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University and Other Courses
Bournemouth University

BA(Hons) & BSc(Hons) Archaeology 

Year 2 Optional Module Maritime Archaeology
This unit is focused on the development of maritime archaeological 
traditions and management regimes in the UK. You will be introduced 
to the archaeology of boats and ships from the past enabling you to 
understand the broad chronology of their development. 

MSc Forensic Archaeology Optional Module Marine Environment, 
Heritage & Spatial Planning
Environmental changes in the marine environment have affected the 
degradation and preservation of underwater heritage. This unit, which 
may involve field trips, will help you understand the effect of physical, 
chemical and biological damage to the historic environment and natural 
hazards to historical and archaeological sites in coastal and shallow marine 
environments. 
https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/courses

University of Exeter

MPhil and PhD courses in Maritime Historical Studies

The Centre for Maritime Historical Studies is the oldest established centre 
for this specialism in a British university. The Centre seeks to promote 
research into economic, social, political, naval and environmental aspects 
of the British maritime past from the earliest times to the present day. 
The Centre holds termly research seminars (in conjunction with the 
Society for Nautical Research), an annual international Maritime History 
Conference and a twice-yearly Strategic Policy Studies Group symposium 
(with associated publication). 

See the website of the Centre for Maritime Historical Studies.

https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/courses
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University of Hull

BA History with Maritime History; MA and PhD

Maritime history is the study of humankind’s relationship with the seas and 
oceans. It is a subdiscipline of ‘history’ and cannot survive intellectually 
or philosophically without it. Since humans are terrestrial, the history of 
their encounters with the sea is implicitly an extension of the history of 
lands and their peoples.

The Department of History offers the BA History with Maritime 
History in the field of maritime historical studies. Maritime history modules 
are also offered to students registered on the History Department’s MA 
programmes, while supervision is available for those seeking to undertake 
a PhD.

http://www2.hull.ac.uk/fass/maritimehistoricalstudiesce.aspx 

University of Malta

MA Global Maritime Archaeology

The University of Malta offers a new international master’s programme 
in Global Maritime Archaeology. This 13-month intensive course is being 
offered in collaboration with the University of Western Australia and 
Western Australian Museum.

This MA in Global Maritime Archaeology is intended to expose students 
to a broad range of facets that fall within this discipline. Students will be 
able to start and develop their careers in the field of archaeology with special 
emphasis on the maritime and underwater sub-disciplines of the subject. 
Furthermore, students may use the skill garnered from this robust course 
to pursue careers that are not related to archaeology. Skills-sets acquired 
throughout the one year duration of this programme are multi-dimensional, 
flexible and most importantly, desirable to stakeholders and employers.

We would like to announce that we are offering a scholarship for the 
coming academic year. 

http://www.um.edu.mt/icp/ma-marine-archaeology

University of Nottingham
Modules in Underwater Archaeology are taught at the Department of 
Archaeology at the University of Nottingham. All levels are offered with 
modules available as part of the Archaeology BA and BSc programmes, a 
Masters by Research and a PhD in underwater archaeology topics.

The BA Archaeology aims to introduce the discipline of archaeology 
and to explain how archaeologists use evidence to interpret the past. 
Progression from the first-year core modules leads to a more in-depth, 
scientific approach in the second and third years. The Underwater 
Archaeology module functions as an introduction to the subject using 
specific case studies, and will discuss the full range of underwater remains 
from shipwrecks and sunken harbours to logboats and lake dwellings. 

The university also offers a Masters by Research in Underwater 
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Archaeology and MA modules in underwater related topics. Research in 
Underwater Archaeology related topics leading to PhD and MPhil is also 
offered.

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/groups/uarc/related-courses/
index.aspx

Plymouth University

The following options are avaialble in the history department

Year 2 Optional Module Royal Navy in the Age of Sail, 1545–1815
This module examines the royal navy and the development of British 
naval power between 1545 and 1815. Beginning with the sinking of the 
Mary Rose in 1545 this module explores changing role of the navy and sea 
power in defence to the end of the Napoleonic wars in 1815. This module 
also investigates the logistics, technological changes and social history of 
the navy in this period. 

Year 3 Optional Module Piracy and Privateering, c 1560–1816 
This module explores piracy and privateering activity in the seas around 
the British Isles and further afield from the reign of Queen Elizabeth to 
the end of the second Barbary War in 1816. This course focuses on the 
social history of piracy and privateering, the organisation of pirate society, 
and the economic impact of piracy and privateering. This module can also 
be taken as an MA option. 

ht tps : / /www.plymouth .ac .uk/courses/undergraduate/ba-
history/featured-module-piracy-and-privateering-in-the-british-
isles-c-1560-1816

https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/ba-history

Portsmouth University

MA Naval History, one year full time or two years 
part time distance learning

What was the Royal Navy’s role in British history, and that of its 
empire?  Why did Nelson become such a hero and how was he 
depicted? Through a unique partnership with the National Museum of the 
Royal Navy, this programme explores these questions in the context of 
400 years of naval history. You will examine the importance of the Royal 
Navy to British and global history, while engaging with the life of the 
ordinary sailor in peace and war, the cult of the naval hero, and the navy – 
and its sailors – in popular culture. To do so, you will draw on a range of 
naval experts, curators, and primary sources, including the rich collections 
of Portsmouth’s naval museums. The flexible distance format allows you 
to learn from leading naval experts as well as the latest scholarship and 
debates in the field. For full details see:

http://www.port.ac.uk/courses/history-politics-and-social-studies/
ma-naval-history/
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University of Southampton

MA/MSc Maritime Archaeology (1 year)

Investigation of the maritime past has gathered rapid momentum in recent 
years, becoming a dynamic and focused field of archaeology. As well as 
investigating submerged landscapes, settlements and shipwrecks, the 
whole ‘coastal zone’ is now being acknowledged as a priority in terms of 
protection, management and research.

Archaeology graduates can develop an exciting specialism through 
studying this Masters in Maritime Archaeology degree. Explore the 
changing relationship people have had with the world’s oceans and seas 
through the technologies of seafaring, histories of environmental change, 
the record from submerged landscapes and coastal sites. You will receive 
either an MA or MSc certificate on successful completion of this course, 
depending on the research and focus of your dissertation.

The Masters course in Maritime Archaeology course provides 
archaeology graduates with a fascinating specialism. Achieved through 
a variety of theoretical classroom learning and practicing archaeology 
in seas, rivers, lakes and intertidal environments. The in depth study of 
past societies and their relationship with the water, provides you with the 
opportunity to observe shipwrecks and the exhumed artefacts. 
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/humanities/postgraduate/taught_
courses/taught_courses/archaeology/v400_ma_msc_maritime_
archaeology.page 

Historic Vessel Conservation Qualification
Now Open for Applications

Course Overview
National Historic Ships UK are pleased to now offer a qualification in 
Historic Vessel Conservation.  This  course  is unique in addressing the 
specialist knowledge needed to understand a historic vessel project. It will 
establish a national standard, ensuring that the conservation work being 
carried out on these craft follows recognized guidelines.

During the course, you will gain a real understanding of different 
approaches, terminology, standards and outcomes and put these into 
practise.
Duration 6 months
Cost of whole course £3100
Cost of individual unit £500
Rolling enrolment to suit the earner

Structured, supportive, flexible learning
This course is designed to be studied at a distance, giving you the flexibility 
to learn from any location within a structured and supportive framework. 
The majority of your learning will be done online through the use of 
an online virtual learning environment called Blackboard which can be 
accessed by registered users. 
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http://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/pages/historic-vessel-
conserva t ion-qua l i f i ca t ion .h tml?mc_c id=173dfd1f70&mc_
eid=51ee725801 

However, online applications will not be possible through the National 
Historic Ships UK website until its update is complete in March 2018. If 
you would like more information, including how to apply, contact info@
nationalhistoricships.org.uk 

http://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/pages/historic-vessel-conservation-qualification.html?mc_cid=173dfd1f70&mc_eid=51ee725801
http://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/pages/historic-vessel-conservation-qualification.html?mc_cid=173dfd1f70&mc_eid=51ee725801
http://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/pages/historic-vessel-conservation-qualification.html?mc_cid=173dfd1f70&mc_eid=51ee725801
mailto:info@nationalhistoricships.org.uk
mailto:info@nationalhistoricships.org.uk

