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Chairman’s Column
This year’s Anderson Medal is being awarded to Dr Innes McCartney for
his book Jutland 1916: The archaeology of a naval battlefield. McCartney
is a nautical archaeologist who works on the discovery and investigation
of twentieth-century shipwrecks, including the wrecks of the battle of
Jutland and the U-boat wars. In his doctoral thesis he demonstrated the
value of archaeology in putting the record straight as to U-boat losses
during both wars in the English and Bristol channels. He is the leading
British archaeologist of modern naval warfare, contributing over the years
to many excellent, ground breaking television documentary programmes
such as Time Team Special, and he is a regular speaker at conferences. He
specializes in examining how understandings of the past are revised by the
interaction of shipwreck archaeology with the historical record.
The battle of Jutland was fought by the Royal Navy’s Grand Fleet under
Admiral Sir John Jellicoe, including Admiral Sir David Beatty’s battle
cruiser force. Facing the Royal Navy was the German High Seas Fleet
under Vice-Admiral Reinhard Scheer, including Vice-Admiral Hipper’s
battle cruiser force. The battle unfolded some 50 miles off the North Sea
coast of Jutland with extensive manoeuvring and three main engagements
(the battle cruiser action, the fleet action and the night action), from 31May
to 1 June 1916. It was the largest naval battle and the only full-scale clash
of battleships in the First World War. Indeed, Jutland was the last major
battle in world history fought primarily by battleships.
Fourteen British and 11 German ships were sunk with great loss of
life. After sunset, and throughout the night, Jellicoe manoeuvred to cut
the Germans off from their base, hoping to continue the battle the next
morning, but under the cover of darkness Scheer broke through the
British light forces forming the rearguard of the Grand Fleet and returned
to port. Both sides claimed victory. The British lost more ships and twice
as many sailors but succeeded in containing the German fleet. By early
morning on 1 June, Jellicoe stood off Wilhelmshaven with 24 untouched
Dreadnoughts and battle cruisers, while Scheer kept his ten battle-ready
heavy units in port. Although it failed to achieve the decisive victory each
side hoped for, the battle of Jutland confirmed British naval dominance
and secured its control of shipping lanes, allowing Britain to implement
the blockade that would contribute to Germany’s eventual defeat in 1918.
However, the British press criticized the Grand Fleet’s failure to force a
decisive outcome, while Scheer’s plan of destroying a substantial portion
of the British fleet also failed. Subsequent reviews commissioned by the
Royal Navy generated strong disagreement between the rival supporters
of Jellicoe and Beatty concerning the performance of the two admirals in
the battle. Debate over their performance and the significance of the battle
continues to this day.
McCartney’s book is unique and records a major feat of nautical
archaeology that adds enormously to our understanding of the battle.
The book explains the methodology of how the wrecks were identified by
using records of the layout of the ships to overlay the actual images found
by modern multibeam sonar. The enormous intellectual achievement
of the book is that so much has been found and been thoroughly and
forensically analysed. All the ship losses are meticulously described and
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McCartney has been able to ‘correct’ the known position of ships sunk
during the battle, which adds enormously to our understanding of how
events unfolded. For years the myriad factors contributing to the loss of
many of the ships remained a mystery, subject only to speculation and
theory. In this book McCartney reveals for the first time what became
of the warships that vanished on the night of 31 May 1916, examining
the circumstances behind the loss of each ship and reconciling what was
known in 1916 to what the archaeology is revealing today.
In the book’s conclusion McCartney discusses the basic accuracy
of the original records, and raises interesting and valid questions about
the future of these historic artefacts, highlighting the illegal plundering
of ships for salvage despite their status as war grave. The citation for the
Anderson Medal award concluded that Jutland 1916: The archaeology of a
naval battlefield is a truly unique contribution to the literature of the still
controversial battle, and further confirms McCartney as pre-eminent in
his field of nautical research.
The Anderson Medal will be presented to McCartney at a ceremony
at the National Maritime Museum at 6.30 p.m. on Thursday, 19 April
2018. The ceremony will be followed by a lecture given by the author
relating to some aspects of his book; the evening will close with a short
reception.
Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton
SNR Chairman

Editor’s Note
Welcome to the February edition of Topmasts. Following Maritime
History North’s conference in Newcastle at the beginning of November,
this edition carries a number of articles relating to the north of England
– the building of submarines on the Tyne in both World Wars, the story
of Turbinia and a brief description of the archives held at Newcastle
University. There is also an account of the work of Blyth Tall Ship, a
charity providing training in traditional boat building skills and much
more in Blyth, a port and community that has seen hard times but is now
rapidly moving forward.
Following the SNR Conference special edition I would again encourage
members to use Topmasts as a place to share ideas and open debate about
what the Society should be doing about some of the issues raised in the
conference, or indeed about issues that were not raised in the conference.
The process has been started in this issue with a letter raising a number of
issues, for example, the lack of funding for the many small but wonderful
maritime museums around our coasts and asking whether SNR has a role
in advocating on their behalf.
There is also news of the progress of work on the wreck of HMS
Invincible in the Solent, and of the proposals for two new memorials: the
merchant navy memorial on Plymouth Hoe, and the battle of the Atlantic
memorial at Pier Head, Liverpool. It is good to see that the merchant
navy’s role sustaining the country in times of crisis is being more widely
acknowledged in these memorials.
I welcome the diversity of contributions and contributors, without
3
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which Topmasts would simply be a list of conferences and lectures. Thank
you to all who have contributed to this edition, and if you have not yet
contributed to Topmasts, please start writing. It is your newsletter.
Nigel Blanchford
topmasts@snr.org.uk

Submarine Construction on the Tyne
Attempts to develop a functioning submarine, most notably those in the
late nineteenth century, tell a fascinating story. In the case of the UK it
includes inter alia the efforts of George W. Garrett, Manchester curate
turned would-be submariner, with his steam-driven Resurgam of 1879 and
his later work carried out in conjunction with Nordenfelt of Sweden. The
first viable military submarine, or more strictly submersible, was however
developed in the USA by Irish-American John P. Holland (1841–1914).
Holland’s success arose from his drawing together the internal combustion
engine, lead-acid storage batteries and the electric motor, the torpedo as an
effective ‘stand-off’ weapon system, and an understanding of parameters
crucial to submerged control.
The Admiralty kept a watchful on late nineteenth-/early twentiethcentury submarine experimentation, most especially work in France and
the USA. In 1900 the US Navy ordered its first submarines, designed by
Holland and built by the Electric Boat Company, which had absorbed
the original Holland Torpedo Boat Company. The Admiralty responded
shortly afterwards, ordering five Holland boats almost identical to those for
the US Navy from the Barrow shipyard of Vickers Sons and Maxim. Built
in some secrecy and with a significant input from Electric Boat Company
the Royal Navy’s first submarine, Holland No. 1, was launched in October
1901. She had a 63-foot futuristic spindle-shaped hull with internal main
ballast tanks and a surface displacement of 102 tons. Surface propulsion
was by petrol engine with a battery-powered electric motor for submerged
travel, giving maximum speeds of some 8 knots and 6 knots respectively.
Endurance was modest, but overall performance including submerged
control was sufficiently promising to make the potential of this novel type
of warship apparent to all but the most reactionary of senior officers. The
five Holland boats created the initial nucleus of submarine expertise within
the Royal Navy and, of equal importance, within the Barrow shipyard.
Construction of subsequent early Royal Navy submarines was con
centrated at the Barrow shipyard. The role of the submarine was initially
thought to lie in local defence of harbours, but the considerable potential
for offensive operations against surface warships was soon appreciated. A
rapid sequence of progressively more capable vessels of indigenous design
followed the Holland boats, commencing in 1903 with 13 A class and from
1905 11 B class submarines. With the accelerating run-up to the First World
War, the Admiralty became concerned to widen the submarine industrial
base and break the Barrow monopoly. Commencing in 1908, six out of 38
C class and two of 8 D class submarines, the latter the first to have external
‘saddle’ main ballast tanks, were therefore constructed in the Royal Naval
Dockyard at Chatham. The D class, the first UK submarines built to an ‘in
house’ Admiralty design, also introduced the diesel engine. The pre-war
4
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HMS ‘K12’ (1917)

policy of steady but rapid development culminated in the very successful
series of 56 E class submarines, the first to have major internal bulkheads.
Introduced in 1913, the E class remained in production until 1917.
The outbreak of war in 1914 saw many shipyards brought into the
demanding and highly specialist field of submarine construction. In the
course of the First World War submarine contracts were awarded to 13
private shipyards and four Royal Dockyards. The impetus of war also saw
considerable innovation, including experimentation with steam turbine
drive for high surface speed in the case of submarines of the ill-fated K class
of 1916. Intended to operate in close co-operation with the surface battle
fleet – a singularly dangerous concept – the K class were designed for a
surface speed of 24 knots. The First World War also saw construction of a
number of so-called ‘overseas’ classes and a number of smaller submarines.
Some of the latter, based on French or Italian design concepts, proved
unsuited to North Sea operations and were rapidly discarded.
Table 1 UK Shipyards Awarded Contracts for Submarines in the First
World War
Region:
River Clyde

River Tyne
North-west
South coast
RN Dockyards

Company:
Location:
Beardmore
Dalmuir (Clydebank)
Brown
Clydebank
Denny
Dumbarton
Fairfield
Govan (Glasgow)
Scotts
Greenock
Yarrow
Scotstoun (Glasgow)
Armstrong-Whitworth Elswick & Walker (Newcastle)
Swan Hunter
Wallsend
Palmers
Jarrow
Vickers
Barrow
Cammel-Laird
Birkenhead
Thornycroft
Woolston (Southampton)
White
E. Cowes (Isle of Wight)
Chatham, Devonport, Pembroke, Portsmouth

On the Tyne the inadequacies of the old and cramped Elswick
shipyard had been appreciated as early as 1908, and with the formation
of Armstrong-Whitworth the company committed to opening a new and
much larger shipyard downriver at Walker. The Walker Naval Yard as it
became known was brought into operation from 1913
Submarine construction on the Tyne also commenced in 1913, when
5
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HMS ‘R10’ (1918)

Armstrong-Whitworth received a contract to build four small W class
submarines of so-called ‘Armstrong-Laubeuf’ type, i.e. of partly ‘doublehull’ construction, at the Elswick yard. Further contracts for E and G
class submarines from Elswick followed the outbreak of war, while Swan
Hunter and Palmers each received contracts for two E class vessels.
Armstrong-Whitworth’s Elswick yard also received orders for two of the
large K class submarines, while the same company’s new naval yard built
smaller but very capable H and L class vessels, one large M class ‘monitor’
submarine, and two of the R class. The latter were a remarkably prescient
design with high submerged speed and optimized for anti-U-boat warfare.
With peace in 1918 many outstanding contracts were terminated and UK
submarine construction virtually ceased. On the Tyne, the inter-war period
saw only a handful of submarines carried over from the war programmes
completed. The Armstrong-Whitworth yard at Elswick finally closed in
1919, all further activity being concentrated at their Walker Naval Yard,
while Swan Hunter withdrew from submarine work following completion
of L33 in 1919. First World War submarine production from Tyne yards,
including the post-war completions, is shown in table 2:
Table 2 Tyne Submarine Completions
	    Armstrong-Whitworth
Elswick Yard
Walker Yard

Swan Hunter
Wallsend Yard

First World War
1915
W1 W2 / E29 E30			
1916
W3 W4 / G6 G7
E39*
E43 E49
1917
K11 K12
E40*
E44
1918		
H41 / R9
L5
After the First World War
1919		
H42 H43 / R10
L33
1920		
H44 / M3		
1921		
L52		
1925		
L53		
1928		
Hrabra† Nebojša†		

Total 18

Total 8

* Built and launched by Palmers, completed at Walker.
† Launched 1918 as L67 and L68, laid up until 1926 and completed for the
Royal Yugoslav Navy
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The post-war depression, with its dearth of naval or indeed merchant
ship orders, saw the Naval Yard closed from 1928–34, while Palmer’s large
and capable yard at Jarrow was among the many bought out by National
Shipbuilders Security Ltd and was demolished in 1933.
Naval rearmament commenced in the mid-thirties with the rise of Hitler,
and with the onset of the Second World War the Admiralty was once again
compelled to expand submarine building capacity. Rather than developing
a range of classes as in the First World War, however, only established 1930s
designs, i.e. small U class, medium-sized S class and ocean-going T class
submarines were to be built, with significant improvements introduced
into successive groups within each class. In the case of the simple, easy
to build and versatile U class the lead yard was Barrow, now owned by
Vickers-Armstrong, and supplemented from 1942 by the same company’s
Walker Naval Yard, the only Tyne shipyard to build submarines in the
Second World War.
Walker Naval Yard com
pletions in the Second World
War totalled eight U class (group
2) boats followed by eight V
class, the latter a modestly
uprated U class. Orders for a
further eight V class and six of
the new A class of 1943 were
cancelled before being laid
down. The planned A class
boats were much larger and
more capable vessels, designed
from the outset for the great
distances of the Pacific War.
HMS ‘Voracious ‘(1943)
They had good surface speed
(18.5 knots), greater range and significantly improved habitability. The A
class hull also incorporated features based on detailed study of U-570, a
German type VIIC U-boat captured at sea in 1941.
Both Barrow and the Naval Yard adapted to part-welded rather than
riveted pressure hull construction from about 1942. In lieu of the internal
Z-section hull frames of riveted U class boats, the part-welded V class
boats adopted internal T-section frames and thicker (25 lb) shell plating of
a new S-quality steel, employing welded butt joints with riveted external
seam straps. This allowed a degree of prefabrication and increased the
poor operational diving depth of the U class from 200 feet to 300 feet. The
large A class boats were the first Royal Navy submarines designed from
the outset with all-welded pressure hulls of S-quality steel and extensive
prefabrication of major hull units under cover. Design operational depth
for the A class boats was 500 feet, a long overdue improvement on the 300
feet (350 feet for later examples with part-welded hulls) of contemporary
S and T class submarines. At Barrow, which finally completed ten 1943 A
class, mainly post-war, fully welded cylindrical pressure hull sections up
to 40 feet in length were prefabricated in the shops before transfer to the
slip for the several sections to be butt-welded together.

7

Topmasts no. 25
Table 3 Submarine output from the Tyne, Vickers-Armstrong (Walker
Naval Yard)
U class (Group 2)
1942 Unsparing (Launched as P52)
1943 Usurper, Universal, Untamed*, Untiring, Varangian, Uther, Unswerving
* Lost on exercise May 1943, refitted and re-commissioned 1944 as Vitality
V class
1944 Vivid, Voracious, Vulpine, Varne, Virulent, Volatile, Votary
1945 Vagabond

Total 16

Cancelled
1944 4 V class (not laid down – unsuited to Pacific war)
1945 6 A class (not laid down)

Submarine build times at the Naval Yard were generally longer than
those for the sister yard at Barrow, averaging around 18 months. This was
probably attributable to the need to recruit, train and qualify sufficient
welders for submarine work alongside the demands made on the yard for
production of surface warships. Up to eight submarines were on Naval
Yard slipways or fitting out at any time.
There is a suggestion of some lapse in standards at the Naval Yard in
early 1943. In April Unswerving and Untiring suffered serious incidents
on the slip, delaying completion, while in May Untamed and her ship’s
company were lost on exercise in the Clyde shortly after commissioning.
The incidents may have been due in part to slackness and lack of supervision
in the yard, but some thought was given to the possibility of sabotage.
No submarines have been built on the Tyne after the Second World War.
Royal Naval submarine construction is once again confined to Barrow
yard, now in the hands of BAe Submarine Solutions. Prefabrication
and initial outfitting of major hull sections is carried out in the shops,
with assembly and final outfitting undertaken in the vast purpose-built
Devonshire Dock Hall.
In summary, Tyne shipyards made a significant but relatively little
known contribution to UK submarine construction between 1914 and
1945, perhaps most notably during the First World War. Table 4 is a brief
note on submarine classes of which examples were built on the Tyne:
Table 4 Submarine Characteristics
Class Displacement Note
surf/sub (tons)
First World War
E
660/810
First really capable class; versatile and successful
G
700/975
Overseas patrol type; first with 21" vice 18" torpedo tubes
H
440/500
Capable, handy craft; some lasted into Second World War
in training role
K
1883/2600
Steam turbine; fast; slow diving and clumsy; vulnerable
L
890/1070
Capable, moderate-sized and successful ‘overseas’
submarine
M
1600/1950
12" gun; ill-conceived; M3 converted to trial minelayer
post-war
8
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Table 4 Submarine characteristics continued
R
410/500
Futuristic in concept; fast (15 knot sub) and optimized for
ASW
W
331/499
Armstrong-Laubeuf type; unsuitable, to R Italian Navy
1916
Second World War
U
540/730
Slow, limited range and diving depth, but handy and
successful
V
545/740
Modestly uprated derivative of U class; unsuitable for
Pacific War
For comparison : ordered but none completed on the Tyne
A
1385/1620		 Faster, long range, deep diving vessels for the Pacific War

Professor Iain Moffat RD* DL
Captain (retd) Royal Naval Reserve

Turbinia: A centenary perspective, 1897–1997
This address was originally given by Adrian G. Osler at Newcastle
Discovery Museum to delegates attending the ‘Turbinia’ and Beyond
conference, Institute of Marine Engineers and Newcastle University, 1997,
and at the recent Maritime History North Conference in November 2017.
This short address is dedicated to the memory of the late Captain Geoff
Grieve, for without his enthusiasm and original research ‘Turbinia’ could
not appear as she does today.
*
Since today [26 June, 1997] marks the exact centenary of Turbinia’s now
famous appearance at the great naval review, which was itself just one of a
panoply of events that marked Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, it seems
appropriate first of all to cast our minds back to that date: 26 June 1897.
The weather had been unpredictable, a June rather like the current
one [1997] and, at about the same time of day as our recently concluded
conference session, the heavy storm clouds which had been threatening for
much of the afternoon
finally
broke,
but
not before the Prince
of Wales, later King
Edward VII – who was
representing the Queen,
indisposed and absent –
together with assembled
politicians, peers and
admirals, had completed
the business of the day:
reviewing the mighty
Home Waters’ fleet.
This drastic change
in the weather meant
‘Turbinia’ at speed, about 1897–8, probably off the Tyne
that few spectators
9
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stayed afloat to observe the small flotilla of steam launches which trailed
respectfully away across the Solent in the wake of the royal party’s retreat
from the rain. But those few remaining spectators did include a diligent
reporter from the Newcastle Chronicle and, for ‘our man from the Chron’,
that little flotilla made a newsworthy item in itself. For after recording
Parsons’ earlier more spectacular appearances, he now told his readers
that ‘the Turbinia scudded away after the prince, and the smaller boats
followed suit’; a simple little statement that clearly implied the vessel’s
acceptance and attainments.
But why, in all the ordered happenings of such a great event, should
Turbinia’s high-speed runs, let alone her sedate retirement from the
Review, have merited even parochial comment? Not many beyond a
small number of readers of that northern newspaper, together with a few
members of the London-based Institution of Naval Architects and some
technocrats at the Admiralty could probably have answered that question
on that particular Saturday in June.
Within 24 hours, however, this eponymous little steam launch, Turbinia,
had aroused controversy on the letters page of the then mighty Times.
Within months she had kick-started a momentous change in the British
navy’s technical policy. Furthermore, within a decade she had made it
possible for that navy to possess the world’s fastest and most powerful
battleship. And, within just two generations, her marine steam turbine
successors had fought for, and won, Allied mastery of the seas in two
World Wars, before moving on to the undersea peace-keeping that is the
turbine’s world today.
Little wonder then, that Turbinia’s legend later threatened to outshine
the plain historical facts. Now, a hundred years on, it is possible both to
review the legend and view once more the physical reality: for Turbinia
survives. Indeed, it might be argued that her survival is the most remarkable
of all her achievements for, unlike most of her contemporaries at the 1897
review – from the private steam yachts to the navy’s workaday picquet
boats – she was built neither of the finest materials nor with a view to
durability. Instead she was built of pure integrity of purpose. A purpose
that was strikingly encapsulated in Charles Parsons’s remark in a letter to
his elder brother and confidant, Laurence, in 1893, that ‘speed is now all
the rage’. Parsons rightly judged it the moment to capitalize on the navy’s
need to appease public and parliamentary opinion with ships of sheer
speed. The resulting Experimental Launch No. 1 (or Turbinia as she was
later known) then brilliantly, if belatedly, justified his uncompromising
approach.
With respect to the vessel itself the rest as they say ‘is history’ and that,
of course, is where the trouble really starts. For, if the historical facts of
her 1897 appearances are still open to interpretation a hundred years later,
then (you may be even more surprised to know) the difficulties have been
just as great in providing an understanding of the vessel’s technology and
of her role as a ship – the latter by definition being a singular floating entity
and social community. The Turbinia you admiringly see before you is no
longer, even in fabric and appearance, the Turbinia actually described by
‘our man from the Chron’, no more than HMS Victory at Portsmouth is
the vessel known in calm and storm by Nelson and Collingwood. In fact,
unless one enters a minefield of historical deconstruction and museology,
10
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‘Turbinia’ at her current location, The Discovery Museum, Newcastle (image courtesy Tyne and
Wear Archives and Museum)

it has to be said that most, if not all, historic ships are what can only be
described as our ‘maintained image’ of a vessel with a recognized past.
Fortunately for us, it appears that Charles Parsons had a lingering if
unexpressed regard for the boat. It had after all been a magnificent ‘boys
toy’, achieved at a time in his life when present day men of means might
look to acquire a Porsche rather than another family estate car (even into
adulthood the Parsons brothers were known familiarly as, ‘the boys’). So,
when its decade of experimental work finally ended, the Turbinia was laid
up as prominent riverside advertisement for his now prosperous marine
turbine factory, the Turbinia Works. Elevation to technological statehood
followed in the 1920s, when everything aft of the engine room bulkhead
was, quite literally, cut off and shipped (quite literally again) to the Science
Museum in London. There, a huge window was cut into the engine room
side for the presumed edification of the public, though quite what nonmarine engineers might make of this assemblage of cylinders and pipes
is not altogether clear. Perhaps, in the modern era, Parsons would have
indulged his love of the electrical and optical sciences in a less visually
disruptive and more informative solution.
Meanwhile, the rest of the vessel remained at the works, the saloon acting
as a lunchtime venue – so I am reliably told – for skulking apprentices.
The truncated mid-section understandably began to decay away but,
amazingly, despite the stresses and demands of early wartime the hull
parts of significance which remained (including the razor-sharp bow and
all important boiler) were transferred to Newcastle’s Museum of Science
Industry, an institution part-founded by Parsons himself. Subsequently,
and greatly to the credit of the North-east Coast Institution of Engineers
and Shipbuilders, the vessel’s stern section was brought back north and
reunited (1961) with the locally held parts for display in a new exhibition
11
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hall provided by Newcastle City Council. Unfortunately, by the mid1980s this parkland venue had become untenable, but through financial
provisions made by the former Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County
Council, together with generous sponsorship and technical advice from
Rolls Royce, the conservation, transfer and reinstatement of the vessel was
accomplished at the rapidly developing ‘Newcastle Discovery Museum’
during 1995 and 1996.
The full story of the vessel, its progenitors, influence and museum
history are of course much more amply and entertainingly told in the
displays around you. Though since I have the firm belief that the prime
purpose of a museum is to provide a point of contact between the human
observer (of whatever age and condition) and artefacts, I myself would be
happy if on this occasion you find time to do little more than simply enjoy
looking at our ‘maintained image’, Turbinia. It would be disappointing if
you were not tempted into a discrete touch or two too!
In conclusion, there is little need for me to elaborate on the subject of
Sir Charles Parsons himself, but might I forestall a question which will
surely be asked of me during the evening: ‘What do you think of Charles
Parsons?’ Well, I am tempted to reply with a comment famously made
about the eighteenth-century circumnavigator Admiral Anson, ‘He had
been round the world but was never in it.’ On reflection, for Parsons this
could well be re-phrased, ‘He had helped revolutionize the world, but was
no revolutionary in it.’
Adrian G. Osler
Curator of Maritime History for Tyne and Wear Museums (retd)

The British Shipbuilding Database and the
Marine Technology Special Collection
Key Features of the British Shipbuilding Database
The British Shipbuilding Database covers all ships built or engined in
the British Isles, including all vessels over 80/100 tons post-1850, as well
as earlier steam and iron vessels. The database holds 142,000 records
representing 80,000 ships, and each renaming or conversion has a separate
record. Both merchant and naval vessels are listed, together with major
non-propelled craft such as floating docks. The database can record up to
130 pieces of information (fields) on each ship, and it allows searches for a
single ship, groups of ships, and production of statistics.
The database draws on 30 years of John Raper’s work producing a
200,000 ship card index, and currently includes 99 per cent of vessels over
100 tons, but work is still in progress.
The database draws information from hitherto under-used sources,
including
• Shipyard databooks
• Engine builders’ records
• Lloyds Register survey reports
• Liverpool Underwriters Registers
• National Archives ship registration records
12
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• Port authority records, e.g. launches
• Nineteenth-century technical press.
• Nineteenth-century parliamentary papers
• World Ship Society Yard List Team (two-way)
• The Ballast Trust, http://www.ballasttrust.org.uk
• Sharing of information with overseas researchers
• Recently acquired maritime archives, e.g. in Tyne & Wear
• And, of course, Lloyds Registers, Mercantile Navy Lists and local
newspapers
Well structured for analysis
The database is well structured for analysis, associated as it is with a
database of the 5,500 British shipbuilding firms, and a database of the
1300 British engine-building firms. It defines 42 main ship types, with 400
defined subsidiary descriptions, and includes data rarely publicized, e.g.
contract price and cost, trial data, order date and light displacement.
The database defines and includes multiple tonnages (gross, net, builders
measure
ment, dead
weight, displacement), and multiple horsepowers
(nominal, indicated, brake etc). It includes disposal as well as construction
information, hence type of loss and age.
It also defines dimensions and distinguishes different lengths, breadths,
depths etc. and includes
• service speed and trial speed (where available)
• detail of machinery to allow analysis of the British marine
engineering industry, e.g. early engine builders, indicated hp and
nominal hp
• every change of name and major conversion (but not every change
of ownership)
The database is associated with a database/codes of 100 main areas of
British Isles, each with some 10 local areas, allowing searches by region,
and the fields and coding systems allow detailed analysis not possible
using running text or fewer fields.

Graph showing price increase of the SD14 standard cargo
vessel

Shipping losses in the World Wars
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The Marine Technology Special Collection (MTSC)
This is a unique historical archive of marine technical documents from
the British shipbuilding industry, housed in the Armstrong Building,
Newcastle University. It includes the less well documented marine engine
building, ship repairing, and shipbreaking industries, covering the midnineteenth century to 2000.
The collection is normally open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays, 11.00–15.00, and provides free access to shelves.
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/engineering/about/facilities/
marineoffshoresubseatechnology/specialcollection/#about
The Shipbuilding Collection
Britain was the world’s pre-eminent shipbuilding nation for over a century,
and the collection provides an excellent record of a major industry,
including

Typical ship plan held in the archive, SS ‘Palestrina’

• Good runs of Lloyds Registers in the twentieth century
• Technical journals, including The Shipbuilder, Shipbuilding &
Shipping Record, Motor Ship and the Marine Engineer
• Transactions of technical learned societies like the North East Coast
Institution of Engineers & Shipbuilders
• Company records and histories
• Plans and photographs of ships
• Works plans and typical plant
• A wide range of marine books, textbooks, catalogues, etc.
• Regulations on ship design and construction (e.g. Lloyds Register
rules).
• Statistical reports
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The Marine Engineering Collection
Britain was the pioneering nation in using
steam power to propel ships from the early
nineteenth century, and it dominated the
worldwide marine engineering industry,
exporting many sets of machinery for a
century. The collection includes records of
notable companies like Wallsend Slipway
& Engineering, North Eastern Marine
Engineering (Sunderland & Wallsend), and
William Allan of Sunderland. It includes a
large collection of diesel engine and marine
Turbines for HMS ‘Nelson’ under construction
equipment catalogues and specifications,
engine works plans and photographs of machinery being built, e.g.
battleship Nelson from 1927, and technical records of trials.
The Ship Repairing Collection
The British ship repairing industry is not well documented so we have
built up a major collection.
Companies might be divisions of shipbuilders, e.g. Swan Hunter, or
might be independent companies such as Mercantile Drydock of Jarrow.
Smiths Docks was once the largest ship repair company in the world, with
yards on both the Tyne and the Tees. It published an eclectic house journal
Smith’s Docks Journal and we have a complete run of bound volumes from
1919–32.
Ship repairers kept docking books which recorded all the ships they
drydocked, with names and dates, and we have some, e.g. from Brigham
& Cowan, South Shields. British Shipbuilders also produced publicity
booklets for their customers, summarizing their facilities.
The Shipbreaking Collection
The shipbreaking archive is the most substantial in the UK, much used by
researchers. It holds records of many of the major British shipbreakers who
operated between the 1920s and the 1980s, including a major collection of
records of T. W. Ward Ltd, who had shipbreaking yards at Inverkeithing,
Briton Ferry, Milford Haven, Preston, Barrow and Grays (Essex).
Most breakers kept substantial out-turn ledgers, showing quantities
of materials recovered from the 1890s to the 1970s – including Olympic,
Titanic’s sister. Such records include
• Hughes Bolckow at Blyth
• Shipbreaking Industries at Faslane
• John Cashmore at Newport
• Arnott Young at Dalmuir
• Shipbreaking Queenborough Ltd.
The collection includes published booklets on shipbreaking yards including
Metal Industries at Rosyth and Charlestown, and Ward at Morecambe,
and a large number of unique photographs.
Ian Buxton
Visiting Fellow, Newcastle University
15
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Blyth Tall Ship
In 1819 a carpenter’s son from Blyth
(Northumberland) discovered the first land in
Antarctica!
In 2010 Blyth Tall Ship (BTC) was set up in Blyth (10
miles north of Newcastle Upon Tyne) in response to
the social and economic problems of fourth generation
unemployment and economic decline created when the coal pits and
shipyards, around which the houses and community had been built for
hundreds of years, shut down in a very short space of time back in the 1970s.
BTC is a transformation organization working with local volunteers, upskilling the unemployed and encouraging inward investment. They take
as inspiration the lost history of Captain William Smith, a local carpenter’s
son who built the Brig Williams in Blyth, and while on a trading voyage to
the west coast of South America discovered the first land in Antarctica in
1819. He later went back to claim it for Great Britain with a Naval party
but subsequently died a pauper and unrecognized for his achievement.
BTC recognized that there was the opportunity for regeneration in the
fledgling but expanding offshore and renewables industry, and matching
that to the pool of inactive labour in the area through retraining. This
is not a new idea but four generations on, they recognized that a dose
of inspiration and a different approach from traditional education routes
was required. They work from the centre of a community whose recent
memory was one of decline and of many dropping out of school from age
14, by working with local volunteers and developing heritage shipbuilding
skills, together with industry and the public and charitable sectors to bring
in external resource and finance.
BTC’s aim is to thus inspire hope, change lives and support regeneration
by running three programmes:
1 NVQ engineering qualifications in Marine Engineering to Level
1, 2 and 3 for the unemployed and young people of the area and
supporting them to gain skills and move into work.
2 Running a Museum, Archiving and Events programme to engage
the community in the positive sides of their heritage and build selfesteem.
3 Repeating the original voyage of Antarctic discovery in 2019 with
a similar ship that the community has refurbished and with crews
selected from the north-east and even further
afield, building skills, robustness and self
reliance.

Blyth Tall Ship trainees

BTC are a company Limited by Guarantee
in England and Wales (Company Number:
07267448) and a registered charity (Charity
Number: 1138239), have grown quickly
from an idea on paper in 2010 with an option
on a derelict piece of quayside land, to an
inspiring skills organization with workshops,
a quayside berth, a tall ship and a museum
16

Topmasts no. 25
and visitor centre that hosts an annual maritime festival.
They work with up to 40 unemployed people a year,
seeing 30 per cent move into work and 40 per cent taking
up further training. They were the host for the Tall Ship
Regatta in Blyth in 2016, (the biggest-ever public event
in Northumberland) and run a community Regatta in
the first week in June each year that brought in 28,000
visitors in 2017.
With the help of the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF)
Blyth Tall Ship were able to buy a similar vessel to the
original Williams (a 24-metre on deck Baltic trader) from
Svenbourg in Denmark. Her Danish name was Haabet
Williams II
(pronounced Ho-bit), which means ‘Hope’. A good
word for the project, but part of the sale agreement was to rename her and
in 2016 BTC were fortunate to host her Grace the Countess of Wessex for
a renaming ceremony to ‘Williams II’ and have her blessed by the Bishop
of Newcastle. Her basic statistics are:
• Length on deck: 79' 4"
• Beam (width): 21' 1"
• Draft (depth below the water): 7' 4"
• Builder: Lars Christiansen, 1914
• Construction: oak planking (inside and out for strength and weight)
on oak frames, with Douglas fir decks and masts (for flexibility and
lightness)
• Engine: Gardner 8-cylinder diesel, 170 bhp driving a single propeller
• Rig: gaff rigged ketch
In 2015 she was sailed back across the North Sea with a volunteer crew
of engineers who kept her going for the 2015 Blyth regatta. Her refit
should be complete by Easter 2018. Working with BTC’s trainees and
skilled volunteers, 30 per cent of the 4-inch oak planking in the hull has
been replaced, the bow reinforced, two main deck beams and 150 metres
of deck planking replaced, a new generator fitted, and the rigging, steering
gear, engine and wiring refurbished. From January 2018 they will complete
the fit out below decks including bunks, heads and a new oil-fired stove.
BTC have also worked closely on an innovative solution to the oceangoing regulations (The MCA’s Zero Rating standards) that ensures
survivability. They were unhappy that most engineers were suggesting steel
watertight bulkheads in an essentially flexible wooden historic structure
that would leak along the length of a plank not in just one spot. It would
ruin the strength of the hull, break up her heritage layout and be ineffective
with plank damage, not to mention massively expensive, which is probably
why there are few wooden tall ships registered in the UK. Their solution
involves leaving the hull as one watertight compartment and effectively
building a catamaran under the bunk spaces on which she would float
if holed. The whole project has been computer modelled and designed,
recognizing the natural buoyancy of a wooden hull. BTC hope the research
and its outcomes will encourage more ownership of wooden tall ships in the
UK in the future. Overall the whole refit has revived and re-taught heritage
ship building skills to a new generation in the north of England. With this
17
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knowledge and experience and further help from the HLF, they will be
delivering 36 NVQ level 2 paid traineeships in wooden ship building over
three years from 2018, and building a 45-foot Zulu north-east coast fishing
vessel to sell and kick start a commercial heritage shipyard.
Blyth Tall Ship is now working with a film company to gain funding for a
two-part mini series on our project and the Williams Expedition voyage to
Antarctica. They have started to recruit senior crew members (navigators,
watch keepers, engineers, doctors, cooks/morale officers) for a section
voyage with inexperienced crew in 10 legs around Britain in early 2019.
Out of the 200 who sail with BTC 68 will get on an 8- to 10-week leg on
the final Williams Expedition. It will cost £1,500 to enter the race for a final
expedition place with a guaranteed 2 weeks sailing for experienced crew
and 1 week selection voyage for inexperienced crew on the round Britain.
Visit www.blythtallship.co.uk to find out more about the Williams
Expedition and Blyth Tall Ship in general and archive.blythtallship.
co.uk to learn more from their archives or to contact them.
Clive Gray
Chief Executive, Blyth Tall Ship

Shipwreck Excavation Reveals History of
Maritime Warfare
Marine archaeologists from Bourne
mouth University (BU) have set
about excavating an eighteenth-century shipwreck, thought to have
revolutionized British warship design of the time.
BU is working with lead partner, the Maritime Archaeology Sea Trust
(MAST), the Site Licensee Dan Pascoe and the National Museum of the
Royal Navy (NMRN) on the excavation and conservation of artefacts
from Invincible 1744. The four-year project, which will culminate in an
exhibition of the retrieved items in 2020, is revealing important clues as to
what life and maritime warfare was like in the late 1700s.
Invincible was built at Rochefort for the
French navy in 1744 and originally called
L’Invincible. Designed by Pierre Morineau
in 1741, she was one of the first three 74gun warships conceived by the French and
had a brief career in the French Navy with
a deployment to the West Indies. With 74
guns arrayed over two and a half decks, and
a weight of shot that could outmatch all but
the largest three-deckers, her potential was
not lost on the British, who first encountered
her between the Caribbean Islands of St
HMS ‘Invincible’, which revolutionized
Dominique and Cuba in 1745. During this British ship design
encounter, L’Invincible was much more
heavily armed and beat off three British attackers; the Plymouth, Strafford
and Lyme (B. Lavery Royal Navy’s First ‘Invincible’: The ship, the wreck
and the recovery (1988), 14).
L’Invincible was supporting an East India convoy in 1747 when she was
captured by the British Vice-Admiral, Lord George Anson, at the first
18
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battle of Finisterre, off north-west Spain, and was taken
into the Royal Navy. The Admiralty was impressed by
her qualities and ordered her to be commissioned as a
flagship (J. M. Bingeman The First HMS ‘Invincible’
(1747–58): Her excavations (1980–1991) (2010), 5).
She was taken to Portsmouth Dockyard, refitted from
1752–6 and renamed HMS Invincible. She was difficult
to rate, as there was no similar class of ship to compare
her to, and she became a Third Rate ship of the line
ready for service. Anson’s appreciation of her superior
Admiral Anson
build and sailing qualities were eventually incorporated
into the ship designs of the Royal Navy and she revolutionized British
warship design.
In September 1757 Invincible was part of a fleet, under Vice-Admiral
Edward Boscawen and commanded by Captain John Bentley, to oust the
French from the fortress of Louisbourg, Nova Scotia, Canada. The ships
were caught in a hurricane and Invincible was damaged off Cape Breton.
After a brief time for repair in Portsmouth, she was once again ordered
as part of a fleet departing from St Helen’s Roads, Isle of Wight, on 19
February 1758, to fulfil the Louisbourg mission. The order to raise anchor
was given but her anchor stuck and Invincible ran aground on Horse Tail
Sands (Eastern Solent, off Portsmouth) rolling over onto her port side.
Her hold soon flooded and stores and guns were transferred to sailing
barges to lighten her. On 22 February 1758, in deteriorating weather, she
rolled over onto her port beam ends and was completely wrecked, with no
loss of life. Stores and rigging were removed over the following weeks and
into the summer. Her weakened hull from the hurricane the year before is
deemed to explain why she succumbed so quickly to the grounding on the
sands (Bingeman (2010), 19). A full account of the wrecking is recorded in
the court martial proceedings.
The wreck was rediscovered in 1979 by fisherman, Arthur Mack. After
the discovery a small-scale excavation took place, led by Commander John
Bingeman. This revealed that the portside was intact, from bow to stern,
and from parts of the gundeck down to the floor timbers, with thousands
of artefacts preserved within. Surveys also revealed that the remains of the
starboard side had broken off and lay scattered to the north and east of the
portside. The exposed parts were surveyed, but never excavated.
Dave Parham, associate professor in maritime archaeology at
Bournemouth University, said, ‘What Invincible has is a revolutionary
hull and the significant contents of an eighteenth-century warship, from
armaments to personal possessions. We are excited to
start excavating and studying these rare artefacts, before
putting them on display for the public to engage in a
period of maritime history that we currently don’t know
too much about.’
Since the earlier excavation, the site has become
increasingly exposed due to shifting sands in the Solent.
The site is located on the northern edge of Horse Tail
Sands and the movement of this mobile topographic
feature has had a significant impact on the burial
Dave Parham
environment surrounding the site. Since the wrecking
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of HMS Invincible in 1758, the shape and position of Horse Tail Sands
has changed. It is estimated that irreparable damage will occur if work
does not start within two years. This was recognized by Historic England,
which put the wreck on the Heritage at Risk Register in 2012, and listed it
as one of the ten most at risk heritage sites in the UK. By 2015 it was listed
as one of four shipwreck sites deemed to be at risk. Further erosion of the
ship’s structure is being caused by wood-boring organisms – Teredo and
Limnoria (otherwise known as gribble) – which are attacking the exposed
timbers.
BU, MAST and the NMRN were awarded £2 million from the LIBOR
fund to enable excavation work to begin. Announcing the grant for the
project, which will also engage Services personnel and disadvantaged
young people, former UK Chancellor George Osborne said, ‘The wreck of
HMS Invincible is an invaluable part of the UK’s proud maritime history
and it is important that we work to save as much as possible. This hugely
worthwhile project will support military veterans, serving personnel and
disadvantaged teenagers to learn new skills and put artefacts from the
wreck on display for the first time.’
The site of the wreck consists of a spread of archaeological material
covering around 50 metres by 30 metres. This contains the intact port side
and the remains of the bow and stern. Exposed lines of timbers, associated
with the gun deck and orlop, protrude from the sand from one end of the
site to the other. In the bow, structures representing all three surviving
decks can be seen. Exposure of this area has revealed many fragile artefacts,
including the ship’s cable, gun powder and spirit barrels, leather shoes and
wine bottles.
The ship contains fascinating evidence of shipboard life and naval
combat, not found on other ships of the period. Once conserved, the
artefacts will go on display at the National Museum of the Royal Navy
in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, alongside other important maritime
displays, and the Mary Rose and HMS Victory. This will help to improve
public knowledge of vessels from this time, which are poorly represented
in UK museums. All material recovered will also be digitally recorded
and made compatible with the Invincible digital archive already held by
the Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust, making all information accessible
from a single digital archive.
Jessica Berry, CEO of MAST, said, ‘Currently there is a prominent gap
in our knowledge between the Mary Rose, built in 1511, and HMS Victory,
built in 1765. In between, there is a missing link and Invincible will fill
that. We are looking at raising a set of articulated timbers to look at how
unique she was, along with some significant artefacts that will illuminate
this part of maritime history and preserve it for generations to come.’
A further £1 million is needed to complete the project. More information
about the excavation of the historic wreck can be found on the MAST
website. For more information about getting involved in the project or to
donate, visit www.bournemouth.ac.uk/hms-invincible
Jonathan Goode
Bournemouth University
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The Fenland Lighter Project
The seagoing link in a commercial chain of long ago

The Ouse–Nene Complex about 1800

Maritime history and its ramifications often reflect varied influences –
political, social, and legal, etc. – and the question of basic physics should
not be overlooked. For example, the operations of the old-time Fenland
lighters reflected the fact that at very low speeds substantial weights can
be transported, when afloat, with but little expenditure of energy. And, of
course, the word ‘lighter’ told of close links with seagoing trade. Indeed,
riverine and coasting elements, in combination, provided a very effective
system for heavy transport, within the limits imposed by the available
technology of the eighteenth and earlier parts of the nineteenth centuries.
This present note takes a particular look at the seagoing component.
In past times the North Sea was known as ‘The German Ocean’, a
striking description but rather misleading since the waters involved were
not all that large. But there was a remarkable story behind their existence.
Indeed, the North Sea had been formed not all that long before the start
of what can be fairly termed its historical period. And what a history!
The North Sea could be a fearsome place in the days of sail: hazards were
numerous, havens much less so. Problems of unpredictable visibility added
to the other difficulties faced by mariners. Some problems persisted: back
in the last century the present writer knew a retired and globally voyaged
merchant captain who forcefully insisted that the North Sea was one of
‘the most bloody awful bits of sea in the world’.
In terms of practical commerce, the interface between the lighter gangs
on the Ouse–Nene Complex of waterways and shipping arriving at the
Wash ports of King’s Lynn and Wisbech was of obvious interest. Material
from regional newspapers can often be of value: lively and convincing
‘voices from the past’. A measure of caution is necessary, but in many
cases there is evidence of careful and well-informed writing.
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North Sea news could sometimes be dire in the days of wooden hulls
propelled by sails and dependent on living muscle for auxiliary purposes.
Thus, for instance, the Northampton Mercury of 25 January 1800 reported
recent shipping losses due to storms as ‘dreadful’, with large loss of life.
The consequent distress was said to be ‘great beyond belief’. It was no
accident that news of this sort received attention in a newspaper stemming
from far inland upon the River Nene. Whatever powerfully affected the
seagoing component could, soon enough, have a knock-on effect upon
linked lighter traffic.
And what of the vessels and
personnel that provided the seagoing
component? Handy single-masted
trading sloops played a notable role,
sometimes carrying passengers as well
as general cargo. Among other types,
pride of place should go to the sailing
colliers, so much of whose trade
involved the movement of what was,
in effect, ‘heating energy’ between
north-eastern British coal-ports and
London. That said, however, it should
be remembered that various ‘branch
lines’ existed, notably to such Wash
Variants existed among the trading sloops: a
ports at Wisbech and King’s Lynn. The
generalized impression of the type is shown here
well-established term East Coast Trade
has a wider meaning, but it is generally accepted that the shipment of coal
was its commercial backbone.
Those who plied their trade in the North Sea can fairly be described
as hardy and skillful seafarers. The typical collier captains illustrate this
view with particular pungency. The feats of practical seamanship routinely
achieved by such men were truly noteworthy. It was often at night in
boisterous weather that a collier captain would demonstrate the very
heights of his mariner’s acumen. Perhaps with salt water washing about
his sea-boots, and with only such primitive instrumentation as lead-line,
log-line, and sand-glass at his disposal, he would nevertheless direct his
capacious but cumbersome vessel (from a naval viewpoint, Lord Cochrane
thought one particular collier had the sailing ability of a ‘haystack’) through
the daunting hazards of North Sea darkness.
There is an old saying to the effect that if history is about anything,
it is about people. With that in mind, it seems strange that, at some
interdisciplinary conferences well into the present century, one
encountered remarkable unawareness of the old-time East Coast Trade
and its extensive influence upon the lives of so many people, both at sea
and ashore. Here, perhaps, is another argument to supplement Captain
Peter H. King’s recent plea for greater attention to the mercantile element
of maritime history (see Topmasts 23, 19–20). Be that point as it may, this
present note offers the chance to advocate (not for the first time in SNR
pages) the opportunities that interdisciplinary conferences can offer for
the promotion of maritime history (in its various aspects) within the wider
scholarly community.
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Some suggested reading
There is no dearth of published material regarding the North Sea coasting
trade in the days of sail. However, some readers have found a particularly
‘accessible’ treatment of various basic matters in Professor T. S. Willan’s
The English Coasting Trade 1600–1750, (Manchester (1967)). In the same
breath, so to say, there could also be mention of Willan’s River Navigation
in England 1600–1750, which includes very useful comment on links
between North Sea trade and river traffic on the Ouse–Nene Complex.
Another aspect of ‘accessibility’ has involved efforts to put the basic
theme of this present note into a ‘Context of Literature’. See, for example,
H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘Night in the North Sea and the Feasibility of Samuel
Johnson’s London’, in Serge Soupel et al. (eds), The Enlightenment
by Night . . . (New York (2010), 197–215. Stemming from some of the
author’s papers given at conferences convened by the Institut du Monde
Anglophone, Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris University III), the article
indicated puts emphasis on the contribution of the sailing colliers to
London’s development over a long period.
H. J. K. Jenkins
SNR Member

Artefact Identification, HMS ‘Assurance’
In Topmasts 24 I reported the wrecking of the 38-gun Pomone. Fiftyeight years earlier on 24 April 1753, the 44-gun Assurance (1746–53) ran
aground at the same place on a beautiful sunny morning while returning
from Jamaica. The court martial recorded that she had hit an uncharted
rock half a mile off The Needles. Alternatively one might believe the naval
historian John Charnock’s account; he writes that Governor Edward
Trelawny spoke to the Master David Patterson:
he asked a question, suggested by mere curiosity, what depth of
water there were around it and how near the ship would pass to that
part of the rock appearing above the water. Patterson answered, they
should pass so close that the fly of the ensign might touch the rock.
From the location of artefacts and cannon on the seabed, it appears that
Assurance jammed herself between Goose Rock and today’s lighthouse
rock during the time of high water. At the
court martial Patterson was held responsible,
not Captain Carr Scrope who had recently
taken command on 14 November 1752 in
the West Indies. They sentenced Patterson to
only three months in view of the ‘obscurity
of the rock’, at Marshalsea Prison, London.
Following the court martial, the Admiralty
ordered a survey of ‘The Needles Channel’
to locate this uncharted rock; as you might
expect nothing was found. (I hold a copy of
The 44-gun ‘Diamond’ (1741–56) a sister ship to
‘Assurance’ (1747–53) (taken from an engraving
commissioned by Parliament in 1751 by R. Short)
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the survey report.) Fortunately no lives were lost during the wrecking but
the governor lost a bag containing 500 specie that was probably stolen.
Governor Trelawny had been the Jamaican governor for 16 years; he was
retiring due to ill health and died a year later. His Father Right Reverend
Sir Jonathan Trelawny, 3rd Baronet Trelawny (1650–1721) was the bishop
of Winchester (1707–21). The bishop was responsible for expanding the
Bishop’s Palace including adding the Trelawny coat of arms that can be
seen today. Edward paid off his father’s debts.
Question: (a) What is their use? (b) What country does this coin come
from, and what are the dates of the four countermarks?

Left, pieces of copper, 3 mm thick with broad arrows on both sides. The top piece is Pom/83/
JMB/83) with a 15 mm copper nail acting as a pivot point, about 1805. The one below, Pom/86/
LP/86, is of a different design. Right, copper coin, diameter 33 mm (approx.) with four
countermarks, Pom/80/DW/01

Answers to artefact identification in Topmasts 24:
Left, brass object, artefact
No Pom/86/NFB/04.
Right, two parts of
the same brass object,
Pom/86/SN-R/16 and
Pom/86/LP/53a

Left, best guess is a spike from a helmet. Right, a medical
tourniquet used before removing a limb

John M. Bingeman
SNR Member
Government Licensee, Pomone (1811) Historic Wreck Site (1978–86)
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Letter: SNR Conference
Dear Sir,
The arrival of the beautifully produced special edition of Topmasts with
the papers from the Greenwich conference in September last year, made
me look again at the opportunity it presented. Readers will recall the
Chairman (Topmasts 22) announced the conference, the first ever publicly
organized by the SNR would ‘demonstrate both the seriousness of our
concerns, and our commitment to doing something about them’.
It has been argued that the day was an outstanding success – leading
speakers discussing developments in the traditional areas and the large
metropolitan museums, a goodly audience, a world heritage location.
But where was there any discussion of the state of maritime history itself?
This would have prompted the examination of a set of far more thorny
questions. It could have started in the location of the conference – no-one
mentioned the little unpleasantness at Greenwich university, namely the
closure of the internationally famous Greenwich Maritime History Centre
despite massive protests (and its paper replica); the apparent serious decline
of the amount of maritime history taught in British universities (yes,
we heard about the sad state of Welsh maritime history establishments,
including the closure of its national maritime museum in Swansea); the
fact that any would-be young lecturer in maritime history is likely to be
on a zero hours contract, with all the financial and personal insecurity that
entails; that British maritime history has two equally important arms, and
the vicious attack on council funding has devastated local museums and
organizations. Where was “the commitment to doing something” about
any of these issues?
At the end of the day, one of the speakers was sitting at a table outside
the Trafalgar, chatting to some half a dozen conference attendees. Someone
came up to her and said, ‘Time to leave for the speakers’ supper.’ No
need to involve the members. Crisis about maritime history’s continued
existence – what crisis? When will the SNR start trying to ask and answer
the right questions, or is it determined to stay in its dry dock of inactivity
and irrelevance?
Mike Bender
Honorary Research Fellow, History Dept, University of Exeter
SNR Member

News
Plymouth Merchant Navy Monument

A new monument on Plymouth Hoe dedicated to those who serve in, or
who have served in vessels under the British red or blue ensigns is planned.
Despite its long seafaring history Plymouth itself has no adequate
testament to merchant seafarers whose skills and sacrifice have supported
our ‘island nation’ throughout its history.
The monument will consist of a sculpture, placed on a base of Dartmoor
granite. The four sides of the base will inform the public of the critical role
the merchant navy and fishing fleets perform in times of both peace and
war. The aim is to have the monument built and unveiled in 2020 during
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Plymouth Hoe, the location of the new MN Monument

the celebrations which will mark the 400th anniversary of the sailing of the
Mayflower from Plymouth and the founding of America. The project has
strong proactive support from Plymouth City Council and local armed
service associations.
The charity ‘Plymouth Merchant Navy Monument’ (No. 1167934) has
a website http://www.mnmonument.uk/ which contains details of the
appeal for funds to help realize the project.

Battle of the Atlantic Memorial

A campaign to build a national memorial to the estimated 100,000 people
who died in the Second World War Battle of the Atlantic has been launched
in Liverpool.
Chaired by Vice Admiral Mike Gretton, whose father Vice-Admiral Sir
Peter Gretton was one of the Royal Navy’s most successful Atlantic escort
group commanders of the war, the Battle of the Atlantic Memorial aims
to raise £2.5 million to create a monument to the seafarers of the many
nations that took part the battle.
Designed by Paul Day, the artist behind the Battle of Britain monument
in London, the 28-metre (91-foot) memorial will be sited on the Pier Head
in Liverpool, the start and end point of many wartime convoys, near to the
former, joint Navy and Air Force Headquarters that was the nerve centre
of the British effort (now a museum), and will incorporate the existing
statue of another famous Atlantic escort group commander, Captain
Frederic ‘Johnnie’ Walker. It is hoped that the memorial can be unveiled
in 2019 – the 80th anniversary of the start of the battle and the beginning
of the Second World War.

Being Brunel: A New National Museum and Visitor Experience
The new national museum and visitor experience exploring the life and
works of Isambard Kingdom Brunel will open its doors to the public at
the end of March 2018
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Called ‘Being Brunel’, the new
museum will tell the great engineer’s
extraordinary story through never
before seen personal possessions, as
well as interactive exhibits and audiovisual experiences. It will be a major
addition at Brunel’s SS Great Britain.
Visitors will discover that Brunel was
not only an outstanding engineer,
but an entrepreneur, a designer, an
art lover and a showman too.
‘Being Brunel’ recreates, with
Artist’s impression of the Being Brunel building
sounds and smells, the interiors of
Brunel’s London office and the Great Western Steamship Company’s
Bristol office set within the Grade II listed Dock Office building which
has been structurally restored as part of the project.
Matthew Tanner, Chief Executive of the SS Great Britain Trust said,
This is a major milestone in the creation of a national centre of Brunel
knowledge and expertise, the first of its kind in the UK. Many people
know of Brunel as one of the world’s most influential engineers, but
this new museum is about more than his professional achievements.
His thoughts, aspirations and frustrations will be revealed as visitors
are encouraged to learn about his mistakes and celebrate his successes.
By preserving Brunel’s legacy in this way, we hope to also to inspire
the innovators of the future.
The new museum will give unprecedented access to objects from the
National Brunel Collection, which includes over 14,000 items from
the University of Bristol Brunel Collection, the Clive Richards Brunel
Collection and the SS Great Britain Trust Collection.
‘Being Brunel’ has been made possible thanks to significant support
from a range of charitable trusts and companies including the Heritage
Lottery Fund, the Clive and Sylvia Richards Charity, DDCMS, AIM Biffa
Awards and members of the Being Brunel Corporate Club.
For more details go to http://www.ssgreatbritain.org/about-us/beingbrunel

Lantern reinstated on lightship that saved lives
After 40 years the Royal Northumberland Yacht Club have reinstalled a
lantern aboard their historic light vessel LV 50 in South Harbour Blyth,
Northumberland.
Built on the Thames between 1878–9 for the notorious Seven Stones
Reef (off the Scilly Isles) LV 50 was commissioned in September 1879 (138
years ago). At the time she was the most modern wooden light vessel in the
Trinity House fleet. Her 8-foot revolving, flashing lantern (constructed by
Chance Brothers of Birmingham) and her 3-reed compressed air foghorn
were pioneering innovations.
LV 50 saw service on numerous sandbanks and reefs off south and east
England where she provided warning to mariners of danger and provided
a navigational fix in the era before GPS. In 1952 she was decommissioned
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by Trinity house, sold
to wreckers in Harwich
from whom the RNYC
purchased her and towed
her to Blyth. She has lain in
South Harbour for the past
65 years as the House Yacht
Tyne.
Over the past three years
the Friends of LV50 have
sought to bring this historic
vessel to the attention of the
public, opening her for visits
Current view of LV50 with her new lantern, South Harbour Blyth.
on the fourth Thursday of
Courtesy Peter J Fairbairn
summer months and during
Heritage Open Days. She is listed on the National Historic Ships Register
and is one of only three floating wooden lightships left in the UK.
The original 2-ton wrought-iron lantern was discarded because of its
poor condition. The current replica lantern, constructed by two Club
members, is a wood and fibre glass construction.
Additional information on the history of LV50 can be found at https://
rnyc.org.uk/history/hy-tyne-iii-history-updated/
A description of the vessel can also be found in Topmasts 18, May 2016

SNR News
MAST’s Archaeological Centre in Poole

Panoramic view of the laboratory – the four large conservation tanks can be seen top right (The wall facing
you is actually flat) Photographs by Jessica Berry.

A partnership led by Maritime Archaeology Sea Trust (MAST), with
Bournemouth University and the National Museum of the Royal Navy,
had successfully won a grant to reopen the Invincible (1758) historic
wreck site now under threat. MAST’s Archaeological Centre in Poole is
the project team’s base to record and conserve artefacts recovered during
this and subsequent dive seasons. Further excavations are planned for the
summers of 2018 and 2019. Volunteers, principally Service and ex- Service
personnel will be working on the cleaning, conservation and recording of
artefacts as part of this LIBOR £2 millon grant commitment.
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Rope onboard diving platform

Diving platform June 2017 excavations

On 2 December 2017, an Open Day was held when 253 visitors toured
the Archaeological Centre to see artefacts under conservation. A particular
feature was the large quantity of heavy rope on display in three of the four
large conservation tanks. Another popular exhibit was the Virtual Wreck
Tour using the latest technology to experience touring the wreck site as if
you were a diver. Fully conserved artefacts recovered in the 1980s were
displayed by John Bingeman illustrating their remarkable condition after
250 years underwater.
John Bingeman
SNR Member

Anderson Fund Conference Report
Dutch Raid on Chatham Dockyard in 1667:
Its Anglo-Dutch Context and Legacy, 23–24 June 2017, Amsterdam
The Naval Dockyards Society and the Vrienden van De Witt thank the
Anderson Fund of the Society for Nautical Research for contributing to the
success of this conference. Fellow sponsors were Vaderlandsch Fonds ter
Aanmoediging van ’s-Lands Zeedienst, the Royal Dutch Navy and the Dr
Ernst Crone Fellowship of Het Scheepvaart Museum. This collaboration
allowed the organizers, Dr Gijs Rommelse, Dr David Davies and yours
truly to muster leading scholars to explore new knowledge and meanings,
and reduce the price to attract new audiences.
In 2017 the British and the Dutch respectively commemorated and
celebrated the 350th anniversary of this expedition. Complementary events
included the Rijksmuseum Battle of Medway exhibition and Tocht naar
Chatham symposium; Den Helder Marine Museum Zeeslag [sea battle]
Tocht naar Chatham (1667); Zeeland Maritime Museum Vlissingen 350
jaar [year] Tocht naar Chatham (see the excellent videos at http://www.
muzeeum.nl/nl/programma/350-jaar-tocht-naar-chatham);
Historic
Dockyard Chatham Breaking the Chain exhibition; the visit of Dutch
tall and naval ships to the Medway; Upnor Castle 1667 The Dutch Raid
on the Medway exhibition; Medway Council Medway in Flames festival;
and finally the University of Kent/Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust’s
conference, The Dutch in the Medway – 1667 Anglo-Dutch rivalry in
its global context. In the 2017 Upnor Castle guidebook, Jonathan Coad
contended, ‘The 1667 raid on the Medway was an extraordinary display
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of Dutch seamanship, courage and daring, and a humiliation for England.’
Day 1 papers
• Anglo-Dutch relations in the seventeenth century: causes of
the Second Anglo-Dutch War Dr David Onnekink (Utrecht
University)
• Johan de Witt’s battle fleet/naval organization Dr Marc van
Alphen (Netherlands Institute of Military History (NIMH))
• The Stuart Navy Dr Richard Blakemore (University of Oxford)
• Dutch naval dockyards/stores/facilities/provisioning Dr Alan
Lemmers (NIMH)
• English dockyards and coastal defence Dr Ann Coats (University
of Portsmouth)
• The Second Anglo-Dutch War in Asia and the Atlantic
Prof. Emeritus Henk den Heijer (Leyden University)
Day 2 papers
• Early modern naval warfare – state, technology and tactics
Prof. Louis Sicking (Leyden/Free Universities)
• Dutch amphibious tactics/execution of Chatham Raid
Dr Adri van Vliet (NIMH)
• English defence response to Chatham Raid Dr Philip MacDougall
(Author, historian)
• Chatham as De Witt’s finest hour – ideology Dr Gijs Rommelse
(Dr Ernst Crone Fellow, Het Scheepvaartmuseum Amsterdam)
• Chatham and the Stuart monarchy – political and ideological
damage Dr David Davies (SNR and NRS)
• Britannia rules the Waves – British naval empire Dr Chris Ware
(University of Greenwich)
• The Royal Netherlands Navy commemorating Chatham
Anselm van der Peet (NIMH)
• Summing up and conclusions Prof. John B. Hattendorf
(Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island)
Themes addressed the causes and course of the second Anglo-Dutch war
(1665–7), early modern naval warfare and ideologies, Dutch and British
navies and dockyards, Dutch amphibious tactics and British responses, state
formation, and wider commemoration and legacies. Dr David Onnekink
and Professor Henk den Heijer were stimulating keynote speakers, and
Professor John Hattendorf provided a critical summary and conclusions.
Amboyna (1623) signified the long-term conflict underlying commercial
rivalry between the two leading trading nations. English triumphs, the
St James’s Day Fight in July, and Sir Robert Holmes’s Vlieter Schelling
‘Bonfire’, which destroyed 150 Dutch merchant ships, homes and
storehouses in August 1666, were short-term causes of the raid. To the
Dutch, Holmes had violated acceptable behaviour, which Admiral de Ruyter
would not sanction. Additionally, Charles II delayed peace negotiations
for the Second Anglo-Dutch War in autumn 1666, and in 1667 could afford
only small naval squadrons and licensed privateers to attack Dutch trade.
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The fleet would be laid up in the Medway, protected by a gun platform at
Sheerness Point and the 42-gun guardship Unity off Sheerness. Additional
guardships and fireships would be prepared, with first and second rates
moored upstream of a boom and chain erected below Gillingham.
However, when De Ruyter sailed into the Thames estuary in June 1667,
English preparations were incomplete. Van Ghent attacked Sheerness on
10 June with an amphibious force of ships and marines, destroying the fort
and naval stores on the 11th. Chatham Commissioner Peter Pett removed
his ship models and plans to safety, but the fleet and Chatham Dockyard
were at risk. The Dutch breached the chain at midday on the 12th, and on
the 13th burnt Mary, Royall Oake and Loyall London. They deliberately
captured Royall Charles (ex-Naseby which had restored King Charles to
England in 1660), towing her away on the 14th under the Dutch flag, flying
the English flag upside down. The Dutch also recovered Unity, the former
Eendracht, captured in 1665. The Privy Council imprisoned Pett in the
Tower as a scapegoat. The Dutch only left the Thames Estuary when the
English signed the Treaty of Breda on 31 July.
The programme and excellent surroundings and food provided by the
Royal Dutch Navy allowed plentiful discussion. The Dutch could not
understand why so many British historians were actively researching
naval humiliation – failure always provides valuable lessons. Among 75
delegates, 14 British, including one student, attended this ground-breaking
conference, benefiting from the low fee and travel/accommodation no
more expensive than a regional UK location.
By assembling such expertise, this memorable conference explored
new hypotheses and reviewed narratives. In one sense, the Raid failed in
attacking Chatham dockyard and its stores, but otherwise it was a fitting
Dutch reprisal and magnificent success. It undermined British confidence
in the monarchy, administration and navy, and advanced the Peace of
Breda. It exposed a mismanaged and chaotic situation and achieved serious,
although not irretrievable damage to the navy. For deeper findings and
conclusions, see David Ormrod and Gijs Rommelse (eds), War, Trade and
the State: Anglo-Dutch Conflict 1652–1688 (forthcoming in 2018), also
sponsored by the SNR.
Dr Ann Coats
SNR Member and Chair of the Naval Dockyards Society

Calls for Papers
Society and the Sea 2018:
The values of the ocean and coasts for
sustainable development
Greenwich Maritime Centre (GMC) in partnership
with National Maritime
Thursday 6 and Friday 7 September 2018: deadline 16 February 2018
News stories about the ocean and the coasts regularly make the headlines
yet paradoxically there are also concerns that sea-blindness is a problem
and people are not aware of the fundamental importance of the sea. The
GMC in partnership with National Maritime is convening an international
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conference that will bring together industry and academia to explore the
values of the ocean, key challenges being faced and opportunities for future
development of the blue economy. The conference is encouraging a broad
multi-disciplinary engagement with contributions from industry, science,
social science and the arts and humanities to help understand the multiple
ways the ocean and coasts are important for sustainable development.
The conference is supported by the National Maritime Museum,
Seafarers UK, Marine Conservation Society, Thames Estuary Partnership,
Coastal and Marine Research Group (RGS), World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF), New Economics Foundation (NEF) and the Coastal Partnership
Network.
Society and the Sea 2018 will incorporate investinblue 2018 the
showcase event for the UK maritime industry.
The conference will address the following themes but is not limited to
them: The blue economy; Maritime governance; Conservation and public
engagement; Maritime environmental change; Maritime heritage and
history; Maritime perceptions and representations: Marine engineering;
Maritime human health and wellbeing; Small-scale fisheries.
For full details go to http://www.gre.ac.uk/society-and-the-sea

New Researchers in Maritime History Conference 2018
British Commission for Maritime History
6–7 April 2018, SS Great Britain Bristol: deadline 16 February 2018
The British Commission for Maritime History, in association with the SS
Great Britain Trust invites contributions to its twenty-fourth conference
for new researchers. Hosted at the Great Western Dockyard in Bristol,
the conference provides a unique opportunity for new scholars to present
their work in an historic maritime setting.
The conference supports emerging scholars who wish to share their
work in a supportive environment and build relations with other maritime
historians. We encourage applications from research degree students and
warmly encourage participation by independent scholars. Contributions
can address all aspects of maritime history in its broadest sense.
Those wishing to offer a paper should complete the online form available
from https://goo.gl/forms/3NIAZhERbptxtSTK2 or from the website
www.maritimehistory.org.uk
Please direct any queries to h.r.doe@exeter.ac.uk.
Anyone interested in attending the conference without presenting a
paper is also warmly invited to register an interest: further information
will be sent to you in due course.
The BCMH is the British branch of the International Commission for
Maritime History, founded in 1965 as a constituent of the International
Congress of Historical Sciences. Its mission is to advance the education of
the public in the subject of maritime history.

The First World War at Sea: Conflict, culture and commemoration
8–10 November, National Maritime Museum: deadline 1 March 2018
This conference will explore the First World War at sea through wideranging themes designed to provide a forum for interdisciplinary research
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and new perspectives on the subject. Focused on both naval and mercantile
contexts, the conference will also place the experience of the maritime
war within the historical setting of the years preceding and following the
conflict.
Social history
• The human experience of maritime conflict
• Explorations of the war at sea from perspectives of class, rank, race,
age, gender or sexuality
• Explorations of the war at sea from imperial and global perspectives
Operational history
• The ‘undramatic’ duties of naval warfare: blockade, minelaying,
reconnaissance, trade protection, power projection
• Naval wartime roles around the globe
• The wartime duties of the merchant marine
• Technology and the war at sea
Institutional history
• The wartime training of naval officers and ratings
• The impact of war on naval hierarchies and ideas of leadership
• Institutional lessons learned, navies and the Second World War
• The impact of the war on the merchant marine
Cultural history
• Public opinion and media coverage relating to the navies/merchant
marine before, during and after the conflict
• Cultural constructions of maritime heroism, and their relationship
to pre-war touchstones, from Nelson to Scott
Memory and commemoration
• Remembering the war at sea: memorials, memoirs and material
culture
• Family history and the legacy of maritime war
• Restoring the naval heroic: cinema, novels, pageants and museums
• Themes, events and people that commemoration left unremembered
Please submit proposals of 300 words for individual papers, along with a
short CV to research@rmg.co.uk
We welcome submissions from academics, local historians
and community group projects.
This conference is held in partnership with Gateways to the First World
War, an Arts and Humanities Research Council-funded centre for public
engagement with the First World War Centenary.
Read more at
http://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/researchers/opportunities-events/
first-world-war-sea-conflict-culture-and-commemoration-callpapers#dOe5wcE9UW5FjmjB.99
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Lower Lakes, Upper Lakes: Connecting Maritime Heritage
Canadian Nautical Research Society
21–23 June 2018, Conference and AGM Toronto, Ontario:
deadline 1 March 2018
Sharing a border with the United States across the great inland lakes of
North America, Canada and a large part of its population developed along
internal waterways. Toronto, the venue for this year’s conference, once
had great ambitions for economic growth driven by port industries, but a
century later residential, recreational, and cultural plans encourage citizens
to re-imagine the waterfront as a metropolitan gateway reconnected to the
lake, the surrounding hinterland, and the greater world. The conference
celebrates these connections to a maritime past that is so often lost in the
bustle of everyday lives along the Lower Lakes, with the focus extended to
the Upper Lakes at the 2019 conference to be held in Thunder Bay. Topics
could include:
• Shipping, maritime commerce, and trade
• Ships and shipbuilding
• Ports and harbour management
• Maritime labour
• Development of urban waterfronts
• Environmental studies, including water levels and quality, and
weather
• First Nations and indigenous peoples
• Marine archaeology and management of heritage resources
• The Great Lakes in popular culture and literature
• Naval aspects
Proposals on other maritime topics from all time periods are also welcome.
The Canadian Nautical Research Society is committed to making
maritime history more accessible, and to fostering a culture of inclusion.
We invite interdisciplinary proposals from speakers who will contribute
to the diversification of our discussions and community. We also
encourage publication of expanded versions of final papers in our
journal, The Northern Mariner/Le marin du nord, or in our quarterly
publication, Argonauta.
Please send a working title, brief abstract, and a short biographical sketch
no later than 1 March 2018 to Dr Sam McLean: sam.mclean@cnrs-scrn.org
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Conferences
Naval Dockyards Society
Naval Operations and Bases in the Mediterranean
during the Eighteenth Century
Saturday 24 March 2018, National Maritime Museum
Greenwich
This one-day conference will examine the role of shore-based naval
facilities (dockyards, anchorages, naval hospitals, etc.) of the Royal Navy
and other naval powers, whose ships operated in the Mediterranean during
the ‘long eighteenth century’ (1688–1815). This conference will explore
the nature of these facilities in the heavily contested Mediterranean. While
the NDS expects to receive papers on the significant naval facilities created
and developed by the Royal Navy, it also hopes that papers will be offered
on facilities constructed by the numerous other naval powers operating
within the Mediterranean.
www.navaldockyards.org
Facebook: Naval-Dockyards-Society, Twitter: @navdocksoc

Zeebrugge the Centenary Conference
Friday, 20 April 2018–Saturday, 21 April 2018
The National Museum of the Royal Navy is to host a symposium, held in
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard on the weekend of the 100th anniversary
of the Royal Navy and Royal Marine raid on the port of Zeebrugge. It
will explore a variety of events surrounding the raid and on the morning
of 23 April 1918 itself, with a particular focus on the planning of the raid,
its consequences and the challenges of the unforeseen situations that arise
in covert raids.
Topics to be covered will include:
• The Flanders Flotilla and their influence on shipping in the English
Channel
• Keyes, Bacon and the planning of the operations on the Belgian
ports
• Overcoming unforeseen difficulties in covert raids
• The use of propaganda following the Zeebrugge Raid
• The social and cultural impact of the Zeebrugge Raid
• Lessons learned from the Zeebrugge Raid
http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/events-by-date/event/1255zeebrugge-the-centenary-conference.

History of Navigation Conference
Thursday 24 May 2018 at 13:00, National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich
In the 250th anniversary of James Cook’s Endeavour sailing, this conference
looks at heroism in the history of navigation on land, sea, air and space
Continuing our well-respected series of conferences, Royal Museums
Greenwich and the Royal Institute of Navigation are holding another event
35

Topmasts no. 25
to bring together current research into the history of navigation.  The Call
for Papers is now open, please see the link below.  Further information on
registering for the conference will follow in early 2018.
http://www.rin.org.uk/Events/5061/History-of-Navigation-Conference

God Grant the Weapon Never Be Used
Friday, 15 June 2018–Saturday, 16 June 2018, Royal Navy Submarine
Museum
15 June 2018 marks the 50th Anniversary of HMS Resolution, the
Royal Navy’s first Polaris SSBN (Nuclear Ballistic Missile Submarine),
commencing her first operational patrol. This conference, to be hosted by
the National Museum of the Royal Navy at the Royal Navy Submarine
Museum and Explosion Museum of Naval Firepower, will explore the
history of the British nuclear deterrent. The conference will address the
Royal Navy’s role as the operators of the principal delivery system since
1968.
Topics to be covered will include:
• Experience of serving in or commanding SSBNs
• Operational history of the UK deterrent
• Deterrence theory
• Costs of the deterrent and impact on wider UK defence spending
• Intelligence
• Impact of the British deterrent on international relations
• The future of the UK deterrent
• Social and cultural history of the nuclear deterrent.
• Moral and ethical issues surrounding nuclear weapons
• Material Culture. Telling the story through museum collections,
submarines and other legacy evidence
http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/events-by-date/event/1257-godgrant-the-weapon-never-be-used

Exhibitions
The Historic Dockyard, Chatham
Re-opens to visitors on Saturday 10 February 2018

2018 marks the 400th Anniversary of Chatham Dockyard:
• For 400 years, the Royal Dockyard at Chatham MADE ships for
the Royal Navy, including the nation’s most loved – HMS Victory.
• 400 years on, they don’t make ships, but they tell the extraordinary
stories of the people who did.
• Today laughter, smiles and memories are MADE at The Historic
Dockyard Chatham – the most complete dockyard from the age of
sail.
EXPLORE this amazing place and make YOUR memories at Chatham
Royal Dockyard in 2018.
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Chatham 400
Chatham and the Sea
10 February–25 November at No. 1 Smithery
Creation has been at the heart of Chatham
for 400 years. Over the centuries the work
of the Dockyard has inspired artists from J.
M. W. Turner to Eric Ravilious and more
recently Yinka Shonibare MBE (RA).
This exhibition brings works together for
the first time that celebrate not only the
Dockyard but also reconnects it back to the
sea, exploring the emotions that both Chatham and the sea have had on
artists from the seventeenth century to the present day.

Royal Dockyard Tours – Civilization Festival
Friday 2 March–Sunday 11 March
Explore one of Britain’s first major
industrial complexes through this engaging
walking tour. These tours will bring to life
one of the most significant collections of
industrial architecture that chart the story
of ship building from the primacy of the age
of sail to the revolution of steam and iron

Museums at Night
16–19 May
Ever wondered what happens when we close for
the evening? Join us on one of our Museum at
Night sessions and have a fun filled evening with
the team exploring the Dockyard after the doors
have shut!

National Maritime Museum
The Great British Seaside
23 March–30 September
This exhibition celebrates beach photography by some of Britain’s most
popular photographers, featuring Tony Ray Jones, David Hurn and Simon
Roberts and new work by Martin Parr at the National Maritime Museum
in Greenwich, London
http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/great-british-seaside

Victoria and Albert Museum,
Ocean Liners: Speed and Style
3 February–17 June 2018, £18, concessions apply, advance booking is
recommended
Discover the romantic and remarkable age of ocean travel. Experience a
unique journey through the design stories of the world’s greatest ocean
liners, including the Titanic, Normandie, the Queen Mary and the
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Canberra, and find out how these impressive vessels helped shape the
modern world.
https://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/ocean-liners-speed-style

Maritime History & Culture Seminar Series at the IHR
Tuesday, 20 February The Forgotten Boys of the Sea: Marine Society
merchant sea apprentices, 1772-1854 Dr Caroline Withall, National
Maritime Museum
Tuesday, 20 February ‘The forgotten boys of the sea: Marine Society
merchant sea apprentices, 1772-1854’ Dr Caroline Withall, National
Maritime Museum
Tuesday, 24 April ‘From sailors’ chests to sailors’ homes: Finnish seamen
and domesticity in the early 20th century’ Laika Nevalainen, European
University Institute
Tuesday, 22 May ‘Cannibals’, ‘Savages’ and pronouns: the strange
world of British naval encounter in Australia and the Torres Strait, 1842–
1850’ Daniel Simpson, Royal Holloway and British Museum
Tuesday, 19 June ‘Constructing the seapower state: culture, identity and
exceptionalism’ Professor Andrew Lambert, King’s College, London
All seminars begin at 17:15 in Wolfson Room I at the Institute of Historical
Research, University of London, Senate House, London we1e 7hu
Further Information: Research Department Executive, National
Maritime Museum, Royal Museums Greenwich, London, SE10 9NF: 020
8312 6716; research@rmg.co.uk
Seminars are free of charge and there is no need to book.

Lectures
The British Commission for Maritime History
King’s Maritime History Seminars, 2017–18
1 February Decolonization from the Seas: Mutiny in the Royal Indian
Navy Naina Manjrekar, SOAS
15 February The Royal Navy’s First War Staff Course Simon Harley,
Independent Researcher
1 March The Curious Case of the ‘Steam Yacht’ Caroline: An incident
from the Russo-Japanese War in British waters Roger Dence, King’s
College London
15 March 2018 The Black Sea war of 1914–17 through British eyes Toby
Ewin, King’s College London
26 April Life before Death: The 1963 decision to build the aircraft carrier
CVA01 Tim Benbow, King’s College London
10 May Pageantry and Representation in the Late Henrician Navy: The
battle of the Solent and Admiral Claude d’Annebault’s visit to London
Benjamin Redding, University of Warwick
24 May ‘An Incomparable Influence Upon Every Shore’: Conceptions of
Naval Power and World Order on the Eve of the Great War Louis M.
Halewood, University of Oxford
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*This seminar series is hosted by the ‘Sir Michael Howard Centre for the
History of War’, King’s College London, and organized by the British
Commission for Maritime History (www.maritimehistory.org.uk) in association with the Society for Nautical Research. Meetings take place on
Thursdays at 17:15 in room K6.07, Dept of War Studies, KCL, Strand,
wc2r 2ls (6th Floor, King’s Building), with the exception of the Proctor
Memorial Lecture which takes place at Lloyd’s Register, 71 Fenchurch
Street, London ec3m 4bs. Admission to this lecture is by ticket only,
available from Barbara Jones, Information Services, at the above address
or by emailing Barbara.jones@lr.org. For further information about the
King’s Maritime History Seminar, contact Dr Alan James, War Studies,
KCL, wc2r 2ls (alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk).

National Maritime Museum
Caird Library Research Seminars Programme 2017
A series of seminars convened by the Greenwich Maritime Centre and the
National Maritime Museum
5 February Assessing the Navigational and Geographical Knowledge of
England’s First Transatlantic Fishermen Josh Iveson, NMM Research
Fellow
This paper evaluates the geographical and navigational knowledge of
England’s first transatlantic entrepreneurs, via an analysis of sixteenth
century cartographic material regarding Newfoundland and its fisheries.
This official and ‘public’ knowledge will be contrasted with the ‘private’
knowledge displayed by ordinary fishermen and mariners as obtained
in an extensive survey of relevant court depositions allowing a better
understanding of the privately-led ‘discovery’ and exploitation of precolonial North America by European fishing crews.
5 March Collecting Maritime History? Callender, Caird and the National
Maritime Museum, 1928–39 Quintin Colville, Curator of Naval History
This paper explores the vision of British history and heritage that guided the
work of both the National Maritime Museum’s first director and its most
generous benefactor. Though from differing professional backgrounds,
these men shared a particular vision of Britain’s past, present and future
– one inseparable from notions of sea power and national destiny. The
historic themes, objects, people and events around which they fashioned
the museum tell a complex and important story.
9 April Filling the Curators’ Egg Box: Some Legacies of the 1930s Megan
Barford, Curator of Cartography and Richard Dunn, Senior Curator for
the History of Science
During its most prolific collecting period, the 1930s, the National
Maritime Museum assembled large and important holdings of navigational,
astronomical and cartographic material. Using this material as a case study,
this talk will examine some of the questions thrown up by the scientific
material collected. At the same time it will examine some of the ethical and
practical legacies of these activities for the twenty-first century.
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14 May Standard Ships of World War One: Too little and too late? Chris
Ware, Greenwich Maritime Centre
After a hands-off approach to merchant shipping for most of the First
World War, by 1917 the need for new tonnage was becoming acute. The
Standard ships were seen as the answer. Based on contemporary designs,
they were to fill the void left by losses to U-boats, but did enough come
into service to make a difference? Or did they create a bubble in the market
for ships that caused a collapse in the period of post-war austerity?
Please note: Seminars are on Mondays. There will be no seminar in August.
Time: All seminars will be held between 15.30 and 16.30.
Location: The Caird Library, Sammy Ofer Wing, National Maritime
Museum, , Greenwich, London, SE10 9NF
Attendance welcome: Members of the museum, adult learners, independent
researchers, academic and university students and members of the public
are welcome to attend the seminars. No booking is necessary!
For further information please contact the Research Administrator on 020
8312 6716 or email research@rmg.co.uk
Convenor Martin Salmon

Maritime Lecture: Health & Medicine in the Victorian Navy
8 February 11 a.m.—12.30 p.m.
National Maritime Museum, Lecture Theatre, £8/Members £6
Lecture and panel discussion with Professor
Mark Harrison, Director of the Wellcome Unit
for the History of Medicine at the University of
Oxford.
This lecture will explore the theme of naval
medicine and disease, with a particular focus
on the navy in Japan. Professor Harrison will
be joined by Dr Elise Smith from Warwick
University’s Centre for the History of Medicine
for the panel discussion.
Read more at http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/
exhibitions-events/maritime-lecture-healthmedicine-victorian-navy

University of Hull
Blaydes House Maritime History Seminar Programme
Maritime Historical Studies Centre, Blaydes House, 6 High Street,
Hull hu1 1ha
5 February The First 6,000 UK Steamships Peter Solar Université SaintLouis, Bruxelles
5 March The Women Pirates: Image and Reality John Appleby, Liverpool
Hope University
6 April ‘We Trust in God’: searching for Franklin’s crew in the Archives
Jeremy Michell, National Maritime Museum
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The seminars are on Mondays, free of charge and will meet at 6.00 p.m.
at Blaydes House. Coffee and biscuits will be available from 5.30 p.m. All
persons interested in any aspect of maritime history are warmly invited to
attend.
If you have any queries regarding the seminar please contact the Seminar
Convenor, Dr Martin Wilcox, Email: M.Wilcox@hull.ac.uk; Phone: 01482
305110
The Blaydes House Maritime History Series is sponsored by the
Maritime History Trust.

University of Exeter
Centre for Maritime Historical Studies Seminar Programme, 2018
Wednesday 14 February Sailing the Ship of State: Seafarers and
maritime politics in the early modern British Empire Richard Blakemore,
University of Reading
Queen’s Building, Room LT6.2, 5 p.m.
Wednesday 7 March Same-sex Desire in the Royal Navy During the
Great War Laura Rowe, University of Exeter, Harrison Building, Room
209, 5 p.m.
Wednesday 28 March Convoy! Trade Protection over Three World
Wars Mike Duffy, University of Exeter and Roger Knight, Institute of
Historical Research, Harrison Building, Room 209, 5 p.m.
Wednesday 9 May Worse Things Happen at Sea: Disasters, maritime
laws and clashing jurisdictions in early modern Europe Gijs Dreijer, Jake
Dyble and Lewis Wade, University of Exeter, Harrison Building, Room
215, 5 p.m .
For further information please contact: J.Davey3@exeter.ac.uk : 01392
724580
For a Stretham Campus map, go to: http://www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/
directions/streathammap/

Greenwich University
We are delighted to announce a new series of seminars for the 2017–18
academic year run jointly between the Royal Geographic Society’s Coastal
and Marine Research Group and The Greenwich Maritime Centre.
We will be updating our websites shortly with titles, location details,
abstracts and more but for now please save the dates!
Wednesday 21 February 2018 State of Maritime History Research
Dr Cathryn Pearce
Tuesday 3 April 2018 Environmental Governance of the Oceans
Dr Tim Stojanovic
Wednesday 21 February 2018 State of Maritime History Research
Dr Cathryn Pearce
Tuesday 3 April Environmental Governance of the Oceans Dr Tim
Stojanovic
http://www.gre.ac.uk/ach/gmc/seminar-series/gmc-and-cmrg-seminarseries
41

Topmasts no. 25
RINA Lectures
19 February 2018 Wreck Preservation Matt Skelhorn, MoD
Lecture Theatre 1N05, University of the West of England, Bristol, bs16
1qy Lecture commences at 19:30. Refreshments from 19:00
These public lectures are part of the RINA Regional Committee
programmes. Full details are available at https://www.rina.org.uk/europe.
html

HMS ‘Trincomalee’
The Ship’s 200th Anniversary Year
Wednesday 21 February 2018 Two Hundred Years of HMS ‘Trincomalee’
Derek Hinds
Wednesday 21 March 2018 Brexit and Waterloo: What did the Europeans
ever do for us? Paul Brunyee
Wednesday 25 April 2018 To be confirmed
Wednesday 30 May 2018 The Friends’ 25th Birthday Party venue to be
confirmed
Unless otherwise stated all events take place at the Historic Quay,
Hartlepool at 7.00 p.m . Talks start at 7.30 p.m. after refreshments
Apart from the Birthday Party, these events are free for Friends, guests
charged £3 each.
http://friendsofhmstrincomalee.org.uk/events.html
Email: secretary@friendsofhmstrincomalee.org.uk

Short Courses
Figureheads, Ship Badges and Silverware
25 February 10.30 a.m.–4.30 p.m., National Maritime Museum,
Seminar Room, £30
This is a day course delving into the classical myths portrayed in naval
items by examining 19th century objects from the National Maritime
Museum’s collection.
• This course will look at the classical artworks that were available
to artists in the nineteenth century and the literary works that were
studied in schools and known to the general public.
• You will learn to identify some of the Classical gods, heroes,
mythical figures and historical characters used as figureheads and
ship badges such as Achilles, Ajax, Atalanta, Caesar, Cleopatra,
Coriolanus, Dido, Hercules, Leda, Minerva, Neptune, Orpheus
and Penelope, before considering the myths surrounding them and
reasons why they were chosen.
• The course will provide an understanding of why figures from
Greek and Roman myths were used by the navy and appreciate the
lasting appeal of Classical mythology.
Read more at http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/shortcourse-figureheads-ship-badges-and-silverware-0
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Great Sea Battles from the Classical World
25 March 10.30 a.m.–4.30 p.m., National Maritime Museum,
Seminar Room, £30/£27 (concession)
This day course will examine ships and sailing techniques in the ancient
world and how they were used in warfare.
• This course will look at the strategies used by navies in the ancient
world, focusing specifically on the tactics at Salamis in 480 bc where
the allied Greek forces defeated the Persian fleet of King Xerxes, the
second battle of Syracuse in 414 bc when the mighty Athenians were
defeated by the Syracusans and the battle of Actium in 31 bc when
Augustus and Agrippa decisively defeated Antony and Cleopatra.
• Some of the lesser-known conflicts and the design of ancient
warships will also be covered.
• You will gain an understanding of how naval warfare was conducted
in the Classical world how naval victories could be decisive conflicts
and the reasons for and consequences of naval warfare.
Read more at http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/shortcourse-great-sea-battles-classical-world-0

SNR South
The SNR(South) usually meet at 2 p.m. on the second Saturday of each
month from October to May but check before you arrive. We meet in
the Royal Naval Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth (near the
Cathedral). Meetings start at 14:00. Members may lunch beforehand in
the Club (full lunch or bar menu) – and enjoy the view over Southsea
Common and the Solent while doing so.
10 February Coal and the British Empire Steven Gray
10 March The Governor, the Pirate and the Lost Treasure: A case of
misplaced loyalty James Thomas
14 April Spurious, Outrageous, Uproarious: The evolution of the fleet
carrier, Roger Smith
12 May Shipping to Shopping: Architecture of Portsmouth
Gunwharf Michael Underwood
For our local summer outings we have arranged the following:
May Visit to the newly re-opened D-Day Museum. date TBA.
June Visit to Diving Museum and Hovercraft Museum. TBA.
Parking is usually available in the University car park very near Cambridge
Road roundabout or in St Thomas’s Street nearby (£2 all day as at Dec
2017)
If you are interested in finding out more come along to a Saturday meeting
or contact the chairman, Mike White at whites@waxwing.co.uk
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The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings
The programme for the next season has recently been published. The usual
start time is now 18:30, with the Wardroom bar open from 17:45.
12 February Voyage of the Thames Sailing Barge ‘Cambria’ Dave
Brooks
12 March Ships of the Honourable East India Company, Richard
Woodman
The lectures are followed by an optional supper – two courses and a glass
of wine – at a cost of £32 (£27 for WT Friends) with a donation of £5
requested from those who attend the talk only.
Bookings for the talk (and supper) should be made by the Thursday
prior to the talk, by calling Alison Harris (0207 836 8179) or email to
info@thewellingtontrust.com
http://www.thewellingtontrust.com/trust/news?pnum=1

Books by Members
Jo Stanley A History of the Royal Navy, Women and the Royal Navy, I.
B. Tauris, 2017, £20
As nurses, ‘Jenny Wrens’, and above all as wives and
mothers, women have quietly kept the Royal Navy
afloat throughout history. From its earliest years, women
maintained homes and families while men battled at sea,
providing vital support behind the scenes. Later they
also ran maritime businesses and worked as civilians
in naval offices and dockyards. From 1884, women
were able to serve as nurses in the Queen Alexandra’s
Royal Naval Nursing Service and, from 1917, they
became members of the Women’s Royal Naval Service.
The outbreak of both world wars gave women special
opportunities and saw the role of women as Wrens,
nursing sisters, VADs and medics change and develop.
In more recent times, the development of equal rights
legislation has fundamentally changed naval life: women
are now truly in the navy and do ‘men’s jobs’ at sea. Using previouslyunpublished first-hand material, this is the first book to reflect all the
diverse roles that women have played in Royal Navy services. Jo Stanley
situates women’s naval activities within a worldwide context of women
who worked, travelled and explored new options. This book provides
vital new perspectives on both women’s military history and the wider
history of women who desired to work on or near the sea.
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Hannah Roberts The WRNS in Wartime: The Women’s Royal Naval
Service 1917–1945, I. B. Tauris, 2017, £64
The Women’s Royal Naval Service (WRNS) was created
in 1917, reformed in 1938 and maintained after 1945.
This book determines for the first time the reasons for
the expansion and contraction of the service and the
impact key individuals had on it and in turn the influence
it had on its members. Hannah Roberts offers new
insights into a previously little studied British military
institution, which celebrates its centenary in 2017. She
shows how political and military decision-making within
the fluctuating national security situation, coupled with
a growing cultural acceptability of women taking on
military roles, allowed for the growth of the service in
World War II into realms never expected of women.
Although it shared a similar pattern in its formation to
the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS) and had a similar ethos to its Air
Force counterpart, the WAAF, the WRNS took on a wider-ranging role
in the war, in part due to the latitude afforded to the service because of
its uniquely independent origins. From 1941 onward the WRNS spread
internationally and subverted the combat taboo by adopting semicombatant roles. Using twenty-one new oral histories and a multitude
of archived personal documents, this book demonstrates the pivotal
importance of the Women’s Royal Naval Service in both the world wars.
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University and Other Courses
Bournemouth University
BA(Hons) & BSc(Hons) Archaeology
Year 2 Optional Module Maritime Archaeology
This unit is focused on the development of maritime archaeological
traditions and management regimes in the UK. You will be introduced
to the archaeology of boats and ships from the past enabling you to
understand the broad chronology of their development.
MSc Forensic Archaeology Optional Module Marine Environment,
Heritage & Spatial Planning
Environmental changes in the marine environment have affected the
degradation and preservation of underwater heritage. This unit, which
may involve field trips, will help you understand the effect of physical,
chemical and biological damage to the historic environment and natural
hazards to historical and archaeological sites in coastal and shallow marine
environments.
https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/courses

University of Exeter
MPhil and PhD courses in Maritime Historical Studies
The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies is the oldest established centre
for this specialism in a British university. The Centre seeks to promote
research into economic, social, political, naval and environmental aspects
of the British maritime past from the earliest times to the present day.
The Centre holds termly research seminars (in conjunction with the
Society for Nautical Research), an annual international Maritime History
Conference and a twice-yearly Strategic Policy Studies Group symposium
(with associated publication).
See the website of the Centre for Maritime Historical Studies.

University of Hull
BA History with Maritime History; MA and PhD
Maritime history is the study of humankind’s relationship with the seas and
oceans. It is a subdiscipline of ‘history’ and cannot survive intellectually
or philosophically without it. Since humans are terrestrial, the history of
their encounters with the sea is implicitly an extension of the history of
lands and their peoples.
The Department of History offers the BA History with Maritime
History in the field of maritime historical studies. Maritime history modules
are also offered to students registered on the History Department’s MA
programmes, while supervision is available for those seeking to undertake
a PhD.
http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistoricalstudiesce.aspx
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University of Malta
MA Global Maritime Archaeology
The University of Malta offers a new international master’s programme
in Global Maritime Archaeology. This 13-month intensive course is being
offered in collaboration with the University of Western Australia and
Western Australian Museum.
This MA in Global Maritime Archaeology is intended to expose students
to a broad range of facets that fall within this discipline. Students will be
able to start and develop their careers in the field of archaeology with special
emphasis on the maritime and underwater sub-disciplines of the subject.
Furthermore, students may use the skill garnered from this robust course
to pursue careers that are not related to archaeology. Skills-sets acquired
throughout the one year duration of this programme are multi-dimensional,
flexible and most importantly, desirable to stakeholders and employers.
We would like to announce that we are offering a scholarship for the
coming academic year.
http://www.um.edu.mt/icp/ma-marine-archaeology

University of Nottingham
Modules in Underwater Archaeology are taught at the Department of
Archaeology at the University of Nottingham. All levels are offered with
modules available as part of the Archaeology BA and BSc programmes, a
Masters by Research and a PhD in underwater archaeology topics.
The BA Archaeology aims to introduce the discipline of archaeology
and to explain how archaeologists use evidence to interpret the past.
Progression from the first-year core modules leads to a more in-depth,
scientific approach in the second and third years. The Underwater
Archaeology module functions as an introduction to the subject using
specific case studies, and will discuss the full range of underwater remains
from shipwrecks and sunken harbours to logboats and lake dwellings.
The university also offers a Masters by Research in Underwater
Archaeology and MA modules in underwater related topics. Research in
Underwater Archaeology related topics leading to PhD and MPhil is also
offered.
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/groups/uarc/related-courses/
index.aspx

Portsmouth University
MA Naval History, one year full time or two years
part time distance learning
What was the Royal Navy’s role in British history, and that of its
empire? Why did Nelson become such a hero and how was he
depicted? Through a unique partnership with the National Museum of the
Royal Navy, this programme explores these questions in the context of
400 years of naval history. You will examine the importance of the Royal
Navy to British and global history, while engaging with the life of the
ordinary sailor in peace and war, the cult of the naval hero, and the navy –
and its sailors – in popular culture. To do so, you will draw on a range of
naval experts, curators, and primary sources, including the rich collections
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of Portsmouth’s naval museums. The flexible distance format allows you
to learn from leading naval experts as well as the latest scholarship and
debates in the field. For full details see:
http://www.port.ac.uk/courses/history-politics-and-social-studies/
ma-naval-history/

University of Southampton
MA/MSc Maritime Archaeology (1 year)
Investigation of the maritime past has gathered rapid momentum in recent
years, becoming a dynamic and focused field of archaeology. As well as
investigating submerged landscapes, settlements and shipwrecks, the
whole ‘coastal zone’ is now being acknowledged as a priority in terms of
protection, management and research.
Archaeology graduates can develop an exciting specialism through
studying this Masters in Maritime Archaeology degree. Explore the
changing relationship people have had with the world’s oceans and seas
through the technologies of seafaring, histories of environmental change,
the record from submerged landscapes and coastal sites. You will receive
either an MA or MSc certificate on successful completion of this course,
depending on the research and focus of your dissertation.
The Masters course in Maritime Archaeology course provides
archaeology graduates with a fascinating specialism. Achieved through
a variety of theoretical classroom learning and practicing archaeology
in seas, rivers, lakes and intertidal environments. The in depth study of
past societies and their relationship with the water, provides you with the
opportunity to observe shipwrecks and the exhumed artefacts.
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/humanities/postgraduate/taught_
courses/taught_courses/archaeology/v400_ma_msc_maritime_
archaeology.page

Historic Vessel Conservation Qualification
Now Open for Applications
Course Overview
National Historic Ships UK are pleased to now offer a qualification in
Historic Vessel Conservation. This course is unique in addressing the
specialist knowledge needed to understand a historic vessel project. It will
establish a national standard, ensuring that the conservation work being
carried out on these craft follows recognized guidelines.
During the course, you will gain a real understanding of different
approaches, terminology, standards and outcomes and put these into
practise.
Duration 6 months
Cost of whole course £3100
Cost of individual unit £500
Rolling enrolment to suit the earner
Structured, supportive, flexible learning
This course is designed to be studied at a distance, giving you the flexibility
to learn from any location within a structured and supportive framework.
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The majority of your learning will be done online through the use of
an online virtual learning environment called Blackboard which can be
accessed by registered users.
http://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/pages/historic-vesselconservation-qualification.html?mc_cid=173dfd1f70&mc_
eid=51ee725801
However, online applications will not be possible through the National
Historic Ships UK website until its update is complete in March 2018. If
you would like more information, including how to apply, contact info@
nationalhistoricships.org.uk

Society for Nautical Research
Membership Report
1 October 2017 to 31 December 2017
New Members
Christian Algar London
Ivan Jakobson Jutland, Denmark
Nick Hewitt Portsmouth, Hampshire
David Fictum Elkhorn, Wisconsin, USA
Graeme Tipp Eltham, London
Colin Forsyth British Columbia, Canada
Sylvain Roy Quebec, Canada
Alan Trendell Croydon, London
Charles Murray Sale, Trafford
Ming Chen Beijing, China
John Kaye Ulston, Cumbria
William Waller Dublin, Ireland
Students
Michael Hanking-Evans Cranleigh, Surrey
Elizabeth Duchovni New York, USA
Camilla Moore Southampton, Hampshire
Callum O’Connell Winchester, Hampshire
Reported Deaths
Norman Jones Hornchurch, Essex
W. Scheeres Netherlands
Michael Wood Morayshire, Scotland

The Editor of Topmasts is grateful to Bob Smith for sharing the burden of
editing and collating the contents of the newsletter and to Paula Turner,
our production editor and typesetter.
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