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Chairman’s Column
SNR Membership Survey

Although Society membership has been growing steadily over the last few 
years, Council is keen to ensure that members’ views are considered and 
taken into account in planning our way forward. Under Lorna Campbell’s 
leadership, the Publications and Marketing Committee took the initiative, 
and in October of last year a short, unattributable, survey was conducted 
to help us to learn more about members’ interests and what you seek to 
gain from your membership. The survey closed in December and the 
response to the survey was most encouraging with approximately half the 
membership, some 560 members, responding and taking part. The aim of 
the subsequent analysis of the survey, which is being undertaken by Chris 
Holt, has been to help us to plan our activities, events and publications 
over the coming years.

The questions covered by the survey were pitched to encourage 
participation and to gain views, without the taking part being overwhelming 
and off-putting. The questions were

1  How did you find out about the Society?
2  Why did you join SNR and what do you look for from your 

membership?
3  What kind of membership do you have?
4  Which term best describes your interest in maritime history?
5  Which SNR services and publications have you accessed in the last 

12 months?
6  How many times have you attended the following SNR sponsored 

events over the last 5 years? 

More than one choice was allowed in answering the first question, but 
The Mariner’s Mirror was clearly the main means by which people find 
out about the Society. Word of mouth was the second most frequent 
answer, followed by the website. Flyers, email, other forms of electronic 
communication and the postcard were all quite low – possibly because of 
their recent addition to the SNR, but also due to the fact that a majority of 
the members who responded joined the Society before these were in place.

The second question was an open question inviting members’ views 
directly on the benefits of membership, and resulted in well over 400 
statements with a wealth of very detailed information. Careful analysis 
of the wide-ranging responses is being undertaken, but what was most 
interesting was that a number of responses specifically mentioned being 
part of a like-minded community of interest. Maritime historical research 
from the perspective of both academic and amateur studies, and everything 
to do with the sea and ships were constant themes: all in line with the aims 
of our founding fathers. There were numerous references to The Mariner’s 
Mirror. The accessibility of The Mariner’s Mirror online was recognized 
by many as being a great asset particularly to aid research, but also, very 
importantly, in providing educational knowledge, entertainment and 
information of general interest across the wide field of maritime history. 
This question also gave rise to more ideas for the future, such as an annual 
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conference, recordings of presentations such as the King’s Seminars being 
available on the website – and how about folk songs?

Members’ interests in maritime history were sought in the fourth 
question. Here the majority of members who responded see themselves 
either as independent researchers (not affiliated to a university, but also 
included those working in a different field within higher education), 
enthusiasts, or academics. Those working in the maritime sector represent 
a surprisingly small proportion especially when one considers the make-
up of our founding membership. Also of note was the relevantly small 
group of technical specialists – those working in maritime heritage, or 
construction of boats and indeed model boats.

The fifth question also invited multiple answers to give us a feel of how 
widely our services are used. Unsurprisingly The Mariner’s Mirror comes 
out top with regards to what people have accessed over the last 12 months, 
both online and hard copy. Surprisingly not all responders said they read 
The Mariner’s Mirror, so clearly there are some who don’t look at it. The 
website and Topmasts also have a significant following. The Forum, events, 
Twitter and Facebook all have access percentages of less than 20 per cent, 
so we need to take account of them. More analysis needs to be done: for 
example, are those that use Twitter the same as those who use Facebook, 
etc.?

The final question was aimed at attendance at SNR sponsored events. 
Perhaps unsurprisingly the numbers for all the events listed were relatively 
low, with King’s College Seminars being marginally the most frequented. 
Further analysis of the data will be needed to see whether there are overlaps 
in the groups and whether some respondents attend many more events 
than others. The one thing that does come through in the whole question 
is that of location, with claims that the SNR is London-centric. A number 
of respondents do mention difficulty in getting to the locations – usually 
because they live outside the UK, or are finding it difficult to get around.

My summary here is but a taste of the responses to the survey and clearly 
much will be gained by further analysis of the detailed comments made. 
I would like to thank Lorna for coming up with and running with the 
project, and to Chris for doing the detailed work of drawing conclusions 
from all the data collected. Finally I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to everyone who took part for their contributions and thoughts. 
The outcome of the survey will provide a surfeit of valuable information 
in planning the Society’s way forward.

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton
SNR Chairman

Editor’s Note

Welcome to the May edition of Topmasts. It is good to have in this edition 
a considerable number of items relating to the Society and its members – 
surely a sign of a lively and active organization. This edition also has many 
of the familiar features: an article which asks questions about the origin 
of the ‘crossing the T’ manoeuvre used at the battles of Trafalgar and 
Jutland, one that will hopefully will be useful to budding authors and one 
relating to the beautiful ship plans drawn by Philip Jesse Oke, who was 
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commissioned by SNR to produce plans of coastal sailing vessels in order 
to preserve a record of them as they disappeared from our shores. And 
this brings me to a significant development in the publishing of Topmasts. 

The article relating to the ship plans is accompanied by a detailed list of 
the whole collection (held at the National Maritime Museum), and another 
that guides readers to articles in The Mariner’s Mirror that relate to the 
vessels drawn by Philip Oke. In all these lists run to about 30 pages, so 
rather than burdening readers with ‘endless’ pages of lists when they are 
looking for the next article, these lists have been published as a Supplement 
to Topmasts 26 in order to provide the specialist easy access to further 
reading and to research data. Future supplements may be produced as 
required. This arrangement will allow authors to include materials such as 
longer reading lists and research material available for the reader.  

Additionally, it seemed the University Courses section could usefully 
be accessed directly online via the News & Topmasts tab on the SNR 
website;  it will appear in the ‘News Categories’ list on the right side of the 
page. Any changes or additions to these will always be made clear in the 
relevant Topmasts.

Please let me know what you think about these changes and, as always, 
do send in your articles and ideas for future developments in Topmasts.

Nigel Blanchford
topmasts@snr.org.uk 

A Privateer’s Peculiar Perpendicular Boarding 
Technique and its Potential After Effects
A man of genius makes no mistakes. His errors are volitional 

and are the portals of discovery. james joyce

James Joyce’s insight in Ulysses is self-evident from world-changing events 
such as the discovery of the Penicillium notatum by Alexander Fleming 
or Claude Bernard’s discovery that starving rabbits behave as carnivores. 
Historians are often led to ponder whether minor incidents from the past 
reverberate in more modern events. The ripples caused by the proverbial 
pebble always need time to reach the pond’s edges, but the link between 
cause and ultimate effect may appear tenuous when observed through the 
prism of history. As a sailor as well as a historian, I wonder if a connection 
is possible between a far-from-textbook encounter by Duguay-Trouin 
during the War of Spanish Succession and the ‘crossing of the T’ strategy 
practised during the battle of Jutland, over 200 years later.

The background to War of Spanish succession is rooted in competing 
demands and alliances. The Second Grand Alliance signed in 1701 
formalized the battle lines on which the War of Spanish Succession was 
played out and the scene was set.

As soon as the state of hostilities was declared, René Trouin, sieur du Gué, 
better known as Duguay-Trouin, resumed his privateering operations. He 
had been promoted to the French naval rank of capitaine de frégate légère 
(master and commander) as a reward for his many successes during the 
Nine Years’ War, the war fought by the First Grand Alliance. During most 
of this earlier conflict he commanded ships hired and armed by the Trouin 
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clan according to the proceedings called armement mixte, i.e. a shipping 
business mixing state properties and private money. The spoils from this 
operation would be apportioned between the private company and the 
state according to whether the King wished to stimulate the privateering 
sector or needed to fill the coffers of the state.

In August 1702 Duguay-Trouin was operating off Orkney1 with two 
ships from Brest, the Bellone, Fifth Rate (38), which he commanded 
himself, and the Railleuse, Sixth Rate (18), commanded by his uncle, 
Nicolas de La Mothe-Daniel, reinforced by the Saint-Esprit, a frégate 
malouine (38), whose master was Alain Porée. In two weeks, they had 
captured eight small Dutch or English merchantmen; one was let go free 
pending a ransom, while hostages remained as security until the proper 
payment was issued.2

On the morning of 7/18 September, 
heading alone towards the English Channel, 
Duguay-Trouin caught sight of a vessel 
downwind, which he identified as a Dutch 
Fifth Rate (38), the Sint Jacobus (under 
Lieutenant Jan Ruthe) probably dispatched 
to this area to protect herring fishing boats. 
Duguay-Trouin decided to board her. As 
the Bellone was about to come unchallenged 
alongside her prey, the Dutch captain un-
expectedly drove his ship into the wind. Taken by surprise by the 
manoeuvre and unable to reduce speed, Bellone’s bowsprit became deeply 
caught in the Dutchman’s main shroud. 

Duguay-Trouin’s position was desperate, the entangled Bellone could 
only use her two bow-chasers to oppose the raking fire of the Sint-
Jacobus’s full broadside and the bowsprit was now the only way to board.

However, the experienced French crew, led by Duguay-Trouin’s 
younger brother Nicolas, easily overwhelmed the Dutch, who were not 
trained for a game of this sort. Though the Sint-Jacobus ended up being 
an easy catch, the Bellone was damaged and obliged to seek the safety of a 
Shetland cove to assess and repair damage.

The fact that Duguay-Trouin turned this into a strategic advantage 
demonstrates the brilliance he was renowned for. Afterwards he regularly 
outmanoeuvred his enemies to make them fall foul to this ‘perpendicular 
boarding’ technique which became his signature move. Keeping most of 
his crew hidden in the battery or lying flat on the deck, he would approach 
his target leeward, feigning to come alongside for a classical boarding, 
receiving the fire of guns and small arms without retaliating. When 
coming close enough and level, he would simulate a miss in falling off 
and, having thus gained speed, he would then come into the wind ahead 
of his enemy. Totally surprised and unable to reduce speed, the opposing 
ship could do nothing but hit Duguay-Trouin’s vessel perpendicularly, 
deeply entwining her bowsprit in attacker’s main shroud. Once caught, 
the enemy was defenceless against the Frenchman’s full broadside, and 

1 Duguay-Touin (René Trouin, sieur du Gué, dit), Mémoires de monsieur Duguay-Trouin, 
lieutenant général des armées navales, Amsterdam, Pierre Mortier, 1741, 65ff.
2 Archives Nationales, G5 234 fo. 232 and G5 235, fos 39 and 265, ‘Conseil des prises; adjudications 
‘de bonne prise’ by Louis-Alexandre de Bourbon, comte de Toulouse, amiral de France’.

The situation on 7/8 September 1702
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would soon succumb to the boarding party rushing across the ‘bowsprit 
bridge’, the arrival of an ally being the only hope of rescue.

This technique was perhaps best executed during the capture of HMS 
Cumberland, which is certainly a showpiece of Duguay-Trouin’s naval 
talent and cunning.

In October 1707 three Third Rate 80s, the Cumberland, Devonshire 
and the Royal Oak, along with two Fourth Rates, the Chester (50) and 
Ruby (48) were deployed to escort a convoy of 130 sails heading from 
Plymouth to Lisbon, Portugal having joined the Second Grand Alliance in 
December 1703. The convoy was loaded with assorted merchandise, war 
supplies and a large number of horses to reinforce Charles von Hapsburg. 
Well informed by an excellent intelligence service, the French Secretary 
of State for the Navy, Jérôme de Pontchartrain, was eager to thwart the 
alliance’s reinforcement effort. Fortunately, Brest hosted two squadrons 
able to accomplish such a task. The first of these was under the command of 
Claude, comte de Forbin, recently promoted chef d’escadre (rear-admiral].3 
It was made up of six vessels home-based in Dunkirk and conventionally 
armed (i.e. armed by the king for the king): four Third Rates, the Mars 
(54), flagship, Blakoual ex-Blakwall, Fourth Rate English prize (54), Protée 
ex-Amphitrite (52) and Salisbury ex-Salisbury, Fourth Rate English prize 
(52), and two Fourth Rates, the Gerzé ex-Jersey, Fourth Rate English prize 
(46) and Griffon (48). This squadron had been at sea since early spring and 
victorious over the Anglo-Dutch on several occasions. But now, with ships 
out of condition and exhausted crews, Forbin’s only desire was to get back 
safely to Dunkirk. The second squadron commanded by Duguay-Trouin, 
now capitaine de vaisseau (captain), was of a totally different make up. Less 
conventionally armed (i.e. armement mixte) it was composed of six vessels 
home-based in Brest and hired by Trouin’s family for privateering: a Second 
Rate, the Lys (78), flagship, three Third Rates, the Achille (64), Jason (54) 
and Maure (54) and two Fourth Rates, the Amazone (40) and Gloire (38). 
The squadron, freshly careened and hulls clean, had just embarked on this 
campaign and was recently back from a fruitless cruise in the East Atlantic. 
Unsurprisingly, Duguay-Trouin was keen to fight for the glory of his king 
and his crews were eager for their share of the spoils of war.

As they sailed out in concert on 8/19 October, the French totalled 12 
men-of-war against the British five, and 634 guns to pit against their 338. 
However, this French superiority was undermined by the unmatched 
combat readiness of the two squadrons and the lacklustre cooperation 
between the two flag officers who never even met to plan the operation. 
Forbin could not hide the contempt in which he held Duguay-Trouin who 
discreetly paid him back in kind. 

The engagement against the Alliance’s convoy occurred on the 10th/21st. 
Duguay-Trouin’s swifter vessels were few miles ahead when they caught 
sight of the British off the Lizard in Cornwall. He decided at once to strike 
and prevent the escape of the merchant-men placed leeward of the escort. 
Ably assisted by his faithful La Jaille, commanding the Gloire, he chose 
to attack the Cumberland, assigning the Royal Oak to the Achille, the 
Chester to the Jason, the Ruby to the Maure and leaving the Devonshire 
to Forbin.
3 Claude de Forbin, Mémoires du comte de Forbin, chef d’escadre, chevalier de l’ordre
militaire de Saint-Louis, Amsterdam, François Girard, 1729, vol. 2, 136ff.
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Duguay-Trouin planned to capture the Cumberland using his trusted 
signature manoeuvre, this time assisted by the Gloire, whom he had 
ordered to berth on the other side of his Lys to reinforce the boarding 
party.4

Duguay-Trouin’s Lys performed the ‘perpendicular boarding’ ruse 
as planned but a sudden change in wind direction precluded the Gloire 
from laying alongside the Lys and offer boarding reinforcement. Instead, 
La Jaille allowed Gloire to come directly alongside the Cumberland and 
so force her to defend herself on two fronts. His quick thinking was 
rewarded as the British crew was quickly overcome by the French and the 
Cumberland was compelled to strike her colours.5

Similarly overwhelmed, the Chester and the Ruby surrendered, the 
Devonshire exploded and the Royal Oak was forced to seek safety in 
Kinsale. Though a resounding victory for the French, William Laird 
Clowes remarked, ‘had they [Duguay-Trouin and Forbin] worked 
together better than they did, not a single ship, either of the escort or of 
the convoy, would have escaped them.’6

In order to achieve the pell-mell 
battle which he knew would be in his 
favour at Trafalgar,7 Nelson also used a 
perpendicular attack technique, splitting 
his forces in two columns and approaching 
the enemy at 90 degrees.8 Interestingly, 
one could argue that Nelson’s strategy 
may have been the result of the same 
inductive reasoning that Duguay-Trouin 
had benefitted so much from.

Though the engagement appeared 
more dangerous, Nelson’s ships in fact 
faced lesser hazards. Indeed, initially the 
opposing fleet’s broadsides were largely 
out of range, while their bow-chasers 

were carrying at a longer distance. As they approached, the enemy shots 
became more lethal but the number of guns bearing on a same target were 
fewer. Inversely when cutting the line, they were able to manage a raking 

4 Duguay-Touin Mémoires de monsieur Duguay-Trouin, 136ff.
5 Archives Nationales, G5 245 fos 55, 57 and 59, ‘Conseil des prises; adjudications ‘de bonne prise’ 
by Louis-Alexandre de Bourbon, comte de Toulouse, amiral de France’.
6 W. L. Clowes, The Royal Navy: A history from the earliest times to 1900, Chatham Publishing 
reprint, London, 1996, vol. 2, 12f.
7 T. Clayton and P. Craig, Trafalgar: The men, the battle, the storm, London, 2004.
8 E. H. Jenkins, Histoire de la marine française (traduction française), Paris, 1977, 302ff.

The engagement as planned for 10/11 October 1707 The engagement as executed on 10/11 October 1707

Etching of the battle from Duguay-Trouin’s 
memoires
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fire on both sides under the limited 
threat of a handful of retreat guns and 
bow-chasers.

Nelson’s strategy of perpendicularly 
cutting the enemy line could be at the 
origin of the crossing the T tactic: a 
speedier line of battleships crosses ahead 
of the enemy line at approximately 
ninety degrees, able to fire its full 
broadsides against adversaries limited to 
their A and B turrets. During the battle 
of Jutland, this manoeuvre was tried 
repeatedly and successfully on three 
occasions.9

The similarities between these 
engagements are striking, first the 
element of surprise that the tactic 
affords the assailants, second the 

perpendicular geometry of the manoeuvre, and finally the advantage given 
to swift attackers, thus able to use their full broadside against defenders’ 
sole fore guns. However, one must be wary of fitting interesting ideas to 
conveniently shaped historical patterns. More thorough analysis of naval 
tactics would help to determine if a dramatic encounter by Duguay-
Trouin did in fact lead to a lasting and fundamental rethinking in naval 
engagements.

Rear-Admiral Jean-Yves Nerzic, FN, Rtd
Overseas Corresponding Member, France

9 La bataille du Skagerrak (Bataille du Jutland) traduit par le lieutenant de vaisseau R. Jouan, 
Service historique de la marine allemande, Paris (1930), chart 23, 20:10–20:15 hours.

The battle of Trafalgar, 7 October 1805
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Writing for ‘The Mariner’s Mirror’
It is apparent that some members of SNR feel excluded from The 
Mariner’s Mirror because it is a peer-reviewed journal, which contains 
articles by academics. There seems to be an assumption that the journal 
has a ‘professional’ versus ‘amateur’ bias which places non-academics at 
a disadvantage, and added into the mix is a strong belief that submissions 
on naval history receive much more favourable treatment than those on 
mercantile matters.

A number of myths need to be busted, the first of which concerns 
what constitutes a professional historian, and whether you need to be an 
academic to write for The Mariner’s Mirror. The straight answer is that a 
professional historian is one who consults primary sources, analyses rather 
than assumes and produces a coherent article in plain English, which has 
a beginning, a middle and an end. An amateur will fail to do some or all 
of those things, and some of the worst offenders are those academics who 
attempt to mask poor research in obscurantist jargon. 

The second myth concerns peer reviewing. The term ‘peer’ is used 
here in the same sense as ‘judgement of your peers’, and has nothing to 
do with social or professional ranking. Your article will be passed by 
the editor to the (unpaid) peer reviewers without your name or details 
attached. Consequently the reviewers have no idea whether you are the 
Regius Professor of History at Oxford, or left school at 16 with no paper 
qualifications whatsoever. The aim of peer review is not to trip you up, 
but to consider whether you have your facts correct, whether you make 
your point and whether there is additional information that you should 
consider. As part of the process you may be asked to defend certain points, 
but that is a feedback loop that should not worry you. If you are correct, 
then you can enjoy defending yourself robustly, but if you have made a 
mistake, you need to embrace the error and re-write accordingly. Although 
you may find it irritating if your ‘baby’ is not received with unreserved 
acclamation, even senior professors find themselves making amendments 
to their work. You should also bear in mind that the reviewers and the 
editor have all been through the same process. Do not be too proud to 
accept their advice. Some toing and froing may prove necessary before it is 
all finished, but be assured that the end result will be a better article.

The third myth is that naval history articles are favoured over those 
covering the mercantile world. Apart from anything else this assumes that 
the editor receives so many submissions that articles can be rejected purely 
on the grounds of blind prejudice. Given that neither the present editor, 
nor his predecessor, can be accused of being naval historians, it would also 
be a very odd form of prejudice on their part. You may think that too many 
articles are being published about a particular area, rather than the subject 
in which you are interested, and at times the balance may well veer in one 
direction. However, it is an unfortunate fact that unless people submit 
articles, they cannot be considered, let alone published. Consequently, 
rather than complaining about those who write about their interests, it 
would be better to consider researching and writing about yours. 

The final myth that I wish to bust is that of academics in ivory towers 
taking over the world of maritime history (‘It’s a Conspiracy!’). Possibly 
the only historian in recent memory who had the money to live in an 
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ivory tower was the late Sir Steven Runciman (1903–2000), who owed his 
lifestyle to the fortune that he inherited from his shipping magnate father. 
By contrast the average academic of today does not live in a Brideshead 
Revisited/Downton Abbey world, does not enjoy a great salary, may well 
lack secure tenure, and has to balance time spent on research and writing 
against the prior demands of teaching, and university bureaucracy.

In the real world what can you do to help get your article published? 
Here are some pointers, most of which can be read across to Topmasts:
•	 Read through some recent editions of The Mariner’s Mirror, and 

take note of how the articles are written.

•	 Lay out your work out strictly in accordance with The Mariner’s 
Mirror style guide, which is on the SNR website. It may seem very 
pedantic, requiring an inordinate amount of time to use italics for 
some things, and so on. Bear in mind that it is your article, and if 
you cannot be bothered to take the time to do all this, why should 
anyone else? 

•	 Planning is vital. In particular you should take great care over the 
introduction, because it is impossible to write a coherent article if 
you have not decided what it is that you wish to achieve. Similarly 
the conclusion cannot be at odds with the introduction or the main 
body of the text (‘the middle’). 

•	 Marshal your facts, and do not over-complicate things. Having 
done your research the temptation is to include everything. That 
temptation must be resisted. You need to write in a logical order, 
and exclude all irrelevancies and padding. Further judicious pruning 
and weeding always pays dividends. 

•	 Reading through your article out loud is a well-proven way of 
improving it. Ideally you should have a critical listener, but even 
doing it alone makes you think about readability, and pick up on 
drafting errors. Cut and paste is a notable source of unintentional 
mistakes. 

Maritime history covers a very wide spectrum, and articles often include 
elements from a number of areas, rather than being restricted to a binary 
naval–mercantile split. Those articles that concentrate on less common 
themes are particularly welcome as they help to liven up the journal.

Frank Scott
Fellow, Society for Nautical Research 
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The Small Craft Plans of Philip Jesse Oke
The Small Craft Plans of Philip Jesse Oke

The drawings relevant to this note are of Fidelity, a Scottish Zulu built 
1904, and Dora, a Solway Firth Annan whammel net boat built 1900, and 
are the work of Philip Jesse Oke. Due to limitations on space, the drawings 
reproduced here are small. To fully appreciate the drawings they can be 
accessed from the National Maritime Museum’s website: 

Images of Dora
http://images.rmg.co.uk/en/search/do_quick_search.html?q=J9610
http://images.rmg.co.uk/en/search/do_quick_search.html?q=J9609
Images of Fidelity 
http://images.rmg.co.uk/en/search/do_quick_search.
html?q=M057*

Philip Oke was born in 1907 in Liverpool. He appears to have gone 
to sea and then worked for some time as a draughtsman at the Plymouth 
Dockyards and then later for the National Maritime Museum. He died 
young in a motorcycle road accident in about 1943. 

The early years of the twentieth century before the First World War 
witnessed a rapid decline in the last vestige of large ocean-going sail 
within the British merchant marine fleet, namely the steel-hulled and 
sparred ocean-going bulk carrier. The home trade was also by then 
dominated by the small steamer which had almost entirely swept away 
the coasting schooner and ketch and other like types, albeit not quite yet 
the London River and East Coast sailing barge. The huge English and 
Scottish fleets working the offshore fisheries had also by 1914 become 
largely the province of the steam and steel trawler with the Lowestoft and 
Brixham sailing trawler fleets as the only notable survivors of past times. 
The internal combustion engine had also begun to gain acceptance in place 
of steam by 1914. 

However before and after the First World War there could still be found 
all around the British Isles a large number of varied types of locally built 
wooden carvel and clench built, pulling and sailing, beach and harbour 
craft working the inshore fisheries. 

Steam propulsion (as opposed to a steam donkey engine) was a quite 
impractical proposition for the smaller type of working fishing craft. 
The internal combustion engine (in its varying spark ignition, hot bulb 
and compression ignition forms) was seen to be the way forward here 
but early motors were not cheap, of initially unproven reliability and had 
to be seen to pay their way in a trade which was notorious for its risks 
and meagre returns. The motor was in any event still a very unfamiliar 
thing to the men working the craft in these fisheries and, for a variety 
of reasons, not all traditional hull forms were really suited to adaption 
to power. All the same there was a marked move in the inter-war years 
from sail to power. Going over completely to power provided economies 
through greater catches and quicker navigation to and from the fisheries, 
while the auxiliary motor/sailor arrangement often proved to be the worst 
of all worlds.

Nonetheless carvel and clench built boats of traditional, or largely 
traditional, regional form survived far longer than sail itself and only 

http://images.rmg.co.uk/en/search/do_quick_search.html?q=J9610
http://images.rmg.co.uk/en/search/do_quick_search.html?q=J9609
http://images.rmg.co.uk/en/search/do_quick_search.html?q=M057*
http://images.rmg.co.uk/en/search/do_quick_search.html?q=M057*
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much more recently has the move to GRP, welded steel and aluminium 
construction been effectively completed. The mud creek, harbour 
backwater and foreshore are no longer the graveyard of the wooden hulks 
and bare ribs of craft that have reached the end of their working lives. A 
wooden boat could be built almost anywhere, even in the open, on any 
convenient foreshore or alongside any creek or river by a boatbuilder with 
the very minimum of capital investment in tools, plant and infrastructure 
and reliance on other trades.

So far as the pulling craft were concerned it was really only the advent 
of the outboard motor, and the lightweight high-speed diesel engine that 
ousted the oar for the smallest types. Even the adoption of the outboard 
motor for such types often necessitated at least some adjustment to 
traditional hull forms such as adoption of an enlarged and strengthened 
transom or installation of an inboard well for the outboard as in the case of 
a type well known to the present writer, namely the Poole Harbour punt 
or skiff commonly known locally as a ‘flatty’.

The second, and considerably expanded, edition of Herbert Warrington 
Smyth’s seminal 1906 work Mast and Sail in Europe and Asia appeared in 
1929. Frank Carr’s two works, Sailing Barges (1931) and Vanishing Craft: 
British coastal types in the last days of sail (1934), the latter published by 
Country Life with drawings by Frank Mason, also excited considerable 
wider public interest in the fast disappearing local types of coastal craft 
around British shores. Other notable works published at around this time 
include E. C. Pain’s The Last of Our Luggers and the Men Who Sailed 
Them, (1929), R. Thurston-Hopkin’s Small Sailing Craft, (1931), Peter 
F. Anson’s Mariners of Brittany (1931), and Ernest Dade’s delightfully 
illustrated Sail and Oar: Drawings of Yorkshire’s North Sea fishery before 
the advent of steam (1933).

This growing interest in the last days of traditional local craft was 
reflected within the SNR by the appearance of an increasing number of 
excellent articles on working coastal sail in The Mariner’s Mirror. Howard 
Chapelle’s article (still useful today) in The Mariner’s Mirror for 1933, ‘The 
Sources of Plans of British Fishing Boats’, ended with a plea to record the 
lines of vanishing traditional craft. The Society’s Annual Lecture for 1934 
was delivered by Frank Carr who after giving an overview of the surviving 
types of coastal craft of the British Isles set out a detailed plan of action for 
the Society’s involvement in recording details of these craft for posterity. 

Pursuant to this plan in 1934 the Coastal (later Coastal and River) Craft 
subcommittee of the SNR was instituted. The subcommittee was very 
active in implementing a great deal of Carr’s proposals. Its most significant 
work was undoubtedly the commissioning (with the assistance of a grant 
from the Pilgrim Trust) of Philip Oke to take off the lines and prepare full 
drawings of as many types of vanishing coastal craft as was possible within 
the limitations imposed by the funds available for the work. 

A very full description of the work of the SNR in this connection in 
the years immediately before and after the Second World War and the 
background to the employment of Oke on this task and his work is to be 
found in P. A. B. Thomson’s most valuable 2011 Austin Farrar Memorial 
article published in The Mariner’s Mirror which should be read in 
conjunction with Carr’s 1934 annual lecture. 

The Oke drawings (along with other plans submitted by other parties to 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Herbert+Warington+Smyth%22&source=gbs_metadata_r&cad=7
https://www.google.co.uk/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Herbert+Warington+Smyth%22&source=gbs_metadata_r&cad=7
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=20532038897&searchurl=kn%3Dsail%2Band%2Boar%2Bernest%2Bdade%26sortby%3D17&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title7
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=20532038897&searchurl=kn%3Dsail%2Band%2Boar%2Bernest%2Bdade%26sortby%3D17&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title7
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the SNR at around the same time) are lodged by the SNR with the National 
Maritime Museum which has kindly agreed to reproduction with this note 
of the drawings of Fidelity and Dora. A list of the Oke drawings (and a 
few others prepared at around by the same era by other SNR members) 
held by the museum accompanies this note.

The drawings possess a certain ineffable grace and artistry and serve as 
fine examples of the art and science of the ship’s draftsman in age before 
the advent of computer assisted design and drafting. For the most part 
plans and half models/lines were not generally prepared by the builder of 
small craft so the drawings have particular importance for that reason if no 
other. The drawings contain the hull’s lines in drawn in usual way along 
with annotations as to the sizes and types of timber used in the frames, 
keel, hull planking, decks and spars etc, details of fittings and the standing 
and running rigging and sail plans.

A typical set of Oke drawings, showing Oke’s style and attention to 
detail and accuracy at its best, featured in part one of James Hornell’s two 
1938 articles in The Mariner’s Mirror on the fishing luggers of Hastings.

A few (but not many) of the Oke drawings were also published in a 
short series of the articles on traditional small craft written by Oke himself 
which appeared in the Yachting Monthly (edited by Maurice Griffiths) 
shortly before the Second World War. These were intended as a sequel 
to an earlier extensive series of articles in that magazine on the subject by 
the naval architect and yacht designer William Maxwell Blake (1874–1939) 
and other earlier articles in the magazine in a similar vein. 

The Yachting Monthly articles by Blake and Oke were very well done 
with photographs to accompany the drawings along with details of the 
scantlings and descriptions of surviving vessels and their employment, 
history and ability. The articles are well worth seeking out. The Blake 
plans are held in a private collection.

Post-war, though the SNR commissioned no new drawings, interest in 
the subject continued and a proliferation of published works by Frank 
Carr, Basil Greenhill, Edgar March and others appeared on the subject. 
Basil Greenhill and David MacGregor’s 1960 article for The Mariner’s 
Mirror contained an excellent description and set of drawings of the Mary 
of Truro coasting smack. This was at much the same time as an explosion 
of similar interest across the Atlantic in traditional American small craft 
where Howard Irving Chapelle’s (1901–75) magnificent American Small 
Sailing Craft: Their design, development, and construction was published 
in 1951. By the 1970’s there was an active movement to restore and actively 
sail traditional working craft which continues to this day though that 
aspect has perhaps attracted rather less attention in The Mariner’s Mirror. 

A few of the Oke drawings were used in a couple of articles in The 
Mariner’s Mirror by R. J. H. Lloyd and the drawings also appeared in 
Basil Greenhill’s The Merchant Schooners (1951) and Edgar J March’s 
Sailing drifters (1952) and Sailing Trawlers (1953).

More recently The Chatham Directory of Inshore Craft: Traditional 
Working Vessels of the British Isles (1997) edited by Basil Greenhill and 
Julian Mannering (where the reader will find a description of the Fidelity 
and Dora) reproduced in a rather bigger format some two thirds of the Oke 
drawings, and most of the Blake drawings too. Then Eric McKee’s Working 
Boats of Britain: Their shape and purpose (1983), took the recording work 
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of Oke, Blake and many others along with much original research as much 
of the basis for an examination of the multiple conflicting factors affecting 
inshore craft design and usage.

The photos in the Yachting Monthly articles and Inshore Craft are 
largely taken from the collection of small craft photographic collection 
of Commander Oliver Hill (the SNR sometime small craft committee 
chairman who appears to have travelled with Oke on his work for the 
SNR) as now also held by the National Maritime Museum.

The Oke drawings have, however, never been published in their entirety 
as a set and those drawings that have appeared in print have been generally 
reproduced to a much reduced scale. Quite a few have never been published 
at all and very few of the drawings are presently available to the public 
in some digitalised format. The SNR is keen to ensure that this valuable 
resource is more accessible through one or other means. 

The cost of digitizing the drawings, for use as a resource in itself but 
also perhaps as a necessary preliminary to publication in book form of the 
drawings, is considerable, though, and the SNR would be most pleased to 
hear from any member who believes that he might be able to provide any 
assistance in this respect. 

Paul Budgen
SNR Member 

Editor’s note: The articles in The Mariner’s Mirror referred to above, along 
with a selection of other articles over the years of background interest 
on this subject matter, are listed in chronological order in Supplement to 
Topmasts 26 which can be found in the main Topmasts index on the SNR 
website below this edition. Also in the supplement is the complete list of 
all the Philip Jesse Oke drawings held by the National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich.

The Fenland Lighter Project
North Sea privateering as ‘an additional hazard’ 

to British commerce
These 2018 FLP columns consider the seagoing trade with which the 
Fenland lighters co-operated during their long heyday around 1700–1850. 
In Topmasts 25 there was comment on the natural hazards provided by the 
North Sea. This time attention centres on the dangers that resulted from 
hostile privateering, and it is obviously impossible to provide more than a 
‘flavour’ of what was involved. Such flavour was particularly sharp during 
the French Revolutionary Wars. With that in mind, consideration goes to 
two noteworthy French privateer-captains, whose operations in British 
home waters formed a remarkable threat to merchant shipping.

Dunkirk was the home port of Captain Etienne-Jean Blanckeman 
(the surname’s spelling varied slightly in some documentation), and it 
was a location with longstanding links to French privateering. At times, 
indeed, there was a marked Anglophone tendency to use ‘Dunkirker’ as a 
description for any French privateer operating in or near to British home 
waters. Under the particular circumstances of the French Revolutionary 
Wars, Blanckeman acquired remarkable celebrity or notoriety, depending 
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on viewpoints. Various tales were circulated about his name and origins, 
some claiming that he was actually Irish or American. The Chasseur, his 
fast-sailing raider, became something of a byword in British shipping 
circles.

It is understandable that Captain Blanckeman came to figure in regional 
newspapers such as the Stamford Mercury, which enjoyed wide distribution 
within various eastern counties of England. In its edition for 5 December 
1800, for instance, there was rueful comment on his ‘many depredations 
on the East coast of Britain’. In due course, the same newspaper described 
him as ‘this active and enterprising enemy’.

Captain Pierre-Édouard Plucket (his privateering rank is used here, but 
he also held the naval rank of Lieutenant) was of Dunkirk origin. During 
the 1790s he led a series of very successful operations against merchant 
shipping. Captured by HMS Vestal in 1797, he spent some time in England 
as a prisoner of war. By 1799, however, he was in command of the Résolu 
de Calais, a privateer which carried him upon an extended North Sea foray 
that excited considerable comment. At the time of the Peace of Amiens, 
various health problems led on to Plucket’s long retirement, some of it 
evidently spent in Holland where he married a Dutch lady.

At an advanced age he was inducted into the Legion of Honour, with 
a special commendation from the French naval ministry. A noteworthy 
edition of Plucket’s memoirs was published in 1956 (see Some Suggested 
Reading). This same edition was prepared under the supervision of A. 
Mabille de Poncheville, a respected historian of Flanders and a member 
of the Académie Royale de Belgique. A detailed listing of the merchant 
vessels captured or destroyed by Plucket at various times (half-a-hundred 
of them in total) is included.

Raiders such as the Résolu de Calais and Chasseur were quite sizeable 
vessels, but many North Sea privateers were much smaller. Terms such 
as ‘beggarly little craft’ were commonly applied to them by British 
commentators: many of these smaller privateers were lug rigged (see the 
drawing below). Over the years, the FLP has been in various discussions 
about the general characteristics and operational practices of such raiders. 

Diagram of a privateer lugger, used in bygone correspondence
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Among other correspondents was the late John Bethell, that well-known 
SNR member, who had a strong interest in traditional French vessel-types. 
It would appear that British regional newspaper comment on French 
privateering in the North Sea tended to be particularly acrimonious when 
it came to the ‘small fry’: words such as ‘piratical’ commonly figured in 
that context. How far this attitude was justified is by no means clear.

Be that last point as it may, there can be little doubt about the very 
real interest which regional newspapers had in the more general aspects 
of French commerce raiding in the North Sea. Reports of captures made 
by the privateers were sometimes balanced by accounts of narrow escapes 
from such pursuers. At other times, newspapers would dwell on the 
capture of privateers by British naval forces, or on the recapture of vessels 
that had fallen into French hands. Such newspaper material deserves 
attention, for it throws light on the state of public awareness, especially 
the widespread recognition that whatever happened out at sea could well 
affect distribution of goods even far inland.

In conclusion, it seems worthwhile to make the following points. This 
present FLP column involves various interactions, not just between sea-
going and riverine trade, but also between merchant shipping and warlike 
vessels – some attacking British commerce, others supporting it. And all 
these interactions were taking place within a wide-ranging context of 
extraordinary socio-political upheaval which would ultimately do much 
to shape the present-day world.

Some suggested reading
C. B. Norman, The Corsairs of France (London 1887): an interesting 
Victorian effort to provide a balanced view of French privateering’s 
influential and sometimes controversial role. See also H. J. K. Jenkins, 
‘Images in Peace and War: British Sea-going Trade and French Commerce 
Raiding, circa 1790–1801’, in P.-G. Boucé (ed.), Guerres et paix: la Grande-
Bretagne au XVIIIe siècle (Paris 1998), vol. 1, 83–95. This article considers 
the particularly complex background of the period – leading, for example, 
to Revolutionary France’s view that most of American seagoing commerce 
had become, in effect, a mere adjunct of British trading activity.

Regarding Captain Plucket’s privateering, see Journal de bord du corsaire 
Plucket (Paris 1956). Originally published in the nineteenth century, this 
book’s 1956 edition (see previous comment in main text) received the eye-
catching title shown here. However, the content is actually more memoir 
than logbook. Caution is therefore necessary when approaching some 
passages. As a general comment, though, the book provides a lively and 
thought-provoking source. See also H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘Privateersmen at 
Peterborough: Controversial captives during the French Revolutionary 
Wars’, Northamptonshire Past and Present (Northants Record Society), 
no. 58 (2005), 70–80.

H. J. K. Jenkins 
SNR Member
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Ascension Island Artefact Identification
A Brief 200-year Island History

Prior to 1815 Ascension Island in the South Atlantic was uninhabited until 
a garrison of Royal Marine Light Infantry was established to prevent the 
possible use by the French to rescue Napoleon Bonaparte from St Helena, 
600 nautical miles to the south-east. He died there in 1822. Already taking 
on a new role, Ascension Island supported the West African Squadron 
suppressing the slave trade; the Great Stores building was built reputed at 
the time to be the largest building in the southern hemisphere. Following 
the laying of the first telegraph cable to North America in 1866, a 
worldwide network was established with the Island as a hub for these new 
undersea cables first from South Africa, and later to South America and 
West Africa; it is now run by Cable & Wireless using satellites. During the 
Second World War American army engineers built an airfield that would 
refuel 20,000 aircraft in transit for the war in North Africa, later flying on 
to the Far East. In 1961 the BBC established a relay station to transmit the 
Overseas Service to Africa and South America that continues to this day. 
The island’s airfield fulfilled a vital role during the 1982 Falklands War and 
continues to be the ‘Air Bridge’ to the Falkland Islands. The Composite 
Signals Organisation (CSO), an offshoot of GCHQ and the US equivalent, 
operates intelligence gathering cells while the European Space Agency has 
a station for tracking Ariane launches. The NASA station closed down 
some years ago but the US still monitors the Eastern Test Range for rocket 
tests from Florida. The non-indigenous population seldom exceeds 900 
people. 

The artefacts are shown on the next page. The first one can be seen in 
the island’s Heritage Society’s Museum at Fort Hayes; the second one is in 
a new purpose-built air-conditioned museum building.

Answers to artefact identification in Topmasts 27.

Figure 1 There are 40 extinct 
volcanoes; Green Mountain rises to 
2,818 feet
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Answers to artefact identification in Topmasts 25:

  
 
Left: Uncertain; my best guess is that they are locking arms used in the 
ship’s captain’s quarters to locate panels when the captain’s cabin is dis-
mantled at the time of going into action. The top piece has a copper nail 
acting as a pivot point. I would be interested to hear any other possible 
identification.

Artefact 1, recovered by St 
Helenian Jimmy Young while 
diving in Clarence Bay. 

What is its purpose?

Artefact 2: what was the origin of this brass plate recovered in 1992 from a French Puteaux 155 mm mobile gun lying 
on the seabed approximately one mile due west of Clarence Bay?

Left, pieces of copper, 3 mm thick with broad arrows on both sides. The top piece is Pom/83/
JMB/83) with a 15 mm copper nail acting as a pivot point, about 1805. The one below, Pom/86/
LP/86, is of a different design. Right, copper coin, diameter 33 mm (approx.) with four 
countermarks, Pom/80/DW/01
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Right: Malta 4-Tari copper coin pre-1646 with countermarks for 1646, 
1696, 1741 and 1778. The coin was identified by Mr Edward Besly, the 
British Museum’s Coins & Medals Department. 

John M. Bingeman, FSNR
SNR Vice-President

Editor’s note: John and his wife Jane have been regular visitors to Ascension 
Island. In 1979 John was joint organizer of a services diving expedition to 
study marine life and went on to supervise RAF recreational diving in 
1992–3. In 2005 John and Jane published Ascension Island: Inshore sea life 
that identified the inshore fish, including 11 species unique to the island. 
In 2013 the book prompted a Darwin Initiative project to carry out a 
comprehensive study by professional marine biologists.

SNR News
Not Quite a Magic Money Tree, But . . .

Lest we forget, we are the Society for Nautical Research – my emphasis 
– and therefore, the Research and Programmes Committee, which I chair 
(and which will soon hold its hundredth meeting), naturally occupies a 
central place in the Society’s work. However, the nature and extent of 
what we do is not always as visible as it could be. The timely arrival 
of The Mariner’s Mirror on doormats each quarter demonstrates that 
the Hon. General Editor, the Editorial Board and the Publications and 
Marketing Committee are doing their jobs efficiently and successfully, 
and the same principle could be applied to Topmasts, the website, and 
the Society’s social media accounts. These are obvious, tangible proofs 
of the Society’s work; and while some may mutter that, say, the Mirror 
contains too few articles on this, no longer contains interesting sections 
like that, is too academic, or is not academic enough, the simple fact of 
the Mirror’s continued existence (when, for example, its transatlantic 
counterpart The American Neptune went to the wall years ago) is by far 
the most important consideration. By contrast, the work of the ‘R & P’ 
committee is rather less visible, and I thought it was high time we blew 
our own trumpet a little more loudly.

The committee’s two principal roles are to judge the annual Anderson 
award for the best maritime book published in a calendar year, and to 
support nautical research by awarding money from the Anderson and 
Tomlin funds, the precise history and nature of which can be found 
on the Society’s website. The Anderson medal is, rightly, very highly 
regarded, and over the years it has been won by many of the world’s most 
distinguished maritime historians; again, a list can be found on our website. 
The awarding process is rigorous. We begin to garner nominations before 
the end of the calendar year in question, and by the following spring, we 
have a long list that can contain well over 20 titles. This is whittled down to 
a shortlist of five or six at our summer meeting, with the titles in question 
providing the judges with ample holiday reading! The winner is decided 
at our October meeting, and announced following ratification by the 
December meeting of Council. The winner for 2016, Innes McCartney, 
presented a talk about his book on the archaeology of the battle of Jutland 
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at Greenwich on 26 April. Meanwhile, the process of narrowing down the 
plentiful nominations for the 2017 award is already well advanced. 

The annual Anderson prize recognizes a single book, but in recent years, 
some of us felt that this did not recognize other forms of achievement, or 
other forms of publication. Consequently, Council agreed that we should 
institute an additional Anderson medal for lifetime achievement, which 
would not be annual but awarded on an occasional basis. The criteria for 
this new award were written deliberately to look beyond the traditional 
emphasis on weighty, conventionally published, academic books: so, for 
example, it would be possible to bestow this award on those who had 
published principally in journals or in electronic formats, such as websites, 
blogs and podcasts, or whose contribution had been in, for example, what 
might be termed ‘local studies’. The first Anderson award for lifetime 
achievement was made last year to a distinguished academic, Professor 
John Hattendorf, who has published relatively few monographs, but 
whose individual essays, edited volumes, and contributions to conferences 
(such as our own at Greenwich in September) make him one of the true 
giants in the field of nautical research. 

The other central element of the R & P committee’s work is the award 
of grants. Some of these are of very long standing, notably our financial 
support of the conference for New Researchers in Maritime History 
(held this year at Bristol in April) and of the King’s Seminars in maritime 
history. One of the conditions for the award of these funds is that the 
society’s support should be properly acknowledged, and those who attend 
these events should see the Society’s logo on prominent display. (If you 
don’t, please report it to us.) However, the fact that the King’s Seminars 
naturally take place in London, and that most of the society’s meetings 
and events are held in Greenwich, opens us up to the charge of being 
too London-centric, and partly to address that, but also because it is a 
worthy cause in its own terms, we have recently begun to provide annual 
financial support for Maritime History North, which has held a number of 
excellent conferences and events in such locations as Hull and Liverpool. 
As the conversation following the Greenwich conference revealed, we 
have also provided support in recent years to conferences in Glasgow, as 
well as to one in Amsterdam, and to the exciting conference on ‘Maritime 
Masculinities’ in Oxford. But we do not seek out worthy causes: the onus 
is on any event or organization seeking financial support from the SNR to 
approach us. That said, we are always keen, if we can, to support worthy 
causes a very long way from Greenwich!

Numerically, though, far more awards are made to individual students 
and other researchers to support aspects of their work. We do not pay 
for subsistence, and scrutinise requests for travel expenses very carefully, 
but with those caveats, we are prepared to support a very wide range of 
applications. Within the last four years, for example, we have granted 
funds to research into the following, inter alia, and I hope that this list will 
also help to explode the persistent myths that the society focuses too much 
on naval history, or on British (and, if a Welshman dare say it, English) 
history alone, or on the study of any single period. In a nutshell, we do not 
start from any preconceived view of what maritime history is, or ought to 
be, or of what the term ‘nautical research’ ought to mean.
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•	 British Lightships 1732–1989
•	 Private Shipping in Renaissance Venice 1480–1550
•	 ‘Royal Naval Coast Volunteers and Development of the British 

Naval Reserve’
•	 Fluid Economies, Fluid Identities: Gender, Water and Work in 

Britain 1750–1918
•	 Flag Officers of the Royal Navy during the First World War
•	 Nineteenth-century British Seafarers and Maritime Communities
•	 Cultural and Material History of the Hammock’s Adoption by the 

Navies of Post-Columbian Europe
•	 Hanoverian Liverpool’s Understudied Business: The Whaling Trade 

1750–1815
•	 Health Care in the English East India Company 1601–25
•	 The Royal Navy: The First Public Prosecutor
•	 Old Technology and the New World: The Ordinary Merchant Ship 

in the British American Atlantic 1600–1800

During this period, we have also made grants to students and others 
to attend, and present papers at, conferences or seminars in Australia, 
Denmark and Italy, and to undertake research in Canada and the United 
States. 

It has been particularly gratifying to see a truly extraordinary increase in 
the number of applications, demonstrating a greatly increased awareness of 
the society and its funds – something that both the R & P and Publications 
and Marketing committees have deliberately targeted. In 2015 we had five 
applications for funds, and gave awards to three; this year, we have had 
20, and made awards to 11 (one of these being to three people). While the 
scale of this sudden increase was unexpected, and caused us (and the Hon. 
Treasurer!) a few preliminary headaches, it was nonetheless gratifying to 
see that we had amply achieved our objective. When it comes to grant 
applications, the message is simple: the more the merrier, and if the number 
of applications doubles or trebles next year, I, for one, would not be happier. 
Please be aware, too, that we do not make awards solely to postgraduate 
students, or to ‘professional’ academics. Every application is treated on its 
individual merits, and in that sense, the background of the person making 
the application is certainly not the most important criterion. Having 
said that, we are very aware of the fact that, perhaps inevitably, much of 
our research funding currently goes to those working or studying in the 
university sector, and we are looking at ways of broadening our outreach. 
Having spent 30 years teaching in secondary education, I am very keen for 
the society to encourage interest in, and study of, maritime matters at that 
level, too, and we are currently examining potential ways of achieving that 
aim. For example, at A level, the relatively new ‘EPQ’ (Extended Project 
Qualification) allows students to research subjects of their own choosing 
– and naturally, if an appropriate way can be found, we would love to 
encourage more and more of them to choose maritime-related themes.

In this as in several other ways the committee is always looking for 
potential new ways of fulfilling its remit, thereby both enhancing what 
the society provides for its members and raising the profile of maritime 
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research per se. Our conference at Greenwich in September of last year is 
the most obvious example of this; and again, although some may quibble 
with the overarching theme, or with the content and balance of the papers 
delivered on the day (in other words, the conference did not discuss the 
perennial bugbears of critic X or critic Y), the most important fact is that 
such a conference took place at all. We intend to hold similar events in the 
future, and welcome ideas about what form they could take, or how we 
could build on or improve the experience at Greenwich. Above all, one 
of the most self-defeating criticisms I heard of the Greenwich conference 
was from those who subsequently regretted not having offered a paper to 
it themselves. The message is, surely, loud and clear: if you want society 
events (or, come to that, society publications) to debate issues that you feel 
are important and unjustly neglected, then offer your own contribution, 
be it a paper at a conference, an article in Topmasts, or whatever! 

Finally, let me conclude with the suggestion that by our support for 
seminars and conferences, notably that for New Researchers, and our 
awards of money to individuals, we surely live up to the letter of our name, 
The Society for Nautical Research, in both very active and highly relevant 
ways; for in my opinion, nothing that the society does, or could possibly 
do, is more important than encouraging the work of young scholars, be 
they ‘amateur’, ‘professional’, or whatever, to ensure that our discipline 
endures from generation to generation. 

David Davies
Chair, Research and Programmes Committee

Naval War College Selects 2018 
Hattendorf Prize Recipient

Geoffrey Till, one of the world’s leading 
experts on maritime strategy and naval 
history, has been named the 2018 recipient of 
US Naval War College’s (NWC) Hattendorf 
Prize – an international award that aims to 
recognize original research contributions in 
the field of maritime history.

Till is an emeritus professor of maritime 
studies and chairman of the Corbett Centre 
for Maritime Policy Studies at King’s 
College, London. He is also a visiting 

professor in the Maritime Security Program at the Rajaratnum School of 
International Studies, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore.

In a letter of congratulation Rear-Admiral Jeffrey A. Harley, NWC 
president, invited Till to receive the award for his original achievements 
in maritime scholarship at the 23rd International Seapower Symposium, 
which will take place here at the college in September. John B. Hattendorf, 
NWC’s Ernest J. King professor emeritus of maritime history and the 
namesake for the award who, along with the three prior Hattendorf Prize 
recipients and three other ex-officio members comprised the academic 
panel that selected Till, noted:
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This prize honors original research in maritime history, one of the 
basic functions for which the Naval War College was established 
in 1884. In selecting Geoffrey Till as its 2018 Hattendorf Prize 
Laureate, the Naval War College honors a preeminent expert on the 
history and practice of maritime strategy and contemporary world 
naval history.

Till is the author of numerous publications, beginning with his first book 
in 1979, Air Power in the Royal Navy, 1914–45. He is most widely known 
for his 1982 book, Maritime Strategy and the Nuclear Age, and Seapower: 
A Guide for the Twenty-First Century, now in its fourth edition. Among 
his most recent works is “Understanding Victory: Naval Operations from 
Trafalgar to the Falklands,” which was published in 2014. Geoffrey Till is 
a member of the Society for Nautical Research.

The award was established in 2011 in recognition of Hattendorf’s legacy 
of scholarship and decades of service at the college. Its three previous 
recipients have been N. A. M. Rodger of Oxford University, Paul M. 
Kennedy of Yale University, and retired Captain Werner Rahn of the 
German navy.

The Mariner’s Mirror
Book Reviews

As members of the Society for Nautical Research will know, reviews of 
newly published books relating to maritime history are a valuable part 
of The Mariner’s Mirror. We are always looking for new reviewers, who 
should have a high degree of expertise in a particular sector of maritime 
history. If you wish to review a book for The Mariner’s Mirror, please 
email me, the Reviews Editor, Dr Steven Gray at steven.gray@port.ac.uk 
with your contact details and areas of expertise. Please also contact me if 
you see a book that you think worthy of a review (if published within the 
last two years). Thank you.

Steven Gray
Reviews Editor, The Mariner’s Mirror

Heritage and Craft Committee
Secretary required

A committee secretary is currently needed to service the Society’s Heritage 
and Craft Committee, through the drafting of agendas and taking minutes 
of meetings and assisting the chairman with the committee’s general 
administration. The post is a voluntary one.

The Heritage and Craft Committee’s remit is to oversee all aspects of 
the Society’s activities related to matters of maritime heritage and historic 
craft, to make recommendations to Council on policy and to provide 
advice on national and international developments in this field.

The work of the committee is undertaken by some 12 members, whose 
backgrounds include the Royal Navy, sailing, ship preservation, academia, 
nautical archaeology and museums. The committee normally meets on 
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some four occasions annually at the Royal Naval Club and the Royal 
Albert Yacht Club, Old Portsmouth, Hampshire.

Any member of the Society interested in serving in this capacity is 
asked please to email  the chairman of the Committee, Richard Bateman, 
at  richardbateman@btinternet.com  who will be happy to provide any 
further information if required.

HMS ‘Victory’ ’s Cutter
25th Anniversary Crew Reunion

Cutter’s crew embarking VIP dignitaries at King’s Stairs, Greenwich on the 200th Anniversary
of the re-enactment of Lord Nelson’s funeral.

HMS Victory’s cutter had a major role in bringing the Society for Nautical 
Research to public attention, and in particular distributing membership 
application forms at nautical festivities both at home and abroad. The idea 
for the cutter came about when SNR decided they needed a fitting tribute 
to a long-serving member, Lieutenant Commander Peter Whitlock, MBE, 
a former commanding officer of Victory and the Society’s Honorary 
Treasurer. The late David Page took on the task recruiting and training the 
crew, fulfilling his role as Chairman of the Small Ship’s Committee. David 
stepped down, handing over his role to myself as Sailing Master in 1997 
before I passed it over to Michael Dalton in 2006. 

A programme of annual events built up each year that included the 
Great River Race (Richmond to Greenwich); Festivals of the Sea at Brest, 
Bristol, and three times at Portsmouth besides Navy Days at Plymouth; 
the launch of the Göthenborg in Sweden; classic events at Cowes, 
Beaulieu, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, the Dartmouth Royal Regatta, and the 
Old Gaffers at Yarmouth, Isle of Wight, the one considered by the crew 
as one of the most enjoyable of the year. Perhaps the highlight of all the 
many public occasions was the re-enactment of Admiral Lord Nelson’s 
funeral in 2005, the 200th anniversary of his death. The Victory cutter was 
selected to have the honour of embarking the actor who played the role 
of Lieutenant Lapenotiere who brought the despatch to the Admiralty 

mailto:richardbateman@btinternet.com
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bringing news that the Royal Navy had won a great victory over the 
combined Frenchand Spanish Fleets at Trafalgar, and the news of the death 
of Admiral Lord Nelson.

The cutter was in great demand by the organisers of these annual events 
including requests to feature in ITV’s Hornblower 4 and by the BBC in 
Jane Austin’s Persuasion. This continued until 2011 when the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy took responsibility for HMS Victory that 
included the cutter. Sadly worries by the museum staff over health and 
safety and crew qualifications brought to an end this wonderful publicity 
for the Society. A great loss and sadness among the crew who had built up 
a special comradeship best described in Nelsons’ own words, ‘A Band of 
Brothers’.

During the cutter’s 20 years of service, there had been 36 crew members 
of which 24 were able to attend the reunion luncheon held at the Schooner 
pub, Southwick, Hampshire on 20 January 2018. The attendees were

Derek Babington, Andy Branston, Keith Chittenden, Rob Carter, 
Michael Dalton, Dillwyn Griffiths, Philip Hole, Jeanette Luczkowski, 
Jonathan Needham, Keith Nixey, Colin Payne, Andrew Stubbs, 
Linda Tuckey, Peter Warwick, Martin Western, Ray Windsor, and 
Andrew Wing.

Keith Chittenden
SNR Member and Reunion Organizer

The crew on Nelson’s Monument in Trafalgar Square posing with Nelson and 
Lady Hamilton’s triple great-granddaughter, Mrs Anna Tribe obe, following 
the 2005 celebrations
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Obituaries and a Memorial
Captain Peter Grindal, cbe rn (1943–2018)

SNR member Peter Grindal died on 26 February. He is best remembered 
by the Society for his 700-page magnum opus Opposing the Slavers 
(2016). Professor Lambert wrote:

it will transform the study of abolition, the anti-slavery patrol and 
the nineteenth-century Royal Navy. Having transformed the history 
of the patrol it will inform future research, tying together the naval, 
legal, diplomatic and political campaigns.

Significant appointments during his naval career included commanding 
the 52-knot gas turbine powered Brave Swordsman; being Training 
Commander at the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth; Assistant Director 
of Naval Warfare when I served under him; captain of the new entry-
training establishment HMS Raleigh before becoming Commodore, 
Amphibious Warfare. After retiring in 1992 he devoted eight years to the 
Sea Cadet Corps as their CEO and finally development advisor.

John M. Bingeman
SNR Vice-President

Robert Prescott (1938–2018)
Robert Prescott developed his lifelong interests in the sea and the natural 
world at a very early age. His earliest memory was watching a spritsail 
barge sailing past the Kent coast, and by his early teens he had become a 
knowledgeable ornithologist and enthusiastic sailor.

He graduated from Cambridge University in the natural sciences tripos 
in 1961 and gained a PhD in animal circadian rhythms in 1965. This was 
followed by spells at Yale and Cambridge Universities as a researcher, and 

Peter Grindal at HMS ‘Raleigh’ speaking to the Princess 
Royal where new-entry WRENs were trained before they 
became fully integrated into the navy
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by 1974 was a lecturer animal psychology at St Andrews – a university 
conveniently close to the sea.

While at St Andrews he became a trustee of the Scottish Fisheries 
Museum at Anstruther, and worked with the archaeology department to 
form an institute for the interdisciplinary study of maritime history and 
culture, and with fellow academics he established the Scottish Institute of 
Maritime Studies. During his 18-year tenure as the institute’s Director, the 
institute won over £1million in research grants to further the innovative 
work of preserving the country’s maritime heritage. The institute also 
worked with the National Historic Ships Committee, undertaking the 
research that led to the creation of the national register of historic vessels.

Following his retirement Robert remained active as a researcher and 
teacher, leading the search for Darwin’s Beagle for the BBC’s television 
programme The Hunt for Darwin’s Beagle, a particularly fulfilling project 
for him as Darwin had been his hero since student days. He also contributed 
to other programmes, including Coast and The Scots at Sea. He continued 
working tirelessly for the Scottish Fisheries Museum, helping to acquire 
their 1903 Fifie Reaper, which also featured in BBC productions. Robert 
was a member of the Society for Nautical Research

Nigel Blanchford
SNR Member

John Bethell’s Gallantry Medal 
Returns to Birkenhead

On 18 March 2018 a service was held at St Stephen’s Church, Prenton, 
Birkenhead to formally hand over to the local Scouts John Bethell’s 
Gallantry and Merit medals in the presence of the Deputy Mayor of 
Wirral, Councillor Geoffrey Watt, the local Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Girl 
Guides and Brownies. King’s Scout John Bethell (1925–2017) actually 
ran St Stephen’s 65th Scout Troop during the early years of the Second 

Left, Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Dr Nick Jedynakiewicz hands over Bethell’s Gallantry medal to 
Birkenhead’s Chief Scout, John Bridgwater. Right, John Bingeman reading his tribute to John 
Bethell (Photographs Ben Attwood)



Topmasts no. 26

28

World War as all scout masters had been called up. Their Scout Centre 
and Church Hall was next to St Stephen’s Church; today it is purely the 
church hall following the building of a new purpose built Scout centre. I 
was invited to give the tribute in John’s memory.

There are three Scout gallantry medals: John’s Bronze Cross is the 
highest possible award, the Scout equivalent to the Victoria Cross. John 
was two weeks short of his sixteenth birthday at the time of the award. See 
the press report below from The Weekly News Bulletin in July 1941.

John M. Bingeman
Fellow, SNR

‘A noble duty nobly done . . . 
His is the spirit that will win this war’

So wrote Group Head Warden about John Bethell, a 16-year-old Troop 
Leader of the 65th Birkenhead Scout Troop, in Weekly News Bulletin, July 
1941, entitled ‘The Spirit That Will Win This War’.

John, who died recently, was for many years a member of SNR and 
during this time he developed the Watercraft Information Resource, which 
catalogued 7,500 non-powered watercraft worldwide.

Because of his consistently good work since joining the Messenger 
Service, Scout Bethell was appointed Senior Scout Cyclist Messenger, 
which meant that he had to accompany the Head Warden to all 
incidents, taking more than the ordinary risks. The Warden says that 
he never regretted making this appointment for Bethell far exceeded 
his expectations; the boy has never once hesitated in emergencies. In 
fact, the Warden says, there were often times when he would have 
liked to take shelter, but the Scout’s splendid example was always 
such as to inspire one to carry on.

Though so young, Bethell has turned out on every alert, remaining 
on duty throughout the raid, however long. One bad blitz night may 
be given as typical of this Scout’s service.

Working from ‘incident’ to ‘incident’ Bethell shared the risks of 
going into partly demolished houses to help in rescue work, and 
put out numerous incendiary bombs. When more and larger H.E.’s 
followed the boy never faltered but carried on with his rescue work 
despite still falling bombs.

Returning from these incidents, two heavy explosions were heard 
very close at hand, yet the boy’s calmness was such that it was he who 
quickly reminded the Warden and Fire Watchers that they should 
get up from their prone position and take shelter from debris which 
would soon be falling all round them. A few moments later, Bethell 
was out again and heading to where it was estimated that the damage 
had occurred. They had not gone far when the Scout’s keener hearing 
detected the faint final swoosh immediately preceding another 
explosion. At his cry they both dropped flat - had they turned the 
corner they both would have been killed. The Scout went to obtain 
assistance then returned the scene. When it was discovered that 
two women were partly buried in the wreckage of a house, Bethell 
was first to the rescue and his promptness undoubtedly saved them 
as the remainder of the house collapsed soon afterwards. Further 
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rescues were effected and again, later on, the boy went into some 
wreckage against the Warden’s orders because he thought he had 
heard someone calling. 

On another occasion, while a warden was giving instructions 
regarding the removal of a casualty, Bethell went to the rear of the 
ambulance, took a stretcher, and got the casualty away just in time. 
Sometime later, after another incident, the boy was sent to the post 
and ordered to take some refreshment. Not long afterwards the 
Warden found him out in the street again, visiting the shelters and 
taking milk for a young baby although the raid was then at its height 
and men of mature age had refused to leave shelter because they said 
it would be suicide to do so. 

And such examples could be multiplied. At the ‘all clear’ he returns 
tired and dirty, but next day he can be seen with his Scout Patrol, 
taking their trek-cart round to help evacuees to move their salvaged 
belongings; his fellow Wardens are amazed that he can carry on with 
so little rest, and that at such an age he is able to stand the gruesome 
sights and to undertake the nauseous tasks he so often does. 

In writing to boy’s Father, the Head Warden says, ‘you have a son 
to be proud of, and I have a Messenger who is a credit to the whole 
service. I feel honoured in being blessed with his valuable assistance’. 

On Tuesday 29th July, at 8 pm, the Scout Bronze Cross for 
Gallantry will be presented to Troop Leader Bethell at St. Stephen’s 
Parish Hall, Prenton. 

The Anderson Fund
Grant Awards 2018

This year the Research and Programmes Committee have recently 
considered a record number of twenty applications for grant funding from 
the Anderson Bequest Fund and the Tomlin Fund. They are pleased to 
announce that the following have been successful.

•	 John Kuhn from State University of New York has been awarded 
£550 towards his research on the cultural and material history of the 
hammock’s adoption by the navies of post-Columbian Europe.

•	 Maritime History North was awarded £500 towards their 
conference, The Battle of the Atlantic, and was also awarded a 
further £300 towards administration costs for MHN.

•	 John Bolt from the University of Portsmouth has been awarded 
£600 to assist in his research on the service, identity and social 
mobility in the Royal Marines, 1815–1914.

•	 Simon Hill, director of Liverpool Centre for Port and Maritime 
History, was awarded £1,000 towards researching ‘Hanoverian 
Liverpool’s understudied business’, the whaling trade 1750–1815.

•	 Cerian Griffiths, lecturer at Lancaster University was awarded 
£750 towards her research into the Royal Navy: ‘The first Public 
Prosecutor’. 
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•	 Jake Dyble, Lewis Wade and Gijs Dreijer, all PhD students at Exeter 
University, were awarded £200 each to attend the 2018 Datini-
ESTER Advanced Seminar – Global Exchanges and Maritime 
Trades. They are all presenting papers at the conference: 

Dyble ‘Deception and Collusion in Livornese Average Cases 
c. 1600–1800’ 
Wade ‘Maritime Trade and State Regulation: Maritime averages in 
France during the eighteenth century’ 
Dreijer ‘General Average and the Development of Legal 
Institutions in the Southern Netherlands: 15th–16th centuries’

•	 Cheryl Fury, professor at the University of New Brunswick, 
Canada, was awarded £800 towards her research into ‘That 
Implacable East India Neptune – Health Care in the English East 
India Company 1601–1625’.

•	 Elizabeth Libero, a PhD student at the University of Portsmouth, 
awarded £500 to attend the American Society for 18th Century 
Studies at Orlando, USA and also for her to present a paper, ‘For the 
Good of His Majesty’s Service: Concepts of Professionalism, Valour, 
Judgement and Enterprise in the Court Marshal of Sir Henry 
Popham’.

•	 Kelsey Power, a PhD student at King’s College London, was 
awarded £438 to assist in her researching ‘Prisoners of War during 
the Napoleonic Wars and the Social Expectations placed on them by 
Honour’.

•	 Katherine Roscoe, a Fellow at the Institute of Historical Research 
and researching ‘The Aspects of Coercive Labour’s Importance 
in the Maritime Infrastructure’, was awarded £775 to assist her to 
travel to Australia to carry out research and also to present a paper 
‘Connecting the Colony: Convicts, Lighthouses and Dockyards’ at 
a workshop.

•	 Phillip Reid, a post-doctoral student from Wilmington, USA, was 
awarded £350 to assist in his research on ‘Old Technology and the 
New World: The Ordinary Merchant Ship in the British American 
Atlantic 1600-1800’.

If you are aware of an organization or individual who would benefit 
from a grant, please see https://snr.org.uk/researchsnr/funding/ 

Alistair Roach 
Hon. Secretary SNR Research & Programmes Committee

https://snr.org.uk/researchsnr/funding/
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Research at the Maritime History Archive, 
St John’s Newfoundland

Carrying out research in maritime 
history is not only incredibly 
fascinating, it can also be 
challenging. For centuries, ships 
have crossed seas and oceans 
and have connected people and 
economies across national borders 
and continents. Therefore, due to its 
very nature and topic, the archival 
sources a maritime researcher 
uses can be dispersed across the 
world and are found in numerous 
archives, libraries and museums.

Although my research focuses 
on British shipping in the late nineteenth century, the archival material 
which represents the backbone of the project can be found not only in 
Britain, but also at the wonderful Maritime History Archive in St John’s, 
Newfoundland. With about 75 per cent of British crew agreements and 
logbooks from 1857 to 1942 being held there, it is a place many maritime 
historians aspire to visit at some point. Thanks to a generous grant from the 
Society for Nautical Research’s Anderson/Tomlin fund to cover the costs 
of flight tickets, I was fortunate enough to make the trip to Newfoundland 
and spend two months at the Maritime History Archive to carry out 
research for my PhD.

My research project aims to explore the impact of the development of 
the steamship on British maritime labour. With the rise of the steamship 
in late nineteenth-century Britain, the work environment and conditions 
for the men and women working in British ships went through enormous 
changes between 1850 and 1900. To discover just who the people were who 
went to sea in British ships in that time, I have spent several weeks at the 
National Archives in London to survey 1 per cent of crew agreements at 
10-year intervals. This has given me the foundation of a statistical sample 
which lets me draw conclusions based on numbers and developments 
throughout the 50-year period.

However, in order to take a more qualitative approach and get a 
longitudinal view of the period, I also wanted to survey several vessels 
which went to sea throughout that period. These vessels were selected 
to cover the different aspects of British shipping of the period, taking 
into consideration such factors as steam or sailing vessels, whether they 
engaged in the deep-sea or coastal trades, and were owned in 64 shares or 
by a large shipping company. The only place research like this can take 
place, is the Maritime History Archive in St John’s.

With the generous support of the SNR grant, I travelled to St John’s in 
October 2017, and was able to spend two months at the Maritime History 
Archive. I had been in contact with the archivists before travelling to 
Newfoundland and had sent a list of the first six vessels ahead for which I 
wanted to see every single crew agreement and log book that had survived. 
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So, when I arrived at the archive on the first day, a table filled with stacks 
of documents was waiting for me. Although the task seemed daunting 
at first, the archivists (Helen, Kory, Tanja and David) were incredibly 
supportive and kept me in good spirits. No matter what I asked of the 
team, the support I received was wonderful. Having carried out research 
in various archives over the past 10 years or so, I have never before met 
a team so passionate and dedicated to their work, and so supportive and 
helpful to all researchers who visit their archive.

The long hours in the archive were not only spent going through 
crew agreements and log books, but also in discussing my research with 
the archivists and fellow researchers and academics within the history 
department. To be able to spend a whole two months at the Maritime 
History Archive, and fully engage with the collections and discuss their 
context with the archivists who have cared for that collection for many 
years, has made my research all the richer and furthered my understanding 
and appreciation for these archival sources even more.

During the two months in St John’s, and with the tireless help of the 
team of archivists, I was able to photograph and collect the data from all the 
crew agreements and log books detailing the working life of 31 individual 
vessels. These range from large steam vessels such as transatlantic passenger 
liners and steam cargo vessels bound for West Africa and Asia, to a tea 
clipper, a West Country fruit schooner, an east coast coal carrier, and a 
sailing vessel carrying emigrants to Australia. By selecting such a broad 
range of vessels and studying their crew throughout the vessel’s working 
life, I am hoping to show details of crew retention and movement, and the 
demographics of men and women working in the different trades.

In total I was able to record the data of just over 1,900 individual crew 
agreements, and nearly 400 official log books. This wealth of data is now 
safely stored and awaiting evaluation. I may not be able to use all of it in 
my PhD thesis, but every single document has enriched my research and 
knowledge as well as my understanding of late nineteenth-century British 
maritime history. The visit to the Maritime History Archive has had a big 
impact on my research project and I am incredibly grateful to the Society 
for Nautical Research’s kind support to enable me to make this trip to 
Newfoundland.

Joanna Thomas
PhD researcher,

Centre for Maritime Historical Studies, University of Exeter

Call for Papers
International Congress of Maritime Museums 

Regional Conference 
Ports – Nodes of Globalization – History, Perspectives, 

Museums

Hamburg, Germany, 17–19 October 2018
With the German Port Museum the public Foundation of the Historic 
Museums Hamburg is currently developing a new national museum 
dedicated to the history and presence of German ports and their connections 
to the world. The future museum will be a place where the port serves as 
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an explanatory model of global economic and socio-cultural connections. 
For this purpose, the German Port Museum will take on international 
perspectives and develop its narratives based on a collection of objects that 
represent the different dimensions of global exchange. The German Port 
Museum will cast a strong socio-historical and socio-political perspective 
on history in order to assess current situations and developments.

We are looking for papers from current research in the social sciences, 
cultural anthropology, social and economic history, maritime history, 
industrial archaeology and contemporary history as well as contributions 
on innovative approaches in collection policies, exhibitions and educational 
programs of maritime museums.

The conference language will be English. The conference papers will be 
published in a proceedings volume. The travel and accommodation costs 
of the speakers are borne by the host. For more details go to:

http://porttowns.port.ac.uk/cfp-icmm-regional-conference-ports-
nodes-globalisation-history-perspectives-museums/ 

Conferences
Seventh Symposium on Thames Shipbuilding 

and Thames-Built Ships
Museum of London, London Wall 

Saturday 12 May 2018, 09:45–17:30
This will be the seventh in a successful series of symposia looking at the 
much neglected subject of shipbuilding on the Thames. Up until the end 
of the nineteenth century the Thames was a very important shipbuilding 
centre. In the first half of the nineteenth century it led the way with iron 
shipbuilding and the development of steam powered ships. There are thus 
many themes that can be followed with much more information becoming 
available through research.

Papers to be presented include:

•	 Richard Endsor The Deptford Master Shipwright’s Secrets
•	 Chris Ellmers Sentiment, Symbolism, Tragedy and Heroism: The 

launch of HMS ‘Albion’ in 1898
•	 Peter Solar Early Steamship Building on the Thames
•	 Roger Dence In War and Peace 1903–1923: The story of a Yarrow 

‘Steam Yacht’

For a copy of the full programme and enrolment details, go to: http://
www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk/page33.html 

http://porttowns.port.ac.uk/cfp-icmm-regional-conference-ports-nodes-globalisation-history-perspectives-museums/
http://porttowns.port.ac.uk/cfp-icmm-regional-conference-ports-nodes-globalisation-history-perspectives-museums/
http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk/page33.html
http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk/page33.html


Topmasts no. 26

34

History of Navigation Conference
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich

Thursday 24 May 2018 at 13:00 to Friday 25 May at 16:30
In the 250th anniversary of James Cook’s Endeavour sailing, this conference 
looks at heroism in the history of navigation on land, sea, air and space. 
Continuing our well-respected series of conferences, Royal Museums 
Greenwich and the Royal Institute of Navigation are holding another 
event to bring together current research into the history of navigation.

In the 250th year of James Cook’s departure in command of the 
Endeavour on the first of three famous voyages of exploration, this 
conference seeks to interrogate the way stories are told about heroism in 
the history of navigation, including land, sea, air and space.

The registration fee includes refreshments on both days, with a wine 
reception on Thursday evening, a sandwich lunch on Friday as well as an 
optional ceiling tour of the Painted Hall at the Old Royal Naval College 
on Thursday morning prior to the start of the conference.

https://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/history-navigation-
conference 

or call Bookings on 020 8312 6608

The Maritime Heritage Trust 
Giving the future a past: Giving the past a future

Cardiff, 30-31 May 2018
The conference is a 2-day event, supporting the Volvo Ocean Race Festival, 
with some fringe events in the evening of the 30th.

On 30 May the theme of ‘A Vision for Heritage’ is led by the Maritime 
Heritage Trust with leading heritage speakers discussing challenges and 
opportunities for maritime, transport and industrial heritage. There will 
be an emphasis on how to reach wider audiences especially younger 
people; attract more support; and build sustainability through inspiration 
and innovation. Evening events on 30 May will include topics inspired 
by ‘Wales - Year of the Sea’.

The follow-on event organized by Cardiff Harbour Authority on 
31 May, ‘The Vision for the Future of Cardiff Bay’ will explore the 
opportunities and challenges for the future development of Cardiff Bay in 
the context of Cardiff Council’s new vision for the city and its waterfront.

The conference takes place in the previously threatened Cardiff Coal 
Exchange, one of the premier historic buildings in the Cardiff port area, 
now being superbly restored as the Exchange Hotel. On both days there 
will be afternoon visits to Cardiff Bay, Cardiff Docks and the Volvo Ocean 
Race Village.

Go to https://maritimeheritage.org.uk/conference2018 for the full 
conference programme

https://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/history-navigation-conference
https://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/history-navigation-conference
https://maritimeheritage.org.uk/conference2018
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Secret and Silent: Conference and Exhibition
Royal Navy Submarine Museum

Friday, 15 June 2018, 10:00 a.m. to Saturday, 16 June 2018, 4:00 p.m.
A permanent exhibition and conference marking the 50th anniversary of 
the Royal Navy’s continuous at sea deterrent, Polaris, first patrol.

15 June 2018 marks the 50th Anniversary of HMS Resolution, the 
Royal Navy’s first Polaris SSBN (Submersible Ship Ballistic Nuclear), 
commencing her first operational patrol. The National Museum’s 
response is an exhibition focussing on personal accounts and key objects 
and a conference at the Royal Navy Submarine Museum and Explosion 
Museum of Naval Firepower, which will explore the history of the British 
nuclear deterrent.

The exhibition will be a timely opportunity to reveal the challenging 
nature of working in submarines, highlighting the experiences of those 
who serve and raising awareness about why there is a nuclear deterrent 
and the role of the modern Royal Navy Submarine Service. It will also 
celebrate the mostly unknown achievements of nuclear submarines and 
encourage a wider debate. The exhibition is included in the Annual All 
Attraction ticket. For further details visit www.historicdockyard.co.uk

Alongside the exhibition lies HMS Alliance, a Cold War submarine 
commissioned in 1947. Tours of the boat are often led by former 
submariners who share their real personal experiences of serving under 
the waves.

Register your interest to attend the conference by emailing george.
malcolmson@nmrn.org.uk 

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/events/secret-and-silent-
conference-and-exhibition 

Maritime Kent Through the Ages
Canterbury Christchurch University

Friday, 22 and Saturday, 23 June 2018
This two-day conference at Old 
Sessions House, Canterbury Christ 
Church University, Longport, 
Canterbury ct1 1pl, begins with 
a free lecture at 7 p.m. on Friday 
by Richard Holdsworth MBE 
(Chatham Historic Dockyard), 
and a wine reception at 6.30 p.m.

This is followed by four plenary 
sessions, Saturday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
More details, a full programme and 
tickets ares available at: www.canterbury.ac.uk/maritime-kent 

Tickets for Saturday may also be purchased from: artsandculture@
canterbury.ac.uk, or phone: 01227 782994 

http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/
mailto:george.malcolmson@nmrn.org.uk?subject=Register%20interest%20for%20conference
mailto:george.malcolmson@nmrn.org.uk?subject=Register%20interest%20for%20conference
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/maritime-kent
mailto:artsandculture@canterbury.ac.uk
mailto:artsandculture@canterbury.ac.uk
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Exploration and Memory Conference 
The National Maritime Museum

Thursday to Saturday, 13–15 September 2018
To mark the opening of its new exploration wing in September 2018, the 
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, will be holding a conference 
centred on the role and significance of memory in histories of maritime 
exploration. Over the last few decades maritime exploration in its broadest 
sense has become one of the most exciting fields of study, with researchers 
from many different disciplinary backgrounds enriching, questioning 
and reinterpreting the subject for contemporary audiences. Increasingly, 
indigenous voices are challenging long-held assumptions and introducing 
a greater complexity to histories of encounter, exchange and the legacies 
of exploration. At the same time contemporary artists and writers are 
re-imagining exploration for new audiences. This conference is intended 
to consider maritime exploration from the equally vibrant perspective 
of memory studies. Presentations will focus on the history, poetics, and 
material and visual culture of exploration, exploring how these have 
changed over the years and what their legacies have been, and continue to 
be.

Themes for the conference to explore will include: interactions between 
historical accounts and cultural representations of exploration; remembering 
first encounters; exploration, public history and memorialization; 
exploration, art and culture; material culture and the collection of objects 
and their competing meanings; the poetics of exploration: literature, 
photography, film and drama; narrating ‘difficult’ histories.

Read more at
https://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/researchers/opportunities-events/

maritime-exploration-and-memory-conference

Open Sea, Closed sea 
Local traditions and inter-regional traditions in shipbuilding

15th International Symposium on Boat and Ship Archaeology 
(ISBSA 15) Marseille, France 

22–27 October 2018
Since 1976, the International Symposium on Boat and Ship Archaeology 
(ISBSA) has served as a platform to publicise recent ship finds and new 
nautical material, and to outline the results of ship-related archaeological, 
historical and technical research. In 2018 the Centre Camille Jullian (Aix-
Marseille University, CNRS, Ministry of Culture and Communication), 
will host in Marseilles, France, the 15th ISBSA. 

The symposium should consist of five days of full sessions to be held in 
MuCEM conference hall between the 22nd and 27th of October of 2018. 
The Symposium will include a visit to Arles and especially the  MdAa 
museum (Musée départemental de l’Arles antique), hosting the large Gallo-
Roman shipwreck  Arles-Rhône 3. Saturday 27th, after the symposium, 
will be dedicated to recreational and cultural activities.

More details at: http://www.isbsa.org 

http://www.arles-antique.cg13.fr/mdaa_cg13/root/index.htm
http://www.arles-antique.cg13.fr/mdaa_cg13/root/index.htm
http://www.isbsa.org
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Exhibitions and Events
Chatham 400

The Historic Dockyard, Chatham 
Powerful Tides: 400 Years of Chatham and the Sea

23 March–17 June 2018
Curated by Jean Wainwright, this exhibition is not only a celebration of 
the artists inspired by The Dockyard and the ships that were built there, 
but also links The Dockyard back to the waterways and the sea to which 
it was once intrinsically connected.

The exhibition reflects how Chatham impacted on key artists between 
the eighteenthth and twentiethth centuries – names such as John Constable, 
J. M. W Turner, William Wyllie, Norman Wilkinson and Eric Ravilious 
– inspired by the engineering wonders created at the Royal Dockyard at 
Chatham.
http://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/powerful-tides-400-years-chatham-
sea/ 

Chatham and the Sea

10 February–25 November at No. 1 Smithery
Creation has been at the heart of Chatham 
for 400 years.  Over the centuries the work 
of the Dockyard has inspired artists from J. 
M. W.  Turner to Eric Ravilious and more 
recently Yinka Shonibare MBE (RA).   
This exhibition brings works together for 
the first time that celebrate not only the 
Dockyard but also reconnects it back to 
the sea, exploring the emotions that both 

Chatham and the sea have had on artists from the seventeenth century to 
the present day.

Museums at Night
16–19 May 
Ever wondered what happens when we close for 
the evening?  Join us on one of our Museum at 
Night sessions and have a fun filled evening with 
the team exploring the Dockyard after the doors 
have shut!

National Maritime Museum
The Great British Seaside

23 March–30 September
This exhibition celebrates beach photography by some of Britain’s most 
popular photographers, featuring Tony Ray Jones, David Hurn and Simon 
Roberts and new work by Martin Parr at the National Maritime Museum 
in Greenwich, London
http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/great-british-seaside 

http://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/powerful-tides-400-years-chatham-sea/
http://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/powerful-tides-400-years-chatham-sea/
http://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/great-british-seaside
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National Maritime Museum Cornwall
Titanic Stories: Contemporary Voices

8 March 2018 – 7 January 2019
As part of its Titanic Stories exhibition, The National Maritime Museum 
Cornwall has launched a concurrent exhibition exploring the subject of 
migration past and present. Titanic Stories: Contemporary Voices shows 
how the Titanic carried the hopes and dreams of hundreds of migrants 
seeking a better life and linking it to the contemporary stories of five 
people who have moved to Cornwall from overseas in recent years, 
making a connection between the historic stories and how they are 
relevant to people today.

https://nmmc.co.uk/2018/03/titanic-stories-contemporary-voices/ 

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard
Shipyard

17 March – 10 June
For the last seven years Lachlan Goudie, judge on BBC’s Big Painting 
Challenge, has been sketching and painting in the BAE shipyards on the 
Clyde and Forth, chronicling the construction of the new generation 
of Royal Naval ships (specifically the world leading Type 45 destroyers 
and the monolithic Queen Elizabeth class aircraft carriers), as well as 
capturing the people who work to create these giants. This exhibition is 
the first opportunity to see Lachlan’s drawings and paintings on display in 
Portsmouth, HMS Queen Elizabeth’s home port.

Lachlan Goudie is a Scottish artist who first developed a fascination 
with shipbuilding whilst growing up on the Clyde. As a child, it was the 
past glory days of ‘Clydebuilt’ ships that captured his imagination, not 
the stark reality of industrial decline that he witnessed. Therefore when 
construction on the Royal Navy’s newest and biggest aircraft carrier 
commenced, he was determined to document this monumental engineering 
project and record modern shipbuilding.

http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/shipyard-lachlan-goudie 

Lectures
The British Commission for Maritime History 

King’s Maritime History Seminars, 2017–18

10 May Pageantry and Representation in the Late Henrician Navy: The 
battle of the Solent and Admiral Claude d’Annebault’s visit to London 
Benjamin Redding, University of Warwick
24 May ‘An Incomparable Influence Upon Every Shore’: Conceptions of 
Naval Power and World Order on the Eve of the Great War Louis M. 
Halewood, University of Oxford

*This seminar series is hosted by the ‘Sir Michael Howard Centre for the 
History of War’, King’s College London, and organized by the British 
Commission for Maritime History (www.maritimehistory.org.uk) in 
association with the Society for Nautical Research.  Meetings take place 

https://nmmc.co.uk/2018/03/titanic-stories-contemporary-voices/
http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/shipyard-lachlan-goudie
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on Thursdays at 17:15 in room K6.07, Dept of War Studies, KCL, Strand, 
wc2r 2ls (6th Floor, King’s Building). For further information about the 
King’s Maritime History Seminar, contact Dr Alan James, War Studies, 
KCL, wc2r 2ls (alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk).

National Maritime Museum 
Caird Library Research Seminars Programme 2017

A series of seminars convened by the Greenwich Maritime Centre and the 
National Maritime Museum

14 May Standard Ships of World War One: Too little and too late? Chris 
Ware, Greenwich Maritime Centre
After a hands-off approach to merchant shipping for most of the First 
World War, by 1917 the need for new tonnage was becoming acute. The 
Standard ships were seen as the answer. Based on contemporary designs, 
they were to fill the void left by losses to U-boats, but did enough come 
into service to make a difference? Or did they create a bubble in the market 
for ships that caused a collapse in the period of post-war austerity?

4 June Satire and the Anglo-Dutch Wars Jack Avery, NMM Collaborative 
Doctoral Partnership PhD student
The Second and Third Anglo-Dutch Wars (1665–7, 1672–4) saw the 
restored monarchy in conflict with the developing European news 
industry. Consequently, these were wars in which news itself constituted 
a key battlefield at home and abroad. This seminar will discuss the 
Restoration regime’s attempts to control news, an agenda pursued in 
part through popular poetry, before demonstrating the manner in which 
wartime satirists engaged with these efforts.

Please note: Seminars are on Mondays. There will be no seminar in August.
Time: All seminars will be held between 15.30 and 16.30.
Location: The Caird Library, Sammy Ofer Wing, National Maritime 
Museum, , Greenwich, London, SE10 9NF
Attendance welcome: Members of the museum, adult learners, independent 
researchers, academic and university students and members of the public 
are welcome to attend the seminars. No booking is necessary!

For further information please contact the Research Administrator on 020 
8312 6716 or email research@rmg.co.uk
Convenor Martin Salmon

Meet the Experts: Free gallery talks 
Great Hall, Queen’s House 

Every Wednesday, 2–30 May 2018 from 13.00-13.30
Join our curators and conservators as they discuss the highlights of the 
collection and talk about their work in the Queen’s House. 

2 May Tudor Paintings in the Collection Lucy Odlin, Conservation 
Intern
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9 May Emma Hamilton in the 18th  Century Mind Ellen Weineck, 
Curatorial Intern

16 May Battles in Ink: the Pen Paintings of the van de Veldes Zoe 
Mercer-Golden, Assistant Curator

23 May Disappearance: Shipwrecks, Tacita Dean and Paul Duke Melanie 
Vandenbrouck, Curator of Art

30 May A seventeenth-century officers’ club: Peter Lely’s Flagmen of 
Lowestoft Katharine Gazzard, CDA PhD Student

Maritime History & Culture Seminar Series at the IHR

Tuesday, 22 May ‘Cannibals’, ‘Savages’ and pronouns: the strange 
world of British naval encounter in Australia and the Torres Strait, 1842–
1850’ Daniel Simpson, Royal Holloway and British Museum
Tuesday, 19 June ‘Constructing the seapower state: culture, identity and 
exceptionalism’ Professor Andrew Lambert, King’s College, London 

All seminars begin at 17:15 in Wolfson Room I at the Institute of Historical 
Research, University of London, Senate House, London we1e 7hu

Further Information: Research Department Executive, National Maritime 
Museum, Royal Museums Greenwich, London, SE10 9NF: 020 8312 6716; 
research@rmg.co.uk 

Seminars are free of charge and there is no need to book.

The E. G. R. Taylor Lecture  
‘Compassing the Vaste Globe’

House of the Royal Geographical Society,  
1 Kensington Gore, London sw7 2ar

12 October at 6.00 p.m.
Organized this year by the Hakluyt Society, it will be delivered by 
Captain M. K. Barritt RN, immediate past president. He will speak on 
‘ “Compassing the Vaste Globe”: Hydrographic Practitioners of the 
late Georgian Royal Navy’. He will examine the careers of two figures 
and a supporting cast, drawn from the lists in Professor Eva Taylor’s 
Mathematical Practitioners of Hanoverian England. He will discuss the 
importance of adequate education and enlightened interest, and illustrate 
how global warfare against Revolutionary and Napoleonic France enabled 
the identification of a cadre which evolved into the Royal Naval Surveying 
Service. This profusely illustrated lecture will describe adventures in 
challenging waters as the Royal Navy exercised sea control and projected 
power ashore. Full details at:
http://www.rin.org.uk/Events/4891/EGR-Taylor-lecture-2017-organ-
ised-by-the-Hakluyt-Society- 

http://www.rin.org.uk/Events/4891/EGR-Taylor-lecture-2017-organised-by-the-Hakluyt-Society-
http://www.rin.org.uk/Events/4891/EGR-Taylor-lecture-2017-organised-by-the-Hakluyt-Society-
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University of Exeter
Centre for Maritime Historical Studies Seminar Programme, 2018

Wednesday 9 May Worse Things Happen at Sea: Disasters, maritime 
laws and clashing jurisdictions in early modern Europe Gijs Dreijer, Jake 
Dyble and Lewis Wade, University of Exeter, Harrison Building, Room 
215, 5 p.m.

For further information please contact: J.Davey3@exeter.ac.uk : 01392 
724580
For a Stretham Campus map, go to: http://www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/
directions/streathammap/ 

SNR (South)
2018 Visits and Annual Lunch
D-Day Museum, Southsea Visit A

Thursday, 17 May 10.15 a.m. 
The museum has been completely refurbished and the entire D-Day and 
battle of Normandy visitor experience presented anew, with many new 
artefacts and documents on display. There is increased emphasis in the new 
galleries on the role of individual fighting units and also the impact of the 
invasion on the civilian populations on both sides of the English Channel. 
The D-Day embroidery is splendidly displayed, with accompanying 
information on its 22-year-old designer and the team that produced it. 

We will have a introductory curatorial talk on arrival and then ample 
time to view the new exhibits and interactive screens. Lunches will be 
available in the museum or at Rocksbys, the seafront restaurant a few 
minutes walk away.

Cost: £17.50, including admission, coffee and a copy of the new souvenir 
guidebook. There is ample parking at the museum and it is a short taxi ride 
from the Hard. 

Diving Museum, Stokes Bay and Hovercraft Museum, 
Lee-on-the Solent Visit B

Tuesday, 12 June, 10.15 a.m. and 2.30 p.m.
Lunch at the adjacent Bayside Cabin restaurant is included. At each 
museum there will be an introductory talk and volunteers on hand to 
guide members around the exhibits. Both the museums have undergone 
significant development in recent times and important new exhibits 
acquired.

There is ample parking at both museums. The Diving Museum is a short 
taxi ride from the Gosport Ferry. Lifts to the Hovercraft Museum after 
lunch will be arranged for members not arriving by car.

Cost : £33, including all admissions, coffee on arrival and lunch.

SNR(South) Annual Lunch Visit C
Tuesday, 10 July
The venue will be the restaurant on the mezzanine floor in Boathouse 
4 in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. (12.15 p.m. for 12.30 p.m.). After 

http://www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/directions/streathammap/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/directions/streathammap/
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lunch Ivan Steele, who leads the NMRN’s Steam Pinnace 199 volunteer 
team, will recount the story of 199 and tell us what 2018 holds for her. 
It is expected that she will be berthed inside BH4 for members to view 
her and go aboard. The afternoon will also be an opportunity to see the 
International Boatbuilding College facilities and the restoration projects 
currently in progress there.

Cost : £20.50, to include lunch and a donation to the 199 project.

SNR(S) are also offering a West Country Tour, visiting SS Great Britain, 
the UK Hydrographic Office, the Royal Naval College Dartmouth, and 
the Fleet Air Arm Museum. The dates are 13–15 September. Call 01425 
613264 for full details.

Friends of all the NMRN museums are welcome to book places. 
To book a place on any of the above events please write indicating your 

choice of visit(s), your name, e-mail, tel.no. and address and send it with 
one cheque payable to SNR(S) for the total amount due to: SNR(South), 
17, St. Thomas’s Street, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2EZ. 

Books by Members

Philip MacDougall Islamic Seapower during the Age of Fighting Sail, 
The Boydell Press, 2017, £65

Studies of the ‘Age of Fighting Sail’ have tended to 
focus on the British or American navies, or sometimes 
on those of France or Spain. However, there were also 
at this time very significant navies built by the Islamic 
powers: the North African Barbary states, whose ships, 
allegedly pirates, plagued Mediterranean shipping and 
raided even as far as Cornwall and the south coast of 
Ireland; the Ottoman Empire, which built some of the 
largest sailing warships ever; the navies of Arabian and 
Indian rulers and of Persia, which were forces to be 
reckoned with in the Indian Ocean; and more. This book 
presents a comprehensive survey of Islamic seapower 
from about the beginning of the seventeenth century 
until the middle of the nineteenth century, charting the 
rise and fall of different Islamic navies. It focuses on 

strategy, examining the development and implementation of naval policy 
and exploring the technology that supported it. It considers the wars Islamic 
navies participated in, covers all the areas in which Islamic navies operated, 
and relates Islamic naval power to wider international power politics. The 
book highlights in particular the importance of the large Ottoman navy, 
which influenced and gave a lead to other Islamic naval powers.

Margarette Lincoln Trading in War London’s Maritime World in the 
Age of Cook and Nelson, Yale University Press, 2018, £25

This book gives a vivid account of the forgotten citizens of maritime 
London who sustained Britain during the Revolutionary Wars. In the 
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half-century before the battle of Trafalgar the port 
of London became the commercial nexus of a global 
empire and launch pad of Britain’s military campaigns 
in North America and Napoleonic Europe. The unruly 
riverside parishes east of the Tower seethed with life, 
a crowded, cosmopolitan, and incendiary mix of 
sailors, soldiers, traders, and the network of ordinary 
citizens that served them. Harnessing little-known 
archival and archaeological sources, Lincoln recovers 
a forgotten maritime world. Her gripping narrative 
highlights the pervasive impact of war, which brought 
violence, smuggling, pilfering from ships on the river, 
and a susceptibility to subversive political ideas. It also 
commemorates the working maritime community: 

shipwrights and those who built London’s first docks, wives who coped 
while husbands were at sea, and early trade unions. This meticulously 
researched work reveals the lives of ordinary Londoners behind the 
unstoppable rise of Britain’s sea power and its eventual defeat of Napoleon.

SNR members can order this book at the special price of £20.00 (RRP 
£25.00) when ordering direct from www.yalebooks.co.uk. Enter promo 
code Y1814 when prompted at the checkout stage of your order. Special 
price applies to UK and EU orders only. Offer runs from 10 April to 30 
June 2018. Free postage and packing UK only.

Peter Hore Henry Harwood: Hero off the River Plate, Pen & Sword, 
31May 2018, £25

Henry Harwood is best known for his destruction of the Admiral Graf 
Spee at the battle of the River Plate in December 1939 about which 
Winston Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty, said: ‘This brilliant 
sea fight takes its place in our naval annals and in a long, cold, dark winter 
it warmed the cockles of the British hearts’. Despite that great victory 
Harwood remains, until now, one of three great British naval commanders 
of the Second World War who is without a biography.

Admiral Sir Henry Harwood’s wider naval career was remarkable 
and epitomised the Royal Navy in the first half of the twentieth century. 
He was one of the navy’s intellectuals, gaining first class passes in all his 
examinations and, during his interwar service on the South American 

station, learning Spanish. During his service in important 
staff appointments and at the Imperial Defence College, 
he made a particular study of international relations and, 
in the light of perceived fallings at sea in the First World 
War, of tactics and command. He was thus well-qualified 
when in 1936 he became commodore in command of the 
South American division of the America and West Indies 
station, and well prepared to meet and defeat the German 
pocket battleship Admiral Graf Spee with his inferior 
force of cruisers in 1939.

He was promoted assistant chief of the naval staff at 
the Admiralty, and, in 1942, appointed Commander-
in-Chief, Mediterranean, in succession to Sir Andrew 

http://www.yalebooks.co.uk/
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Cunningham. Then, commanding a fleet too enfeebled for its tasks, he 
found Montgomery plotting against him and Churchill loosing confidence 
in him before being relieved of his command. Invalided out of the navy in 
1945, and subsequently blamed by many for the navy’s perceived failings 
in the Mediterranean, he died a disappointed man in 1950.

The author has been given exclusive and unique access to the Harwood 
family archives and, in the light of these previously unpublished papers, 
has set about rehabilitating the character, career and achievements of this 
great British admiral. For all historians and enthusiasts of the Royal Navy 
in the Second World War, this will be essential reading.

University and Other Courses

This section can now be found on the Topmasts page of the SNR website, 
under ‘News Categories’. The reader’s attention will be drawn to any 
additions or changes to this section as they are made.

In this edition, the maritime history modules offered by Plymouth 
University have been added to this section

Society for Nautical Research 
Membership Report

1 January 2018 to 31 March 2018

New Members
George Butler Newcastle upon Tyne
Tony Dalton Oban, Argyll and Bute
Brian Korthof Rosemount, Minnesota, USA
Bill Westbrook Saint Paul, Minnesota, USA
Andrew Wareham Weldon, Corby
Chipp Reid Annapolis, Maryland, USA
Kevin Grant Edinburgh
Peter Debney Clitheroe, Lancashire
Bernard Lawrence Redcar & Cleveland
Dean Morris  Colombo, Sri Lanka
Tadeus Klimczyk Sopot, Poland
David Manthey Burnt Hills, New York, USA
Bridget Millmore Lewes, East Sussex
Michael Palmer South Ronaldsay, Orkney Islands
Tony Scott Tonbridge, Kent
Rashad Salim London
Jan Kellerman Berlin, Germany
Barry Jolly New Milton, Hampshire
Arnold Kriegstein Mill Valley, California, USA
Craig Grant New South Wales, Australia
Byron Angel Greer, South Carolina, USa
Nancy Egloff Williamsburg, Virginia, USA
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Students
Angus Paton Glasgow
Alexander Scarr Hall Northwich, Cheshire
Leanna Brinkley Shoscombe, Somerset
Emily Akkermans Tonbridge, Kent
Gijs Dreijer Exeter, Devon
Joe Davey Bath, Somerset
Luke Malpass Paisley, Renfrewshire
John Aldernethy Chelsea, Michegan. USA
Mary Morley Stadhampton, Oxford
Nicholas Mead University of Southampton
Andrew Bowen Taverham, Norfolk
Mark Hoskin Eltham, London
Villi Kari Helsinki, Finland
Scott Carballo Glasgow
Jessica Tearney-Pearce St John’s College, Cambridge
Alison Baxter Oxford
Jonathan Klug Fortleavenworth, Kansas, USA
Simon Smith Ramsbury, Wiltshire

Reported deaths
John Bingham Denmead, Hampshire
O. T. P. Roberts Amlwch, Wales
P. Hasler London
Ray Sutcliffe Hampton Wick, Surrey
M. A. Oliver Chichester, West Sussex
Peter Grindal Olveston, South Gloucestershire
Robert Prescott Fife, Scotland
Ron Fiske Salhouse, Norfolk

The Editor of Topmasts is grateful to Bob Smith for sharing the burden of 
editing and collating the contents of the newsletter and to Paula Turner, 
our production editor and typesetter.
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