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Chairman’s Column
You will have seen from the News page of the website that some articles 
relating to Mary Rose from The Mariner’s Mirror archive currently have 
been made free to access by publishers Taylor & Francis. These Mary Rose 
articles are the first ‘editor’s selection’ to be made available: Dr Martin 
Bellamy, our Honorary Editor of The Mariner’s Mirror, has chosen some 
of the best articles from the archive relating to Henry VIII’s warship and 
its role in the Tudor navy.

Prior to the rediscovery of the wreck of the Mary Rose by Alexander 
McKee in 1971, little historical research had been recorded concerning the 
ship, but all this changed once diving on the wreck commenced. Since the 
mid-1970s and following the raising of the hull in 1982, the Mary Rose 
has become the focus of ground breaking research that has informed a 
reinterpretation of the Tudor navy. Some of the research has resulted in 
the articles now forming part of the ‘editor’s selection’. Leading maritime 
historians of previous generations including L. G. Carr Laughton, Michael 
Lewis and Frank Howard have explored the design and armament of 
the ship, and current maritime historians such as Geoffrey Parker and 
Nicholas Rodger have provided more analytical approaches to what the 
ship can tell us about the development of naval tactics. Margaret Rule, the 
archaeologist responsible during the excavation and raising of the Mary 
Rose published a short piece highlighting a significant discovery from 
the 1975 diving season. Material evidence from the wreck subsequently 
provided the basis of some excellent scholarship including an article by 
medical historian Surgeon Vice-Admiral Sir James Watt which used the 
evidence of a surgeon’s chest recovered from Mary Rose to reassess the 
practice of Tudor surgery, and David Pulvertaft’s recent article followed 
meticulous examination of the ship’s figurehead/badge which was raised 
during the 2005 diving season.

The Mary Rose selection of articles celebrates the re-opening of the 
Mary Rose Museum in the Historic Dockyard at Portsmouth and marks 
the culmination of the works to rehouse the Mary Rose hull and the items 
retrieved during the archaeological excavations. As many of you will 
know, I should declare an interest. I was a trustee and the chairman of 
the trust from 1995 to 2010, and remain a vice-president. The major task 
during that time was the conservation and preservation of the hull and the 
artefacts, and the raising of the money to enable that work to proceed.   
However, during that period we also explored the options for the future, 
and that led to the decision to rehouse both the hull and the artefacts 
in a new purpose built museum. Following a competition, and with the 
assistance of the Heritage Lottery Fund, a team of architects was chosen 
and a major fund-raising programme started. The result was the major re-
opening of the museum in July of this year when the final stage of the new 
museum was complete, and with conservation of the hull at last finished, 
the hull could be displayed from all sides. If you would like to read more, 
The Archaeology of the Mary Rose in five volumes has been published by 
the trust and details the research work conducted by the trust over the last 
40 years. I would encourage you to visit the new Mary Rose Museum – 
end of commercial.

Further ‘editor’s selections’ of related articles from the archive on 
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different subjects will be available from time to time in the future and I 
am sure that Martin would welcome any thoughts on possible collections 
of articles that would be of particular interest to members. Once again, 
this is an example of the benefits arising from our relationship with our 
Mariner’s Mirror publishers, Taylor & Francis.

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s Notes

Welcome to the November edition of Topmasts. I hope readers will find 
something of interest. Topics include the stranding of Herzogen Cecilie, 
an incident involving the French navy in the Mediterranean in the First 
World War, a mysterious inscription on a grave, Columbus memorials in 
Spain and the Royal Navy in north China. There are also the familiar news 
sections, including an update from the Netherlands, and a bumper crop 
of members books. Many thanks to all the contributors, I seem to have 
plenty of material for each edition, but that is only because members and 
readers regularly put pen to paper. Please keep it up!

Over the last few years, the Society for Nautical research has been going 
through a quiet revolution: The Mariner’s Mirror archive is fully searchable 
online, the website has been updated and hugely improved, including the 
revitalized Forum, and you can see the changes to this newsletter. Now we 
are moving into social media with a Facebook page, Twitter and Instagram. 
These will be reviewed in 2017 to see whether they are contributing to the 
wider awareness of the Society, and whether members are using the sites 
to follow the activities of the Society and within maritime history. 

Nigel Blanchford 
topmasts@snr.org.uk

Floating around Salcombe

Your editor has asked me to provide a bit of an introduction to my 
speculations regarding the final passage of the Herzogin Cecilie. I will 
therefore draw on the work of David Clements, expert on all things four-
masted. David is hard at work producing Square-rigger Sunset, a 6,000-
page opus which will give information concerning build, voyages, cargoes 

and crews of every commercial 
four-master, and I am drawing 
on the 31-page section on the 
Herzogin Cecilie.

Here is a quick summary of 
her history. She was built in 
Bremerhaven, for Norddeutscher-
Lloyd Co., named after Duchess 
Cecilie of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
rigged with double topsails, 
double topgallant sails and royals, 
with double gaffs on the topmasts, 
and launched 22 April 1902. She ‘Herzogin Cecilie’ (Courtesy David Clements)



Topmasts no. 20

4

was intended as a training ship, with 81 crew and 59 cadets. Taken by the 
Chilean navy in 1918, she became part of the war reparations to the French 
government, who sold her to Gustav Erikson in 1921 and her first master 
was Reuben de Cloux. After he retired, Sven Eriksson took command. 
At the time of his appointment he had passed his master’s exam, but not 
received confirmation, so Captain Hugo Karlsson was skipper from 19 
July 1929 until 17 August 1929. Do not confuse this Karlsson with Elis 
Karlsson, long-time chief mate of the Herzogin Cecilie.

The Grounding
It is March 2016: I decide to hop down from Salcombe to the Yealm. As 
I go past the Hamstone and Sewer Mill, I think it is odd that nobody has 
done an exposé of the wrecking of the Herzogin Cecilie here on 25 April 
1936. The relevant tomes are Basil Greenhill and John Hackman, ‘Herzogin 
Cecilie’ (1991); Derby’s detailed The Tall Ships Pass, 1935, part II, pp. 179–
391; and The Duchess by the skipper’s wife, Pamela Eriksson, 1958. She 
(née Bourne) was a South African, who loved commercial sailing ships. 
She had been a working passenger on the Herzogin, leaving Wallaroo in 
October 1933 on passage to Belfast. The skipper was her future husband, 
Sven (see her book Out of the World, 1935). 

The ship left Port Lincoln, loaded with grain on the 28 January 1936. 
After a fast run, she dropped anchor off East Falmouth, Cornwall on 23 
April. On arrival she was arrested for hitting the fishing boat Rastede in the 
Kattegat on the way out. The ship’s brokers, H. Clarkson of London, paid 
£2,500 bail (about £125,000 in today’s money). On 24 April, the skipper 
and mate were ashore for lunch and they got clearance to sail at 15.30, 
when the ship was released from arrest. Returning to the vessel, Eriksson 
immediately ordered the ship to get under way. My guess is that they had 
not expected to sail that day, but the skipper either could not afford to upset 
Gustav Erikson and/or was drink-confident. Some of the crew’s affidavits 
referred to the officers showing the effects of drink, but not being drunk. 
However, it is the skipper’s wife’s account that seems crucial. When they 
come back to the ship, she says, ‘But surely we’re not sailing tonight?’ He 
replies that they are, because the wind is from the south-west (a freeing 
direction for up-channel) and will strengthen. ‘As he said this another tide 
rose in me, dark and threatening. Urgent and imploring, words tumbled 
out of me. [He is adamant] . . . I went on begging him, even going as far 
as crouching at his feet and holding on to his legs.’ (The Duchess, p. 163)

OK. Bourne is a bit of a drama queen, but what does she sense? The 
obvious interpretation is that she can see more than the crew and she 
knows her husband is drunk. 

There were so many errors. Not streaming the log on raising the anchor 
contributed to the disaster, so that they had to guess how far south-east 
they had sailed from their anchorage off East Falmouth before turning east. 

There is clearly too much north in the courses put down in the log. 
Greenhill and Hackman have plotted the log course and the course the 
ship must have sailed to hit the Hamstone, allowing for leeway and tidal 
set, and conclude ‘the two positions obtained are considerably apart, 
the second being nearly 20 miles northeast of the first’ (Greenhill and 
Hackman, p. 173) and this on a passage of some 47 miles! But it is worse 
than that. 
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Mrs Eriksson says her husband was up and on watch all that night. 
In fact, the chief mate, Elis Karlsson, was in charge from midnight to 4 
o’clock. The helmsman (captain by the time of the interview) Hjelt says, 
‘We did not sail the courses like those drawn on the chart’ (Greenhill and 
Hackman, p. 171) and Eriksson in his declaration says that ‘at 2 o’clock 
the course was changed to S84E’ (p. 171) while the log gives N74E (p. 
170). It appears that the log was written up afterwards. Is this why Mrs 
Eriksson (The Duchess, p. 243) tells us the log was lost? 

Eriksson seems to have given up after the stranding, for it was his wife 
who organized the salvage attempts and corresponded with the owner. 
Gustav Erikson never offered Sven another sailing, for besides having 
wrecked the ship he let his wife sunbathe in the nude while visible from 
the mizzen rigging, and was a bully. However, Karlsson was also a bully 
and Erikson offered him a command, the Penang, but his nerves were too 
shot. 

The Wreck Site
Back in March 2016, on the next day the weather was forecast to break in 
the afternoon, so I scuttled back to Salcombe soon after first light. 

Herzogin Cecilie was refloated thanks to pumps borrowed from 
Devonport dockyard. The death of the vessel was due not to the skipper 
– accidents could and did happen to these large vessels. In a letter to 
Mrs Eriksson, Gustav Erikson wrote that ‘During the past year with ten 
shipwrecks of which three were total losses . . . my debts at home have 
increased by Mks. 2 million’ (Greenhill and Hackman, p. 180). Maybe, but 
perhaps he also had his own agenda. He was famous for his sailing ships, 
but was actually moving into motorized vessels.

He had refused the request for her to be towed to Plymouth, which 
would not have greatly added to the expense, where she could have been 
safe inside the breakwater. Instead, the Herzogin Cecilie was towed to 
Starhole Bay, on the western edge of the cliffs outside Salcombe. She could 
not get into the shelter of the harbour because the harbour authorities 
would not admit her cargo of wheat, which was giving off poisonous fumes. 
But, of course, this must have been known before the tow. According to 

Greenhill and Hackman, Erikson 
was not prepared to spend a penny 
on salvaging the ship or repairing 
her, and ‘saw the move to Starhole 
Bay more as a means of increasing 
her scrap value than increasing the 
possibility of salving and repair’ 
(p. 185). This was not an insurance 
scam, as none of Eriksson’s sailing 
ships were insured. 

As I start shaping up on the 
transit, I reflect that there is a 
whole lot of useful and enjoyable 
research that could be done on 
the last months of this fine vessel. 
I look across to Starhole. It is so 
wide open that to leave a vessel 

The wreck of the ‘Herzogin Cecilie’ (Courtesy David 
Clements)
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that size in a bay open to the swell caused by the Venturi effect as the coast 
narrows between Prawle and Bolt Head, and open to south-easterlies, the 
leading edge of gales caused by lows above the British Isles, beggars belief; 
and the gale duly arrived on 18 July. She was pounded on sand above rock 
and her keel smashed. 

It was Gustav Erikson that the books all write up as the saviour of 
commercial sail, who deliberately and knowingly put her in that position. 
The skipper wounded the Herzogin Cecilie, but not mortally. It was the 
owner who killed her. 

Mike Bender
Honorary Fellow, History Department, University of Exeter

SNR Member

Maritime History North
Objectives and Information

Maritime History North was founded in 2012 for the benefit of those 
who live in the north of the United Kingdom. It provides education and 
information and encourages interest in all elements of maritime history 
with particular emphasis on that relating to the UK, the Royal Navy 
and the Merchant Fleet by the provision of seminars, discussions and 
presentations given by academics and others in a social, informal manner. 
It is affiliated to the Society for Nautical Research and the 1805 Club and 
is supported by the Naval Review.

The society aims to produce two seminars annually, in spring and 
autumn. These will be hosted primarily across the north of England but 
may also be in Scotland and Northern Ireland as opportunities permit. It is 
the intention of the committee that seminar locations will rotate between 
the west and east coasts of the north country to ensure ease of access to all. 
Specific locations will be selected as part of the development of the annual 
programme.

Members’ interests range from naval and mercantile history, including 
the Napoleonic Wars and the First and Second World Wars, to shipbuilding, 
civil and naval architecture, the fishing industry, strategy of seapower and 
arctic exploration.

To date, we have held successful seminars in Hull and Liverpool covering 
subjects such as ‘The Unrestricted Submarine Warfare of WWI’, ‘Food 
and the Sea’, ‘Maritime Merseyside’ (which covered the pilot service, the 
Blue Funnel Line, the Canadian Pacific connection, the work of the port 
chaplain, the Titanic and the two Mauritanias) and, most recently, our 
Jutland 100 commemoration.

We are now planning our seminars for late 2016, 2017 and 2018 in 
northern venues. We propose that our second 2016 seminar will be based in 
the north-west on the theme of ‘Maritime Manchester’. This will examine 
the links with Liverpool through the Manchester Ship Canal, the wealth 
created in the north-west of England through slavery, sugar, cotton and 
the export of manufactured goods as well as connections with the Royal 
Navy in this most commercial of port areas.

For spring 2017, we anticipate returning to the east coast, probably 
to Newcastle upon Tyne, hopefully with a visit to the Turbinia (the first 
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steam turbine-powered steamship, built as an experimental vessel in 1894 
by Charles Parsons and easily the fastest ship in the world at that time) and 
looking at the impact of Parsons Engineering, Swan Hunter shipbuilding, 
the Walker and Elswick shipyards, the wealth created through ‘black 
diamonds’ and the links with the Royal Navy.

We welcome members and attendees from all parts of the UK (and 
abroad) and further information and membership application forms 
should be requested from the treasurer and membership secretary, Lt 
Cdr Alison Telfer RD at treasurer.mhn@gmail.com or from the chairman, 
Captain Bob Eddleston OBE RD at robert.eddleston@hotmail.co.uk.

Subscriptions for 2017 will be £15 with a small charge made for 
refreshments at each event. Members may attend each seminar at a 
favourable rate (apart from refreshments). Non-members are very 
welcome and for these, a seminar fee (as well as a contribution towards 
refreshments) will be levied.

11 December 1916: a very unusual day 
in the Mediterranean

Early December 1916, a small convoy – two French 
merchant vessels, SS Magellan and SS Amiral Magon, 
escorted by HMS Cyclamen – was en route from Port Said 
to Marseilles.

The Magellan was a liner, displacing 6,000 grt, launched 
in 1897 under the name of Indus by the La Ciotat shipyard 

for the Compagnie des Messageries Maritimes (CMM), based in Marseilles. 
Fast and luxurious, Indus and her three sister ships were to carry passengers 
and mail on the Far East route, from Marseilles to Yokohama. They had 
been designed to counteract the arrival on a similar route of two brand 
new ships belonging to the P&O Co., SS India and SS Caledonia. 

Renamed Magellan in 1904, when she was transferred to the South 
America route, she was requisitioned in December 1914 for the duration 
of the war. Initially used to transport troops and equipment of the Corps 
expéditionaire d’Orient from France to the port of Moudros in Lemnos 
Island during Gallipoli campaign, she later returned to the Far East route 
as a troop and mail carrier. In 1915 she had been fitted out by the wartime 
service AMBC (Armement militaire des bâtiments de commerce) with two 
47 mm guns (6-pounders) placed on the fo’c’stle then, in January 1916, in 
accordance with the special arrangement for the armament provided to the 
CMM flagged ships, she had two more 90 mm guns mounted on the stern. 
These guns were manned by a team of six regular gunners provided by the 
Marine Nationale and led by a quartermaster. 

Launched in 1904 for the Compagnie des Chargeurs Réunis (CCR), 
based in Le Havre, the Amiral Magon was a cargo liner of 5,600 grt, sailing 
on a route between Marseilles, Saigon and Haiphong. Requisitioned in 
October 1914 to serve as a hospital ship in the Channel and the North Sea 
she has been refitted six months later as troop transport and returned to 
her previous eastern route.

Both coming from the Far East, the Magellan (Master J-B. Rosati) and 
the Amiral Magon (Master Lenormand) had left Port Said independently 

mailto:treasurer.mhn%40gmail.com?subject=Maritime%20History%20North%20seminars
mailto:robert.eddleston%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=Maritime%20HIstory%20North%20seminars
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on 6 December, each of them escorted by a torpilleur d’escadre (destroyer). 
In the late afternoon on the 8th, south of Cerigotto Island, the two groups 
rendezvoused with Cyclamen, an Arabis class minesweeping sloop. 
The two merchant vessels were aggregated in a single convoy under the 
protection of the newcomer, while the two French men-of-war turned 
back to new tasks. The sloop’s commanding officer, Lt Cdr J. S. Page, 
RN, gave his sailing instructions for the night: three ships in line ahead, 
Cyclamen first, Magellan in the middle and Amiral Magon at the rear; 
course to west-north-west, speed 9 knots, hoping it would be slow enough 
for the straggler to keep pace. 

When the sun rose on the 9th, the wind had strengthened and, as it 
was blowing from ahead, Amiral Magon was diving into it: her speed had 
dropped to 8 knots or less, as had the speed of the convoy. To try and 
minimize the danger, Page changed his orders for the day-time period: 
Amiral Magon will stay steady on course at the best speed she could 
achieve, while, at 13 knots, Cyclamen ahead and Magellan at the rear will 
be zigzagging 35° or 40° on either sides. As the straight heading of the 
Amiral Magon was giving a perfect view of the general course, one can 
doubt about the results of such a tactic.

At dawn on the 11th, the three ships were at about 20 miles SE of the 
Italian island of Pantelleria. The sky was overcast but the seas were fair 
with just a residual swell from the west and the wind had fallen to a light 
breeze blowing from the northwest. Although the weather conditions had 
improved, the navigation orders had not been changed to relieve the poor 
laggard, whose speed was now varying from 8 to 10 knots. Page was on 
the bridge of Cyclamen, in company with the number one, looking at the 
flock he has been shepherding for three long days. He was apprehensive: 
at all times that one of them might be a target for a German submarine. 
Though he said nothing, he thought all the more.

Suddenly, around 09:30, he saw a large column of water spouting on 
the starboard side of the Magellan then he heard the din of an explosion. 
Although his initial feeling was that she had fired one of her guns and for 
an unknown reason the shell had exploded close to the side, he ordered to 
clear for action stations and came hard to starboard heading toward her, 
full ahead. At the same time, he ordered Amiral Magon to proceed toward 
Bizerte at the utmost speed and send a basic report to the Admiralty, in 
Malta: ‘SS Magellan torpedoed at 9-30 a.m., 11th December in Lat. 36-33 
N and Long. 12-09 E; sinking.’

The radio mast and the WT aerials of the liner, damaged by the explosion, 
were quickly repaired and SOS signal was transmitted and was received by 
Malta Radio Station at 09:50. Rosati, who was on the bridge, confirmed to 
Page that his ship has been struck, three seconds apart, by two torpedoes. 
Convinced that his ship was sinking, he had already decided to evacuate as 
soon as possible; lifeboats and rafts were already being lowered.

As he was closing, Page realized that she was far more severely damaged 
than he had thought. He assessed the situation and concluded: 1) as not 
a sign of a submarine was to be seen, his presence as a combatant was 
useless; 2) although terminally damaged, the liner was still in safe trim 
and able to carry out an evacuation safely; 3) Malta HQ had promised the 
prompt arrival of further assistance. He therefore decided not to remain in 
this dangerous area. Having dropped four of his Carley floats to support 
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rescue operation, he left the Magellan to her sad fate and, proceeded 
towards Cape Bon and Bizerte, in company with the Amiral Magon. At 
11:00, when they last saw her, the wreck still seemed to be well afloat.

The various signals sent by the distressed ship had been received in 
Malta and, to assist the survivors, the officer in charge of the operations, 
Rear-Admiral Ballard RN, immediately dispatched some British auxiliary 
patrol boats who, by chance, were conducting an anti-submarine patrol 
less than 15 miles away. All relevant information was broadcast to the 
Allied naval forces in the area and Captain Ch.-L. Mornet, FN, the head 
of the French delegation in Malta, had them retransmitted to his national 
authorities.

By coincidence, two other French ships were nearby, heading from 
Alexandria to Marseilles: the SS Sinaï (Master N. Martino), a cargo liner 
of 4,600 grt, carrying 54 passengers, launched in 1889 by the La Seyne 
Shipyard, also for the CMM, and her escort, a torpilleur d’escadre of 
the Arquebuse class, la Sagaie (Lt L-Ch. Lafon). Both received the 
distress signals. Recognizing the urgency of the situation, Lafon headed 
immediately towards the sinking ship but still feeling responsible for the 
safety of the Sinaï, he ordered her master to keep away from the submarine 
threat and to steer for Cape Bon at maximum speed. Martino who, in his 
heart of hearts, felt his duty to contribute to the rescue mission, voiced his 
own feelings, ‘seul maître à bord après Dieu’ (Only master on board after 
God), he ignored the order and went to the rescue of his crippled brother. 
A signal from the Sagaie received around 11:00 – ‘Venez vite au secours 
du Magellan, torpillé.’ (Come quickly to help the Magellan, torpedoed) 
– confirmed his judgement and decision. Nevertheless, throughout the 
subsequent court martial the magistrates did consider ‘qu’il avait, à la fois, 
violé les règles de la manœuvre et les prescriptions de la prudence’ (He 
had, at the time, broken the rules of operation and the requirements of 
common sense).

Arriving in the area at about 11:40, the Sagaie and the Sinaï immediately 
began rescuing survivors from Magellan’s life boats and rafts and, at the 
same time, the Sinaî lowered her own life boats to try to rescue the few 
Magellan’s passengers who, terrified, had already jumped in the water. 

The senior officer on the spot, Lafon had taken charge of the operation, 
and ordered that the survivors be sorted: military and state personnel, as 
well as the liner’s crew should be taken on board the Sagaie and taken to 
Sidi Abdallah, the navy dockyard of Ferryville (today Menzel-Bourguiba 
in Tunisia); while the civilian passengers and the remaining part of the crew 
should be taken on board the Sinaï and taken to Marseilles. Boats were 
already moving between the sinking ship and both French vessels when 
four British armed fishing vessels arrived, two hired drifters, the Strephon 
and the Gillygate, and two former German trawlers captured in 1915, 
the Caersin, ex-Dora, and the Checksin, ex-Wulsdorf. Reassured by their 
arrival, Rosati, master of the Magellan, left his ship and joined Martino 
on Sinaï’s bridge as he felt he would be better placed to coordinate the 
operations; he was thus the first member of crew to abandon the Magellan, 
a decision which was severely criticized when he was court martialled, his 
absence was blamed for the losses which followed. 

They had to evacuate more than 600 people: 571 passengers: 138 cabin 
passengers –18 in first class, 31 in second class, 89 in third class; and 
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433 steerage passengers – 216 privates, mainly from Colonial Infantry 
and Foreign Legion and 217 civilian, ‘natives’ who were to serve as the 
workforce in French factories; officers included, the crew was at least 
230 strong, including the six AMBC gunners and the large contingent of 
Somali stokers who boarded at Djibouti. Among the troops was corporal 
Eugène Deloustal, my grandfather, his wife and their two sons who were 
travelling second class. 

Busy looking after the survivors, unable to manoeuvre owing to the 
large number of boats deployed and dead in the water, Sinaï was an easy 
target. Around 12:20, she was hit amidships by a torpedo and, quickly, 
took a 15° list to starboard. With most of the crew helping Magellan and 
a large number of lifeboats being already lowered to assist her, there was a 
short period of panic.

This was a totally new situation, with many more people to be rescued 
and one of the larger rescue ships crippled. Nevertheless, everyone 
remained optimistic: all the boats from both sinking ships were still 
available, two more armed trawlers had arrived, the French Alcyon and 
Normandie and, above all, the weather remained fine. Lafon amended his 
orders accordingly: the military and state personnel, as well as the crew 
of both the lost ships were to be taken by the Sagaie to Tunisia, while 
passengers and crews of both merchant vessels were to be taken to Malta 
by the auxiliary patrol boats. 

Magellan sank around 16:30, Sinaï two hours later, after a failed attempt 
at towing by Alcyon. From the Magellan 26 passengers were lost, mainly 
soldiers, and ten members of the crew; four more passengers died before 
their arrival in Malta. There was no loss on Sinaï. Deloustal arrived at Sidi 
Abdallah and his family was landed at Valetta; they were reunited two 
months later in France.

Boards of enquiry and courts martial met to investigate this tragedy. 
Both masters were found guilty: Rosati because he decided to abandon his 
ship without properly establishing her condition and because he was not 
the last person to abandon ship; Martino because he put the lives of his 
passengers at risk, although his decision was understood by most of those 
who had commanded at sea. Among the crews, some got rewards, a few 
were punished; two passengers were praised for bravery.

Survivors of this drama learnt later that they had been sunk by the 
German submarine U-63, whose commanding officer, Kapitänleutnant 
Otto Schultze, had been awarded the order Pour le Mérite, on 18 March 
1918.

Rear-Admiral Jean-Yves Nerzic, FN, Rtd
Overseas Corresponding Member, France

Naval Activity in the Vicinity 
of Wei-Hai-Wei, Northern China: Part 1

Originally built as a defence against pirates in the fourteenth century, the 
fortified walled town of Wei-Hai-Wei was situated in the north of China 
on the north-east coast of the Shantung peninsula adjacent to the Gulf of 
Pechihi. The bay on which the town was built is approximately 6 miles 
wide and 3 miles deep, and across the mouth of the bay lies the island of 
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Liu-Kung-Tao and it is this island 
that provides shelter and the deep 
water anchorage that gives the 
harbour its strategic value.

In the nineteenth century 
Britain took possession of the 
island of Hong Kong in 1841 after 
the First China War, or Opium 
War, of 1839–42. After a series of 
minor wars countries established 
trading concessions all along 
the China coast in the form of 
international trading ports. These 

ports were virtual colonies. As well as Britain, France, Germany, Japan 
and Russia all had a presence in China. Austria, Portugal, Italy and the 
United States of America were also represented. Most countries had a 
military detachment to protect the interests of their nationals.

China was a vast country with one of the oldest civilizations in the 
world, but it was beset with problems with feuding war lords, religious and 
other factions creating skirmishes and minor civil wars. From the middle 
of the nineteenth century the realisation that their war junks could not 
compete on equal terms with the warships of other nations forced China 
to move to modernizing its naval resources. Over several years ships were 
obtained initially from Britain, and then a programme of shipbuilding was 
started at home. Further purchases from Britain and Germany saw the 
establishment of what looked on paper to be a purposeful fleet. In reality 
China had developed two separate fleets which were virtually independent 
– the Nanyang or Southern Ocean Fleet, and the Peiyang or Northern 
Ocean Fleet. Poor management, misuse of funds, internecine feuds and 
revolution meant neither fleet would ever reach its potential.

Administered from their headquarters at Tientsin the Peiyang Fleet had 
a small dockyard at Taku, dockyards at Port Arthur and Tsingtao, and 
fortified anchorages at Talien Bay and Wei-Hai-Wei. Other ports used 
were Chefoo, Newchang and Chingwangtao where a port had been built 
to ship coal from the nearby coalfields. By 1894 Liu-Kung-Tao island had 
been fortified and workshops, a naval college, offices, accommodation and 
a hospital had been built, as well as a coaling jetty and facilities.  

Korea lies between China and Japan and both countries were keen to 
extend their influence in the country. In 1894 internal problems saw the 
King of Korea seek help from China who promptly sent troops to assist. 
This contravened the 1885 Tientsin treaty, matters deteriorated, and war 
was declared between China and Japan. The major battle at sea was the 
battle of the Yalu River on 17 September, and this proved a comprehensive 
victory for the Japanese.  The Chinese squadron retired to Port Arthur 
before it returned to Liu-Kung-Tao.

Port Arthur and Talien Bay soon fell to the Japanese, who then laid 
siege to Wei-Hai-Wei. It was a bitterly cold winter and by mid-February 
1895 it was all over for the defeated Chinese.  The nearby Three Peak Bay 
had been used by the Japanese as a base for the siege, and warships of other 
nations, including the Royal Navy, kept a watchful eye on the progress of 
the conflict from the bay.

Naval offices at Wei-Hai-Wei (Courtesy of the Editor)
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The Japanese had only three years to enjoy the gains it had made during 
the 1894–5 war. By 1897 Germany had staked out a hold on the Shantung 
peninsula and had occupied Kiaochow Bay and the port of Tsingtao. 
The Russians had taken charge in Manchuria and Port Arthur. Not to be 
outdone, Britain demanded a presence in the area from which they could 
keep an eye on the others, and in 1898 obtained by treaty the territory 
around Wei-Hai-Wei, as well as a 100-year lease on the New Territories 
around Hong Kong. Present in May 1898 for the signing of the treaty was 
the battleship HMS Victorious.

The territory, which came under British administration in May 1898, 
comprised an area of 300 square miles, roughly twice the size of the Isle 
of Wight. The area became known as Wei-Hai-Wei and the commercial 
port which had grown up on the mainland was known as Port Edward. 
The whole area was to be governed by a commissioner, who was assisted 
by a secretary, a medical officer, a resident chaplain and a district officer 
for the interior.  

It was a feature of colonial rule in Africa for both Britain and France to 
train and use armed forces drawn from the local population. Britain con-
tinued in this vein by raising a Chinese regiment under British officers for 
use in northern China and it was not long before this force was called upon.

Many factions in China were still opposed to their country being opened 
up for trade with the rest of the world and in 1899 one particular group, 
the anti-foreign and anti-religious Society of Righteous Harmonious 
Fists, which was more commonly known as the ‘Boxers’, rose to the fore. 
Early in 1900, with the connivance of Tui-His, the dowager empress, the 
Boxers murdered a number of Europeans and laid siege to the international 
community in Pekin. On their second attempt a large international force 
finally relieved Pekin and by August 1900 had quashed the rebellion.  
Some 34 ships of the Royal Navy’s China Fleet had been involved, with 11 
of them landing sailors and marines for service in the naval brigades. The 
Chinese regiment from Wei-Hai-Wei was garrisoned at Tientsin.

By 1902 Wei-Hai-Wei had settled down under British management. In 
the summer months the cooler climate was much more acceptable than 
that of Hong Kong some 1,000 miles to the south and many of the civilian 
population would travel north to enjoy the beaches, golf and shooting that 
were available there. It was during these summer months that the ships of 
the China fleet would come up as well, but the ships and their crews were 
restricted to the newly acquired base on the island of Liu-Kung-Tao.

The plans to redevelop the fortified base it had once been had to be put 
on hold, the cost of the Boer War being one of the contributing factors.  
The Royal Navy concentrated on providing amenities to support the ships 
with stores, a hospital and sporting facilities, with afloat support coming 
from depot ships. 

In 1904 a Japanese fleet attacked the Russians in Port Arthur and the 
story of how Russia sent naval reinforcements around the world, only 
to be humiliated at the battle of Tsushima in 1905, is well known. It was 
considered possible that the remnants of the Russian fleet might seek 
refuge at Wei-Hai-Wei, but in 1902 Britain and Japan had signed a pact of 
friendship so Britain took the easy option and banned both the belligerents 
from the harbour. However, this was not needed as the Russian ships that 
had survived managed to flee to Vladivostok.
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In 1905 the depot ship HMS Hecla was based at Wei-Hai-Wei with six 
torpedo boat destroyers to carry out trials with ‘counter-mining’ – trying 
to explode enemy mines by controlled explosion. In September two of 
Hecla’s command were caught at sea in a typhoon and washed ashore. The 
Exe and the Dee were both recovered and repaired. The situation returned 
to normal over the next few years – or as normal as circumstances would 
allow. The Royal Navy came north in the summer months to exercise at 
Wei-Hai-Wei, to sightsee on the Great Wall, visit Peking and to generally 
ensure the well being of British trade and nationals in the area.

In August 1910 four heavy cruisers, HM Ships Bedford, Kent, Minotaur 
and Monmouth had sailed from Liu-Kung-Tao bound for a goodwill visit 
to Nagasaki. On passage a ‘full power trial’ was to be carried out in poor 
weather with mist, rain and a Force 5 wind and on Sunday, the 21st, at 
04:00, Bedford ploughed into the Samarang Rocks. Of the ships company 
nineteen were caught below and drowned. All but a skeleton crew were 
evacuated by Minotaur and Monmouth but the ship was beyond saving. All 
sensitive and valuable equipment was later salvaged, some with Japanese 
assistance, and the hulk turned over to a Japanese company for breaking 
up.
1911 saw the start of a series of events which was to put China in 

turmoil for the next 40 years. The Manchu dynasty was overthrown and a 
democracy established by the Nationalists under Sun-Yat-Sen. The history 
of China in the transition from the Manchu dynasty to nationalism and on 
to Communism is a story in its own right, but for the majority of that 
time Germany, Japan, Russia, Britain and eventually the United States 
of America all had their part to play in maintaining their presence in the 
country to protect their national interests and peoples.

The First World War
When events in Europe came to a head in 1914, Germany still had a strong 
field of influence on the Shantung peninsula with their naval dockyard 
at Tsingtao which looked after their East Asiatic Fleet. Following their 
decisive victories at the Yalu River and Tsushima, Japan now had eyes on 
the German protectorates in the Pacific and on the Shantung peninsula.  
Their pact with Britain was to render assistance if Germany attacked Hong 
Kong or Wei-Hai-Wei, but as Germany was now at war with Britain it 
was seen as a good opportunity to get in on the act.

In Hong Kong all German citizens had been interned by early August 
1914 and the battleship Triumph sailed for Tsingtao carrying the 2nd 
Battalion of the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.  During the trip north 
she intercepted the German ships Hanametal and Frisia and escorted them 
into Wei-Hai-Wei.

The German East Asiatic Squadron, consisting of SMS Dresden, 
Gneisau, Nurburg, Leipzig and Scharnhorst, under the command of Vice- 
Admiral Graf von Spee, had already sailed from Tsingtao. They went on 
to defeat Rear Admiral Craddock’s squadron at the battle of Coronel on 
1 November 1914 before they, in turn, were defeated at the battle of the 
Falklands on 8 December. The last ship of the squadron was the light 
cruiser Emden which managed to escape the watchful eye of the British and 
Japanese and earn its place in the history books as a successful commerce 
raider, until HMAS Sydney finally caught up with her in the Cocos Islands 
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in the Indian Ocean on 14 November 1914. 
The German garrison remaining at Tsingtao numbered 4,000 – the 

Japanese forces laying siege numbered 23,000, so it was not surprising that 
the Germans surrendered the town and dockyard on 7 November 1914, 
one week after the bombardment started. HMS Triumph worked with the 
Japanese fleet and a British army brigade reinforced the Japanese army.

The capture of Tsingtao was used by the Japanese as the thin end of 
the wedge and they soon began to exert their presence throughout the 
Shantung peninsula. However, they continued to work with the Allies 
against Germany, taking part in the hunt for the Emden, and from 1917 
patrolling the Indian Ocean. Late in the war they provided a cruiser and 
three destroyer groups as convoy escorts in the Mediterranean.

Although China was not involved in the war a large number of Chinese 
were recruited as part of the Chinese Labour Corps to provide non-
belligerents in support of the armed forces. It is recorded that some 50,000 
labourers were recruited for work in Europe. Wei-Hai-Wei was one of 
the main recruiting bases where they were kitted out and then shipped to 
Marseilles and other French Mediterranean ports.

Dave Wright

The Ship That Never Was?

On hearing that my main interest is naval history, a fellow member of my 
local archaeological society posed me a question, ‘What type of ship was 
HMS Cornhill?’

I had to confess it was not a ship I had ever heard of and asked for the 
story behind his query. His simple tale has set me on a line of research that 
is intriguing and sad. His query arose from a survey he had carried out of 
a local village graveyard. In it he had discovered an elaborate grave (see 
picture) for the area, and had also found that the name on the gravestone 
also appeared on the local war memorial to the fallen of the First World 
War. On returning home he had carried out a number of searches on the 
Internet but could find no mention of HMS Cornhill.

My initial thought was that perhaps it was a temporary shore 
establishment of the type that popped up all over the place during times 
of war, but I promised to carry out some research and tell him what I had 
found at our next meeting.

The next day I quickly obtained the naval record of 
the deceased, something that is easy to do online through 
the National Archive. (Unfortunately not so easy with 
army records as searches and payments seem to have to 
be done through a private ancestry organization which 
leads to being bombarded with emails and offers.) The 
naval record for Joseph Percival Warby showed that he 
was part of the London RNVR division and that he had 
served from February 1917 to 15 March 1919 when he 
had died of pneumonia at an RN Hospital. His ships are 
listed as Victory, Excellent and President, the latter being 
the HQ of the RNVR in London. That is as much as his 
record tells us and no mention of HMS Cornhill.
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I have checked Kerr and Granville’s 1957 book about the RNVR and 
also Gordon Taylor’s 1983 work on the RNVR in London, simply known 
as London’s Navy. Neither work has mention of a Cornhill division in 
the London RNVR, although that is not to say there wasn’t one. I have 
also checked the very useful ‘Shore Establishments of the Royal Navy’ 
compiled by Lt Cdr B. Warlow, again to no avail. I am then left with the 
question of why the family of Joseph Warby had his headstone inscribed 
with the name of a ship that doesn’t seem to have existed. We all know that 
records from war periods are notoriously incomplete and I do not wish to 
take wild guesses that might upset any remaining relatives of this young 
able seaman who died when he was only 20 years of age. 

Are there any members of the SNR who can throw any light on this 
mystery? Is this simply an error on the part of the family or was there 
a ship or shore establishment that has evaded the records? Any help or 
thoughts would be much appreciated.

Bob Smith
SNR Member, Bobsmith.wisbech@virginmedia.com

Memorials of Christopher Columbus 
in Spain (and the UK) 

It is well known that Christopher Columbus (about 
1436/1451–1506) is considered the true discoverer of the 
New World, America.

As happens with many remarkable men, his origin is 
object of discussion and not much is known about his 
youth. His place of birth is the subject of heated discussion, 

but usually Genoa (Italy) is preferred, but even there four small villages 
nearby claim to be his actual birthplace. 

In brief, what we can say for certain is that Columbus, as a seaman, had 
a great knowledge both of the art of sailing and of the Atlantic Ocean. He 
sailed for several years between both ends of the Mediterranean Sea, and 
from Iceland (Thule) to the Gulf of Guinea, including Ireland, Britain, 
Portugal, Spain, Canary Islands, Madeira and possibly Azores Islands. He 
lived in Lisbon and Porto Santo.

It also is known that Columbus was inspired for his voyage of discovery 
by a map produced by Paolo dal Pozzo Toscanelli (1397–1482) for the 

project of attempting to reach 
India from the west; and a now 
legendary visit to Columbus 
in Porto Santo of a mariner 
and merchant, named Alonso 
Sánchez, born in Huelva, when he 
came back from an unknown trip, 
perhaps to Hispaniola, across 
the Atlantic Ocean. A storm had 
driven his ship there on a voyage 
from Huelva to Madeira, and 
he may have mentioned this to 
Columbus. Whether Sánchez is a Toscanelli’s map

mailto:Bobsmith.wisbech%40virginmedia.com?subject=HMS%20Cornhill
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real person is doubtful, although the city of Huelva is very proud of him 
and he is remembered there by his statue. 

If we look at the Toscanelli chart, which shows only a half of the Earth 
(180º of longitude), we can see that the ∆L (difference in longitude) between 
the Portuguese and Cipango (Japan) coasts is approximately 85º, while 
now from Huelva to Norfolk, Virginia, both nearly in the same latitude, 
is approximately ∆L = 70º, so the small size of Toscanelli’s Earth is clear. 
In other words, the real distance between the Canary Islands and Japan is 
10,400 miles and in the ancient map it is only 2,400.

In Columbus’s voyage of discovery there is a detail to be noted. From 
Palos to ‘India’ the expected course would be due west but instead he 
first went to Canary Islands and then steered west. Why? The answer is 
simple: he knew the currents in the Atlantic Ocean well and so he could 
benefit from the tropical stream which increased the speed of the ship. And 
his knowledge is shown again in the return trip, when a more northern 
crossing was followed, enjoying the Gulf stream.

This gives a general idea about Columbus, which is enough for erecting 
the many memorials devoted to him in Spain, even his surname (Colón 
in Spanish) is remembered in the name of many streets, avenues, squares, 
parks, restaurants, bars, and many other features throughout the country.

In 1967 Columbian sites in the two villages of Moguer and Palos de la 
Frontera (often just called Palos) were designated as Conjunto Histórico-
Artístico (‘Historic-Artistic Grouping’) and are now applying to become 
World Heritage sites. The plan is to link all monuments and objects relating 
to Columbus in each of these places. A linked video will start with Huelva, 
as it provided support for organizing Columbus’s expedition, although it 
is not included among the Columbian sites, but it does have sculptures 
and many other things relating to the discovery of America. Moguer is 
the site where the caravels Pinta and Niña were built, and where the Niño 
brothers, their owners, lived; the village also provided many seamen for 
the voyage, and its two convents were a great help. But Moguer’s passion 
for the voyage is shared with the memory of the poet Juan Ramón Jiménez 
(1881–1925), born in the same village, and Nobel Laureate for Literature 
in 1956. Palos, meanwhile, is the place from where the expedition set sail in 
1492; its monuments alone are not enough of a testament to Columbus, for 
the entire village is a true memorial of the discovery. The Franciscan friary 
of La Rábida, which we can see on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cv_29uqEjrw), was a great help to Columbus, and near it, the 
Wharf of the Caravels exhibits full-size reproductions of the three ships, 
and its museum there holds associated artefacts. The America Avenue of 
Palos can also been seen in a website (http://www.vanderkrogt.net/statues/
object.php?webpage=CO&record=esan025). There is a small error on the 
site which refers to ‘Administration Monge (?)’, but it should mention 
Luis Alberto Monge Álvarez, president of Costa Rica (1982–6). Another 
YouTube shows many of the memorials and places named in honour of 
Columbus, including a small sample of the many postage stamps issued to 
commemoration of the voyage (https://youtu.be/lJ82WTDJi6w).

Fortunately, there are many other monuments to see in Spain. It is nice 
to remember the existence of another village, Baiona, which is very proud 
of its role in the discovery of America. This is because it was the first place 
in Europe to know the about Columbus’s discovery, as the Pinta called 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cv_29uqEjrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cv_29uqEjrw
http://www.vanderkrogt.net/statues/object.php?webpage=CO&record=esan025
http://www.vanderkrogt.net/statues/object.php?webpage=CO&record=esan025
https://youtu.be/lJ82WTDJi6w
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there on 1 April 1493, while the Niña arrived in Lisbon two days later. 
Baiona has two sister cities: Palos and Santa Fe.

When Columbus died, he was buried in the Convent of San Francisco 
(Valladolid, 1506); then moved to Cartuja of Seville (1509), Santo Domingo 
(1536), Havana (1795–1898), and Seville (1899), via Cádiz, where his body 
arrived in January 1899, being placed in the mausoleum there in 1902. 
Columbus is the subject of two controversies: one relating to his place of 
origin; the other is  the uncertainty about where he is buried, because the 
two Caribbean countries proclaim that, in error, Columbus’s bones were 
left there. But DNA tests have shown that the true ones are in Seville.
The link below is to another YouTube showing monuments elsewhere Spain, 
together with some more stamps (https://youtu.be/v-EncMz8vGM).

There are many monu ments to Columbus and the discovery of America 

in other countries, mainly in America, and commemorative stamps have 
been issued by many more countries across the world.

It is nice to conclude with a note of gratitude to the United Kingdom 
for publishing this note: two examples of the memorials there, a sculpture 
of Christopher Columbus in Belgrave Square, London, unveiled in 1992 
(above left) and a postage stamp commemorating the fifth centenary of the 
discovery, also produced in 1992. 

Laureano Carbonell Relat
SNR Overseas Corresponding Member, Spain

The Fenland Lighter Project
First Lord of the Admiralty: afloat in the Fenlands

This number’s FLP column is one of a series regarding activity of the 
1770s, centred on Whittlesey Mere, especially as it involved the 4th earl of 
Sandwich, that remarkable First Lord of the Admiralty. A couple of miles 
across, but just 6 feet or so deep, the Mere was a remnant of the ancient 
Fenlands, and it was connected with various channels including the River 
Old Nene. A respected beauty spot in the eighteenth century, the Mere 
had become an important regional centre for social and sporting purposes.   
Thus, from his residence at nearby Hinchingbrooke, the First Lord often 
travelled across to this same lake, complete with its yacht station that was 
known as Port Sandwich.

https://youtu.be/v-EncMz8vGM
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At the time of his 1774 rendez-
vous with Lord Orford’s gang of 
modified Fenland lighters (see 
Topmasts 19, pp. 17–19) Sandwich 
main tained a stylish yacht on the 
Mere, naming her Whittlesey in 
honour of her location. Described 
as handsome in appearance and a 
smart sailer, the Whittlesey was 
evidently single-masted, some-
thing like 8 metres in length, and 
of quite shallow draught. A size-
able awning could be rigged aft: 
it seems likely that this was done 
only when she was moored rather 
than under way.

She was by no means the only yacht to be seen on these waters, but she 
may well have been reckoned as above average in quality. It is possible 
that some such craft were of Norfolk origin (see Topmasts 15, pp. 23–4), 
regarding coasting passages made by some relatively small East Anglian 
yachts in this general period. Within Fenland terminology, it could 
sometimes be hard to distinguish between ‘yachts’ and ‘sizeable sailing 
boats’. An instance of this, mentioned here and there in the Orford journals, 
involved a certain ‘Mr. Parsons’ from Brandon on the River Little Ouse, 
who arrived on Whittlesey Mere in a pleasure craft carrying himself and 
five guests.   It is unclear whether this same craft had any sort of cabin: 
oddly enough, though, she evidently carried no ground tackle and thus 
had to moor at staithes or jetties.  

Turning to smaller pleasure craft, definitely below ‘yacht’ status, many 
of these made use of the Mere. Orford had several such boats with him 
and, in mock naval style, he referred to them as ‘tenders’. Serving in effect 
as dinghies, they seem to have had decidedly limited ability under sail.   
Nevertheless, they took part in some impromptu racing against Sandwich’s 
Whittlesey, which generally outsailed them with ease. Understandably, 
Orford attempted to modify their rig, seeking improved performance.   
He was evidently hampered somewhat due to the bad service provided by 
a drunken Peterborough sailmaker.

A very different hazard affected Sandwich’s yacht when conditions on 
the Mere suddenly led to a surprising loss of speed. A large mass of oddly 

tenacious vegetation proved to be the 
cause, and ‘several loads of weeds’ had 
to be removed from the Whittlesey’s 
hull in sheltered water. Despite 
problems linked with the Mere, there 
are indications that Sandwich and 
Orford tried to promote various forms 
of boating there, both sailing and 
rowing. Some of such efforts centred 
on so-called ‘country boats’ belonging 
to less favoured strata of the Fenland 
population, and sometimes rigged in 

A Whittlesey Mere yacht getting under way (Author’s 
drawing)

A country boat (Author’s drawing)
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surprising ways . . . perhaps a reflexion of cheap, second-hand sails that 
were put to use in as simple a manner as possible.

In his own circle, Sandwich was happy to join Orford on board the 
latter’s gang of lighters, and there enjoy meals and prolonged conversation, 
all in an attractive and unusual context. Reciprocal arrange ments were 
described in the journal of George Farrington, a talented young artist 
who was one of Orford’s guests.   After a substantial dinner on board 
the yacht Whittlesey – freshly caught fish figuring prominently in the 
menu – Sandwich indulged his well-known taste for music. Before an 
audience drawn from both earls’ parties, he sang in a trio which rendered 
a distinctive ‘catch’ of the sort then fashionable. The artist expressed 
himself ‘extremely gratified’ to hear this performance, because of the 
musical reputation enjoyed by ‘his lordship’s club in town’. Thereafter, 
Sandwich sang a comic song, solo, ‘with great rapidity and . . . festivity’. It 
can be readily surmised that wine had been plentiful during the meal, the 
preparation of which evidently took place ashore.

Rough-and-ready as much of the boating described in this note may 
seem to present-day perceptions, it appears to have given very real pleasure 
to the participants, not least the holidaying First Lord of the Admiralty.   
It is understandable therefore, that Sandwich sought on occasion to spread 
his own enjoyment so that house guests at Hinchingbrooke could also 
experience the beguiling milieu which Whittlesey Mere provided. In the 
third part of this series, the question of such guests will receive particular 
attention, especially with regard to various naval officers.

Some suggestions for further reading:
‘Lord Sandwich and Early Fenland Yachting’ (Mariner’s Mirror 78 
(1992), 485–6)
‘Lord Sandwich, Lord Orford, and Whittlesey Mere, 1774’ 
(American Neptune 57, (summer number 1997), 253–6)

Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website for more details.
H. J. K. Jenkins, SNR Member

hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

Conference and Lecture Reports
‘Society and the Sea’

On 15–16 August 2016, the Greenwich Maritime Centre held 
its first international conference, ‘Society and the Sea’ at the 
University of Greenwich, in the Old Royal Naval College. 
We were fortunate to have beautiful, sunny weather (but 
hot!). Many exclamations of campus jealousy were heard. 

The conference was intended to bring together all of 
the maritime-orientated disciplines encompassed by the 
University of Greenwich. We wished to celebrate the 
GMC’s inclusive mandate and to introduce the GMC to the 
international scholarly community with a bang. We were 
successful!

There were 36 presentations on such diverse maritime 
themes as conservation and environmental change, 

The GMC logo, artwork 
© Dr Tim Acott, 
Director, GMC
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governance, law and security, history and heritage, the fisheries, arts, 
tourism, health and wellbeing, and the blue economy. As was the case with 
many conferences, there were too many good papers running in parallel 
sessions!

Of interest to SNR members were keynotes by Greenwich alumni Dr 
Tim Carter and Prof. Sarah Palmer. Dr Carter presented a provocative 
paper on the management of seamen’s health and wellbeing, especially as 
it has been treated (or ignored) by their employers from the nineteenth 
century to the present. Prof. Palmer spoke on the importance of ‘sea 
memory’, a longer historical view with which to assess the accuracy of 
the modern claim that we are in a period of ‘maritime revolution’. Her 
discussion neatly tied up the various threads of the conference. 

Other historical papers included that of Dr Chris Ware, GMC, ‘ “The 
Devil Shits Dutchmen”: The English response to the raid on the Medway’; 
Dr Catherine Tackley, University of Liverpool, ‘Jazz at Sea’; Sylvia Bates, 
a PhD student at the University of Iceland, ‘The Origins and Significance 
of the Pelagic Trawl’; Dr Cathryn Pearce, GMC, ‘ “There She Went 
Down!”: Shipwreck in heritage, tourism, and coastal communities’; Dr 
Joanne Knowles, Liverpool John Moore’s University, ‘“Is the only thing 
to look forward to the past”? Reinventing Seaside Heritage in Weston-
super-Mare’, Elizabeth Gray, a PhD student at Griffith University, 
Australia, on ‘Shipwrecks as Metaphor in Art’; Dr Antony Firth, Fjordr 
Ltd, ‘Coastal and Marine Archaeology: The human dimension of the 
history of the marine environment’; Dr Vanessa Taylor, GMC, ‘Storms, 
Risk and Coastal Communities, 1790 to Today’; and Dr Cori Convertito, 
Key West Art & Historical Society, ‘Wreck Ashore: The economic impact 
of wrecking in the Florida Keys’. 

The papers were wide-ranging and thought-provoking. The GMC are 
planning to publish many of them, though we are still in discussion as to 
how and where. The conference also included a wonderful dinner provided 
by the Trafalgar Tavern, in a ‘secret’ room that no one had known about, 
even the GMC regulars! After dinner, attendees were delighted to watch 
a large fireworks display in the middle of the Thames. It was not planned 
by GMC, but it was magical!

GMC are now working on plans for a maritime history conference for 
2017, along with another two-day interdisciplinary maritime conference 
in 2018.

Abstracts of the presentations for ‘Society and the Sea’ will be available 
on the Conference website at http://www.gre.ac.uk/society-and-the-sea 

Dr Cathryn Pearce
Greenwich Maritime Centre, University of Greenwich



Topmasts no. 20

21

2016 E. G. R Taylor Lecture

On Thursday 13 October I had the great pleasure of attending this year’s 
annual E. G. R. Taylor Lecture, Finding Franklin: Searching and science in 
the Canadian Arctic delivered this year by Professor Andrew Lambert in 
the superb surroundings of the Royal Geographical Society. The event was 
very well attended, with additional seating improvised in the adjacent hall.

The audience was captivated by Andrew Lambert’s magisterial elucidation 
of the purpose of Sir John Franklin’s expedition: it was not to discover the 
North West passage, which it was by then appreciated would be of no 
commercial value. Instead two of his majesty’s ships were fitted out to carry 
the very heavy equipment needed to study the earth’s magnetic field at the 
magnetic north pole. Fourteen officers and four surgeons spent a week at 
the royal arsenal being trained to use the equipment before they left.

The expedition ended in complete disaster, with the survivors setting 
out on a thousand-mile trek knowing that they could not carry sufficient 
food, and resorting by the end to survival cannibalism. Almost no 
documentation survives: a brief note tells us that Sir John Franklin died a 
year before the end. The Royal Navy made very strenuous but unavailing 
efforts to discover what had happened, while Lady Franklin ensured that 
Sir John was credited with ‘finding the North West Passage’ – and all 
mention of cannibalism was suppressed. I very much hope that the full 
text of Andrew Lambert’s paper will be printed in The Mariner’s Mirror. 

Byrne McLeod
Hon. Secretary, SNR

SNR News
Publications Committee Seeks New Member

SNR are seeking a new member with an interest or expertise in promotion 
and marketing to join the Society’s Publications Committee. The committee 
oversees all aspects of the Society’s publishing activities, including The 
Mariner’s Mirror and Topmasts, and administers the SNR website, social 
media channels and other digital content developed to publicise the goals 
of the Society. In addition, Publications Committee also has oversight of 
membership and marketing. The committee meets four times a year, at 
the National Maritime Museum in London, reasonable expenses incurred 
attending meetings will be reimbursed. For further information please 
contact Lorna M. Campbell (Publications Committee Chair) or Cathryn 
Pearce (Publications Committee Secretary).

Lorna M. Campbell
Looking for a Member

At a reception at Trinity House a couple of weeks ago a member of the 
Society was describing his research into the Mauritania to a group of men, 
one of whom was Richard Woodman. The owner of a substantial collection 
of photographs offered to give the member access to his photographs of 
the ship, but they did not exchange addresses. If you are that member, 
please contact Byrne McLeod, byrne.mcleod001@gmail.com 

Byrne McLeod

mailto:byrne.mcleod001%40gmail.com?subject=Mauretania
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Looking for a Researcher?

Jane Winfield here, Rif’s sister. He has explained that you would be 
interested in a short paragraph or two explaining my work as researcher. 

My experience as a historical researcher (which began in genealogical 
studies) has extended over the past 20 years in both England and France. 
All that time I have been living and working in Paris and am perfectly 
bilingual. My more recent experience in the field of maritime historical 
research has involved the National Archives (Archives Nationales), the 
French National Library (Bibliothèque Nationale Français), the Defense 
Historical Service (Service Historique de la Défense) and the Naval 
Museum (Musée de la Marine). A registered reader in all these services, I 
am competent in using their databases both online and in situ. I have found 
my exchanges with their archivists to be both helpful and rewarding. I am 
happy to visit other archival sources in the Paris area by arrangement.

My work includes locating and copying selected research items from 
both the pre-Revolutionary era (Ancien Régime) and Post-Revolution.  
These items come from a variety of support forms including original books, 
ancient manuscripts and microfilm. I can read and transcribe or translate 
most texts from both periods when handwriting and reproduction allow 
legibility. Copies of items are made using high-resolution digital images 
which can then be sent electronically. 

I would be delighted to telephone you to discuss this further or de email 
me at wjanefr@aol.com.

Jane Winfield

News
The 74-Gun ‘Invincible’ (1747–58): 

Excavations resume in 2017
The Invincible (1747–58) historic wreck site is at risk from recent severe 
erosion. This was reported by government licensee, Dan Pascoe while 
monitoring the site. Together with the National Museum of the Royal 
Navy, Bournemouth University and the Maritime Archaeology Sea Trust, 
they applied to the government for an allocation from the £14 million paid 
in fines by bankers for manipulating the Libor rate. They were among 

nine successful charities, and will 
receive a grant of just over £2 
million.

A winning factor, besides 
rescuing this historic site, was their 
proposal to provide an opportunity 
for injured servicemen, veterans 
and disadvantaged teenagers to 
experience working on an historic 
wreck site; it will include such 
activities as finds handling and 
recording. Its shallow depth, 
normally less than 10 metres, 
makes it an ideal and safe site for 

Figure 1 ‘Invincible’ aground on 19 February 1758 while 
offloading her guns; painting by John R. Terry

mailto:wjanefr%40aol.com?subject=Research%20enquiry
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conducted tours to witness the 
work being undertaken by the 
archaeologists. Following the 
successful bid, plans are being 
made to commence diving in May 
2017, and to continue for a further 
four years.

The wreck was found by local 
Langstone fisherman, Arthur Mack 
in May 1979 when he snagged his 
net on an underwater obstruction 
in the eastern Solent. Arthur, 
with diver John Broomhead, 
invited John Bingeman, already 
responsible for ‘The Needles’ 
historic wreck site, to join them. 

Under John’s direction, in September 1980 the wreck site became the 
twenty-second site to be designated under the Protection of Wrecks Act 
1973. Between 1980 and 1991, Invincible’s coherent port side was excavated 
by his team under the guidance of the site’s archaeological director, Dr 
Margaret Rule. John’s annual reports satisfied the Advisory Committee on 
Historic Wrecks for further licences each year. Many thousands of artefacts 
were recovered during the period, and conserved in the ‘Invincible (1747–
58) Conservation Labor atory’ in Portsmouth, a licence requirement before 
any artefacts can be excavated. Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust accepted 
responsibility for the core collection of artefacts, and made a financial 
contribution to conservation costs.

Figure 3 shows the original three amateur nautical archaeologists, still 
working together after 36 years to promote the second most important 
government- protected historic wreck site. They continue to assist Dan 
Pascoe, a professional nautical archaeologist and licensee from 2011, by 
passing on their experience for this new phase of excavations.

Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust has mounted various exhibitions 
featuring Invincible’s artefacts. The first was Wooden Walls in 1989. The 
theme was Apprentice Shipwright 
William Crockwell joining the 
Royal Dockyard in 1757 under 
Shipwright John North to build 
Valliant, a ship which used the 
French built Invincible’s exact 
scantlings. L’Invincible had 
been launched in 1744 and when 
captured in 1747 was found to 
be a completely new type of 
warship with 74-guns on two 
decks, the design of the young 
French constructor Morineau 
at Rochefort. The Admiralty 
considered her ‘in every respect 
the best ship of her class and 
answers all purposes that can be 

Figure 3 Diving on the ‘Invincible’ wreck site, 1 May 
2016. Left to right: John Bingeman, Dan Pascoe, Arthur 
Mack and John Broomhead (Photograph courtesy of Brent 
Piniuta)

Figure 2 One of the showcases exhibiting a cross-section 
of rigging blocks. Far left: a 58-inch rack block; far right: a 
28-inch euphroe block (Photograph courtesy of Chatham 
Historic Dockyard Trust)
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desired of a ship of war’. (TNA Adm 95/12, letter dated 21 May 1757)  
Chatham Historic Dockyard’s latest exhibition, Command of the 

Seas, opened in May 2016;  one of the major features is the display of 
130 Invincible artefacts, many for the first time. The exhibition includes 
many interactive features, including replica Invincible artefacts such as a 
sandglass to measure the ship’s speed and a rammer head showing how 
cannon were loaded.

References
Lavery, B. (1988) The Royal Navy’s First Invincible, Invincible 

Conservations, Portsmouth
Lavery, B. (1991) Building the Wooden Walls, Conway Maritime Press, 

London
Bingeman, J. M. (2010) The First HMS ‘Invincible’ (1747–58): Her 

excavations (1980–91), Oxbow Books, Oxford and rev. edn. 2015, 
Bingeman Publications, Chichester

John M. Bingeman

Hattendorf Prize to be awarded to German historian 

Werner Rahn, retired captain in the Germany navy, leading 
German naval historian and former director of the German 
Armed Forces Military History Research Office, has 
been named 2016 recipient of the US Naval War College’s 
(NWC) Hattendorf Prize, an international award that aims 
to recognize original research contributions in the field of 
maritime history.

In a letter of congratulation, NWC President Rear-
Admiral P. Gardner Howe III invited Rahn, who was 
selected to receive the award for his series of original 

achievements in maritime scholarship, to visit the college later this year to 
be recognized.

‘This prize honors original research in maritime history, one of the basic 
functions for which the Naval War College was established in 1884,’ said 
John B. Hattendorf, the award’s namesake and Ernest J. King professor of 
maritime history at NWC. 

The award was established in 2011 as recognition of Hattendorf’s legacy 
of scholarship and decades of service at NWC. The two previous recipients 
have been N. A. M. Rodger, University of Oxford, and Professor Paul M. 
Kennedy, Yale University. Nominees are selected from among distinguished 
academics for the quality and depth of their original scholarship.

‘In selecting Werner Rahn as its 2016 Hattendorf Prize Laureate, the 
Naval War College honors him as an exemplary scholar, whose work ranges 
in depth across the full range of German naval history,’ said Hattendorf, 
who was a member of the academic panel that chose Rahn along with two 
other college faculty members and the two prior prize recipients.

Among Rahn’s critically acclaimed works is the 68-volume, annotated 
facsimile edition of the war diary of the Germany Naval Staff, 1939–45 
(published in German, 1988–97). This work has been called the single 
most important document for understanding the decisions of the German 
Naval High Command during the Second World War.  
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In addition, Rahn contributed the major naval sections to the 
monumental, multivolume series produced by the German Armed Forces 
Military History Research Office and published in both English and 
German, Germany and the Second World War.

The award is made possible with the support of the Naval War College 
Foundation and is intended to honour and to express appreciation for 
distinguished academic research, insight and writing that contribute to a 
deeper historical understanding of the broad context and interrelationships 
involved in the roles, contributions, limitations, and uses of the sea services 
in the field of maritime history.

John Hattendorf
Overseas Corresponding Member, USA

UK Maritime Archives Initiative

The National Maritime Museum, home of the Caird Library and Archives 
the most extensive maritime archive in the world, is hosting an event on 
Friday, 4 November 2016, to explore the world of maritime archives.

Archive material relating to the UK’s rich maritime history is relatively 
unexplored in terms of range, content and location. While collections at the 
larger well-known institutions such as the National Archives, Cornwall 
Record Office and the National Maritime Museum are relatively well 
documented and accessible, others in smaller institutions and some local 
authority archives are not.

During the day we aim to highlight the wide range of unique and 
important material held in many different places and also look together 
at ways in which this material can be better promoted and made more 
accessible. To do this we want to bring together both those who look 
after and make archive collections accessible and the researchers, family 
historians, academics and others who use them on a regular basis.

The day will feature a range of speakers from different organizations 
and also sessions to discuss new approaches to promotion, information 
sharing, access and collaboration more generally.

The keynote speech will be given by John McAleer from University of 
Southampton and talks on archives will include those held by the London 
Metropolitan Archives, Cornwall Record Office, SS Great Britain and 
Staffordshire Archives.

Places are free but limited so please book your place as soon as possible 
by emailing Lizelle de Jager at ldejager@rmg.co.uk or telephone 020 8312 
6716. A full programme will be available soon.

There will also be a chance to see our new exhibition Emma Hamilton: 
Seduction and Celebrity, 3 November 2016–17 April 2017 at the National 
Maritime Museum, http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/emma-hamilton-
seduction-and-celebrity

Library Opening Hours
Please note that from 31 October 2016 the Caird Library and Archive’s 
opening hours will become 10 a.m.–4.45 p.m., Tuesday to Saturday. On 
Mondays, the library will be used to host more group visits and tours, 
learning activities and events. This change will also give staff more time 
to work on collections undertaking cataloguing, digitization and research 

mailto:ldejager%40rmg.co.uk?subject=Maritime%20Archives
http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/emma-hamilton-seduction-and-celebrity
http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/emma-hamilton-seduction-and-celebrity
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which will in turn enable wider access to the unique and fascinating 
collections held in the library.

Stuart Bligh
Head of Research and Information, Royal Museums Greenwich

Overseas News
News from Het Scheepvaartmuseum, 

the National Maritime Museum in Amsterdam

Michael Huijser, new director
On 1 July 1 2016 the Board of Trustees of Het Scheep-
vaartmuseum in Amsterdam, the National Maritime 
Museum, has appointed Michael Huijser as general 
director of Het Scheepvaartmuseum in Amsterdam. 
Huijser worked for more than 20 years in the international 
art and museum world, e.g. as director of the Rembrandt 

House and the Zuiderzeemuseum. He succeeds Hans Gerson, who 
fulfilled the role as interim director of the Maritime Museum from the 
beginning of 2016 after the stepping down of Pauline Krikke as director 
(see Overseas News, Topmasts 15).

For more information (in Dutch) see:
https://www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl/over-het-museum/pers/
persbericht-michael-huijser-nieuwe-algemeendirecteur

In 2016 The Netherlands was President of the Council of Ministers of 
the European Union (EU) for the twelfth time. Het Scheepvaartmuseum, 
the National Maritime Museum, was the main setting for these meetings. 
This had some consequences for the visitors for during the meetings the 
museum was only accessible for ministers and their staff. There was an 
alternative programme for the visitors.

More information: https://www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl/discover/
news/727/Presidency-Council-of-EU-Ministers

100 years of collecting at Het Scheepvaartmuseum in Amsterdam
What do a life jacket from the Costa Concordia, a letter signed by Michiel 
de Ruyter in 1657, Mesdag’s masterpiece from 1898 and a globe from 1613 
have in common? All these items form part of the unique collection of 
Het Scheepvaartmuseum. The history of the museum’s collection and 
its unique objects take centre stage in the new exhibition Drive which 
opened on 1 October 2016. Drive sets out the reasons why we collect, and 
showcases objects collected by people who want to show off their wealth, 
have an urge to hoard, make their collection or their name immortal, or 
create a microcosm. 

One of the highlights of the exhibition is the painting Gezicht op het IJ 
met ’s Lands Zeemagazijn (View of the River IJ with the Arsenal), dating 
from 1664, by Reinier Nooms, also known as ‘the Seaman’. Drive puts 
this masterpiece on show for the very first time. It shows a wonderful 
scene of a number of warships on the water in front of the building that is 
now home to Het Scheepvaartmuseum. 

Drive: 100 Years of Collecting runs from 1 October 2016 to 2 July 2017.

https://www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl/over-het-museum/pers/persbericht-michael-huijser-nieuwe-algemeendirecteur
https://www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl/over-het-museum/pers/persbericht-michael-huijser-nieuwe-algemeendirecteur
https://www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl/discover/news/727/Presidency-Council-of-EU-Ministers
https://www.hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl/discover/news/727/Presidency-Council-of-EU-Ministers
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News from the Maritime Museum, Rotterdam

Brainwaves: Exhibition on maritime innovations

Brainwaves shows five current 
Dutch maritime innovations and 
explains the successes and issues 
encountered in the development 
process.

All kinds of innovative ideas 
are bubbling up in the Nether -
lands that can make the sector 
safer, faster or more cost-effective. 
Learn about five contemporary 
maritime innov ations in shipping 
and ship building. Discover what 
brain waves are required to turn 

a brilliant idea into a brilliant product. The innovations range from a 
collapsible container to a system letting you moor using magnets.

Indispensable innovations, you might think. Even so, all innovations 
come up against challenges somewhere in the development process, relating 
to funding, timing or, for instance, legislation. So a lot of perseverance, 
creativity and entrepreneurship are needed if an innovation is ultimately 
to be marketed successfully. What kind of innovations will we be talking 
about in 2050? All kinds of deep thinkers, creative brains and visionaries 
have thought about this.

Brainwaves has been created for the centenary of the NISS Support Fund 
Foundation. The NISS (National Institute for Shipping and Shipbuilding) 
supports projects with innovative maritime aspects. The exhibition is on 
show from 1 October 2016 to 1 October 2017

Coming Soon: Offshore Experience
In mid-December 2016, the Maritime Museum Rotterdam is opening the 
Offshore Experience, a challenging search at sea for energy from oil, gas 
and wind. You can experience what it is like at sea and at a depth of three 
kilometres underwater, where you can see for yourselves how drillers, 
crane drivers, wind turbine specialists and helicopter pilots manage to 
do their spectacular jobs on the open sea. And you can help think about 
tomorrow’s energy sources. The exhibition is the first experience in the 
Netherlands about a sector in which the country is a big player - Holland’s 
modern-day maritime prowess.

In the Offshore Experience, young and adult visitors go on a challenging 
search at sea for energy. Wearing a safety vest and a helmet, you’ll think 
you’re on board an offshore construction in the middle of the sea. A 360° 
film projection stimulates the senses. Ships come and go and helicopters 
land. Models of the newest and most advanced offshore ships, built 
specifically for the exhibition, demonstrate their capabilities. Offshore 
employees offer a glimpse into their lives at sea and there are simulations 
so that you can experience for themselves how drillers, crane drivers, wind 
turbine specialists and helicopter pilots manage to do their spectacular 
jobs on the open sea, in a constant battle with the elements.

The folding of a 4FOLD container in the Waalhaven 
in Rotterdam during the third and final test phase. A 
maritime innovation shown in the exhibition ‘Brainwaves’ 
(Courtesy of Holland Container Innovations 2014)
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A lift takes you down to a mysterious undersea world, from just below 
the surface to a depth of 3 kilometres. The adventure ends in the future. 
Vote for the best sustainable idea for producing energy at sea. Will it have 
been suggested by a professional offshore engineer or by an eight-year-old 
primary school pupil?

Ron Brand
Maritime Museum Rotterdam

SNR Overseas Corresponding Member, The Netherlands

The Anderson Fund
Report of an Anderson Fund Trip to Budapest and Vienna 

(June 2016) 
The purpose of my research trip to Budapest and Vienna was to investigate 
eleven manuscripts held in the National Széchényi Library in Budapest 
and the Österreichischen Nationalbibliothek in Vienna. The manuscripts 
are copies of an apocryphal letter purporting to be written by a Turkish 
emir, Umur of Aydin (d. 1348), to Pope Clement VI (r. 1342–52), known 
as the Epistola Morbosani. The copies, although purportedly written by 
a Turkish ruler, were actually produced and circulated by many different 
people, especially Venice’s rivals, such as the Genoese and Florentines. 
They survive in over 80 Latin, Italian and German versions dating from 
the fourteenth to the sixteenth centuries. My study of them fits into my 
wider research into how fictional correspondence was used as a means of 
propaganda, and how Islamic rulers were used by Christian propagandists 
as a mouthpiece to denigrate enemies and rivals within Christendom.

The letters were first written and circulated at the time of the Crusade 
of Smyrna (1343–51), which was launched against the Aydin Turks and 
spearheaded by Venice. The purpose of the letters was to criticize the 
Venetian participation in this Crusade by stating that the Venetians had 
wrongly seized territories in the Aegean and thus had no right to defend 
their empire, and also by claiming that the Turks – the targets of the Crusade 
– were descendents of the Trojans and thus bound to the Italians (but not 
the Venetians!) by ties of blood, making a crusade against them illegitimate. 
In addition, the letters attack the legitimacy of Venice’s maritime empire, by 
criticising her rulership of colonies overseas and her exploitation of subject 
populations. They end on a ominous note with a threat from Umur of 
Aydin that he will ally his fleets with the Ottomans and sail up the Adriatic 
to attack Venice, unless the Republic withdraw from the crusade.

In later years many other copies of these letters were made and circulated, 
with the date, name of the pope and other details changed in accordance to 
current events. The copies I viewed in Budapest and Vienna were produced 
in the late-fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. Some versions that I consulted 
(Budapest Clmae 210, Clmae 228, Vienna 3121, 3479, 3520, 3609) were fairly 
standard copies of earlier Latin versions of the letter, especially those held 
in the Vatican and Florence. They mostly date from the fifteenth century 
and were copied into codices which contain other documents refering to 
correspondence with Eastern rulers and other writings about the Orient. 
These kinds of codices were not unusual and I imagine that the letter was 
copied into them for its entertainment value and because of its depictions 



Topmasts no. 20

29

of Turkish rulers, Trojans and crusaders, all of which were popular themes 
in humanist literary circles in the fifteenth century. 

Some of the other variants were, however, more unusual. One letter, for 
example, was written at the back of a codex (Clmae 170) in a different hand 
from the rest of the documents and in a darker ink. It was annotated and 
contained corrections, suggesting that it may have been used as some form 
of teaching aid. In another codex (Vienna 4498) the letter was preceded 
by a more famous apocryphal letter, that from the fictional Egyptian 
sultan Balthazar to Pope Clement V and the Pope’s response. These letters 
are similar to the Epistola Morbosani in theme and content although 
interesting this is the only known example of them being copied together 
in the same codex (W. Wattenbach, ‘Fausse correspondance du sultan 
avec Clément V’, Archives de l’Orient latin 2 (1884), 297–303) Another 
example, dating from around 1455, was written in German in a fairly high-
status manuscript (Vienna 4205). Interestingly all of the other documents 
in this codex were written by the same scribe in Latin. This suggests that 
the letter was either translated into German, or that the scribe only had 
access to a German version; a useful piece of information for exploring the 
German variants of the letter.

The most interesting versions were Budapest Clmae 440 and Vienna 
4764. The former was written between 1371 and 1388, which makes it one 
of the rarer earlier versions of the letter. The codex is well presented with 
illuminations and gold-leaf decorations, suggesting it was of fairly high 
status. The Epistola Morbosani appears in this codex as an insertion into 
the History of Archbishop Thomas of Split, after a chapter recounting the 
defeat of King Vukašin Mrnjavčević of Serbia by the Turks at the battle of 
Maritsa in 1371. This is an especially good example of how the letter was 
associated with other events pertaining to the expansion of the Turks in the 
eastern Mediterranean and Europe. The second was written in the 1460s, but 
addressed to Pope Eugenius IV and dated 1444. It contains two intriguing 
insertions at the beginning and end of the letter stating that it was written at 
the time of the defeat of King Władysław III of Poland and Cardinal John 
Cesarani at the battle of Varna (1444) and of a great Venetian victory over 
the Turks. The scribe seems to be confused here as there was no victory over 
the Turks at this time, but nevertheless, it is another good example of how 
this letter – and other fictional correspondence between Islamic rulers and 
the West – was used in the later medieval and early Renaissance periods. 

Studying the manuscript variants of these letters has therefore helped 
me to better understand the different socio-economic backgrounds in 
which the letters were written and recirculated, thus enabling me to better 
address their importance as a piece of anti-Venetian propaganda and their 
use as a source for contemporary attitudes towards the Turks. Once I have 
studied them all, I hope to produce a critical edition of the letters. The 
Anderson Fund has greatly aided me in this endeavour.

Dr Mike Carr
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Conferences
The Nautical Archaeological Society

5–6 November 2016, with an excursion on 7 November, University of 
Glasgow’s Western Infirmary Lecture Theatre Suite

The Nautical Archaeology Society and The SCAPE Trust are pleased to 
be partnering for this conference, a weekend of exciting opportunities 
to discuss research and review the archaeological activities of members, 
friends and colleagues and exchange ideas on our maritime cultural 
heritage. http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/content/nas-and-
scape-conference-2016-land-sea 

History of Diving Conference and AGM

5 November 2016, RNLI College, Poole
Subjects include: The history of Swimmer Delivery Vehicles; Operation 
Tadpole, the Royal Navy frogman anti-sabotage operations in Gibraltar 
during the Second World War; Captain Trevor Hampton AFC; and 
Treasures from the Deep. Tickets for the Conference cost £30 and include 
morning and afternoon refreshments. Tickets for the Society’s Annual 
Dinner in the evening cost £40. Tickets can be bought at the Society’s 
website, www.thehds.com

Sea Lines of Communication: Discovery

17 November 2016, Hartley Suite, Highfield Campus, University of 
Southampton
Themes include: how do you rediscover centuries-old maritime history? 
the discovery of new technologies to address current problems; new 
ways of improving mariners’ physical and mental health; how do new 
and novel technologies affect the interpretation of the law? how does 
our understanding of maritime geography influence literature? how do 
we adapt to the effects of global climate change? For more details email: 
smmpg@soton.ac.uk. 

RINA Historic Ships

7–8 December 2016, RINA HQ, 8–9 Northumberland Street, London, 
wc2n 5da 
From the trader junks of China to the battleships of the Second World 
War, historic ships are an important link to our seafaring past. And as the 
skills and techniques used to construct and operate our historic ships fade 
out of living memory, now is an important time to highlight the struggles 
of researchers, enthusiasts and engineers as they preserve and restore 
our maritime heritage. For more details go to http://www.rina.org.uk/
Historic_Ships_2016.html 

http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/content/nas-and-scape-conference-2016-land-sea
http://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/content/nas-and-scape-conference-2016-land-sea
www.thehds.com
mailto:smmpg%40soton.ac.uk?subject=Sea%20Lines%20of%20Communication


Topmasts no. 20

31

Maritime Masculinities, 1815–1940

19–20 December, 2016, St Anne’s College Oxford
Registration has opened for the Maritime Masculinities Conference. The 
conference features a wide range of international speakers plus keynotes 
from leading scholars Professor Joanne Begiato, Oxford Brookes 
University, Dr Mary Conley, College of the Holy Cross, and Dr Isaac 
Land, Indiana State University. Maritime Masculinities is supported by 
Oxford Brookes University, Portsmouth University and the Society for 
Nautical Research. 

Maritime Masculinities covers the period from 1815–1940, which saw 
the demise of the sail ship, the rise of steam and oil-powered ships, the 
erosion of British naval and maritime supremacy during two world wars, 
the advent of the Pax Britannica, and the emergence of popular navalism 
through the press, popular literature, photography and film. Panels will 
cover a wide range of topics and themes including: material culture and 
technology, bravery and honour, memory and nostalgia, race and empire, 
visual culture, life stages, homosociability, and sexualities.  

Further details about Maritime Masculinities and booking information 
is available from the conference website https://maritimemasculinities.
wordpress.com and via twitter @MMasculinities.

Calls for Papers
Seventh Thames Shipbuilding Symopsium

The Docklands History Group is now seeking speakers and papers 
for its 2018 Annual Conference, which will form the Seventh Thames 
Shipbuilding Symposium. The group is interested in hearing from those 
who might be able to contribute a short talk (30 minutes) on a relevant 
subject to a mixed specialist and general audience. As well as shipbuilding 
and shipyards, relevant subjects would include the various interface trades 
– such as marine engineering, ship repairing, and shipbreaking – as well as 
the lives of shipyard owners and workers. The symposium will take place 
at the Museum of London Docklands, which is close to Canary Wharf, in 
May 2018. It is intended that a set of proceedings will be published around 
a year or so after the symposium. These papers will offer contributors the 
opportunity to present fuller and more detailed versions of their talks.

To register an interest in submitting an informal proposal, and forfurther 
details, please email the group at: info@docklandshistorygroup.org.uk 

Canadian Nautical Research Society 2017 Conference and AGM

10–12 August 2017 Canada and Canadians in the Great War at Sea, 
Halifax, Canada 
This promises to be the only gathering to be held in Canada providing 
opportunity to survey the various maritime dimensions of the First World 
War. The conference will be held in affiliation with the Royal Canadian 
Navy, in historic Admiralty House, the home of the Naval Museum of 
Halifax, but papers should not be restricted to military operations and 
related issues. Indeed, the timing and location are chosen with regard to 

https://maritimemasculinities.wordpress.com
https://maritimemasculinities.wordpress.com
mailto:info%40docklandshistorygroup.org.uk?subject=Seventh%20Thames%20Shipbuilding%20Symposium
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2017 being the centenary of the Halifax Explosion, a defining moment 
in that port’s long history, and several presentations on that subject are 
anticipated. As always, subjects other than the main theme will be given 
due consideration.

Papers are invited to address any variety of perspectives on this, or 
related, themes. The Society reserves first right of refusal for publication 
in our journal The Northern Mariner / Le marin du nord or newsletter 
Argonauta as appropriate.

Please send a working title, brief abstract, and a short biographical 
sketch to: CNRS 2017 Conference Coordinator, Dr Richard Gimblett, 
33 Greenaway Circle, Port Hope on, l1a 0b9 or email richard.gimblett@
forces.gc.ca or richard.gimblett@rogers.com

The Canadian Nautical Research Society can be found online, on 
Facebook, and on Twitter. http://www.britishnavalhistory.com/cfp-
canada-canadians-great-war-sea/ 

Lectures
Greenwich Maritime Research Seminars

All seminars will be held between 16.00 and 17.00, and will be followed 
by refreshments. Members of the museum, adult learners, independent 
researchers, academic and university students are welcome to attend the 
seminars. If you would like to receive a hard copy of the programme 
please contact the Research Administrator on 020 8312 6716 or 
research@rmg.co.uk; website http://www.gre.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0005/1159340/Greenwich-Maritime-Seminar-Programme-2016.pdf 

30 November 2016, University of Greenwich, Venue TBC
Royal Naval Hydrography and Marine Surveying, 1830–50 

Megan Barford, Curator of Cartography, NMM
This paper will examine writing, record keeping, printing and 
publishing practices in and around the Hydrographic Office of 
the Admiralty, about 1830–50. In particular, it will explore the 
increasingly administrated nature of state hydrography, which in 
turn enables a better understanding of the key impulse in the field at 
this time: to provide ever-updated charts of ever-changing coastlines, 
in keeping with ideas of improvement which permeated nineteenth-
century discourse in many areas.

14 December 2016, National Maritime Museum, Seminar Room
The Sea and British Identity in Early Film Dr Victoria Carolan, 

University of Greenwich
This paper will look at the complex relationship between Britain and 
the sea, and how this was reflected in film stretching back to the start 
of the twentieth century.

mailto:richard.gimblett%40forces.gc.ca?subject=Canada%20and%20Canadians%20in%20the%20Great%20War%20at%20Sea
mailto:richard.gimblett%40forces.gc.ca?subject=Canada%20and%20Canadians%20in%20the%20Great%20War%20at%20Sea
mailto:richard.gimblett%40rogers.com?subject=Canada%20and%20Canadians%20in%20the%20Great%20War%20at%20Sea
http://www.britishnavalhistory.com/cfp-canada-canadians-great-war-sea/
http://www.britishnavalhistory.com/cfp-canada-canadians-great-war-sea/
mailto:research%40rmg.co.uk?subject=Greenwich%20Maritime%20Research%20Seminars
http://www.gre.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1159340/Greenwich-Maritime-Seminar-Programme-2016.pdf
http://www.gre.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1159340/Greenwich-Maritime-Seminar-Programme-2016.pdf
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The British Commission for Maritime History 
King’s Maritime History Seminars, 2016–17

3 November 2016 Gunfire from a Distant Shore: Franco’s navy in Spain’s 
Civil War extends operations against Republican shipping into the North 
Sea Nick Coni, former consultant physician, Addenbrooke’s Hospital, 
Cambridge

Proctor Memorial Lecture (*hosted by Lloyd’s Register, 71 Fenchurch St)
17 November 2016 The Armada Portrait: Manifesto for a Maritime 

Empire? Christine Riding, National Maritime Museum
1 December 2016 John Holland (1841–1914): Submarine pioneer 

John Swinfield, television producer and author
26 January 2017 Come into Port Gently: Comparative North Atlantic 

paradigms in port history Lewis R. Fischer, Memorial University, 
Newfoundland

9 February 2017 The Historiography of Force Z: Understanding the Royal 
Navy’s greatest defeat of the Second World War Andy Boyd, University 
of Buckingham

23 February 2017 The Manila Galleon, 1565–1815 Ian Wilkinson, 
independent researcher

9 March 2017 The Manganese Trade from Cornwall and Industrial 
Activity in Liverpool in the Early Nineteenth Century Peter Skidmore, 
independent researcher

27 April 2017 Shipbuilding: Information and Process Roy Metcalfe, World 
Ship Society Library and Archive, Chatham Dockyard

11 May 2017 A Most Disagreeable Problem: The Royal Navy and 
Kriegsmarine aircraft carriers, Marcus Faulkner, King’s College London

25 May 2017 The Cutting out of the French Corvette ‘La Chevrette’ 
during the Napoleonic Wars, Sim Comfort, independent researcher and 
publisher

*This seminar series is hosted by the ‘Sir Michael Howard Centre for the 
History of War’, King’s College London, and organized by the British 
Commission for Maritime History (www.maritimehistory.org.uk) in 
association with the Society for Nautical Research. Meetings take place 
on Thursdays at 17:15 in room K6.07, Department of War Studies, KCL, 
Strand, wc2r 2ls (6th Floor, King’s Building), with the exception of the 
Proctor Memorial Lecture (17 November 2019) which takes place at Lloyd’s 
Register, 71 Fenchurch Street, London ec3m 4bs.  Admission to this lecture 
is by ticket only, available from Barbara Jones, Information Services, at the 
above address or by emailing Barbara.jones@lr.org. Thanks are given for 
the generous assistance of the Maritime Information Association, Lloyd’s 
Register, and King’s College London. For further information, contact Alan 
James, War Studies, KCL, wc2r 2ls (alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk) or Richard 
Gorski, History, University of Hull, hu6 7rx (r.c.gorski@hull.ac.uk) 

Institute of Historical Research, London 
Maritime History and Culture Seminars, 2016–17

This series, convened by the National Maritime Museum and held at the 
Institute of Historical Research, explores humankind’s relationship with 
the sea through museum and archive collections. At its heart is the idea 
that our history is entwined with the maritime world and that people’s 

www.maritimehistory.org.uk
mailto:Barbara.jones%40lr.org?subject=King%27s%20Seminar%20Series
mailto:alan.2.james%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=King%27s%20Maritime%20History%20Seminars
mailto:r.c.gorski%40hull.ac.uk?subject=King%27s%20Seminar%20Series
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lives have always been shaped by the sea. Bringing together established 
names and new researchers, the series draws upon a range of different 
approaches to encourage debate and discussion.

Autumn Term 2016
8 November Exhibiting the Antarctic: Photography and colour in visual 

narratives of early 1900s expeditions Dr Elizabeth I. Watkins, University 
of Leeds

6 December The National Maritime Museum’s collaborative doctoral 
students will give five-minute presentations of their PhD projects:
Chronometry and Chronometers on British Voyages of Exploration, 

c. 1815–72 Emily Akkermans, University of Edinburgh
Patronage and the Navy: Admiral John Markham’s papers at the 

National Maritime Museum Catherine Beck, University College 
London

In the Service of the Needle: The assembly of the Compass Observatory 
Jenny Bulstrode, University of Cambridge

P&O: Serving the Empire Daniel Davies, University of Middlesex
The 1797 Naval Mutinies at Spithead and the Nore Callum Easton, 

University of Cambridge
Portraiture and the British Naval Officer, 1739–1805 Katherine Gazzard, 

National Portrait Gallery and University of East Anglia
Making the Oceans Visible: Science and technology on the Challenger 

expedition, 1872–76 Erika Jones, University College London
Schools ofVice: British prison hulks, 1776–1864 Anna McKay, University 

of Leicester
Imperial Thames: London, River, Empire, 1660–1830 Hannah Stockton, 

Queen Mary, University of London

Spring Term 2017
17 January Black Tudor and Stuart Seafarers Dr Miranda Kaufmann, 

Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of London
31 January Talking about Climate Change at the Science Museum 

Alexandra Rose, Science Museum
28 February Ten things I hate about Edward Barlow: The life and journal 

of a seventeenth-century sailor Dr Richard Blakemore, University of 
Reading

14 March ‘The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galleries’: Challenges in curating 
permanent exhibitions Dr Laura Humphreys and Dr Aaron Jaffer, 
National Maritime Museum

Convenors Laura Humphreys, Aaron Jaffer, Lizelle de Jager, James 
Davey, Katy Barrett and Louise Devoy
Location The Institute of Historical Research, University of London, 
Senate House, London wc1e 7hu
All seminars begin at 17.15 in Wolfson Room I at the Institute, except on 
8 November – Wolfson Room II

Papers last approximately 45 minutes, followed by 15–30 minutes of 
questions. The seminar is usually followed by more informal discussion in 
a nearby pub. There is no charge for these seminars and no need to book.
Travel: Nearest Tube stations include Tottenham Court Road, Russell 
Square and Goodge Street. Further information: Research Department 
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Executive, National Maritime Museum, Royal Museums Greenwich, 
London se10 9nf; Tel 020 8312 6716; email research@[at]rmg.co.uk 
Website rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars

Maritime Themes

An informal lecture series with lunch at the Cutty Sark pub, Ballast 
Quay, Greenwich
Nick Hawker has recently set up ‘Maritime Themes’, a programme of 
tours, trips and talks exploring and celebrating our maritime heritage; 
from naval warfare and safety at sea to the fishing industry and the 
environment. For the time being talks take place at the Cutty Sark Pub on 
Ballast Quay at 11.30 on a Wednesday morning (fortnightly through the 
autumn). Most people stay for a pie and a pint and some chat afterwards. 
http://maritimethemes.co.uk 

9 November Sunken Cities Dr Ross Thomas
23November ‘The Princess Alice Disaster’: Lives lost in the great stink of 

London Dr Tom Wareham
7 December ‘Jutland 1916’: The archaeology of a naval battlefield  

Dr Innes McCartney
Evening event
8 February 2017, 7.00 p.m. Seven maritime events that changed the world
In the Nelson Room of the Trafalgar Tavern: Home of the Celebrated 

Whitebait Dinners!

The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings 2016/17
The Heritage Evenings take place in HQS Wellington, moored opposite 
Temple underground station on the Embankment. The usual start time is 
now 1830, with the Wardroom bar open from 17.45.

14 November 2016 Operation Husky Vanessa Jenkins
12 December 2016 Covert Operations in WW2 Rear-Admiral John 

Lang

The lectures are followed by an optional supper, two courses and a glass of 
wine, at a cost of £32 (£27 for WT Friends) with a donation of £5 requested 
from those who attend the talk only.

Bookings for the talk (and supper) should be made by the Thursday 
prior to the talk, by calling Alison Harris (0207 836 8179) or email to 
info@thewellingtontrust.com; website http://www.thewellingtontrust.
com/trust/news?pnum=1 

SNR South

The SNR(South) usually meet at 2 pm on the second Saturday of each 
month from October to May but check before you arrive. We meet in 
the Royal Naval Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth (near the 
Cathedral). Meetings start at 14:00. Members may lunch beforehand in 
the Club (full lunch or bar menu) – and enjoy the view over Southsea 
Common and the Solent while doing so.

mailto:research%40%5Bat%5Drmg.co.uk?subject=Maritime%20History%20Seminars
rmg.co.uk/researchers/conferences-and-seminars
http://maritimethemes.co.uk
mailto:info@thewellingtontrust.com
http://www.thewellingtontrust.com/trust/news?pnum=1
http://www.thewellingtontrust.com/trust/news?pnum=1
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12 November AGM and speakers to be confirmed.
10 December The Future of Historic Vessels in the UK Martyn Heighton

For further information contact the Secretary, c/o RNC & RAYC, 17 
Pembroke Road, Southsea, Hants, po1 2nt, tel. 01329 289 164

Events
Ahoy! First World War Naval Artists 

Lieutenants Esmond and Hal Atkinson RNVR
An exhibition of First World War naval 
art is being held in New Zealand 3–23 
November 2016 at Alfred Memelink 
Artspace Gallery, 223 The Esplanade 
Petone. First World War naval artworks 
by New Zealanders are rare and this 
collection has been loaned from a private 
collection to coincide with the Royal New 
Zealand Navy’s seventy-fifth anniversary 
celebrations in November 2016. 

From 1916–18 the Atkinson brothers, 
Esmond and Hal, of York Bay, Wellington 
served in the Royal Navy Volunteer 

Reserve on patrol in the English Channel and North Sea. They shared a 
love of the sea, sailing and sketching. This exhibition features 80 small pen-
and-ink sketches from their naval service days. Esmond, an accomplished 
artist of the New Zealand Academy of Fine Arts, made detailed sketches 
of the Grand Fleet including Dreadnoughts, battlecruisers and destroyers. 
He sketched the fleet at sea in wild weather, in the calm back at port, 
flying kite balloons and painted in dazzle. He often sketched on the 
back of flimsy paper acquired from official record pads used in the ship’s 
signals office. A plaque acknowledges that 13 ships of the Royal Navy 
and Imperial German Navy sketched by Esmond in this exhibition are 
veterans of the battle of Jutland.

Esmond’s younger brother Hal was 20 years old and his sketches express 
a witty view on naval life with an officer’s rank based on the size of his 
telescope. Hal often sketched the moments when there were unexpected 
encounters at sea such as bumping into mines, U-boats surfacing close by, 
damaged shipping, and salvaging a white ensign which they flew as they 
returned to base.

The exhibition will also include a 1.5-metre Warrior class ship model, 
built by model maker Graham Beeson, painted in dazzle camouflage and 
fitted with torpedo booms and nets. There will be book readings from 
Esmond’s war diary letters and an exhibition catalogue, The Atkinson 
Boys’ Own Guide to the Navy 1916, has been written by Claire Clark and 
published by the Royal New Zealand Navy. 

The exhibition is sponsored by the Lottery World War One Environment 
and Heritage Committee of the Lottery Grants Board, Hutt City Council, 
New Zealand Micrographic Services, Royal New Zealand Navy and 
Alfred Memelink Artspace Gallery.

Light cruisers
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Contact Claire Clark, event manager, for further details, email 
ww1splash@gmail.com or visit http://www.ww100.govt.nz/ahoy-ww1-
naval-artists-lieutenants-esmond-hal-atkinson-rnvr

National Maritime Museum 
Events at the Queen’s House

Come and celebrate the 400th anniversary of the Queen’s House. Inigo 
Jones’s architectural masterpiece has reopened after major restoration, with 
22 spectacular rooms filled with great art representing 400 years. Explore 
the architecture and royal history in the magnificent surroundings of the 
seventeenth-century Queen’s House. This season of events is inspired by 
our beautiful ‘house of delight’, as Inigo Jones’s architectural masterpiece 
opens its doors again.
Read more at http://www.rmg.co.uk/queens-house/exhibitions-events

Books by Members

John M. Bingeman The First HMS ‘Invincible’ 
(1747–58): Her excavations (1980–91), Bingeman 
Publications, 5 Rumbolds Close, Chichester, po19 
7uj, rev. 2nd edn, 2015, isbn hbk 9780993447006; 
pbk 9780993447013

The book includes details of Invincible’s building as a French warship, her 
capture in 1747, her stranding in the Solent, and the 1979–91 excavations 
of the wreck site. Particular attention is paid to the artefacts recovered 
and their significance; they provide nautical archaeologists and historians 
with a time capsule of equipment aboard a warship fully equipped in the 
mid-eighteenth century. In addition, because Invincible was carrying 
troops to Canada, the wreck contained regimental equipment, including 
army buttons that pre-dated previously accepted dates and are of great 
significance to army historians.

Barry Gough Britannia’s Navy on the West Coast of North 
America, 1812–1914 Heritage House, 2016, 336 pp, isbn 10: 
1772031097; 13: 9781772031096

The influence of the Royal Navy on the development of 
British Columbia and the Pacific Northwest was both 
effective and extensive. Yet all too frequently, its impact 
has been ignored by historians, who instead focus on the 
influence of explorers, fur traders, settlers, and railway 
builders. In this thoroughly revised and expanded edition 
of his classic 1972 work, naval historian Barry Gough 
examines the contest for the Columbia country during 

the War of 1812, the 1844 British response to President Polk’s manifest 
destiny and cries of ‘Fifty-four forty or fight’, the gold-rush invasion of 
30, 000 outsiders, and the jurisdictional dispute in the San Juan Islands that 
spawned the Pig War. The author looks at the Esquimalt-based fleet in the 
decade before British Columbia joined Canada and the navy’s relationship 

mailto:ww1splash%40gmail.com?subject=First%20World%20War%20Naval%20Art
http://www.ww100.govt.nz/ahoy-ww1-naval-artists-lieutenants-esmond-hal-atkinson-rnvr
http://www.ww100.govt.nz/ahoy-ww1-naval-artists-lieutenants-esmond-hal-atkinson-rnvr
http://www.rmg.co.uk/queens-house/exhibitions-events
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with coastal First Nation over the five decades that preceded the First 
World War.

Alistair Roach The Life and Ship Models of Norman Ough 
Naval Institute Press, 2016, 192 pp, isbn 9781591146179

Norman Ough is considered by many as the greatest 
ship modeller of the twentieth century and his exquisite 
drawings and meticulous models have come to be regarded 
as masterpieces of draughtsmanship, workmanship and 
realism; more than technically accomplished ship models, 
they are truly works of art.  This new book is both a tribute 
to his lonely genius and a practical treatise for model 
shipwrights. Ough lived most of his adult life far from 

the sea in an apartment in London, where his frugal existence and total 
absorption in his work led to hospitalization on at least two occasions.  
He was an eccentric in the truest sense but he became one of the most 
sought-after masters of his craft. Earl Mountbatten had him model ships 
he had served on and film production companies commissioned models 
for effects in several films.  Incorporating many of his original articles 
from Model Maker magazine, his detailed line drawings of ships now 
held by the Brunel Institute, and photographs of his models displayed in 
museums and at Mountbatten’s home in Hampshire, this book presents 
an extraordinary level of practical information as well as an inspiring 
panorama of perhaps the most perfect warship models ever made

James Irvine et al. (eds) HMS Hampshire: A century of 
myths and mysteries unravelled, Orkney Heritage Society, 
2016, 112 pp, £25, isbn 9780953594572

There has been a great deal of secrecy concerning the loss 
of HMS Hampshire. James Irvine has brought together a 
team of 11 contributors to compile the first publication 
since all secret files have become available. They considered 
all aspects of this tragic event from the German mining 
submarines, Kitchener’s military career, the various rescue 
efforts, the minesweeping that followed, conspiracy 

theories which turned out to be erroneous, the Kitchener Memorial in 
1926, wreck diving with the recovery of artefacts, and the unveiling of the 
new ‘Roll of Honour Wall’ exactly 100 years to the hour after Hampshire 
struck the German mine lying a mile and a half off Marwick Head, 

Mainland Orkney.

Paul Brown, Britain’s Historic Ships, Conway, 2016, 208 
pp, £20.00, isbn 9781844864096

Britain’s maritime history is probably at its most tangible 
when viewed through the historic ships dotted around the 
British Isles, most of them open to the public. This fully 
updated second edition explores 30 of the most important 
historic ships in the UK, offering a comprehensive history 
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of each vessel’s design, construction, active service, and subsequent 
restoration and preservation, plus shorter profiles of many of the smaller 
vessels. The ships are organized into sections: The Sailing Navy, Merchant 
Sail, Coastal Sail, The Transition from Sail to Steam, The Early 20th-
century Navy, Coastal Steamers and Harbour Craft, The Second World 
War Navy and the Post-war Navy. The book is illustrated with an attractive 
collection of artworks, specially commissioned photography and archive 
images.

Heather Noel-Smith and Lorna M. Campbell Horn-
blower’s Historical Shipmates: The lives and naval careers 
of the young gentlemen of Pellew’s ‘Indefatigable’, Boydell 
and Brewer, September 2016, 248pp, isbn 9781 783270996

This book sets out the lives of seventeen ‘young gentlemen’ 
who were midshipmen under the famous Captain Sir 
Edward Pellew aboard the frigate HMS Indefatigable. 
C. S. Forester, the historical novelist, placed his famous 
hero, Horatio Hornblower, aboard Pellew’s ship as a 
midshipman, so this book is, as it were, the actual story 
of Hornblower’s real-life shipmates. The very colourful 

lives recounted include those of the Hon. George Cadogan, who survived 
three courts martial and a duel to retire with honour as an admiral in 1813; 
Thomas Groube, who commanded a fleet of boats which destroyed the 
Dutch shipping at Batavia in 1806; and James Bray, killed commanding a 
sloop during the American War of 1812. 

University Courses

University of Exeter

MPhil and PhD courses in Maritime Historical Studies

The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies is the oldest established centre 
for this specialism in a British university. The Centre seeks to promote 
research into economic, social, political, naval and environmental aspects 
of the British maritime past from the earliest times to the present day. 
The Centre holds termly research seminars (in conjunction with the 
Society for Nautical Research), an annual international Maritime History 
Conference and a twice-yearly Strategic Policy Studies Group symposium 
(with associated publication). 

See the website of the Centre for Maritime Historical Studies.

University of Hull

BA History with Maritime History; MA and PhD

Maritime history is the study of humankind’s relationship with the seas and 
oceans. It is a subdiscipline of ‘history’ and cannot survive intellectually 
or philosophically without it. Since humans are terrestrial, the history of 
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their encounters with the sea is implicitly an extension of the history of 
lands and their peoples.

The Department of History offers  the BA History with Maritime 
History in the field of maritime historical studies. Maritime history modules 
are also offered to students registered on the History Department’s MA 
programmes, while supervision is available for those seeking to undertake 
a PhD.

For more information see:
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistoricalstudiesce.aspx 

Portsmouth University

MA Naval History, one year full time or two years part time 
distance learning

What was the Royal Navy’s role in British history, and that of its 
empire?  Why did Nelson become such a hero and how was he 
depicted? Through a unique partnership with the National Museum of the 
Royal Navy, this programme explores these questions in the context of 
400 years of naval history. You will examine the importance of the Royal 
Navy to British and global history, while engaging with the life of the 
ordinary sailor in peace and war, the cult of the naval hero, and the navy – 
and its sailors – in popular culture. To do so, you will draw on a range of 
naval experts, curators, and primary sources, including the rich collections 
of Portsmouth’s naval museums. The flexible distance format allows you 
to learn from leading naval experts as well as the latest scholarship and 
debates in the field. For full details see:
http://www.port.ac.uk/courses/history-politics-and-social-studies/ma-
naval-history/

University of Malta

MA Global Maritime Archaeology

In October 2016, the University of Malta will be offering a new international 
master’s programme in Global Maritime Archaeology. This 13-month 
intensive course is being offered in collaboration with the University of 
Western Australia and Western Australian Museum.

This MA in Global Maritime Archaeology is intended to expose students 
to a broad range of facets that fall within this discipline. Students will be 
able to start and develop their careers in the field of archaeology with 
special emphasis on the maritime and underwater sub-disciplines of the 
subject. Furthermore, students may use the skill garnered from this robust 
course to pursue careers that are not related to archaeology. Skills-sets 
acquired throughout the one year duration of this programme are multi-
dimensional, flexible and most importantly, desirable to stakeholders and 
employers.

We would like to announce that we are offering a scholarship for the 
coming academic year. For further information see:
http://www.um.edu.mt/icp/ma-marine-archaeology
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Society for Nautical Research 
Membership Report

1 July 2016 to 30 September 2016
New Members
Mikko Huhtamies, Helsinki, Finland
Christopher Wright, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
Max Shuard, Adelaide, South Australia
Steve Garnett, Northfleet, Kent
Claire Jowitt, Framingham Pigot, Norfolk
Nikki Marmery, Amersham, Buckinghamshire
Matthew Coumbe, Southsea, Portsmouth
Barnaby Sheppard, Mylor Bridge, Cornwall
Robert Adams, Washington, Columbia. USA
Stephen Roberts, Arlington, Virginia
K. Nazarenko,  Sankt Peterburg, Russian Federation
Stephen Davies, Tai Hang, Hong Kong
Catherine Scheybeler, London
Ed Williams-Hawkes, Topsham, Devon
Charlotte McKenzie, Truro, Cornwall
Mansell Jones, Morgantown, West Virginia, USA
Vincent McCullough, Chantilly, Virginia, USA
Anil Jai Singh, Uttar Pradesh, India
Conor Brosnan, Kerry, Ireland 

Students
Ian Abbey, Bryan, Texas, USA
Charlotte Willis, Shrivenham, Wiltshire
Hayden Dunn, Bournemouth, Dorset
Asger Christensen, Flemming, Denmark
Geoff Davidson, New South Wales, Australia
Joseph Eliav, Tel Aviv, Israel
Andrew English, APO, Armed Forces, USA

Reported Deaths
D. J. Lees, Norwich
R. R. McNish, Chichester, West Sussex
G. N. Perren, St John’s Wood, London
G. W. S. Miskin, Farnham, Surrey
R. Mack, British Columbia, Canada
Dr E. Course, Eastleigh, Hampshire
Dr M. Furber, New Hampshire. USA
G. Miller, Bridlington, Yorkshire
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