions and vast 
for grander deeds. (Steinburg, The Social Construction of the Ocean, 
2001,9)
Ninety per cent of the world’s trade is carried by merchant shipping. 

Indeed, shipping is increasing in scale. The ocean is also being targeted as 
a means of producing renewable energy in the form of wind, tides, waves, 
thermal, solar, and through marine bio-fuels such as algae. Ocean security, 
too, is of increasing importance, not only to secure us from threats from 
conflict and piracy, but from environmental threats. Natural disasters, 
erosion of the coastline, and a rising sea level are all under study. And 
then there are the marine and coastal ecosystem services – gas and climate 
regulation, food provision, tourism and recreation, and spiritual services. 
Finally, Dr Acott outlined the impacts on the ocean that warrant further 
study: pollution, over-fishing, destruction of coastal ecosystems, climate 
change, and ocean acidification. These are just a few of the research topics 
that will come under the umbrella of the GMC.

The new GMC is a cross-faculty initiative, bringing together a wide 
range of people from diverse backgrounds who all take the sea and coasts 
as their focus, dare I say passion? Officially stated, the purpose of the 
GMC is ‘to promote a greater understanding and social awareness of the 
relationships between sea and society, and to be a platform for developing 
sustainable solutions for maritime issues’. 

Geographer Dr Adriana Ford gave us an impressive overview of the 
university’s extensive research expertise, which includes maritime history 
(of course!), maritime engineering, maritime governance, maritime law and 
policy, maritime safety, maritime technology, fisheries, and atmosphere 
and ocean processes (whew!). We were quite impressed by the sheer scope 
and importance of the various projects, many of which have received 
national accolades, for example, a GIS project by the Department of 
Computing and Information Systems, who are analysing ship movements 
in the Solent, to be used for marine safety and port development. The 
Computation Mechanics and Reliability Group’s work ranges from 
creating digital models used on the Cutty Sark’s refurbishment to inter-
preting British and French ship designs from the sixteenth century. The 
Fire Safety Engineering Group is researching evacuation strategies for 
RN aircraft carriers as well as for HMS Victory in dry dock. The Natural 
Resources Institute is involved in several far-reaching studies on fisheries 
and aquaculture; and Professor Steven Haines, a former RN officer now 
with the School of Law is working on the project ‘The End of the Grotian 
Era? —Maintaining Order and Good Governance at Sea’. 

The Department of History, Politics and Social Sciences also has several 
projects that are either ongoing or have just been finished. Under the 
leadership of geographer Dr Tim Acott are studies on small-scale fisheries, 
ecosystem services, conservation and responsible tourism, all which have 
been funded through four large EU grants. 

Of interest to the members of the SNR, the Department is also 
overseeing several maritime history projects. ‘Lifesaving, Shipwreck, 
and Coastal Communities in England and Wales, 1700–1914’ is the 
topic of their recent Arts and Humanities Research Council funding 
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bid. Dr Cathryn Pearce has been 
involved with a seed project on the 
subject, working with the archives 
of the Shipwrecked Fishermen 
and Mariners’ Royal Benevolent 
Society. Dr Vanessa Taylor and Dr 
Sarah Palmer recently completed 
a useful three year project on the 
‘History and Governance of the 
River Thames’. Results of the 
project can be found at http://
www.gre.ac.uk/ach/gmc/research/
projects/runningriverthames . 

Several research projects concerning naval history are also in the works.
The GMC’s role is to promote this maritime research, and to take it out 

into the world through partnerships that are formed through their projects. 
They are not only interested in research however. The university continues 
to offer postgraduate provision in maritime studies, particularly maritime 
security policy, and management. Maritime history is being embedded in 
the BA degree through new courses such as ‘Island Nation: Britain and 
the Sea 1800 to the Present’ (Dr Victoria Carolan); ‘Atlantic Worlds, 1650–
1783’ (Dr Christopher Ware), and ‘Global Exploration: From Columbus 
to Scott’s Antarctic’ (Dr Angela Byrne, though currently being taught 
by Dr Cathryn Pearce). There are plans afoot to develop a collaborative 
MA in maritime history and heritage, and to include maritime geography 
within the BA human geography programme. Some big dreams for the 
future include a ‘semester at sea’ programme.

The GMC’s director has planned to start big and make a splash. 
Although only initiated in September 2015 with a small committee made 
up of former GMI staff and geographers Drs Acott and Ford, the centre 
is already involved in several research events including the Greenwich 
Maritime History Staff Research Seminars with the National Maritime 
Museum and the ‘Britain and the Sea Seminars’ with the Raphael Samuel 
Centre. The upcoming seminars are listed under ‘Events’ in Topmasts. 

The centre is also planning an international, interdisciplinary ‘Society 
and the Sea’ conference, to be held on the 15–16 September 2016, which 
will emphasize all of the wide-ranging research topics covered above. Stay 
tuned for the Call for Papers, which will be coming out in May.

All in all, the launch was incredibly successful. It was refreshing to see 
the enthusiasm of so many individuals who wanted to learn more about 
the GMC and to become involved. If any SNR members want to keep up 
with the events of the GMC, you can sign up as an affiliate at their website 
at http://www.gre.ac.uk/ach/gmc/about/get-involved and you’ll receive 
notice of GMC events.

Dr Cathryn Pearce
Greenwich Maritime Centre

Secretary, SNR Publications Committee

© Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society

http://www.gre.ac.uk/ach/gmc/research/projects/runningriverthames
http://www.gre.ac.uk/ach/gmc/research/projects/runningriverthames
http://www.gre.ac.uk/ach/gmc/research/projects/runningriverthames
http://www.gre.ac.uk/ach/gmc/about/get-involved
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An Extract from ‘The Argus’, Melbourne
18 June 1908

Torpedoes at Auction

Obsolete Naval Stores and Century-old Sheave Blocks
‘We’ve tried to trace their exact age but failed,’ remarked Lieutenant 
Burford yesterday afternoon during the progress of a sale of obsolete 
naval stores at the Williamstown Torpedo Depot. The officer was 
referring to two huge sheave blocks with enormous iron hooks attached.

‘They’re over a hundred years old,’ he continued, ‘and were brought 
from the old Nelson. But originally they formed a portion of the gear 
of the celebrated British line of battle ship Bellerophon. They’re of solid 
English oak with lignum vitae sheaves. The naval authorities are having 
them retained as curios. They were the days when you could put 200 
or 300 men to ‘fish’ and ‘cat’ the anchor. Now, all that’s done by steam. 
Such blocks are not made now, and are quite obsolete.’

The Naval Board had ordered the disposal of seven lots. The catalogue 
included Nordenfelt brass cylinders, ‘scrap’, old ‘junk’, 161 steel boiler 
tubes, &c. A pile of old blocks, forming portion of the original running 
gear of the old Nelson, that ancient battle-ship for so many years a 
familiar figure in Hobson’s Bay, brought 11/. Their original value was 
believed to be not less than £30. 

Added interest was created when the auctioneer, Mr Derham 
[Carney and Kelly], turned bidders’ attention to seven torpedoes in 
their respective stacks. They are of the 1885 type, consequently 23 years 
old and quite obsolete.

HMVS ‘Nelson’ 
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‘Stand a pressure of 1,000 lb. to the inch gentlemen. What shall I say?’ 
queried the auctioneer. ‘Ten shillings’ was the first bid. ‘Ten shillings for 
a torpedo! A new, up-to-date one costs £300. Gradually bids rose until 
a shy young man plumped from 35/- to £2/2/ a-piece, and the lot were 
knocked down to him for £14/14/. He explained he wanted them for air 
reservoirs in connection with steam engines, and, further, had his eye 
on the steel boiler tubes, which he intended should become associated 
with it for that purpose.

When putting up two steel propellers, the auctioneer had his little 
joke. He facetiously sought to stimulate bidding with an intimation 
that they were for absolute sale.

‘I can’t hang ’em to my watch chain, gentlemen. Now what can I say? 
You only want a little bit more and you’ll have a whole steamboat.’ But 
the audience was almost impervious to his persuasiveness. They started 
the propellers at 6d apiece. Ultimately the two were knocked down for 
5/-.

Author’s Note
One of the four-fold sheave blocks 
is displayed at the Geelong Maritime 
Museum. It weighs 156 kilos. The more 
significant relics of the ship include its guns, 
scattered through Victoria, the figurehead 
at the Australian National Maritime 
Museum, its anchors at Williamstown and 
the wheel at HMAS Cerberus.

Colin Jones
SNR Member

Difficult Rivers and ‘Exploring’ Rowboats
Bonthron and the Fenlands of the early 1900s

Here in the twenty-first century, it can be hard to picture some British 
waterway realities of just a century or so in the past. The image of stylish 
Edwardian gentlemen testing first-hand experience against official reports 
and folkloric rumours seems rather strange nowadays . . .

Prior to major legislative and engineering activities of the interwar 
period, much of the Ouse–Nene Complex had deteriorated into a very 
sad state. So much so that it can be difficult to form an accurate picture 
of conditions on various reaches in particular years. For such reasons it 
is worth considering some unusual comment that forms the heart of this 
note. Written by P. Bonthron, this same material was published in book 
form during the First World War under the title My Holidays on Inland 
Waterways. Much of it, however, had appeared earlier in the 1900s in such 
magazines as The Motor Boat. Bonthron’s chosen vessel for many of his 
wide-ranging jaunts was evidently the Balgonie, a motor-launch measuring 
a little over 8 metres in length.

It is significant that, when he ventured along the Fenland rivers Great 
Ouse and Nene, Bonthron used very different craft. These seem to have 
been roomy rowing-skiffs of somewhat similar design to the Thames 
craft central to Jerome K. Jerome’s celebrated extravaganza Three Men 

Four-sheave block
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in a Boat. Bonthron’s procedure evidently reflected ‘all sorts of reports’ 
regarding the River Nene’s course between Northampton and the sea, 
including strong suggestions that it would be ‘impossible . . . to navigate 
the through journey’.

In the event, Bonthron may have resorted to portages of his skiff on 
some stretches, thereby outflanking various problems. Just downstream 
of Wellingborough, there were evidently substantial ones involving ‘weeds 
and rushes’. It should be added that, by the 1930s, a neighbouring reach of 
the Nene had virtually disappeared, leaving just a series of shallow pools 
and silted rills that threaded their way uncertainly through what amounted 
to a morass. In effect, neglect had restored troublesome conditions that 
closely resembled what had existed in the early 1600s. For discussion and 
photographic evidence, see H. J. K Jenkins, ‘A Survey of the River Nene 
in the Reign of James I’, Northamptonshire Past and Present (Northants. 
Record Society), vol. viii, no. 3 (1991–2), 190–6.

On the Great Ouse, Bonthron certainly made use of portaging, though 
for rather curious reasons, namely the deliberate disabling of various 
locks by means of chains etc. This was due to protracted legal wrangling, 
which had something of a Gilbert and Sullivan flavour. Bonthron 
thought it ‘a pity that the locks should be closed for years through some 
misunderstanding between the parties concerned’. It is probable, however, 
that he underestimated other problems affecting the navigability of the 
Great Ouse at that time. As a sidelight on such matters, he mentioned an 
encounter with a Cambridge boating-party equipped with a set of wooden 
rollers, ‘each a yard long’: these markedly reduced the labour involved in 
portaging a skiff overland. While the point is uncertain, it seems entirely 
possible that this use of rollers was, in effect, a revival of much earlier 
practice that had been associated with the smaller sorts of freight-boats 
used in the region.

It has to be remembered that Bonthron was very much an enthusiast in 
several senses of that word. Thus, he considered his waterway writings as 

A Fenland skiff of around 1900

An impression of portaging techniques from ‘early times’ 
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lacking any claim ‘to literary merit’. Nevertheless, he provided interesting 
(and sometimes surprising) comment, not least on scenery and the like. 
At times, indeed, this led him into some questionable attitudes. He 
considered, for instance, that the Nene downstream of Peterborough 
became ‘very uninteresting’. This view rather neglected the continuing 
importance of those same reaches that linked up with the port of Wisbech, 
and so onwards to North Sea trade via the Wash. As a closing comment, it 
can be said that Bonthron’s pages need to be approached with a measure 
of caution but that, even so, they are well worth reading.

H. J. K. Jenkins
SNR Member 

hjkjenkins@gmail.com

The First Centenary of the Submarine 
in the Spanish Navy

The Spanish Submarine Service celebrated its first centenary 
on 17 February 2015. This was the date when King Alfonso 
XIII authorized the Minister of the Navy, to purchase 
four Holland class submarines from the United States of 
America. The first of these was the Isaac Peral (A-0), and 
she entered Spanish service later in the same year. The 

centenary commemoration organized by the navy comprised a number of 
events and exhibitions across the country. However, the purchase of the 
Isaac Peral was not the first underwater activity in Spain. 

Earlier underwater vessels and equipment in Spain
The first known underwater experiments in Spain were carried out by two 
Greeks (Nicolás of Rhodes and Constantino the Greek), with a diving bell 
of their invention in the river Tagus in 1538 in presence of the king Carlos 
I. One year later the former used a diving suit in the river Guadalquivir, 
Seville (1539).

Jerónimo de Ayanz y Beaumont (1553–1613), conceived both a 
submarine and a diving-suit (about 1607). A Cervó experimented with of 
a wooden spherical submarine (1831), and Antonio Sanjurjo Badía (1837-
1919), built a hand propelled unit in 1898, which he called a torpedo-firing 
buoy. Isidro Cabanyes Olcinellas (1843–1915) and Miguel Bonet Barberá, 
both colonels of the Corps of Artillery, developed a submarine propelled 
by electric batteries (1885), and Juan Bosque Aniento (?–?) designed a 
hand and electrically propelled submarine (1885).There were many more 

inventors, but three are pre-eminent. 
Cosme García Sáez (1818–74) ordered the 

building of a unit of his invention in Barcelona 
in 1858, and as the trials were unsatisfactory, he 
improved the design and built a second one, iron 
plated, propelled by hand with a crew of two 
men, and known as Garcibuzo, a name which 
joints part of his main surname with buzo (diver) 
(figure 1). After several trials in Barcelona in 1859 
he moved to Alicante, where his craft underwent 

Figure 1 Cosme García and his 
submarine in a postal stamp of 2011
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official trials a year later. Unfortunately the 
economic position of the government prevented 
the purchase of the submarine. 

Narciso Monturiol Estarriol (1819–85) built 
two units of his submarine, named Ictíneo I and 
II, meaning ‘fish-ship’, both propelled by hand. 
They were made of wood, with a double hull, 
using the space between them as tanks for ballast 
water. His initial idea was to build a craft for coral 
fishermen (figure 2). The trials of the first unit were 

in Barcelona in 1858, followed by official trials in Alicante in 1860, with 
very satisfactory results, as she could remain submerged 
for more than two hours. Then Monturiol wished to 
obtain a help of the government for the improvement of 
his unit, but it was not possible, even after many positive 
comments. Then he created a joint stock society and built 
the much bigger Ictíneo II, for military purposes, and as 
hand propulsion is so inefficient it was replaced by steam 
from a boiler using coal on the surface, and an anaerobic 
system when submerged, using a mixture of chemicals 
(potassium chlorate, zinc and manganese dioxide), which 
generated the necessary heat, and oxygen for breathing. 

In 1867 the trials, in Barcelona, were satisfactory but 
further work could not progress due to the lack of any 
subsidy, so the company went into bankruptcy. A model 

of Ictíneo II can be seen in a sculpture erected in 
1993 (figure 3). A second, a full-size model made 
in 1993 for a film, Monturiol, el señor del mar 
(Monturiol, the Lord of the Sea), stood near one of 
Barcelona’s marinas but in 2010 was removed, due 
to her very poor condition. The city’s Maritime 
Museum holds many documents about Monturiol 
and a model, together with another full-size model 
of Ictíneo I in the garden at the entrance, made for 
the same film (figure 4).

Isaac Peral y Caballero (1851–95), was a lieutenant of the Spanish navy. 
In 1884 he had the idea of a submarine torpedo, known as Peral, and in 
1887 he oversaw her building in La Carraca Arsenal, at San Fernando, 
Cádiz (figure 5). With an iron hull, she was propelled by a battery system, 
being able to remain submerged more than 10 hours, and with a range of 
396 miles. She had a speed of 10 knots on surface, and up to 12 crewmen. 

The trials began in 1890, and although she was 
effective, even in open seas, she had a number of 
deficiencies, including a periscope that was easily 
visible at 900m, and in trials the cruiser Cristóbal 
Colón approached her to 200m before being 
detected.

However, subsidies were with drawn and further 
development ceased in spite of public support for 
the project and for Peral, and as a result, he resigned 
his post in the navy. He then founded a number of 

Figure 2 Narcisco Montuirol on a 
stamp of 1987

Figure 4 ‘Ictíneo I’, 1993  
(Google Street View)

Figure 3 ‘Ictíneo II’ in 
a monument in Barcelona 

(Photo by the author, 2005)

Figure 5 Isaac Peral on a stamp of 
2013
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electrical companies, building elevators, 
and designing an electrical machine-gun 
and other weapons. Fortunately, the 
original submarine Peral still exists: until 
15 December 2012 she was a monument in 
a street of Cartagena; then she was moved 
for repairs (figure 6), (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=xSmc4zm81Xw), 
and now is exhibited at the city’s naval 
museum, where she is kept with many 
original photographs and documents 
about her.

Commemoration of the centenary
The Spanish navy’s submarine base, a training school for 
future submariners, and the naval museum of Cartagena, 
which, like all naval museums in Spain, is supported by 
the navy, organized the commemoration. 

An exhibition of models, photographs and other sub-
marine artefacts at the naval museum, was opened by 
the chief admiral of the Joint Chiefs of the Navy Staff 
(Almirante Jefe de Estado Mayor de la Armada (AJEMA), 
figure 8). The exhibition included a competition for makers 
of model sub marines, dioramas and other relevant works 
and a photography contest for images of submarines that 
were also used to illustrate the 2016 navy calendar.

The main commemorative events of the centenary 
were later launched at the naval museum at Cartagena on 4 June 2015 and 
consisted of a travelling exhibition about the history of the submarine in 
Spain with photographs, graphics, diagrams, videos, etc., in ten sections, 
six of which concentrated on the submarine in the Spanish navy. There 
were ship models in the main exhibition too.

The exhibition was formally opened by the Cartagena Arsenal’s admiral, 
in the presence of many other military and civilian authorities. The opening 
was followed by the distribution of the prizes to the winners of the model 
and photography competitions, and a certificate to every participant, as can 
be seen in this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wu4enZUkajs.

The main event of the commemoration on 11 June 11 2015 was the 
unveiling of a commemorative memorial by King Felipe VI, as chairman of 
a military celebration of the centenary, 
followed by a visit to some sites of 
the Arsenal. Then, in the Héroes de 
Cavite, the king received the honours 
of ordinance, voice greetings and gun 
salutes, followed with a military parade 
and the laying of a laurel wreath on the 
Monument to the Fallen Soldiers and 
Seamen in Service, as can be seen in 
the following: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=wLEPUvgVKc4.

Commemorations were also held 
by the Spanish navy in locations across 

Figure 6 Submarine ‘Peral’ on an old postcard. 
(Author’s collection)

Figure 8 The AJEMA and government 
delegate in the autonomous community 
inaugurate the exposition (Courtesy of 
Oficina de Relaciones con la Prensa)

Figure 7 Logo of the  
Centenary of Spanish 

Submarine Fleet (Courtesy 
of AMMET)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSmc4zm81Xw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSmc4zm81Xw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wu4enZUkajs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLEPUvgVKc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLEPUvgVKc4
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Spain with either the touring exhibition or accompanied by a smaller 
photographic exhibition, together with lectures in some places. Venues 
included the Tourism Centre in the Plaza de Colón square, Madrid, the 
Barcelona Maritime Museum and the Maritime Museum of Cantabria in 
Santander. 

A series of lectures was held in the Instituto de Historia y Cultura Naval 
(Institute of Naval History and Culture ) in Madrid, and in Cádiz and 
Avilés. A great-grandson of Isaac Peral gave a lecture about his ancestor 
in Guadalajara although this was not part of the official commemoration.

Other institutions also organized their own events, for example the 
Real Sociedad Económica de Amigos del País de Gran Canaria (Royal 
Economic Society of Friends of the Country of Gran Canaria, RSEAPGC), 

with the support of the local naval 
commandant. This coincided with the 
VI Naval Meeting, which celebrated ‘100 
Years of the Submarine Fleet in Spain’, 
and included an exhibition of models 
and photographs, and lectures. This 
event also commemorated the arrival at 
Puerto de Luz of the submarine Isaac 
Peral on 12 March 1917, where she was 
moored alongside the starboard side of 
the cruiser Cataluña (figure 9), on her 
maiden voyage.

The centenary was marked by many other organizations, both military 
and civilian. Two of the more unusual were:

On 15 May 2015 seven members of the Cartagena Amateur Radio Club 
were invited on board the submarine Galerna (S71) to use their radio 
equipment to transmit for two and a half hours to contact as many amateur 
radio enthusiasts as they could, resulting in over 1,500 contacts.

The Organización Nacional de Ciegos 
Españoles (National Spanish Blind People’s 
Organization, ONCE), supported the 
commemoration by selling themed tickets for 
their regular lottery. 

To end this account of the commemorations 
I will quote Captain Lorenzo Gamboa Pérez-
Pardo from his lecture about the history of 
submarines, in Barcelona last 14 October:

One of the worst aspects is to explain the difficulties of living on these 
ships, as there is no space for anything, and there are more discomforts 
and problems that anyone could imagine. Nevertheless, there are always 
more candidates than posts available on board a submarine.

Laureano Carbonell Relat
SNR Overseas Corresponding Member, Spain

Figure 9 Isaac Peral alongside the cruiser 
‘Cataluña’, Puerto de Luz, 1917

Figure 10 A lottery ticket for ONCE
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News
A Note of Thanks 

I am most grateful to Topmasts (no. 16, November 2015) and in particular 
to your consulting contributor John Bethell of the Society for Nautical 
Research’s Heritage Craft Committee for the very full and comprehensive 
answer to my query concerning two vessels featured in a recently 
acquired painting. You may recall I reported that the artist Barry Chavez 
of the Atlantic City region of America depicted a square rigger under 
reduced canvass on the starboard tack sailing towards the viewer with an 
unidentified two-master also on the starboard tack (broad reach) to the lee 
of the ship, and slightly ahead. I had never before seen a rig and sail plan 
of the latter vessel . . .

Now that the probable identification of the little ship has been established 
it would be of interest if someone from the Society could show how a 
flambart rigged vessel was handled. How did the crew tack these vessels 
and handle two square sails rigged from a yard hauled forward of both 
masts? What was the pointing ability like? What was the crew size? Were 
there any noted voyages undertaken by these not unattractive little boats? 
Why were they flambart rigged if they were frequently in close proximity 
to larger vessels while undertaking pilot duties that required spells of very 
agile handling indeed? How many were built, what was the timber used 
and were they copper or iron fastened? Were they originally designed for 
fishing and converted at a later stage to be of assistance to coastal merchant 
shipping approaching harbour in the days of sail?

When I approached your Society initially I never for a moment expected 
to receive such a full and detailed response to my query about the type 
of rig of the little two-master. Bethell has evidently gone to considerable 
trouble to research the French ‘flambart’ sail-plan. I am most grateful 
to him for taking the time to do so and indeed to the editorial team of 
Topmasts for bringing this interesting nautical riddle to the attention of its 
readers.

Maurice Withers 
Royal North of Ireland Yacht Club

Royal Cape Yacht Club, Cape Town

Naval War College Museum
The Life Mask of Admiral Lord Nelson

The Naval War College Museum in Newport, Rhode 
Island is one of the few sites in the United States to be 
exhibiting the life mask of Admiral Horatio Lord Nelson 
(1758–1805). The Face of Nelson opened on 4 January 2016 
until 30 September.

The 1798 life mask of Admiral Lord Nelson is on loan from the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy. Britain’s most famous naval hero, Nelson was 
killed by a sharpshooter’s bullet during his decisive victory over France and 
Spain at the battle of Trafalgar in 1805. Already famous for his leadership 
and tactical victories during the Napoleonic Wars and earlier, Nelson’s 
death triggered innumerable paintings, poems, stories, and biographies 
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that enshrined him as an icon in the annals of maritime history.
One of only four known to exist, the mask was made in Naples, Italy, 

shortly after Nelson’s famous victory at the battle of the Nile. It presents 
us with an accurate, three-dimensional image of the face that many artists 
tried but struggled to capture on canvas. ‘So much of the artwork we 
have of Nelson portrays him in an idealized and romanticized light,’ said 
museum curator Rob Doane, ‘which is understandable considering his 
status as one of the most heroic and revered figures in naval history. This 
mask is unique because it humanizes Nelson for current generations.’ 
The Face of Nelson also features a selection of prints and paintings from 
the Naval War College Museum, the Navy Art Collection, the US Naval 
Academy Museum, and the Anne S. K. Brown Military Collection at 
Brown University. Located in the historic Founders Hall built in 1820, the 
museum is open to the public although advance reservations are required. 
For more information, visit www.usnwc.edu/museum.

Windermere National Steam Boat Collection

This is the collection of boats that was 
accepted by the Treasury in lieu of death 
duties as if they were works of art. This 
was a significant first, and now the original 
privately erected museum is to be replaced 
by a state of the art facility.

Windermere Jetty, Museum of Boats, 
Steam and Stories will replace the Winder-
mere Steamboat Museum, which opened 

in 1977. The museum’s collection of boats forms the most important and 
coherent collection of watercraft generic to one particular location in 
existence anywhere in the world. The UK’s National Historic Ships lists 
11 of the boats as nationally pre-eminent and of these, four are members 
of the elite National Historic Fleet. 

The classic Windermere steam launches of the 1890s and 1900s form a 
particularly important part of the collection, known internationally for 
the quality of their design and associations with the great houses around 
Windermere.

Windermere Jetty will be a working destination committed to conserving, 
saving and sharing the collection. A conservation workshop, where visitors 
can watch boat builders and apprentices work on the collection, will be a 
fascinating and ever changing part of the visitor experience. At the heart 
of the museum will be the boathouse where boats will be displayed on the 
water. 

Artist’s impression of the Windermere National 
Steamboat Collection building

http://usnhistory.navylive.dodlive.mil/naval-war-college-museum-reopens-january-4/www.usnwc.edu/museum%20


Topmasts no. 18

26

Windermere Jetty will celebrate life on the lake and actively involve 
visitors in the crafts and traditions that built the boats. The museum will 
offer an inspiring programme for visitors of all ages. A new learning centre 
is central to the development which will also have a café with stunning 
views in the magnificent and unique setting of Windermere.

Martyn Heighton, Director of National Historic Ships UK said 
‘These are inland and Lakeland craft of truly national and international 
significance, as reflected by the investment which the National Heritage 
memorial Fund and Heritage Lottery Fund has made in this Collection. 
The stunning design of the linked buildings are of a scale and style that 
will complement the boats housed in them and give visitors a real sense of 
place. Once open, it is hoped in September 2017, this will be a “must see” 
heritage attraction.’

National Research Guild 
Annual General Meeting, October 2015 

Every autumn members of the Nautical Research Guild 
(NRG) meet at a nautically themed venue or North 
American city with substantial nautical heritage. NRG 
annual meetings in recent years have included visits to such 
diverse venues as the US Naval Academy Museum housing 

the stunning Henry Huddleston Rogers Collection of ship models in 
Annapolis, Maryland; the H. L. Hunley historic submarine restoration 
facility in Charleston, South Carolina; a working river towboat yard near 
Chattanooga, Tennessee; a Mississippi River cruise on the Tom Sawyer; 
the Thomson Collection of Ship Models at the Art Gallery of Ontario 
in Toronto; and a private tour of the seldom-seen western portion of the 
Kriegstein Collection in Northern California. 

Most recently, the Guild gathered last October for its forty-first annual 
meeting at one of American’s premier nautical venues, Mystic Seaport, 
located in Mystic, Connecticut, home port of the recently restored whaler 
Charles W. Morgan. NRG meetings are always a mixture of ship modelling 
seminars from recent authors, ‘how to’ demonstrations by practising 
modellers, reports from the maritime research community, and tours of 
local nautical interest. The Mystic Seaport 2015 annual meeting was no 
different. 

Members were treated to backroom tours of Seaport facilities not 
normally available to the public, including the working preservation yard 
where the Seaport’s floating stock is maintained and restored, an on-
board tour of the Morgan led by the yard master, time to roam through a 
warehoused collection of some 474 donated small craft in the Boat Hall, 
and a guided tour through the cabinets of the Collections Research Center 
containing some 500 fine models, a thousand scrimshaw artefacts, and an 
extensive document and photograph archive approaching 400,000 items. 
Descriptions of many items are available via the Seaport’s website, www.
mysticseaport.org. 

Two days of research seminars and modelling technology presentations 
ranged from hull scanning technology for archeology to CAD and 3-D 
printing for modellers, from Tobago to the Black Sea to Japan, from 
lapstrake hulls to rope-making, and from the seventeenth-century wrecks 

http://www.mysticseaport.org
http://www.mysticseaport.org
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to twenty-first-century restorations. Unique among the presentations was 
Douglas Brooks’s summary of his five stints as volunteer apprentice to 
Japan’s rapidly disappearing master tub boat builders, learning in eastern 
classical master–student style, many of their closely held techniques for 
building watertight lap joints without caulking for edge-fastened hulls 
with no internal structure. Truly an amazing effort to preserve disappearing 
skills. Finally, round-robin modelling ‘how to’ demonstrations on rigging 
tips and tricks, oar making, silkspan sails, rope making, and airbrushing 
made for a well-spent afternoon.

Plans are firming up now for the 2016 meeting at the Maritime Museum 
of San Diego, 6–8 October, and conference structure will follow the 2015 
meeting style with three days of events – tours on Thursday, modelling 
talks and roundtables on Friday, and research seminars on Saturday. 
Complete details, registration, and lodging information are expected this 
May on the NRG website, www.thenrg.org. 

The San Diego museum is unique in that its entire facility floats. Start 
making plans now!

Doug Tolbert
SNR Member

SNR Grant Awards

The Research and Programmes Committee have recently considered 
various applications for grant funding from the Anderson Bequest Fund 
and the Tomlin Fund. They are pleased to announce that the following 
have been successful.

The British Commission for Maritime History has been allocated £250 
to assist with the King’s Maritime History Seminar Programme of lectures 
and £500 for the New Researchers Conference.
The International Postgraduate Port & Maritime History Conference, 
held on 14–15 April 2016 in Glasgow was awarded £300 for various 
conference ‘networking’ events.
The Maritime History North / University of Hull ‘Battle of Jutland 
Conference’, to be held on 11–12 June 2016 was awarded £500 to assist 
their keynote speakers to attend.
Dr Mike Carr, from the University of Edinburgh, was awarded £200 
to attend the Society for the Study of the Crusades and the Latin East 
Conference, to be held in Denmark from 27 June to 1 July 2016, where 
he will be presenting a paper on ‘Turks, Mongols and Plague: Maritime 
crusading in the Aegean and the Black Sea during the fourteenth century’. 
He was awarded a further £300 to assist with his research on ‘Merchant 
Crusaders in the Aegean 1291–1352’.
Renard Gluzman, a PhD student from Tel-Aviv University, was offered 
£500 to continue his research into ‘Private Shipping in Renaissance Venice 
1480–1550’.
Dr Paul Huddie, from the University of West London, has been offered 
£320 to assist with his research into ‘Royal Naval Coast Volunteers and 
Development of the British Naval Reserve’.

http://www.thenrg.org
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The Fenland Lighter Project
History, rivers, sea lanes . . .  

and a suggestion regarding public awareness

In the days of sail there was a long period when an extensive pattern of 
linked sea and river transport played an important role in British domestic 
commerce. There were also international ramifications of several kinds. 
For example, before the coming of the railways, Northampton’s coal was 
traditionally supplied from the mines in the north-east, via the coasting 
trades and the Ouse–Nene Complex; and in the mid-nineteenth century 
the port of Wisbech was a major exporter of wheat. However, there 
seems to be a persistent lack of adequate public awareness regarding these 
matters. This appears remarkable when contrasted with, say, the public’s 
grasp of nineteenth-century ‘railwayfication’, albeit in very general terms.

When considering the North Sea coastline and its many-faceted 
hinterland, various river-systems along English and Scottish shores are 
clearly of interest. But their various and varied histories can sometimes 
appear to be decidedly separate and individual. However, the long track of 
the old-time coasting trade can readily serve as an effective unifier. Indeed, 
a sea-centred approach is most useful when considering the entire pattern 
mentioned in the opening paragraph.

Nevertheless, other possibilities for promoting public awareness exist, 
of course. To judge by the regional response to the FLP column of last 
February (Topmasts 17, 29–30), exploration of associated social problems 
might prove fruitful. Within the Ouse–Nene Complex, for instance, such 
problems sometimes found dramatic expression ranging from unrealistic 
prejudice and bitter law suits to bloody fracas down by the riverside . . .  
potentially quite a draw in terms of stimulating initial interest among the 
wider public.

Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website for more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins hjkjenkins@gmail.com

Jutland Centenary

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the battle of Jutland, the main 
naval engagement of the First World War, in which thousands of sailors 
lost their lives. The anniversary is being marked in countries bordering the 
North Sea. Commemorative events are planned for 31 May 2016 on the 
Orkney Islands, where the Royal Navy’s Grand Fleet was based during 
the First World War.

The battle of Jutland was the most significant naval engagement of the 
war, fought in the North Sea between 31 May and 1 June 1916 near the 
coast of Denmark’s Jutland peninsula. It involved around 250 British and 
German ships and 100,000 sailors, of whom more than 6,000 from the 
Royal Navy and 2,500 from the German fleet lost their lives.

Events to mark the 100th anniversary of the battle will include a service 
at Britain’s most northerly cathedral, St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall, 
Orkney Mainland, and a commemoration at the Royal Navy Cemetery at 
Lyness on the island of Hoy.

www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.html
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There will also be a wreath-laying ceremony at sea on Jutland Bank by 
British and German ships, the laying of commemorative paving stones in 
honour of the four Victoria Cross recipients from the battle of Jutland and 
commemoration of casualties buried in Sweden, Norway and Denmark.

There are too many events to detail in Topmasts, so below is an outline 
of the main events, which are all listed at www.jutland1916.com/events-
planned/. Elsewhere on the website is a host of information and resources 
relating to the centenary. The events include:

The opening to the public of the newly restored HMS Caroline, the 
last survivor of the battle of Jutland, at Alexandra Dock in Belfast. HMS 
Caroline is one of eight C class light cruisers ordered by the Admiralty in 
1914, and is the only ship afloat that took part in the battle of Jutland.

There are to be exhibitions at many museums including:

National Museum of the Royal Navy, Portsmouth
Deutsches Marinemuseum (German Maritime Museum), Wilhelmshaven
Sea War Museum, Thyboren, Denmark
Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton
Hull City Museum
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich. 

Conferences are planed at Southampton, Hull and Greenwich (see 
Conferences section below for some of them).

Not all the events are open to the public, so do visit www.jutland1916.
com for details.

Maritime History North
Affiliated to the Society for Nautical Research 

and the 1805 Club
A Conference: ‘The Battle of Jutland 100 years on’

Saturday afternoon 11 June–Sunday morning 12 June
Blaydes House, University of Hull

The Conference, jointly sponsored by Hull University, Maritime History 
North, the Society for Nautical Research and the Naval Review will explore 
the events leading up to the battle, the battle itself and the outcomes, both 
in the long and short term. The presenters are all eminently distinguished 
in their respective fields. 

On the afternoon of Saturday 11 June Vice Admiral Sir Jeremy Blackham 
KCB, Chairman of the Naval Review will hand over the custody and 
responsibility for their Naval Review collection to Hull University. 

Programme
Keynote address and overview 

Prof. Eric Groves, naval historian, maritime consultant and 
broadcaster

The German perspective of the engagement 
Prof. Michael Epkenhans, Director of Research for the Military 
History Research Office in Potsdam.

http://www.jutland1916.com/events-planned/
http://www.jutland1916.com/events-planned/
http://www.jutland1916.com
http://www.jutland1916.com
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Jutland and its relationship to the Baltic 
Prof. Andrew Lambert, Laughton Professor of Naval History, 
Kings College, London

On his Grandfather Admiral Jellicoe 
Nicholas Jellicoe

Jutland 1916,the archaeology of a Naval Battlefield 
Dr Innes McCartney, nautical archaeologist, broadcaster and TV 
producer

Capital Ship Gunnery at the Battle of Jutland 
Dr John Brooks, naval historian

Origin of the Grand Fleet Dr Chris Buckey

To register please telephone or text Capt. Bob Eddleston on 07774 732285 
between 0830 and 2200 any day. Be sure to leave your name and contact 
details. Registration forms will be posted to you shortly which will provide 
details of payment, accommodation, access to Blaydes House which is 
located close to the City centre, and car parks. 

Conference fee: £35, sponsoring organizations £25, students £15 

Wreath-laying

On 23 May 2016 at 14.15 there will be a wreath laying ceremony in Trafalgar 
Square at which members of the Balfour, Beattie, Dreyer, Jellicoe, Latham 
and Wingfield families will lay wreaths, as well as others. The proceedings 
will start with a number of readings, followed by a minute of silence at 
14.28, the time at which the first shots of the battle were fired.
All interested members will be welcome.
If more details are required, please contact Nicholas Jellicoe njellicoe@
bluewin.ch or James Loudon jloudon@olantigh.fsnet.co.uk

The First World War at Sea, 1914–1919 
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich

3–4 June, 2016

The National Maritime Museum, The British Commission for Military 
History, and The British Commission for Maritime History are jointly 
organizing an international conference on the First World War at sea, to 
be held at Greenwich in June 2016.

While there have recently been a number of conferences and publications 
looking at land-based histories of the First World War, there has been 
relatively little consideration of the war at sea, its significance and its 
broader contexts. This conference seeks to address this lacuna.

The conference, running in three parallel sessions over two days, 
will include papers exploring the Battle of Jutland, its aftermath, and 
consequences; the merchant marines and the war effort; memorialization 
of the war at sea; and many more.

Keynotes will be by Professor Andrew Lambert, King’s College London, 
and Dr Nicholas Rodger, All Souls College, University of Oxford.

Full programme here: http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/
first-world-war-sea

mailto:njellicoe@bluewin.ch
mailto:njellicoe@bluewin.ch
mailto:jloudon@olantigh.fsnet.co.uk
http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/first-world-war-sea
http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/first-world-war-sea
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Jutland 1916 Lecture Series
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich

To accompany the exhibition Jutland 1916: WWI’s Greatest Sea Battle, 
join us for a special Maritime Lecture Series. Lectures are led by historians, 
curators and experts, and will shed further light on the Royal Navy during 
WWI. The lectures are on Thursdays at 11.00 to 12.30 in the Ground floor 
Lecture Theatre £8.00 (£6.00 NMM members) 

19 May The Royal Navy in WWI and the Significance of the Battle 
of Jutland Admiral Lord West (Britain at Sea, Radio 4) discusses the 
significance of the Royal Navy prior to the Battle of Jutland, and how 
the battle did not lead to an expected decisive victory.

26 May Jutland Jack Without a clear-cut victory at Jutland, Britain 
focused on its heroes; particularly working class hero, Jack Cornwall. 
Join Christine Riding, Head of Art and Curator of the Queen’s House, 
as she shares how ‘Jutland Jack’ became a posthumous national hero.

2 June The Battle of Jutland as Seen Through its Shipwrecks Since 
31 May 1916, the Battle of Jutland has become the most written about, 
and the most disputed, battle of naval history. Innes McCartney shares 
how recently discovered shipwrecks from the conflict offer a new way of 
looking at the battle. 

9 June Black Poppies Author and historian Stephen Bourne will talk 
about some of the African and Caribbean Royal and Merchant Navy 
personnel of the First World War. These include Marcus Bailey, who 
served at Jutland and featured on the cover of Bourne’s book Black 
Poppies: Britain’s Black Community and the Great War. Black Poppies 
received the 2015 Southwark Arts Forum Award for Literature.

16 June Film and the War at Sea: Legacies of the First World 
War How did British cinema represent the Battle of Jutland and the 
war at sea during the First World War? Professor Mark Connelly and Dr 
Emma Hanna, University of Kent, share how the silver screen shaped the 
way in which the war was remembered.

23 June Jutland: Heritage of Controversy Jutland 1916: WWI’s 
Greatest Sea Battle exhibition curators Helen Schulte and Andrew 
Choong share their favourite stories and objects from the exhibition.

Jutland Season
This season sees the launch of Jutland 1916: WWI’s Greatest Sea Battle, 
a new gallery at the National Maritime Museum that commemorates the 
battle of Jutland’s 100th anniversary. Jutland was the largest sea battle of 
the First World War, and the exhibition presents the compelling story of 
the ships, technology, strategy and impact of the battle on both the men 
who fought and their families.
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More than Just Jutland
The Royal Navy at War, 1914–1918 

Avenue Campus, Highfield Lane, University of Southampton 
Saturday, 21 May 2016

Spring 2016 sees the centenary of Jutland, the great confrontation between 
the Royal Navy and the Kriegsmarine. Southampton has a special interest 
in the battle, as the birthplace of the Grand Fleet’s commander-in-chief, 
Admiral Jellicoe, too often overshadowed by his more flamboyant 
successor, David Beatty. The latter’s famous remark on 1 June 1916 that 
‘there seems to be something wrong with our bloody ships today’ summed 
up the navy’s immediate disappointment, tempered by longer-term 
satisfaction that Germany’s High Seas Fleet rarely ventured out in to the 
North Sea for the rest of the war. The absence of a much anticipated clear-
cut victory left a lasting impression upon the Senior Service. The study 
day will explore the battle and its legacy, while also considering the Royal 
Navy’s wider contribution to the war effort, often far from home waters. 
That contribution embraced both sea and land, with the Royal Navy also 
making a major contribution to the war in the air. Well before August 1914 
the Admiralty was in the vanguard of technological development, and this 
continued throughout the conflict, whether building bigger dreadnoughts, 
commissioning high performance aircraft, pioneering armoured cars, or 
inventing what became the tank. As with 2015’s study day on Hampshire 
and Gallipoli, Professor Adrian Smith will oversee a range of activities, 
from an insight into the Portsmouth project identifying local lower deck 
sailors to the screening of contemporary film footage, including the epic 
postwar re-creation, The Battles of Coronel and the Falkland Islands. 
Eminent naval historians will explain the significance of Jutland while 
offering an overview of the Royal Navy’s multifaceted role in the ultimate 
victory of the Allies. By the end of the day participants will be fully 
acquainted with why Jutland was so important, while comprehending 
more fully the Royal Navy’s overall experience across the full four years 
of the First World War. 

Programme
9.30–10.00 Registration
10.00–10.15  Welcome and Introduction: Southampton, birthplace of 

Admiral Lord Jellicoe 
Professor Adrian Smith, Emeritus Professor of Modern 
History, University of Southampton 

10.15–11.15  The Royal Navy, 1914–1918 
Dr Duncan Redford, author, defence analyst, and 
Honorary Senior Research Fellow in Modern Naval 
History, University of Portsmouth

11.15–11.30  Coffee

11.30–12.30  Jutland in Context 
Dr M. A. Farquharson-Roberts, National Museum of the 
Royal Navy, Surgeon Rear-Admiral (Rtd)

12.30–1.30 Lunch
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1.30–2.30  The Material Culture of the Royal Navy during the First 
World War’  
Dr Quintin Colville, Curator of Naval History, National 
Maritime Museum

2.30–3.10  Rediscovering Portsmouth’s Very Own Jutland Veterans 
Dr Brad Beaven, Reader in Social and Cultural History, 
University of Portsmouth

3.10–4.00:  Commemorating the War at Sea 
Dr Glyn Prysor, Chief Historian, Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission

4.00–4.15 Tea, and screening of four short propaganda films on the 
Royal Navy at the onset of war.

4.15–4.30 Conclusion, and overview of the day 
Professor Adrian Smith

4.45–5.30 approx. Post-conference screening of the BFI’s 2014 
restoration of The Battles of Coronel and Falkland Islands 
(Walter Summers/British Instructional Films/1927)

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/news/
events/2016/05/21-jutland.page 

Other Conferences

MHE Conference 
East Anglian Maritime Heritage, Past, Present and Future

University Campus Suffolk, Waterfront Building, 
Neptune Quay, Ipswich ip4 1qj  

Saturday, 21 May 2016

This conference is organized by Maritime Heritage East (MHE), which is a 
unique programme running across the east of England working with more 
than 30 museums and heritage organizations, whose goal is to establish 
and develop the position and importance of maritime history, both within 
the region and nationally.

Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service originally created the 
programme with funding from a range of organisations. Today it is funded 
by the members, together with an annual grant from SHARE. It is now 
managed by the members themselves through a management team.

Tickets for the day £15 to include coffee and finger buffet lunch
To obtain a booking form, either email peter@bendall88.fsnet.co.uk or 

write to MHE, 25 Brunswick Road, Ipswich, ip4 4bp 

The full programme was published in Topmasts 17, available on the SNR 
website, or can be found at http://www.maritimeheritageeast.org.uk/news/
mhe-conference-east-anglian-maritime-heritage-past-present-future-saturday-
21st-may-2016-university-campus-suffolk-waterfront-building-neptune-quay-
ipswich-ip4-1qj-booking-form-programme 

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/news/events/2016/05/21-jutland.page
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/news/events/2016/05/21-jutland.page
mailto:peter@bendall88.fsnet.co.uk
http://www.maritimeheritageeast.org.uk/news/mhe-conference-east-anglian-maritime-heritage-past-present-future-saturday-21st-may-2016-university-campus-suffolk-waterfront-building-neptune-quay-ipswich-ip4-1qj-booking-form-programme
http://www.maritimeheritageeast.org.uk/news/mhe-conference-east-anglian-maritime-heritage-past-present-future-saturday-21st-may-2016-university-campus-suffolk-waterfront-building-neptune-quay-ipswich-ip4-1qj-booking-form-programme
http://www.maritimeheritageeast.org.uk/news/mhe-conference-east-anglian-maritime-heritage-past-present-future-saturday-21st-may-2016-university-campus-suffolk-waterfront-building-neptune-quay-ipswich-ip4-1qj-booking-form-programme
http://www.maritimeheritageeast.org.uk/news/mhe-conference-east-anglian-maritime-heritage-past-present-future-saturday-21st-may-2016-university-campus-suffolk-waterfront-building-neptune-quay-ipswich-ip4-1qj-booking-form-programme
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7th International Industrial Heritage Conference
Sea Torpedo History and Heritage 

Rijeka, Croatia, 19–21 May, 2016

This year Rijeka (Fiume) celebrates of the 150th anniversary of the 
first successful launching of the Luppis–Whitehead torpedo, to be 
commemorated with an international scientific and professional conference. 
At the time of the launching of the first torpedo it was a sophisticated 
battle system – an underwater missile and one of the greatest technical 
achievements of the second half of the nineteenth century.

The torpedo, which was invented by Giovanni Biagio Lupis and Robert 
Whitehead, was produced in Rijeka and was successfully launched in 1866. 
The first torpedo contained a number of new technologies, including 
gyroscopes, compressed air technologies and pneumatic drive.

Topics for discussion at the conference include:
• Torpedo technology heritage as part of world industrial heritage
• Scientific and technological basis of the torpedo
• The Whitehead Fish-Torpedo and its development
• Development of different torpedo systems
• Effects on Sea Warfare

For more details go to http://www.torpedo150rijeka.org 

Third Symposium of the 
International Society for the History of the Map (ISHMap)

Encounters and Translations: 
Mapping and Writing the Waters of the World 

Library of Portugal, Lisbon
3 and 4 June 2016

The Third ISHMap symposium will be held at the National Library 
of Portugal in Lisbon, Auditório BNP. The organizing committee is 
composed of ISHMap, in collaboration with the Centro Interuniversitario 
das Ciencias e da Tecnologia (CIUHCT, University of Lisbon) and the 
Biblioteca National de Portugal (BNP). 

The symposium is open to all interested in the subject and will 
particularly give junior academics the opportunity to present their work 
in map history to the wider community. ISHMap is the first and only 
international academic society whose objectives are to advance the study 
of the history of maps in all societies and over all periods of time. 

For details of the programme and registration please see: http://ishm.
elte.hu/?q=meetings 

http://www.torpedo150rijeka.org
http://ishm.elte.hu/?q=meetings
http://ishm.elte.hu/?q=meetings
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Naval Arsenals (about 1600–about 2000) 
University Bordeaux Montaigne, France

19–22 October 2016

This is an international conference organized by the IUF and CEMMC  
within the framework of the research programme ‘Urban models, models 
of urbanity, sixteenth–twentieth centuries’

Historians have been conscious of the major importance of arsenals 
and for some time now have been interested in these establishments, for 
to study the arsenal is to understand the preparation made for war. This 
covers economic, social, financial, technological, industrial, geographical, 
strategic and maritime history. Naval arsenals will be considered under 
these topics:

• The navy arsenal, between war and peace
• The navy arsenal at the heart of the state apparatus?
• Financing and supplying the arsenals
• The arsenal, a world apart?

http://calenda.org/350398 

Calls for Papers
Historic Ships 2016 

RINA HQ, 8–9 Northumberland Street, London, wc2n 5da 
7–8 December 2016

From the trader junks of China to the battleships of the Second World 
War, historic ships are an important link to our seafaring past. As the skills 
and techniques used to construct and operate our historic ships fade out 
of living memory, now is an important time to highlight the struggles of 
researchers, enthusiasts and engineers as they preserve and restore our 
maritime heritage.

RINA’s Historic Ships conference returns for a fifth instalment that will 
not only focus on the restoration and preservation of historic vessels, but 
also the research and investigation into the engineering and efficiency of 
historic designs through modern naval architecture techniques.

Papers are invited from naval architects, academics, and enthusiasts on 
all related topics, including:

• Analysis of historic designs, including investigations into their 
hydrodynamic efficiency and structural design

• Research into historic shipbuilding and sailing techniques
• Restoration and preservation
• Maintenance of craft skills and training
• Replicas and their concession to the modern world
• Recent archaeological discoveries

Authors of selected papers will be invited to submit their paper for 
publication in the International Journal of Maritime Engineering.

For details of the call for papers, programme brochure and registration:
http://www.rina.org.uk/hres/HISTORIC%202016%20cfp.pdf 

http://calenda.org/350398
http://www.rina.org.uk/hres/HISTORIC%202016%20cfp.pdf
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Society and the Sea
Greenwich Maritime Centre, University of Greenwich 

Old Royal Naval College, Park Row, Greenwich, London, 
15–16 September 2016

The sea plays a crucial role in our lives in many ways and is rarely out of the 
news. Reports ranging from migrants, plastic pollution, overfishing and 
climate change dominate the headlines. Understanding and solving these 
issues requires input from a wide diversity of stakeholders and expertise.

The conference aims to bring together an interdisciplinary array of 
researchers, practitioners, policy and decision makers to explore oceans as 
a cross-cutting issue for society and sustainable development.

Established as a bi-annual event, this first meeting hosted by the 
Greenwich Maritime Centre is about agenda setting with an emphasis 
on knowledge exchange, networking and establishing future research 
priorities for understanding the connections between people and the sea. 

The conference will address the themes below, although we welcome 
we also welcome papers that do not fit nearly into these categories. If you 
are interesting in organizing a session please contact us.

• Blue Economy
• Heritage and the Arts
• Conservation and Environmental Change
• Governance and Security
• Human Health and Wellbeing 

For full details of the call for papers and registration, please go to: www.
gre.ac.uk/society-and-the-sea 

Lectures
Greenwich Maritime Research Seminars

All seminars will be held between 16.00 and 17.00, and will be followed 
by refreshments. Members of the museum, adult learners, independent 
researchers, academic and university students are welcome to attend the 
seminars. If you would like to receive a hard copy of the programme 
please contact the Research Administrator on 020 8312 6716 or research@
rmg.co.uk 

25 May 2016, University of Greenwich, Queen Anne Building, Room 
QA065 ‘Mag. & Met.’: the origins and early years of the Magnetic 
and Meteorological Department at Greenwich Observatory  Lee 
Macdonald, Sackler Short-term Research Fellow, NMM 

 Founded in the late 1830s and early 1840s, the Magnetic and Meteoro-
logical Department at Greenwich quickly assumed great scientific 
importance and gained much publicity in mid- Victorian Britain. Yet 
little has been written as to how and why research into geomagnetism 
and meteorology began at Greenwich. This paper will use archival 
evidence and objects in the NMM collections to investigate the origins 
of the ‘Mag. & Met.’ department in the scientific and political context of 
the 1830s and 1840s. 

http://www.gre.ac.uk/society-and-the-sea
http://www.gre.ac.uk/society-and-the-sea
mailto:research@rmg.co.uk
mailto:research@rmg.co.uk
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22 June 2016, NMM, Seminar Room ‘. . . to assist the Unfortunate’: the 
Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners’ Royal Benevolent Society and the 
Royal Navy, 1839–1914 Dr Cathryn Pearce, University of Greenwich 

 In 1839 the Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners’ Benevolent Society 
was founded to assist the shipwrecked, and the men and widows of the 
merchant marine. However, the charity could not have been established, 
much less survived and prospered, without the participation of Royal 
Naval officers. Who were these men, and how were they pivotal to the 
charity’s raison d’être as a lifesaving, nationwide institution, with agents 
in most coastal districts of the UK? 

27 July 2016, University of Greenwich, Queen Anne Building, Room 
QA065 Constructing the Thames waterman in the late eighteenth 
century Hannah Stockton, Collaborative Doctoral Student, NMM 

 Popular culture of eighteenth-century London, from ballads to 
engravings, presented opposing images of watermen: from the ‘jolly 
young waterman’ of Dibdin’s The Waterman ballad-opera, to the 
grotesque examples in Rowlandson’s Miseries of London. This paper 
will place these contrasting perceptions alongside more complex realities 
of watermen’s lives, exploring the ways in which they themselves 
understood their relationship with the river and the wider communities 
constructed around it. 

24 August 2016, National Maritime Museum, Seminar Room Under—
standing the cultural ecosystem services derived from small-scale fisheries 
through sense of place  Dr Tim Acott, University of Greenwich, and 
Dr Julie Urquhart, Imperial College London 

 There is increasing interest in using an ecosystem- services approach 
for fisheries management but understanding cultural services is 
problematic. There are complex relationships between small- scale 
fishing and subsequent expressions of place identity, place memory, 
cultural heritage and sense of place. This presentation draws on the 
work of two INTERREG 4a projects to illustrate the potential for a 
sense-of- place approach within an ecosystem-services framework. 

28 September 2016, (Venue TBC) Beyond slavery: the Royal Navy, 
legitimate trade and Imperial encounters on the West Coast of Africa, 
c.1820–1900 Julia Binter, Collaborative Doctoral Student, NMM   

 Much has been written about the Royal Navy and its fight to eradicate 
the transatlantic slave trade on the West African coast. However, the 
Navy played a far more diverse role in forging British-West African 
relations in the nineteenth century. Logbooks, diaries, surveys and items 
of material culture held at the NMM shed new light on these diplomatic, 
commercial and military roles, and give intimate insights into the life of 
the coast. 

National Maritime Museum of Ireland 

All the following lectures are held at the National Maritime Museum of 
Ireland, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, on Thursdays, starting at 7:30 p.m.
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12 May 2016 Working Conditions of Seamen in 1916
 David Snook is best known for his research on the CR10 Merchant 

Seaman’s Identity Cards introduced in the latter stages of World War 
One in 1918. His research has given him a unique insight into the 
working conditions at sea in this era.

19 May 2016 Conor O’Brien, KELPIE and the 1914 Gun Running
 Judith Hall is the author of In Search of Islands, the Life of Conor 

O’Brien, whose yacht Kelpie took part in the gun-running for the Irish 
Volunteers along with Erskine Childers Asgard in 1914. 

26 May 2016 Kingstown: A divided seafaring town
 Tom Conlon who will shortly publish a book on the social conditions 

of the residents of the ‘Courts’ in Kingstown will explore the prevailing 
social divisions between ordinary seamen and seagoing officers in Dun 
Laoghaire in 1916. 

9 June 2016 Dr John de Courcy Ireland: A tribute to a maritime 
 historian
 John Ellis, a pupil and close friend of Dr John de Courcy Ireland, will 

pay tribute to this noted maritime historian whose seminal work on 
the maritime aspects of the Easter Rising opened up this hitherto little 
researched field for future historians. 

http://www.mariner.ie/1916-lecture-programme/ 

National Maritime Museum

Maritime History and Culture Seminars 2016
The annual series of seminars, convened by the National Maritime Museum 
and held at the Institute of Historical Research, aims to disseminate new 
research in British maritime history.

24 May 2016 A global history of penal colonies Clare Anderson, 
University of Leicester

7 June 2016 Scurvy and the Irish in early Australia Jonathan Lamb, 
Vanderbilt University

21 June 2016 Curating an ocean of things: the challenge of public object-
centred histories of the Indian Ocean J. D. Hill and Sarah Longair, 
British Museum

Convenors Katy Barrett, James Davey, Louise Devoy, Lizelle de Jager 
and Nigel Rigby.

Location The Institute of Historical Research, University of London, 
Senate House, London WC1E 7HU. All seminars begin at 17.15 at the 
Institute of Historical Research in Wolfson Room I. Each paper lasts 
approximately 45 minutes, followed by 15–30 minutes of questions. 
There is no charge for these seminars and no need to book. 

http://www.mariner.ie/events/working-conditions-of-seamen-in-1916/
http://www.mariner.ie/events/conor-obrien-kelpie-and-the-1914-gun-running/
http://www.mariner.ie/events/kingstown-a-divided-seafaring-town/
http://www.mariner.ie/events/dr-john-de-courcy-ireland-a-tribute-to-a-maritime-historian/
http://www.mariner.ie/events/dr-john-de-courcy-ireland-a-tribute-to-a-maritime-historian/
http://www.mariner.ie/1916-lecture-programme/
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Further information and full abstracts
Research Department Executive, National Maritime Museum, Royal 
Museums Greenwich, London SE10 9NF
email research@rmg.co.uk

All information is correct at the time of print but may be subject to 
change

Books by Members

Tim Beattie British Privateering Voyages of the Early 
Eighteenth Century Boydell Press, 19 Feb. 2015, 250 pp., 
isbn 9781783270200

The three great privateering expeditions into the South 
Sea, which set out, respectively, in 1703, led by William 
Dampier, in 1708, led by Woodes Rogers, and in 1719, 
led by George Shelvocke, were costly and ambitious long 
distance voyages, carrying great risk for their investors 
but promising great reward. This book tells the story of 
the voyages and their impact. It argues that, far from being 
anachronistic activities more in keeping with an earlier age, 

as some scholars have asserted, the voyages were significant events and 
had a huge impact - on politicians, influencing future maritime and naval 
strategy; on investors, swelling enthusiasm for the South Sea Company 
which ended in the disastrous Bubble; and in literature, where the narratives 
of the voyages became an important source for some of the greatest 
literature of the period, including Robinson Crusoe, Gulliver’s Travels 
and The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. The book provides a great deal of 
original detail about the voyages, including the difficulties of undertaking 
such lengthy expeditions, unrest among the crews, and financial details of 
investments and returns – and losses. Tim Beattie completed his doctorate 
at the University of Exeter.

Innes McCartney Jutland 1916: The archaeology of a 
naval battlefield Conway, 19 May 2016, 272 pp., isbn 
9781844864164
The battle of Jutland was the largest naval battle and the 
only full-scale clash of battleships in the First World War. 
For years the myriad factors contributing to the loss of 
many of the ships remained a mystery, subject only to 
speculation and theory. In this book, marine archaeologist 
and historian Dr Innes McCartney reveals for the first time 
what became of the warships that vanished on the night of 

31 May 1916, examining the circumstances behind the loss of each ship and 
reconciling what was known in 1916 to what the archaeology is revealing 
today. The knowledge of what was present was transformed in 2015 by a 
groundbreaking survey using the modern technology of multi-beam. This 
greatly assisted in unravelling the details behind several Jutland enigmas, 
not least the devastating explosions which claimed five major British 
warships, the details of the wrecks of the 13 destroyers lost in the battle 

mailto:research@rmg.co.uk
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and the German warships scuttled during the night phase. This is the first 
book to identify the locations of many of the wrecks, and, scandalously, 
how more than half of these sites have been illegally plundered for salvage, 
despite their status as war graves. An essential and revelatory read for 
anyone interested in naval history and marine archaeology.

Nicholas Jellicoe Jutland the Unfinished Battle Seaforth 
Publishing, 30 Mar. 2016, 352 pp., isbn 9781848323216
One hundred years after Jutland, the first and largest 
engagement of Dreadnoughts in the twentieth century, 
historians are still fighting this controversial and 
misunderstood battle. What was in fact a strategic victory 
stands out starkly against the background of bitter public 
disappointment in the Royal Navy and decades of divisive 
acrimony and very public infighting between the camps 
supporting the two most senior commanders, Jellicoe and 
Beatty. This book not only re-tells the story of the battle 

from both a British and German perspective based on the latest research, 
but it also helps clarify the context of Germany’s inevitable naval clash. It 
then traces the bitter dispute that ensued in the years after the smoke of war 
had cleared right up to his death in 1935, Admiral Jellicoe was embroiled in 
what became known as the Jutland Controversy. Nick Jellicoe is uniquely 
placed to tell the story of Jutland. His naval connections are strong: his 
father, the second Earl served as First Lord of the Admiralty while his 
grandfather, Sir John Jellicoe commanded the Grand Fleet for the first two 
years on the war, from 1914 to 1916 famously described by Churchill as 
being the only man who could have lost the war in an afternoon.
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University Courses
University of Exeter

MA and PhD courses in maritime historical studies 

The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies is the oldest established centre 
for this specialism in a British university. The centre seeks to promote 
research into economic, social, political, naval and environmental aspects 
of the British maritime past from the earliest times to the present day. The 
centre holds termly research seminars (in conjunction with the Society for 
Nautical Research), an annual international Maritime History Conference 
and a twice-yearly Strategic Policy Studies Group symposium (with 
associated publication). 
https://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/postgraduate/masters/ and 
https://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/postgraduate/phd/

University of Hull

BA History with Maritime History; MA and PhD
Maritime history is the study of humankind’s relationship with the seas and 
oceans. It is a sub-discipline of ‘History’ and cannot survive intellectually 
or philosophically without it. Since humans are terrestrial, the history of 
their encounters with the sea is implicitly an extension of the history of 
lands and their peoples The Department of History offers the BA History 
with Maritime History in the field of maritime historical studies. Maritime 
history modules are also offered to students registered on the History 
Department’s MA programmes, while supervision is available for those 
seeking to undertake a PhD.

For more information see:
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistoricalstudiesce.aspx

 
Portsmouth University

MA Naval History one year full time or two years part time 
 distance learning

What was the Royal Navy’s role in British history, and that of its 
empire?  Why did Nelson become such a hero and how was he 
depicted? Through a unique partnership with the National Museum of the 
Royal Navy, this programme explores these questions in the context of 
400 years of naval history. You will examine the importance of the Royal 
Navy to British and global history, while engaging with the life of the 
ordinary sailor in peace and war, the cult of the naval hero, and the navy – 
and its sailors – in popular culture. To do so, you will draw on a range of 
naval experts, curators, and primary sources, including the rich collections 
of Portsmouth’s naval museums. The flexible distance format allows you 
to learn from leading naval experts as well as the latest scholarship and 
debates in the field. For full details see:
http://www.port.ac.uk/courses/history-politics-and-social-studies/ma-
naval-history/

https://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/postgraduate/masters/
https://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/postgraduate/phd/
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/ug/2014-courses/history-maritime.aspx
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/ug/2014-courses/history-maritime.aspx
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/pg/2012-postgraduate-courses/arts-humanities/history.aspx
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/pg/2012-postgraduate-courses/arts-humanities/history.aspx
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistoricalstudiesce.aspx
http://www.port.ac.uk/courses/history-politics-and-social-studies/ma-naval-history/
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University of Malta

MA Global Maritime Archaeology

In October 2016, the University of Malta will be offering a new international 
master’s programme in Global Maritime Archaeology. This 13-month 
intensive course is being offered in collaboration with the University of 
Western Australia and Western Australian Museum.

This MA in Global Maritime Archaeology is intended to expose students 
to a broad range of facets that fall within this discipline. Students will be 
able to start and develop their careers in the field of archaeology with 
special emphasis on the maritime and underwater sub-disciplines of the 
subject. Furthermore, students may use the skill garnered from this robust 
course to pursue careers that are not related to archaeology. Skills-sets 
acquired throughout the one year duration of this programme are multi-
dimensional, flexible and most importantly, desirable to stakeholders and 
employers.

We would like to announce that we are offering a scholarship for the 
coming academic year. For further information see:

http://www.um.edu.mt/icp/ma-marine-archaeology

New Members and Reported Deaths
1 January – 31 March 2016

New Members
Joanna Cross, Malatya, Turkey   
Rolf Aberle, Bayern, Germany  
Paul Croft, Lincoln 
Timmy Gambin, Msida, Malta  
Martin Cole, Charente, France   
David Wondrich, New York, USA  
Mark Hamilton, Virginia, USA      
Will Carson, Bournemouth, Dorset   
Alex Murray, Sheffield, Yorkshire    
Lincoln Rollinson, Wakefield, Yorkshire       
Roger Hennessey, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire     
Andrew Patterson, Goodwick, Pembrokeshire     
Katherine Hicks-Pattison, Chatham, 
Joshua Ivinson, Cambridge    
Stephen Timms, Lyndhurst, Hampshire    
Daniel Miller, California, USA   
Daniel Bishop, Alabama, USA     
Timothy Pridham, Chesham, Buckinghamshire
Nicholas Ball, Greenwich, London
Michael Lobb, Chichester, West Sussex
Harold Ford, Georgia, USA
Simon Davidson, Newbury, Berkshire
Michael Wynd, Auckland, New Zealand
James Walters, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire
Bjorn Aannestad, Texas, USA

http://www.um.edu.mt/icp/ma-marine-archaeology
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Martin Bibbings, Felixstowe, Suffolk
Michael Bradbury, Dartmouth, Devon
Simon Harrison, Chesterfield, Derbyshire
Daniel Pascoe, Southampton, Hampshire
Terry Calcott, Plymouth, Devon
Julian Stockwin, Faversham, Kent
Brian Goggin, Limerick, Ireland
Cori Convertito, Florida, USA
David Bondi, New South Wales, Australia
Chris Elmers, Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey
Michael Williams, Gosport, Hampshire
Edith Bounin-Knight, Cuneo, Italy
Richard Stopforth, Crosby, Liverpool
Donna Livingstone, Alberta, Canada
Andrew Livsey, Winchester, Hampshire
Andrew Black, Witham, Essex
Jonathan Carrigan, Petersfield, Hampshire
Mark Taylor, Bognor Regis, West Sussex.
 
Students
James Greenleaf, Plymouth, Devon
David Lester, Bishops Waltham, Hampshire
James Edinboro, Sidcup, Kent
Alexander Cheng, California, USA
Robin Fixter, Bridge of Allan, Stirling
Hazel Harrison, Arbroath, Angus
Tom Godwin, Nuneaton, Warwickshire
Elijah Moloney, New Jersey, USA
Elmeri Autio, Helsinki, Finland
Bernd Lehmann, Baden Württemberg, Germany
Lauren Isles, Lewisham, London
Mike Whelan, Leeds, Yorkshire
Edern Olivier-Jegat, Morbihan, France
Christopher Jenkins, Newent, Gloucestershire
Judy Stephenson, Lambeth, London
Joanna Laaksonen, Oost-Viaanderen, Belgium
Glenn Price, Uttoxeter, Staffordshire
James Smith, Plymouth, Devon

Reported Deaths
Mr M. L. Baumber, Keighley, Yorkshire
Mr V. A. White, Taunton, Somerset
Rear-Admiral P. G. V. Dingemans, Lindfield, West Sussex
Mr I. Morton, Liverpool, Lancashire
Mr. J. H. Sephton, Maidstone, Kent
Mr D. Fletcher , Torpoint, Cornwall
Master Mariner M. V. Meardon, Portsmouth, Hampshire
Dr I. S. Watt, Estcourt, South Africa
Mr L. H. Bennett, California, USA
Mr J. Irwin, Headle, Hampshire


	Chairman’s Column
	Editor’s Notes
	First World War Centenary
	The Story of the Beetles
	The Story of LV 50, a Surviving Wooden Light Vessel

	Trinder’s Telegraph
	The University of Greenwich launches the new Greenwich Maritime Centre
	An Extract from ‘The Argus’, Melbourne
	Difficult Rivers and ‘Exploring’ Rowboats
	The First Centenary of the Submarine
in the Spanish Navy
	Laureano Carbonell Relat

	News
	A Note of Thanks 
	Maurice Withers 
	Royal North of Ireland Yacht Club
	Royal Cape Yacht Club, Cape Town

	Naval War College Museum
	The Life Mask of Admiral Lord Nelson
	Windermere National Steam Boat Collection
	National Research Guild
Annual General Meeting, October 2015 

	SNR Grant Awards
	The Fenland Lighter Project
	History, rivers, sea lanes . . . 
and a suggestion regarding public awareness
	H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk


	Jutland Centenary
	Other Conferences
	Calls for Papers
	Lectures
	Books by Members
	University Courses
	New Members and Reported Deaths

