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Chairman’s Column
Presentation of Medals Ceremony

After the SNR’s AGM on 14 June 2014 and immediately before our 
annual dinner, a ceremony was conducted on HMS Victory’s Quarterdeck 
at which I was privileged to present this year’s Victory Medal to Tim Parr, 
and the Society’s Centenary Medal to Lawrie Phillips.

A few years ago the Society changed the terms of the annual award 
of the Victory Medal such that recipients did not necessarily have to be 
concerned with the restoration of HMS Victory. The medal can now be 
awarded to recognize work on ship restoration more widely: this year the 
Victory Medal was awarded to Tim Parr.

A qualified naval architect and a member of the Royal Institution of 
Naval Architects for over 50 years, Tim served his apprenticeship as a 
shipwright and marine engineer at Vosper Ltd. He went on to run their 
Porchester shipyard for four years and was the project manager for three 
major foreign warship contracts.

He was on the Ships Committee of the Maritime Trust for 20 years, 
a member of the Technical Committee of the National Historic Ships 
Committee for four years and a member of the Advisory Committee on 
National Historic Ships. He has worked as an expert advisor and monitor 
for the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), and has advised on/monitored 
one-third of all the ship projects that HLF has supported over the last 
15 years, about 50 in total. Among these were PS Waverley, the pleasure 
steamer Sir Walter Scott, HMS Medusa, PS Medway Queen and Massey 
Shaw. His work on Waverley was especially demanding, overseeing this 
major restoration project which involved extensive work to the riveted 
hull, superstructure, boiler and engines at a time when such projects were 
a new departure in the then early days of HLF

He was one of the founding directors of the Cornish Maritime Trust,  the 
National Maritime Museum Cornwall, the Armed Steam Cutter Falmouth 
Trust (which is presently conserving a First World War battleship cutter) 
and was the technical director of the Massey Shaw Preservation Society. 
He has advised on ships in many parts of the world. He maintains and 
sails power and sailing craft, including his own and has become expert in 
maritime ordnance, in connection with which he is involved in restoring 
an Elizabethan cannon.
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The Society’s most prestigious award, the Centenary Medal, is only 
awarded from time to time, this year it has been decided to recognize the 
service to the Society of Lawrie Phillips, shown in the picture above. 

Lawrie has been a member of the Society for more than 50 years and has 
been involved in most aspects of the Society at one time or another. He 
was Honorary Secretary during a difficult period in the Society’s history in 
the 1980s, and represented the Society on the Victory Advisory Technical 
Committee for more than 20 years. He has given many years’ service as a 
Vice-President of the Society and still serves on the Publications Committee 
where his professional advice continues to be extremely valuable.

His most renowned publication is The Navy Day by Day which is 
displayed in every HM ship and establishment and referred to daily. First 
published in 1979 and over several editions the book has given invaluable 
advice to numerous naval officers seeking a text for some mess dinner 
speech. As Derek Law has pointed out, the book is full of whimsical facts, 
such as their Lordships instruction in 1910 to issue a second typewriter to 
battleships.

Pembrokeshire born, we have seen more recently the publication of 
his latest book, Pembroke Dockyard and the Old Navy: A Bicentennial 
History.  In this new book, Lawrie reminds us that Pembroke Dock was 
the Admiralty’s principal building yard for over a century, and over 250 
warships and 5 royal yachts were built there between 1814 and its closure 
in 1926.

Lawrie served for 35 years with the MoD at home and abroad mainly 
for the Royal Navy, specializing in public relations and information. A 
media specialist he served successive Commanders-in-Chief Fleet and 
Naval Home Command and for the last few years of his service was the 
principal media adviser to the MoD.

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton
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Editor’s Notes
I had the great pleasure of being a guest at the unveiling of the Matthew 
Flinders statue at Australia House on Friday 18 July. It was a splendid 
occasion and brilliantly organized by the Matthew Flinders Memorial 
Statue Steering Committee, the government of South Australia and 
Flinders University in Adelaide. The statue is superb and the sculptor 
Mark Richards FRBS was on hand to answer questions and discuss 
the process of making this remarkable memorial. Peter Ashley and his 
committee are to be congratulated on the achievement of bringing this 
project to conclusion and to raising awareness of Flinders’ remarkable 
achievements. Peter’s report and a link to the many photographs of the 
event are carried later in this issue of Topmasts. On the evening before the 
official unveiling, David Hill, the author of The Great Race, gave a talk 
on his book which details the rush to complete the map of the southern 
Australian coastline between the French and British governments. It was a 
very interesting evening and we are grateful to Gresham College, London, 
and Flinders University, South Australia, for the opportunity to hear this 
fascinating lecture. Incidentally, Gresham College run a huge programme 
of top-quality lectures throughout the year which are free and have been 
for over 400 years. To view the programme see www.gresham.ac.uk 

The Flinders statue can be seen on the concourse at Euston Station and 
those on the West Coast mainline rail route can enjoy their journey aboard 
Virgin Trains locomotive renamed The Matthew Flinders. 

While Flinders was being celebrated in London, there was also a 
ceremony in Sydney at the Library of New South Wales. Victor Grant, 
president of the Matthew Flinders Society of Australia, was kind enough 
to ask my daughter, a resident of Sydney, to the unveiling ceremony on 
19 July 19 and her photograph of this is shown below. It drew a very big 
crowd with a Royal Australian Navy band playing for those attending. 



Topmasts no. 11

4

The National Maritime Museum list of lecture features Dr Gillian 
Dooley’s lecture on Matthew Flinders which takes place on 7 October. 
Having met Dr Dooley when I was in Adelaide recently, I would certainly 
recommend attending this event.

I would draw your attention to the first issue of the newsletter of the 
National Museum of the Royal Navy, published on the web last month 
entitled Bravo Zulu, carrying all the news of events and exhibitions 
throughout the RN museums. See www.nmrn.org.uk

Earlier in the year I attended another excellent lecture by Paul Barnett, 
chairman of the Friends of Purton Hulks. For those unfamiliar with these 
hulks, they are vessels, sunk into the mud flats around Sharpness to prevent 
erosion of the Severn bank. There is a very interesting website about the 
fifty or so vessels sunk there at www.friendsofpurton.org.uk. Paul runs 
frequent guided tours on Sundays throughout the year from March until 
November and they are well worth attending. His talk on the night that I 
attended at Gloucester Yacht Club HQ was on the destruction of the rail 
bridge over the Severn near Lydney when two barges collided with the 
structure. An ex naval man, he certainly knows his stuff. If anyone has an 
interest in these subjects, Paul is available to lecture and can be contacted 
on barnadillo@aol.com. 

Last, it was a pleasure to see press and TV coverage of the launch of 
HMS Queen Elizabeth, the navy’s biggest warship. She is a triumph of 
British engineering and technology. God bless all who sail in her.

Barry Coombs 
topmasts@snr.org.uk 

AGM Report

The Annual General Meeting was held on 14 June 2014 in the Princess 
Royal Gallery of the National Museum of the Royal Navy, Portsmouth.

The AGM was well supported by members. The Chairman opened his 
remarks by drawing attention to the work the Society was able to continue 
to do in support of HMS Victory through the Save the Victory Fund, and 
the support also given to the National Maritime Museum through the 
Macpherson Fund. He noted that the finances of the Society continue on 
a sound footing. 

The Treasurer, Dr Peter Nash, reported that the first year of the Taylor 
& Francis relationship appeared to have had very positive benefits for the 
Society.

The committee reports were all very encouraging, and included a 
particularly enthralling paper by Andrew Baines, curator of HMS Victory, 
on the progress of research during the year.  

The various elections were all carried unanimously.
A full report of the proceedings will appear as usual in The Mariner’s 

Mirror in November. 
The date of the next AGM is Saturday 13 June 2015.
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Request for Assistance in Web Archiving
I need the help of members of the Society in an exciting new project. As 
you may be aware, the Society has commissioned a new website from Dr 
Sam Willis and the Burlington Partnership. The website will showcase the 
glories of the Society, chief among which is the archive of articles written 
for The Mariner’s Mirror over the last hundred years.  

In order to make this archive more easily accessible to all researchers, 
from the casual browser to the academic, we are building in a searchable 
database based on keywords.

Each article needs to be read, an abstract of between 50 and 100 words 
written, and key words selected from the lists provided.

I had intended to ask university students to become volunteers to do the 
work, but examinations and vacations have intervened. I turn therefore to 
those who will be beneficiaries of the work, the members of the Society.

I suggest that each member takes responsibility for one issue of The 
Mariner’s Mirror, i.e. for about five articles. It takes between one and two 
hours to read an  article, to write the abstract and list the key words. I then 
need an email with the title, the author’s name, the abstract and the list of key 
words. I have a master list and will allocate an issue to each member who 
will take this on. If you find you cannot cope with the whole issue, the 
remaining articles could be passed on to another member.

Everyone who takes part will feel justly proud of their contribution to 
this great work of scholarship, which will be of benefit to us all and to our 
successors.

Please would you help the Society to create this database between us?  
It will truly be a joint enterprise of the utmost value. This project will 
give members who live near and far an opportunity to join in the work of 
the Society. Please contact the Hon. Sec. to take part in this work of vital 
importance to the archives and records of the SNR at honsec@snr.org.uk.

Byrne McLeod
Honorary Secretary

Bequests to the SNR

If any member feels that they would like to make a bequest to help continue 
the work of the SNR of preservation and research into all matters maritime 
in the future, please contact our Hon. Secretary, Dr Byrne McLeod at 
honsec@snr.org.uk
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Unveiling of the Statue of 
Captain Matthew Flinders RN

A report by Peter Ashley on the hugely successful unveiling of the 
memorial.

On the morning of the 18 July 2014 the 100-year-old exhibition hall 
of Australia House in the Strand reverberated to the glorious sound of 
the national anthems of both Australia and Great Britain being sung by 
approximately 300 guests, led by Grant Doyle as HRH Prince William 
arrived to unveil the statue of Captain Matthew Flinders, Royal Navy. 
HRH was received by Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of Greater London, 
Sir David Brewer, and welcomed by the High Commissioner, HE the 
Hon. Alexander Downer, AC and Mrs Downer. On entering the foyer 
HRH was met by Bill Muirhead, AM, the Agent General for South 
Australia, who proceeded to introduce the Matthew Flinders Memorial 
Statue Steering Committee:

John Allen, Chairman (Britain–Australia Society)
Lieutenant Commander Peter Ashley RN (MFMS project founder)
John Flinders (fifth-generation cousin)
Pauline Lyle-Smith (Cook Society)
Barry Kitchener (Network Rail)
Matt Johnson, Deputy Chairman (Deputy Agent General for South 
Australia)

While this prestigious event had begun to take 
shape in September 2012 with the formation 
of the MFSS Committee, it was, in fact, the 
culmination of over 15 years of dedicated 
research work within the UK, Australia and 
Mauritius which began in Melbourne in 
January 1999, as I stood beside the Flinders 
statue outside St Paul’s Cathedral. The spark 
which ignited the long fuse of research which 
became a crusade was the remark by my 
youngest daughter (Charlie, then 18, shown 
on the right), ‘Look, he was an English Royal 
Navy, officer, not an Australian – you must 
have known him?’ (jokingly). Confessing that 
apart from the Flinders bar in a magnetic compass my knowledge of the 
man was nil, I was however determined to learn more. 

The rest, they say, is history.

Following the obligatory speeches of welcome and thanks, HRH duly 
unveiled the statue to reveal the work of the genius artist, Mark Richards 
FRBS. Not only has he sculpted an extraordinarily beautiful statue but 
by showing the man in his sea-going working clothes bending over 
a chart of Australia, with dividers in hand, telescope beside and his cat 
Trim watching on closely, he has captured the dedicated personality and 
indefatigable character of the man. He was one of our greatest navigators 
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and explorers, although perhaps overlooked in the UK until now. Had he 
not died young, aged 40, on 19 July 1814 as his work and charts, A Voyage 
to Terra Australis was published, what more greater things might he have 
achieved?

Following the event the statue was moved during the night of 18/19 July 
to its permanent location on the concourse of Euston station where it will 
be seen by over 60 million people a year, standing over the site of burial 
of his bones.

Please see below links to all the official photographs of the day as 
well as the link to a video highlights package which Flinders University 
commissioned to show at their ‘mirror’ event in Adelaide on Saturday 19 
July.

www.dropbox.com/sh/6izo16slzwpfsuz/AABROY3oqtApDsEO3-
1xmeNNa#/
www.dropbox.com/sh/0zv35fuo6edtr9s/
AAAywHlBhDDFmdpe3GZt9qeJa  
www.dropbox.com/sh/6hd9l0le4rfl2zr/AADbuGAwbATQmsDum-_
pMyoba 

Do visit the Flinders website at www.flindersmemorial.org. 

The statue of Matthew Flinders at Euston
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Prince William unveils Flinders statue and admires Trim, the cat

Peter Ashley greets Prince William
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The Fenland Lighter Project
More About International Contacts

During recent months the FLP has been approached by Captain Eric 
Wiberg of the New York firm, McAllister Towing and Transportation, 
seeking advice on a range of lightering matters from long ago. A book on 
the firm’s 150-year history is in preparation, and it is understood that a 
copy will be submitted in due course to The Mariner’s Mirror for review.

On a different topic, the possibility of ‘international Fenland study 
days’ regarding linked river and seagoing trade in the days of sail (see 
Topmasts 10, pp. 3–4) has aroused some queries. It should be pointed out 
that there already exists something of a tradition of French involvement 
in such matters. The accompanying photo stems from an FLP field trip of 
the 1990s, showing (left) the late Professor Paul-Gabriel Boucé as a most 
welcome participant. Links of this sort with the Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris 
III) are still reflected in ongoing correspondence involving Professor 
Serge Soupel, often mentioned in this column, and now in retirement in 
the Auvergne.

Here in this region, St Ives (Cambs), on the banks of the River Great 
Ouse, continues its energetic and varied promotion of its waterway history.   
The Town Council is currently installing designation signs to mark the 
‘Old Riverport’ area of the community. These signs bear a stylized version 
of material from the FLP website, complete with indication of both sail 
and towing-horse propulsion for Fenland lighters (see The Mariner’s 
Mirror 79, pp. 155–69).

Visit the Fenland Lighter Project website www.gla.ac.uk/~aj12x/flp.
html for more details.

H. J. K. Jenkins hjkpkjenkins@yahoo.co.uk
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The National Maritime Museum
SNR Members are certain to be interested in the major exhibition at the 
NMM from July 2014 to 4th January 2015 entitled Ships, Clocks and Stars: 
The Quest for Longitude. Members who have already visited this event 
have been most enthusiastic and have recommended seeing it. It is a most 
comprehensive study of the subject of longitude and well worth a visit. 

There will be a lecture for NMM members to complement the exhibition 
on Thursday 11 September by David Barrie, on the sextant.

Book your tickets at rmg.co.uk/tickets

National Maritime Museum 
Curatorial and Research Department Seminars and Lectures 

October 2014 to April 2015

The British Maritime History Seminar Series at the Institute of 
Historical Research

Annual series of seminars, convened by the National Maritime Museum 
and held at the Institute of Historical Research, aims to disseminate new 
research in maritime history. Draft programme below:

Autumn 2014
7 October: Matthew Flinders: the man behind the map of Australia 

Dr Gillian Dooley, Flinders University, Adelaide
21 October: The Sea Officers: gentility and professionalism in the Royal 

Navy, 1775–1815 Evan Wilson, University of Oxford
4 November: The British West African settlements and eighteenth-

century imperial warfare Dr Joshua Newton, National 
Maritime Museum

18 November: Ruling the Waves: King Alfred as naval hero in England 
and America, 1740–1800 Dr Oliver Cox, University of Oxford

2 December: International Maritime Employment and National Policies: 
a view from the early modern Mediterranean Dr Maria Fusaro, 
University of Exeter

16 December: Fiscal-naval or fiscal-military? British state formation, 
1660–1832 Dr Aaron Graham, University of Oxford

Spring 2015
13 January: ‘I am the Captain now!’: reconstructing the lives of lascars 

aboard British sailing vessels Dr Aaron Jaffer, University of 
Warwick

27 January: Captain Cook, Pyrotechnist Dr Simon Werrett, University 
College, London

10 February: Learning to Lead: the Admiralty and Pacific exploration 
in the long eighteenth century Katherine Parker, University of 
Pittsburgh

24 February: Innovative Bureaucracies: medicine in the French and 
British Navies Dr Erica Charters, WUHMO, University of 
Oxford



Topmasts no. 11

11

10 March: The provincial marine clears the decks: Britain’s forgotten 
colonial navy preparing for war Ian Stafford

24 March: ‘Piratical States’: British Imperialism in the Indian Ocean 
World Dr Simon Layton, University of Cambridge

7 April: War captivity in the eighteenth century: Britain and France  
Dr Renaud Morieux, University of Cambridge

The seminars will start at 17.15 in the IHR Large Conference Room and 
are free of charge.

The printed programme will be available towards the end of July and if 
you wish to receive it by e-mail or post please contact research@rmg.co.uk

Call For Papers
Sixth Thames Shipbuilding Symposium

The Docklands History Group is now seeking speakers and papers for its 
2015 Annual Symposium, which will be the sixth Thames Shipbuilding 
Symposium. The Group is interested in hearing from those who might be 
able to contribute a short talk (typically 30 minutes) on a relevant subject 
to the usual mixed specialist and non-specialist audience. The symposium 
will take place at the Museum of London Docklands, which is close to 
Canary Wharf, in Spring 2015. It is intended that a set of proceedings 
will be published within a year of the symposium. These papers will offer 
contributors the opportunity to present fuller and more detailed versions 
of their talks.

Although the symposia in this series have, so far, presented some 48 
papers, there is still more to do. Back at the second symposium, in 2003, 
Stuart Rankin made a clarion call for further research. While this has, 
thankfully, been generally heeded, his comment that London marine 
engine builders and the shipyards of Deptford Creek have been ‘sadly 
neglected’ remains just as valid today. Other areas which would also 
merit further research include labour organisation, shipyard design and 
layout, the impact of changing technologies, and the interface trades of 
ship repairing and shipbreaking. There are still shipyards – especially 
some seventeenth- and eighteenth-century ones – whose actual locations 
and operational dates remain hazy. There is still much more that could be 
done on the better known larger yards, including the great Blackwall Yard 
and the Thames Ironworks. Yard ship lists can always be improved. The 
cultural and family aspects of the lives of working shipwrights, sawyers, 
caulkers, ship joiners, platers, boilermakers, engineers and associated 
craftsmen remain very fertile fields for further research. The actual 
processes of shipbuilding – including tendering, design, programming, 
materials provision, financial control and man management – also remain 
rewarding areas for further work. 

To register an interest in submitting an informal proposal, or for further 
details, please email the group at: info@docklandshistorygroup.org.uk 
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The E G R Taylor Lecture
The E. G. R. Taylor Lecture for 2014 will be held at the House of the 
Royal Geographical Society, 1 Kensington Gore, London, SW7 2AR on 9 
October at 6.30 p.m. It is being organized this year by the Royal Institute 
of Navigation on ‘Time for Navigation in the Chronometer Age’.

The longitude problem of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
led to remarkable achievements in astronomy, horology and instrument-
making. By the 1830s, most ships on the seas were equipped with a 
selection of marine chronometers and deck watches. 

This development meant that two groups of practitioners needed access 
to accurate standard time. The first was the makers of these life-saving 
horological masterpieces. The second was the navigating officers who 
needed to set their machines to home time before setting sail. To serve 
these users, complex technological and social networks of time distribution 
spread through major maritime towns and cities. 

In this illustrated talk, David Rooney, Curator of Time, Navigation 
and Transport at the Science Museum, will describe the time networks of 
London in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries which kept a maritime 
nation afloat.

Admission to the lecture is free and no booking is required. Members of 
the Hakluyt Society and other sponsoring societies (the Royal Geographical 
Society, the Society for Nautical Research, and the Royal Institute of 
Navigation) may book supper afterwards at the Royal Geographical 
Society by telephoning the Events Office, 020 7591 3100, between 9.30 and 
17.30, Monday to Friday. Supper will cost £30.00 for a two-course candle-
lit meal and coffee with two glasses of wine or fruit juice. The deadline for 
booking suppers will be 12 noon on Friday 3 October, and it is regretted 
that cancellations after this date cannot be considered. Doors will be open 
at 17.30 and access will be via the Kensington Gore entrance to the Royal 
Geographical Society. A pay bar will be open from 17.30 to 18.30.

The Centenary of World War I History at Sea
naval-history.net

Naval-History.Net has prepared for the centenary for some years. Current 
projects include:

•	 Chronology providing the political and military background to the 
war at sea.

•	 Naval Operations by Corbett and Newbolt – many of the excellent 
plans are online including all the battle of Jutland – and the three- 
volume Merchant Navy histories by Hurd.

•	 Navy despatches and relevant army despatches from the London 
Gazette. Also Royal Navy honours and gallantry awards by award 
and by Gazette date. A name index is in preparation.

•	 Royal Navy and Royal Marine casualties (researched by Don Kindell 
working with the Naval Historical Branch (MoD)), as well as those of 
the Dominion Navies and US Navy and Marine Corps.

•	 Royal Navy warships and auxiliaries from the invaluable Ships of the 
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Royal Navy 1914–1919 by Dittmar and Colledge. Although still in 
progress, all warships and many of the auxiliaries are listed by name 
and by type/class.

•	 British warship logbooks of the First World War period totalling some 
300,000 pages. The logs of over 300 ships have been transcribed, and 
most are online. They include coverage of battle of the Falklands, 
the Northern Patrol, the Dardanelles, East Africa, the transAtlantic 
convoys, Indian Ocean and China Station, amounting to some 60 to 70 
per cent of all major warship movements 1914–18, outside of British 
home waters.

All these resources and more including battle summaries can be accessed 
from the top right-hand column of www.naval-history.net

Gordon Smith mba ceng

ISHMap-List
A new listserv for all things about map history

The International Society for the History of the Map (ISHMap) has just 
launched a new listserv to promote discussion about any topic in the field 
of map history. As with the old maphist listerv, all postings are delivered 
directly into your email inbox; you can choose whether to receive each 
posting individually or to receive groups of postings in a single digest.

You do not need to be a member of ISHMap to subscribe and comment 
to the new listserv. You may unsubscribe at any time.

To subscribe to ISHMap-List, simply point your web browser to http://
ishm.elte.hu/?q=node/21 and provide your email address and name.

Sarah Tyacke, ISHMap Secretary

SNR (South) Programme

The Society for Naval Research (South) was founded in 1962 to promote 
the historical study of ships, seafaring and other maritime subjects with 
particular reference to the south of England. There are meetings on the 
second Saturday of each month from October to May. Unless otherwise 
indicated, all meetings are held in the Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert 
Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT, and 
commence at 2.00 p.m. Persons wishing to lunch with the Society in the 
Club beforehand should contact Roy Inkersole, tel. +44 (0)2392 831387 at 
least 72 hours in advance. New members are very welcome: email David 
Baynes or tel. +44 (0)2392 831461.

For up-to-the-minute news of SNR (South) activities visit their new web-
site www.snrsouth.org.uk. New material or queries should be addressed 
to the webmaster Vicki Woodman at v.woodman@ntlworld.com 
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   AAAlllaaannn   VVViiilllllliiieeerrrsss      
   MMMeeemmmooorrriiiaaalll   LLLeeeccctttuuurrreee   222000111444   

  

  Under the auspices of  
  the Society for Nautical Research,    
  The Naval Review and the  
  Britannia Naval Research Association 
  with the support of the Hudson Trust 

 

‘‘TThhee  GGeerrmmaann  SSuubbmmaarriinnee  WWaarr    
11991144--11991188’’  

  

DDrr  NN..AA..MM..  RRooddggeerr    
AAllll  SSoouullss  CCoolllleeggee,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  OOxxffoorrdd  

   

The event will include a lecture by the winner of the 
BritishNavalHistory.com  

GGrraadduuaattee  RReesseeaarrcchheerr  EEssssaayy  CCoommppeettiittiioonn  22001144    
and a talk about Alan Villiers’ photography 

 

SStt  EEddmmuunndd  HHaallll,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  OOxxffoorrdd  
  

WWeeddnneessddaayy  11sstt  OOccttoobbeerr  22001144  
  

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  ffrroomm  1122..3300ppmm  ||  LLuunncchh  aatt  11..0000ppmm  
LLeeccttuurreess  bbeeggiinn  pprroommppttllyy  aatt  22..0000ppmm  

DDiinnnneerr  77..3300ppmm  (at a separate cost to be advised)  
 

TTiicckkeett  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  lluunncchh  aanndd  rreeffrreesshhmmeennttss  ££2255..0000  
LLeeccttuurreess  oonnllyy  ––  nnoo  cchhaarrggee,,  eennttrraannccee  oonn  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  
FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  AAVVMMLL  eevveenntt  

oorrggaanniisseerrss  aatt::  aavvmmllppuurrsseerr@@nnttllwwoorrlldd..ccoomm 

U-boat sinking a Britsh merchant ship, Willy Stöwer 1915 
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Announce their Autumn 2014 Seminar 
 

“Food and the Sea” 
 

Saturday 4 October  at Royal Naval HQ, Sefton Street, L3 4DZ, Liverpool 
 

Four presentations will be made, each by a distinguished lecturer who is a master in his 
own field 

 
 9.30   Registration and coffee 
 
         10.00   Victualling the Fighting forces in the Peninsular War 
   Dr Christopher Hall. 
 
 11.15  “Good and Fit for HM's Service”  
    Feeding the Royal Navy in the East Indies1780-1815 
    Dr Martin Wilcox, University  of Hull 
 
 12.30   Lunch 
  
 1.30   The North Sea “Boxing” fishing fleet and 
     London's Fish Supply 
  Dr Robb Robinson, University of Hull 

 
2.45  Merchant Shipping and Food Security 
   Dr Bryce Evans,  Liverpool Hope University. 

 
  4.00   Discussion 
 
  4.15   Tea, Close 
 
 
 
       Cost: Members £10, Non Members £20, Students £5, to include a buffet lunch, coffee and tea. 

 
To register:  E mail: secretary.maritimehistorynorth@hotmail.co.uk. 

 RNHQ is about 1mile south of the Pier Head on Sefton Street, post code L3 4DZ, there is a large secure 
car park. Nearest Station Brunswick, (Mersey Rail) turn right out of the station, 500yds. 

 

Maritime History North extends its grateful thanks to RNHQ  for their kind agreement  to host this Seminar   

Affiliated to the Society of Nautical Research and the 1805 Club 
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Wellington Trust Diary Dates 2014–15
Heritage Evenings 

Mondays at 6.00 for 6.30 p.m. (note earlier start time)

Monday 8 September
Samuel Plimsoll by Nicolette Jones, author of The Plimsoll Sensation
Plimsoll’s great campaign in the second half of the nineteenth century 
stirred the nation to save the lives of British seafarers who were drowning 
unnecessarily every year, sailing on overladen and poorly maintained and 
equipped ships. Nicolette Jones was awarded the Mountbatten Maritime 
Prize for her book, and we anticipate that, given the relevance of her 
subject to all seafarers, demand will be high.

Monday 13 October: Somali Pirate Hostage Captain Colin Darch
Monday 10 November: The Merchant Navy in WW1 Captain Richard 

Woodman
Monday 8 December: Antarctic Seafaring Captain Stuart Lawrence
Monday 12 January 2015: Dazzle Painting Mr Glyn Evans
Monday 9 February: The RN and T. E. Lawrence: Creating a Legend Mr 

John Johnson-Allen
Monday 9 March: The U-Boat Threat in WW1: Its Rise, Fall and Eventual 

Defeat Rear Admiral John Lang

If you wish to stay for the supper after the talk, it is £25 for Friends of the 
Wellington, and £30 for all others. The lecture is free, but donations are 
requested!

For further details and bookings please contact Alison Harris, Business 
Manager, Honourable Company of Master Mariners & Wellington Trust 
on business@hcmm.org.uk; 020 7836 8179 www.the wellingtontrust.com 

News from The Netherlands

From Jeroen van der Vliet, Curator of maritime collections Rijksmuseum 
in Amsterdam, website at www.Rijksmuseum.nl

Rijksmuseum acquires oldest known engraving of a herring buss 

The Rijksmuseum has acquired an extremely rare engraving of one of the 
oldest known depictions of a herring buss (Dutch: haringbuis). 

The print dates from about 1480, making it one of the earliest engravings 
from the Low Countries. It is attributed to the goldsmith Willem Vanden 
Cruce, also known by his monogram as Master W with the key. For 
centuries, the herring buss was the symbol of the great herring fisheries of 
the North Sea. In fact, the day on which the herring fleet set out to catch 
the first herring of the season, 15 June, was traditionally called ‘Buss Day’. 

Early depictions of fishing boats are highly uncommon. The print is a 
realistic portrayal of a herring buss, a type of ship from the late Middle 
Ages that was developed by the beginning of the fifteenth century to 
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capitalize on the growing demand for fish. The herring buss is larger than 
other fishing vessels; a crew of around 20 could use a series of long drift 
nets (called a vleet in Dutch) to make larger catches, which were already 
gutted, salted and packed in barrels at sea, considerably extending the 
storage life of the fish. As a result, by the Golden Age, North Sea herring 
had become a major export.

Willem Vanden Cruce (working in Bruges about 1465–90) produced a 
series of nine extremely detailed depictions of ship types at the end of 
the Middle Ages. At the time, the town of Bruges where he lived was a 
major port, visited by ships from throughout Europe, which undoubtedly 
served as inspiration. Around 1480, there were an estimated 400 herring 
busses operating in Flanders and Holland.

The purchase of this engraving of a herring buss was made possible 
through generous donations from the Waller Fund and the Scato Gockinga/
Rijksmuseum Fund.

The Rijksmuseum’s newly acquired engraving of a herring buss, dating from around 1480 and thus 
one of the earliest depictions of this kind of vessel
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More news from the Netherlands
The Voyages of Adriaan van Berkel to Guiana Amerindian- Dutch 
Relationships in 17th Century Guiana translated by Martijn van den Bel, 
Lodewijk Hulsman & lodewijk Wagenaar ISBN 9789088902635
Sidestone Press Holland www.sidestone.com

In 1670, the 22-year-old Adriaan van Berkel left the Dutch city of Leiden 
to join a trading vessel bound for the West Indies and Guiana in South 
America. On arrival at the Wild Coast of Guiana he was hired by the 
patrons of that country as a merchant and secretary. He made numerous 
treks and voyages by canoe with Amero-indian guides to the sugar 
plantations and the colonies along the Essequibo River. Twenty years after 
his return, he wrote down his adventures and published them in 1695. 
The text was enhanced by considerable plagiarism in the second half of 
the book in which numerous sections were taken from famous books 
about the Americas by Champlain, Biet, Thevet and Von Staden. The text 
is accompanied by an extensive glossary and an introduction detailing 
the historic context of the Dutch trading presence in Guiana during the 
seventeenth century and their relations with the local Indians including 
the Arawak and Carib communities. 

Karsten Wentink of Sidestone Press has sent me information on the 
above translation of the 1695 travelogue of Adriaan van Berkel to Guiana 
and Surinam which will be simultaneously published in English and Dutch. 
They will also provide free access to the book online via the e-library at 
their website (www.sidestone.com/library) as well as Google Books and 
Google Scholar as they wish to make historical sources, such as this one, 
available to the larger public.  
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The SNR Research Fund
The SNR research Fund is an important resource for students and 
researchers. Here are some summaries of recent work by recipients. The 
Editor is grateful to Susan Rose for keeping Topmasts updated on reports 
on student projects.

Anderson Fund Research Report 
Report from Sophie Fitzmaurice

My MPhil dissertation considers the role of ordinary New England 
mariners in propelling territorial expansion in the American Northwest 
and Arctic regions during the nineteenth century. My thesis proposes 
that high-level diplomacy was, in the case of the New England whaling 
and fishing industry, driven by the working class, illiterate seafarers who 
manned outgoing vessels. The whaling and fishing industries were thriving 
capitalist enterprises that employed large numbers of men (and, on shore, 
women as well), and my argument is that the failure to regulate the taking 
of natural resources led to an impulse for territorial expansion, as ships 
travelled further and further from shore in pursuit of their catch.

I spent two weeks in Cambridge, Massachusetts, from where I 
travelled to Boston, Salem, and New Bedford. I divided my time between 
the Massachusetts Historical Society (MHS); the Massachusetts State 
Archives (MSA); the Peabody-Essex Museum (PEM); the Peabody-
Essex Museum’s Phillips Library (PEPL); and the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum (NBWM). 

At the MHS I studied the society’s huge collection of ships’ logs and 
legislative material.  At the PEM I studied the various artefacts on display, 
and discovered that whalers had traded with indigenous peoples in Alaska 
well before the United States purchased that territory from Russia; this 
supported my thesis about whaling driving territorial expansion. 

In the PEPL I read the journal of a fisherman who was one of the 
first Americans sailing from Gloucester, Massachusetts, to Iceland and 
Svalbard in search of halibut. Again, this supported my thesis about the 
link between the failure to manage resources and the resulting impulse 
towards territorial expansion; it is a little-known fact that the United 
States Secretary of State William Seward attempted to buy Iceland and 
Greenland from Denmark in the 1860s but was foundered by a Congress 
wary of spending too much money so soon after the Civil War.

The most useful material I looked at, however, was in the MSA. The 
MSA’s archives were full of petitions sent by fishermen to the state 
legislature, asking for regulations and laws to be passed to safeguard 
future fish stocks. This has been very useful for me in understanding the 
competing visions of New England fishermen as to how resources should 
best be protected and managed.
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Tomlin Award 2013 Fieldwork Report

Report from Veronica Walker Vadillo, Oxford Centre for Maritime 
Archaeology, University of Oxford  

The aim of the fieldwork was originally to attend the first international 
conference of South-East Asian Archaeology organized by the South-East 
Asian Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO), which was held 
in Burapha University (Chon Buri, Thailand) from 7–10 May 2013, and to 
conduct anthropological research at the Royal Barges Museum (Bangkok, 
Thailand) and selected sites in the region. However, the Tomlin award 
was granted to me after the dates of the conference, and it was agreed 
that the fund would be devoted to a short field trip to Bangkok to visit 
the Royal Barges Museum, as it was originally planned, and to attend the 
Indo-Pacific Prehistory Association conference, which was celebrated in 
Siem Reap (Cambodia) from 11–18 January 2014.  

In May 2012 I conducted surveys in the Angkor Archaeological Park 
to document ship iconography in the bas reliefs of Khmer temples. Apart 
from documenting over 50 known images, I have found five new nautical 
scenes (two on site, and three during desk-based research) that have not 
been previously documented.

The core of my work lays on the interpretation of the bas reliefs and the 
aim of the fieldwork was to document the Royal Barges in the museum 
using photographic equipment, and see how they related to the Royal 
Barges of Angkor in the data analysis process. 

The preliminary results of the fieldwork were immediately apparent. 
The size of the barges (between 27 and 46 metres) was a clear indication 
that the barges depicted in Angkor could have reached considerable sizes. 
The decoration techniques provided a new perspective on the topic of 
Angkorian decorations, many of which look fairly similar in design and 
execution. Elements of the barges, like the seat of the helmsman or the 
coxswain (see figure 1), were also very useful to interpret elements found 
on the stern of the royal barges of Angkor Wat. 

Figure 1 Left, detail of the helmsman or coxswain seat, Royal Barges Museum, Bangkok. Right, stern of a royal barge 
from Angkor Wat with an element that could be a similar seat to the one on the left. Angkor Wat, south-west corner 
pavilion
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The Tomlin Award Report for 2013

Report from Jo Stanley, BA, MA, PhD, FRHistS

This is the report of how I utilised the first £900 of the Tomlin Award you 
so kindly gave me. The funding enabled me to meet some of the research 
expenses in writing Women at Sea. Thank you for making this useful grant. 

The outcomes:
•	 The	History	Press	book	is	now	almost	finished.	The	typescript	will	be	

delivered in October and the book published in May 2015. Of course, I 
have thanked SNR in the acknowledgements pages. 

•	 Both	 scholarly	 and	 popular	 articles	 will	 be	 written.	 Already	 I	 have	
submitted a by-product (an article on crew radios in the 1950s) to the 
International Journal of Maritime History for a new section I will be 
editing for it: ‘Flotsams’. I successfully proposed this section as a direct 
result of material I found on the London trip which you funded.

•	 I	 am	 currently	 writing	 proposals	 for	 seminar	 papers	 on	 seafaring	
women, to be given at the National Museum of the Royal Navy, 
GMI, and Kings, in the 2014–15 programme. I will also be doing radio 
programmes and giving conference papers.

How the funding was used:
The £1,000 was principally used for travel for train fares and budget 

accommodation, as projected. This included:
•	 One	visit	to	London	in	March	2014:	

using National Archive, National Maritime Museum for 
documentary research 

interviewing a chief engineer,  a croupier, a shop manager and a 
madrina (ships’ godmother)

searching the archives of RMT and Nautilus International re 
women seafarers’ issues 

•	 Two	trips	to	Southampton,	in	September	and	November,	for	oral	
history research. This included: 

using the Oral History archive, which included hearing seven 
valuable interviews  including ships’ laundresses and nurses, 
and identifying usable photos  

attending the Cunard Pursers’ Reunion which netted four 
interviews and brought connections with three ‘hub’ people 
who have continued to help me with advice and more 
contacts 

in November 2013 attending the QE2 reunion, at which I met 18 
people prepared to be interviewed including the first woman 
sommelier 

a coup – interviewing Margaret Newcombe, the first lady purser 
being shown round Warsash College (Solent University , 

meeting senior lecturers and a woman engineering cadet, and 
using Cmdr Woolard’s photo archive
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University Courses
Cardiff University, School of Earth and Ocean Science

Dr Hance Smith and Dr David Jenkins are supervising a course for 
students – The Regional Development of Maritime Heritage in the United 
Kingdom. For further information contact Dr Hance Smith or visit the 
Cardiff University website.

University of Exeter
The University of Exeter offers MA and PhD courses in maritime 
historical studies modern module explores European maritime expansion 
and the creation of commercial empires. See the website of the Centre for 
Maritime Historical Studies.

Greenwich Maritime Institute, University of Greenwich
Located in the historic setting of the Old Royal Naval College, the 
Greenwich Maritime Institute offers a unique en viron ment for the study 
of maritime history, including an MA in Maritime History . For details 
email gmi@gre.ac.uk or visit the Greenwich Maritime Institute website.

University of Hull
The University of Hull offers a BA course and MA and PhD programmes 
in maritime history. Contact Dr Richard Gorski or visit the website at the 
Department of History, Uni versity of Hull.

There is also a Diploma in Maritime History provided on a part-time 
basis over four years, with learning and teaching taking place entirely 
online. For further information email Michaela Barnard.

Swansea University
Swansea University Arts and Human ities department is offers an MA 
course in Maritime and Imperial History. For further details please visit 
the Swansea University website or contact Dr Adam Mosley.

Vacancy for a Newsletter Editor!

I thoroughly enjoy working on Topmasts and producing the quarterly 
newsletter but just lately, advancing arthritis in my typing fingers 
and insufficient knowledge of modern digital publishing has led me to 
seriously consider retirement. If you enjoy the work of the Society and 
have computing skills, you may be interested in becoming my successor. 
You will certainly enjoy the experience and you will receive tremendous 
support from everyone involved in the production process. If you feel that 
you have the enthusiasm and the IT skills, please email me on topmasts@
snr.org.uk with your telephone number and I will be happy to discuss 
what is involved with you.
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New Members and Reported Deaths
1 April – 3o June 2014

New Members
Full 
Dr H. Fuller, Wolverhampton 
Dr A. Brown, Sydney, Australia
Mr A. J. Colvill, Beith, North Ayrshire
Mr T. Nissen, Nevada, USA
Mr M. R. Chapman, Thailand
Ms J. Downing, Sandys, Bermuda
Mr M. R. C. Parr, Padstow, Cornwall
Dr Ian Synge, Beckenham, Kent
Mr Simon Williams, Southsea, Hampshire

Students 
Mr C. Wood, Wigan, Greater Manchester
Mr A. Donovan, New Brunswick, Canada
Mr Evan Wilson, Oxford
Mr P. Low, South Turramurra, New South Wales, Australia
Mr D. Sheppard, Coventry

Reported Deaths 
Professor J. R. Jones, York
Captain Newbury, Cardiff, Wales
Cdr G. Conceicao Silva, Lisbon, Portugal
Mr F. Murphy, Blandford St Mary, Dorset

Topmasts is published on the web in February, May, August and November. 
The deadline for copy or announcements is during the first week of the 
preceding month. Please send announcements as early as possible to ensure 
that they are published. All copy should be sent to:

topmasts@snr.org.uk


