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Chairman’s Column
Royal Navy First World War Lives at Sea Project

The Society is supporting an information resource project, ‘The WW1 
Royal Naval Lives at Sea’, being undertaken by the National Archives. The 
project team is being led by Bruno Pappalardo of The National Archives, 
and the project is being funded by the National Archives, The National 
Maritime Museum, The Friends of the National Archives and the Society 
for Nautical Research. 

The National Archives, The National Maritime Museum and the Crew 
List Index Project team – building on their successful collaboration with 
the Merchant Navy 1915 Crew List Index project – have joined together 
again with the help of a team of ‘virtual’ volunteers from all over the world 
to create a free to search database relating to all the Royal Navy officers 
and ratings that served in the First World War based principally on service 
records held by The National Archives.

The resultant database website will be a unique resource marking and 
commemorating the Royal Navy’s contribution to the First World War 
effort through the lives of those officers and ratings who served. The 
database aims to aid, facilitate and promote a wide and diverse variety of 
research both at the personal family level, and for academic researchers 
looking into the composition and operations of the Royal Navy during 
the First World War. Research using the database could be specifically 
in relation to individual officers and ratings through their personal and 
service histories, or wider studies such as, where men were recruited 
from and from which trades, and to enable the creation of crew lists for 
ships and submarines for given dates. Such lists do not survive for the 
First World War and so for the first time researchers will be able to place 
officers and ratings in naval battles of the war. In addition the information 
derived from the database can be used, through links on the website, as 
a platform for accessing other Royal Navy records including ships’ logs 
(ADM 53), ships’ photographs (ADM 176) and wider naval First World 
War operational records in (ADM 1, ADM 116, ADM 137) all at The 
National Archives, and First World War logs and journals (JOD), ship 
plans (SP) and photographs (HP) held by the National Maritime Museum.

The database, which is scheduled for completion in November 2018, 
aims to provide personal and service details for every officer and rating 
who served in the First World War including:

• Name
• Date of birth
• Next of kin
• Service number
• Town/city of birth
• County of birth
• Country of birth
• Occupation
• Name of every ship/submarine/shore establishment served in 

(including from and to dates)
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• Rank or rating held on every ship/submarine/shore establishment 
served in

• Which battle served in during the First World War
• Cause and date of discharge
• Where buried and commemorated
• Medals awarded

The database website resource is now live at www.royalnavyrecordsww1.
rmg.co.uk/ with just over 3,500 service records currently searchable out 
of an estimated 400,000 to 500,000 officer/rating histories. The project 
will establish for the first time an authoritative figure for the number of 
sailors involved in the First World War. As the project progresses towards 
November 2018 there will be periodic uploads of data as this information is 
transcribed and checked. RNR and other ancillary forces are currently not 
included but the project will generate its own momentum, and extensions 
could later be made to incorporate all naval personnel.

The Royal Navy First World War Lives at Sea project team is relying 
on a considerable number of ‘virtual’ volunteers from around the world to 
populate the database from original documents. To date more than 50 SNR 
members have become involved to help with the transcribing of records. 
Any additional members who are interested and would like to become 
involved will be warmly welcomed by the project team. For further 
information, either scroll down through the website where there is a link 
which will allow the registration of an interest, or contact: - crewlists@
nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk 

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s Notes

This has been a very busy quarter, with the battle of Jutland commemorated 
all around the North Sea, many conferences, the Society’s Annual General 
Meeting and award of the Victory Medal, and very sadly, the death of two 
highly respected members. As always I must thank all the contributors 
to this edition, who have again helped me to assemble what I hope is a 
Topmasts that will have something for all our readers. Once again, I must 
apologize to those whose contributions have either been significantly 
edited or delayed until the November edition. August was the biggest 
squeeze on space since I took over.

At the April Publications Committee we discussed how to manage the 
greatly increased volume of contributions to Topmasts, and I have started 
in this edition to reflect the decisions that we made. It was felt that priority 
for space should be given to news and articles, and that perhaps, while it 
is very important to keep members informed of up-coming conferences, 
lectures and events, this should take less space and rely more heavily on 
links and contacts to the organizers. It was also suggested that an assistant 
editor be appointed, so that there is someone else who knows how Topmasts 
is put together. I am pleased to say that Bob Smith has volunteered for the 
role and has worked hard with me to edit, proofread and put this edition 
together. Bob has been a member of SNR for five years and has a lifelong 
interest in maritime history.

http://www.royalnavyrecordsww1.rmg.co.uk/
http://www.royalnavyrecordsww1.rmg.co.uk/
mailto:crewlists@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:crewlists@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
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Members will remember the ‘Call for Help’ that was sent to all SNR 
members in November 2015. Among many of the comments received by 
Alastair Roach, Secretary of the Research and Programmes Committee, 
was that some topics are barely represented, if at all, by The Mariner’s 
Mirror and Topmasts. The list included the following:

• History of pre-Second World War British submarines and 
submariners.

• Wars in the Baltic.
• The Royal Navy in the Russian Civil Wars, and wars in South 

America.
• Shipbuilding and repairs in the Second World War.
• Travels in the oceans during prehistoric and ancient times.
• Comparison of efficiency between naval and private shipyards.
• Eighteenth-century naval gunnery
• Eleventh–thirteenth-century craft.
• Maritime archaeology: ships, ancient harbours, ports and finds 

(although perhaps this could be left to the Nautical Archaeology 
Society? see www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org)

As an editor and not an author, I can only appeal to members and others 
to consider writing an article on any of these topics – there must be many 
of you with expertise in one or more of these subjects, and if you are 
considering ‘picking up your pen’ on one of these or any other subjects, 
please do contact me for guidance on what we look for in a Topmasts 
article. The requirements are minimal! 

This edition covers the usual eclectic range of subjects, including articles 
on: LST 200, written by Tim Parr before his death, as a follow-up to his 
earlier article on LSTs; a Japanese cargo vessel torpedoed off Ireland in 
1918; the flying of a swastika by British Ships; the story of the SS Yavari 
by the 2016 Victory Medal winner; and a new ‘take’ on the wreck of the 
Herzogin Cecilie; we also have many more news items than usual. Please 
keep them coming in! 

We have been familiar with the Fenland Lighter Project for many years, 
and can now meet ‘HJ’ in person when he gives a talk in Wisbech on 2 
November – just one of the many lectures and talks listed in this edition. 
We also have two questions seeking to tap into the huge pool of expertise 
held by SNR Members, and while I welcome them, please remember that 
SNR’s website Forum draws from the same pool of expertise, and that you 
will probably receive an answer far sooner.

Nigel Blanchford 
topmasts@snr.org.uk

http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org
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Landing Ship Tank (LST) 200
From the diary of CPO Jan Channell

Further to my article on the 
conception of the LST in Topmasts 
16, the diary of a friend of mine, Jan 
Channell, gives a fascinating picture 
of the incredible service that the LST 
rendered in the Second World War. 
One of Jan’s ancestors, Pike Channell, 
was the master of the frigate Amazon, 
which took Nelson out three times to 
survey and buoy the way through the 
shoals into Copenhagen before the 
battle of Copenhagen. Jan, who was 
a chief petty officer, was the cox’n of 

LST 200 for most of its service in the Royal Navy. He gave me a copy of 
his diary, which gives the basic outline of what she did in Sicily and Italy, 
and a more detailed account of her part in the Normandy landings and the 
advance through Europe, up to the end of March 1945.

LST 200 was an LST Mark 2, 100 metres long with a beam of 15.25 
metres, and a maximum speed of 11.5 knots, with locomotive type diesel 
engines. Her empty displacement was about 1,600 tons, and she could 
carry 2,100 tons of cargo, with 50 tanks on the lower or tank deck, and 
up to 45 fully loaded big American trucks on the upper deck. Their crews 
often called them ‘Large Slow Targets’!

Jan went across the Atlantic to America as part of the crew to take over 
LST 200, which had been assembled and welded together by the Chicago 
Bridge and Iron Company, in four days! She was launched on 20 February 
1943, and commissioned into the Royal Navy on 29 February, as part of 
the 8th LST Flotilla with Lieutenant Commander J. Barnie RNR as her 
captain.

She was sailed across the Atlantic, with her bow doors welded up for 
safety, to Greenock. There she loaded part of a Canadian tank regiment, 
and sailed to the Mediterranean for the Sicily landings. She landed at 
Syracuse on D-Day 10 July 1943, and survived a German dive-bombing 
attack by Junkers JU 87s. After the initial landing she shuttled between 
Sicily, Italy itself and the North African ports of Sousse, Bizerte, (see 
photograph of LST loading in Bizerte in the article on LST in Topmasts 16) 
Sfax and Tripoli, carrying reinforcements for the Eighth Army to Regio, 
Salerno and Anzio. She also carried wounded and Italian prisoners of war 
to Valetta in Malta and Sousse.

In April 1944 LST 200 came back to Harwich for repairs and maintenance, 
and on 2 June, she loaded a mixture of British road construction engineers, 
an REME tank workshop, and an American artillery headquarters, a total 
of 21 officers, 220 other ranks, and 67 vehicles, many of which had to be 
reversed on board. They sailed for the Solent, where they joined the rest 
of the flotilla, and after an hour at anchor they received their orders and 
sailed for France arriving off Juno beach at 0700, where they waited until 
1100. Finally they were ordered by the beach master to beach and unload, 

LST 237 on the Normandy beach
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under slight aircraft activity, and some interference from a few shells from 
behind the beach. As Jan put it, ‘Not too bad! 

Having unloaded she got off and sailed back to Southampton, where 
she loaded 50 officers, 226 other ranks and 63 vehicles including the 8th 
Company headquarters of the Guards Armoured Division, signals and 
general transport, all of which she landed on 13 June on the beach inside 
Mulberry, the artificial harbour constructed on the Normandy beaches by 
the allies. Jan noted that work had just been started on the LST pierhead, 
which was referred to and illustrated in Topmasts 16.

LST 200’s third Channel crossing was from London to Mulberry with 
another mixed load including only 6 officers, 226 other ranks and 63 
vehicles. This was landed on the 17 June, just two days before the gale, 
which Jan noted did a fair amount of repairable damage to our Mulberry. 
Unfortunately, it did so much more damage to the American Mulberry, 
which was not protected by the Calvados Reef, as ours was, that it was 
abandoned and its useable components were used to repair our Mulberry 
at Arromanches.

After the gale had died down their fourth crossing was from Tilbury to 
land on the now complete LST Pier head in Mulberry, on 26 June. Their 
load was the headquarters of the 53rd Division 170 Tank Brigade, and an 
RASC company including 13 officers, 194 other ranks, 62 motor transports 
and 12 motorcycles. They were back again only three days later with a 
complete load of Guards Armoured Division headquarters, including 
Royal Artillery, REME, RASC, and 67 motor transport units. On this trip 
she suffered damage from a mine, and went back to Portsmouth for repairs.

The damage must have been fairly bad, or the dockyard was overloaded 
and the docks fully booked, as she was out of service for two months, and I 
expect the crew had a chance of some leave! Eventually on 5 September she 
was back on the LST pierhead with Pioneer Corps and an RAF transport 
column, comprising 4 officers, 179 other ranks, 51 motor transport units 
and 4 motorcycles. This time, having unloaded, she loaded 25 officers, 221 
other ranks, and 86 Motor Transport Unit of the 6th Airborne Division, 
who had captured Pegasus and Ranville Bridges on D-Day, and were 
going back to prepare for Arnhem. She also loaded 2 LCVPs (landing 
craft, vehicle, personnel) and 2 officers and 14 other ranks of 862 LCVP 
Flotilla, and brought them back to Portsmouth. This was the first time she 
had a return load. 

Two days later, after loading 85 Group Command Squad, Special Forces 
HQ at Portsmouth, she landed them on the LST pierhead on 8 September, 
and then took on board 810 German prisoners of war, with escorts, and 
landed them at Southampton the next day. Her next trip was from Stokes 
Bay, between Southampton and Portsmouth, with a mixture of Royal 
Artillery, RASC and an RAF M/T salvage party, a total of 3 officers, 107 
other ranks and 45 motor transport units, which were landed in Mulberry 
on 11 September.

Her next trip, her eighth, was from Portsmouth to Sword Beach, with two 
Companies of RASC, comprising 6 officers, 129 other ranks and 61 units 
of motor transport. On her return trip to Southampton she brought back 
another load of 800 German prisoners of war to Southampton, arriving on 
15 September. After this she made three more trips to Mulberry, and one 
to Sword Beach, the last one to French soil on 1 October 1944. 
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By now the Allied advance had liberated ports nearer the front line, 
and they had been cleared of mines and obstructions sufficiently to allow 
them to be used. LST 200 went from Portsmouth to Ostend in Belgium on 
4 October, after which all the other trips were from Tilbury. On her first 
trip she carried 19 officers, 380 other ranks and 80 Jeeps.

Her trips were not always free from danger, as on her sixth trip to Ostend 
she just missed a mine, which hit LST 420, just astern of them, and sank 
her. In all she made seventeen trips to and from Ostend in four months, 
on only two of which did she not have a load of personnel, or damaged 
vehicles to bring back to the UK. After returning from her seventeenth 
trip to Ostend she went into West India Dock for a month, while her ships 
company had leave, and the engines had a major overhaul in the shipyard, 
lasting nearly a month.

When she was operational again, the Allies had liberated more of 
Europe, and her first trip was to Antwerp on 15 March 1945. Here they 
had a near escape when a V2 rocket landed in the main lock, but luckily 
failed to explode. During the rest of March she made two more trips to 
Ostend, on one of which she carried 100 motor transports, 15 officers and 

230 other ranks, and one more trip 
to Antwerp, returning to Tilbury 
on 29 March. 

Jan’s diary finishes there, as 
he was transferred to LST 237 
in Glasgow on 8 May 1945, and 
sailed with her to Singapore ‘to 
have a go at the Japs’, but they had 
surrendered by the time they got 
there. Jan summarized what she 
did in Europe ‘Between D-Day 
June ’44 and March ’45 this one 
small ship, during its 32 voyages to 
Europe transported 505 officers, 

9,720 other ranks, 2,368 motor transports, and 2,410 German prisoners of 
war. It would be interesting to know what she carried in the Mediterranean.

I have no record of what LST 200 did after March ’45, but in February 
’46 her bow doors were welded up again and she was sailed back across the 
Atlantic and handed back the US Navy in New York, as Jan put it, ‘very 
thin on her bottom’.

Bearing in mind that nearly 1,000 LST Mark 2s were built, and used by 
the USN and our Royal Navy, it would be interesting to establish how 
many were employed between England and Europe. 

Another interesting feature, which could justify further research, is 
the rate at which the LST could discharge their cargoes, compared with 
ordinary merchant ships, especially when they were using the LST 
pierhead in Mulberry. This could take two LST at the same time, secured 
to the quay, which went up and down with the tide, so they did not have 
to wait for the tide to float them, then winch themselves off a beach; or 
adjust mooring lines.

Also as mentioned in Topmasts 16, there was a platform on the LST 
pierhead, which was level with the LST upper deck, and it had a vehicle 
ramp down to the pierhead deck, which allowed the vehicles on the upper 

Going ashore in an LSP in Singapore after the Japanese 
surrender
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deck to be discharged at the same time as those on the tank deck. They 
would not have to wait until the tank deck had been emptied, and go 
down the lift or the ramp within the LST. This really was the beginning of 
today’s ro-ro ferries.

It is very sad to note that HMS Stalker, the last of the LSTs this side 
of the Atlantic, though not the same class as LST 200, was in reasonable 
condition, and still had the original builder’s spares in the Aft Peak, when 
she was cut up for scrap in Portsmouth harbour only three years ago. The 
sheer size of her tank deck, probably twice the size of a Liberty ship’s 
hold, was really impressive, as was the size of her ballast mains. 

Tim Parr
SNR Member

SS ‘Yavari’, a Peruvian Gem

The story of the Yavari was told by Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton to the 
100 guests gathered on the quarterdeck of HMS Victory. It was Saturday 
18 June and he was summarizing the reason for presenting me with the 
Society’s 2016 Victory Medal. As a naval daughter and granddaughter (on 
both sides of my family) I was thrilled to be there and felt so honoured 
to be receiving such a prestigious award for which I must thank Mrs Ann 
Savours who proposed me.

I listened to the story as if for the first time; it is so remarkable!
In 1862 James Watt’s foundry in Birmingham was commissioned by 

the Peruvian government to build two small gun boats, 100 feet long and 
17-foot beam, to be transported in kit form up the Peruvian Andes to 
Lake Titicaca which at 12.500 feet above sea level is the highest navigable 
waterway in the world. They were intended to defend Peru from Bolivia, 
which shares the lake, and act as tramp steamers collecting up the natural 
resources of the region for shipment to a central place where mule trains 
could deliver them to the coast.

James Watt supplied the steam engine and all fittings, and subcontracted 
the building of the iron hulls to the Thames Ironworks and Shipbuilding 

Co. in east London. As was customary with pin-built 
ships, the two ships were built in their entirety, using 
bolts, not rivets, dismantled, carefully inventoried, 
and then packed into packing cases for dispatch to 
South America. The crates were accompanied by 
Engine Erector William Partridge from Birmingham, 
and seven skilled shipwrights, carpenters and boiler 
men from the Medway. They sailed in the Mayola 
around Cape Horn to Arica, a Peruvian port in those 
days, and then by train the 37 miles to Tacna (1,000 
feet above sea level) in the foothills of the Andes 
where the ships were unpacked and laid out in the 
order required for reassembly.

The 2,766 individual parts were then loaded on 
to mules and the backs of porters and carried up 
the Andes to the lake. The distance of 250 miles was 
reasonable but the climb up treacherous trails over Yavari moored
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passes of 17,000 feet and across the arid, windswept, polar-cold altiplano 
(high plateau) was a challenge. The men rode on ahead to prepare the 
slipway and machine shops. They took nine days but suffered a fatality. 
For reasons of misadventures like earthquake, Spanish re-invasion, civil 
war, and a peasants’ revolt, the journey of the two gun boats took six years.

The Yavari was eventually reassembled and launched on Christmas 
Day 1870, and took her maiden voyage in April 1871, as a steam sailer, the 
steam engine being fired on dried llama droppings.

In 1895, the iron hull was ‘jumboized’ by 50 feet and in 1914 the steam 
engine was replaced by a Swedish Bolinder hot bulb, 4-cylinder semi-

diesel engine which, today, is the oldest 
and largest operating engine of its kind in 
the world. We have seen grown men in tears 
when they see, hear and smell this giant 
leviathan being fired up!

I came across the Yavari in 1983. 
Belonging by then to the Peruvian navy, she 
had been abandoned and lay listing in a bed 
of reeds in the muddy corner of Puno Port 
waiting to be scrapped. She was nothing 
more than a hulk. I believed then that the 

gun boats had been built by my great grandfather, Sir Alfred Yarrow, so 
was determined to go aboard. I did and was overcome with nostalgia for 
this forlorn but noble Victorian relic. I commissioned a Lloyds Survey 
which was appraised by the late Tim Parr. He was so excited by the good 
condition of the vessel, especially the 
hull, which, being in fresh water at 
12,500 feet had fared remarkably well. 
He encouraged me like mad to rescue 
her. He made it sound simple! Just at 
that moment, to my astonishment and 
delight, I received a letter from HRH 
The Duke of Edinburgh, who had seen 
the ship on his travels, wishing me well 
for the ship’s restoration. Well, I now 
had no choice! I founded two NGOs, 
The Yavari Project in the UK and La 
Asociación Yavarí in Peru, and set about 
fund-raising. What an incredible struggle from day one in 1987 until 28 
August 2015 when the Yavari sailed out of Puno Port, restored and refitted 
to the required standards of seaworthiness, on her second maiden voyage.

In spite of being awarded for my individual effort, the success of such 
a project is thanks to a team of benefactors, professionals who generously 
lend their expertise, and volunteers. The ceremony on Victory gave me 
the opportunity to acknowledge publicly the most significant, namely His 
Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh: the late Frank Carr, director of 
the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, responsible for telling Prince 
Philip about my rescue idea; the late Tim Parr, such an enthusiastic adviser, 
who is still remembered in Peru for his knowledge of veteran ships; Sir 
John Smith of HMS Warrior fame, who was our first and generous sponsor; 
Per Fonser who came from Sweden to teach us about the Bolinder and 

1914 Bolinder Semi-diesel

‘Yavari’, Puno Part 1983 (courtesy of South 
American Pictures)
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Captain Carlos Saavedra who, save for 
a short pause, has been in charge of the 
Yavari and her crew since 1992. Above 
all, the Yavari team owes her revival 
to Marine Surveyor Ian Biles, whom I 
was so pleased to invite as my guest to 
the presentation. He gave his time and 
the expertise which has enabled us to 
completely restore the Yavari.

An excellent dinner on the lower gun 
deck of HMS Victory, with me sitting 
between Sir Kenneth and Lieutenant 
Commander Bob Smith and opposite 

Richard Bateman and Andrew Baines, provided the culmination of an 
evening which I so much enjoyed and of which I shall always be reminded 
when I look with pride and gratitude at my most handsome Victory Medal.

Meriel Larken
Victory Medal Winner

HMVS ‘Nelson’

I was intrigued by the photograph in the May issue of Topmasts of the 
model of HMS Nelson of the Victorian navy (that is, of the Naval Defence 
Force of the Colony of Victoria). She had been ordered in November 
1805 as a three-deck First Rate of the Nelson class, 120 guns, but not laid 
down at Woolwich dockyard until 1809 – the dockyards were busy with 
the ongoing maintenance of the fleet which was keeping the French navy 
bottled-up – and she was not launched until 7 July 1814, a week after 
the signing of the Treaty of Paris which, stand fast the 100 days, marked 
the end of the Napoleonic Wars. There was very little requirement for 
large and expensive First Rates, so after completion she was laid up at 
Portsmouth, where she remained for 45 years, subject to periodic dockings 
for attention to her copper, until she was rebuilt between 1858 and 1860, 
as part of the naval re-armament in the face of the perceived threat from 
Napoleon III’s France.

The photograph shows her in her post-
rebuild configuration – she had been cut 
down a deck, lengthened by 11 feet, and 
fitted with steam machinery. However, 
the threat evaporated in the face of 
Britain’s iron-clad building programme, 
and Nelson was put back into reserve.

In 1866 the then colony of Victoria 
was concerned about the possibility of 
a Russian force from Vladivostok descending on an unprotected Port 
Philip Bay and sent a delegation from the Victorian Steam Navigation 
Board to persuade the home government to station a warship there for the 
protection of trade and the growing city of Melbourne. The result was that 
the colony was effectively lent the old Nelson as an interim measure until 
one of the breastwork monitors, then building, should be ready (this was 

Yavari on Lake Titicaca
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Cerberus, the forerunner of the present RAN establishment of that name).
So Nelson was sailed out to Port Philip during December 1867 and January 

1868, to become the pride of the colonial navy, and a visible reminder that 
Britain was prepared to protect her colonies. After Cerberus arrived, she 
was mostly used for basic training, rather than as an operational warship, 
and, as it was said, she provided work for the Williamstown dockyard 
shipwrights (she was cut down another deck in the late 1870s). She was 
finally struck from the Navy List in 1898 and broken up in Sydney. The 
lower part of her hull became a coal hulk at Launceston, Tasmania, the last 
vestiges disappearing in 1928 though some of her timbers may well still exist 
in buildings there. And her upper works were used to build a pontoon for 
the Union Steamship Company and also, more importantly, to construct a 
steam yacht, the Ena, for a Sydney grocer, Sir Thomas Dibben.

The Ena is still in existence after an adventurous career (she served as 
HMAS Sleuth during the First World War) and survived a sinking while 
abalone fishing in 1981. She was then raised and restored to her state as 
the Ena, and made a circumnavigation of Australia in 1986. She is now on 
display in the Australian National Maritime Museum in Darling Harbour, 
Sydney, an Australian link to Trafalgar and a time when the First Fleet was 
still fresh in people’s minds. 

(The material for the above was gathered 40 years ago, much from 
two articles in the Port of Melbourne Quarterly, the house journal of the 
Melbourne Harbour Authority, and from the Ship’s Book at Kew (TNA).)

Alastair Wilson
SNR Member

The Sinking of the ‘Hirano Maru’
4 October 1918

The Hirano Maru, owned by the Nippon Yusen Kaisha (NYK) Line, was 
torpedoed by the German U-boat 91 200 miles south of Ireland while on 
a voyage to Yokohama.

We are all aware of the unspeakable horrors and squalor of the trenches 
in France in this dreadful war. The Western Approaches to Britain, the 
triangular sea area extending from Cornwall to Ireland and Pembrokeshire 
was just as deadly, being a favourite hunting ground of the German 
U-boats.

On 4 October 1918 the Hirano Maru was in this war zone. She was 
a 7,700-ton merchant ship, built by the Mitsubishi Dockyard Nagasakin 

(Nagasaki) in 1908. She was sailing from 
Liverpool to Yokohama via South Africa 
with a mixed cargo of unknown nature 
together with 320 crew and passengers 
and a Scottish captain, Hector Fraser. She 
was escorted by an American destroyer 
the USS Sterett to give protection against 
attack by submarines. Japan at the time, 
was a staunch ally of Britain and the 
Imperial Japanese Navy defended the 
Indian and Pacific Oceans. 
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When she was 200 miles south of Ireland she came into the sights of 
U-91 a Class III German submarine, commanded by Captain Wolf Hans 
Hartwig.

A torpedo hit the Hirano Maru and she sank in seven minutes, going 
down so quickly that her few undamaged lifeboats could not be launched. 
The USS Sterett also came under attack and was thus prevented from 
rescuing the struggling survivors for some time. Of the 320 souls on board 
Hiranu Maru, only 29 survived. Among the passengers that perished was 
the London branch manager of the Yokohama Specie Bank, S. Ujie, his 
wife and three sons as well as a bank employee Takashi Aoki and his wife 
Sueko. An Irish newspaper reported that nothing was known about the 
eight bodies that were washed ashore between 4 and 29 November and 
recorded in the burial register in Dale Parish Church. Local eye witnesses 
of the time remarked that some of the bodies looked ‘oriental’.

Because of the uncertainty of their identity, the War Graves Commission 
was unable to maintain the graves. However, the good people of Dale 
erected a memorial cross over the graves. 

Other bodies were washed ashore at 
Freshwater West and were given a burial 
in Angle churchyard; the register of 
burials there records that seven burials are 
from the Hirano Maru, of people varying 
in age from about 24 to 40 years of age. 
All were male except for one female 
washed up at St Ishmaels. One body was 
identified as being Shiro Okoshi on 2 

November 1918. Other burials of 
unidentified persons were carried 
out on 16 October 1918 and 15 

November 1918; one unknown body was female.
Just a few weeks after the sinking of the Hirano Maru, the war ended 

and U-91 surrendered to British forces in Harwich.
There is a memorial to Nippon Yusen Kaisha employees in the Soiji 

Temple, Tsurumi, Yokohama.
In the winter of 2012 David James was invited to meet a Japanese diplomat 

to discuss the model of the Hiei he had built. (Hiei was the first warship 
in the Imperial Japanese Navy, built in Pembroke dock and commanded 
by Lieutenant Hehachiro Togo, who became marshal admiral of the IJN.) 
During the conversation the sinking of the Hirano Maru was mentioned 
and the graves of the Japanese sailors in several villages in Pembrokeshire. 

The text on the front of the post reads:
大正七年拾月四日愛蘭土沖於
4 October 1918. off the coast of Ireland

The text on the side reads:
大?四??四名
number of people who died?

The grave of seven Japanese sailors in Angle churchyard, photographed in 1918, with the translation of the 
inscription

The grave as it is today, photograph by David 
James
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He was surprised that we remembered his countrymen after so long. 
As a result of this meeting several people from Pembroke dock were 

invited by the Japanese ambassador to the UK, His Excellency Keiichi 
Hayashi and Rear-Admiral Fumiyuki Kitagawa to a reception aboard the 
Japanese ship Kashima in Portsmouth, on 23 July 2013.

Restoration of the memorial at the grave of the sailors

At the going down of the sun,
And in the morning,

We will remember them.

In the last few months David James has been campaigning to have a 
memorial re-erected over the grave of the seven merchant seamen who 
lie there, as the original one has long since rotted away. The Japanese 
embassy, the Church in Wales, Angle Community Council and even the 
children of Angle Primary School are aware and supporting this effort as 
well as several prominent people.

David and the Milford Haven Port Authority and the Angle Community 
Council are busy raising funds. If you wish to contribute to this worthwhile 
project please contact David James, Secretary , West Wales Maritime 
Heritage, 44 West Haven, Cosheston , Pembroke Dock Pembrokeshire 
SA72 4UL tel. 01646 683764 , email dnjames1938@gmail.com 

David James
SNR Member

Clash of the Ironclad Fleets
The battle of Lissa: 150th anniversary

‘Close with the enemy and ram everything grey!’ So the Austrian 
Admiral Wilhelm von Tegetthoff rallied his men 150 years ago in one 
of naval history’s outstanding battles, the battle of Lissa. I am the great 
granddaughter of an officer who was there. Researching his life set me 
on a quest to discover just what made the battle so famous. And to find 
his descriptive poem on it which gained him a reward from the Emperor 
Franz Joseph. Result: a new view and a mystery.

The clash between the sleek, black-painted Austrian fleet and the Italian 
grim grey is famed as the first battle between ironclads. The battle of Lissa 
claims several more remarkable historical points, including Austria’s defeat 
of Italy although outgunned and outnumbered. Furthermore, in the face 
of these odds, Admiral Tegetthoff bravely and brilliantly used ramming as 
his winning tactic. And finally, this battle influenced warship design for 
the next 50 years.

I confess that I am neither a scholar of ships nor of naval warfare, but a 
storyteller researching in order to bring a true experience to life. Context 
required a step back – where is Lissa and why were Italy and Austria, 
today a land-locked country, engaged in a sea battle?

Before we get to the nautical elements, a little geo-political history. Lissa, 
now called Vis and in Croatia, is an island on the Dalmatian coast. This 
reminds us that the Austrian empire in the 1860s was vast, extending into 
today’s northern Italy including Venice and Trieste, and today’s Poland, 

mailto:dnjames1938@gmail.com
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Czech Republic, Hungary and more . . . even down to Serbia. Today’s 
southern Germany was part of the empire too. Above it lay Prussia, 
today’s northern Germany – and therein lay the conflict.

At the time there was a move towards a unified German-speaking 
country. But would the capital be Bismarck’s Berlin or the Emperor Franz 
Joseph’s Vienna? In the power struggle Prussia marched to take over the 
territory that the two nations had wrested from Denmark in 1864 and 
Austrian troops headed north to confront Bismarck’s men. In this era – 
after Napoleon, after the Crimea, before Italian unification – treaties were 
made and broken with impunity. Bismarck had a secret alliance with Italy 
and once Austria was busy up north, the Italian navy sailed to seize Lissa, 
a defence outpost for Austria’s key naval base on the Adriatic.

Nautical history to the fore now: it was the era of steam-and-sail ship 
construction. Suddenly, in 1862, a riveting new development in navies 
around the world had begun. Literally riveting, because for the first time 
iron-armoured wooden vessels fought: Monitor and Merrimack met in 
the American Civil War. The outcome of their duel was a stand-off, the 
impact on shipbuilding momentous. By 1866 the Italian Admiral Persano’s 
Adriatic fleet boasted 12 ironclads, their wooden hulls covered with 
continuous belts of armoured plating. By contrast Austria chose to armour 
in discrete sections to protect engines and magazines. Admiral Tegetthoff, 
early in 1866, was adding two ironclads to his existing fleet of five. But 
they had to set off with incomplete armour and without their main guns – 
Prussia had embargoed supplies. The Austrian admiral ordered the scant 
plating available to go on the forward hull areas: if necessary he would 
ram. Tegetthoff made the new half-ready Ferdinand Max his flagship, 
leaving his favourite command, the tall-masted frigate Schwarzenberg, to 
the second line with his other vulnerable wooden ships. His men should 
see that Austria’s new ironclads were trustworthy. 

At this point, I will introduce my ancestor. Dr Ephraim M. Epstein was 
ship’s surgeon on the corvette Seehund. At 37 years old, he had already 
had an adventurous life. He emigrated from Belarus to the United States 
aged 20, converted to Protestant Christianity from Orthodox Judaism, 
gained degrees in theology and medicine, had been a medical missionary in 
Thessaloniki and practised in Vienna General Hospital. He decided to join 
the Austrian Imperial Navy and after passing the necessary exams his first 
commission was on board Feuerspeier Battery, off Venice. The Adriatic 
campaign soon saw him transferred to Seehund and heading southeast to 
join Tegetthoff. 

On the morning of 20 July 1866 Tegetthoff ordered Austria’s armada 
into three divisions – his ironclads at the front, then unarmoured wooden 
ships, then smaller gunboats and auxiliaries, a total of 26 in all. Italy’s larger 
flotilla, under Admiral Persano, outgunned and at 68,000 tons outweighed 
Austria’s 50,000 tons. Furthermore, 9 of the 12 Italian ironclads even had 
iron hulls.

Surgeon Epstein, on his second-class gunboat, was at the back of the 
fray. A true battle description is too complex to reproduce here or in the 
story of his life. A cogent, gripping account can be found in chapter 11 
of Famous Sea Fights: From Salamis to Tsu-Shima by John Richard Hale, 
online here. Another detailed report, with illustrations, is on Wikipedia 
here. Photographs and technical information are also found in a variation 

http://202.112.206.6/wjs/x/html/h/Hale,John%20R/Famous%20Sea%20Fights/text/chapter11.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lissa_%281866%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lissa_%281866%29
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titled ‘The Battle of Vis’, archived online here.
After the crackle and boom of initial cannon 

fire, amid thick clouds of gunsmoke the two lines 
of ironclads closed, Austrian black against Italy’s 
grey. In moments, Tegetthoff’s Ferdinand Max led 
his ships straight through a gap in the enemy line. 
Once through, Austrian vessels turned to barrage 
the Italians broadside-to-broadside in rolling, 
repeated roars. Ferdinand Max rushed full speed 
ahead at the ironclad Italian Palestro, smashing her 
stern and setting her on fire. The admiral pulled 
away and hunted another – his tactic was to ram 
the superior Italian fleet into defeat. Ferdinand 
Max scored a glancing blow against the armoured 
Portogallo, then went to defend the big wooden 
Kaiser. Kaiser, despite its lack of metal cladding, 

followed up Tegetthoff and rammed Portogallo again. Nearby the enemy’s 
Re d’Italia had stopped in the water. Tegetthoff charged full speed ahead, and 
with an almighty crunch Ferdinand Max hit her amidships. Her iron sides 
gave way, her tall masts toppled and she sank. But before the loss was fully 
registered a massive burst of flame and roar of explosion overwhelmed all 
other noise of battle – Palestro, the first 
ship rammed by Tegetthoff, had blown 
up. She sank as the Italian fleet began 
to retire in disorder. Austria claimed its 
victory, sailing into the harbour of Lissa.

There were a number of important 
factors which influenced the outcome 
of the battle. These include three Italian 
weaknesses: in the midst of landing 
troops on Lissa the fleet was caught 
short by the Austrian approach; Admiral 
Persano switched his flag to Affondatore from his previous Re d’Italia 
without fully informing his captains; and he ordered his fleet into line 
of battle more suited to sailing ships than modern ironclads. In contrast 
Tegetthoff had intensively drilled his men in manoeuvres and gunnery and 
fully briefed his commanders on his battle plan, including ramming.

In a brief account of his life written in 1908, Epstein says,

The devotion of our men and officers to our great Admiral won the day. 
It inspired me to write a description of the battle in English verse and I 
dedicated and presented it to the great Admiral and man, who thanked 
me for it in an autograph letter, and said it reminded him of Byron’s 
description of a sea storm in his Don Juan. I received a present of three 
hundred dollars from Emperor Franz Joseph for the poem.

Of course I wanted the poem for the true-story novel of his life! Herein 
is the mystery. The Heeregesthichtliches Museum in Vienna cannot find 
it in their library, nor in various others they tried, nor can it be located in 
the war archive of the Austrian State Archive. It is strange that an epic that 
won the praise of both Admiral Tegetthoff and the emperor, and written 
in English, does not readily show up in the efficient Austrian archives. I 

‘Ferdinand Max’ after the battle

Admiral Tegetthoff on the bridge of 
‘Ferdinand Max’

http://www.webcitation.org/query?url=http://www.geocities.com/tegetthoff66/vis.html&date=2009-10-25+22:41:16
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have learned in recent research that one entire museum hall in the History 
Museum of Vienna is dedicated to the famous battle of Lissa. Surely the 
poem must be there somewhere?

Creative freedom also allowed me to invent a few lines of the missing 
battle of Lissa poem, modelled on Byron’s ‘Don Juan’ storm as referred to 
by Admiral Tegetthoff. I moved on to complete the rest of Epstein’s life, in 
which he served in a cruising side-wheel steamer, Dalmatia, off the Austrian 
Adriatic coast before returning to America. There he practised medicine in 
the Wild West and the West Virginia mountains, fathered nine children, 
founded Dakota University and completed his career on the editorial staff 
of a medical journal in Chicago until his death in 1913 aged 83.

In a final historical note, I must add that although the battle of Lissa 
had been won the war was lost. On the very next day the Austrian army 
lost to Garibaldi’s troops near Lake Garda following massive defeat by 
Prussia in the north. Even before the battle of Lissa Austria had begun 
negotiating peace. Nevertheless, due to this battle for the next 50 years 
navies worldwide built warships with ram bows – which were never used 
in combat again.

In recent research I have learned that a Croatian diving club, Dragor 
Sub, not long ago discovered the wreck of the Italian Palestro after three 
years’ search. See http://battleoflissa.com/en/ The Croatian Ministry of 
Culture and Ministry of Defence are said to have supported a repeat of 
the expedition in December 2015, with photographs and videos to be 
launched publicly. With a different kind of delving, perhaps Surgeon 
Ephraim Epstein’s English-language epic poem will also emerge in this, 
the 150th anniversary year of the battle of Lissa. If so, kindly tell him at 
http://ephraimmepstein.com.

Susan Lee Kerr
Author, The Extraordinary Dr Epstein, Paxton Publishing, 2016

SS ‘Ettrick’ Flying the Swastika?

In July 1940 the SS Arandora Star (a Blue Star liner in use as a troopship 
under Admiralty command) and, a day or two later, the SS Ettrick (a 
P&O troopship under Admiralty command, occasionally referred to as 
HMT Ettrick) set sail from Liverpool for Quebec City carrying German 
prisoners of war and German, Austrian and Italian civilian internees.

It is said that both ships flew a swastika flag/ensign under a Blue Ensign 
(some sources state this was a Red Ensign and, given the exact nature of the 
command of these civilian ships it appears that either may, theoretically, 
have been possible, but this distinction is not part of my enquiry). This 

rather bizarre thing is said to have been 
because the Admiralty believed that 
flying a swastika would indicate to the 
enemy, either under naval custom or 
international law (it is not clear which 
they thought applied), that German 
prisoners of war were being carried. In 
all my researches I have been unable to 
find any substantial reference to this SS ‘Ettrick’

http://battleoflissa.com/en/%20
http://ephraimmepstein.com
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‘custom’ or ‘law’, although I have seen a faint suggestion that it originated 
in Napoleonic times, and would be most interested if anyone can shed 
more light on it.

In any event, the swastika did not prevent a U-boat sinking the Arandora 
Star in the Irish Sea, with heavy loss of life. Since the U-boat commander 
recorded that the attack was made in daytime, in good weather and that 
he observed the ship before launching his torpedo (although he made no 
mention of seeing a swastika) it is unclear whether this ‘custom’/‘law’ was 
either known to or ignored by the German navy of the time.

My second enquiry concerns the ship that sailed shortly afterwards, the 
SS Ettrick. She may also have initially flown a swastika, although at some 
stage it was removed. But my question is, what are the parts of her rear 
mast correctly called?

I have found two photos of SS Etterick (links below), both show the 
rear mast, on which there are two ‘spars’ (I am not a sailor and may well 
be using the wrong term – indeed it is possible that even the words ‘rear 
mast’ is incorrect of a steam-ship that was built in 1938). 

The first, approximately half-way up this mast, is several feet long. 
Is this a ‘spar’? Possibly a ‘cross-tree’, or something entirely different. 
The more I look at the two photos the less I am certain that this ‘spar’ is 
horizontal, it may be at an angle and therefore, presumably, be called by 
an entirely different name

The second, near the top of the mast and just below the ensign, appears 
to be a fixture, probably associated with radio antennae. Might this also be 
called a spar? I suspect it will have a different name.

The two photos in the links are not the best, but they are the best I can 
find, and any help on either topic will be much appreciated.

http://charlotteheckscher.blogspot.co.uk/2012/11/leifurs-crystal-ball.
html 

http://uboat.net/allies/merchants/2432.html 
Richard Essberger

richard.essberger@sky.com

The Fenland Lighter Project
Lord Orford’s Lighters on Whittlesey Mere, 1774

This year, 2016, marks three decades of the FLP’s existence. Coupled 
with this thirty-year anniversary, an FLP lecture was given to the March 
Museum Society this spring. Reflecting its location within the Middle Level 
link between the Rivers Nene and Great Ouse, the Cambridgeshire town of 
March has a long and varied record of waterway significance. On its way to 
nearby Whittlesey Mere in 1774, Lord Orford’s gang of modified Fenland 
lighters passed through March. It is readily understandable that Orford’s 
unorthodox pleasure-cruising (and the journals kept during that time) led 
to considerable discussion at the meeting indicated. This same discussion 
highlighted a range of bygone lightering matters which received little or 
no attention in commercial records and the like – see H. J. K. Jenkins, 
‘The Vessels Used in Lord Orford’s Fen-Excursion of 1774’, unpublished 
typescript with diagrams, 1985, National Maritime Museum MS 85/042.

Before it was drained in Victorian times, Whittlesey Mere was a 

http://charlotteheckscher.blogspot.co.uk/2012/11/leifurs-crystal-ball.html
http://charlotteheckscher.blogspot.co.uk/2012/11/leifurs-crystal-ball.html
http://uboat.net/allies/merchants/2432.html
mailto:richard.essberger@sky.com
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regional focus for sporting and social activity, and it was on this broad but 
shallow lake that Orford’s lighters made rendezvous with the fourth earl 
of Sandwich, holding office at that time as First Lord of the Admiralty. 
Various links of this sort bestow on Orford’s Fenland cruising both 
regional and also some national significance. This point emerged clearly 
at the March lecture already mentioned: it also led on to much comment 
regarding the wide-ranging role of the Society for Nautical Research.

The accompanying sketch throws light on the probable appearance 
of Lord Orford’s gang of lighters when moored on the open waters of 
Whittlesey Mere. The information provided by the cruise journals is 
extensive but by no means complete. However, some gaps can be filled 
by reference to ordinary Fenland lighter practice as indicated in a range of 
sources. The ‘forelighter’ provided the sailing rig, although the exact location 
of the single mast in this particular instance is open to some question. The 
forelighter also contained the excursion’s cooking facilities, together with 
accommodation for two serving women, cook and parlour maid. The next 
two lighters, with extensive superstructures, provided accommodation for 
Orford and the other holidaymakers who accompanied him. The midship 
framing of these two hulls may well have posed problems, but there was 
evidently space for a sizeable cabin reserved for Orford himself and his 
devoted mistress, Martha Turk. Similarly, there was a saloon that could 
seat, on occasion, ten or so diners. 

The sketch shows just the bow and ‘jambing pole’ of the fourth hull, 
which seems to have been an orthodox ‘house lighter’ of the sort which 
commonly provided overnight shelter for lightermen if it proved impossible 
to reach a welcoming inn. While in Orford’s service, this lighter probably 
carried various stores and items of baggage. At times, the diminutive cabin 
(perhaps ‘shelter’ would be a more accurate term) provided quarters for 
a number of men-servants who joined the excursion for brief periods. 
The same spartan accommodation was also used by the two lightermen 
and ‘horse boy’ employed by Orford. Relations in that direction were 
not always smooth, and it is possible that Orford had recruited rather 
inexperienced personnel. Certainly the anchoring arrangements at 
Whittlesey Mere proved unsatisfactory at an early stage. However, sound 
advice from Captain Sir Richard Bickerton, a naval protégé of Lord 
Sandwich, evidently led to a marked improvement. Mooring out in open 
water was somewhat unusual for Fenland lighters, and Orford’s gang 
initially used anchors at each end of the line. With a beam wind this led to 
much rolling, bumping and discomfort. Bickerton advised anchoring at 
one end of the line only, allowing it to lie head-on to whatever wind might 
blow. Simple but effective. 

Lord Orford’s Gang of Lighters
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In the sketch, Orford’s horse boat is omitted from the line. With the 
rest of the gang anchored out in the Mere, it seems probable that the single 
horse was landed for grazing under the care of a man-servant, with the 
horse-boat beached close by. The inset item (to a larger scale, as indicated 
by the human figures) shows the probable appearance of Orford’s horse 
boat (cf. sketch of a somewhat later type shown in Topmasts 17, p. 29). As 
a general comment, such craft were not well documented but there are 
some indications that, during the eighteenth century, horse-boats tended 
to increase in size, sometimes serving as what might be termed ‘auxiliary 
lighters’. Horse boats evidently varied a good deal over the period of 
their existence, both in size and general build. They should, though, be 
distinguished from a number of pontoon-like craft that were used at 
various boatyards for ferrying horses ‘just across the river’, in the absence 
of any convenient bridge.

Some suggestions for further reading:
• Lord Orford’s Voyage round the Fens in 1774 (Cambridgeshire 

Libraries Publications, rev. edn 1993): eighteenth-century journals, 
edited by J. W. Childers, with introduction by H. J. K. Jenkins and 
notes by Mary Liquorice.

• H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘A Looking-glass Adventure: Lord Orford’s 
Fenland cruise in 1774’, in Serge Soupel et al. (eds), Adventure: An 
Eighteenth-century Idiom . . ., New York, AMS Press, 2009, pp. 
251–73. (The cited collection of articles stemmed from conferences 
convened by the Sorbonne Nouvelle, Paris University III.)

H. J. K. Jenkins 
SNR Member

SNR News
The Victory Medal

The Society for Nautical Research now recognizes 
outstanding contributions by individuals in maritime 
heritage through achievements in the conservation of 
historic vessels with significant connections with the 
United Kingdom. Meriel Larken receives the Victory 
Medal in view of the vision and remarkable tenacity she 
has demonstrated in saving and restoring Yavari,  pre-
fabricated on the Thames in 1862 and carried in in 
her component parts to Lake Titicaca where she was 
constructed on site as a gunboat for the Peruvian navy. 
This remarkable story of Victorian engineering initiative 

has been mirrored by Meriel’s 25-year mission to rescue Yavari and return 
her to working order. Today, thanks to Meriel and her indomitable spirit, 
this ship is living, operating entity and a major tourist draw on the highest 
navigable lake in the World. 

For a full account of the ship and her restoration, see Meriel Larken’s 
book, The Ship, the Lady and the Lake, Bene Factum Publishing Ltd; 
ISBN 9781903071427 and http://www.yavari.org/en/home/

http://www.yavari.org/en/home/


Topmasts no. 19

20

Grants

Further to the list of awards shown in the May edition of Topmasts the 
Research and Programmes Committee are pleased to announce that Oxford 
Brookes University and the University of Portsmouth have been awarded 
£380 towards their conference Maritime Masculinities 1815–1940 which 
will be held on 19–20 December 2016 at Oxford Brookes University.

Society for Nautical Research Annual Dinner 18 June 2016

My daughter and I were in a nautical mood for the Society’s Annual 
Dinner aboard the HMS Victory. We had just come from the Sea Shanty 
Festival in Falmouth and looked forward to an atmospheric dinner on the 
ship’s lower gun deck. We were not disappointed. What was not expected 
was the range of topics discussed at our end of the table, over an excellent 
three-course meal. These ranged from the issue of the day, which was 
Brexit, to Winston Churchill to the history of amphibious warfare, to 
paranormal activity in a fifteenth-century house. The main table snaked 
down the centre of the ship under a low ceiling, bow to stern, with smaller 
tables placed between the cannon of the starboard broadside. It was an 
intimate gathering of the 102 members and guests who were present.

Abbie Sprague and Douglas Sprague 
California, SNR Member

Orkney Commemorations
The National Commemoration of the 

Centenary of the Battle of Jutland 
31 May 2016 at Orkney

HRH Princess Royal deputized for her father HRH Prince Philip, who 
had been scheduled to attend but was advised by his doctors that it would 
be too arduous; the duke would have been exposed to a bitterly cold 
wind during the afternoon part of the ceremony at the Naval Cemetery at 
Lyness. 

The princess joined His Excellency Mr Joachim Gauck, President of 
the Federal Republic of Germany, to inspect the Royal Naval Guard with 
their colours paraded outside the cathedral’s west door. The dignitaries, 
including the prime minister and Scotland’s first minister, proceeded into 
the cathedral for the commemoration service.
Those present were:

• HRH The Princess Royal (representing HRH The Duke of 
Edinburgh)

• Vice-Admiral Sir Tim Laurence, Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission

• His Excellency Mr Joachim Gauck, President of the Federal 
Republic of Germany

• The Right Honourable David Cameron, MP, Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom
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• Nicola Sturgeon PC, First Minister for Scotland
• The Right Honourable Michael Fallon, the Defence Secretary.
• Admiral Sir Philip Jones, Chief of the Defence Staff and First Sea 

Lord
• The Lord-Lieutenant of Orkney, Mr Bill Spence
• Descendants of those who served at the battle of Jutland or who 

were at sea during the First World War.
• Representatives of those nations connected to the battle of Jutland 

from: Australia, Canada, Ireland, Japan, Malta, New Zealand and 
South Africa.

• Senior Members from Orkney Islands Council and local people

The service was led by The Reverend Fraser MacNaughton, the minister 
of St Magnus Cathedral assisted by the Venerable Ian Wheatley, 
Chaplain of the Fleet, and Militärdekan Marcus Christ, Federal German 
Navy. They were accompanied by the band of HM Royal Marines, and 
Marinemusikkorps Kiel German Navy Band Brass Ensemble, with Royal 
Marine Buglers. There were readings by the Right Honourable David 
Cameron MP as well as members from the Royal, Merchant and German 
navies. The service was mainly conducted in English while the blessings at 
the end were in both German and English.

Following the service, the princess and the president placed wreaths at 
the foot of the arched gateway, the ‘Kirkwall and St Ola War Memorial’, 
built to commemorate those Orkney servicemen lost in the First World 
War and extended for the Second World War. The British wreath was 
signed ‘Philip’.

Eight P2000 Royal Navy patrol boats conveyed the VIPs across Scapa 
Flow to Lyness on the Island of Hoy for the second half of the service 
conducted at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s Lyness 
Royal Naval Cemetery. The cathedral congregation witnessed this half of 
the service through a video link in the new Community Hall, Kirkwall. 

Order of Service for St Magnus Cathedral, 
Lyness Naval Cemetery and Jutland

St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall
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During this interval the battle of Jutland relatives were entertained to 
lunch.

HMS Kent and FGS Schleswig-Holstein, a German type 123 Brandenburg 
class frigate were anchored off Lyness. To start the service, HMS Kent fired 
a gun salute, Royal Marine buglers sounded ‘The Last Post’ and a two-
minute silence followed before Kent fired a second gun salute, followed 
by the reveille. Joseph Heber Percy, great-grandson of Admiral Sir John 
Jellicoe, spoke the immortal words:

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 

we will remember them.

Jack Cornwall, when 16 years old as Boy (1st Class), was the youngest 
winner of the Victoria Cross; he continued to man his gun when the rest of 
the gun crew were dead or severely wounded in the cruiser HMS Chester 
at the battle of Jutland. Sadly, it proved to be a posthumous award, as he 
died in hospital the following day. His great-grandnephew, Able Seaman 
Alex Saridis, read the captain’s letter to Jack’s mother:

I know you would wish to hear of the splendid fortitude and courage 
shown by your son during the action of May 31. His devotion to duty 
was an example for all of us . . . He remained steady at his most exposed 
post at the gun, waiting for orders . . . under heavy fire, with just his 
own brave heart and God’s help to support him. I cannot express to 
you my admiration of the son you have lost from this world. No other 
comfort would I attempt to give to the mother of so brave a lad, but 
to assure her of what he was and what he did, and what an example he 
gave.

The great-grandson of Admiral Sir David Beatty, Ivo Beatty, read an 
account by Petty Officer Earnest Francis of HMS Queen Mary, one of the 
20 survivors from a ship’s company of 1,286 men, who vividly described 
his experience:

Lyness Royal Naval Cemetery on Hoy, Orkney, courtesy of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission
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The ship had an awful list to port by this time, so much so that men 
getting off the ladder went sliding down to port. I got on to the bottom 
rung of the ladder and could not by my own efforts reach the stanchions 
lying on the deck from the ship’s side, starboard side. I knew that if I let 
go that I should go sliding down to port like some of the others must 
have done – and probably got smashed up sliding down. Two of my 
turrets crew, seeing my difficulty, came to my assistance. These two 
men had no thought for their own safety. They saw I wanted assistance 
and that was good enough for them, they were both worth a VC twice 
over. How long I was in the water I do not know. I was miserably cold, 
but not without hope of being picked up, as it seemed to me that I 
had only got to keep quiet and a ship would come for me. After what 
seemed ages to me, some destroyers came racing along, and I got up on 
the spar, steadied myself for a second and waved my arms. I remember 
no more until I came to and found I was lying on what seemed to be 
a leather setee [sic]. Someone was telling me I was all right and not to 
struggle. My thoughts flew to the fine crowd that had gone under.

Following the blessing by the chaplain of the fleet, the national anthems 
of the United Kingdom and the Federal Republic of Germany were sung.

Editor’s Note: The report comes from SNR’s Vice-President Commander 
John Bingeman, who attended the service in St Magnus Cathedral with 
his wife. Attendance was restricted to the relatives of those who served 
at the battle of Jutland and those who served during the First World War. 
His father, Captain Bingeman (1900–87), as a midshipman aged 16, joined 
HMS Glorious, a battle cruiser at Scapa Flow in May 1917.

Centenary Commemoration of the 
Sinking of HMS ‘Hampshire’

Sunday 5 June 2016

The Lord-Lieutenant of Orkney, Mr Bill Spence and the former First Sea 
Lord Admiral Sir ‘Jock’ Slater, GCB, LVO, DL attended the centenary 
commemoration ceremony at the Kitchener Memorial, Marwick Head. 

Order of Service
Kitchener Memorial showing new 
commemorative wall
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The site is directly opposite where HMS Hampshire lies today, one and a 
half miles offshore. In a severe gale she hit a German mine at 1945, sinking 
15 minutes later with only 12 survivors. The service was conducted by the 
local minister, the Reverend David McNeish, assisted by Right Reverend 
Dr Robert Gillies, Bishop of Aberdeen and Orkney, and the Reverend 
David Dawson from St Olaf’s Church, Kirkwall. 

The service was attended by descendants of the 723 crewmembers, the 
14 members of the mission to Russia on board HMS Hampshire, and the 9 
crewmembers from HM Drifter Laurel Crown, both victims of mines laid 
by the German submarine U-75 on 29 May 1916. Earlier in the day, HRH 
Princess Royal had spoken with the descendants during a luncheon at 
Birsay Community Hall near Marwick Head. The princess, accompanied 
by Vice-Admiral Sir Tim Laurence, unveiled a book of remembrance at 
the hall in the presence of the relatives. 

Obituaries

It is with very great sadness that we have been notified of the death of two 
stalwarts of maritime history.

Alan Patrick McGowan (1928–2016)

Alan Patrick McGowan (1928–2016) joined the National Maritime 
Museums as Assistant Keeper in the Ships Department (14 August 1967) 
on completion of a PhD at London University, his subject being the 
navy of James I: he subsequently edited a related Navy Records Society 
volume on the Jacobean naval commissions of inquiry of 1608 and 1618. 
Set originally on an academic career he was appointed to a short-term 
university lectureship in Canada to replace someone intending to taking 
a similar period out for research but who then did not, leaving him to 
find an alternative, which was an advertised post at NMM. In April 
1971 he succeeded George Naish as Head of Ships and bore much of the 
administrative burden for the major gallery redevelopments in this subject 
area over the next ten years under the Greenhill regime. This included 
responsibility for the restoration of the sailing barge Shamrock at Cotehele 
Quay, in shared ownership and management with the National Trust who 

Admiral Sir ‘Jock’ Slater after laying the Royal 
Navy wreath

The Commemorative Wall with the shadow of the Kitchener 
Memorial
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have only recently fully taken it over. He became Deputy Director in 1982 
and continued in that role under the directorships of Neil Cossons and 
Richard Ormond until his retirement in 1988. Alan was also a long-serving 
member of the Victory Technical Advisory Committee at Portsmouth and 
active as a Vice-President of the Society for Nautical Research until his 
death, aged 87, on Friday 3 June 2016.

Andy Bodle
Director, Operations & Human Resources

Royal Museums Greenwich

Tim Parr (1928–2016)

It was with great sadness that I reported through the 
National Historic Ships UK website that Tim Parr, 
a member of the former Advisory Committee for 
National Historic Ships from 2006 till 2011, died on 
Saturday 23 April after being taken ill the previous 
Tuesday. All those who knew Tim (and they number 
very many) will not be surprised to learn that, with his 
passion for heritage in all its forms, he was working on 
his beloved Tudor cannon when he suffered a massive 
stroke from which he never recovered.

Tim was a remarkable man who, although in his eighties, had such 
enthusiasm, energy and drive that all who met him were fooled into 
thinking that he was many years younger. From his early days as an 
apprentice at Vospers on the Solent, Tim developed unrivalled knowledge 
of ship structures and the engines that drive them, which he willingly 
shared. That professionalism demonstrated itself in the large number of 
projects on which he was consulted by the Heritage Lottery Fund, and 
which included such nationally recognised initiatives such as RS Discovery, 
HMS Medusa, PS Waverley and PS Medway Queen. 

Tim was a challenging but always warm-hearted member of the Advisory 
Committee, and the other members and staff alike learnt an enormous 
amount from his life-long experience. Although no longer formally 
associated with NHS-UK, I regularly consulted him on historic ships 
projects and was doing so only the week before he died, with no inkling 
of what was to come. And as always when on the phone to me, Tim ended 
the call brightly with the phrase which will forever now remind me of 
him, ‘Look forward!’ And Tim always did.

As a postscript, it is worth noting that in her acceptance speech for 
the Victory Medal Meriel Larken paid a heart-felt tribute to the vital 
contribution that Tim made to that project, all in return for a pizza dinner! 
Two years previously Tim had been standing in that very same spot on the 
quarterdeck to receive recognition as a recipient of that same medal.

Tim will be greatly missed by colleagues, friends, and of course his 
family, who meant the world to him.

Martyn Heighton
Director, National Historic Ships UK
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Maritime History North
Maritime History North was founded four years ago to spread the word 
about maritime and naval history in the north of the United Kingdom. 
Eric Grove is president, Bob Eddlestone is chairman and Alison Telfer and 
Tom Cunningham are the hard workers on the committee. Six one-day 
seminars have been held in venues from Liverpool to Hull, their subjects 
including Maritime Merseyside and Food and the Sea.

The spring 2016 Seminar was a joint enterprise with Hull University 
on the battle of Jutland. Hull University provided the location, at Blades 
House, and MHN provided the organization. Eric Grove had invited top-
ranking speakers: Dr Chris Buckey: ‘The Origin of the German Fleet’, Dr 
John Brooks: ‘Capital Ship Gunnery’, Professor Michael Epkenhans: ‘The 
German Perspective’, Professor Andrew Lambert: ‘Jutland – the Baltic 
Connection’, Nick Jellicoe: ‘The Unfinished Battle’, Dr Scott Lindgren: 
‘The British 1st and 2nd Cruiser Squadrons’, Dr Innes McCartney: 
‘Jutland 1916 – the Archaeology of a Naval Battlefield’, Dr James Yates: 
‘The Jutland Controversy’, with Professor Eric Grove providing the 
keynote address and Dr Martin Wilcox the summary and conclusion. 

The conference was a financial success thanks to the joint generous 
support of the Society for Nautical Research and the Naval Review. Sir 
Jeremy Blackham KCB took the opportunity at the conference to hand 
over to Hull University the Naval Review library.

The very high standard of lecturers organized by Professor Grove 
and Alison Telfer’s high standard of administration resulted in a very 
successful, standing-room only conference and Maritime History North 
takes this opportunity to thank the Society of Nautical Research for its 
very welcome financial support. Further support has been promised, to 
ensure that future conferences are as successful.

The next seminar/conference will be in late autumn 2016 and will be 
on maritime Manchester, including the Ship Canal and trade through 
Liverpool.

Members are encouraged to spread the word wherever possible. Eric 
Grove needs no encouragement to spread the word that good research and 
splendid facilities exist north of Watford. 

The chairman, Bob Eddlestone has carried out a personal campaign 
including organizing a visit to Portsmouth Dockyard by 40 Members 
of the Royal Artillery Historical Society. This was based on SNR’s 2005 
Research into Trafalgar and included visits to HMS Victory, Mary Rose 
and HMS Warrior. He is also planning a similar visit to Portsmouth by the 
Lancashire Infantry Regiments. He has also been invited by the Lancashire 
Infantry Regiments to visit the south of Spain, including Gibraltar and 
Cadiz, where he has been asked to talk to them about Trafalgar. Other 
activities include  talking to local schools, among them Stonyhurst and 
Sedbergh, and talking to cruise ship passengers, initially in place of Colin 
White.

Maritime History North is very grateful for the present  support and 
encouragement of the Society which is now looking north as well as south. 
The change in attitude is very welcome, and particular thanks are given 
to the Honorary Secretary Byrne McLeod who has not only attended 
several conferences but has also stepped in at very short notice to take the 
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place of an absent speaker. She has also encouraged speakers to publish in 
Topmasts.

Bob Eddlestone
SNR Member

Replica of the Ma’agan Mikhael Ship

The Ma‘agan Mikhael ship, dated to about 400 bc, was discovered off 
the Mediterranean coast of Israel in 1985. The remains of the hull and 
its contents were excavated, retrieved from the seabed, conserved and 
reassembled, and are exhibited in the Hecht Museum at the University 
of Haifa. The hull was built by the ‘shell-first’ method, sewing bow and 
stern, with the planks first connected edge to edge by closely spaced 
mortise-and-tenon joints locked by tapered pegs, and then the frames 
were fastened to the shell by double-clenched copper nails. 

A team from the Leon Recanati Institute for Maritime Studies, led 

by Professor Yaacov Kahanov, is 
shortly completing the building of a 
replica of the Ma’agan Mikhael ship. 
The construction of a sailing replica 
began in 2014. The aims of the 
project are to increase the knowledge 
of ancient ship construction; to learn 
more about technologies that were 
used to build ships in antiquity; to 
test the replica’s sailing capabilities; 
and to learn about life on board.

The outer measurements of the 
replica, which tries to adhere as 
closely as possible to the dimensions 

Ma’agan Mikhael ship reconstructed

Ma’agan Mikhael ship replica under construction in 
May 2016
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of the original ship, are as follows: length: 15 metres; beam: 4.30 metres 
and depth (amidships) 2.25 metres.

The frames are of naturally grown timber, planking and frames are pine 
(Pinus brutia) from a local forest (similar to the tree species identified in 
the original ship). The mast does not survive in the original ship, although 
the mast step is very well defined. In the replica a cypress tree will be used 
to build the mast.

The keel-laying ceremony was 10 July, 2014, and the projected initial 
launching is scheduled for August 2016.

Dan Mirkin
SNR Member

News
‘Sigurfari’

I am heading a project regarding the recording and deconstruction of the 
ship Sigurfari at the Akranes Folk Museum in Iceland. I am seeking advice 
from institutions and museums in neighbouring countries as this is the 
first time a ship will be methodically recorded and deconstructed here.

I am looking for advice on the recording and deconstruction process, in 
particular the method for recording. Do you know if such a project has 
been executed in the UK? Or do you know of any similar projects abroad? 
All suggestions and advice is much appreciated.

We would like to organize an international workshop for this project, 
giving students from abroad the chance to take part in the recording and 
deconstruction process of Sigurfari. I believe this could be a great learning 
opportunity for students in various fields, including shipbuilding and 
archaeology. Therefore I am looking for universities or institutes that 
might be interested in taking part in such a workshop. Do you know of 
any that might be interested?

Sigurfari is a ketch-rigged smack, built in 1885 at the shipyard of John 
Wray & Son in Burton upon Stather, UK. Originally named Bacchante, 
she is the last surviving ship built at Burton. Sigurfari was sold to Iceland 
in 1897 and in 1919 to the Faroe Islands where she spent most of her 
working life. Sigurfari was returned to Iceland in 1974 as an endeavor to 
preserve a part of Iceland’s maritime history. Today, she is the only decked 
vessel still in existence that sailed in Icelandic waters. Sigurfari has been 
at the museum area (on dry land) in Akranes since 1975. She was partially 
restored in the years leading up to her centenary celebration in 1985. 
However, lack of funding has resulted in the fact that Sigurfari is now in a 
poor state of preservation. After consultation with the national museum it 
has been decided that Sigurfari will be recorded and deconstructed. Some 
select pieces may be preserved at the museum for later research purposes 
or sampling if needed. This is the first time that this will be done in Iceland. 

For more information on Sigufari, and a picture, see http://
burtonstatherheritage.org/shipping/164-bacchante 

Eva Kristín Dal
Archaeologist and Project Manager

Akranes Folk Museum, Iceland
eva@menntunogminjar.is

http://burtonstatherheritage.org/shipping/164-bacchante
http://burtonstatherheritage.org/shipping/164-bacchante
mailto:eva@menntunogminjar.is
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The Woodland Trust’s Jutland Appeal

The Woodland Trust has been planting trees across 
England for years, and plans to plant 70 million trees 
by 2025 – that’s one for every man, woman and child 
in the UK.

The trust has now asked the Society to join in 
creating Jutland Wood, a growing tribute to those 
who sacrificed so much at the battle of Jutland. 6,097 

trees will be planted in Langley Vale Wood, Surrey, to commemorate the 
naval personnel from the Grand Fleet who lost their lives in two days at 
Jutland. 

This is the Woodland Trust’s most exciting and ambitious project ever, 
which will say ‘thank you’ to all those who served their country during 
the First World War. To commemorate the centenary of the First World 
War and pay tribute to all those who fought to defend their country at sea, 
the Woodland Trust will plant more than a million new native trees and 
create four new Centenary Woods, one for each nation of the UK.

Vice-Admiral Sir David Steel has made a personal appeal on behalf 
of the Woodland Trust: Jutland Wood will be an enduring and living 
memorial to those who gave their lives at sea during the First World War. 
For generations to come, people of all ages will enjoy its presence, while 
remembering those sailors who did not return to land. Please be part of 
this wonderful memorial project.

How can you help?

£20: As a member of the public you can share this project by dedicating a 
tree in Jutland Wood. You will receive a dedication pack and a certificate 
and information on the location of your tree. 

£500: To help create a beautiful avenue, dedicate a semi-mature tree.

£1,950: Plant and establish a ‘Naval Oak’ to represent each of the 14 ships 
sunk in the battle including HMS Queen Mary and HMS Indefatigable. 
Each of the semi-mature oaks will be marked with a porthole, the name of 
the ship and the number of crew lost.

£15,000: Plant and dedicate an acre grove of 700+ trees in honour of the 
four Victoria Cross recipients: Major Francis Harvey, Commander Loftus 
Jones, Commander Edward Bingham and Boy (1st Class) John Cornwell.

To donate, go to: woodlandtrust.org.uk/jutland 

‘The Mean Time’

Newsletter of the Greenwich Maritime Centre

The first issue of The Mean Time, the GMC’s newsletter, highlights some 
of the recent achievements and opportunities related to maritime issues 
at the University of Greenwich. As the GMC develops, it will bring you 
plenty more exciting news in the future. The newsletter is divided into 
three sections:

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/jutland


Topmasts no. 19

30

• Events and Engagement
• Research News
• Maritime Education

These reflect the three main focuses for achieving the goals of the GMC.
Despite being very early days for the GMC, many new things are 

happening here already. In particular, we are very pleased to announce the 
first GMC conference, to be held this September, on ‘Society and the Sea’. 
Covering several  different themes, from blue economy and innovation 
through to history, heritage and the arts, we hope it will be attended and 
enjoyed by a wide range of maritime experts and professionals.

We are also involved with various other activities, including engaging 
with maritime artists, supporting and delivering research seminars and 
talks, and developing new maritime degree courses.  We are continually 
looking for new and innovative ways to support and promote the maritime 
world and to build new partnerships and collaborations. So if you have 
some ideas you would like to discuss please do get in touch.

http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=de66d4d334403ad5d0031f8ca
&id=6d0bc91823&e=527b94feb5 

Conference Reports
Report on the Annual Conference of the 

North American Society for Oceanic History (NAOSH), 2016 

NASOH’s annual conference had as this year’s theme: 
‘Periculum Maris Spes Lucri Superat: Fisheries, Trade, 
Defense and the North Atlantic World’. Always on the 
move around the American coastline, the group met on this 
occasion in New England at Portland, Maine, USA, between 

11 and 14 May 2016. This NASOH meeting was a joint conference with 
the Naval Historical Foundation, the North Atlantic Fisheries History 
Association, and the Society for the History of Navy Medicine. 

The conference was organized into 17 sessions with some 50 papers 
presented on a wide range of topics and periods. The highlighted speakers 
were at the beginning and the end of the conference: Lincoln Paine, gave 
the opening keynote plenary address on ‘Maritime Maine: History and 
Renaissance’ and Dr. Joshua M. Smith, who closed the conference with a 
banquet address. Smith’s address on ‘How to Abandon Ship: the Sinking 
of SS Robin Moor’, 1941 was based on a major display that he had recently 
organized as director of the American Merchant Marine Museum located 
at the US Merchant Marine Academy, Kings Point, New York. In between 
there were two plenary forums. The first was a discussion devoted to 
‘Erasing the History/Historical Archeology Divide in Maritime Research’.

Among the papers on topics associated with British history or 
by individuals with British institutional connections were Jennifer 
Hubbard of Ryerson University, Toronto, Canada whose paper was 
‘Toward the Third Great Fishing Experiment’: Michael Graham, ‘The 
Fisheries Laboratory at Lowestoft, and the Creation of the International 
Commission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries’. Kelly P. Bushnell of 

http://www.gre.ac.uk/society-and-the-sea
mailto:gmc@gre.ac.uk
http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=de66d4d334403ad5d0031f8ca&id=6d0bc91823&e=527b94feb5
http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=de66d4d334403ad5d0031f8ca&id=6d0bc91823&e=527b94feb5
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Royal Holloway, University of London, presented on ‘ “Fish Culture” at 
the London International Fisheries Exhibition of 1883’. Alison Rieser of 
the University of Hawai’i spoke on ‘Fish, War, and Empire: the Political 
Properties of Herring’. Stephen Pitt of the University of Pittsburg spoke 
on ‘Risk, Violence, and rewards in Colonial Boston’s Logwood Trade, 
1690–1748’ while Daniel Bishop of the University of Alabama presented a 
paper, ‘Examining the Significance of Captured Vessels in the Royal Navy, 
1756–1763’. Benjamin Armstrong of the U.S. Naval Academy faculty 
and a graduate student at Kings College, London, spoke on ‘Fighting for 
Elbow Room: John Paul Jones, the Father of Naval Irregular Warfare’.

The conference included a half-day visit to the Maine Maritime Museum 
at Bath, Maine, and a two-hour sightseeing cruise of Portland Harbor and 
out around some of the islands at the south-western end of Casco Bay.

A highlight of the conference dinner was the announcement of the 
annual John Lyman Book Awards for works published in the year 2015. 
Book Prize Committee chairman Dr Paul E. Fontenoy announced the 
recipients of the awards. 

• The winner in the category of ‘Canadian Naval and Maritime 
History’ was Glenn M. Stein, Discovering the North-West Passage: 
The four-year Arctic odyssey of H.M.S. ‘Investigator’ and the 
McClure expedition (McFarland & Company).

• The winner in the category of ‘U.S. Naval History’ was John 
Darrell Sherwood, War in the Shallows: U.S. Navy Coastal and 
Riverine Warfare in Vietnam, 1965-1968 (Naval History & Heritage 
Command).

• The category of ‘US Maritime History’ had two honourable 
mentions and a winner. One honourable mention went to Mark 
G. Hanna, Pirate Nests and the Rise of the British Empire, 1570-
1740 (University of North Carolina Press); another was given to 
Joshua L. Reid, The Sea is My Country: The Maritime World of the 
Makahs (Yale University Press), with the winner being Faye M. 
Kert, Privateering: Patriots and profits in the War of 1812 (The Johns 
Hopkins University Press).

• The winner in the field of ‘Naval and Maritime Science and 
Technology’ was Wendy van Duivenvoorde, Dutch East India 
Company Shipbuilding: The Archaeological Study of Batavia and 
Other Seventeenth-Century VOC Ships (Texas A&M University 
Press)

• The winner in the category of ‘Naval and Maritime Reference 
Works and Published Primary Sources’ was Mark L. Evans and 
Roy A. Grossnick, United States Naval Aviation 1910–2010 (Naval 
History & Heritage Command).

• The winner in the category of ‘Naval and Maritime Biography and 
Autobiography’ was Dennis L. Noble, The Sailor’s Homer: The life 
and times of Richard McKenna, author of ‘The Sand Pebbles’ (Naval 
Institute Press).

Among other awards announced during the evening President Gene A. 
Smith conferred NASOH’s K. Jack Bauer Award for distinguished service 
to NASOH and life-time contributions to the field of maritime history on 
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Victor Mastone, the Director and Chief Archeologist of the Massachusetts 
State Board of Underwater Archeological Resources. Among many other 
things, Vic has been the programme chair for numerous NASOH meeting 
for many years.

The Naval Historical Foundation based at Washington was one of the 
sponsors for the Thursday evening reception and, at the closing banquet, 
presented Christopher McKee with its prestigious Commodore Dudley 
W. Knox Medal for Continuing Lifetime Achievement in the field of 
naval history. The eleventh recipient of the award, McKee was formerly 
professor and librarian at Grinnell College in Iowa and is currently 
Scholar in Residence at the Newberry Library in Chicago. Vice Admiral 
George Emery, USN (ret), a former vice president of the Naval Historical 
Foundation, described McKee’s long career and multiple achievements, 
highlighting his mentorship to many younger scholars, his articles, and 
major books, including Edward Preble: A naval biography (1972); A 
Gentlemanly and Honorable Profession: The creation of the U.S. Naval 
Officer Corps, 1794–1815 (1991); and Sober Men and True: Sailor lives 
in the Royal Navy, 1900–1945 (2002). Now in his eightieth year, McKee 
is currently completing research and writing on his next book, Ungentle 
Goodnights: Life in a home for elderly naval sailors and marines, 1891–
1895, a social history of the first 541 residents admitted to the United 
States Naval Home at Philadelphia. 

The next NASOH conference will be held in Charleston, South 
Carolina, in May 2017. For more information, as it becomes available, see 
the website www.nasoh.org 

John Hattendorf
Overseas Corresponding Member, USA

A New Tall ship for Ireland  
The Atlantic Youth Trust Conference, Galway 

The Atlantic Youth Trust held a conference on 12 March 
2016 to inform, discuss and debate several key conceptual 
issues on the design of a new tall ship for the island of 
Ireland. The conference consisted of professionals and 
enthusiasts from all areas of the maritime and educational 

sectors to contribute to the new maritime project implemented in the 
Stormont Agreement. The Atlantic Youth Trust intends to provide 
meaningful and often life-changing experiences through marine education 
to young people from both sides of Ireland’s border. The core objectives 
include youth development, peace building, maritime education and 
economic development while providing an ambassadorial role through the 
professional operation of a new tall ship for the island of Ireland. 

The main presenters in the first session were Captain Jim Corr, tall ship 
captain and maritime educationalist, Dr Dermot Stokes, youth development 
professional, Andrew Byrne youth worker, and Neil O’Hagan, executive 
director of the Atlantic Youth Trust. The debate touched on a number 
of core issues and through sea experience it is hoped to maximize the 
educational opportunities for young and disabled people, through the use 
of the Atlantic Youth Trust’s resources.

There was a wide-ranging dis cussion on the type of vessel that would be 

http://www.nasoh.org/
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suitable, with an emphasis on the 
types of activity it would be used 
for and the safety of those aboard. 

Following research into both the 
ship design and general operations 
of the vessel. The Atlantic Youth 
Trust has decided to emulate the 
educational model based on the 
Spirit of Adventure Trust and their 
tall ship Spirit of New Zealand. 
This model has provided similar 
if not identical services to the 
youth of New Zealand for over 40 
years and has proven to be a very 

successful and effective civilian model for tall ship education and operation. 
Much of the debate at the conference centred on two main themes: the 

best educational experience and the best possible means of constructing 
and operating a tall ship, which is the next phase of the project. 

Thomas van Es of Dykstra Naval Architects, who is not only a naval 
architect but also an experienced tall ship and licensed sailor, gave some 
valuable information and opinion to the overall material management of 
the project and other fundamental constructional concerns. His illustrated 
lecture not only detailed the merits and drawbacks of embarking on such 
a project but more importantly provided information on how some of 
the conceptual ideas envisioned by the Atlantic Youth Trust effected the 
material completion of the intended vessel. His lecture also included a 
detailed description of the overall ship design and many of the key design 
considerations. 

Members of the Trust such as Lord Glentoran, John Killeen, Enda 
O’Coineen, and indeed the marvellous host of the event Neil O’Hagan, 
commented on the progress of the project. O’Hagan gave an important 
presentation on the administration of the project and provided commentary 
on the several potential benefits and drawbacks within the finer project 
details. This also included comments about where the ship might be built 
and hinted that it may have to be built outside the island of Ireland. It also 
included very informative commentary on the concerns around the various 

government regulatory 
boards that influence and 
regulate ship construction 
and operation. O’Hagan 
also briefly outlined not 
only where the project lies 
on the political landscape 
but when the various stages 
the financial commitments 
might be expected to evolve. 

Later Cóilín Hernon of 
Carna, Co. Galway, (an 
Irish-speaking area) gave a 
wonderful illustrated lecture 

on the history and lore of 

A design concept for a new tall ship for Ireland Picture: 
Atlantic Youth Trust

The Galway Hooker Nora Bheag at Abu Dhabi, photograph by 
Coillin Hernon
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Galway hooker, which included a 
synopsis of the recent cultural exchange 
by sailing the hooker Nora Bheag at 
Abu Dhabi. Such cultural exchanges 
he mentions not only broaden the 
horizons of the participants but 
also the spectators who took a great 
interest in the hooker noting many 
parallels between the Galway hooker 
and the dhow. 

Two young people present at the 
conference were invited to comment 
on their tall ship experiences and 
provided important perspectives into 
youth development through maritime 
experience. These perspectives added 
a very telling reflection on the debate, 

which were primarily and unintentionally directed to a predominantly 
older audience. 

It is also worth noting the pride and professionalism that the Atlantic 
Youth Trust has brought to this project and although this was not 
mentioned at the conference it was understood by all the experienced 
mariners in attendance. 

Hopefully a tall ship for the island of Ireland will create a greater 
awareness that this island needs to grow a more proactive maritime policy 
in all sectors in order to sustain the future. The work and experiences of 
such vessels create a greater understanding of our marine environment and 
such a ship can not only inspire greater awareness of that environment but 
also promote future industry through vocations into a myriad of maritime 
fields. The operation of a tall ship can not only potentially promote 
greater respect for the world’s marine environments in all its marvellous 
biodiversity through sea-education and experience but a greater awareness 
of resource management, scientific understanding and national security.

It is encouraging that unilateral funding has been agreed by the 
parliaments in the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and the United 
Kingdom for the project. Hopefully the funding will soon be released by 
the Governments, and that it seems the time is near when we shall have a 
new tall ship for the island of Ireland to build on the marvellous legacies 
of ships such as the Asgard II and Lord Rank and to renew the admirable 
work with the disaffected young people of Ireland that these ships served. 

Anybody wishing to find out more or donate to the project can do so 
through the website: http://www.atlanticyouthtrust.org/

Seán T. Rickard
Overseas Corresponding Member for Ireland 

The Irish Maritime Forum: Revolution on an Island 
Conference Commemorating Maritime Aspects 

of the 1916 Rebellion

The Irish Maritime Forum (IMF) hosted a third maritime history 
conference titled ‘Revolution on an Island’ on 2 April 2016 at the National 

Another design concept for the tall ship for Ireland, 
courtesy of Atlantic Youth Trust

http://www.atlanticyouthtrust.org/
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Maritime College of Ireland in 
Ringaskiddy, Co. Cork, Republic 
of Ireland. The main theme 
focused on remembering maritime 
aspects of the 1916 Easter 
Rebellion that invited debate and 
commentary. The presentations 
focused on such themes as: British 
naval power during the period; 
naval warfare of the Great War; 
and more poignantly, influence 
of the Royal Navy not only on 
Irish politics, but in its efforts and 
operations in quelling the 1916 
Easter Rebellion. It should be 
remembered that the 1916 Easter 
Rebellion was a pivotal event in 

Irish history which served as the main catalyst that ultimately led to the 
formation of the Republic of Ireland. The 1916 Easter Rebellion, now 
in its centenary year has not only been very widely commemorated and 
celebrated on the island of Ireland but by Irish people around the world. 

The IMF also touched on themes such as the historic Irish republican 
leadership during the period and their relationship with the sea or indeed, 
as it was suggested during the many lectures, their lack of it. Topics such 
as: the German-Irish gun-running expedition of the SS Libau, known in 
Irish history by its assumed name ‘Aud’. A fascinating presentation on a 
modern survey of the wreck of the Aud located at the entrance to Cork 
Harbour highlighted the important work of the retrieval and restoration 
of a couple of her anchors by a team from the Mobile & Marine Robotics 
Research Centre from the University of Limerick; a lecture by Jerome 
Devitt, a PhD candidate at Trinity College Dublin, described British naval 
interests in Ireland in the nineteenth century, particularly in subverting 
revolution; and Dr Ian Speller of the National University of Ireland 
Maynooth, a British citizen, gave an excellent lecture on the Influence of 
Sea power on Ireland and the effects on the 1916 Easter Rebellion. 

One of the main objectives of the Irish Maritime Forum is to raise 
awareness in Irish people of Ireland’s extensive maritime dimension, 
particularly to the west of Ireland, and it is important that the people and 
Government of Ireland maximize the potential of the marine environment. 
Only through greater understanding, education and interaction, can Ireland 
recover the past and build new maritime traditions that fully appreciates 
our historical relation to the maritime dimension, as the leaders of 1916 
might have envisioned for the future of Ireland. 

Comments and thoughts on strategies for increasing awareness of 
Ireland’s maritime dimension called on ways for combating ‘sea blindness’ 
as it is damaging to the state and its maritime interests. ‘Sea blindness’ is 
a general misunderstanding and lack of appreciation of the magnificent 
potential the maritime domain has for the future generation of our country. 

Before the end of the IMF Chief of Staff of the Irish Defence Forces, 
Vice-Admiral Mark Mellett, DSM, INS and Commander Brian Fitzgerald 
INS provided an interesting commentary on development of Ireland into 

Attendees at the Irish Maritime Forum commemorating 
maritime aspects of the 1916 Rebellion, photograph by Cdr 
Brian Fitzgerald, INS
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a maritime nation, including details of the ongoing humanitarian role the 
Irish Naval Service is playing in the Mediterranean and the development 
of Ireland as a maritime nation. 

The conference was a great success, and in future may need to find 
a larger venue in order to accommodate the growing interest in Irish 
maritime matters.

Seán T. Rickard
Overseas Corresponding Member for Ireland

Maritime Heritage East and its Conference

Maritime Heritage East (MHE) is an active network of maritime museums 
and heritage organizations in Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk. Founded in 2005, 
the network meets two or three times a year to exchange ideas, support 
and learn from each other. We have at least one training event that helps us 
develop relevant skills, be it restoring ship models or old photographs, or 
oral history, as well as learning more about specific aspects of the maritime 
world, both past and present. One public manifestation of our network 
is the website, www.maritimeheritageeast.org.uk . This website provides 
both a web presence for the individual organisation and also enables it 
to create a virtual exhibition of its own, which can co-ordinate themes 
with fellow members. The website is designed for each member to make 
their own contribution to their contents. We have employed a part-time 
website support officer to help individual museums make the most of the 
MHE website. 

For the last couple of years MHE has also gone out to the public with 
a joint display of members at maritime venues, last year having a presence 
at six maritime festivals. 

The network is run voluntarily by the members with modest funding 
from Arts Council England via SHARE Museums East. To ensure that we 
can fund all our developing ideas, we ask that members contribute £30 per 
year if they have a single site on the website.

It was probably about ten years ago that Robert Simper (a local author) 
spoke to me about the conferences that the South West Maritime History 
Society ran and said what a pity there was nothing like it on the East Coast. 
This thought must have been at the back of my mind when I, as chairman 
of MHE, suggested that perhaps we could put on a conference covering 
East Anglian Maritime Heritage matters. My thought was that it would 
be a day, open to the general public which took an interest in maritime 
heritage, not just for member organisations. 

Members liked the idea and the history department of the UCS, now 
the University of Suffolk, offered to host the event. We came up with 
a very open title ‘East Anglian Maritime Heritage Past, Present and 
Future’. We put out a call for papers through MHE itself, The Maritime 
Curators Group and the Society for Nautical Research, as well as various 
academic channels via UCS . We took the decision that we would not 
be publishing the papers presented, as we felt that this may put off some 
potential speakers. We had a good enough response to be able to select a 
range of vaguely linked papers that we hoped would attract people with 
a range of interests. We gave ourselves and our potential speakers plenty 
of time and booked the caterer. We costed the event so that, whilst it cost 

http://www.maritimeheritageeast.org.uk
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MHE a modest amount that we could just cover from out small funds, and 
the attendee’s fee just covered the cost of tea, coffee and lunch. We could 
not fly speakers in from the far ends of the earth, as we were just able to 
contribute a modest amount towards part of the cost incurred for those 
who had travelled from well outside East Anglia. Otherwise it was just a 
free lunch for speakers.

It worked; we had 65 attendees on the day. We would have been even 
happier with another 20, or even 30, but it was a good crowd and I hope 
our speakers felt it was worthwhile – I certainly did. Topics covered 
included ‘Suffolk Estuaries – Scandinavian Ships’; ‘Beach Boats of East 
Anglia’; ‘The provision of sailcloth to the Sixteenth-century Navy’; and 
‘Life’s a Beach’, seaside fashions over the years in Southend.

We may well do it again but, as before, give ourselves plenty of time, so 
we can get a good range of speakers and have everything well publicized 
well in advance. As far as I am concerned, that was the secret of our success.

Des Pawson MBE 
Chairman, Maritime Heritage East

British Commission for Maritime History 
‘New Researchers in Maritime History’

Conference Report Plymouth University, 15–16 April 2016

Under the gaze of Sir Francis Drake’s statue on 
Plymouth Hoe, on 15 and 16 April 2016 the British 
Commission for Maritime History met for its 
annual ‘New researchers conference’. Traditionally 
the conference is held in the spring of each year and 
moved around Britain being hosted by a variety of 
universities and museums. The host this year was 
Plymouth University’s history department led by 
Dr H. Bennett and Dr E. Murphy. The University 
is located in not only one of the true homes of the 
Royal Navy but the wider UK south-west, with its 
deeply embedded links to maritime culture and the 
broader fabric of Britain’s Naval heritage. Plymouth 
is at the core of the UK’s maritime identity making 

it ideally suited to host the conference. Today the university boasts links 
with many of the local Naval training establishments and has a growing, 
vibrant and enthusiastic history department which is increasingly focused 
on offering a true home port to maritime history and naval research. 
Plymouth has grown in confidence to promote its proud maritime heritage 
and the impact this has had on both national and international affairs, 
while highlighting and indulging in playful rivalry with the other south 
coast naval base, Portsmouth. Queen Elizabeth’s ‘sea dog’ Sir Francis 
Drake, and the tale of how Drake’s drum would beat when England is in 
need, proved the backdrop for this year’s conference. A year that marks 
one hundred years since the battle of Jutland, where ship’s companies at 
the battle are rumoured to have reported hearing Drake’s drum beat as 
they charged across the North Sea to face the Imperial German Navy in 
the May of 1916. 
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Dr Bennett opened 
proceedings by welcoming 
attendees to Plymouth and 
describing the city’s unique 
place in local, national and 
global maritime events. The 
Keynote address was delivered 
by Dr J. D. Davies [http://
www.jddavies.com] ‘Sail away 

from the safe harbour: Myths, Audiences and Communication in Maritime 
History’. The keynote focused on current issues with the discipline of 
maritime research and some of the techniques and methodologies on 
challenging myths with particular emphasis on reaching out and engaging 
with new audiences. Conference attendees were then shuttled by the 
University to take a tour of Devonport Naval heritage centre which is 
located in the naval base’s South Yard. The heritage centre boasts a vast 
collection of archives and materials primarily related to Devonport’s naval 
role that spans at least four centuries. The centre is entirely volunteer 
run with few resources to promote its work and collections, deepening 
a sporting style rivalry with Portsmouth which contains the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy. This was further highlighted when plans to 
preserve HMS Plymouth, a distinguished warship of the 1982 Falklands 
war, were thwarted in 2014 resulting in the scrapping of the ship. The 
premature withdrawal of Type 22 frigate HMS Cornwall in 2011, followed 
by the scrapping of HMS Plymouth removed icons of not just British 
national identity but predominantly that of local pride and heritage. 

The second day was arranged into a platform of four themes: Age of 
Sail, Maritime Technologies, Maritime Cultures and Modern Navies. The 
opening presentation was by Steve Garnett (Canterbury Christ Church 
University) ‘An “illegal” war: the causes of the Anglo-Algerine War, 
1677–1682’. His research suggests that to understand England’s transition 
from a minor maritime nation to global superpower, we must pursue the 
domestic and international context of relationships such as that between 
England and Algiers. Second in this theme was Charlotte Willis (Cranfield 
University) ‘Archaeology of a Naval Burial Ground: a Case Study from 
Haslar Hospital’. Charlotte provided an update on the ongoing project to 
document the extensive archaeology of the grounds and burials of British 
sailors before the site is turned over for redevelopment. The findings 
of the research are extensive. The project is now approaching a decade 
in length and is challenging our understanding of healthcare during the 
age of sail. Charlotte specializes in burial archaeology and is currently 
working on projects dating to the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
Third, Rikard Drakenlordh (Bath Spa University) ‘Diplomacy vs Trade: 
The Diplomatic Problem of the Free Port Marstrand During the American 
Revolution 1777’. Rikard explored the complex diplomatic issues of the 
period demonstrating just one small area of his PhD research into British-
Swedish relations in the era of the American revolutionary. Concluding 
the session was Tim Burns (independent scholar) ‘Mutineers, Ministers 
and the Media: the Dynamics of the 1797 Mutinies’. Tim first highlighted 
the significance of the date being 219 years since the beginning of two 
major mutinies by sailors of the Royal Navy, and then described his use 

http://www.jddavies.com
http://www.jddavies.com
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of statistics to enhance his research methodology into public feeling and 
media reaction to the event during the period.

The second theme was started by Erika Jones (University College 
London) ‘The Baillie Sounder: Following the Telegraph Cable Network 
Through the Challenger Expedition’. Her AHRC funded project is filling 
a vital gap in historical study by focusing on the history of science by 
discovering how knowledge about the oceans was constructed during the 
voyage HMS Challenger from 1872–1976. Neil Bennett (University of 
Wales) ‘The Social and Economic Impact of the Introduction of Steam 
Trawling and Seine net fishing on West and South Wales at the end of 
the Nineteenth Century and Through the Early Twentieth Century’. Neil 
extensively explored trawling and fishing history in West and South Wales 
and the challenges the fishermen and boat owners faced. Concluding this 
session was Gareth Jones (Plymouth University) on ‘The Royal Navy and 
the Development of the Nuclear Power’. Gareth’s research is detailing the 
development of nuclear power for the Royal Navy and how this fits into 
the wider development of UK and US nuclear technological progress. He 
is focusing on engineering aspects of this topic, and gaining access for the 
first time to critical sources and information highly classified His research 
when completed is likely to shake up our understanding of the area and 
inspire further study into the history of marine engineering. 

The third theme, Derek Janes [Exeter University] presented his paper 
‘Fine Gottenburgh Teas: The North Sea Trade of Eyemouth c. 1750–
1780’. Derek explored trade and smuggling of teas in North Sea trade 
and how business took place in British ports. Simon Smith (University 
of Portsmouth) ‘“I name this ship”: Pageantry in the Royal Navy and the 
“forgotten” Participants, c. 1890–1914’. Simon looked at the ideological 
foundations and events that took place at events such as the launch of a 
warship. Simon’s PhD research aims to investigate the experience of sailors 
in the Royal Navy during the radical modernisation it underwent in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Colin Bargery concluded the 
session with a lively session ‘You Landsmen All Come ‘List to Me: How 
Popular Songs about Steamboats made landlubbers aware of the Sea’. His 
paper details the songs that bought to attention the sea and sailors to the 
public. It included audience participation in a sing-a-long and discussions 
on sea shanties. 

The final theme was led by Louis Halewood (Merton College, Oxford). 
Louis holds the John Roberts MC3 (Great War) scholarship. His paper 
‘A Piece of Gross Impertinence’? Re-evaluating the Naval Battle of Paris’ 
For his PhD research he will re-examine the Anglo-American naval 
partnership during the First World War and the Paris peace conference 
and will expand our understanding of the co-operation and competition 
between Britain, France, Italy, and the United States as naval powers 
between the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, and the Washington 
Naval Conference of 1921–2. Concluding the conference James W. E. 
Smith (Kings College London, Laughton Unit) delivered his paper ‘The 
Admiralty’s Final Champion of the Naval Message: Lewin of Greenwich’. 
James summarized some aspects of his 2015 MRes thesis ‘The End of 
Admiralty and its Impact on British Defence Policy 1955–1964’ that has 
led on to PhD study which focuses on the British Admiralty. His research 
has filled a vital gap in knowledge by detailing the naval perspective on all 
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aspects of the final years of the Admiralty including the methodologies 
and debates that led to its abolition and the creation of the Ministry of 
Defence. James argued that ‘knowing the end of the story is as important 
as the beginning and middle. Every researchers’ study period here exists 
when the Admiralty was in command and control of the Royal Navy, 
understanding the Admiralty’s abolition is vital to understanding the 
Royal Navy’. 

The broad set of papers demonstrated the relative good health that 
all aspects of the maritime research field are in. The quality and depth 
of research identifies how the thread of the maritime narrative is richly 
and deeply embedded with the development of the British Isles and all 
facets of our lives, past present and future. The range of presenters further 
showed how research in a not so obvious field encounters the maritime 
world with regular frequency and opportunities for interdisciplinary 
development exists to improve the skills of all researchers. The future 
researchers conference eliminates criticism that future maritime research is 
in jeopardy, both the age range of presenters and breadth of research show 
the field is in competent hands. The ethos of encouraging all researchers to 
reach out and engage with other fields and audiences to demonstrate how 
the maritime past has shaped the world we live in was an active topic of 
discussion. This was aptly reinforced in James’s conclusion that the ability 
to reach out and engage furthered historians’ understanding and the wider 
public’s ability to understand the world around them. He commented that 
naval historians have a tendency of being ‘inwards looking’ when in reality 
their work is essential to ensure and enhancing the quality of national 
debate across a range of issues. In conclusion he remarked: ‘Historians have 
a role in shaping and informing modern policy while facilitating debate, 
they should not shy away from this responsibility’. The naval service itself 
did not escape criticism; the lack of engagement by the Royal Navy with 
researchers was leading to ‘a dangerous cocktail where it was dependent 
on a select few and it was abandoning an ‘lessons learnt culture’ that could 
potentially ensure it lagged behind other navies when understanding its 
past to guide its future’. He also presented the argument to the conference 
that naval and maritime history does not end in 1945 as had become a 
commonplace attitude for some. The link between ceasing research and 
so-called ‘demise’ of the maritime world was a poor excuse to avoid the 
events of the latter twentieth century. 

James W. E. Smith 
Kings College London

7th International Conference on Maritime Transport 
in the Nautical Faculty of Barcelona

This article begins with a short explanation of the origins 
and motives of these meetings organized by the Department 
of Nautical Science & Engineering of the Nautical Faculty 
of Barcelona.

A few years before the beginning of the second 
millennium, the director of the said Department, then Dr 

Juan Olivella Puig (1946–2006), thought it would be of great interest to 
assemble and make accessible to everyone information about the progress 
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and improvements of ships, and the 
science and activity related to the 
maritime world, and also look at 
trends and the possible evolution in 
the future. 

On 23–25 April 1997, and as 
a trial only for Spanish people, a 
Congress was convened, named ‘I 
Congreso Nacional de Investigación 
y de Innovaciones Tecnológicas 
en el Ámbito Marítimo’ (First 
National Congress of Investigation 

and Innovations in the Maritime Area), with the assistance of more than 
55 experts, and the submission of papers, which were published in the 
proceedings. The congress was a great success and this has led to it being 
repeated about once every two years, not only for Spain, but for the entire 
world. So congresses were held in Barcelona in 2001, 2003, 2004, 2006, 
2007, 2009, 2014 and 2016, in Cádiz in 2000 and in Bilbao in 2002; they 
were international, and the official language was English

A call for abstracts, with guidance and deadlines, is circulated about 
one year in advance, to universities, naval schools and other centres or 
academies related to the shipping and shipbuilding sectors by https://
mtconference.upc.edu/, and e-mail mt@cen.upc.edu. The abstracts are 
considered by the Scientific Committee, and for the 2016 Congress, this 
committee was formed by 33 professors from the following universities: 
Croatia (2); Montenegro (1); Norway (1); Poland (5); Serbia (2); Slovenia 
(1); Spain (17); Sweden (1); Turkey (1) and Venezuela (2). The number and 
distribution varies in every congress.

Usually the first day of the congress begins early morning with the 
opening of the registration desk followed with a welcome to participants. 
Then, the session follows with the presentation of some papers by their 
authors (20 minutes each). Around noon there is a break of about two 
hours for lunch, and then a new session is started until early evening. There 

is always a coffee or tea break in the morning 
and, sometimes, another in the afternoon. At 
the end of the last day, the president of the 
congress addresses some words to the delegates, 
summarizing the subjects of all sessions and 
expressing his pleasure and satisfaction for the 
development of everyone of them. There is also 
a congress dinner in a local restaurant.

The dinner at the 2007 congress was really 
extraordinary because it coincided with the one 
commemorating the 75 years of the building of 
the palace where the Nautical Faculty is housed, 
so it was held in its proper hall, in which can 
be seen several hanging signs of the event. (The 
hall is majestic: it seems that the building is in 
effect a box around the 74-gun ship model, 
length 3.6 metres, beam 0.6 metres and height 
0.48 metres,which can be seen from every floor.) 

The Nautical Faculty of Barcelona

Hall of the Nautical Faculty

https://mtconference.upc.edu/
https://mtconference.upc.edu/
mailto:mt@cen.upc.edu
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At that dinner were about 190 people, 80 of them as participants and 
companions, and 110 as guests to the building celebration. 

During all the congresses there has been a programme of entertainment 
for delegates as well as those accompanying them. In 2016 this included 
food tasting, a demonstration of building a human tower and a visit to the 
Maritime Museum.

Laureano Carbonel Relat
Overseas Corresponding Member, Spain

Conferences
Society and the Sea

15–16 September 2016, Greenwich Maritime Centre, 
University of Greenwich, London 

The newly established Greenwich Maritime Centre (GMC) is pleased to 
announce its first international interdisciplinary conference on the theme 
‘Society and the Sea’. Themes include: Blue Economy; Conservation 
and Environmental Change; Human Health & Wellbeing; Heritage and 
the Arts; Governance and Security. For more details go to: http://www.
britishnavalhistory.com/cfp-society-sea-conference/ 

Sea Lines of Communication: Discovery

17 November 2016, Hartley Suite, Highfield Campus, 
University of Southampton

Themes include: How do you rediscover centuries-old maritime history? 
the discovery of new technologies to address current problems; new 
ways of improving mariners’ physical and mental health; how do new 
and novel technologies affect the interpretation of the law? how does our 
understanding of maritime geography influence literature? how do we 
adapt to the effects of global climate change? 
For more details email: smmpg@soton.ac.uk. 

History of Diving Conference and AGM

5 November 2016, RNLI College, Poole

Subjects include: The history of Swimmer Delivery Vehicles; Operation 
Tadpole, the Royal Navy frogman anti-sabotage operations in Gibraltar 
during WW2; Captain Trevor Hampton AFC; and Treasures from the 
Deep. Tickets for the Conference cost £30 and include morning and 
afternoon refreshments. Tickets for the Society’s Annual Dinner in the 
evening cost £40. 

Tickets can be bought at the Society’s website, www.thehds.com

http://www.gre.ac.uk/ach/gmc/home
https://maritimeatgreenwich.wordpress.com/2016/04/05/society-and-the-sea-conference-call-for-papers/
http://www.britishnavalhistory.com/cfp-society-sea-conference/
http://www.britishnavalhistory.com/cfp-society-sea-conference/
mailto:smmpg@soton.ac.uk
http://www.thehds.com
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RINA Historic Ships

7–8 December 2016, RINA HQ 
8–9 Northumberland Street, London, WC2N 5DA 

From the trader junks of China to the battleships of WW2, historic 
ships are an important link to our seafaring past. And as the skills and 
techniques used to construct and operate our historic ships fade out of 
living memory, now is an important time to highlight the struggles of 
researchers, enthusiasts and engineers as they preserve and restore our 
maritime heritage.

For more details go to: http://www.rina.org.uk/Historic_Ships_2016.
html 

Maritime Masculinities, 1815–1940

19–20 December, 2016, Oxford, UK

Cultural ideals of masculinities also underwent considerable shifts in a 
period that in civilian life advocated differing styles of manliness including 
Christian manliness, muscular Christianity, and the domestic man, and in 
the armed forces deployed tropes of masculinity such as bravery, stoicism, 
and endurance to the extent that military and maritime models of manliness 
were held up as aspirational models for all men. This conference seeks to 
analyse how such changes influenced change and continuity in popular 
understandings of masculine identity, manliness, and the seafarer. http://
porttowns.port.ac.uk/maritime-masculinities/ 

The Nautical Archaeological Society

5–6 November 2016, with an excursion on 7 November 
University of Glasgow’s Western Infirmary Lecture Theatre Suite

The Nautical Archaeology Society and The SCAPE Trust are pleased to 
be partnering for this conference, a weekend of exciting opportunities 
to discuss research and review the archaeological activities of members, 
friends and colleagues and exchange ideas on our maritime cultural 
heritage. http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/content/nas-and-
scape-conference-2016-land-sea 

Call for Papers
Current Research on Scottish and International Maritime 

History, Annual Scottish Maritime History Conference

Wednesday, 12 October 2016, 
Mitchell Library, North St, Glasgow G37DN

Papers are invited for this one-day conference on ‘Current Research on 
Scottish and International Maritime History’. The deadline for proposals 
is 31 August 2016. Proposals should be sent to Professor Hugh Murphy 
and Dr Martin Bellamy at marinersmirroeeditor@snr.org.uk. Attendance 
is free but booking is essential. To book a place, please contact Christine 

http://www.rina.org.uk/Historic_Ships_2016.html
http://www.rina.org.uk/Historic_Ships_2016.html
http://porttowns.port.ac.uk/maritime-masculinities/
http://porttowns.port.ac.uk/maritime-masculinities/
http://www.scapetrust.org/
http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/content/nas-and-scape-conference-2016-land-sea
http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/content/nas-and-scape-conference-2016-land-sea
mailto:marinersmirroeeditor@snr.org.uk
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Leslie:  Christine.Leslie@Glasgow.ac.uk. Further details: CFP Scottish 
Maritime History 2016, http://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_473988_
en.pdf

Lectures
Greenwich Maritime Research Seminars

All seminars will be held between 16.00 and 17.00, and will be followed 
by refreshments. Members of the museum, adult learners, independent 
researchers, academic and university students are welcome to attend the 
seminars. If you would like to receive a hard copy of the programme 
please contact the Research Administrator on 020 8312 6716 or research@
rmg.co.uk 
http://www.gre.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1159340/Greenwich-
Maritime-Seminar-Programme-2016.pdf 

24 August 2016, National Maritime Museum, Seminar Room 
Understanding the Cultural Ecosystem Services Derived from Small-
scale Fisheries through Sense of Place Dr Tim Acott, University of 
Greenwich, and Dr Julie Urquhart, Imperial College London 

28 September 2016, University of Greenwich, Venue TBC 
Beyond Slavery: the Royal Navy, Legitimate Trade and Imperial 
Encounters on the West Coast of Africa, c.1820–1900 Julia Binter, 
Collaborative Doctoral Student, NMM   

26 October 2016, National Maritime Museum, Seminar Room 
Piracy off the African Coast in the 21st Century Dirk Siebel, doctoral 
student, University of Greenwich 

30 November 2016, University of Greenwich, Venue TBC 
Royal Naval Hydrography and Marine Surveying, 1830–50 
Megan Barford, Curator of Cartography, NMM 
14 December 2016, National Maritime Museum, Seminar Room 
The Sea and British Identity in Early Film Dr Victoria Carolan, 
University of Greenwich

Maritime Themes
An Informal Lecture Series with Lunch 

at the Cutty Sark pub, Ballast Quay, Greenwich
Nick Hawker has recently set up Maritime Themes, a programme of tours, 
trips and talks exploring and celebrating our maritime heritage; from naval 
warfare and safety at sea to the fishing industry and the environment. This 
year’s programme encompasses a diversity of subjects ranging from ‘Ships 
and Shipwrecks’ to ‘Seven Maritime Events that Changed the World’. For 
the time being talks take place at the Cutty Sark Pub on Ballast Quay at 
11.30 on a Wednesday morning (fortnightly through the autumn). Most 
people stay for a pie and a pint and some chat afterwards. The autumn series 
starts with ‘ “Up river to Hampton Court”:  a river trip’ on Wednesday 
28 September at 11 a.m., in conjunction with London Historians. The trip 
will be led by Christopher Winn who is the author of the best-selling I 
Never Knew That About the River Thames. http://maritimethemes.co.uk

mailto:Christine.Leslie@Glasgow.ac.uk
http://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_473988_en.pdf
http://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_473988_en.pdf
http://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_473988_en.pdf
http://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_473988_en.pdf
http://www.gre.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1159340/Greenwich-Maritime-Seminar-Programme-2016.pdf
http://www.gre.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1159340/Greenwich-Maritime-Seminar-Programme-2016.pdf
http://maritimethemes.co.uk/
http://maritimethemes.co.uk
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The Port of Wisbech, Cambridgeshire 
Regional History: Linked Seagoing and River Traffic

The Wisbech and Fenland Museum’s forthcoming programme includes a 
lecture involving the above theme, provided by the Fenland Lighter Project 
(regularly featured in Topmasts). The lecture is scheduled for 1.00  p.m. 
Wednesday 2 November 2016, at the Wisbech and Fenland Museum, 
Museum Square, Wisbech PE13 1ES . Further information from Geoff 
Hill (Museum Friends): geoffhill1@hotmail.co.uk. The speaker is HJK 
Jenkins, author of the article on the Fenland Lighter Project in Topmasts.

The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings 2016/17

The Heritage Evenings take place in HQS Wellington, moored opposite 
Temple underground station on the Embankment. The usual start time is 
now 1830, with the Wardroom bar open from 17.45.

12 September 2016 Experiences of a Thames Pilot Captain John 
Freestone

10 October 2016 A Baltic Escape Commander David Parry
14 November 2016 Operation Husky Vanessa Jenkins
12 December 2016 Covert Operations in WW2 Rear-Admiral John 

Lang

The lectures are followed by an optional supper, two courses and a glass of 
wine, at a cost of £32 (£27 for WT Friends) with a donation of £5 requested 
from those who attend the talk only.

Bookings for the talk (and supper) should be made by the Thursday 
prior to the talk, by calling Alison Harris (0207 836 8179) or email to 
info@thewellingtontrust.com 

http://www.thewellingtontrust.com/trust/news?pnum=1 

Event
Fiji: Art and Life in the Pacific

15 October 2016–12 February 2017 
The Sainsbury Centre, University of East Anglia, Norwich 

A specially commissioned, 8-metre-long drua, 
or double-hulled canoe, crafted by Fijian boat-
builders using centuries-old techniques, will 
be the exciting centrepiece of the largest and 
most comprehensive exhibition about Fiji ever 
assembled.   Also revealing stunning sculptures, 
textiles, ceramics, and sea ivory and shell regalia, 

it will take the visitor on a journey through the art and cultural history of 
Fiji since the late eighteenth century. 
http://scva.ac.uk/art-and-artists/exhibitions/fiji-art-and-life-in-the-pacif-
ic 

mailto:geoffhill1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:info@thewellingtontrust.com
http://www.thewellingtontrust.com/trust/news?pnum=1
http://scva.ac.uk/art-and-artists/exhibitions/fiji-art-and-life-in-the-pacific
http://scva.ac.uk/art-and-artists/exhibitions/fiji-art-and-life-in-the-pacific
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Books by Members
Paul Brown Maritime Portsmouth, The History Press, 2016, 
192pp., £16.99, isbn 9780750965132

Portsmouth Dockyard was once the largest industrial 
complex in the world and the Historic Dockyard is now 
one of the country’s most popular tourist attractions. The 
book focuses on the history of the dockyard and naval base, 
incorporating new research on the dockyard in the twentieth 
century, including both world wars and the run-down in the 
eighties. This is complemented by descriptions of all the other 

maritime heritage sites in Portsmouth and Gosport, such as the Submarine 
Museum, Priddys Hard, the Gunwharf and Old Portsmouth. There 
is extensive coverage of the historic ships in Portsmouth and Gosport 
including Victory, Mary Rose, Warrior, M33 and Alliance, and histories 
of the commercial port and the Spithead sea forts. A wealth of full colour 
illustrations and archive images have been included in this new edition.

Peter Grindal, Opposing the Slavers:The Royal Navy’s 
campaign against the Atlantic slave trade I. B. Tauris, 2016, 
896 pp., £75.00, isbn 9781784533878

Much is known about Britain’s role in the Atlantic slave 
trade during the eighteenth century but few are aware of the 
sustained campaign against slaving conducted by the Royal 
Navy after the passing of the Slave Trade Abolition Act of 
1807. Peter Grindal provides the definitive account of this 
little known yet important part of the British, European and 
American history. Drawing on original sources to provide 

a comprehensive and engaging narrative of the naval operations against 
slavers of all nations – in particular Portugal, Spain, the Netherlands and 
Brazil, he describes how illegal traders sought to evade treaty obligations, 
reveals the obduracy of the USA that prolonged the slave trade, and shows 
how, despite inadequate resources, the Royal navy’s 60–year campaign 
forced slavers to expend ever greater sums top conduct their business and 
confront the losses inflicted by capture and condemnation. This work that 
will transform our understanding of the Royal Navy’s campaign against 
the Atlantic slave trade.  http://www.ibtauris.com 

Robert Malster North Sea War 1914–1919, Poppyland 
Publishing, 2015 pp168, £14.95, isbn 9781909796157

This is a comprehensive account of the First World War 
in the North Sea, telling the story of the destroyers and 
light cruisers of the Harwich Force, the driftermen and 
trawlermen of the eastern counties who went to sea for the 
duration, the submarines that patrolled the coastal waters 
and ventured across the ocean on raiding missions. It tells 
of naval fliers who fought the menacing Zeppelins and 
includes the account of the men of the east coast fishing 

http://www.ibtauris.com/Books/Humanities/History/History%20specific%20events%20%20topics/Maritime%20history/Death%20Diplomacy%20and%20the%20Atlantic%20Slave%20Trade%20Naval%20Campaigns%20of%20Suppression.aspx?menuitem=%7bDFF51E2F-C0BA-4928-ACC4-415188DCDEE8%7d
http://www.ibtauris.com
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ports who took their skills and their tiny vessels much further afield for 
purposes such as preventing enemy U-boat movement off the Italian coast. 
Author Robert Malster adds North Sea War 1914–1919 to his developing 
of maritime series, which already includes two volumes on the maritime 
history of Norfolk and next year will include a Suffolk volume. The book 
can be purchased at shops and museums across East Anglia or directly 
from the www.poppyland.co.uk web site.

John Brooks The Battle of Jutland, Cambridge University 
Press, 2016, 571 pp., £34.99, isbn 9781107150140

This is a new account of the Battle of Jutland, the key naval 
battle of the First World War in which the British Grand 
Fleet engaged the German High Seas Fleet off the coast of 
Denmark in 1916. Beginning with the building of the two 
fleets, John Brooks reveals the key technologies employed, 
from ammunition, gunnery and fire control to signaling and 
torpedoes. He then examines the opposing commanders’ 
tactical expectations and battle orders. In describing Jutland’s 

five major phases, he offers important new interpretations of the battle 
itself, of how the outcome was influenced by technology, and of the tactics 
and leadership of the principal commanders, with the reliability of their 
own accounts of the fighting reassessed. The book draws on contemporary 
sources that have rarely been cited in previous accounts, including the 
dispatches of both the British and German formations, along with official 
records, letters, diaries and memoirs.

University Courses

University of Exeter

MPhil and PhD courses in Maritime Historical Studies

The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies is the oldest established centre 
for this specialism in a British university. The Centre seeks to promote 
research into economic, social, political, naval and environmental aspects 
of the British maritime past from the earliest times to the present day. 
The Centre holds termly research seminars (in conjunction with the 
Society for Nautical Research), an annual international Maritime History 
Conference and a twice-yearly Strategic Policy Studies Group symposium 
(with associated publication). 

See the website of the Centre for Maritime Historical Studies.

University of Hull

BA History with Maritime History; MA and PhD

Maritime history is the study of humankind’s relationship with the seas and 
oceans. It is a sub-discipline of ‘History’ and cannot survive intellectually 
or philosophically without it. Since humans are terrestrial, the history of 

http://www.poppyland.co.uk
http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/
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their encounters with the sea is implicitly an extension of the history of 
lands and their peoples.

The Department of History offers  the BA History with Maritime 
History in the field of maritime historical studies. Maritime history modules 
are also offered to students registered on the History Department’s MA 
programmes, while supervision is available for those seeking to undertake 
a PhD.

For more information see:
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistoricalstudiesce.aspx 

Portsmouth University

MA Naval History, one year full time or two years part time 
distance learning

What was the Royal Navy’s role in British history, and that of its 
empire?  Why did Nelson become such a hero and how was he 
depicted? Through a unique partnership with the National Museum of the 
Royal Navy, this programme explores these questions in the context of 
400 years of naval history. You will examine the importance of the Royal 
Navy to British and global history, while engaging with the life of the 
ordinary sailor in peace and war, the cult of the naval hero, and the navy – 
and its sailors – in popular culture. To do so, you will draw on a range of 
naval experts, curators, and primary sources, including the rich collections 
of Portsmouth’s naval museums. The flexible distance format allows you 
to learn from leading naval experts as well as the latest scholarship and 
debates in the field. For full details see:
http://www.port.ac.uk/courses/history-politics-and-social-studies/ma-
naval-history/

University of Malta

MA Global Maritime Archaeology

In October 2016, the University of Malta will be offering a new international 
master’s programme in Global Maritime Archaeology. This 13-month 
intensive course is being offered in collaboration with the University of 
Western Australia and Western Australian Museum.

This MA in Global Maritime Archaeology is intended to expose students 
to a broad range of facets that fall within this discipline. Students will be 
able to start and develop their careers in the field of archaeology with 
special emphasis on the maritime and underwater sub-disciplines of the 
subject. Furthermore, students may use the skill garnered from this robust 
course to pursue careers that are not related to archaeology. Skills-sets 
acquired throughout the one year duration of this programme are multi-
dimensional, flexible and most importantly, desirable to stakeholders and 
employers.

We would like to announce that we are offering a scholarship for the 
coming academic year. For further information see:

http://www.um.edu.mt/icp/ma-marine-archaeology

http://www2.hull.ac.uk/ug/2014-courses/history-maritime.aspx
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/ug/2014-courses/history-maritime.aspx
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/pg/2012-postgraduate-courses/arts-humanities/history.aspx
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/pg/2012-postgraduate-courses/arts-humanities/history.aspx
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistoricalstudiesce.aspx
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Society for Nautical Research Membership 
Report

1 April 2016 to 30 June 2016

New Members
Edward Feege, Maryland,USA
Elizabeth Haywood, London
Lindsey Pennick, Sheffield, Yorkshire
Michael de Ruyter, Glenalta, South Australia
John McKay, British Columbia, Canada
Jon Wheale, Whyteleafe, Surrey
David Collier, Pompano Beach, Florida, USA
Patrick Schifferdecker, Pine City, Minnesota. USA
Jeffrey Shoemaker,  Chicago, Illinois, USA
Martin Bainton, Bungay, Suffolk
Sebastien Hamel, Maisone-Alfort, Val-de-Marne, France
Christopher Kretzschmar, New Brunswick, Canada
Glen Weaver, Odessa, Texas. USA
Gary Wilson, Kettering, Tasmania, Australia
Carlos Alfaro Zaforteza, Palma de Mallorca, Balears, Spain
Steve Sacco, Chicago, Illinois, USA
William Roka, Elmhurst, New York, USA
Christopher Heal, Alton Hampshire
Caroline Withall, Surbiton, Surrey
David Davis, Ridgeland, Mississippi, USA
Pierre-Yves Manguin, Paris, France
David Hathorn, Fareham, Hampshire
Matthew Collette, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA
Dr Keith Bird, Pawleys Island, South Carolina, USA
Nyle Monday, Campbell, California, USA
John Ross, Henfield, West Sussex
Philip Hardy, Wakefield, Yorkshire
James Campbell, North Chesterfield, Virginia, USA
John Dillon, Wokingham, Surrey
Peter Moore, Hammersmith, London
Kirstin Downey, Washington DC, Columbia, USA
Nicholas Robins, Gifford, Oxfordshire
David Boursnell, Sheffield, Yorkshire
James Preston, Basingstoke, Hampshire
Ian Cowrie, London
Frederick Smith, St John’s, Newfoundland, Canada
Wiggo Eriksen, Hordaland, Norway
Anthony Wood, Northallerton, Yorkshire
Andrew Bedwin, Warrington, Cheshire

Students
Susan Walker, Glastonbury, Somerset
David Burton, Wells-next-Sea, Norfolk
Sarah Jones, London
Ryan Mewett, Groton, Connecticut, USA
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Laura Jayne Burkinshaw, Worksop, Nottinghamshire
Sarah Pickman, Brooklyn, New York, USA
Adam Landa, London
Connor Kurtz, Alberta, Canada
Stephen Keane, Driffield, Yorkshire

Reported Deaths
Dr A. McGowan, Beckenham, Kent
S. H. Jollye, Newton Abbott, Devon
S. J. Stephenson, Loughborough, Leicestershire
R. J. Hayhurst, Burnley, Lancashire
M. R. C. Parr, Padstow, Cornwall
Dr P. W. Johnson, Jefferson, Maryland
R. K. Lamb, Buckfastleigh, Devon
P. J. Wild, Solihull, Warwickshire
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