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Chairman’s Column
Following this year’s AGM on 16 June at the National Museum of the
Royal Navy, the opportunity was taken to present two Society medals on
the quarterdeck of HMS Victory: a very special place for such a ceremony.
The Society’s most prestigious medal,
the Centenary Medal, was presented to Dr
Susan Rose. A medieval historian, Susan
read history at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford,
where she obtained a BA(Hons). She gained
her PhD from Birkbeck College, London, on
the navy of the Lancastrian Kings; her thesis
was entitled The Accounts and Inventories
of William Soper, Clerk of the King’s Ships
1422-27. She also has a MA in Computer
Applications for Historians from the Institute
of Historical Research.
Susan has been a member of the SNR for well over 50 years and has been
closely involved with the affairs of the Society over that entire period. She
was first elected to the Council in the 1960s, and at that time she was
still working on her PhD thesis. She was later elected as a trustee of the
Society under the old Articles of Association and eventually became a
vice-president. In more recent years Susan has been a member, and at one
time the chairman, of the Research and Programmes Committee. She is
currently a member of the editorial board of The Mariner’s Mirror and has
thus been closely involved with the affairs of the Society.
Throughout her time teaching at a variety of secondary schools, lecturing
at Roehampton University and some 30 years with the Open University,
Susan has continued her research into medieval shipping. She has published
numerous books and articles, including Medieval Naval Warfare (2002),
and The Medieval Sea (2007). She has also written on other aspects of
medieval social and economic history including Calais, an English Town
in France 1347–1558 (2008) and The Wine Trade in Medieval Europe 1000–
1500 (2011). In 2014 Susan was awarded the Society’s Anderson Medal for
her book, England’s Medieval Navy 1066–1509 (2013).
This year’s Victory Medal was presented to Captain George Hogg
RN Rtd. George has worked for many years on maritime history with
particular emphasis on small boats. He has strong Cornish maritime roots,
as his great grandfather was a shipbuilder at
Feock.
I have to confess I have known George for
many years; in fact, we joined the Royal Navy
at much the same time, rather over 65 years ago.
George served in the Royal Navy for 37 years,
undertaking, among many roles, that of naval
attaché to states in South America. During his
time as a naval attaché part of his patch was
Peru where he was able to help Meriel Larkin
acquire the Yavarí from the Peruvian navy
on Lake Titicaca. Meriel was, of course, our
Victory Medal recipient in 2016.
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A keen maritime historian, on retirement George became the Honorary
Curator of the Cornwall Maritime Museum, and following the creation
of the National Maritime Museum Cornwall in 1998 he became one of
the first trustees. Much of his time since has been spent developing the
Cornwall Galleries and the Bartlett Library, which is now a valuable
maritime archive. He is also responsible for the creation of the Yacht
Design Database, which is a unique index of boat plans compiled from 18
different yachting magazines dating back to 1891.
George was the initiator and founder of the National Small Boat
Register and, with no government funding available, he worked tirelessly
in a volunteer capacity to document and record the UK’s small craft,
travelling the length and breadth of the country to review vessels and
offer support to owners. Most recently, he single-handedly took on the
task of cataloguing the Eyemouth International Sailing Craft Association
boat collection, working with the auctioneers to salvage craft from the
liquidators and shuttling between Scotland and the West Country to
advise potential buyers despite the toll this took on his own health.
George has a wealth of knowledge about the UK’s smaller historic craft
and is always generous with his time, sitting on the National Historic
Ships UK Registration Working Group for a number of years to help
develop a new vessel assessment framework. His level of commitment and
personal dedication to the world of historic ships is second to none and his
often timely interventions have, in many cases, been directly responsible
for saving and conserving significant collections or individual craft that
would otherwise have been lost.
Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton
Chairman, Society for Nautical Research

Editor’s Note
Welcome to the August edition of Topmasts. First, I must apologize to
readers and the organizers of the E. G. R. Taylor Lecture for publishing
details of last year’s lecture in the May edition of Topmasts. You can find
details of this year’s lecture on 11 October in the Lectures section of this
edition. My apologies to all concerned.
This edition includes articles on the Shwedagon, a tanker and case oil
carrier that was built in 1912 and operated largely in the Bay of Bengal;
and a follow-up to the Note in May’s Mariner’s Mirror relating to Admiral
Man that outlines the naval careers of three close relatives of the admiral.
We also have a summary of the little-known history of ethnic minority
seamen serving in the Royal and Merchant Navies and a brief history of
Thames fisheries.
Among the other familiar articles we have no fewer than three artefact
identity conundrums. John Bingeman poses the questions from his long
experience of maritime archaeology, and two readers have asked for help
in identifying artefacts in their keeping. Both are inscribed with the letters
SNR, but both are dated earlier than the founding of our Society. Is there
a historian of the nineteenth century who can tell us what ‘SNR’ referred
to? Is it perhaps an acronym associated with memorials? Is it English or
Latin? Please do let us know if you can help.
3
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In the foreword to his book Unofficial History, Field Marshal Slim,
possibly the greatest British general of the Second World War, writes,
These accounts are not as official history should be . . . completely
accurate and untouched by emotion. They are instead the more
individual and freer canvasses of a man trying to paint things seen,
felt and remembered; a shade blurred here, a trifle out of perspective
there . . . Yet withal true impressions of actual happenings as he saw
them.
In these words Field Marshal Slim has captured far more eloquently than
I ever could the essence of the articles that I seek to publish in Topmasts,
whether the narrative is experienced, researched or taken from the family
archive. Every reader of Topmasts has a common interest in matters
maritime, so every reader has it in them to write about their interest, so
please do get in touch to discuss your ideas for your Topmasts article.
Nigel Blanchford
Editor, Topmasts
topmasts@snr.org.uk

The Cased Oil Trade from Burma and the
Tanker ‘Shwedagon’, 1912–1952
A feature of the British Empire had been the emergence of large trading
conglomerates, almost invariably Scottish of origin, in each colony.
In Burma it had been Steel Brothers, founded by William Strang Steel
in 1870. Steel Brothers initially imported piece goods to Rangoon, but
within a year established their first rice mill which was to lead to Steel
Brothers becoming the largest millers and shippers of rice in the world.
The company’s activities broadened into tin dredging and production;
teak exporting; cement manufacturing; ships’ agency; and oil production
and refining.
In 1908, Steel Brothers went into partnership with an Indian, (Sir) Abdul
Karim Abdul Shakur Jamal, who had emerged from a lowly beginning as a
stall holder in the Rangoon bazaar to successfully engage in oil exploration
at Yenangyaung in Upper Burma and the establishment of a small refinery
at Seikkyi down stream from Rangoon. Strapped for cash to support his
development, Jamal approached Steel Brothers, and the jointly owned
Indo-Burma Petroleum Company (IBPC) emerged, in which Steels had
a 50 per cent managing interest. IBPC successfully developed fields at
Yenangyaung, at Indaw in the Upper Chindwin and uniquely at Lanywa,
where the oil-bearing structure was sited under the Irrawaddy River and
led to the building of a huge enclosing wall and an early form of directional
drilling to exploit the field. Movement of produced crude oil from the
foregoing fields to the refinery at Rangoon provided rich pickings for the
barging operations of the mighty Irrawaddy Flotilla, in those days the
largest inland transportation operation in the world.
Production of refined product – kerosene and candle wax – rapidly
grew at the IBPC refinery at Seikkyi, posing huge logistics problems. In
those days, before the advent of bulk storage and the means of transferring
4
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refined product to the markets in India, shipment was by way of cased
oil – soldered rectangular 5-gallon tins, two to a lightly scantled timber
case. The encased oil tins were fragile, and prone to any form of pressure,
especially vertical compression forces. (My father, a petroleum engineer,
once ruefully declared that before the days of US jerry cans, the frail
5-gallon tins could be the death of a military campaign.)
At its peak the refinery was producing 20,000 tins a day, and in an
attempt to overcome the glut of cased oil in Rangoon and in IBPC, in
1909 the company chartered the elderly British India steamer Scindia
(Built 1879, 3,480 tons dwt) to undertake a cased oil run to Calcutta. The
outcome was disastrous, leakage being such that there were seven feet of
oil in her hold when she discharged at Calcutta. The Master Attendant of
the Port Commissioners advised the company that a repetition would lead
to shipments of cased oil being barred. The company next chartered for
six months a small freighter, the Morven (Built 1894, 6,000 tons dwt.) This
vessel had one ‘particularly shallow ‘tween deck and cavernous holds’. To
overcome the problem of crushing, the company set about designing and
constructing ’tween decks out of teak at a cost of Rs.40,000, which proved
successful, only minor leakage ensuing. At the end of the charter, the cost
of constructing the ’tween decks was recouped by selling the oil-soaked
teak at a profit.
In 1911, with bulk storage installations and associated discharging
facilities completing at Calcutta and Bombay, soon to be followed by
Chittagong, the IBPC now moved into bulk shipments using the chartered
Royal Dutch Shell tanker / cased oil carrier Perlak. The Perlak, though
designated as a cased oil carrier and fitted with cargo handling derricks,
nonetheless was clearly designed to carry oil in bulk as well – IBPC clearly
needed the flexibility and as a tanker she loaded her first cargo for Calcutta.
The chartered Perlak was only a temporary expediency pending the
delivery of IBPC’s own tanker, the Shwedagon (3,391 grt) in 1912. Built
by Armstrong Whitworth on the Tyne, she had dimensions 312.0 feet
l.o.a. x 44.1 feet x 31.3 feet, with a draught of 22.3ft and was propelled by a
triple expansion steam engine delivering 199 n.h.p. She was longitudinally
divided by a centre line bulkhead into 6 x 2 cargo tanks, with summer
tanks arranged in the top outboard corners of the main port and starboard
tanks, giving her a flush hull profile. A cargo hold forward, served by
three derricks, was provided for general and drummed cargo.
A feature of the Shwedagon’s construction was the provision of three
sparred steel flats in each of nos 3 and 4 port and starboard main cargo
tanks, each fitted with four access hatches and ladders. These three flats
were in effect permeable ‘tween decks to facilitate either the carriage of
bulk oil or cased oil in nos 3 and 4 tanks. No derricks were provided to
serve these hatches, indeed no. 3 tank was situated under the centre castle,
so handling of cased oil in these tanks must have been a hugely intensive
manual operation.
Shwedagon presented a handsome ship of her time, if somewhat colonial
in her aspect, with teak open bridge, flush hull with white boot-topping
ribband, awnings over the tank decks, stocked anchors, an ice room in the
centre castle, tall raked funnel and three raked masts, two of them fitted
to carry fore-and-aft sails and a fore sail. A particularly curious feature of
her outfitting, given the abundant availability of fuel oil, was the fact that
5

Topmasts no. 27

IPBC’s tanker ‘Shwedagon’

she had both coal and oil bunkers, the main propulsion boilers apparently
being coal-fired, while the auxiliary boiler which provided her pumping
capability and port power, was oil-fired.
Over the years up to the Japanese invasion of Burma, she formed a
much-loved element of Steel Brothers’ inventory, trading about the Indian
Ocean from Rangoon. She sailed un-scathed through two World Wars, but
with the IBPC’s Burma oil operations curtailed by the Japanese invasion of
Burma, she went on to general tanker operations, spending her final years
from 1947 under British Tanker Company (BP) management. In December
1952, she arrived at T. Young, Sunderland, for breaking. A further curious
element of her later years was the fact that the name Shwedagon Tankers
appeared alongside the Anglo Iranian Oil Company (AIOC) and Shell in
the negotiations which accompanied the nationalisation of the AIOC’s
interest by the Mossadegh government.
As my old friend, Captain G. A. B. King CBE, a former member of
Council of the SNR and of Tanker Practice and BP Tanker Co. fame once
wrote to me of Shwedagon,
They don’t build them like that any more; nor should they! But she
seems to symbolise a bygone age, more innocent and certainly more
stylish. Can you imagine topping up a tank of motor spirit (at say 100
tons per hour) under an awning with a large, cold gin sling waiting
for you beside your cane chair on the lower bridge and an invitation
to dinner at the Embassy lying on your desk. Never happened to us
– well, not to me anyway.
It would appear that very little archive material relevant to Shwedagon
appears to be extant. Her original build specification does not seem to
have survived. Steel Bothers are known to have extensively referred to
her in their House Magazine, but none of these magazines seem to have
survived. Or is such information lying hidden – it may be that Members
could help in furthering research on this splendid little ship by throwing
light on the existence of the House Magazine or other research leads?
Captain Peter H. King FNI
SNR Member
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A Man’s a Man for A’ That:
A clarification of the identity of each Robert Man
There have been various instances of mistaken identity concerning the four
eighteenth-century senior naval officers – two admirals and two captains
– named Robert Man. With two wives, a sister and a daughter between
them all with the name Elizabeth, there has been ample opportunity for
confusion. Their relationship to each other has never been established, but
it is now possible to remedy this for the first time.1
Robert Man (1675–1745), in his later years captain of Greenwich
Hospital and married to Elizabeth Pearse, had three children: Robert,
Charles Wager and Thomas. A Robert Man is recorded as serving under
the father in no fewer than three ships – Plymouth, Sunderland and Orford
– suggesting strongly a paternal relationship. He was still a boy when his
father commanded Plymouth, and there is clear evidence that this service
was a convenient fiction: more income for the father, and service towards
that required for promotion for the son.
The will of Charles Wager Man, recently discovered in an obscure set
of volumes of Antigua documents transcribed in the nineteenth century,
stated that his brother Robert was a captain in the Royal Navy. That Robert
can only have been the first of the two admirals, thereby confirming the
relationship. Admiral Man (1721–83) served as commander-in chief in the
West Indies, where he established a well-run naval hospital in Antigua, and
in the Mediterranean, and later as a Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty.
The relationship of the other two Robert Mans is even clearer. The first
of these was Captain Robert Man (1720–62), one of the small number
who set sail with Anson in 1740 and returned four years later having
circumnavigated the globe. An ordinary seaman when leaving England, he
benefited from the patronage of Philip Saumarez who rated him a master
gunner, the progression, albeit rare, for a humble sailor rather than a future
officer, and later assisted his promotion to lieutenant. Man had worked his
way to the quarterdeck the hard way, and his lack of education showed
when he became a post captain in 1757, struggling to cope with the intense
bureaucratic instructions of the Admiralty.
Captain Man took command of his second ship, the 28-gun frigate
Milford, in 1758 and died in action in 1762, taking a French vessel, La
Gloire. Serving with him in Milford were two sons, Robert and William.
The two sons of Captain Robert Man of Milford also served with their
father, and there is an abundance of official and newspaper reports to
confirm this. As with the first pair, family records of christenings and
marriages provide yet more confirmation, including the dead man’s sister
and wife both being named Elizabeth.
The older of the two boys was the future Admiral Robert Man (1745–
1813). Man distinguished himself in the early part of his career, and was
reckoned by Nelson to be ‘a good man in every sense of the word’. In 1796
he took his worn-out squadron home from the Mediterranean, causing
Jervis to complain – not wholly justly or accurately - that this action had
lost that sea to the French and Spanish. The refrain was taken up by the
1 The full story of these four naval officers may be found in Daphne Austin and Barry Jolly
‘Admiral Robert Man: Scion of a Naval Dynasty’ in Milford-on-Sea Historical Record Society
Occasional Magazine n.s. vol. 6 (2019).

7

Topmasts no. 27
editor of Nelson’s letters and despatches in 1845, and only recently has
this cloud been removed from Man’s reputation.2
What has remained slightly obscure is the relationship between the two
pairs of Robert Mans, a captain and an admiral in each case. Even so, the
existence of a relationship can now be established.
The first admiral (1721–83) was instrumental in furthering the career
of the second from the moment that Robert Man of Milford was killed in
action. Indeed, his first action was to secure pensions for the widows and
the children, describing himself significantly as ‘a near kinsman’, before
taking his namesake on board his own ship. In the short term he was a
signatory on the younger man’s (1745–1813) lieutenant’s passing certificate.
Later having attained flag rank himself, he was able to appoint the younger
man to the command of a sloop, a valuable step towards achieving post
rank which followed soon after.
There appear to have been a considerable gap in personal circumstances.
The first admiral left to the second his library. What is of interest here is
that it appears to have been assembled by his father and his grandfather.
Various directory reports show that another Robert Man bought The
Poetical Works of Mr. John Milton in 1720, The British Merchant (1721),
The Works of Shakespeare . . . collated and corrected by the former
editions, by Mr Pope (1725), The Civil History of the Kingdom of Naples .
. . translated (1739), and A Complete Guide to the Officers of His Majesty’s
Customs in the Out-ports. Being forms, precedents, and instructions for
the execution of every branch of the business of that revenue (1732). These
purchases were made before the announcement of the death in September
1733 of ‘Mr Man, father of Robert Man, Esq; at Wandsworth, reputed
worth 20,000 l.’ More purchases followed: Bishop Burnet’s History of His
Own Time (1734) – the purchaser identified more specifically this time as
Captain Robert Man – The Statutes at large from Magna Charta to the
seventh year of King George II. Inclusive (1735) and Poems upon several
occasions by Mary Leapor (1748).
The evidence is circumstantial, but a clear thread emerges: a rich man
perhaps in trade (the £20,000 being worth some millions in today’s terms),
and his son, a naval captain with an interest in history and literature. The
latter’s son – the first admiral – bequeathed the library to another member
of the family, the second Admiral. The library, the house in Greenwich,
the diamond earring, together with the ‘furniture liquors china and linen’
detailed in his will, all speak of a very well-to-do gentleman. So too do the
‘Topaz ring set round with Diamonds a diamond girdle buckle which was
my mothers and my blood stone snuff box set in gold’, which were left to
a relation, Mrs Mary Mackenzie. It may be noted that the final beneficiary
to receive the library, the second admiral, was born in Wandsworth, the
home of the first purchaser of the books.
To what extent the younger admiral appreciated his good fortune in
possessing an expensively acquired library is not known. What is apparent
is that his father – of Milford – was not well read. His commission and post
rank were due to ability as a seaman, but he found the administration of
the Navy’s regulations baffling. A well-read man he was not, and there is
no reason to believe that his sons were any different.
2 Barry Jolly ‘A Good Man in Every Sense of the Word: The reputation of Admiral Robert Man’
(forthcoming).
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The suggestion, then, is that he came from a junior line of descent from
an earlier common ancestor. The first admiral and the captain of Milford
were born too close together, 1721 and 1720 respectively, to have been
brothers, even to different mothers. At the same time, the relationship
must have been fairly close, not only for the first Admiral to refer to near
kinship, but also to have taken such an interest in his relations. The most
likely explanation, then, is that Robert Man of Greenwich and the father of
Robert Man of Milford were brothers, but, in spite of extensive enquiries,
it has not proved possible to verify this.
It would still be possible, of course, for the first admiral to have patronized
an unrelated namesake, but other evidence is compelling. The will, again
of Charles Wager Man, refers to his cousin Jane marrying a Henry Hall
barrister. Henry Hall had married Jane Helena Graham in 1744. They
had eight children in all between 1746 and 1757. The first, Henry, died in
infancy, but the fate of the other five is not known. However, two of the
children, Henry (the second son of that name) and Frances, are mentioned
in the wills of both admirals.
Indeed, in the will of the last Admiral Robert Man which was dated
30 December 1808, reference is made to their being cousins. The word
‘cousins’ is repeated in a codicil dated 7 June 1810 with a further telling
bequest, ‘I give to my cousins Henry & Frances Hall also the portrait
of the late Admiral Man desiring earnestly that the latter may never be
brought to an Auctioneers hammer.’
The evidence for Captain Robert Man (1675–1745) being the father of
Admiral Robert Man (1718–83), and for Captain Robert Man of Milford
being the father of Admiral Robert Man (1745–1813) is clear. Additionally,
the case for the two families being closely related, with Admiral Robert
Man (1718–83) being the cousin of Captain Robert Man of Milford, rests
firmly on the following considerations. First, the assistance that that
admiral gave to the family of Captain Robert Man of Milford during his
lifetime and after his death. Second, the assertion made by the admiral
(when still Captain Man) in the petition on behalf of the orphaned children
of Captain Robert Man of Milford that he was a ‘near relation’. Third, the
close relationship evinced in the wills of the two admirals both between
themselves and with the Hall family. Fourth, the statement by Charles
Wager Man that Jane Hall, wife of Henry Hall, was a cousin, and the
description by the second Admiral Robert Man (buried at Milford) of the
children of Henry and Jane Hall as cousins.
There have been many errors about the various Robert Mans in historical
texts, but the record has now at last been set straight.
Daphne Austin and Barry Jolly
Milford-on-Sea Historical Record Society
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The Multi-ethnic Royal Navy and Merchant
Marine, from the Seventeenth Century Onwards
Hidden histories: some glimpses
There are glimpses of black seamen in the history of maritime Britain.
N. A. M. Rodger relates in The Wooden World (1988) that the evidence of
a black seaman was accepted at a sodomy trial of two white men held at
the Nore in 1761. Rodger also relates the life of John Perkins, who joined
the navy in Jamaica as a ‘pilot extra’ in 1775; by 1797 ‘he was advanced
to commander’s rank’, in 1800 he commanded two frigates. Perkins
retired ‘because of ill health in 1805’. Perkins was a ‘mulatto’, and Rodger
questions, ‘was he born a slave?’
According to the Annual Register for 1815, ‘amongst the crew of the
Queen Charlotte, 110 guns, recently paid off . . . was a female African . .
. by the name of William Brown’. She certainly was not the first woman
working as a man on a ship, but I know of no other African women serving
in the Royal Navy.
In December 1842 HMS Wilberforce arrived in Plymouth from West
Africa, crewed by Africans as all but three of the British crew had died of
tropical diseases!
However, there is a much bigger history than these glimpses suggest.
Africans in the Royal Navy
Africans probably began to be recruited when the Royal Navy first sailed
down the African coast: a difficult, often shallow, coast with very few
ports, so local, experienced seamen were needed. The Kru, originally from
what today is the coast of Liberia, were the most expert navigators and
boatmen. So, for centuries many Kru were recruited. According to current
research they were paid the same as the white crew and had equal share of
bounties. They were crucial in the hunt for slave vessels both on West and
East African coasts when this ‘nefarious trade’ was made illegal by Britain
in 1807.
As many white seamen died from tropical diseases, other Africans, and
then West Indians, were also recruited. When discharged in England some
decided to remain, and undertook any work they could get, often on the
docks. They married local women.
Fugitive slaves often ran to join the navy and their numbers increased
when America fought for its independence from Britain. By the late 1770s
a sampling of musters for navy ships on the North American Station
indicates that blacks comprised about 3 per cent of their crews. There
were more on the West Indies Stations as many white seamen deserted
and settled there. Estimates of the proportion of Africans in the whole of
the Royal Navy in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries vary from
3 per cent to 25 per cent. Why conflicting estimates? The various registers,
musters and order books do not note ethnicity and usually all the listed
crew have English names. The reason for this is not clear, but I can only
presume that the English found Africans’ real names difficult.
What were the ‘real’ names of the African sailors on Nelson’s ships?
‘John Deman’ served with him in the West Indies. Research at The National
Archives established the name of the African seaman who appears in the
10
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paintings of the death of Nelson on HMS Victory and on Nelson’s Column:
John Ryan from Africa. The other non-British crew of the Victory were two
Indians, nine West Indians, 22 Americans (although we do not know how
many were ‘negroes’) and one Maltese woman disguised as a man! There
were men from 22 nationalities among the crew. The total number of black
seamen at the battle of Trafalgar were 17 born in Africa and 123 born in
the West Indies. Of course, there might have been more whose birthplace
would not indicate their skin-colour, such as Canada and Newfoundland.
For example, in 1857 William Hall became the first Canada-born seaman
to be awarded the Victoria Cross. William had been discharged from a
merchant ship in Liverpool in 1852 and signed up with the Royal Navy.
He was ‘a man of colour’ – his enslaved father had been rescued from an
American slave ship by the British frigate Leopard about 1812. His name
is derived from his father’s first employer, Jacob Hall.
We can learn much about the eighteenth century from the book The
Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, published in 1789
(republished many times; now available online, https://www.gutenberg.
org/files/15399/15399-h/15399-h.htm). It is the autobiography of a boy
kidnapped in Nigeria, enslaved, shipped to the Caribbean and sold, again
and again. In 1756 he was bought by British naval officer Michael Henry
Pascal, who insisted on naming him ‘Gustavus Vassa’. He served with
Pascal in the Seven Years War with France. In the book he recounts his
work in the RN and in the merchant marine, how he saved enough money
to purchase his own freedom in 1766, and his subsequent campaigns
against slavery.
Naval officers owned enslaved Africans, and historians report that there
were both free and enslaved Africans working on the Royal Navy’s ships.
The navy bought slaves; they were known as the ‘King’s Negroes’. It is
not known whether these Africans were treated the same as white seamen,
nor how blacks and whites got along onboard, or in the dockyards in the
West Indies and America.
For reasons not yet explained, the government’s racial attitudes changed
in 1870 when Kru were barred from employment. As the term ‘Kru’ was
often used for all seamen recruited in Africa, does this mean that all Africans
were now barred? And West Indians as well? Was this somehow due to
British policy having switched from making a fortune out of the trade in
enslaved Africans and their labour on plantations, to colonizing Africa?
After all, it was now promulgated that Africans had to be ‘christianized
and civilized’ as they were nothing but savages.
This discrimination continued as from the Admiralty files at the National
Archives we learn that in 1940 ‘coloured men . . . not British born and
the son of British-born parents’ were not to be recruited; the Director of
Naval Recruitment stated that ‘black men were automatically barred from
the RN’, even if ‘residing in England’. This was repeated in 1943.
The merchant marine
British shipping companies have employed seamen from India, usually
called Lascars, since the seventeenth century. From the 1920s to the end
of the Second World War, they made up a quarter to a third of the crews
employed on vessels registered in Britain. I have found the numbers given
for the period 1911–39 to be between 40,000 and 50,000.
11
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The terms and conditions of Lascars’ employment have always been
discriminatory. Acts of Parliament from 1823 onwards ensured that they
received less living space, lower wages, food and fresh water allowances,
war risk bonuses, pensions, etc., than their fellow white seamen doing the
same work. Lascars had to sign special contracts, which many could not
read. The British National Union of Seamen (NUS) colluded with and
condoned this discrimination, agreeing, for example, to the exclusion of
all seamen on ‘Lascar articles’ from the terms of the National Maritime
Board agreements, which regulated working conditions and wages.
According to some reports the NUS would only permit its members to
be employed – and ‘often barred ‘coloured seamen’ from membership!
Similar discriminatory conditions applied to the large numbers of West
Indian and West African seamen employed at the time.
Immediately the First World War ended there was less work available
for seamen. Rioting ensued in all major ports as discharged white seamen
wanted to exclude all ‘coloured’ seamen from employment. In 1919 the
government passed the Aliens Restriction (Amendment) Act barring
aliens from any but the lowest jobs on ships and demanded proof of
nationality. The chief immigration officer in Cardiff, a city with a large
black population, warned the Home Office in 1920 that ‘the presence of
coloured seamen is socially very undesirable and has given rise to a good
deal of trouble. The police are anxious to get rid of them . . . It would be
safer and better to place all these men in concentration camps.’ The next
year the King George’s Fund, which was supposedly aiding all seamen,
advised the Home Office that ‘coloured seamen constitute a very serious
danger to public peace’; Liverpool’s chief constable reported that as
‘rioting must be expected at any time’, black seamen were rounded up ‘for
voluntary internment until transport can be secured to take them back to
their homes in West Africa and the West Indies’. By August 1921 627 Black
seamen had been returned home ‘under government encouragement’.
Clearly the numbers shipped home were not felt to be sufficient.
Thus in 1925 the Special Restriction (Coloured Alien Seamen) Order
was introduced, to reduce or eliminate the number of ‘aliens’ obtaining
work in the UK. However, the chief constables in the major ports were
ordered to register all ‘coloured’ seamen as aliens! The British Shipping
Assistance Act of 1935, which aimed to help tramp shipping during the
ongoing depression, made the situation of these ‘coloured seamen’ even
worse. There was an unpublicized agreement between the NUS and the
shipping companies to not employ ‘coloured seamen’. The Committee
administering the Act stated in its 1937 report that ‘there is now practically
no unemployment amongst white seamen’.
I should note here that many seamen did not have proof of their
nationality, or even of their birthplace, because the colonies did not bother
to issue them. And why was it an Order and not an Act? Because Orders
did not have to be brought before Parliament.
A very long and very complex history.
There are a number of articles on the subject, published this century. The
following list is not comprehensive, there are probably others.
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Recent articles

Broich, J., ‘Kroomen Black Slaver Hunters’, History Today, December 2017, 56–6
Burroughs, R., ‘(T)he True Sailors of Western Africa: Kru seafaring identity in British travellers
accounts of the 1830s and 1840s’, Journal of Maritime Research 09:1, 2009, 51–67
Cobley, A., ‘Black West Indian Seamen in the British Merchant Marine in the Mid nineteenth
Century’, History Workshop Journal, 58, 2004, 259–4
Foy, C. R., ‘The Royal Navy’s Employment of Black Mariners and Maritime Workers, 1754–
1783’, International Journal of Maritime History, 28:1, 2016, 6–35
—, ‘ “Unkle Sommerset’s” Freedom: Liberty in England for black sailors’, Journal of Maritime
Research, 13:1, 2011, 21–36
—, ‘Eighteenth Century “Prize Negroes”: From Britain to America’, Slavery & Abolition, 31:3,
2010, 379–93
Kowaleski, M., ‘ “Alien” Encounters in the Maritime World of Medieval England’, Medieval
Encounters, 13, 2007, 96–121

Articles by the author on Royal Navy and merchant marine

Kowaleski, M., ‘Race, Nationality and Employment among Lascar Seamen 1660 to 1945’, Journal
of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 17:2,1991
—, ‘Strikes! African Seamen, Elder Dempster and the Government, 1940–1942’, Immigrants
& Minorities, 13/2-3, July 1994 (reprinted in in Diane Frost (ed), Ethnic Labour and British
Imperial Trade, Frank Cass, (1995)
—, ‘Blacks in the Royal Navy’, Black and Asian Studies Association Newsletter 23, January 1999
—, ‘Lascars in Glasgow and the West of Scotland during World War II’, Scottish Labour History
Journal, 38, 2003
—, ‘And again: more on the Royal Navy’, Black and Asian Studies Association Newsletter 39,
April 2004
—, ‘Lascar Struggles against discrimination in Britain 1923–1945: the work of N. J. Upadhyaya
and Surat Alley’, The Mariner’s Mirror, 90:4, 2004
—, ‘Black sailors in the Royal Navy’, www.navyrecordsonline.co.uk, April 2014

Additional reading

Robertson, J. C., Review of P. E. H. Hair and J. D. Alsop, ‘English Seamen and Trades in Guinea
1553–1565’ (1992), The Sixteenth Century Journal, 25:3, 1994, 720–1
Kaplan, P. Merchant Sailors At War 1943-1945 Pen & Sword Military (2015)
Lavery, B. Empire of the Seas Bloombury (2012)
Williams, W. Mr Penrose: the Journal of Penrose, Seaman, Indiana University Press (2013)
Correspondence with the Ministry of Defence, 1998, referred to the Order Books for the African
Station (1930), China Station (1939) and East Indies Station (1930) in the Admiralty Library.
The King’s Regulations and Admiralty Instructions for the Government of His Majesty’s Naval
Service (HMSO, 1937), Articles 385, 1592, 1869 (4), 1980
Registry of Shipping and Seamen, Cardiff.

Marika Sherwood
SNR Member

The Fishing Fleets of the River Thames.
In the twenty-first century the River Thames is much cleaner after years
of pollution, and fish are starting to return to London’s river in numbers.
In earlier centuries the river was even cleaner and there were fishing fleets
based on the Thames and Barking in Essex had become the major port for
fish for the London markets. Indeed, as far back as the fourteenth century,
the most important industry in Barking was fishing.
In 1760 a man by the name of Scryingour Hewett came from Scotland
to buy some property in Dagenham, Essex. While looking, he met a girl
called Sarah Whennel, and they married and he joined his father-in-law’s
fishing business. Originally just two fishing smacks, the Hewett dynasty
was to become the largest fishing fleet in the country. The Hewett fleet
soon turned Barking into the principal port for Icelandic and North Sea
cod. During the French Wars (1793–1815), Barking fishing smacks, while
13
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This sketch by D. S. Paterson gives an idea of what an early nineteenth-century smack looked like
©https://shortbluefleet.org.uk

trawling, were attacked by French privateers. After the wars, with the help
of Samuel Hewett (son of Scryingour), Barking became the major Thames
fishing port. There was another small fishing family at Barking, called
Holme.
As well as Barking there were two other Thames fishing ports at
Gravesend and Greenwich in Kent. The larger of these two was Gravesend.
In 1714 there were 40-ton Gravesend fishing smacks in operation and by
1840 20 of these large boats were bringing cod and haddock to London.
The most prominent of the Gravesend fishing families were the Starbucks,
who sold their last boat in 1873. At Greenwich, the appropriately named
Fisher family, were the largest owners. They had a total of 37 cod smacks
fishing the Icelandic waters. By 1885 the fishing industry had completely
declined in the area.
The Short Blue Fleet
The Hewett Fleet of Barking carried a plain blue house flag, and was
known as the ‘Short Blue Fleet’. Hewett’s fleet at one time had a total of
220 craft at Barking and to crew these boats a total of 1,300 men and boys
were employed. Most famous of all the Hewett boats, were the ‘welled’
smacks. These boats were 45 feet long, cutter-rigged and strongly built to
withstand the severe weather conditions and Icelandic waters; they were
slow, having to carry 2 tons of water in the well in order to keep the fish
alive and fresh for market. To counteract this, Samuel Hewett came up
with what he called the ‘Fleeting System’. This involved the majority of the
fleet staying at sea, while specially designed faster, lighter boats collected
the fish from them.
On the return journey, the fish were gutted and packed in ice to protect
the catch, so that the fish was ready for Billingsgate Market (which in
1875 was rebuilt on the site of the old fish market) as soon as it arrived
at Barking. The ice in which the fish were packed, came in the winter
from the flooded marshland around Barking Creek, and in summer it was
brought from Norway. All ice was stored in ice houses, one of which could
14
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still be seen in Barking’s Abbey Road (originally called Fisher Street), up
to 1970. Samuel Hewett also built the first artificial ice-making plant in the
country, although it was not successful.
Thames fishing fleets were at their height by 1850, but then soon started
to dwindle for three main reasons. First, there was the pollution in the
River Thames, partly caused by raw sewage being pumped into the river
from the North London Outfall Sewer. There was also the development
of the River Humber as a major fishing centre and finally, railways made it
easier for fish to be bought from the east coast ports to London and other
major cites.
In 1854 the Hewett fleet, now run by grandson Robert, slowly began
leaving Barking, as Hewett had set up a new base at Gorleston near Great
Yarmouth in Norfolk. At Great Yarmouth, the Short Blue Fleet grew to a
total of 240 Vessels. The only trace of the fleet there now, is a public house
on the seafront called the Barking Smack. In December 1863 disaster
struck, when 60 Barking men were lost in a gale off the Dutch coast. The
last of the Hewett boats left in 1865, along with 500 jobs. The last recorded
fishing smack at Barking left in 1899.
As well as fishing, Hewett had an Engineering Works called Hewett &
Co. at Battery Wharf, Barking. Among the boats that were built there was
the first steam trawler, which was built in 1885. Boat building flourished
until 1899, with both trawlers and fish carriers being built. In late 1899,
there was a major fire and explosion at the works. Ten people were killed
and many more injured, and the public house outside the works, called
the ‘Fishing Smack’ was badly damaged. Shipbuilding ended in Barking
in 1901 and the Hewett Fleet ended their days at Grimsby, Lincolnshire.
There is now no trace of either the fishing or shipbuilding industry at
Barking. The world biggest fish market, on the banks of the Thames at
Billingsgate in the City of London was closed in 1981, although a new one
was opened at the Isle of Dogs, in east London.
The only trace of the once proud fishing industry on the Thames is the
shellfish which are still landed and cooked fresh at Leigh-on-Sea, Essex,
and the small fish market at Whitstable in Kent.
Based on an article by the Newham History Society

Bob Smith
SNR Member

True’s Yard Fisherfolk Museum
In the short series about east coast museums with a maritime theme, I have
so far visited places new to me. True’s Yard is not new, rather it is a place I
visit a couple of times a year and have done for quite a few years.
True’s Yard Fisherfolk Museum is a social history museum in King’s
Lynn, Norfolk. It is an independent museum run almost entirely by
volunteers and depicts the story of the old North End fishing quarter of
King’s Lynn.
In addition to the exhibits is has a research area which contains many
recordings and films of the fisherman who were once the mainstay of
this area of King’s Lynn, as well as books and journals. The curators are
15
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always tremendously helpful and
there is a PhD or three waiting
to be written based on what this
exquisite museum contains!
King’s Lynn itself is a great
place to visit and a few yards
away from the museum is the
St Nicholas Chapel that has ties
to the sea, not least because its
magnificent spire served as a
navigation aid to those returning
home. The medieval past of the
town is palpable as you walk the
cobbled streets and the museum
is a five-minute walk from the
market square where reasonably
priced parking can usually be
found.
The museum does a great deal
of work with schools to keep the
memory of the area alive, and
the museum itself contains some
superb ship’s models that are a
visual reminder of how tough
the life of a North Sea fisherman
True’s Yard
was and still is. The highlight for me is always talking to the staff and
volunteers who have a deep knowledge of the area and its history, and it is
not unusual for one of them to be from one of the fishing families.
The website is well constructed and very helpful and can be found
through this link, https://truesyard.co.uk/
This museum is one of my favourites and as I live just across the
border in Wisbech it is easy for me to visit there. However, for any of
you visiting or holidaying on the east coast, it is well worth the visit and
can be combined with a visit to the Lynn museum by the bus station
which houses some artefacts of nautical interest and also has a permanent
exhibition of Seahenge, the timber henge discovered on the Norfolk coast
and preserved before the sea destroyed it. Their website can be found here,
https://www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk/lynn-museum
In coming issues I hope to explore some more of eastern England’s
maritime museums.
Bob Smith
SNR Member
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The Fenland Lighter Project
Some comment on an important ‘mainline’
A number of sources indicate that
the wide-ranging appeal and sheer
accessibility of Topmasts have
gained it a very varied readership,
comprising
everyone,
from
recognized authorities to people
with just a casual interest in this
or that aspect of maritime history.
For reasons of this sort, the present
writer believes, rightly or wrongly,
that the question of ‘flavour’ needs
consideration in some Topmasts
A generalized impression of a collier-brig, first half of 19th
material. Certainly, this column
century: some such brigs were converted from 18th century
involves the general ‘flavour’ of the
three-masted collier-barks
old-time east coast trade’s shipment
of coal to London, rather than any attempt at detailed information (see
also Topmasts 25 and 26). And why such a column at all? The answer
is that much of the seagoing commerce with which the Fenland lighters
interacted in their heyday (around 1700–1850) was, in effect, a ‘branch
line’ from the London-bound traffic just mentioned. For that reason, some
brief comment on the London ‘mainline’ seems appropriate at this stage.
One might begin with the Fife shore of the Firth of Forth, home to the
Scottish coal port of Kirkcaldy. Moving southwards, one can imagine a
sailing collier eventually passing the outfall of the River Tweed, and then
heading onwards to a succession of notable English locations. Within
that context, it seems inevitable that Newcastle should receive particular
consideration. Coal, a great part of it intended for shipment to London, was
a matter closely bound up with Newcastle’s commercial existence – a point
made clear in the old saying about folly and ‘bringing coals to Newcastle’.
In his day, Daniel Defoe made play with the word ‘mountains’ as a way
to emphasize the great quantities of coal to be seen in the Newcastle area.
Perhaps, though, he might have said more regarding the question of just
how such ‘mountains’ were transferred on board the waiting colliers, as
a prelude to seaborne distribution. Remarkable social, commercial and
technical aspects were involved.
Onwards and ever southwards sails our imaginary collier, passing by
Scarborough in due course, a
town which commonly seems
to receive more attention for
its historical links with medical
matters than with seafaring ones.
However, some way further along
the coast Flamborough Head
deserves particular comment. This
promontory often served as an
important shelter in times when
the terrible north-east gales lashed Fetching stores from ashore, to an anchored collier, c. 1800
17
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the North Sea. To modern eyes, the shelter provided by Flamborough
Head can look rather questionable but, in bygone times, it was enough
to make colliers and other coastal shipping crowd into whatever lee was
on offer. Understandable fears of the ‘north-easters’ saw to that. And
then, when the weather eased, voyaging would continue: veritable fleets
of sheltering vessels would make a brave sight as they headed out once
more for whatever destinations were in mind. Oddly enough, though,
experience at a range of international conferences, well into this present
century, suggested that Flamborough Head was much better known as the
approximate location of Paul Jones’s capture of HMS Serapis during the
American War of Independence.
Further southward, our imaginary collier would pass the outfall of the
River Humber offering, in effect, commercial access to various important
inland waterways such as the River Yorkshire Ouse. Further southward
of the Humber lay the Wash, that formidable feature of Britain’s eastern
coastline. The Wash and its problems of tricky currents and shifting
sandbanks will receive attention in the November column. For the time
being, it is enough to note that a London-bound collier would have tended
to give the Wash ‘a wide berth’. Depending on wind conditions, this might
well lead on to steering a course that would take it, for a while, much
further than usual from the land, aiming to make landfall on the northern
coast of Norfolk. Thereafter, steady coasting would bring the collier into
the waters of the Thames estuary – and, aided by skilful use of the tides,
the vessel would eventually ascend the Thames as far as London itself.
On occasion, Daniel Defoe railed against London as a place of ‘Smoke
and Dirt, Sin and Seacoal’; but at other times he was ready to rhapsodize
regarding the Port of London as ‘a kind of infinite’. Indeed, the crowded
Thames of those times must have made a most impressive sight: oceangoing vessels jostling with coastal freighters of varied size and rig: barges
and lighters of varied purpose, not the least being the handling of ‘Seacoal’.
In that regard, it is worth noting that pamphlets of the period indicated an
interesting level of stress and strain within London’s coal trade. It would
appear that mutual recrimination sometimes flowed between wharfingers,
lightermen and other interested parties. The telling title of just one such
publication is ‘The Case of the Owners of Ships employ’d in the Coal
Trade, being an Answer’. So much for this briefly stated ‘flavour’ of the
old-time ‘mainline’ at the heart of this column. In the November column,
what has been said here will serve as a background to various aspects of
the interface that existed between seagoing trade and the Fenland lighters
during their long heyday on the Ouse–Nene Complex of waterways.

Some suggested reading

Pat Rogers (ed.), Daniel Defoe: A tour through the whole island of Great
Britain (Penguin edition, 1971). Regarding the theme of ‘flavour’, one
should mention Professor Rogers’s view that Defoe’s Tour can be seen as
an unusually lively guide book, ‘irradiated with a poet’s vision’.
H. J. K. Jenkins FSNR
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Artefacts for Identification

Artefact 1: Object’s side and top view (material uncertain) from ‘Louisiana’ (1868) wreck

Artefact 2: Artefact approximate length 4 inches (100 mm) from the ‘St George’. Note: the British
government’s broad arrow.

Answers to artefact identification in Topmasts 26:
Artefact 1: Unable to confirm positive
identification. Most likely explanation
is an illicit still. The Ascension Island
guard ship was anchored in Clarence
Bay during much of the nineteenth
century. The earliest guard ship was
the Tortoise, replaced by the Maeander
in 1860 until wrecked in 1870 when
replaced by Flora. If it was an illicit
still it could have come from any of
these three vessels besides hundreds of
visiting ships that anchored in the Bay during the nineteenth century.
An interesting note: in St Mary’s Church Register of Baptisms, many of
the baby girls were christened ‘Flora’.
19
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Artefact 2 Removed by the
author from a 155-mm gun
dumped offshore following
the Second World War with
three similar guns. These
guns had been shipped to
Ascension Island in 1940 for
the Island’s defence with two
ex-HMS Hood guns.

Left: A 155-mm Puteaux gun – the carriages, gun mounting and barrels cut in two, were dumped
separately (illustration from the Internet)
Right: The remains of one of the four 155-mm gun positions overlooking Comfortless Cove. The
remains of the miniature railway lines used to cover the trench access can still be seen. The railway
lines came from the 1923 abandoned guano company’s installations.

The two 5.5 inch ex-HMS ‘Hood’ secondary armament guns sited overlooking the main
anchorage. These had been removed in the late 1930s from HMS ‘Hood’ to make way for
anti-aircraft guns. They only fired once in anger when a German submarine approached - it
disappeared rapidly. The gun shields were manufactured locally.
(Author’s photographs except where noted otherwise)
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SNR News

Fellows of the Society elected since the 2017 AGM
Rear-Admiral James Goldrick has been the Society’s Overseas
Corresponding Member for Australia for many years. His distinctions as
an author include winning the Society’s Anderson Medal, and an impressive
bibliography of authored and edited works. He has a number of significant
academic appointments, including Commander Joint Education, Training
and Warfare.
H. J. K. Jenkins has contributed over 110 articles, notes and reviews to
both The Mariner’s Mirror and Topmasts over 45 years. His two key areas
of work are the Fenland Lighter Project, founded in 1978, and the study of
French privateering in Guadeloupe in the Revolutionary and French wars
– work which has been published in both England and France.
Dr Byrne McLeod was honorary secretary of the Society from 2013–
18, and during that time she took the lead in many projects, including
the archive analysis which enabled many members to contribute to
the availability of over a hundred year’s worth of articles, notes and
documents on the Society’s website. In addition she organized a review of
the Society’s archive at the National Maritime Museum which has made it
fit for purpose and available to researchers.

‘Invincible’ (1758)
Historic Wreck Site Excavations
Fund-raising by Bournemouth University

Bournemouth University held a fund-raising private viewing on 13 June
at Trinity House, London. It was well attended by people thought likely
to make contributions to enable the excavations to continue for a further
two years.
LIBOR funding of £2 million allocated in 2016 has enabled the Licensee
Dan Pascoe, supported by Maritime Archaeology Sea Trust, Bournemouth
University and the
National Museum of
the Royal Navy to
carry out successful
excavations in 2017
as well as further
productive excavations
in May into June
this year. It has been
discovered that the
Horse Tail sandbank
had
migrated
southwards
further
exposing the wreckage
John Bingeman was invited to provide a display of artefacts recovered
on its north side. This
from the 1980s (John was the site’s Government Licensee 1980-2010)
has revealed much
(photograph courtesy of John Bingeman)
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more of the wreck site previously undiscovered in the 1980 excavations
carried out by John Bingeman’s team.
The exposure puts the site at great risk and if further funding cannot
be obtained would leave the site vulnerable to storm damage and the
inevitable loss of priceless artefacts.
Bournemouth University is sponsoring the further fund raising for
the Project. People wishing to contribute should contact Claire HouseNorman, Director of Fundraising and Alumni Relations, Bournemouth
University, chousenorman@bournemouth.ac.uk
John M. Bingeman FSNR

Strandingsmuseum Sy George

Thorsminde Maritime Museum, Denmark

74-gun ‘Defence’ towing 98-gun ‘St George’, painting by N. Dannerfjord (author’s photograph)

The Society’s Vice-President John Bingeman was invited to assist in the
identification of artefacts recovered from the 98-gun St George (1785–
1811) and the 74-gun Defence (1763–1811) besides other unidentified
artefacts from local wrecks along this notorious Jutland coast. The
invitation came from Ingeborg
Svennevig,
responsible
for
Museums’ Cultural History for
the Holstebro Municipality.
When the Bingemans visited
the earlier museum in 2004, it had
just received St George’s rudder
recovered from the seabed by Gert
Normann Anderson’s Company.
Previously, Gert and his divers
were responsible for recovering
many of the artefacts in the
museum. St George’s rudder had
Strandingsmuseum St. George with central viewing tower
been lost south of Rødsand off the
that houses her rudder (author’s photograph)
east coast of Denmark during an
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Top left: The 12-metre-high ‘St George’s’ rudder suspended
on wires
Left centre: The museum’s main exhibition hall
Lower left: The best bower anchor of ‘St George’: these
were 15 per cent heavier than regular anchors
Top right: Recording loss of weight during the drying
process – it weighs 8 tons
Lower right: The bell of ‘St George’ recovered in 1876, used
in a church near Købing until 2011
(author’s photographs)

earlier gale. On our recent visit, we found an even more impressive museum
reconstructed to house the rudder that led to the loss of this famous ship.
She had been Nelson’s flagship at the battle of Copenhagen (1801) though
Nelson actually transferred to the shallower drafted Elephant to press
home his final attack. The rudder now hangs upright making an unusual
and impressive central feature within this specially designed building to
house the recoveries from North Sea strandings.
The Strandingsmuseum St George at Thorsminde held an open day for
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A close-up of the wall behind the anchor with waves listing the names of nearly 1,400 men who lost their lives on that
tragic Christmas Eve. Only a very few survived from the two ships. A number of ship’s timbers feature throughout the
museum as seats (author’s photograph)

local divers and beach combers to bring any artefacts for identification and
recording. Those attending were of a certain age; it was thought that in
the future these artefacts might be donated. John joined museum curators
from other local museums to handle and identify artefacts. Each artefact
was photographed, measured, recorded and identified where possible.
John Bingeman FSNR

HMS ‘Victory’ Relic
A link to the Society?
I recently purchased a relic of HMS Victory which may have some
connection with the Society for Nautical Research, of which I am a
member, and I am hoping that some member(s) of the Society might be
able to provide further information about it.
The relic is actually in two pieces (see the attached photograph). One is
a copper(?) nail 41⁄8 inches long and
is inscribed ‘hms victory’. The
nail is mounted on what appears to
be a piece of oak decking, 5 inches
long by 3 inches wide by 11⁄4 inches
thick. On one corner of the oak
decking are inscribed the letters
snr and the figures 1809. The
somewhat tattered green felt was
there when I purchased the relic.
My assumption is that originally
the relic was in an upright position,
A piece of oak from HMS ‘Victory’, inscribed ‘SNR’ – any
with the green felt on the bottom,
thoughts? (author’s photograph)
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but as one of the two wires affixing the nail is now broken, I keep the relic
in the position seen in the attached photograph.
The letters SNR made me think, of course, of the Society for Nautical
Research. Given the close association of the Society with the preservation
of HMS Victory, it occured to me to inquire further whether there might be
some connection between this relic and the Society. Any such information
on this would be most gratefully received, as would any other information
concerning the relic that may be learned.
Charles Ziegler
SNR Member cziegler1@hotmail.com

A Mysterious Artefact
My father, now 88 and rather frail, has this spoon in his possession and
we think that this would have been given to my great-grandfather, Sir
Summers Hunter, an engine builder on the Tyne and well-respected marine
engineer. I wonder if one of your members can identify the origins of this
artefact?

The engraving on central part is a pagoda flanked by two flags. On the
right is the Union Flag, and to the left is another flag, so far unidentified.
The engraving on the ‘bowl’ of the spoon – ‘SNR April 25th 1905’ – clearly
does not relate to the initials of Sir Summers, nor to the Society, which did
not exist at that time.
Also, I have three books that are looking for a new home. Maybe you
know of someone who may be interested (I am not looking for anything,
just a safe home for them)?
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Two are about Charles Parsons; one is a short biography focusing,
naturally, on his engine designs, commemorating the centenary of his
birth and published in 1954 by Parsons (the Heaton works). The other is
a large tome, The Evolution of the Parsons Steam Turbine, published in
1911. It has many drawings and photographs.
There is also a large book with (beautifully) handwritten notes of
engineers’ comments for the building of several dozens of ships, all
presumably coming from the Tyne works. Dates are from the late 1910s
to the early 1930s.
Cunliffe Hunter

Scilly Latitudes
The typographers and engravers who engaged with Greenvill Collins’s
(1643–94) work, much abused the spelling of his first name. He, however,
signed his name consistently the same. In 1969 Coolie Verner published
a magnificent study of Greenvill Collins’s Great Britain’s Coasting Pilot,
giving great detail about its individual charts. In that study, Verner said
that the state 1 condition of 20 The Islands of Scilly chart contains latitude
figures. Most of the 30 known survivals of Collins’s pilot-book contain
that particular chart in its state 2 condition, after Collins deleted those
latitude figures. Possibly Verner sighted that Scilly Islands chart in its state
1 condition, as a loose copy independent of GBCP. Has anyone knowledge
of that chart’s state 1 latitude figures – perhaps cogently expressed as the
latitude of St Agnes’s lighthouse. Four other Collins charts provide that
lighthouse’s latitude, but it is that particular chart’s latitude value which is
being sought.
Paul Hughes
SNR Member tides@btinternet.com

Conference Reports
2018 Annual Conference of the North American Society for
Oceanic History (NASOH)
The 44th annual conference of the North American Society
for Oceanic History took place at St Charles, Missouri,
near the confluence of two great North American rivers,
the Mississippi and Missouri, between 20 and 23 May 2018.
This year’s hosts for the conference were the Missouri
Humanities Council and Texas Christian University, sponsoring the theme
‘From Rivers to the Oceans: Inland Maritime History and the Nexus of
French and Salt Water’.
Over the course of the three-day meeting, there were 13 sessions with
a total of some 38 papers presented during dual sessions. Among them
were three plenary round table discussions that focused on underwater
archaeology on lakes and rivers, methods, practices, and rivers; teaching
maritime history from the middle of the country; and the state of inland
and coastal maritime history. The other ten sessions dealt with a wide range
of topics within the broad theme of the conference, including maritime
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dimensions among native peoples, riverine technologies in critical and
comparative perspectives, river steamboats, American rivers and warfare,
popular culture, and the maritime aspects of the US–Mexican borderlands.
Conference attendees were treated to two outings. First they visited the
National Great Rivers Museum at the Melvin Price Locks and Dam on the
Mississippi River near East Alton, Illinois. While the group was touring
the facility operated by the US Army Corps of Engineers, a typical tow
of 16 barges lashed together three abreast passed through the lock. Each
individual barge carries about 1,500 tons of cargo. This is about 15 times
greater than the average American railway freight car and 60 times the
carrying capacity of a typical large lorry. The second outing was the
traditional NASOH boat tour. Starting from the St Louis waterfront
the group had the opportunity to see from the water the pier and cargo
facilities in the area. In addition, they had a magnificent view of, and to
later visited, the Finnish–American architect Eero Saarinen’s 630-foot tall
Gateway Arch that commemorates, on the banks of the Mississippi, St
Louis’s key role as a departure point in nineteenth-century opening of the
American West.
The conference closed with the conference dinner at the conference
hotel: Embassy Suites by Hilton in St Charles. The first event of the
evening was an illustrated presentation by Annalies Corbin on her
book, The Steamboat ‘Montana’ and the Opening of the West: History,
excavation, and architecture (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
2008), about the history and archaeological investigation of the 250-foot
paddlewheel steamer Montana that had been built in 1879 and wrecked in
the Missouri River in 1884. Following dinner, NASOH President Gene A.
Smith presented the Society’s K. Jack Bauer Award for service to NASOH
and for distinguished contributions to maritime history to Dr Faye Kert,
of Ottawa, Canada. Dr Kert is widely known for her several volumes on
privateering during the War of 1812 and for her long service as the book
review editor of The Northern Mariner, published jointly by NASOH
and the Canadian Society for Nautical Research.
The chairman of the Book Prize Committee, Dr. Paul E. Fontenoy,
announced the annual John Lyman Book Awards for works published in
the year 2017. The recipients of these awards were, as follows:
Canadian Naval and Maritime History
Winner: Jeffers Lennox, Homelands and Empire: Indigenous Spaces, Imperial Fictions, and
Competition for Territory in Northeast North America, 1690–1763, University of Toronto
Press
US Naval History
Winner: Gary J. Ohls, American Amphibious Warfare: The Roots of Tradition to 1865, Naval
Institute Press
US Naval History
Honorable Mention: Donald M. Kehn, Jr., In the Highest Degree Tragic: The Sacrifice of the U.S.
Asiatic Fleet in the East Indies during World War II, University of Nebraska Press
US Maritime History
Winner: S. Max Edelson, The New Map of Empire: How Britain Imagined America Before
Independence, Harvard University Press
US Maritime History
Honorable Mention: William M. Fowler, Jr., Steam Titans: Cunard, Collins, and the Epic Battle
for Commerce on the North Atlantic, Bloomsbury Publishing Inc.
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US Maritime History
Honorable mention: Robert P. Watson, The Ghost Ship of Brooklyn: An untold story of the
American Revolution, Da Capo Press
Naval and Maritime Science and Technology
Winner: Charles W. J. Withers, Zero Degrees: Geographies of the Prime Meridian, Harvard
University Press
Naval and Maritime Science and Technology
Honorable mention: Peter Wadhams, A Farewell to Ice: A report from the Arctic, Oxford
University Press
Naval and Maritime Reference Works and Published Primary Sources
Honorable mention: Alicia Caporaso (ed.), Formation Processes of Maritime Archaeological
Landscapes, Society for Historical Archaeology/Springer Publishing Company
Naval and Maritime Biography and Autobiography
Winner; Sheila Johnson Kindred, Jane Austen’s Transatlantic Sister: The life and letters of Fanny
Palmer Austen, McGill-Queen’s University Press
Naval and Maritime Biography and Autobiography
Honorable mention: Stan Grayson, A Man for All Oceans: Captain Joshua Slocum and the first
solo voyage around the world, Tilbury House Publishers/New Bedford Whaling Museum

The next NASOH Conference is being planned for 15–18 May 2019 at
the Whaling Museum in New Bedford, Massachusetts. For further detailed
information, consult the NASOH website early next year: www.nasoh.org
John B. Hattendorf, FSNR
SNR Corresponding Member for the USA

Report of a Maritime Heritage Conference
Held in Northern Ireland in April 2018
The second in a series of conferences on Maritime Heritage was held
in April in the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum, Cultra, Northern
Ireland, supported by a grant from the Northern Ireland Tourist Board.
The intention of the conference organizers, Gerry Brennan and Robin
Masefield, is to bring together a wide range of those with an interest in
the areas of maritime heritage and history so that there is better awareness
among them of the different activities currently taking place across the
island of Ireland. For this reason the conference touched on widely
disparate topics varying from the restoration of the sailing trawler Silvery
Light to a document archive relating to the life of a First World War naval
officer. The well-known writer on maritime heritage, Tom Cunliffe, spoke
to the conference by video.
The director of collections for National Museums NI, William Blair,
spoke of the role of the museum’s maritime collection and the steps now
being taken to provide additional curatorial input and to improve access,
for example through digitization. On the same theme an assistant curator,
Clare Ablett, described work now being done on a recently acquired
document archive, which includes hundreds of letters concerning the life
of Bredin Dunlap, a naval officer who fought at the battle of Jutland.
Piran Harte, policy and projects manager for National Historic Ships
UK spoke about the Shipshape Network and Shipshape Hubs that his
organization has established in recent years and expressed the hope that
Northern Ireland would be included within the network and then become
one of the hubs. Kelly Wilson, great-great grandson of Sam Kelly, the
founder of the major coastal shipping company known by his son’s name,
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John Kelly Ltd, spoke of the ships
which the firm had owned over its
history and recalled some of the
remarkable stories of life aboard
them which had been passed down
through the family.
As well as maritime heritage
relating to activities at sea there is
also a rich vein of interest in the
boats used on the inland loughs of
Ireland. Fred Ternan described the
work being done on preserving
examples of the Fermanagh cots
which had been used for several
An example of a Lough Erne Cot
centuries on Lough Erne to
transport people, goods and cattle around the shores and islands of the
lough.
The small port of Portaferry has a long history going back to the twelfth
century and was once an active centre not only for Irish Sea traders but for
small emigrant ships going to America. Allison Murphy talked about some
of the most significant ships and the men who captained them. A most
prominent example was Captain James Pollock in the early nineteenth
century, about whom a letter was published in the Montreal Herald from
43 of his passengers praising the good care he had taken of them on their
passage across the Atlantic.
Neil O’Hagan of the Atlantic Youth Trust gave a presentation on Irish
schooners in the Second World War on behalf of Joe Ryan, a contributor
to the Irish maritime heritage website www.lugnad.ie. The talk detailed
the activities of the considerable number of schooners still sailing during
the war years, focusing particularly on the 14 from Arklow. A significant
number were sunk by enemy action and a high proportion of their crews
were lost, although strictly neutral when flying the Irish flag. Only three
of the Irish Sea schooners are left in existence, the de Wadden which is in
Liverpool and currently under restoration, the Kathleen and May which
has been restored and the Result which awaits restoration at the Ulster
Folk and Transport Museum.
These three schooners and other ships were the subject of a talk given by

Left: ‘Silvery Light’ under sail prior to her restoration; right, ‘Result’ in her current location at the Ulster Folk and
Transport Museum near Belfast
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Gerry Brennan on behalf of John Kearon who was unable to be present.
John serves on the National Historic Ships Unit Advisory Committee
and was on the HMS Victory Technical Committee. In 2014 he was
awarded the Victory Medal by the Society. The focus of the talk was on
the preservation and restoration of historic vessels. There was mention of
the Asgard, used for gunrunning in 1916 and now restored and displayed
in the Collins Barracks Museum in Dublin. Currently work is ongoing to
restore the Silvery Light, a sailing trawler which, it is hoped, can become a
tall ship for young people in Ireland.
The schooner Result was mentioned in a number of the presentations
and was the subject of a separate input by Christopher Kenny. Christopher
has on a voluntary basis curated an exhibition on the ship in the Transport
Museum, which has opened recently. He talked about the history of the
Result from its building in Carrickfergus including its role as a Q-ship in
the First World War and its significance as a surviving example of an ironbuilt coastal sailing ship of that period. There are now moves to see if it
would be possible for a project to be started to bring the ship back to its
original condition and have it displayed in the Titanic Quarter in Belfast
which, with the Titanic Exhibition Centre, the Nomadic, HMS Caroline
and the Thompson Graving Dock and Pumphouse, has become a centre
of excellence in bringing together different aspects of maritime heritage.
It is hoped that a third conference will be held in 2019, at a venue to be
decided.
Alastair Walker
SNR Member

Notice
Stamford, the River Welland . . . and a Possible Opportunity?
The Welland is one of the larger Fenland rivers,
and much valuable research has been done
regarding its development in terms of engineering
in various periods. Perhaps the time is ripe for
the Society for Nautical Research to take a fresh
look at the Welland’s part within the extensive
pattern of linked seagoing and river traffic that
was so commercially important in earlier times?
Recent contacts suggest that the outcome might
well be fruitful.
As head of the navigation on the Welland,
the Lincolnshire town of Stamford – its streetmap still includes Wharf Road – long played a
noteworthy economic role that is somewhat
neglected nowadays . . . although the community
makes excellent use of the Welland as a public
amenity.
H. J. K. Jenkins FRNS

Stamford warehouses, with a hint of
old-time access to the River Welland
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Call for Papers
Maritime Animals: Telling stories of animals at sea
Two-day international conference National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich, London, 26–27 April 26 2019
Keynote speakers: Thom van Dooren, William
Gervase, Clarence-Smith
In maritime narratives of humans, ships and the
sea, animals are too often absent, or marginalized
in passing references, despite the fact that ships
once carried, and were populated by, all kinds of
animals. Horses, mules and other ‘military’ animals
crossed the sea to their battlefields, while livestock were brought on board
to be killed and eaten. Sailors and passengers kept animal companions,
ranging widely from cats and parrots to ferrets and monkeys. Animal
stowaways, such as rats, termites and shipworms, did tremendous damage
to ships’ structures and stores, especially during the age of sail. Rats also
emerge from the archives as seafarers, ‘colonisers’ and explorers alongside
their human counterparts. Moreover, countless animals – seabirds,
dolphins, porpoises, etc. – would visit and accompany ships, filling many
sea narratives with the wonder of oceanic animal encounters.
The conference seeks to shed fresh light on maritime history by placing
animals centre stage. Papers are sought which uncover all aspects of
animals’ involvements (and entanglements) with ships and their activities.
For instance, what roles did animals play in famous maritime episodes?
What were the experiences of animals on board ships, and to what extent
is it possible to recover them? In what ways were managing, sharing with,
and caring for, animals important concerns of ships’ crews?
https://research.kent.ac.uk/kentanimalhumanitiesnetwork/wp-content/
uploads/sites/145/2017/10/Maritime-Animals-call-for-papers.pdf

Normandy 75 Conference
22–25 July 2019
Global War Studies, Brécourt Academic, and the University of Portsmouth
Business School, in association with The D-Day Story and the Navy
Records Society, are pleased to announce a major international conference
marking the 75th anniversary of the Normandy Campaign.
Normandy 75 will bring together scholars, students, and the general
public to explore this seminal event in detail, and will endeavor to promote
an interdisciplinary and international study of the Normandy Campaign by
means of drawing upon the latest scholarship from a variety of disciplines.
The conference will also serve as a forum for Second World War historians to
discuss and debate the wide-ranging, international implications of the cam
paign and the impacted it had onother theatres – and aspects – of the conflict.
Papers dealing with one or more of the following topics are welcome
and, while the Normandy Campaign is the focus, papers and panels
covering other related topics or taking thematic approaches are equally
encouraged: Operation Overlord; air power; naval operations; ground
combat operations; planning and strategy; amphibious warfare; economics;
the home front; civilians; alliance politics; resistance movements; industry;
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special operations; mobilization; science and technology; prisoners of war;
and intelligence.
Paper proposals must be submitted by 15 November 2018 and must
include a brief (200 words or less) one-paragraph abstract and a onepage curriculum vitae. Panel proposals are welcome and should include
a brief description of the panel’s theme. The full call for papers can be
downloaded here (http://www.port.ac.uk/portsmouth-business-school/
conferences-and-business-events/normandy-75/).
Submissions and inquiries should be addressed to Dr Jason Banner
pacwar@gmail.com

VIth International Colloquium of the Governance of the
Atlantic Ports (XIVth–XXIst Centuries)
Oostende, Belgium, 24–26 April 2019
Ports were the main nodes in the network that have
framed the Atlantic world since the sixteenth century.
They were the focus of commercial life, maritime
activities and financial life. These activities created
specific social dynamics which characterized port
cities. In this conference we are going to deal with the
broad topic of social relations and dynamics in the
Atlantic port cities on both sides of the Atlantic, and
both north and south.
The Governance of Atlantic port network was
created as an initiative of Spanish, Portuguese and
French specialists. It now includes also members from
other European countries, South America and northern Africa. So far the
focus was mainly on the southern Atlantic, participation from historians
dealing with the northern Atlantic was limited. We would therefore
encourage contributions from historians working on the northern Atlantic
to participate in the workshop and to join the network in order to create a
real transatlantic port studies network.
The full call for papers can be accessed at: http://porttowns.port.ac.uk/
cfp-social-dynamics-in-atlantic-ports/

Conferences
Second International Conference ‘Society and the Sea’
Greenwich Maritime Centre, 6–7 September 2018
The Greenwich Maritime Centre (GMC) is pleased to announce its second
international conference on the theme ‘Society and the Sea’, to be held on
6–7 September 2018 at the University of Greenwich. News stories about
the ocean and the coasts regularly make the headlines yet paradoxically
there are also concerns that sea-blindness is a problem and people are not
aware of the fundamental importance of the ocean. The aim of the GMC
is to engage multiple stakeholders in an exploration of the value of the
ocean and how that can be recognized, communicated and harnessed to
contribute to the health, wealth and wellbeing of society. This requires
using perspectives and developing partnerships across academia and
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industry and engaging in creative conversation about the ocean, coasts and
their values for sustainable development.
The GMC in partnership with National Maritime is convening an
international conference that will bring together industry and academia to
explore the value of the ocean, key challenges being faced and opportunities
for future development of the blue economy. The conference is supported
by the National Maritime Museum, Seafarers UK, Marine Conservation
Society, Thames Estuary Partnership, Coastal and Marine Research Group
(RGS), World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Coastal Partnership
Network.
The conference programme is available here, while conference fees and
registration can be found here. Enquiries about the conference can be
directed to societyandthesea@greenwich.ac.uk

Chatham Historic Dockyard Annual Dockyard Conference

12 September, The Dockyard Church, 09:00–16:30
Following our successful conference last year, Chatham Historic Dockyard
Trust will be hosting its second annual conference on 12 September 2018.
The conference will be opened with an evening lecture, The Future of
War; a History, on 11 September by Sir Lawrence Freedman, Emeritus
Professor of War Studies, King’s College London, at the Dockyard Church
19:00–20:00. For more details go to http://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/
the-future-of-war-a-history-lecture/
The conference is FREE and a joint venture with the University of Kent
and has been made possible through Heritage Lottery Fund.
The day will consist of a variety of interesting talks on topics linked to
Chatham Dockyard, its Defences, the Royal Navy and the Medway Towns.
Presentations will given by both established and emerging researchers.
The conference programme is available at
http://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/annual-dockyardconference-2018/
Please note this is subject to change.
To book please email Ally Curson, Community Engagement and
Volunteer Officer at acurson@chdt.org.uk
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The International Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU) is an
international and non-profit organization created by seven universities in
1999, and now the number has been increased to 64. It deals about the
progress in maritime education and its development in the future.
This year, the 19th edition of its Annual General Assembly, AGA 2018
will be held in Barcelona, Spain, at the Faculty of Nautical studies of
Polytechnic University of Catalonia, BarcelonaTech, 17–19 October 2018.
For further information visit http://www.cimne.com/vnews/10398/
iamu---19th-annual-general-assembly---aga-2018

MOROL/U-Boat Project Joint Conference
Commemorating the Welsh Experience
of the Great War at Sea
Pater Hall, Pembroke Dock, sa72 6dd, 2–3
November 2018
This two-day conference explores the
experience of the mariners and com
munities
of Wales who were engaged in Royal Navy,
mercantile marine and fishing industries during
the First World War.
The conference is intended both to showcase
research and projects which have been under
taken during the commemorative period, but
also to encourage further research and community-led heritage projects
that explore the continuing impact of the conflict in the post-war period.
For further information or any questions please contact Helen Rowe
and Rita Singer via email LlongauU@cbhc.gov.uk or call 01970 621200
Mark Matthews via email drmdmatthews@gmail.com
Website: http://morolblog.wordpress.com Twitter: @LlongauUBoat //
@MOROLblog
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Centre for Port and Maritime History Annual Conference
Labour and the Sea
Liverpool, Thursday 13 September 2018
Maritime labour remains central to our understanding of port and ship
board life. Turns towards global, transnational and postcolonial histories
have all variously reinvigorated these discussions, showing how practices
of resistance, antagonism, internationalism and much more were embedded
within the maritime world. For the 2018 CPMH Conference, we return to
these themes to discuss what current, leading-edge research is uncovering
about the role of maritime labour in the past, but also to encourage the
discussion of previous debates in the light of new evidence or approaches.
The conference theme is therefore deliberately broad in scope.
In addition to the CPMH Conference, this year, the centre is convening
a workshop on ‘Singapore 200: Two Hundred Years of the Lion City’ on
14 September at Liverpool John Moores University. At this workshop,
papers will be presented for a forthcoming edited volume on the history
of Singapore. We are not seeking additional papers for this workshop, but
presenters and delegates at ‘Labour and the Sea’ will be most welcome to
attend this workshop as well.
Registration fees are £10 for non-concessions or free for concessions.
Details will be posted in due course.

International Congress of Maritime Museums
Regional Conference
Ports – Nodes of Globalization – History, Perspectives,
Museums
Hamburg, Germany, 17–19 October 2018
With the German Port Museum the public Foundation of the Historic
Museums Hamburg is currently developing a new national museum
dedicated to the history and presence of German ports and their connections
to the world. The future museum will be a place where the port serves as
an explanatory model of global economic and socio-cultural connections.
For this purpose, the German Port Museum will take on international
perspectives and develop its narratives based on a collection of objects that
represent the different dimensions of global exchange. The German Port
Museum will cast a strong socio-historical and socio-political perspective
on history in order to assess current situations and developments.
Topics will include current research in the social sciences, cultural
anthropology, social and economic history, maritime history, industrial
archaeology and contemporary history as well as contributions on
innovative approaches in collection policies, exhibitions and educational
programs of maritime museums.
The conference language will be English. The conference papers will
be published in a proceedings volume. For more details go to: https://
icmmonline.org/congresses/event/23-icmm-regional-conference-portsnodes-of-globalization-history-perspectives-museums
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Central Governments and the Resolution
of Maritime Conflicts, 1200–1600

Instituto de Estudos Medievais, FCSH-Nova University of Lisbon,
25–26 October 2018
In the Middle Ages maritime conflict developed hand in hand with inter
national trade. Over time, specific institutions were established to address
disputes arising from violence or mishap at sea and in coastal areas. Recent
historiography emphasizes that late-medieval merchants, together with
consuetudinary law and common legal practices, relied on the legal autonomy
of municipal governments to resolve maritime and commercial conflicts.
This seminar aims at exploring these questions in a broad, comparative
perspective, by looking at how disputes were managed and settled both in
Atlantic Europe, more specifically in the Iberian Peninsula, and around
the Mediterranean in the later Middle Ages. The full programme will soon
be published online.
There will be a registration fee of €45 to cover meals (lunch, dinner, and
coffee-breaks). The participant should be able to cover his/her own travel
expenses and accommodation. Presentations will be in English.
Registration will be open from 1–30 September 2018.
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/research/research-projects/
humanities/maritime-conflict-management-in-atlantic-europe

Exploration and Memory Conference
The National Maritime Museum, 13–15 September 2018
To mark the opening of its new exploration wing in September 2018, the
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, will host a conference centred on
the role and significance of memory in histories of exploration. Over the
last few decades maritime exploration in its broadest sense has become one
of the most exciting fields of study, with researchers from many different
disciplinary backgrounds enriching, questioning and reinterpreting the
subject for contemporary audiences. Increasingly, indigenous voices are
challenging long-held assumptions and introducing a greater complexity
to histories of encounter, exchange and the legacies of exploration. This
conference is intended to consider exploration from the equally vibrant
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perspective of memory studies
Cost: £100 (full) | £75 (concessions – students and people over 60). The
cost includes refreshments and lunch (Thursday and Friday) as well as a
wine reception.
https://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/exploration-andmemory-conference
For additional information contact ldejager@rmg.co.uk or call 020 8312
6716’

Open Sea, Closed Sea:
Local traditions and inter-regional traditions in shipbuilding
15th International Symposium on Boat and Ship Archaeology (ISBSA
15), Marseille, France, 22–27 October 2018
Since 1976, the International Symposium on Boat and Ship Archaeology
(ISBSA) has served as a platform to publicise recent ship finds and new
nautical material, and to outline the results of ship-related archaeological,
historical and technical research. In 2018, the Centre Camille Jullian (AixMarseille University, CNRS, Ministry of Culture and Communication),
will host in Marseilles, France, the 15th ISBSA.
The symposium should consist of five days of full sessions to be held in
MuCEM conference hall between the 22nd and 27th of October of 2018.
The Symposium will include a visit to Arles and especially the MdAa
museum (Musée départemental de l’Arles antique), hosting the large GalloRoman shipwreck Arles-Rhône 3. Saturday 27th, after the symposium,
will be dedicated to recreational and cultural activities.
More details at: http://www.isbsa.org

The First World War at Sea:
Conflict, culture and commemoration
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, 8–10 November 2018
A three-day conference with parallel sessions.
The conference will explore the First World War at sea through wideranging themes designed to provide a forum for interdisciplinary research
and new perspectives on the subject. Focused on both naval and mercantile
marine contexts, the conference will also place the experience of the
maritime war within the historical settings of the years preceding and
following the conflict.
Keynote speakers: Professors Andrew Lambert, King’s College London;
Jan Rüger, Birkbeck, University of London and Matthew Seligmann,
Brunel, University of London.
The conference is held in partnership with Gateways to the First World
War, an Arts and Humanities Research Council-funded centre for public
engagement with the First World War Centenary.
Cost: £150 (full), £120 (concessions), £75 (speakers). The cost includes
lunch and refreshments on all three days as well as a reception on Thursday,
8 November 2018.
To register you interest contact ldejager@rmg.co.uk . The conference
will be open for online booking from 1 August 2018.
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Exhibitions
Merseyside Maritime Museum
Black Salt
29 September 2017–August 2018
Black Salt tells the story of Black
seafarers working on British
ships.
Sailors of African descent have
been part of crews sailing from
the UK for at least 500 years,
but their contribution to the
country’s maritime identity is
often marginalized. Generations
faced not only the challenges of racial discrimination on board ships, but
also ashore through government legislation.
Based on Dr Ray Costello’s book, also titled Black Salt, the exhibition
shows the significant contribution made by black seafarers to Britain’s
maritime industry, including their role during the World Wars, and the
impact of civil rights.
Entry is free. http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/events/

National Maritime Museum Cornwall
Titanic Stories: Contemporary Voices
8 March 2018 – 7 January 2019
As part of its Titanic Stories exhibition, The National Maritime Museum
Cornwall has launched a concurrent exhibition exploring the subject of
migration past and present. Titanic Stories: Contemporary Voices shows
how the Titanic carried the hopes and dreams of hundreds of migrants
seeking a better life and linking it to the contemporary stories of five
people who have moved to Cornwall from overseas in recent years, making
a connection between the historic stories and how they are relevant to
people today.
https://nmmc.co.uk/2018/03/titanic-stories-contemporary-voices/

National Museum of the Royal Navy
Tattoo: British Tattoo Art Revealed
Saturday, 30 June 2018–Sunday, 30 December 2018
Tattoos have a long tradition with the Royal Navy and Tattoo: British
Tattoo Art Revealed is a genuinely ground-breaking and comprehensive
history of British tattooing, featuring cutting edge designers, leading
academics and major private collectors.
This is the largest gathering of real objects and original tattoo
artwork ever assembled in the UK featuring over 400 original artworks,
photographs and historic artefacts. Developed by the National Maritime
Museum, Falmouth, this is an opportunity to see the popular exhibition as
it goes on tour across the UK.
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/events/tattoo-british-tattoo-artrevealed
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War and Trade
5 July–11 November 2018, HQS Wellington, Temple Stairs, Victoria
Embankment, London wc2r 2pn
‘War and Trade’ focuses on the Merchant Navy’s contribution to the First
World War covering all ship types and the human stories involved. We
have again secured generous support from the P&O Heritage Collection
both in advice and skills as well as artefacts and the exhibition will major
on five ships, each of which has a unique story, and will also cover trawlers,
coastal shipping, convoys, repatriation and the Tenth Cruiser Squadron
which was heavily dependent on merchant ships and merchant seamen.
The exhibition is open on Sundays and Mondays ONLY, from 11:00–
17:00 (last entry at 16:30) and free of charge. All are welcome on board
and tours of the ship are available during the Sunday opening hours. 020
7836 8179

please note that the ship will not be open on 20 August or 1 October.

Shipwrecks of the River Humber:
Grimsby’s Lost Ships of the First World War
Free exhibition 28 July 2018 to 13
January 2019, Alexandra Dock, Grimsby
dn31 1uz
This exhibition will look at the impact of
Grimsby trawlers during the First World
War. Between August 2014 and November
2018 a team of divers and historians will
have investigated over 300 of Grimsby’s
trawlers that were lost in the First World
War, some of these in the North Sea. The
exhibition features items retrieved from the wrecks alongside objects from
the collections of North East Lincolnshire Museum Service.
https://www.facebook.com/events/151685518736919/

Swordfish Heritage Day
Friday 21 September, RNAS Yeovilton
The Swordfish was one of the Royal Navy’s most successful combat
aircraft and the day will be a tribute to this iconic and much-loved biplane.
Veterans will be invited to RNAS Yeovilton on 21 September as guests
of the charity to be reunited with the only Swordfish Mk1 still flying in
the world. Poignantly, the occasion will be one of the last opportunities to
see Swordfish W5856 fly as an aircraft of the Royal Navy Historic Flight
before she transfers to the civil register.
Tickets for this event, including the privileged opportunity to meet our
veterans and hear their memories, will be on sale to Supporters price £70.
The day will include lunch in the Wardroom and a heritage flying display.
All enquiries or information on veterans who may be interested in
taking part to Laila Sadler 01935 842005 at Navy Wings.
For more details go to:
https://www.navywings.org.uk/swordfishheritage2018/
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Lectures
Please note that the E. G. R. Taylor lecture published in error in May’s
Topmasts was the 2017 lecture. Below is the correct 2018 lecture. The
editor apologizes for the error.

The E. G. R. Taylor lecture
By the Light of the Heavens:
How people and animals navigate by the sun and stars
David Barrie CBE
11 October 2018, 18:30–19:30, Royal Geographical Society,
1 Kensington Gore, London, sw7 2ar
David Barrie will explore the many and marvellous ways in which humans
and other animals make use of the sun, moon and stars to guide them.
Drawing on the remarkable discoveries made over the last 50 years he will
reveal the extraordinary variety of tools that animals – as various as ants,
bees, beetles and birds – employ for purposes of celestial navigation, and
compare them with the techniques used by humans. David will also have
something to say about the implications of placing our trust in electronic
navigational devices and of becoming passive consumers of the information
they deliver to us.
Admission to the lecture is free and advance bookings should be made
by email or telephone (events@rgs.org and 020 7591 3100, respectively).
Members of the Hakluyt Society and other sponsoring societies (the Royal
Geographical Society (with IBG), the Society for Nautical Research,
and the Royal Institute of Navigation) may each book up to two places
for the post-lecture supper at the RGS-IBG by telephoning the Events
Office from August on 020 7591 3100, between 9.30 and 17.30, Monday
to Friday. Supper will cost £30.00 for a two-course meal and coffee with
two glasses of wine. The final deadline for booking suppers will be noon
on Monday 9 October, but any cancellations or changes must be made by
noon on Friday 6 October and it is regretted that cancellations after that
date cannot be considered. Doors will be open at 17.30 and access will be
via the Kensington Gore entrance to the Royal Geographical Society. A
pay bar will be open from 17.30 to 18.30. Full details, including supper
menu is available from https://www.rgs.org/events/egr-taylor-lecture-bythe-light-of-the-heavens/

National Maritime Museum, Greenwich
Caird Library Research Seminars Programme 2018
The first Monday of each month, 3:30 p.m.–4:30 p.m. Free
3 September Ideas about Eating at Sea during the Seven Years War
Lucy Dow, NMM Caird Fellow
Hannah Glasse’s 1747 The Art of Cookery contained a whole chapter dedi
cated to the ‘Captains of Ships’. This paper will compare the recipes she
presented with naval victualling records from the Seven Years War (1756–63).
It will highlight how these recipes were part of the construction of the idea
of England as a maritime nation and how this became part of everyday life.
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1 October ‘Cooking for the Company’: Colonial cooks in merchant
ships Naina Manjrekar, NMM Caird Fellow
Colonial firemen, cooks, stewards and attendants laboured on British
ships in large numbers in the twentieth century. Some of them came to
settle in Britain and continue their profession as cooks in some of the
earliest ‘curry’ restaurants. Using the colonial cooks’ certificates from the
Caird Archive, as well as passenger diaries, this paper will explore their
lives aboard ship, and their relation to the food they produced and the
passengers who consumed it.
5 November Chronometers at Sea: Translating Theory into Practice,
1819–36 Emily Akkermans, NMM Collaborative Doctoral Partnership
PhD student
Developments in technology, mathematics and astronomy during the
eighteenth century transformed the nature of navigation at sea, enabling
established theories to be put to practical use in the decades that followed.
The marine chronometer became part of standard practice for determining
longitude, although users faced many problems putting this new technology
to use in often challenging environments. Focusing on specific voyages,
this seminar will explore how the process of standardisation overcame
these challenges during the early nineteenth century.
https://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/caird-libraryresearch-seminars-2018#71IgzE7iuYIrQKe8.99

Meet the Experts: Free gallery talks
Great Hall, Queen’s House
Wednesdays at 13:00
5 September Painting the Pacific Sophie Richards, Exhibitions
Interpretation Curator
12 September Cobles, Scaffies, Wherries and Drifters: Alan Sorrell
and Working Boats from Around the British Coast Simon Stephens,
Curator of Ship Model and Boats Collection
19 September Pictorial Puzzles in Dutch and Flemish Seascapes
Dr Pieter van der Merwe, Greenwich Curator Emeritus
26 September Hunting for Pirates in the Queen’s House Dr Aaron
Jaffer, Curator of World Cultures
3 October Into the North: Arctic Convoys in the Second World War
Lucy Dale, Assistant Curator
10 October Clocks Fit for a Queen Emily Akkermans, Curator of Time
17 October The Lure of the Sea: Works by Evelyn and William De
Morgan Sarah Hardy, Curator of the De Morgan Foundation

Maritime History and Culture Seminars
Institute of Historical Research
‘Ocean’s Love’: Sir Walter Raleigh and the Sea Dr Anna
Beer (University of Oxford). 17.15 at The Wolfson Room NB01,
Basement, IHR, North Block, Senate House, London wc1e 7hu
This is the first lecture of the 2018/19 programme, which is yet to be
published. The full programme will be published at http://www.history.
ac.uk/events/seminar/british-maritime-history
23 October

41

Topmasts no. 27
The Untold Stories of the Africans
Who Sailed with Francis Drake
10 October at 19:00–21:00, The Golden Hinds, St Mary Overie Dock,
London se1 9de
Dr Miranda Kaufmann, the author of Black Tudors: The Untold Story,
will first whisk you away to Panama, where an African man named Diego
first met Francis Drake in 1572.
Doors open at 19:00, talk is from 19:30–20:30 and there will be time
for Q&A. Tickets £10 A limited number of tickets will be available on the
door.
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=13819215&appo
intmentType=7260464\
For other venues go to http://www.mirandakaufmann.com/talks.html

Africans in Tudor & Stuart Port Towns
Wednesday 15 October, 6 p.m., Room 180, Queen Anne Building,
Greenwich Campus, University of Greenwich,
London se10 9hx
Dr Miranda Kaufmann will explore the lives of
Africans in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
England and Scotland’s port towns, explaining
how they arrived in Britain, what occupations and
relationships they found in the ports and how they
were treated by the church, the law courts and the
other inhabitants.
The Great Harry, about 1546
£2.50 for non-members of University History Society

A Day of Maritime Lectures
Anglesey Marine Archaeology and Shipwreck Club
27 October 2018, The Church and Community Hall, Moelfre,
Anglesey, 09:00–18:00
The Leinster Project – the Holyhead ferry torpedoed off Dublin in
1918 Chris Holden
The ‘Dark’ Class patrol boats Dave Mills
Coastguard Search and Rescue / Bristow’s Helicopters Mike Day
High-resolution Imagery of WW1 Wrecks Around the Coast of Wales:
Multibeam data, visualization and 3D printing Mike Roberts
‘To beat the English Tax’: Smuggling into Ynys Mon/Anglesey Twm Elias
Ocean Monarch caught fire and sunk off Rhyl Gill Hoffs
The Submarine HMS ‘Thetis’ Chris Allan
Programme subject to change. For information call 07535 849092 and
leave a message/text.
Tickets £17.50 (Lunch £7.00) available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/
anglesey-marine-archaeology-shipwreck-club. Raffle in support of RNLI
Moelfre.
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SNR South
The SNR(South) usually meet at 2 p.m. on the second Saturday of each
month from October to May but check before you arrive. We meet in
the Royal Naval Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth (near the
Cathedral). Members may lunch beforehand in the Club (full lunch or bar
menu) and enjoy the view over Southsea Common and the Solent.
13 October Retired on the River: the Military Houseboats of Shoreham
Philip Simons
10 November Short AGM then Cold War Espionage by the Baltic Patrol
Keith Hope-Lang
8 December British Power Boats: The story of Hubert Scott-Payne and the
Supermarine Peter Webberley
12 January 2019 An Overview of Early Radio in the Royal Navy
Clive Kidd
9 February The Strange After-life of Captain Cook Dr John McAcleer

The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings
HQS Wellington, Temple Stairs, Victoria Embankment, London
wc2r 2pn
10 September 2018 The Construction of HMS ‘Hood’ Ian Johnstone
As one of the leading Clydeside shipbuilders, John Brown & Co. Ltd.
constructed one each from the five classes of battlecruisers built for the
Royal Navy, recording each in a series of highly detailed glass plate
negatives. These images will form the illustrative basis of the talk given
by Ian Johnston which charts the construction of the battlecruiser from
HMS Inflexible to HMS Hood.
8 October Shell History 1939–73 Captain Rod Brown
Captain Rod Brown presents part 2 of Royal Dutch Shell’s Centenary
Film. As developers, manufacturers and deliverers of the prime juice
needed by the armed forces and industry, Shell ships were prime targets
and received a pounding from which, post-war, the fleet had to recover.
12 November C-Class Subs in the Baltic in WW1 Cdr David Parry
In 1914 two British submarines were sent to the Baltic. More followed
in 1915 and after the battle of Jutland it was decided to send even more
submarines but they would have to go via Archangel and then on barges
along the rivers and canals of Russia to reach the Baltic. Only the old
C-class submarines were small enough for this sort of trip and so four
were sent on a remarkable journey.
The start time is 18:30, with the Wardroom bar open from 17:45.
As usual, for those who wish to enjoy the supper, and the sociability
that accompanies it, the cost is £27 for Wellington Trust Friends and £32
for non-members. If you would like to come for the lecture, but are unable
to stay for the supper, then we ask for a donation of £5.
Please apply to the Business Manager on board for places by telephone:
0207 836 8179, email info@thewellingtontrust.com
For booking forms and further information, go to http://www.
thewellingtontrust.com/events/category/heritage-evenings/
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New Books by Members
Alan John Curtis Lowestoft Fishermen’s War 1914–1918
Poppyland Publishing https://www.poppyland.co.uk/
£10.95
This is the story of the Lowestoft men and boys who
found themselves in the frontline of the economic war
with Germany. Required to make statements under oath
to a Board of Trade official in order to seek compensation
for losses, their unpublished testimonies, which were also
used by Naval Intelligence in their vital work to defeat the
U-boat menace from Germany, lay forgotten in the National
Archives. Not all have survived, but those that have form the
main primary resource material for this book. In examining
these statements, the author provides an insight into what one might argue
has been an overlooked area of the town’s maritime history.
The usual way in which the German U-boats destroyed the wooden
sailing smacks that made up the Lowestoft fishing fleet was by using a
time bomb. Unable to outrun the submarine, on capture, the crew were
forced to use their small boat to pick up German sailors from the U-boat,
who would be rowed back to plant the bomb. The smack’s crew would
then be set adrift in their rowing boat to fend for themselves. These unique
encounters enabled vital intelligence to be gathered as the fishermen and
German crews often engaged in conversation. As the war drew, some
smacks were armed in order to defend the others and this led to many
heroic encounters including that of the vessel, Nelson, and the death of its
skipper, Tom Crisp on 15 August 1917. Crisp was posthumously awarded
the Victoria Cross.
Chris Durbin The Colonial Post-Captain: A Carlisle and
Holbrooke naval adventure Privately published, £8.99
The Western Mediterranean, 1756. An uneasy peace is about
to be shattered as France’s greatest living general prepares
an invasion force in Toulon; but where is it bound? Captain
Carlisle hails from Virginia, a loyal colony of the British
Crown. As the clouds of war gather, Carlisle’s small frigate
— Fury — is ordered to Toulon on a reconnaissance mission.
If battling the winter weather in the Gulf of Lions is not a
sufficient challenge, Carlisle must also juggle the delicate
diplomatic issues in this period of pre-war tension while
contending with an increasingly belligerent French frigate.
But Carlisle has additional problems unique to his colonial origins:
he has no professional or political sponsors and an uninspiring group of
followers, both of which are essential to a mid-eighteenth century naval
career. How can a penniless second son from Virginia overcome these
crippling deficiencies?
George Holbrooke, Carlisle’s reluctant master’s mate, cannot disguise
his lack of enthusiasm for the tedium of the peacetime navy. His attitude
changes as he experiences combat and personal danger, but can he persuade
his captain that he has turned the corner? And can he achieve that vital
promotion to commissioned status?
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And then there is the beautiful Chiara Angelini, pursued across the
Mediterranean by a Tunisian corsair who appears determined to abduct
her, yet reluctant to shed blood. Can Carlisle solve this mystery and
protect Chiara?
Fury shadows the French fleet as it sails from Toulon and reveals its
true destination. Carlisle and Holbrooke are witnesses to the incon
clusive sea-battle which leads to the loss of Minorca and engage
in a thrilling and bloody final encounter with the French frigate.
The Colonial Post-Captain is the first in a planned series of novels that will
follow Carlisle and Holbrooke through the Seven Years War and into the
period of turbulent relations between Britain and her American colonies in
the 1760s. Edward Carlisle is a near-contemporary and colonial neighbour
of the founding fathers of American independence. He will negotiate some
interesting loyalty issues when British policy and colonial restlessness lead
inexorably to the American Revolution.
Chris Durbin The Leeward Islands Squadron: A Carlisle
and Holbrooke naval adventure Privately published, £8.99
In late 1756, as the British government collapses in the
aftermath of the loss of Minorca and the country and navy
are thrown into political chaos, a small force of ships is
sent to the West Indies to reinforce the Leeward Islands
Squadron. Captain Edward Carlisle, a native of Virginia,
and his first lieutenant George Holbrooke are fresh from
the Mediterranean and their capture of a powerful French
man-of-war. Their new frigate Medina has orders to join a
squadron commanded by a terminally ill commodore. Their
mission: a near-suicidal assault on a strong Caribbean island
fortress. Carlisle must confront the challenges of higher command as he
leads the squadron back into battle to accomplish the Admiralty’s orders.
Join Carlisle and Holbrooke as they attack shore fortifications, engage in
ship-on-ship duels and deal with mutiny in the West Indies. The Leeward
Islands Squadron follows The Colonial Post-Captain as the second of the
Carlisle and Holbrooke novels. The series will record the exploits of the
two men through the Seven Years War and into the period of turbulent
relations between Britain and her American colonies in the 1760s.
James Davey (ed. )Tudor and Stuart Seafarers: The
Emergence of a Maritime Nation, 1485–1707 Bloomsbury
£22.50
Tudor and Stuart Seafarers tells the compelling story of how
a small island positioned on the edge of Europe transformed
itself into the world’s leading maritime power. In 1485
England was an inward-looking country, its priorities
largely domestic and European. Over the subsequent two
centuries, however, this country was transformed, as the
people of the British Isles turned to the sea in search of
adventure, wealth and rule. Explorers voyaged into unknown regions of
the world, while merchants, following in their wake, established lucrative
trade routes with the furthest reaches of the globe. At home, people across
Britain increasingly engaged with the sea, whether through their own lived
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experiences or through songs, prose and countless other forms of material
culture.
This exquisitely illustrated book delves into a tale of exploration,
encounter, adventure, power, wealth and conflict. Topics include the
exploration of the Americas, the growth of worldwide trade, piracy and
privateering and the defeat of the Spanish Armada, brought to life through
a variety of personalities from the well-known Elizabeth I, Sir Francis
Drake and Samuel Pepys to the ordinary sailors, dockyard workers and
their wives and families whose lives were so dramatically shaped by the
sea.
Richard Dunley Britain and the Mine 1900–1915: Culture,
strategy and international law, Palgrave Macmillan, £89.99
This book examines Britain’s complex relationship with
the mine in the years 1900 to 1915. The development of
mine warfare represented a unique mix of challenges and
opportunities for Britain in the years before the First World
War. The mine represented the antithesis of British maritime
culture in material form, and attempts were made to limit its
use under international law. At the same time, mine warfare
offered the Royal Navy a solution to its most difficult
strategic problem. Richard Dunley explores the contested
position occupied by the mine in the attitudes of British policy makers,
and in doing so sheds new light on the overlapping worlds of culture,
strategy and international law.

Society for Nautical Research
Membership Report
1 April 2018 to 3o June 2018
New Members
Martin Milette Quebec, Canada
Martin Downer Buntingford,
Dean Morris Colombo, Sri Lanka
Gijs Dreijer Exeter, Devon
Tony Hold Bradford, West Yorkshire
Paul Muskett Ely, Cambridgeshire
Derek Nudd Southsea, Hampshire
Charles Ziegler Virginia, USA
Catherine Howard-Dobson Aldeburgh, Suffolk
John Denton Stockton-on-Tees, Durham
David Antscheri Ontario, Canada
Brian French Chesterfield, Derbyshire
Paul Marks St Neots, Cambridgeshire
Gretchen Banaszak Buffalo, New York, USA
Taras Pevny Ukraine
Tim deacon Southampton, Hampshire
Peter de Bode Zuid-Holland, The Netherlands
W. David George Houston, Texas
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Philip Koenig Bethseda, Maryland, USA
Stephen Girvin Singapore
Bruce Short, New South Wales, Australia
Gregory Wilkinson, Bromham, Wiltshire
Clare Hunt Barnard Castle, Durham
Craig Marin Rhode Island, USA
Students
David Manley Cambridge, Gloucestershire
Donald Payne Fareham, Hampshire
Sophie Cannon Eastleigh, Hampshire
Jacopo Camardo Dublin, Ireland
Richard Coltman Tower Hamlets, London
Stephen Littler Sevenoaks, Kent
Jason Hines Virginia, USA
Edern Olivier-Jégat Ille-et-Vilaine, France
Ian Watson Totternhoe, Bedfordshire
Rachael Utting Oxford
Freja Lindstedt Gölands, Sweden
Graeme Barber Southampton, Hampshire
Manuel Rosada Hamburg, Germany
Brian Hall Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire
Reported Deaths
G. M. Vlachos Marousi, Greece
Dr A. W. Sleeswijk The Netherlands
Lieut Cdr A. G. Gascoyne-Dyer Dorset
Michael Von der Porten San Francisco, USA
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