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Chairman’s Column
The AGM this year was held at the National Museum of the Royal Navy 
in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard on Saturday, 17 June 2017. 

At the AGM we followed the usual format whereby I opened 
proceedings with a round-up of the Society’s activities over the previous 
year. We then discussed and adopted the Annual Report and Accounts 
of the Society, and of the Save The Victory Fund and the Macpherson 
Collection Endowment Fund, for the year ending 31 December 2016. 
Presentations followed by the Chairmen of our three working committees 
and the Honorary Editor of The Mariners Mirror. 

Chris Holt, representing Lorna Campbell, chair of the Publications 
Committee, gave an overview of the areas that had been addressed in 
the past year. Dr Sam Willis acts as online editor of the website and is 
responsible for maintaining the majority of the Society’s social media 
channels. The website is attracting good interest and, encouragingly, 
plenty of new users, which suggests that the Society’s social media channels 
are working to draw people to the website. Nearly half of the people 
accessing the website are from overseas demonstrating that the Society’s 
international reach is growing; in fact the website has been accessed by 
users from 163 different countries. Our online newsletter, Topmasts, 
is proving increasingly popular and always has something to catch the 
interest of members and readers. Our social media feeds go from strength 
to strength, and attract increasing participation both from members and 
other users. As a consequence membership continues to creep up and is 
now 1210.

David Davis reviewed the business of the Research and Programmes 
Committee including the awarding of research and conference grants. 
David referred to the Anderson Medal which was awarded to James 
Goldrick for his book entitled Before Jutland: The naval war in northern 
European waters, August 1914–February 1915. The Anderson Medal 
presentation ceremony was held at the National Maritime Museum in 
April, and afterwards James gave an extremely interesting lecture; the 
evening concluded with a reception. David is organizing the Society’s first 
conference on 9 September in association with the University of Greenwich: 
the conference title is ‘The State of Maritime Historical Research’.

Richard Bateman who chairs the Heritage and Crafts Committee 
gave a review of the status of the ships and craft in which the Society 
has a current interest. In HMS Victory the progress being made on the 
restoration is very impressive and the installation of the new prop 
system is about to commence. The National Museum of the Royal Navy 
(NMRN) has improved the way in which a number of the exhibits are 
now being presented: they have changed visitor routing through the ship 
and extended media coverage to engage the public. Among many other 
items, Richard noted that the Portsmouth Naval Base Property Trust had 
received a grant for its ‘Memorial Fleet’ project, which would create an 
operational fleet of small craft, which had played a significant role in in the 
defence of the nation during the twentieth century. It is the Heritage and 
Crafts Committee that makes recommendations to Council each year for 
the award of the Victory Medal and this year the medal has been awarded 
posthumously to Martyn Heighton.
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Martin Bellamy, Honorary Editor of The Mariner’s Mirror, reviewed his 
experience with the submission of articles for the Mirror and the spread of 
subjects. Our relationship with our publisher, Taylor & Francis, continues 
to bring benefits to both parties. One of the most significant features Taylor 
& Francis have brought to us is the increase in international institutional 
membership subscriptions which now stand at 2,296. Recently the Taylor 
& Francis website featured an ‘Editor’s Choice’ collection of articles 
selected from The Mariner’s Mirror by Martin on the topic of the Mary 
Rose. Access restrictions to the selected articles were lifted for the period 
that the Editor’s Choice was live. This is a good way for Mariner’s Mirror 
articles to reach a new audience and to raise the profile of the Society and 
its scholarly outputs.

The AGM then conducted the formal business of re-election of the 
officers of the Society, certain Council membership elections and the 
reappointment of auditors. Again, as is usual, the meeting concluded with 
presentations by director of the National Museum of the Royal Navy and 
the captain of HMS Victory.

The AGM was followed by an open house and walk around HMS 
Victory. This year the weather was extremely hot so it was delightful to 
wander and chat with fellow members on the upper deck while sipping a 
glass of Pimms. In the early evening I had the greatest pleasure in presenting 
the 2017 Victory Medal to Evelyn Heighton, Martyn’s widow. Evelyn was 
accompanied by their two sons and on accepting the medal she gave a few 
moving words of thanks. Again, as has become our usual practice, we held 
our annual dinner in the evening on HMS Victory’s lower gun deck – and 
a good time was had by all.

The AGM and annual dinner on HMS Victory clearly provide a 
rewarding day and I would encourage as many members as possible to 
come in future years and play a part in these important events in the life 
of the Society. 

The date next year is Saturday, 16 June 2018.
Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton

Editor’s Notes

Welcome to the August edition of Topmasts. Next month SNR, with the 
Greenwich Maritime Centre, will be hosting our first conference – after 
over 100 years! I hope that you have booked your place. This edition carries 
some thought-provoking pieces in the run up to the conference. I am sure 
that there will be many different opinions in relation to Mike Bender’s 
articles, but that is their purpose: to provoke thought. The letter from 
Peter King suggests that the Society should not overlook the ‘interested 
amateur’, and perhaps consideration should be given at conference as to 
whether the needs of the interested amateur are different, and if so, how 
we can serve their needs alongside those of academia.

This edition includes many of the familiar elements: a continuation 
of the articles in the May edition relating to Spanish maritime museums 
and piracy in the Caribbean, as well as information about SNR awards. 
It is good also to see conference reports – thank you to their authors, and 
please keep them coming! There are fewer notifications of lectures and 
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conferences, as many museums and institutions have not yet published 
their autumn/winter programmes.

I am hoping that the November edition of Topmasts will have a northern 
flavour. Much maritime history relates to the south of the United Kingdom. 
Most of the major ports, naval bases and maritime/naval museums are 
south of that magical line that joins the Bristol Channel to the Wash, but 
arguably the powerhouse of shipbuilding and the early transatlantic trade 
and much more lies well north of the line. Bob Eddelston, chairman of 
Maritime History North, and I are working together to give November 
Topmasts a northern flavour. So if you would like to submit an article or 
news item with a northern theme, please do get in touch. 

I hope that you find something in this edition that is interesting and 
enjoyable.

Nigel Blanchford 
topmasts@snr.org.uk

Floating About 

In ‘Floating around Fleetwood’ (Topmasts 21), I half-jokingly suggested a 
seven-year ban on the N(Nelson)-word, so that maritime history can have 
time to rethink and to recreate itself away from glorifying the events that 
the power elite wish to commemorate, such as Trafalgar. In these papers, 
I want to consider this process within the wider context of it providing 
implicit support for wars undertaken by the British. 

I believe that we can use literature written by those who lived through 
the relevant times usefully to examine some of the effects of war, and then 
compare the main ideas with those foregrounded in the standard maritime 
history narrative. So, in the present paper, I use Tarka the Otter and Gavin 
Maxwell’s Harpoon at a Venture in Floating About the Two Rivers to 
look at the costs of war to participants. In Floating about Windermere/
Coniston, I use the same methodology to look at the costs for survivors 
and civilians. By highlighting these costs, I hope to demonstrate the 
distortions required on the part of maritime historians to maintain the 
hegemonic narrative of the necessity and righteousness of wars fought by 
the British.

Floating About the Two Rivers: 
Is Tarka the Otter really a children’s classic?

The original motivation behind the present paper was simply to get down 
to reading some of the books that had lined my cabin shelf for years and 
which were in danger of disintegrating. So, when I got to Appledore Pool, 
at the confluence of the Taw and Torridge rivers, I settled down with my 
Puffin Modern Classic copy of Tarka the Otter; to enjoy the adventures 
of ‘one of the best-loved creatures in world literature’, as the blurb said on 
the back cover.

I rapidly did a double-take. Tarka is smeared with blood and saturated 
with violence – the violence of animals killing other animals for food, 
or in competition for dominance, and the violence of being trapped and 
hunted by man. Even sharper are the echoes of the trenches. (Signing up at 
18, Williamson saw two periods at the front during the First World War, 
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injuries ending each spell – the second time after he had been hospitalized 
with a mixture of gassing and dysentery.) For example, the old dog otter, 
Marland Jimmy has starved to death in winter in the sandhills of the 
(Braunton) Burrows:

foxes, badgers and stoats slunk and prowled and fought for each 
other’s bodies . . . The wind whined near the skeleton of his mate 
broken at the knees, near the skeleton of Marland Jimmy gaping at 
the crown, eyeless and showing its teeth in the ice (p. 127).

There are also a number of references to corpses hanging up as if on barbed 
wire. In the branches of trees in the pheasant run, the keepers have hung:

the corpses of many vairs [weasels]and fitches [stoats], some green, 
others hairless and dray, some with brown blood clotting broken 
paws and noses . . . With them were bundles of claws and feathers, 
which once had been dwarf owls, kestrels, magpies, sparrowhawks 
and buzzards. The hues and sheens of plumage were gone, and their 
eyes’ light; soon they would drop to the earth and flowers dream out 
of their dust (p. 53) 

Surely a reference to Flanders poppies? This is a world of routine cruelty 
and pain. The otters are feeding in a river near to a wood:

where the corpses of herons, kingfishers, red-throated divers, 
cormorants, and shags were nailed to an oak tree. Some had been 
shot, some trapped. The cormorants and shags were beheaded, for 
the Two Rivers Board of Conservancy paid one shilling for every 
head. The wings of the kingfishers were cut off their tiny bodies, 
for some women in towns were willing to pay money for the bright 
feathers, which they wore as ornaments in their hats. (p. 78) 

This is no children’s classic. Rather, it parallels the author’s wartime 
experiences.

Sidney Rogerson was also in the trenches as an officer. He was 
commanding a battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment. In Twelve Days 
on the Somme: A memoir of the trenches, 1916 (London, 1933, reprinted 
2006), he describes how they have not even reached the front line:

Men vomited over the task of digging new trenches, for bodies were 
unearthed at every yard. The deepening of the front line turned a 
German officer out of the mud beneath our very feet. A sap led into 
an overgrown trench full of French skeletons of 1914. Most pitiful, 
the attempt to straighten a piece of trench broke into a dug-out where 
sat huddled three Scottish officers, their faces mercifully shrouded 
by the grey flannel of the gasmasks they had donned when death 
came upon them. In such places as the Kaiserin trench the parapet 
was revetted with corpses thinly hidden by rotting sandbags whence 
at night the rats fled squeaking from their ghoulish repasts. (p. 5)

Richard Adams’s Watership Down is a children’s classic. It has passages 
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when we fear for Bright Eyes and the troop; but these periods of anxiety 
are in sharp contrast to Tarka, where the bloodthirstiness of the account, 
the brutality, is unrelenting. Tarka’s world, except for brief interludes 
of friendship when, even then, the need to be wary is paramount, is a 
world of total war – kill or be killed. It is very hard to think that such 
a randomly violent and death-making portrayal can possibly be suitable 
for children. The most plausible explanation is that the author has been 
deeply disturbed by what he witnessed in the trenches and that Tarka is 
those trenches transposed to the Two Rivers. Tarka’s literary equivalent 
is Sebastian Smith in Virginia Woolf’s Mrs Dalloway, published a year 
earlier, who still relives going over the top as he walks around London 
before committing suicide. 

Trained as a social scientist, I try, whenever possible, to bring 
comparative data to bear. Fortunately, there is another ‘otter’ classic, Ring 
of Bright Water by Gavin Maxwell, first published in 1960. Despite selling 
half a million copies in the Pan edition and a box office success as a film, 
Maxwell’s writing is of a poor quality, with much padding, and his otters 
are pets to be taken for walks on a lead and invariably come to a rather 
unpleasant end.

So, it seemed that my attempt to draw useful comparisons had failed, but, 
by chance, I happened to have a copy of Maxwell’s Harpoon at a Venture 
(London, 1955). Maxwell was a major in Special Operations Executive 
during the Second World War and, towards its end, was stationed on the 
island of Soay in the Inner Hebrides. He bought a 30-foot lobster fishing 
boat. On board with other soldiers, he sees a basking shark. Maxwell 
empties 300 rounds into it, to no avail or purpose. After the war, he bought 
Soay with the idea of creating a processing plant for killed basking sharks, 
whose large livers contained valuable oil. Much of the book is concerned 
with developing efficient ways of killing the sharks, but also the pleasure 
of doing so. His crew had a war cry for a successful harpooning: ‘He feels 
it! He feels it!’ (p. 74); but the cruel madness is even more blatant. The 
commercially sensible way of profiting from these killings was to take out 
the liver and discard the rest of the fish. But Maxwell wants to keep and 
profit from each part and he and his crew are killing far more sharks than 
the factory can process. The water in the harbour at Soay becomes rank 
with scum and writhed through by huge conger eels. Behind the beaches 
where the sharks were drawn up ‘as more and more of the carcasses were 
opened the blood tricked down among the stones, and the sea behind 
them became crimson for hundreds of yards, a true sea of blood’ (p. 205). 
Huge piles of offal are attacked by thousands of gulls. Then the pickle 
tank where they are stowing the flesh does not have a solution of sufficient 
strength and the flesh rots and becomes home to millions of grubs. 

This Bosch-like vision of hell makes sense if we assume that Maxwell 
was deranged by the war. He cannot stop killing, killing the displaced 
enemy, the actually harmless basking shark. He only stops when the funds 
run out. 

Why are these accounts of men who fought in two world wars relevant 
to maritime history? Of course, both Williamson and Maxwell served in 
the army, but this cannot be used as an attempt by maritime historians 
to claim their irrelevance. It is inconceivable that naval warfare is any 
less stressful – think of the Atlantic and Russian convoys of the Second 
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World War when the U-boats had supremacy, a tension which helps make 
The Cruel Sea a great novel. Maritime history supports the hegemonic 
narrative of the reluctant necessity to go to war, and its limited effects, 
and in so doing, became and becomes the annotated glorification of naval 
warfare.

It is certainly the case that war predominates in maritime history. I 
totted up the main articles in ten issues of The Mariner’s Mirror from 
volumes 100:2 to 102:4 (my volume 101:1 seems to have gone floatabout). 
Of the 41 articles 24 (59 per cent) concern the navy or a war. While I was 
finalizing this paper, volume 103:2 arrived, Every one of the five main 
articles concerned naval warfare, six of the seven Notes likewise. 

War at sea is no different from war on land as it relates to the hegemonic 
war narrative: that war is unfortunately inevitable, forced on our unwilling 
and competent politicians by our enemies, and the people who fight it are 
heroes, reluctantly ordered to their deaths by cautious generals. And when 
they come home, they are treated as heroes, and quickly and relatively easily 
return to their peacetime, civilian lives. Our role, as maritime historians, is 
solely to investigate what actually happens during these wars, not to look 
at what causes them or what their long-term effects are.

Williamson and Maxwell were troubled men, troubled long after they 
stopped fighting, albeit troubled in different ways. A sanitized maritime 
history, obeying the dictates of the hegemonic narrative, loses interest in 
the participants once they come ashore. Which is convenient for propping 
up the hegemonic narrative of war that pretends its effects are limited. But 
it is not good history.

Floating about Windermere/Coniston: 
The strange case of Bob Blackett

For the generations of young readers between the wars, the key figure was 
Arthur Ransome, whose Swallows and Amazons series had sold a million 
copies by 1948. Ransome, with his romanticizing of sailing on lake, Broad 
and sea, gave meaning to the ‘maritime’ for tens of thousands of readers. 
Therefore, it is important to try and gain a deeper understanding of this 
key figure and his writings, and to this end, I re-examined the 12 volumes 
of the Swallows and Amazons series that Ransome wrote between 1930 
and 1947. 

Ever since my original reading of the first volume, Swallows and 
Amazons (1930), many tides ago, I had been puzzled by the silence 
regarding the father of Nancy (Ruth) Blackett and her sister, Peggy. Not 
only is he absent, his absence is not commented on. 

A clue is provided in Swallowdale (1931), the second volume of the 
series. The children have climbed the Old Man of Coniston, which they 
call ‘Kanchenjunga’, which is, in actuality, the third highest mountain in 
the world, and which was much in the news at the time. In May 1929 the 
American E. F. Farmer, deserted by his porters, who refused to go any 
further, climbed on alone but did not return. Another German–English 
expedition in 1930 failed due to poor weather and snow conditions. In 
this rather bland second volume, the emotional temperature is suddenly 
ratcheted up, as the children reach the cairn at its top. Roger had found 
a loose stone at the foot of the cairn, had pulled it out and seen the little 
brass box hidden behind it:
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‘I’ll open it’, said Roger, and he did. Inside was a folded bit of paper 
and a farthing with the head of Queen Victoria on it . . .
Roger let Nancy unfold it. She opened it, reading it aloud, and then 
stopped. Peggy took it and read it aloud . . .

August the 2nd 1901
We climbed the Matterhorn.
Molly Turner
J. Turner
Bob Blackett

 ‘That’s mother and Uncle Jim’, said Peggy in a queer voice.
‘Who is Bob Blackett?’ asked Susan.
‘He was father,’ said Nancy. 

This is an emotionally powerful moment. Both the Blackett girls are 
clearly overcome, yet neither provide an explanation for the disappearance 
of their father, nor do the tactful Walker children ask. 

We can use those three signatories to look again at those who did not 
come back (Bob Blackett), those who did (Jim Turner) and the civilians who 
waited in vain for them to return (Molly Turner, widow of Bob Blackett).

To start with consideration of those who did not return, we have a few 
more clues. The children also leave a record of their triumph, dated 11 
August 1931. The conventional wisdom from Ransome cognoscenti is that 
the first volume is placed in the summer of 1929, and that Nancy was then 
12½ years old and Peggy 11½, i.e. born 1917 and 1918 respectively. So, 
their father must have died at the end of the First World War, or from the 
flu pandemic of 1918–20. At no point in the 12 volumes of Swallows and 
Amazons, besides this one occasion on Kanchenjunga, do Mrs Blackett or 
her daughters refer to her husband or their father. It is clearly a matter that 
is so raw that the death that happened some 12 years ago still cannot be 
talked about in the Blackett family. 

Let us turn to those who returned. Two young men climbed the 
Matterhorn, the other, of course, being Jim Turner, Mrs Blackett’s brother. 
Uncle Jim is a central figure in the Swallows and Amazons series. Uncle Jim, 
in the cosy ‘just a bunch of children’s school holidays stories’ traditional 
approach, is portrayed as a curmudgeonly, good-hearted grump; but 
Ransome is a master at sliding in material, perhaps much more relevant to 
his adult readers, which is emotionally laden. It seems likely that Turner 
fought the war in the navy. In Swallowdale, he recalls ‘a nasty bump in a 
ship’s gig against the coast of Java (p. 97)’. Ransome presents him as the 
black sheep of the family, with wanderlust. An alternative explanation is 
that he is showing evidence of post-traumatic stress disorder. Recall the 
labels on Uncle Jim’s trunk when it is found by Titty and Roger at the 
end of Swallows and Amazons: labels from three shipping lines, from 
the Chinese Eastern Railway, from Peking, Upper Egypt, Mediterranean 
seaports, San Francisco, Buenos Ayres, London, Rangoon, Colombo, 
Melbourne, Hong-Kong, New York, Moscow and Khartoum (p. 310); as 
well as his metal prospecting. 
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This continual need to get away is further demonstrated by examining 
his absences. Captain Flint is actually only continually present in the two 
fantasy novels, Peter Duck (1932) (treasure seeking in the Caribbean) and 
Missee Lee (1941), set in the China Sea; and in the terminally tired Great 
Northern! (1947), set in the Hebrides. In the remaining nine novels set in 
England, he is never present throughout. It is plausible to suggest that he 
cannot settle or relate, and that it is war experience that has caused this 
damage to his personality. There is no mention of his having any adult 
relationship, of whatever duration. His only strong relationship is with 
his sister, doubtless partly because they were orphans, brought up by their 
Great Aunt. The one time we see real tenderness on his part is at the end 
of Winter Holiday, where all the characters reach ‘the North Pole’ – note 
again the influence of the exploration frame. ‘The North Pole’ is actually 
a lakeside hut. Worried about where all the children are, Uncle Jim and 
Molly Blackett quietly enter the hut at night, and in the morning, ‘fast 
asleep, sitting on the bench against the wall opposite the door, was Captain 
Flint. Beside him was his sister, Mrs Blackett, the mother of the Amazons, 
fast asleep with her head on his shoulder (p. 329)’.1

Those who waited for those who did not return: I have mentioned that 
Bob Blackett’s absence is only commented upon this once across the whole 
series, but there is an even more remarkable omission. The First World War 
has never happened. Or more exactly, of course, Ransome cannot bring 
himself to mention the Great War and its personal cost. Because of his 
poor eyesight, he could not enrol, but his brother, Geoffrey, three years 
younger, could. Ransome wrote his autobiography between 1949 and 
1961. It stops in 1932. For the year 1907 he wrote, ‘He [Geoffrey] fought 
in France, was wounded three times, and went back yet again to be killed, 
early in 1918.’ He was 30. There is no mention of Geoffrey throughout the 
war years. Nor is his death mentioned in Ransome’s letters, which were 
published under the title Signalling from Mars.2

The mixture of silence and evidence of the war’s terrible toll is, in fact, 
far more widespread in the Lakeland novels than just the absence of Bob 
Blackett. A very useful article, ‘Ransome’s Missing Natives’ written by 
Peter Hyland.3 ‘Natives’ are adults who are not part of the children’s 
family circle. Hyland has provided a useful service in totting up missing 
relatives across the complete 12 volumes: ‘Family units with members 
apparently missing = 9. Individuals with spouse or one or more close 
relatives apparently missing = 16. Standard “complete” families = 7’. 

It is the men who are missing, especially from the lakeside farming 
families. The Jacksons, the Dixons and the Swainsons have no children 
present. In Swallowdale, the Swainsons are helped by their granddaughter. 
Mrs Lethwaite has two sons, policeman and chauffeur to the Blacketts, 
but no husband. Children, especially sons, are crucial if the farm is to 
continue within the family, so would surely figure in the characters the 
children meet. But the war has ended this continuity. As Hyland points 
1 My wife, who, I am afraid, is rather addicted to TV soaps, has suggested another explanation for 
Bob Blackett’s disappearance: that Jim, and not Bob, is the girls’ father. I find this explanation quite 
repugnant, and only include it as it has the merit of the simplicity of Occam’s Razor.
2 H. Brogan, The Life of Arthur Ransome London, 1984; H. Brogan (ed.) Signalling from Mars, 
London, 1997.
3 www.Allthingsransome.net/literary/ransomemissingnatives; a slightly amended version of the 
article that first appeared in Mixed Moss, the journal of The Arthur Ransome Society, in 2007.

http://www.Allthingsransome.net/literary/ransomemissingnatives
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out, ‘The county regiment of Cumberland and Westmorland was The 
Border Regiment, which fought at Ypres, Somme, Arras, Cambrai and 
many other battle areas and suffered severe losses.’

Incidentally, religion cannot assuage this loss. For what appears, on 
the surface, to be a rather conventional set of texts, religion and men of 
the cloth are noticeable by their absence. Indeed, the only evidence for 
religious activity is the scene in Swallowdale, where the normally pirate-
like clothes of the Amazons are replaced by frills and dresses, as they are 
driven in a horse carriage to church with Great Aunt, an appearance which 
makes even the well-behaved Swallows guffaw. 

We can place Ransome within the context of literary or artistic statements 
concerning the 1914–18 war. The famous works of those who were on the 
front line, or served it, are clustered around 1929: Henry Williamson’s Tarka 
the Otter (1927), Edmund Blunden’s Undertones of War, R. C. Sherriff’s 
play, Journey’s End, both 1928; Robert Graves’s Goodbye to All That, 
Eric Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front and Richard Aldington’s 
Death of a Hero, all published in 1929; Williamson’s Patriot’s Progress and 
Siegfried Sassoon’s The Memoirs of an Infantry Officer, all 1930. 

Vera Britten tells in her foreword to her Testament of Youth that she 
started writing her account of her life, including her years as a nurse 
behind the front line, in November 1929. Rogerson’s Twelve Days on the 
Somme was published just before Armistice Day, 1933. Ransome clearly 
fits this delayed ability to describe the effects of war. He notes in his 
autobiography:

By March [1929], Evgenia and I made up our minds and I gave three 
months’ notice to the Manchester Guardian . . . On March 24, after 
a couple of days sailing, with a weight off my shoulders but with no 
prospects whatsoever, I began the writing of Swallows and Amazons. 
(p. 331) 

So Ransome was part of a generation that could only write about the war 
ten years or more after its cessation. But we can add more personal evidence 
for this analysis of the subtext to the Lakeland novels of a grief that cannot 
speak its name. By his fourth story Ransome realized that he had ‘used 
up’ the Lake District. Because he was a novelist of some originality and 
ability, he moved his location to the Norfolk Broads and the east coast and 
created a new set of characters. In these novels the families are far more 
often complete. In Coot Club (1934) Dr Dudgeon’s family is a complete 
nuclear entity, and the Farland twins, Port and Starboard, clearly see it as 
their duty to support their widowed father. In Secret Water (1939) both 
the Mastodon and the three Eels have families; and in The Big Six (1940) 
the Death and Glories, sons of boatbuilding fathers, also have mothers, 
parents who play an active part in the narrative. So, it would seem that 
Ransome gradually came to terms with his grief and no longer needed to 
express it through missing relatives. And when Ransome returned to the 
Lake District in The Picts and Martyrs, published in 1942, he was now 
able to create a nuclear farming family. The Warriners have a young son, 
Jacky, (eight to ten years old?), born long after the war, whose range of 
countryside and farming skills shows that he is clearly being groomed to 
take over the farm when the time comes. 
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We can now return to the relationship of maritime history to the 
hegemonic narrative concerning war, which it does not question, despite 
the fact that the basic assumptions of this narrative are deeply flawed. 

We give the 1914–18 war particular significance by calling it the First 
World War. Since to be first is to gain the glittering prize, the gold medal, 
we thereby inflate its unusualness. But it is actually the third World War 
Britain had fought, the Seven Years War and the Napoleonic War both 
being on a world wide scale and as Marilyn Butler has pointed out,4 the 
proportionate loss of life was greater in the Napoleonic War than in the 
1914–18 war. This means that the fourth global conflict, the 1939–45 war, 
would even be outside the medal positions. 

And then there is the misuse of the word ‘glorious’ in the term ‘glorious 
dead’. What could possibly be glorious about a pointless death in the mud 
of Passchendaele or the cliffs of Gallipoli?

We talk of the soldiers as ‘heroes’. Heroism is an act of outstanding 
individual bravery. The soldiers were mown down in their tens of 
thousands on the orders of generals who treated them as faceless, mass, 
expendable cannon fodder.

Although it would probably be denied, the long-term difficulties of 
returning to normalcy after a major conflict is underestimated in the 
hegemonic narrative, as I tried to show through the writing of Williamson 
and Maxwell; and again, it underplays the long-lasting grief of the survivors, 
except when contained within ritual events, such as Remembrance Day. 
Returning to the hills of the Lake District, every day the hill farmers 
would be reminded that they had no male heirs to whom they could 
hand over their hard-worked land. Every day Molly Blackett looked at 
her daughters and grieved for her husband, as did Jim restlessly roaming 
around. Instead of a children’s holiday idyll, Ransome is actually showing 
us a landscape almost as bleak as that painted by the war artists, another 
kind of devastated landscape of missing people.

I have tried to produce evidence across the two sections of this paper, 
giving the reasons why maritime historians should get up off their knees 
from supporting the fallacious and dangerous hegemonic narrative 
concerning wars, naval or otherwise, and create a more independent and 
more critical stance. It may take time to find the words. In the meantime, 
we could start by whistling.

The pencilled note of 1901 recording the climbing ‘the Matterhorn’ by 
Jim Turner, Bob Blackett and his future wife and widow is a mute testament 
to a generation lost on the battlefields of the 1914–18 war and, for us the 
readers, a prompt to better honour and better understand the wounded, 
both on and off the battlefield. 

Michael Bender 
SNR Member, Honorary Research Fellow, Exeter University

4 M. Butler, Romantics, Rebels and Reactionaries: English literature and its background 1760–
1830 (Oxford, 1981), 115.
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Questions of Piracy:
Caribbean Confusion during the French Revolutionary Wars

II

In the preceding part (see Topmasts 22), emphasis has been placed on 
the remarkable confusion which formed the background to Caribbean 
hostilities of the 1790s. The effects of Revolutionary France’s abolition of 
slavery, and the commercial activity of the emergent United States have 
both been mentioned. Particular attention has also been directed to the 
French island-colony of Guadeloupe which was to play an outstanding 
role, especially in the eastern area of the Caribbean theatre. Moreover, 
there has been comment on the extraordinary part played by Victor 
Hugues: indeed, it can be said that Revolutionary Guadeloupe was largely 
his personal handiwork.

The foregoing points were strikingly illustrated in the Guadeloupean 
Decree of 13 Pluviôse Year V. Enacted in early 1797, this highly 
controversial legislation was described by Hugues as a massive blow 
against the British presence in the Caribbean. The underlying purpose, he 
asserted, was to deter American seafarers from trading in a way that was 
greatly to the advantage of his British opponents. Not altogether clear, 
due to perplexing cross-references between some sections of the text, 
the Decree nevertheless gave a distinct impression that in future certain 
trading activity could well result in prosecution on a charge of piracy. It 
was claimed, on very questionable grounds, that Americans who supplied 
French and Dutch colonies currently under British occupation were, 
in effect, prolonging a kind of civil war in such places – and that such 
prolongation might well be viewed as piratical in its nature. Obviously, 
that sort of charge, no matter how far-fetched, would imply at least the 
possibility of the death penalty; and Hugues’s previous role as a public 
prosecutor in the dreaded revolutionary tribunals of metropolitan France 
doubtless strengthened any misgivings.

The reaction of the authorities in Paris is of interest. Despite a general 
worsening of Franco-American relations, ministerial opinion considered 
that Hugues had gone much too far. The Guadeloupean Decree of 
13 Pluviôse Year V was said to be downright unreasonable: it was also 
unconstitutional, in that it gave the impression that Revolutionary 
Guadeloupe could concoct its own distinctive foreign policy. Ministerial 
warnings insisted that the Decree might well provoke severe British 
retaliation, possibly against French prisoners-of-war. On the other hand, 
ministerial comment paid tribute to Hugues’s value in opposing the 
British, especially in the eastern Caribbean, by means of his very successful 
privateering. Moves to recall him to France, and to reorganize Guadeloupe’s 
administration, failed: to a large extent this reflected political turbulence 
in France itself at this time, leading to the Coup of 18 Fructidor. Overall, 
there was a remarkable demonstration of just how tenuous France’s grip 
on Guadeloupe had become. Thus, by late 1797, Hugues was confident 
that he had survived a major imbroglio.

Quietly setting aside his troublesome Decree of 13 Pluviôse, he 
turned to other measures for expressing his growing enmity towards 
the United States. An important step in this process involved a directive 
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to Guadeloupe’s prize-court insisting upon increased severity towards 
American vessels accused of improper trading. Hugues suggested that 
close examination of such vessels’ logs might well lead to inferences of the 
sort he wanted. In due course, some French authorities were to complain 
that he had packed the court with judges who were prepared to let him 
dictate verdicts in many cases. It would appear that, by very early in 1798, 
Hugues’s powerful and pervasive influence had made Guadeloupe’s image 
within American public opinion markedly worse than it had been in the 
preceding years.

It should be noted that 1798 witnessed widespread turmoil within the 
Atlantic community, and that the United States experienced its share of 
such developments. Internal political tensions and dispute formed the 
background to a range of exaggerated fears related to the French and their 
influence (see suggested reading in Part I, especially Alexander De Conde’s 
work on such matters). For example, the idea of a French invasion, in some 
form or other, caused a measure of American consternation, sometimes 
involving the preposterous notion of an expedition from France itself, 
right across the broad Atlantic. A very different version centred on the 
concept of Victor Hugues attacking such locations as the Carolinas in 
an effort to promote slave rebellion on a huge scale. In connection with 
Caribbean possibilities of this sort, mid-1798 witnessed a warning from 
the influential politician Henry Knox to President John Adams: ‘Indeed 
we are vulnerable in the Southern States to an alarming degree.’

In reality, Hugues seems to have had no such intentions: apart from 
all other considerations, he was already occupied with his extensive 
operations against merchant shipping. However, it was no fluke that 
American invasion fears paid much attention to Guadeloupe as a possible 
source of Caribbean-launched slave-rebellion. A few years earlier, before 
his concentration on privateering, Hugues had waged a daring campaign 
against various British-held islands. Small Guadeloupean vessels, nimble 
and elusive, had delivered landing-parties that could offer, in effect, ‘instant 
emancipation’. Thus, substantial forces of freed slaves could be called into 
being with startling speed, a prospect that caused great alarm in British 
colonial circles. Moreover, this form of warfare caused British naval forces 
serious problems for a while, despite significant seagoing support provided 
by some colonial authorities. Developments of this kind had been duly 
noted by numerous American observers in the theatre. In the climate of 
American thinking that held sway in 1798, it was understandable that 
uneasy memories led to misplaced beliefs that Hugues might well renew 
his earlier methods, this time against the United States.

Enough has been said to provide an outline of the complex international 
situation involving the Caribbean theatre, especially in its eastern waters, 
during the French Revolutionary period considered. The eventual removal 
of Victor Hugues from Guadeloupe, under strange circumstances, does 
not receive attention here because it is a matter outside the proper scope 
of this publication. Similar remarks would apply to such topics as the role 
of Haiti in the western Caribbean; the eventual repair of Franco-American 
relations, putting an end to the Quasi-War; and the Napoleonic restoration 
of slavery within the French colonies very early in the nineteenth century. 
However, getting back to the central theme of ‘Questions of Piracy’, it 
should be emphasized that the 1790s were marked by huge and often 
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perplexing changes within the Atlantic community. For its part, the 
Caribbean theatre became a remarkable arena for the interaction of jostling 
forces which reflected a range of external influences. The resulting context 
should be kept firmly in mind when appraising the general character, and 
perhaps culpability, of various maritime operations witnessed in that part 
of the world.

Some suggested reading for part II
H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘Controversial Legislation at Guadeloupe Regarding 
Trade and Piracy, 1797’, Revue française d’histoire d’outre-mer 76 (1989), 
97–106. This article, centred on the Guadeloupean Decree of 13 Pluviôse 
Year V, appeared in a special double number (282–283) edited by Professor 
Jean Tarrade, under the title ‘La révolution française et les colonies’, 
marking the 200th anniversary of 1789.

Regarding Victor Hugues’s campaign against British-held islands, 
blending subversion and light maritime transport, see H. J. K. Jenkins, 
‘British Naval Response to Unorthodox Warfare in the Eastern 
Caribbean,1795-96’, in R. W. Love et al. (eds), New Interpretations in 
Naval History (Annapolis, 2001), 73–82.

H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘The Quasi-War and American Fears of a French Invasion 
in 1798’, The Mariner’s Mirror 89 (2003), 462–4. With due agreement, this 
was republished (translated by J.-M. van Hille) in Chronique d’histoire 
maritime, no. 54 (March 2004), 61–6.

H. J. K. Jenkins 
SNR Member

Spanish Maritime Museums
Section 2: From Sant Feliu de Llobregat to Borriana

We continue along the Spanish coast, in geographical 
order.

Ictineu Submarins SL, Sant Feliu de Llobregat
A group named Institut Ictineu, Centre Català de 
Recerca Submarina was formed in 2006 which one 
year later created Ictineu Submarins SL, for building 

submersibles to be used in underwater projects. The first one was Ictineu 
3, able to carry three people and submerge up to 1,200 metres. Her weight 
is 5,300 kilogrammes, with a length of 4.8 metres. She can be moved by a 
catamaran, but usually is carried by a truck on land, and towed at the sea. 
Her range is 20 miles, 10 hours underwater, and 1.5 knots. The Ictineu 
3 has collaborated in several projects with the Underwater Archaeology 
Centre of Catalonia.
https://youtu.be/53Ei1jE7EmE

Muntanya de Sal, Cardona
The exploitation of salt on this mountain began in the Neolithic, and the 
first underground mine was excavated between 1902 and 1905. It ceased 
production in 1990 and in 2003 it was opened to visitors.
https://youtu.be/msROc9x3Grw

https://youtu.be/53Ei1jE7EmE
https://youtu.be/msROc9x3Grw
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Sepulcre de Ramon Folch de Cardona, Bellpuig
This small village of 5,005 inhabitants (2016), about 125 kilometres from 
Barcelona, is proud to hold the superb tomb of Ramon Folch (1467–
1522), viceroy of Sicily (1507–9) and Naples (1509–22). Initially it was 
in the monastery of Saint Bartholomew, but in 1841, a few years after 
the ecclesiastical confiscations of Mendizábal (1835), it was moved to the 
current site in the parochial church of Saint Nicholas.
https://youtu.be/EAywRb9QdQA

Exposició: Emerencià Roig: De la mar al paper, Sitges
This is a temporary exhibition (31 March to 31 October 2017) in Can 
Rocamora, which will eventually be moved to a new museum at Can Falç, 
now in the process of restoration. The subject of the exhibition, Emerencià 
Roig (1881–1935), was a pharmacist born in Sitges, who spent the most 
of his free time in the study and research about ships and shipping. As a 
result, he left a notable collection of drawings of sailing ships, shipbuilding 
and published a remarkable list of maritime texts, including a notable 
lexicography in Catalan.
https://youtu.be/H2Uiwvm6jpU

Museu de Can Falç, Sitges
Once the restoration of this building is finished, it will be devoted to the 
history of the village, with the maritime section remembering the wealth 
produced by trade with the rest of the country, the Caribbean islands 
and South American states. It will also highlight the role played by its 
fishermen, who moved and settled to parts of the coast of the provinces of 
Cádiz and Huelva. There is also a hermitage in Sitges devoted to the Virgin 
of Vinyet, with several ex-votos given by fishermen in the past as token 
of gratitude. It is also worth noting that in this town there are two other 
good museums: Cau Ferrat and Maricel, which contain objects related to 
ships and the sea. 
https://youtu.be/Y0I15Rv4hZo

Espai El Far, Vilanova i la Geltrú
The Sant Cristòbal lighthouse is still active, having been built in 1905 
to replace a smaller one built in 1866, and in whose keeper’s home were 
placed, as a loan, the Museu de Curiositats Marineres and Museu del 
Mar with the lifeboat Victor Rojas, on 16 July 2016, as we will see in the 
following paragraphs. It is owned by the city hall.

Museu de Curiositats Marineres, Vilanova i la Geltrú
This museum, whose name means ‘Sea Curiosities’, was closed in 2008 
with its contents being moved to Espai El Far. Its owner, and creator, 
was Francisco Roig Toqués (1921–2008), a lover of the sea who began 
as collector of ship items, and when they reached a significant quantity 
(1958), opened to the public. The exhibits are from warships and merchant 
ships, including a figurehead, a bell, anchors, a stuffed swordfish and more 
than a hundred small coats of arms used for decoration and remembering, 
given as a present to visitors of ships or other institutions. There are many 
small jars with sand from the beaches across the world. The museum 
became well-known in the 1970s, for a carp, named Juanita, a female 

https://youtu.be/EAywRb9QdQA
https://youtu.be/H2Uiwvm6jpU
https://youtu.be/Y0I15Rv4hZo
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diminutive of Juana (Joanna), who lived in a wash basin in the garden, and 
was able to show its head out of the water for drinking from a porrón, a 
traditional glass wine pitcher, or eat from a spoon, when Roig Toqués was 
approaching it. Unfortunately, the museum was closed when his owner 
died –and since then the carp, still alive, has never repeated this behaviour. 
His family offered to lend the collection to the city hall, and on 16 July 
2016 it was opened to the public in a new location, the Lighthouse Space 
(Espai El Far), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4nKAt2m1bE, 
together with another one, the Sea Museum (Museu del Mar).
https://youtu.be/jOdPQWcaAjI

Museu del Mar, Vilanova i la Geltrú
A group of sea lovers created a Sea Museum Association in 1977–8 to 
explain the history of the village, mainly its maritime traditions, by models, 
pictures, photographs, fishing tools, items of navigation and the maritime 
trade, including the lifeboat Victor Rojas, built in 1917, belonging to 
the Spanish Society of Shipwreck Rescue (SESN , Sociedad Española de 
Salvamento de Náufragos), created in 1880, placed in a shed aside the 
building, and other objects. The museum contents were provisionally 
exhibited in the home of the lighthouse keeper from 2000, and in 2016 
they became fixed there, in the named Espai El Far (Lighthouse Space).
https://youtu.be/IMkK-EAVjek 
https://youtu.be/mJnzTmeyJ9M 

Museu del Port de Tarragona
In 2000 the harbour authority opened this museum which explains the 
history of the Port since the Romans established it in around 217 bc 
through to the present. It displays the evolution of the wharfs and ships, 
methods of fishing and handling of several kinds of goods. A lighthouse 
museum from Baña Point moved from the south end of the Ebro Delta in 
2003 and was added to this museum.
https://youtu.be/tuQ8K3yNU5Q

Museu de la Torre del Port, Cambrils
This edifice, built in the seventeenth century, is an outstation of the Museu 
d’Història of the city, has been used since 1999, for exhibitions about 
the maritime history and culture of the village. It also preserves the boat 
Teresa, a trawler built in Cambrils before 1936.
https://youtu.be/BmItSZvIxFY

Museu de les Terres de l’Ebre, Amposta
This museum, opened in 2011, holds archaeological, ethnological and 
nature items, including a room showing local river craft.
https://youtu.be/ez8ALdwJoVQ

Museu de la Catedral, Tortosa
This museum contains an old Arabic plaque remembering the building of 
an arsenal in the city. The translated text says, ‘In the year 333 (= 944–5), 
Abd al-Rahman III ordered an arsenal for maritime armaments and ships 
under the direction of the Qa’id Abd al-Raman, son of Muhammad’
https://youtu.be/idE-4qv_sp0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4nKAt2m1bE
https://youtu.be/jOdPQWcaAjI
https://youtu.be/IMkK-EAVjek
https://youtu.be/mJnzTmeyJ9M
https://youtu.be/tuQ8K3yNU5Q
https://youtu.be/BmItSZvIxFY
https://youtu.be/ez8ALdwJoVQ
https://youtu.be/idE-4qv_sp0
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Museu de la Mar de l’Ebre, Sant Carles de la Ràpita
Opened in 2013, the museum holds a great collection of sea biodiversity 
items and includes many historical pieces showing the strategic maritime 
importance of the delta region since Roman times. It is owned by the city 
hall of the village, but managed by the Museum of Amposta, mentioned 
above.
https://youtu.be/lmL0DY9kN6I

Casa Membrillera,Vinaròs
This remarkable eighteenth-century building, known by the name of its 
old proprietors now belongs to Fundació Caixa Vinaròs, created in 2000, 
who moved to the building in 2010. There is a Sea Room (Sala Mar), which 
contains a section about fishing, including models, photographs and other 
items from the boats used by local fishermen are exhibited. On the roof of 
the building there is an astronomical observatory.
https://youtu.be/NBfthcZ_VvI

Museu del Mar Sant Telm, Benicarló
The Benicarló Naval Model-Making Club, uses a room lent by the Fishing 
Brotherhood of the village, in which they display models made by its 
members, and provide the necessary teaching and knowledge to those 
who wish to learn how to make them.
https://youtu.be/qZNi-DjGZ4c

Museu de la Mar, Benicarló
The village council is preparing this new mmuseum in an old lighthouse 
building, for explaining to visitors the relationship between fishermen and 
the sea. The possible opening will be before the end of 2017.
https://youtu.be/KazHHfpV__4

Museu de la Mar, Peníscola
This museum is sited in a building used as school since 1912, and opened 
as a museum in 1997. It explains and exhibits items of the trade, and 
marine tradition of its population since prehistoric ages. There are many 
items, panels, photographs, and videos. The contents are displayed in 
three sections: historical-archaeological, fishing, and marine wildlife of the 
region, with three aquariums.
https://youtu.be/8MDPDBa3_3A

Museu de la Mar, Grau de Castellón
Established by the city hall in an old public wash house, it was opened 
in 2010. The main subject is fishing, with more than 270 pieces and 70 
photographs, showing the activity of fishermen in the harbour, its 
approaches and Columbretes Islands. Also exhibited are lines, plans, 
shipwright’s tools, frames and models of boats, a photographic display 
showing the building of a lateen sail boat, and models of fishing gear, 
showing different types of nets used by fishermen, anchors, blocks, fish 
hooks and baskets, long lines, position lights, etc. 
https://youtu.be/n7ucqzx7bDg

https://youtu.be/lmL0DY9kN6I
https://youtu.be/NBfthcZ_VvI
https://youtu.be/qZNi-DjGZ4c
https://youtu.be/KazHHfpV__4
https://youtu.be/8MDPDBa3_3A
https://youtu.be/n7ucqzx7bDg
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Centre d’Arqueologia Subaquàtica de la Comunitat Valenciana, 
Borriana
The Autonomous Government of Valencia established this Centre 
in Borriana in 1996. Its main activity is research, conservation and 
dissemination of the underwater archaeological finds in the Community. 
With this objective, the University of Valencia runs a postgraduate 
course of Underwater Archaeology, organized by the Prehistory and 
Archaeology Department, with the support of the ARQVA, the National 
Museum of Underwater Archaeology, Cartagena, and other institutions. 
Anyone participating needs to have a diver certificate and insurance. The 
course covers legislation, methods of underwater work, extraction and 
preservation of items, study of wooden sailing vessels through the ages, 
and materials usually found in shipwrecks. It ends with a week of training 
exercises at sea.
https://youtu.be/BRQDY7r4tfU

Laureano Carbonell Relat
Overseas Corresponding Member, Spain

The Fenland Lighter Project
A Rearguard Action That Lasted a Century

The role of the Fenland lighters, as an important factor within heavy 
transport affecting a swathe of England that extended far beyond the actual 
Fens, started to dwindle markedly around the year 1850 (‘railwayfication’ 
had much to do with this development). However, for a hundred years or 
so thereafter, Fenland lightering fought on with stubborn determination. 
Sails vanished in due course, and then the teams of draught-horses followed 
suit. Eventually, the few remaining lighter gangs were to be seen under 
tow from small steam-tugs of distinctive build (see Topmasts 16, 27–8). 
Nevertheless, some old practices survived, notably the use of ‘charlico’ as 
a protection for the hulls, this serviceable but unlovely compound being a 
blend of horse-dung and tar.

As their traditional links with seagoing trade continued to diminish, 
some of the Fenland lighters found a temporary reprieve in connection 
with the sugar-beet industry. Others, belonging to the Nene Barge and 
Lighter Company, based a few miles upstream of Peterborough, found 
employment in the supply of small-sized ‘pitching stone’ for repairs to 
riverbanks. This sort of work led to the installation of massive ‘false floors’ 
so that the oak-built hulls could withstand the strain of being loaded from 
tipper-lorries. However, Fenland lighters virtually disappeared from the 
commercial scene not long after the Second World War.

Much later, in 1986, the FLP came into existence, receiving helpful 
facilities from the world of local government. For example, during its earlier 
years, the FLP was based at Peterborough Education Development Centre 
(PEDC), administered at that time by Cambridgeshire County Council. 
In regional terms, the various contacts that resulted were to prove very 
helpful regarding displays of one sort and another, some with linked BBC 
radio coverage. The PEDC also provided the setting for interviews and 
discussions involving people with personal memories of Fenland lighters 
and the day-to-day realities of their operation. One should add that the 

https://youtu.be/BRQDY7r4tfU
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main PEDC building had originally been the officers’ quarters of a training 
airfield, RAF Peterborough (sometimes cited as RAF Westwood). During 
wartime and its immediate aftermath, this provided instruction for a range 
of flyers of various nationalities, some evidently of a naval provenance.

Regarding the whole question of Fenland lighters during their 
‘rearguard action’, it is hoped to provide more comment in future editions 
of Topmasts. This would include discussion of Peter Waszak’s ongoing 
work involving the sometimes surprising interaction between rail and 
river interests during the second half of the nineteenth century and early 
twentieth.

H. J. K. Jenkins 
 SNR Member, hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

Letter

Dear Editor
I read the February and May editions of Topmasts with great interest 
and may I say, pleasure? Topmasts is certainly emerging, in my view, 
as a powerful element in the future development of the Society. It also 
highlights some of the limitations of the Society’s outlook. I am particularly 
concerned by two aspects of the Society’s direction, which in my opinion 
have a direct bearing on its future contribution to nautical research and 
attraction to membership. These concerns may be summarized as follows:

The Society’s predilection for matters naval, to the almost total 
exclusion of matters mercantile. This was sensitively and humorously 
touched upon by Michael Benders in his February Topmasts article 
and is a very real fact, paralleled in the programme content of the 
various courses, seminars and museum exhibitions advertised in 
Topmasts and other Society publications. The mercantile sector offers 
huge nautical research potential, though arguably more challenging 

Peterborough Education Development Centre (PEDC) in the late twentieth century (Photo courtesy P. K. J.)
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in its fulfillment insofar that in general, commercial entities did not 
maintain detailed records in the same way that taxpayer-funded 
entities did. The Hon. Editor in his Report to Council argued that 
the balance is right; he bases his argument upon analysis of published 
articles into two broad categories, naval and maritime. Such an 
analysis immediately places ‘naval’ on a pedestal. I would argue that 
a more relevant analysis would be based upon naval, mercantile and 
maritime, with a target division 35:35:30?

The attitude apparent at Council level and in the Society’s various 
publications, whereby the role of the amateur researcher is relegated 
to an ‘also-ran’ status, with the only credible manifestation of 
nautical research being work generated from within taxpayer-funded 
university and museum institutions. This in turn leads to a perceived 
arrogance among the ‘professional’ fraternity when considering 
the contribution of those who undertake nautical research in their 
own time, often on the back of long commercial hours, for the 
sheer pleasure of the exercise and who may not have the time (or 
the inclination) to submit to the imposed bureaucracy attaching to 
publication of their work.

The forthcoming SNR conference would seem to be an excellent concept, 
but I fear that its execution will reflect the foregoing and lose thereby 
some of its potential value. The proposed agenda would seem to echo my 
concerns – more of the same by the same! Why not additional subjects: 
‘Outwith the ivory towers – the role and contribution of the amateur 
researcher’ and ‘The potential offered by the mercantile sector’?

Captain Peter H. King FNI
SNR Member

Conference Reports
2017 Annual Conference of the North American Society for 

Oceanic History (NASOH)

The 43rd annual conference of the North American 
Society for Oceanic History took place on the campus of 
the College of Charleston in Charleston, South Carolina, 
15–17 May 2017 and was held jointly with the National 
Maritime Historical Society and the Society for the 
History of Navy Medicine. The College of Charleston, 

the Carolina Low Country and Atlantic World Program, and Dr Simon 
Lewis were this year’s hosts for the conference theme was ‘Ventures in 
the Western Ocean: Global Maritime Communities, Commerce, and 
Conflicts.’ 

Over the course of the three-day meeting, there were 22 sessions with 
some 64 papers. The presentations ranged widely over both historical 
periods as well as geographic focus. Among the presenters from Britain 
and Commonwealth universities, James Clipson, a mature graduate 
student at the University of Portsmouth and a docent on board HMS 
Warrior, spoke on HMS Warrior’s influence on naval operations in the 
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American Civil War. Justin H. Daley of Flinders University, Australia, 
spoke on ‘The Impact of Capitalism on the Interpretation of Yankee 
Whaling.’ Stephen J. Hornsby, the director of the Canadian–American 
Center at the University of Maine, spoke on ‘Yankee Ship Owners and 
the Antebellum Cotton Trade.’ David Zimmerman of the University of 
Victoria, Canada, presented a paper entitled ‘No Crisis in Calm Waters: 
The Cuban Missile Crisis in the Pacific’ and Philip Read of Memorial 
University of Newfoundland discussed ‘British Atlantic Merchant Ships, 
1600-1800: An Agenda for Further Research.’

A significant number of papers touched on topics relating to British, 
British Imperial, British Colonial and Commonwealth History. Among 
these was Matthew Purcell of the University of West Florida speaking on 
‘Bound White Migration to British America,’ Marti Klein from California 
State University, Fullerton, on ‘Texas Slavery, The Mexican Navy, British 
Imperialism, and Alta California’. An excellent panel from the University 
of Tennessee focused on the colonial history of Charleston. Professor 
Christopher P. Magra led off with a sample from his new book project 
with a wide-ranging paper entitled ‘Charleston Chocolate: Food and 
Empire in Colonial America.’ Two of his graduate students followed him 
on the platform with David Atkins talking about ‘Family and Business 
in Colonial Charleston’ and Elizabeth Eubanks on ‘A Charleston Lady: 
Eliza Pinckney and the Colonial Gender Norms.’ In a session devoted to 
naval history, Michael Crawford gave ‘New Light on the Battle off the 
Virginia Capes’ in 1781 by showing the actual course of Rear-Admiral 
Samuel Hood’s fleet far out to sea, when Hood had claimed and most 
historians have believed that he had looked into Chesapeake Bay to try to 
find the French fleet. 

Retired merchant marine captain Michael Walling discussed convoys 
in the Mediterranean during the First World War. Dr David Kohnen of 
the US Naval War College presented a paper on ‘A Special Intelligence: 
Naval Professional Education in Peace and War, 1917–1945’ in which he 
showed how Sir Julian Corbett’s historical work had been an inspiration 
to Admiral William S. Sims and Dudley Knox as they thought about and 
developed the U.S Navy’s professional approaches to naval history.

A full session was devoted to buccaneers. Virginia Lunsford of the US 
Naval Academy discussing ‘The Buccaneers: Community, Commerce 
& Conflict in the Seventeenth Century Caribbean,’ Christine Brin of the 
University of North Carolina, Wilmington, on Anne Bonney and Mary 
Read, with Barbara Jean Austin-Reggio of the State University of New York 
Maritime College at Fort Schuyler examining illustrations of pirate queens. 

After the first day’s sessions, the evening reception took place at a 
Charleston landmark: Tommy Condon’s Irish Pub & Seafood Restaurant. 
The second day featured an afternoon harbor cruise to view from the 
water the museum ship USS Yorktown (CV 10), the sites of Rear-Admiral 
Mariot Arbuthnot’s attack on Charleston in 1779, and the remains of Fort 
Sumter, which featured so dramatically in the American Civil War. On 
the third afternoon, there was a tour of the recovered 1864 Confederate 
submarine H. L. Hunley at the Warren Lasch Conservation Center at 
Clemson University. 

The conference closed with the conference dinner at the Francis Marion 
Hotel. A highlight of that event was the announcement of the annual John 
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Lyman Book Awards for works published in the year 2016. Book Prize 
Committee chairman Dr Paul E. Fontenoy announced the recipients of 
the awards, as follows:

The winner in the category of Canadian Naval and Maritime History:
Joel Zemel, Scapegoat: The extraordinary legal proceedings following 
the 1917 Halifax explosion, New World Publishing (Canada).

The winner in the US Naval History category:
Paul E. Pedisich, Congress Buys a Navy: Politics, economics, and the rise 
of American naval power, 1881–1921, Naval Institute Press.

Honorable mention in US Naval History category:
Lisle A. Rose, Seas, Skies, and Submarines: America’s sailors in the Great 
War, University of Missouri Press.

The winner in the category of US Maritime History:
Donald Grady Shomette, Privateers of the Revolution: War on the New 
Jersey Coast, 1775–1783, Schiffer Publishing Ltd.

Honorable mention in the category of US Maritime History:
Lee Van Der Voo, The Fish Market: Inside the big-money battle for the 
ocean and your dinner plate, St Martin’s Press.

The winner in the category of Naval and Maritime Science and Technology:
Jennifer Hubbard, David J. Wildish, and Robert L. Stephenson, A 
Century of Maritime Science: The St. Andrews biological station, 
University of Toronto Press.

Honorable mention in the category of Naval and Maritime Science and 
Technology:

William Barr, trs and ed., Emil Bessels’ Polaris: The Chief Scientist’s 
Recollections of the American North Pole Expedition 1871–1873, 
University of Calgary Press.

The winner in the category of Naval and Maritime Reference Works and 
Published Primary Sources:

Rebecca Huycke Ellison, Daniel O.Killman’s Forty Years Master: A life 
in sail & steam, Texas A & M University Press.

Honorable Mention in the category of Naval and Maritime Reference 
Works and Published Primary Sources:

Jun Kimura, Archaeology of East Asian Shipbuilding, University Press 
of Florida.

The winner in the category of Naval and Maritime Biography and 
Autobiography:

Tamara Plakins Thornton, Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of 
Numbers: How a nineteenth-century man of business, science, and the 
sea changed American life, University of North Carolina Press.

The next NASOH Conference is being planned for May 2018 near St 
Louis, Missouri, and will focus on inland waterways. For further detailed 
information, consult the NASOH website early next year:
www.nasoh.org

John B. Hattendorf, FSNR
SNR Corresponding Member for the USA
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International Postgraduate Port and 
Maritime Studies Network

In 2016 two postgraduate students, Siobhan Hearne 
(University of Nottingham) and David Wilson 
(University of Strathclyde), established the International 
Postgraduate Port and Maritime Studies Network 
with the support of the Centre for Port and Maritime 

History, a collaborative venture between The University of Liverpool, 
Liverpool John Moores University, and Merseyside Maritime Museum, 
which facilitates research on port cities and their relationship to maritime 
endeavour and enterprise. Siobhan and David aimed to create a network 
which brought together postgraduates studying at institutions throughout 
the world and researching any aspects of port and maritime studies from 
a variety of disciplinary perspectives including literary studies, sociology, 
and archaeology, as well as social, economic and cultural history.

The network was inaugurated with a conference in 2016, held at the 
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, which invited participants who were 
undertaking postgraduate research into any aspect of port and maritime 
studies. Sixteen postgraduate students from universities in the Basque 
Country, Crete, Hamburg and New South Wales, as well as from various 
institutions across the UK presented across the two-day event which 
covered a broad range of topics including late eighteenth-century maritime 
international trade, the nineteenth century Scottish whaling industry, and 
shipbuilding in both eighteenth-century Havana and twentieth-century 
Estonia. Keynotes were also delivered on each day with Dr Alison 
Cathcart (University of Strathclyde) discussing the development and 
varying perceptions of sixteenth-century Derry and Dr Martin Bellamy 
(Glasgow Museums/The Mariner’s Mirror) providing insight into the 
diverse sources available for researching the Glasgow shipping industry 
using the case studies of Anchor Line and Burrell & Son. 

In April 2017, the network held its second conference at the University 
of Bristol with the support of Jack Avery (University of Bristol). Twenty-
two postgraduate researchers, including new and returning participants, 
presented on a range of topics including eighteenth-century Welsh 
wreckers, nineteenth-century Arctic navigation practices, and the cultural 
significance of suits worn by Hullensian trawlermen. Keynotes were 
delivered by Dr Laurence Publicover (University of Bristol) who discussed 
the significance of literature in maritime studies, and Dr Evan Jones 
(University of Bristol) who examined the importance of reconstructing 
the pre-modern shipping industry. It is envisioned that this conference 
will continue on an annual basis, taking place at a different port city each 
year, welcoming new and returning delegates, and providing an inclusive 
forum for all aspects of port and maritime studies.

Following on from the success of the annual conference, the next 
initiative launched was a Public Engagement Seminar Series with the 
objective to give postgraduate and early career researchers a platform to 
disseminate their research to a public audience. Two seminars have been 
held so far, one at Tate Liverpool in December 2016 titled ‘Outlaws by 
Shore and Sea’, and the second at Liverpool John Moores University 
titled ‘Contraband & Commerce’. It is hoped that this seminar series will 
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continue to grow, and find new collaborators in a variety of locations to 
help connect postgraduate researchers to public audiences. 

The Society for Nautical Research have provided an extensive source of 
support for the network. We would like to extend our sincerest gratitude 
for their assistance, without which we would not have been able to facilitate 
either of our conferences  while upholding our desire to waive registration 
fees and lower the overall costs of postgraduate attendees in order to create 
as inclusive a forum as possible. It is through their generosity that we have 
been able to develop this network over the past two years and we hope 
that we can continue to collaborate with the Society on new initiatives as 
the network continues to grow. 

As we develop the network and encourage participation from post-
graduate researchers, it is hoped that long-lasting connections will be 
formed which will encourage new initiatives and collaborations across 
institutional and disciplinary lines. We are always keen to offer our support 
for new initiatives, so please feel free to get in touch if you would like to 
put forward any ideas for collaboration under the network’s banner. 

If you would learn more about the network, or would like to be added 
to the mailing please do not hesitate to email ippmsn@outlook.com

David Wilson
SNR Member

University College Cork and the US Naval War College 
Remember the US Navy in Ireland 

During the First World War
The centenary of the US Navy coming to Ireland in 
1917 was commemorated by a naval history conference 
held at University College Cork titled, ‘Winning 
the Western Approaches: Unrestricted Submarine 
Warfare and the US Navy in Ireland, 1917–18.’ This 
very well attended and enjoyable conference provided 

much insight into the many aspects of naval warfare conducted off the 
coasts of Ireland a hundred years ago. It is only after so much time that 
the history is now being examined in earnest. There are many reasons 
for this, including the tight secrecy during the war; the brevity of the US 
Navy’s stay in Ireland; and the unrecorded human connections resulting 
in much of this history being forgotten or largely overlooked. This history 
was also overshadowed by the enormity of the Second World War and 
the greater local historical narratives such as the Potato Famine of 1847 
and Ireland’s quest for Independence in 1921. However, Ireland’s role in 
the naval and maritime history of the First World War, its international 
significance and lasting consequences is now receiving the long deserved 
scholarly attention, revealing the impact of the US Navy in Ireland and the 
naval war conducted off our coasts. 

The guests included Nat Sims, grandson of Admiral Sims USN, who 
commanded American Naval Forces in Europe and Nick Jellicoe, grandson 
of noted Admiral John Jellicoe RN, who commanded the Grand Fleet 
during the battle of Jutland. Both admirals are of course seismic figures 
in their relative navies and were ironically reunited in friendship at the 
conference by the meeting for the first time of their respective grandsons. 
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These admirals greatly influenced the outcome of 
the Great War but also laid the foundation for naval 
cooperation today, particularly between the United 
States and the United Kingdom. The grandsons both 
have a passion for naval history and contributed 
immensely to the conference by hitherto unreleased 
information from their family papers. 

Several foreign guest lecturers representing 
the US Naval War College, the US Air Force 
Academy, and North Western University among 
other universities, presented extremely informative 
and entertaining lectures, describing personalities 
of those involved, the power politics of the day, 
strategies, tactics and ultimately on the execution 
and evolution of the Great War at sea and its 

enduring effects. One attendee 
described them as ‘la crème de la 
crème’ of naval history in this field 
of study. Among these included, 
Professors Timothy Hoyt, David 
Kohnen and Michael O’Hara 
USN, Commander Ryan E. 
Mewett, USN and Professor John 
H. Maurer, all representing the 
US Naval War College, Professor 
Chuck Steele, US.Air Force 
Academy and others. Among them 
was Dr Jann Witt of the German 
Navy Federation who gave 
fascinating lecture on the war from 
the German perspective including commentary on the current mood 
relating to the still contentious issue of commemorating German naval 
war dead. Other themes explored by Prof Catherine Shannon of Westfield 
State University related to Cork maritime history and the famine relief 
voyages from the US to Ireland during the nineteenth century, while 
others spoke on the historical connections Ireland had with America and 
particularly in regards to organizations operating for Irish independence. 

Other local maritime historians included Daire Brunnicardi, (National 
Maritime College of Ireland), Dr Michael Kennedy (Royal Irish Academy), 
Seán T. Rickard (Naval Order of the United States), Dr John Borgonova 
(University College Cork), Damian Shiels (Rubicon) and Guy Warner 
spoke about the US Navy in Ireland; aspects of the German submarine 
warfare; US naval aviation in Ireland; the social effects of US naval 
personnel on the civilian population of Cork, and many other aspects of 
the war. 

Thanks must go to the organizers Dr John Borgonova (UCC), Dr. 
Hiram Morgan (UCC) and Professor Timothy D. Hoyt (US Naval War 
College, for ensuring that all aspects of the conference ran smoothly, and 
also to Capt James Robinson DSM (Irish Naval Service) and others who 
assisted the conference significantly. 

Thanks also go to the Irish Naval Service, Irish Maritime Forum and 

Nick Jellicoe (left) and Nat Sims

Speakers at the conference
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Gerry White for arranging excursions and visits to many of the significant 
historical sites around Cork City and Cork Harbour. These included visits 
to the Irish Naval Base at Haulbowline, Collins Barracks, Elizabeth Fort, 
and the Benedictine Priory (formerly Admiralty House). 

Valuable support was given by Port of Cork, which has been sponsoring 
several events commemorating US naval history this past year. Also thanks 
are due to UCC for hosting the event and the Department of Arts, Heritage, 
Regional Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs for their kind contributions. Other 
sponsors such as the US Naval War College also provided much appreciated 
assistance, which not only enabled the conference to take place but also 
ensured a high calibre of speakers. 

Seán T. Rickard 
SNR Corresponding Member for Ireland

The Victory Medal

The 2016 winner was Martyn Heighton. The Committee wrote:

Martyn Heighton was awarded the 
Victory Medal posthumously for his all 
too brief lifetime of work in conserving 
historic vessels. From commissioning 
the replica caravel Matthew, to the Mary 
Rose Trust, the SS Great Britain project 
in Bristol, the long term future of the 
clipper City of Adelaide, and the new 
steamboat museum on Lake Windermere, 
his involvements were many and varied.  
Throughout, his work with the technical 
committee of HMS Victory ensured the 
highest standards of conservation and 
restoration.  National Historic Ships UK 
is now the centre and guardian of our 
national historic fleet of vessels. Historic 
ships worldwide will benefit from the 
book Conserving Historic Vessels.  

The Anderson Medal

The Society’s Anderson Medal, was awarded this year to Rear-Admiral 
James Goldrick for his book Before Jutland: The naval war in northern 
European waters, August 1914–February 1915. 

Before Jutland is a definitive study of the naval engagements in northern 
European waters in 1914–15 when the German High Sea Fleet faced the 
Grand Fleet in the North Sea and the Russian Fleet in the Baltic. James 
Goldrick re-examines one of the key periods of naval operations in the 
First World War, arguing that a focus on the campaign on the western 
front conceals the reality that the Great War was also a maritime conflict. 
Combining new historical information from primary sources with a 

Evelyn Heighton receives the Victory 
Medal from Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton
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comprehensive analysis of the operational 
issues, this book is an extensive revision of 
The King’s Ships Were at Sea, Goldrick’s 
earlier work on this naval campaign. In 
all, Before Jutland shows not only what 
happened, but how the various navies 
evolved to meet the challenges that they 
faced during the Great War and whether 
or not that evolution was successful. The 
Award ceremony and James Goldrick’s 
acceptance speech can be viewed at https://
snr.org.uk/news/anderson-medal-awards-

presentation-acceptance-speech/.
James Goldrick AO, CSC joined the Royal Australian Navy as a 15- 

year-old cadet-midshipman in 1974 and retired in 2012 as a two star Rear 
Admiral. He is a graduate of the RAN College, the Harvard Business 
School Advanced Management Program, the University of NSW (BA) 
and the University of New England (Master of Letters), and a Doctor 
of Letters honoris causa of UNSW. He saw extensive sea service with 
the RAN, RN and USN. He commanded HMA Ships Cessnock and 
Sydney (twice), the RAN task group and the multinational maritime 
interception force in the Persian Gulf (2002) and the Australian Defence 
Force Academy (2003–6). As a Rear-Admiral, he led Australia’s Border 
Protection Command (2006–8) and then commanded the Australian 
Defence College (2008–11). August 2011 to March 2012 saw him acting in 
command of ADFA again. He is a visiting fellow of the Sea Power Centre, 
Australia, a non-resident Fellow of the Lowy Institute for International 
Policy, an adjunct professor of UNSW at ADFA and a professorial fellow 
of the Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security at the 
University of Wollongong.

The Anderson Fund
Report of an Anderson Fund Trip 

to Charleston, South Carolina, May 2017

My trip to Charleston was to attend the Conference of the North 
American Society for Oceanic History (NASOH) and present a paper on 
HMS Warrior 1860. The Conference is held annually in conjunction with 
the National Maritime Historical Society (NMHS) and the Society for 
the History of Navy Medicine (SHNM). My dissertation for the MA in 
Naval History at the University of Portsmouth is entitled ‘HMS Warrior’s 
influence on naval operations in the US Civil War’. This was an ideal 
prospect to test out the hypothesis in front of a critical, but very courteous, 
audience of academics, Civil War experts and interested historians in the 
iconic setting of Charleston with Fort Sumter just a few hundred yards 
away in the harbour. Additionally, the chance of a visit to Sumter was 
a golden opportunity – the final part of the dissertation considers some 
aspects of the 1863 siege of Charleston.

Warrior was launched in 1860; she never fired a shot in anger, nor 
did she ever operate in American territorial waters, but she exercised a 

Rear-Admiral Goldrick receives 
the Anderson Medal 
from Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton
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profound influence on naval operations in 
the Civil War. Andrew Lambert makes the 
unequivocal point ‘(Warrior) had played a 
vital deterrent role in avoiding conflicts 
with France and the United States. This 
was the ship’s greatest achievement’. 
Howard Fuller is equally forthright; 
‘Quite simply, the Warrior altered the 
course of the American Civil War’. HMS 
Warrior was the world’s first iron-hulled, 
armoured, steam-propelled sea-going 
vessel and was a formidable presence 
just at the time that Lincoln in early 
1861 was wrestling with blockading the 
Confederate coastline and that had to be 
effective to hold under International Law. 
The nation most affected by the blockade 
was Britain with the mill owners and 
cotton merchants losing supplies from 
the Confederate States and the working 

classes broadly supporting abolition and constitutional government. The 
possibility that Britain and America would go to war again was very real 
for a time and the potential of Warrior loomed large in the Union hierarchy. 

My presentation developed these arguments: Warrior in an historical 
context, her potential impact on Britain’s friends and foes and her 
influence on US Navy shipbuilding and operations. France had made an 
impressive leap forward in effective propulsion with le Napoléon in 1850, 
she had been quickest to act on lessons from the Russian (Crimean) War 
and the earliest to signal the end of wooden warship construction. France 
in 1859 launched La Gloire the first ironclad, sea-going warship. Britain 
had conducted extensive trials and tests with propulsion and armour in the 
1840s/50s and followed a ‘wait-and-see’ policy on French naval efforts, 
being confident of superior iron-making technology and construction 
techniques. Britain made a rapid response to La Gloire, the specification 
for HMS Warrior was written in January 1859 and she was launched in 
December 1860, the world’s first iron-hulled, ocean-going warship. By 
1860 France had launched Couronne, her first iron-hulled warship and 
was developing an iron-clad fleet but this was hampered by lack of 
finance and poor technology. Britain was bringing her ‘Black Battlefleet’ 
into operation and the only other potentially significant naval power, the 
United States, had made design efforts but had not as yet built an ironclad. 
From 1860 the United States became the most significant potential threat 
to British interests.

After the War of 1812 and up to 1860 Anglo-American relations were 
dominated by disagreements over the Canadian frontier, Central America 
and neutral rights but although relations were strained, especially over 
the Oregon dispute, war was unlikely. With Civil War imminent the 
North American continent had the possibility of several, rival republics, 
perennially armed; a continental Europe scenario. The Union blockade of 
Confederacy meant Britain would be affected as much as the South. The 
British Proclamation of Neutrality angered and confused the Union, which 

HMS ‘Warrior’ (Photo courtesy HMS Warrior 
1860)
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had expected moral if not material support. Thus, with the prospect of a 
Blockade taking months, if not years, to be considered legally ‘effective’, 
there was a real perception that Britain might recognize the Confederate 
States.

The presence of HMS Warrior with her armour-plating and Armstrong 
guns assumed a spectral prospect in the Union press and political circles, 
and it also gave rise to the Monitor. Fuller argues that it is difficult to see how 
the Monitor would have been born without the Warrior’s influence. The 
inventor of the Monitor, Ericsson was very clear that not only had he created 
the Monitor but that he had created her to combat both the Confederate 
Navy and any potential European threat to the Union. Following the Trent 
Affair Ericsson wrote that ‘this structure will admonish the leaders of the 
Southern Rebellion . . . But there are other leaders who will also be startled 
and admonished . . . To the Lords of the Admiralty the new craft will be 
a monitor, suggesting doubts as to the propriety of completing those four 
steel ships at three and a half million apiece. On these and many similar 
grounds, I propose to name the new battery Monitor.’

James Phinney Baxter, writing in the 1930s, made it clear that Monitor 
and her success at Hampton Roads meant the United States was disinclined 
to develop an ocean-going ironclad fleet. Thus, the Warrior influenced the 
Monitor and her battle with the Virginia in return that meant that the 
Union concentrated on shallow-draft, brown-water monitors which to 
some extent meant that when bigger ships with more powerful armament 
were needed, as say at Charleston in 1863, the fleet was found wanting.

The presentation enabled me to put this argument to a North American 
audience who were more familiar with the Monitor–Virginia (Merrimack) 
battle as being the start of ironclad naval warfare. The response was 
favourable and most helpful. The Anderson Fund has been of great 
value in the development of my dissertation and has enabled a significant 
awareness of Warrior to be put before a wider, international public. 

James Clipson
SNR Member

John Bethel 1925–2017
Sadly, we recently heard of the death of John 
Bethel, an SNR member for many years, whose 
contribution to the understanding of small boats 
was outstanding. His support and assistance 
in responding to a question about the identity 
of a two masted lugger depicted in a painting 
demonstrated his unique knowledge of the 
subject, and was of great assistance to me as 
the newly appointed editor of Topmasts. A full 
obituary is published in the August edition of 
The Mariners Mirror. 

The following extract from an article was sent 
by John’s nephew, together with the picture of 
John as a youngster, courageously serving his 
community in wartime Birkenhead.



Topmasts no. 23

30

. . . Birkenhead Scout’s Honour. John Pennington Bethell, a 
Birkenhead boy scout, has been awarded the highest award possible 
in the scout movement for gallantry during air raids – The Bronze 
Cross – which is only made to those who have shown great heroism 
under extreme risk. Bethell, who is only 16, is a patrol leader of the 
65th Birkenhead Troop’.

Strangely, the article does not describe how John rescued two elderly 
ladies from a burning building during the air raid.

He was a remarkable man.
Nigel Blanchford
Editor, Topmasts

SNR Presentation to HMS ‘Victory’

The Royal Navy’s most famous 
flagship, HMS Victory, now 
part of the fleet of the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy, 
recently received a gift of 
£100,000 from the Society for 
Nautical Research towards the 
costs of ongoing research and 
the continuing restoration of 
the ship in Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard. 

The Society, which launched 
its Save the Victory Fund in 
1922, has given the ship over 
£1,262,000 since 1994.

This latest award was presented 
by the Society’s chairman, 

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton, to the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Philip Jones 
and Chairman of the National Museum, former First Sea Lord Admiral 
Sir Jonathon Band on board HMS Victory on Monday, 5 June. 

In receiving the cheque Admiral Sir Philip Jones, First Sea Lord and 
Chief of Naval Staff, said: 

HMS Victory is recognizable around the world as a symbol of 
Britain’s maritime heritage, and for those of us serving in the Royal 
Navy today, a symbol of the values and standards that continue to 
guide us. The Royal Navy and The National Museum of the Royal 
Navy, in whose care the ship now rests, are very grateful to the 
Society for Nautical Research for its initiative after the First World 
War in raising the funds which allowed HMS Victory to be brought 
into dry dock at Portsmouth. But for their efforts the Victory might 
well have been lost to the nation. The Society’s support down the 
years has been constant and this latest very generous gift is further 
evidence of the SNR’s commitment to conserving this outstanding 
piece of our maritime heritage’.

The Society’s chairman, Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton, to the 
First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Philip Jones and Chairman of 
the National Museum, former First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Jonathon Band.
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Professor Dominic Tweddle, Director General of The National Museum 
of the Royal Navy, said ‘We are remarkably fortunate in having such 
generous and constant support in our task of ensuring the survival of this 
famous ship. The dedication of the Society for Nautical Research is a great 
encouragement to us in our important stewardship of this great vessel. We 
are delighted that members gather in the museum for their annual general 
meeting and then dine on board the ship which they have done so much 
to preserve’.

The Laughton Unit, Kings College, London

The Laughton Unit based in the Department of War Studies, Kings College 
London has increased its digital presence to make its researchers, events 
and progress as a research unit more accessible. The unit was started in 
2001 by Professor Andrew Lambert in honour of the founding ‘father’ of 
the field of naval history, Professor John Laughton. As part of the School 
of Security studies it educates students from undergraduate to PhD in 
naval history and maritime strategy resulting in global alumni of civilians 
and military personnel. Its researchers cover the broad narrative of naval 
history and a dynamic spectrum of topics of the maritime sphere such as 
theory and practice to investigative history. You can find the unit online 
via Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, iTunes and Soundcloud by searching for 
‘Laughton Unit’. Full details of the unit and its researchers can be found on 
the Kings College website or its dedicated blog ‘The Laughton Review’.

Direct links:
www.twitter.com/laughtonunit
www.facebook.com/laughtounit
www.instagram.com/laughtonunit
https://soundcloud.com/laughtonunit
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/podcast/laughton-unit/id1254433134?mt=2
www.laughtontreview.com
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/warstudies/research/groups/
lnu/index.aspx

An Unusual Sextant

Attached are photographs of my 
sextant, as you can see it has an 
unusual design on the arc.

I believe that it was given as reward 
for a rescue, and others say it could 
have been a prize or to do with the 
local pilots.

I obtained it in Cardiff  while in dry 
dock in 1972 after being promoted 
to uncertified Third Officer. It 
was strongly suggested that I got a 
sextant so it was duly purchased for 
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about £30. It had its limitations 
and eventually was superseded by 
a converted surveyors instrument 
bought in Singapore in about 1975. 
Over the years I have gathered some 
information on the maker and his 
history, but as of yet nothing on 
why it has this design.

T. L Ainsley was in the South Shields trade directory between 1858 
and 1888. He traded as an optical, mathematical instrument maker, 
chronometer maker and chart seller at 16 Market Place, South Shields and 
was succeeded by T. L Ainsley & Co. It has been suggested by Newcastle 
Discovery Museum that the instrument was made between 1850s and the 
late 1880. He died on 5 February 1890 at Leeds where he had undergone 
an operation. The article from the Monthly Chronicle of North-country 
Lore and Legend states that ‘Mr. Thomas L. Ainsley long well known, 
first as a teacher of navigation, and afterwards as a nautical instrument 
maker and publisher in North Shield.’ Mr. Ainsley was between 60 and 70 
years of age.

The motif in the centre is a reference to the unofficial coat of arms of 
the borough of South Shields. The borough has no official coat of arms; 
in 1851 it adopted the seal and coat of arms designed by a South Shields 
artist, Robinson Elliott. It shows a lifeboat manned by South Shields 
pilots, representing humanity; supported on the left by a South Shields 
sailor, representing courage; and on the right a female figure representing 
commerce, suggested by the caduceus, a staff entwined with serpents with 
wings on the top, that she is carrying.

Robert Ingham, the first MP for South Shields, suggested the motto 
‘Always Ready’ as being appropriate to the birthplace of the lifeboat.

I would like to hear from any reader who can shed some light on the 
origins and design of this sextant. Many thanks in anticipation.

Captain Des McLindon
SNR Member 

dmclindon@btinternet.com 
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Will the Medieval Newport Ship 
Once Again Sail on the Usk?

Plans are being made to have the Newport 
ship from the fifteenth century recreated by 
a Basque Heritage Group, the Albaola.

The Newport ship is a complete surviving 
example of a European vessel designed to 
trade along the Atlantic seaboard in the 
fifteenth century. In 2002 the wreck was 
found at Newport, and since then restoration 
and preservation have been going on. It is 
planned that the ship will be assembled next 
year in Newport.

The ship is one of the most complete surviving examples of the period. 
One of the larger ships, it has been estimated to carry a cargo more than 
200 tonnes. In connection with the restoration dendrochronological 
studies were carried out which established that the ship had been built 
around 1450. It was also confirmed that the ship had been built in the 
Basque country in northern Spain. After 1468, the ship likely sailed to 
Newport for either repairs or a refit. Around this time, however, the vessel 
heeled over on to its starboard side. Eventually, it became covered with 
alluvial clay, which helped to preserve the hull as well as a range of other 
organic artefacts like fragmented food stuff and remnants of remnants of 
an Iberian cargo.
http://www.medievalhistories.com/will-medieval-newport-ship-sail-usk/ 

Research Request

I am researching a multivolume history of the Royal Navy from 1854 to 
1919, written from the perspective of those officers who served on the flag 
list in the First World War. I am currently working on the first volume 
which details the lives of naval cadets and midshipmen at sea from 1854 to 
1893. In addition to official papers at Kew and elsewhere, I aim to consult 
every body of relevant personnel papers (including those did not serve 
on the flag list in the First World War) in order to convey, as much as 
possible, what life at sea was for a teenaged officer in the late nineteenth 
century: a version of Rodger’s The Wooden World for the ironclad era.

I am aware that there are still a great deal of personnel papers which have 
been kept in family ownership (for example, the papers of Admiral Sir 
Hugh Evan-Thomas of Jutland fame). I have been extremely lucky to find 
a couple of sources myself, but I would like to appeal to SNR members 
in the hope that they may be in possession of, or know the whereabouts 
of, other collections of private papers which cover the period from about  
1850 to 1900, especially in the form of personal diaries and letters.

If anyone could help, please contact me at simonharley@gmail.com.
Simon Harley

SNR Member, Co-Editor of The Dreadnought Project online resource

Artist’s impression of the Newport Ship
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Call for Papers
Annual Scottish Maritime History Conference

Current Research on Scottish and International Maritime History

Thursday, 26 October 2017
Papers are invited for this one-day conference to be held at the Mitchell 
Library, Glasgow on current research on any aspect of Scottish and/or 
international maritime history.

Please provide a short synopsis of your intended topic and a brief 
description of interests, affiliation etc. to the conference organizers, 
Professor Hugh Murphy and Dr Martin Bellamy at

marinersmirroreditor@snr.org.uk 
Last date for proposals is 31 August 2017.

The organizers are unable to pay speakers expenses, but the conference 
will be free to participants and audience. Refreshments and a sandwich 
lunch will be provided. Presentations should be restricted to 20-25 minutes 
duration. A full range of media is available to participants. 

Attendance is free but booking is essential. To book please contact 
Christine Leslie: Christine.leslie@glasgow.ac.uk

Conferences
The Society for Nautical Research

The State of Maritime History Research

Saturday, 9 September 2017 09:00–18:00
University of Greenwich, Queen Anne Building, 30 Park Row,  
 London, se10 9ls
Over the past few decades there has been significant debate as to the place 
and shape of maritime history. In January 2008, the Council of the American 
Historical Association approved unanimously to add ‘Maritime, including 
Naval’ to its taxonomy of academic specialties. But since then, it has been 
suggested that the field has been marginalized. Or does the growth of new 
areas of interest – such as the study of port towns, the ‘Atlantic World,’ 
Coastal History, and the role of gender in maritime history – suggest a 
flourishing, if more diverse, environment? What is the state of health in 
other research-orientated maritime activities such as public history and 
heritage?

The Greenwich Maritime Centre and the Society for Nautical Research 
are excited to announce a major conference to be held at the University of 
Greenwich to consider these questions. The conference will bring together 
key contributors from within the broad field of maritime history, as well 
as those who write on maritime and coastal topics, but do not consider 
themselves maritime historians. Papers and key discussion points will be 
published in hard copy and/or online by the Society of Nautical Research. 

Confirmed keynote speakers: Professor John Hattendorf; Professor Eric 
Grove; Professor Richard Harding
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Programme themes will include: maritime history and education; new 
disciplinary horizons; maritime history and museum curation; maritime 
history and regional horizons.

For further information and to book a place please go to:
http://www.gre.ac.uk/ach/gmc/events/currentevents/MaritimeResearch 
NB: There will be a nominal fee of £25 for the conference. 

2017 UK Maritime Heritage Forum

Hull, Thursday 5 October–Friday 6 October, 2017
Hull, the 2017 UK City of Culture, will play host to the next UK Maritime 
Heritage Forum, 

The Forum will include the usual mix of interesting talks, networking 
time and useful study visits – this year including a walking tour of Hull’s 
maritime sights: the dry docks, the Arctic Corsair (Hull’s last sidewinder 
trawler) and the Spurn Lightship amongst others. 

This is the UK Maritime Heritage Forum’s annual conference, designed 
to bring together all parts of the maritime heritage community – from 
maritime museums and historic vessels, museums and archives with 
maritime collections, maritime archaeologists and individuals with an 
interest in the UK’s maritime heritage. It’s open to everyone and is a great 
opportunity to meet and learn from others in the sector. In the last 9 
years we have visited Liverpool, Portsmouth, Bristol, Chatham, Shetland, 
Belfast, Newcastle and Jersey. The Jersey UKMHF, in September 2016, 
had a great attendance from both the maritime museum and historic vessel 
communities, and included a great mix of papers and study visits.

To reserve your place and receive full programme details contact Sally 
Archer, UKMHF Coordinator, SArcher@rmg.co.uk.

International Approaches to Naval Cities and Dockyards

Swedish Naval Museum, Karlskrona 19–20 October 2017
Naval cities are a deeply international phenomenon, and a conference is 
planned taking an international approach, as well as examining the spread 
of maritime culture and technology. The emergence of early modern naval 
cities such as Karlskrona represented a dramatic change in the logistics and 
technology of the age of sail. Today, naval cities remain hubs of the global 
economy. Comparing naval cities in a variety of contexts and time periods 
will allow us to discuss the role these cities played in shaping naval power 
and international politics. But naval cities were also important as regional 
centres. How have naval bases and dockyards influenced the local and 
regional environment socially, culturally and economically through the 
centuries?

Karlskrona is an exceptionally well-preserved example of an early 
modern naval city. Conference attendees will be given a unique opportunity 
to see parts of the city and the base not open to the public. 2018 marks the 
20th anniversary of Karlskrona’s UNESCO World Heritage status, and 
a selection of papers given at the conference will be published in a book 
celebrating this momentous date. 
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Exhibitions
Death in the Ice: 

The shocking story of Franklin’s final expedition

Opening 14 July 2017, the exhibition explores the mysterious fate of Sir 
John Franklin and his crew on their final expedition – a mystery that still 
remains unsolved today.

Save 20 per cent on entrance price when you book your tickets online. 
Sir John Franklin and his crew were last seen by Europeans in 1845 

as they sailed off in ships HMS Erebus and Terror, to find and map the 
Northwest Passage. Nothing more was heard from the men and despite 
a series of expeditions to find them, their disappearance has remained a 
mystery. Until now.

In 2014, the wreck of HMS Erebus was discovered off the coast of 
Canada, followed by the discovery of HMS Terror in 2016. These are two 
of the most important archaeological finds in recent history. 

As Parks Canada’s Underwater Archaeology Team starts to bring to 
light the ships and their contents, Death in the ice will see some of their 
discoveries – including personal items, clothing and components of the 
ships – displayed in Britain for the first time. Explore the evidence with 
us as we piece together the mystery of what really happened to those 
men on their fateful journey. Scrutinize forensic research, inspect objects 
recovered from the sea and consider the significant Inuit oral testimonies, 
to draw your own conclusions as to what happened.

Death in the Ice: The Shocking Story of Franklin’s Final Expedition is 
developed by the Canadian Museum of History, in partnership with Parks 
Canada and with the National Maritime Museum, and in collaboration 
with the Government of Nunavut and the Inuit Heritage Trust.
Read more at http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/franklin-death-in-the-
ice#PFlO3GVsZ7ZuCwQm.99 
http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/franklin-death-in-the-ice 

HMS ‘Caroline’

HMS Caroline, the only First World War battle of Jutland ship still afloat 
reopened on July 1 following successful completion of winter repairs, and 
the installation of an ingenious engineering solution to mooring problems 
to make it safe for visitors, 

Thousands of visitors are expected to board the ship once again when it 
reopens. The 122 metre-long light cruiser built in 1914 was restored to its 
full glory with new decking, guns and a total refurbishment from bridge 
to engine rooms. Visitors are being offered a unique experience to journey 
back 100 years to a dangerous life at sea during the First World War. The 
light cruiser saw action in the infamous battle of Jutland on 31 May 1916 
in which more than 8,000 lives were lost and was the focus of international 
commemorations of the battle on May 31 last year.

The living quarters of the captain, officers and ratings as well as the 
signal school, engine room, sick bay and galley any many other spaces will 
all once again be available to experience. These hugely atmospheric areas 
of the ship are largely intact from the day the ship was completed in 1914. 
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In addition, state-of-the-art multiscreen video experiences reproducing 
the sounds and drama of the biggest naval battle ever fought, interactive 
installations, education suites and spaces for gala dinners and events will 
be open to the public. The ship opens to the public at 10 a.m.  on 1 July 
and will be open seven days a week until 5 p.m. Check www.hmscaroline.
co.uk for more information and ticket prices.

Merseyside Maritime Museum
Black Salt

29 September 2017 to August 2018
Black Salt tells the story of Black seafarers working on British ships.

Sailors of African descent have 
been part of crews sailing from 
the UK for at least 500 years, 
but their contribution to the 
country’s maritime identity is 
often marginalized. Generations 
faced not only the challenges of 
racial discrimination on board 
ships, but also ashore through 
government legislation.

Based on Dr Ray Costello’s 
book, also titled Black Salt, the 
exhibition shows the significant 

contribution made by black seafarers to Britain’s maritime industry, 
including their role during the World Wars, and the impact of civil rights. 
Entry is free; http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/events/

Chatham Historic Dockyard
Breaking the Chain

No. 1 Smithery, Historic Dockyard Chatham to 3 September
A once-in-a-lifetime chance to see the battle of Medway story told 
through a wonderful collection of historic art, objects and manuscripts. 
This exhibition at the vividly brings the battle of Medway story to life 
with collections from the Royal Museum Greenwich, Rijksmuseum in 
Amsterdam, the Dutch National Maritime Museum, the Michiel de Ruyter 
Foundation and the British Library.

Kent History and Library Centre
Bawleys, Barbels and Owlers: Life along the Kent coast

5 August–28 October 2017
James Whatman Way, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1LQ
An exhibition exploring stories of the Kent coast: from oyster farming to 
sea-bathing, and shipbuilding to smuggling. Visit to see original Screen 
Archive South East film and documents from Kent’s local history and 
archive collections Also, look out for an exciting and varied programme of 
talks and events to complement the exhibition, featuring pirates, Bronze 
Age boats, naval defence, sea shanties and more.

The crew of ‘Moel Eilian’, about 1889 (courtesy.Maritime 
Archives and Library reference DX/1328)
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Norwich Castle Museum
Nelson in Norfolk

29 July–1 October 2017
A major exhibition focusing on Admiral 
Lord Nelson, incorporating significant 
objects connected to the man himself, 
and examining the extraordinary way in 
which his achievements have continued 
to exert a powerful fascination in the 
two hundred years since his death.

The exhibition includes objects 
from Norwich Castle Museum along 
with major loans from the National 
Maritime Museum, Greenwich.

Events
HMS ‘Victory’ Rum Festival

Friday, 1 September 2017, 7:00 p.m.
Love Rum? Want to dine on the most famous warship in the world? Brand 
new this year is our Rum Festival dinner on Friday, 1 September 2017.

A fantastic evening onboard HMS Victory which will be an experience 
to remember. Guests will be introduced to hand selected rums to 
suit the occasion and be given a tour of Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson’s 
flagship, interspersed with the rum tastings. Here they will learn about 
the history of the ship, the heritage of the rum and the Royal Navy’s 
unique connection to the liquor along with exploring different flavour 
appreciation. Afterwards, dinner will be served on the lower gun deck 
of HMS Victory and be treated to musical entertainment. There will be 
a strictly limited number of places available for this very special event. 
Register your interest in the form below.

Looking for a unique gift experience? Why not purchase this exclusive 
ticket as a surprise gift for someone special. Save the day and reserve one 
of the limited places for a very special rum-inspired evening on board 
HMS Victory. Tickets cost £200.

The Wrens of HMS ‘Caroline’ Travelling Exhibition 
Oral History Project

Women played an important role on HMS Caroline for many years. 
During the Second World War, many of those who served on board 
were women – Wrens from the Women’s Royal Naval Service. As part 
of our Heritage Lottery Funded (NI) funded project, we worked with 
the Northern Regional College to create an oral history project. This 
commenced with a drop-in day in October 2016, onboard HMS Caroline. 
Throughout the project, approximately 20 women will have shared their 
memories of serving onboard from the 1940s to 1990s. A short film was 
produced, which can be seen on our Facebook and Youtube channels: 
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https://youtu.be/v7p2XWPZtG8 
Our exhibition will be travelling 

throughout 2017, and can be seen 
in a number of libraries across the 
country. The exhibition will feature 
memories and photographs collected 
during the project.

Locations and Dates:
Derry Central Library 3 July–31 
July
Armagh City Library 1 

August–30 August
Newry City Library  4 September–29 September
Bangor Carnegie Library 2 October –31 October
Ormeau Road Library 1 November–30 November
Larne Library 1 December–8 January 2018

Lectures
Caird Library Research Seminars Programme 2017

A series of seminars convened by the Greenwich Maritime Centre and 
the National Maritime Museum
25 September 2017 ‘Titanic: Memorialization and memory’ Richard 

Coleman, Doctoral Student, Greenwich Maritime Centre
This seminar looks at the memorialization of probably the most famous 
merchant-ship loss, RMS Titanic. However, the research undertaken 
for the speaker’s PhD shows that differing groups were remembered 
at different times, some with public support, others only after private 
initiatives. The session highlights not just who we choose to remember 
but how and when.

30 October 2017 Symbolism, Theatre, and Appropriation during the 
1797 Spithead and Nore Mutinies

The mutinies in the home fleets of the Royal Navy in spring 1797 posed a 
grave threat to Britain’s survival in the war against Revolutionary France. 
This talk explores the rituals and symbols employed and subverted by the 
mutinous seamen in order to legitimize their actions, and place these in the 
context of collective resistance to authority in eighteenth-century Britain.

27 November 2017 Dressed to Help: Queen Alexandra’s Royal Naval 
Nursing Service, Camilla Ravani, Research Intern

Founded in 1884, the QARNNS was the first Royal Naval nursing service 
and, from the beginning, uniforms played a major role in defining it. This 
seminar explores the themes of women’s rights and individuality through 
the prism of nurse’s uniforms, to illustrate how the surviving uniforms 
can tell us a great deal about women’s clothing, medical care, the navy and 
society from the late nineteenth to mid-twentieth century.
18 December 2017 Cosmopolitan Rats: Rats as Seafarers in the age of 

https://youtu.be/v7p2XWPZtG8
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British Imperialism Kaori Nagal, Caird Short Term Fellow
This paper will discuss the figure of rats as sea voyagers in the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. In this period, their worldwide spread via sea 
routs closely followed the trajectory of European colonial expansion. By 
examining their figuration as vermin, vectors, invasive species and fellow 
passengers, it will consider rats’ importance as an integral part of sea life, 
and will characterize the British Empire as an interspecies network.

Seminars are now on Mondays and will be held between 15.30 and 16.30, in 
The Caird Library, Sammy Ofer Wing, The National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London SE10 9NF.

Members of the museum, adult learners, independent researchers, 
academic and university students and members of the public are welcome 
to attend the seminars. No booking necessary!

For further information please contact the Research Administrator on 
020 8312 6716 or email research@rmg.co.uk Convenor Martin Salmon

E. G. R. Taylor lecture 2017 
organized by the Hakluyt Society

The E. G. R. Taylor Lecture for 2017 will be held at the House of the 
Royal Geographical Society, 1 Kensington Gore, London SW7 2AR on 
12 October at 6.30 p.m. It is being organized this year by the Hakluyt 
Society and will be delivered by Captain M. K. Barritt RN, immediate past 
president. He will speak on ‘ “Compassing the Vaste Globe”: Hydrographic 
Practitioners of the late Georgian Royal Navy’. He will examine the careers 
of two figures and a supporting cast, drawn from the lists in Professor 
Eva Taylor’s Mathematical Practitioners of Hanoverian England. He will 
discuss the importance of adequate education and enlightened interest, 
and illustrate how global warfare against Revolutionary and Napoleonic 
France enabled the identification of a cadre which evolved into the Royal 
Naval Surveying Service. This profusely illustrated lecture will describe 
adventures in challenging waters as the Royal Navy exercised sea control 
and projected power ashore. 

Admission to the lecture is free and advance bookings should be made 
by email or telephone (events@rgs.org and 020 7591 3100, respectively). 
Members of the Hakluyt Society and other sponsoring societies (the Royal 
Geographical Society (with IBG), the Society for Nautical Research, 
and the Royal Institute of Navigation) may each book up to two places 
for the post-lecture supper at the RGS-IBG by telephoning the Events 
Office from August on 020 7591 3100, between 9:30 and 17:30, Monday 
to Friday. Supper will cost £30.00 for a two-course meal and coffee with 
two glasses of wine. The final deadline for booking suppers will be noon 
on Monday 9 October, but any cancellations or changes must be made by 
noon on Friday 6 October and it is regretted that cancellations after that 
date cannot be considered. Doors will be open at 17.30 and access will be 
via the Kensington Gore entrance to the Royal Geographical Society. A 
pay bar will be open from 17.30 to 18.30. Full details, including supper 
menu will be available from www.rgs.org/egrtaylor from August.

mailto:research%40rmg.co.uk?subject=Caird%20lectures
mailto:events%40rgs.org?subject=E.%20G.%20R.%20Taylor%20lecture
http://
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NMM Study Days

Muslims at Sea Study day
Monday, 4 September 10 a.m.–12.30 p.m., £15,  Caird Library
Explore the role of the sea in Britain’s long and fascinating relationship 
with Islam. Encounter Sinbad the Sailor, pirate queen Sayyida al-Hurrah 
and English sailors who converted to Islam. 

Historian Aaron Jaffer shares the highlights of the Museum’s collections, 
from paintings to prints, photographs to ship models. Following a tour 
of the Museum’s displays you will get a behind-the-scenes look at other 
treasures from our archive. Celebrating 70 years of Indian independence, 
there will be the opportunity to see recently discovered photographs, 
showing Indian seamen from the 1920s-30s.

Read more at: http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/
muslims-sea-study-day 

Franklin: Death in the Ice

Saturday, 21 October 2017, 11 a.m.–4 p.m., £50, in the Seminar Room
Explore how the heroic exploration of the Franklin expeditions launched 
a new era of Arctic development. Like Franklin’s expedition to map and 
discover the unknown territories of the Arctic, this course will explore 
how the heroic exploration of the Franklin expeditions launched a new era 
of Arctic development.

Uncover the contribution of polar exploration to developing politics 
of the region and discover how the long search for these ships reveal the 
difficulties of exploring in the difficult conditions of the polar regions.

Read more at: http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/sir-
john-franklins-arctic-exploration-one-day-course-october 

Please note all large bags, coats, food and drink will need to be left at 
the Museum’s main cloakroom on the Ground Floor of the Sammy Ofer 
Wing. The cloakroom is found near the main Information Desk. No pens 
may be brought into the Reading Room.

Greenwich Maritime Centre

26 October 2017 Greenwich Maritime Centre, 6.00 p.m.
A Sustainable Future for our Oceans Camilla Berens (Coordinator, 
Greenwich & Lewisham Greenpeace)
This will kick start the History & Environment 2017–18 series (organized 
by Raphael Samuel History Centre and Greenwich Maritime Centre). 
Further details will be circulated nearer the time. 

Kent History and Library Centre seminar series
Wednesday, 6 September 2017 ‘Kent History & Library Centre, James 
Whatman Way, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1LQ 
Those sons of Plunder’: Daniel Defoe and the Wreckers of Kent Cathryn 
Pearce
In conjunction with the exhibition Bawleys, Barbels and Owlers: Life along 
the Kent Coast (see p. 37 above). After the Great Storm of 1707 Daniel 

http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/muslims-sea-study-day
http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/muslims-sea-study-day
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Defoe wrote an essay in verse entitled ‘The Storm’. In it he condemned 
‘those sons of Plunder’, the ‘men more Barbarous than the Shores’ who 
took advantage of the mass wrecking of naval ships on the Goodwin 
Sands. In this presentation, Cathryn Pearce will be using Defoe’s essay as 
window to view the world of the wreckers and salvagers of the Kent coast 
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

 SNR South

The SNR(South) usually meet at 2 p.m. on the second Saturday of each 
month from October to May but check before you arrive. We meet in 
the Royal Naval Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth (near the 
Cathedral). Meetings start at 14:00. Members may lunch beforehand in 
the Club (full lunch or bar menu) – and enjoy the view over Southsea 
Common and the Solent while doing so.

14 October Protecting our National Interests RN Presentation Team 
11 November AGM followed by The Jutland and HMS ‘Hampshire’ 
Centenary events on Orkney J. Bingeman & D Baynes

The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings

The programme for the next season has recently been published. The 
usual start time is now 18:30, with the Wardroom bar open from 17:45.

11 September 2017 Rescue Tug Services in two World Wars Ian Dear
9 October Wireless at Sea 1880-1950s John Almond.
12 November Cape Horn Sailor in Soren Larsen Chris Roche
11 December Navigation & Seamanship in Ice Stuart Lawrence

The lectures are followed by an optional supper – two courses and a glass 
of wine – at a cost of £32 (£27 for WT Friends) with a donation of £5 
requested from those who attend the talk only.

Bookings for the talk (and supper) should be made by the Thursday 
prior to the talk, by calling Alison Harris (0207 836 8179) or email to info@
thewellingtontrust.com 
http://www.thewellingtontrust.com/trust/news?pnum=1

Books by Members

Mike Bender A New History of Yachting: An overview of the history of 
yachting in its social, cultural, political and economic contexts The Boydell 
Press 2017 £30 

This book, by a leading expert in the field, is the first major history of 
yachting for over a quarter of a century. Setting developments within 
political, social and economic changes, the book tells the story of yachting 
from Elizabethan times to the present day: the first uses of yachts, by 
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monarchs, especially Charles II; yacht clubs and yacht 
racing in the eighteenth century; the early years of the 
Royal Yacht Squadron at Cowes and an analysis of the 
America Cup challenges; the pioneering developments in 
Ireland and the exporting of yachting to the colonies and 
trading outposts of the Empire; the expansion of yachting 
in Victorian times; the Golden Age of Yachting in the 
years before the First World War, when it was the sport of 
the crowned heads of Europe; the invention of the dinghy 
and the keelboat classes and, after the Second World War, 
the massive numbers of home-built dinghies; the breaking 
of new boundaries by risk-taking single-handers from the 
mid-1960s; the expansion of leisure sailing that came in 

the 1980s with the use of moulded plastic yachts; and current trends and 
pressures within the sport. Well-referenced yet highly readable, this book 
will be of interest both to the scholar and the sailing enthusiast.

Peter H. King The Aberdeen Line: George 
Thompson Jnr’s incomparable shipping 
enterprise The History Press 2017 £25 

Founded in 1825 by the 21-year-old George 
Thompson Jnr, the Aberdeen Line developed 
over 100 years into one of the best-respected 
shipping lines in Britain. Initially traversing 
the short sea, Atlantic, South American, Far 
Eastern and Antipodean trade routes before 
settling to become the longest serving line 
on the Australian trade, the Aberdeen name 
navigated commercial take overs by the 
Oceanic Steam Navigation Company, Shaw 

Savill and Albion, Lord Kylsant’s Royal Mail Group and Furness Withy, 
before becoming all but forgotten when it finally furling its sails in 1957. 
Here Captain King seeks to bring this once prominent shipping line’s 
history to light once more for the enjoyment of shipping enthusiasts and 
maritime historians everywhere. The publication date for this book is 2 
October 2017.
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University Courses
University of Exeter

MPhil and PhD courses in Maritime Historical Studies
The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies is the oldest established centre 
for this specialism in a British university. The Centre seeks to promote 
research into economic, social, political, naval and environmental aspects 
of the British maritime past from the earliest times to the present day. 
The Centre holds termly research seminars (in conjunction with the 
Society for Nautical Research), an annual international Maritime History 
Conference and a twice-yearly Strategic Policy Studies Group symposium 
(with associated publication). 

See the website of the Centre for Maritime Historical Studies.

University of Hull

BA History with Maritime History; MA and PhD

Maritime history is the study of humankind’s relationship with the seas and 
oceans. It is a subdiscipline of ‘history’ and cannot survive intellectually 
or philosophically without it. Since humans are terrestrial, the history of 
their encounters with the sea is implicitly an extension of the history of 
lands and their peoples.

The Department of History offers the BA History with Maritime 
History in the field of maritime historical studies. Maritime history modules 
are also offered to students registered on the History Department’s MA 
programmes, while supervision is available for those seeking to undertake 
a PhD.

For more information see:
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistoricalstudiesce.aspx 

Portsmouth University

MA Naval History, one year full time or two years 
part time distance learning

What was the Royal Navy’s role in British history, and that of its 
empire?  Why did Nelson become such a hero and how was he 
depicted? Through a unique partnership with the National Museum of the 
Royal Navy, this programme explores these questions in the context of 
400 years of naval history. You will examine the importance of the Royal 
Navy to British and global history, while engaging with the life of the 
ordinary sailor in peace and war, the cult of the naval hero, and the navy – 
and its sailors – in popular culture. To do so, you will draw on a range of 
naval experts, curators, and primary sources, including the rich collections 
of Portsmouth’s naval museums. The flexible distance format allows you 
to learn from leading naval experts as well as the latest scholarship and 
debates in the field. For full details see:
http://www.port.ac.uk/courses/history-politics-and-social-studies/ma-
naval-history/
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University of Southampton

MA/MSc Maritime Archaeology (1 year)
Investigation of the maritime past has gathered rapid momentum in recent 
years, becoming a dynamic and focused field of archaeology. As well as 
investigating submerged landscapes, settlements and shipwrecks, the 
whole ‘coastal zone’ is now being acknowledged as a priority in terms of 
protection, management and research.

Archaeology graduates can develop an exciting specialism through 
studying this Masters in Maritime Archaeology degree. Explore the 
changing relationship people have had with the world’s oceans and seas 
through the technologies of seafaring, histories of environmental change, 
the record from submerged landscapes and coastal sites. You will receive 
either an MA or MSc certificate on successful completion of this course, 
depending on the research and focus of your dissertation.

The Masters course in Maritime Archaeology course provides 
archaeology graduates with a fascinating specialism. Achieved through 
a variety of theoretical classroom learning and practicing archaeology 
in seas, rivers, lakes and intertidal environments. The in depth study of 
past societies and their relationship with the water, provides you with the 
opportunity to observe shipwrecks and the exhumed artefacts. 

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/humanities/postgraduate/taught_
courses/taught_courses/archaeology/v400_ma_msc_maritime_
archaeology.page 

University of Malta

MA Global Maritime Archaeology

In October 2016, the University of Malta will be offering a new international 
master’s programme in Global Maritime Archaeology. This 13-month 
intensive course is being offered in collaboration with the University of 
Western Australia and Western Australian Museum.

This MA in Global Maritime Archaeology is intended to expose students 
to a broad range of facets that fall within this discipline. Students will be 
able to start and develop their careers in the field of archaeology with 
special emphasis on the maritime and underwater sub-disciplines of the 
subject. Furthermore, students may use the skill garnered from this robust 
course to pursue careers that are not related to archaeology. Skills-sets 
acquired throughout the one year duration of this programme are multi-
dimensional, flexible and most importantly, desirable to stakeholders and 
employers.

We would like to announce that we are offering a scholarship for the 
coming academic year. For further information see:
http://www.um.edu.mt/icp/ma-marine-archaeology
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New Members
Jon Weale Quebec, Canada
Nicholas Margerum Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex
Paul Bevand Worcester
Christopher Kemp Seattle, USA
Allan Wellings Sheffield, South Yorkshire
Galina Grebenshchikova Sankt-Peterburg, Russia
Paul O’Prey London
Radoslaw Rozpedowski Doinoslaskie,Poland
Trevor Royle Edinburgh
Eamonn Welch Salisbury, Wiltshire
Pablo Mont-Serrath Sao Pãulo, Brazil
Mark Walters Llanymynech, Powys
David Bradley Monofieth, Angus
Phil Wright Tasmania, Australia
Claire Plelan Belton, Texas, USA
John Brobst Athens, Ohio, USA
Mark White London
Debra Gunn Sutherland, Highland
Mike Baker  Exeter, Devon
Colin Bevan Swansea, Neath Port Talbot
John Fisher Horsham, West Sussex
David Harris Bolsover, Derbyshire
Hans-Martin Meyer Weinheim, Germany
Mark Lawden Stoughton, Leicester

Students
Joseph da Costa Maidenhead, Berkshire
Stefka Ritchie Birmingham
Ching-Yin Kwan London
James Clipson Frome, Somerset
Francesco Ulivi Genova, Italy
Robert Anderson Cardiff
Robert Burchett (No Address)
John Murray London

Reported Deaths
Michael Wood Morayshire, Scotland
John Bethell Chichester, West Sussex
John Guilmartin Columbus, Ohio, USA
Jack Heptinstall Ulverston, Cumbria
Barry Miller Tunbridge Wells, Kent


