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Chairman’s Column 
At a memorial service in Winchester Cathedral for Surgeon Vice-Admiral 
Sir Antony Revell a few weeks ago, and listening to the Emeritus Dean of 
Winchester give the eulogy, I found myself recalling another naval 
surgeon who had passed away a few years ago, Surgeon Vice-Admiral Sir 
James Watt. I knew Tony very well over many years; I knew James less 
well but had met him on many occasions. Both men were naval doctors, 
both in their time had been Medical Director General of the Royal Navy, 
both had strong Christian beliefs, both were life-long bachelors and both 
had a love of music. However, where Tony was interested in drama and 
theatre, James was interested in the history of medicine and had been an 
Honorary Vice-President of the SNR. 

James was a great contributor in many aspects of life and his writing on 
medical history resulted in many articles in both the Journal of Surgery 
and The Mariner’s Mirror. His articles for The Mariner’s Mirror included 
‘James Ramsey 1733–1739 Naval Surgeon’ (81:2), ‘Surgery at Trafalgar’ 
(Bicentenary of Trafalgar issue, 91:2) and ‘Naval and Civilian Influences 
on Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Medical Practices’ (Centenary 
issue, 97:1). James was a great supporter of the Society and a valued article 
referee over many years for The Mariner’s Mirror. 

Memorial services are often thought-provoking occasions and this 
service drew me to reminisce about naval doctors. To naval ships’ 
companies, isolated by hundreds of miles of sea with contacts to the out -
side world limited, the medical profession has always been of enormous 
significance. Surgeons/physicians, normally working unsupported, have 
been vital over the centuries for the health and well-being of ships 
companies. Deployed ships, particularly on tropical and arctic voyages 
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, were frequently faced 
with challenging medical conditions. But at the same time the conditions 
provided perfect environments to study the epidemiology of disease, and 
many of the medical practices we take for granted today stem from 
developments initially made from work at sea.  

The sixteenth-century Mary Rose barber-surgeon’s chest shows the 
wide variety of instruments and potions used in Tudor times, demon -
strating the skilled and advanced practices used then, which link with 
some military surgical practices still relevant today. In the eighteenth 
century clinical trials at sea demonstrated that scurvy could be treated by 
lemon juice, and emphasized the importance of hygiene and cleanliness in 
the control of infectious diseases and treatment during surgical operations. 
In the nineteenth century surgeons serving in the Royal Navy were 
required to submit detailed records of the health, treatment and survival 
rates of their charges. Over a thousand of these medical journals and 
diaries exist and are held at the National Archives (ADM101). Surgeon 
William Beatty’s medical journal from HMS Victory at Trafalgar includes 
a list of Victory’s casualties at the battle but makes no reference to Admiral 
Horatio Nelson. The medical journals embrace medical topics such as 
citrus juice and scurvy, quinine and malaria, blood-letting, water purity 
and cholera, amputations and mortality, antiseptics and anaesthesia in 
surgery, and the statistical analysis of evidence based medicine. At the 
same time the journals and diaries provide colourful tales of nineteenth- 
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century ship life, from rum-related drunken incidents, venereal disease, 
shark bites and tarantulas, to lightning strikes, gun fights, mutiny, arrests 
and court martial, ship wrecks and even murder. In the twentieth century, 
Royal Navy surgeons/physicians were at the cutting edge of vaccine 
research and antibiotic production. Nuclear submarines placed naval 
physicians at the forefront of nuclear medicine and environmental safety, 
and the development of new aircraft carriers has driven a renewed interest 
in aviation medicine. 

Haslar Hospital Gosport, the principal naval hospital, was built in the 
mid-eighteenth century. Naval surgeons and physicians in the days of sail 
were trained and examined through the Barber Surgeons Company and 
The Medical Society of London before joining the navy. In more recent 
times training for naval doctors was recruitment from university medical 
schools, followed by naval training at the Britannia Royal Naval College 
Dartmouth, and specialist naval medical training at the Royal Navy 
Hospital Haslar. Haslar closed in 2009 and naval personnel requiring 
hospital treatment are now cared for in naval staffed wards at local naval 
port hospitals. Specialist naval medical training is still conducted in the 
Gosport area at The Institute of Naval Medicine. 

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton 
Chairman, Society for Nautical Research 

Editor’s Note 

Those of us in the northern hemisphere are looking forward to seeing the 
beginning of summer after the gloomy days of winter, and this is the time 
to get out and about. Having recently returned from Australia, I have the 
advantage this year of a second little summer in midwinter. Although time 
restricted us to the south-east corner of the continent, around Sydney and 
Melbourne, there was so much maritime history to see and think about in 
these areas, as well as the wonderful wildlife! This magnificent repository 
of Australia’s maritime past includes an island that was once a prison then 
Australia’s biggest shipyard; the first HMAS Sydney’s tripod mast; tall 
ships; the estimated 700 shipwrecks along the Great Ocean Road between 
Melbourne and Adelaide; and so many coastal communities that have 
their own maritime museums. They are fascinating places to visit for 
anyone interested in maritime matters.  

Rather less magnificent perhaps, but hopefully of interest to readers, the 
May edition of Topmasts is here and welcomes its readers. It includes four 
interesting articles including an interesting approach to researching early 
modern shipwrecks in the Mediterranean, providing a rich background to 
those involved in the ‘lost’ voyage; a brief explanation of the incredibly 
complex maritime relationships between Britain, France and the United 
States in the melting pot of the Caribbean at the end of the eighteenth 
century; a description of the sinking of HMS Truculent following a 
collision in the Thames Estuary in January 1950, informed by an extensive 
interview with a survivor of the sinking; and an account of the Graspan 
Memorial in The Mall, commemorating the Royal Marines who fell in the 
battle of that name (described in the last edition of Topmasts), and a brief 
account of the difficult issues faced by the corps over many years. 
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Also in this edition you can find out more about the use of the broad arrow; an account 
of the ‘naval’ regatta in Peterborough after the Second World War; and the opening of a 
new museum charged with preserving and operating some of the most elegant boats ever 
built in the UK. And also lists of events, exhibitions and conferences among which the 
readers should find something of interest in the long, hot summer to come. I hope you 
will find things to do and places to visit in the coming glorious summer. 

Finally, a big thank you to all the contributors to this edition. I can only work with the 
material that is sent to me, and it is very pleasing that as I start my fifth year as editor of 
Topmasts, I have never been short of contributions, please keep them coming.  

Nigel Blanchford 
Editor, Topmasts 

Nigel.blanchford@snr.org.uk  

SNR AGM Agenda and Financial Statements 

Please note that our next Annual General Meeting is scheduled to be held at the Princess 
Royal Gallery, National Museum of the Royal Navy, Portsmouth at 3:00 p.m. on 
Saturday 15 June 2019. 

At the Society’s December 2018 Council meeting it was proposed, and agreed 
unanimously by those present, that papers for future Annual General Meetings should be 
circulated electronically. This would make dissemination not only easier but cheaper, 
saving the Society approximately £900 per annum as well as being more environmentally 
friendly. It has also been established that there are no legal constraints regarding 
circulating information and/or papers electronically as proposed. 

With the above in mind, you will receive the AGM Agenda and Financial Statements in 
good time before the meeting. I hope that members understand the reasoning behind the 
decision to change to this format and that the papers in question are easily accessed. If 
there are any problems, or if someone requires a hard copy of the papers, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at alistair.roach@snr.org.uk 

Please note that the Victory Dinner is fully booked, but a waiting list is available in the 
members section of the SNR website should you wish to add your name.  

Alistair Roach 
Hon. Secretary, SNR 

Early Modern Shipwrecks: 
Historical evidence of shipwrecks in the eastern Mediterranean, 1453–1571 

Existing databases of ancient shipwrecks are primarily based on archaeological finds. 
Conversely, this project relies on written evidence contemporary with the wrecks in 
question. In this way, this endeavour aspires to provide archaeologists the opportunity to 
match their finds against the historical data, or use this data as leads for possible new 
discoveries. The website can be found at www.earlymodernshipwrecks.org. 

The ‘shipwrecks’ project was launched during my doctoral research in 2015, with the 
support of the Honor Frost Foundation and the Institute of Nautical Archaeology. In the 
beginning, I have limited my scope to the period of 70 years (1480–1550) covered in my 
dissertation. A post-doctoral fellowship in the Haifa Center for Mediterranean History 
(HCMH) in 2018/2019 makes possible the extension of my scrutiny to cover a broader 
period of 118 years (1453–1571). The findings are the result of research conducted in 
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Venice’s archives and libraries, 
principally in the Archivio di Stato 
di Venezia and the Museo Civico 
Correr. Published sources were 
consulted as well; e.g., chronicles and 
descriptions of pilgrims and other 
travellers who sailed to the Levant. 
This year I have chosen to focus on 
the archives of Venetian Crete (now 
located in Venice), which are a rich 
source of information on the mari -
time history of the Island and its 
surroundings, and of the Medi -
terranean in general. 

The period under review is 
marked by significant changes in the 

world of international maritime commerce. The discovery of the new 
routes to India reduced the relative importance of the Mediterranean Sea 
as a highway to the east. The rise of Ottoman power led to the conquest of 
the territories of the Mamluk sultanate (1516–1517), and the loss of 
Venetian territories in the Peloponnese to the Turks in three open conflicts 
(1463–1479, 1499–1503, and 1537–1540). To compensate for the loss of its 
monopolies in the Levant, Venice developed Cyprus (de facto as from 
1474, de jure from 1489) into a bustling transhipment centre, and 
succeeded in establishing a hegemonic hold over the maritime trade of the 
eastern Mediterranean.  

Several reports on shipwrecks are of undeniable importance. For 
instance, the galley Brazzana that shipwrecked in open sea between 
Cyprus and Rhodes in early March 1489 carried on board the personal 
property of Caterina Cornaro, Queen of Cyprus, recently deposed from 
the throne and obligated to return to Venice in a convoy of galleys. Out of 
170 crew and passengers reportedly on board, only 18 survived, including 
the captain. Presumably, this wreck with all its treasures is still lying at the 
bottom of the sea. Another important shipwreck is a Mamluk fusta (a 
narrow, light and fast ship, with shallow draft, powered by both sail and 
oars) of 20–22 banks that set sail from Egypt on a diplomatic mission to 
the court of Sultan Bayezid II in 1506 and was stranded on the shores of 
Cyprus in the vicinity of Agia Napa. In this case the property was 
salvaged. Another interesting instance from both a historical and an 
archaeological perspective is the tragic sinking of the merchant galley 
Magna. In 1516 the vessel broke into three parts and sank with dozens of 
Jewish immigrants and Venetian colonial officials. It was last seen some 
200 miles from Alexandria on a more or less direct course from Cape 
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painting of the Venetian School found in San Sebastiano 
Church in Venice (Author’s image)

A report directed to the Venetian Doge and his councillors by Andrea Venier, the governor of Cyprus, 1 March 1499. A 
copy of the text found in Archvio di Stato di Venezia, Capi di Consiglio di Dieci, Lettere di rettori, bus. 288, n. 281 
(Author’s image)



Salomon in Crete; I was 
fortunate enough to find 
the technical reports on 
the condition of the 
galley before the fateful 
departure. 

Some ships were 
wrecked only several 
miles from shore, and 
their position can be 
estimated with better 
precision. The exact 
position of those that 
sank in open sea has 
proved more difficult to 
determine. For example, 
the location of the site of 

the shipwreck of the 
galley Brazzana or that of the Magna is more complicated. Presently, only 
an estimation of the general area in nautical miles can be offered. On the 
other hand, there is a high probability that the remains of these vessels still 
lie untouched at the bottom of the sea without being looted or destroyed 
by modern constructions. 

The data is classified and searchable according to the date, ship’s name, 
flag, type, capacity, and any other word using the free search option. 
Information, such as cargo details, attempts at salvage, the ship’s 
background, and the causes of shipwreck, is displayed in the pop-up 
window. The transcriptions of the relevant sections of the original sources 
(mostly in the Venetian dialect and partly in Latin) are also available. The 
date of shipwreck was generally documented. 

The supposed positions of the wrecks were not always easy to 
reconstruct with accuracy, and the markers on the map do not represent 
the exact position of a wreck, but are used for marking the general area. In 
certain cases the position is relatively easy to identify, as, for example, at 
the entrance to a certain port, or near a promontory, reef or some other 
conspicuous element. In such cases a better precision can be achieved. The 
position of other wrecks proved to be more difficult to determine. In such 
cases only the region and an estimation of the general area in nautical miles 
have been indicated. It is assumed that as this project progresses a greater 
precision concerning the position of several wrecks would be achieved. 

The project welcomes collaborations with marine archaeologists 
currently working on the excavation of shipwrecks dated to this period, 
the mapping of shipwrecks, or visualization tools for marine data. 

Richard Gluzman 
Member, SNR
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Conflicting Opinions and Some Controversial 
Convoys, 1797–8 

The closing years of the eighteenth century witnessed extraordinary 
upheaval within the Atlantic community. Conflicting socio-political 
doctrines were reflected in widespread hostilities and fierce commercial 
rivalries. The Caribbean theatre witnessed some particularly dramatic 
examples of what has just been mentioned, and the Caribbean loomed 
large in the aspirations of various powerful interests. This new Topmasts 
item is, in effect, an extension of the present writer’s ‘Questions of Piracy: 
Caribbean Confusion during the French Revolutionary Wars’ (see 
Topmasts 22 and 23), and it seeks to highlight various interactions between 
warlike, mercantile, diplomatic and political aspects of what took place. 
For such purposes, the underlying realities of convoy operations provide 
an informative field of study. 

From the onset of the French Revolutionary Wars, there had been 
resentment in France against the United States because of the American 
decision to remain neutral. The complex background to this resentment 
lies outside the scope of this present publication, but it can be pointed out 
that the year 1797 witnessed a marked deterioration in already troubled 
Franco-American relations. One important result was a hardening of 
French attitudes towards much of American seagoing trade, which was 
claimed to be altogether too helpful to the British cause. Thus, the so-
called Franco-American Quasi-War, involving real but undeclared 
hostilities, intensified. 

There is plentiful evidence that much of America’s seagoing trade was 
very helpful to the British. This was strikingly evident in the Caribbean 
theatre, where American merchant shipping was increasingly troubled by 
French privateering, notably from the island colony of Guadeloupe. The 
overall situation was, however, complex and this gave rise to divided 
opinions, as expressed in correspondence between Rufus King, US 
ambassador in London, and Timothy Pickering, US Secretary of State. At 
a time when the United States, despite its impressive merchant fleet, 
possessed curiously little naval strength, it was obvious that some sort of 
arrangement for British naval protection of American freighters would 
become an important diplomatic issue. However, Rufus King insisted that 
he could not proceed in so weighty a matter without clear cut instructions 
from the US government. 

For his part Timothy Pickering maintained that it would be 
‘disgraceful’ for the United States to rely too heavily and too obviously on 
British naval protection for its merchant shipping. He conceded that some 
such arrangement might be convenient for a limited time, but he insisted 
that it could not be allowed to last too long. He also argued that, in any 
case, British dependence on American commercial co-operation would 
ensure some measure of British naval protection even without a formal 
request made at governmental level. 

This latter opinion of the US Secretary of State was borne out in the 
eastern part of the Caribbean where the Royal Navy’s Leeward Islands 
Command was based. Under constant pressure from various colonial 
administrations and a range of mercantile interests, Admiral Harvey 
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reported to London that he had arranged for naval escorts to accompany 
some groups of American freighters making their return to the United 
States. This practice was evidently well established by the second half of 
1797: it clearly amounted to a form of convoying, albeit for only part of 
the American shipping’s homeward voyage. One senses, in this Leeward 
Islands Command correspondence, that the matter was seen as an 
operational necessity: current circumstances in the Caribbean theatre 
demanded the curtailment of what was termed ‘annoyance’ of the 
Americans by privateers flying the tricolour ensign of Revolutionary 
France.  

So far as the Leeward Islands Command was concerned, that meant, to 
a large extent, privateers belonging to the numerous flotilla which 
stemmed from what might be termed ‘Revolutionary Guadeloupe’. This 
was the period (1796–8) which witnessed that island-colony’s launch of a 
truly remarkable campaign of commerce raiding (see The Mariner’s 
Mirror 83: 303–9). One can easily imagine the opinions of Guadeloupean 
privateer captains who sighted Admiral Harvey’s convoys with British 
and American colours flown together. The lasting impression seems to 
have been that a de facto Anglo-American alliance had come into 
existence, no matter what diplomats and lawyers might say to the 
contrary. Even more to the point would have been the views of Victor 
Hugues, actually on Guadeloupe, where he had established himself in a 
position of remarkable power. A former public prosecutor in 
metropolitan France, he had all the fierce dynamism of the Revolution’s 
Jacobin phase. Fiery and unorthodox, he had abolished slavery at 
Guadeloupe in line with Revolutionary France’s Decree of 16 Pluviôse 
Year II. Thereafter, he had organized the whole population into a 
disciplined and purposeful entity. Revolutionary Guadeloupe was 
formidable, with some informed opinion viewing it as a ‘warrior colony’. 

Around 1795 Hugues had used some French naval vessels for 
operations against merchant shipping but, after a while, he turned to 
privateering as his main weapon for such purposes. During 1796 various 
officers and other naval personnel were transferred to the privateers. In 
this way Guadeloupe’s flotilla expanded into a sort of ‘private navy’. Such 
raiders were commonly described as privateers, a useful enough term in its 
way, but their operations often reflected a system that was not really 
privateering in the usual sense. Hugues’s demanding influence was felt 
everywhere. 

The results eventually drove the Leeward Islands Command to the 
conclusion that privateering had become Guadeloupe’s ‘sole Object’. In 
the same year, 1798, a US Navy estimate of Guadeloupe’s flotilla placed 
the figure of active raiders at something between 60 and 80. Lacunae in the 
surviving documentation make precise quantification impossible, but this 
American estimate seems to have provided a fairly accurate impression. 
Some of these Guadeloupean raiders were relatively substantial and quite 
heavily armed. In the main, though, lightly armed schooners and the like 
evidently predominated. It could be said that a ‘typical example’ would 
have had a strength of something like half-a-dozen light-calibre carriage-
guns and 50 or so men (this figure would diminish, of course, as prize-
crews were allocated to captured or detained vessels). 

Guadeloupe’s distinctive tribunal de commerce et des prises, the 
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colony’s prize court in this period, reflected Victor Hugues’s powerful and 
pervasive influence just as the flotilla did. His concept of jurisprudence 
owed much to his earlier activities in France’s revolutionary tribunals, 
noted for their brusque proceedings. Thus, on occasion, he sent 
peremptory directives to his prize court insisting, for example, on greater 
severity towards the Americans. Indeed, one senior French officer of the 
period claimed that Hugues had actually dictated verdicts in some cases. 

He often displayed a vindictive spirit, and this was particularly directed 
against nearby Martinique. Prior to the French Revolutionary Wars, 
Guadeloupe and Martinique had been seen as jointly providing the 
essential foundation for the French presence in the eastern Caribbean. 
Both island colonies were occupied by the British early in the hostilities – 
but thereafter, their paths divided in dramatic fashion. In short order, 
Guadeloupe was recaptured by the French, thus bringing Victor Hugues 
to power. Although he was often at odds with the authorities in Paris, they 
left him in control of Guadeloupe for a surprisingly long time, simply 
because he was proving so effective a thorn in the side of the British 
presence in the Caribbean. 

Martinique, however, came under a curious administration which, in 
effect, resurrected Ancien Régime days, but substituting George III for 
Louis XVI. The resulting combination of British armed strength and 
French royalism made Martinique the object of Hugues’s particular 
hatred. Thus Guadeloupean privateers did their utmost to disrupt the 
colony’s seagoing traffic. Indeed, Hugues’s privateers even penetrated into 
Martinique’s established anchorages, so as to capture shipping that lay in 
the supposed security of such locations. Out at sea, moreover, the mere 
proximity of an American freighter to Martinique was enough to warrant 
seizure by a raider, and subsequent condemnation by Guadeloupe’s prize 
court. 

Such was the background to a noteworthy operation carried out by 
HMS Driver, a British 18-gun sloop, early in 1798. This naval vessel 
entered United States waters at Hampton Roads and, after an interval, set 
out for the Caribbean with a group of American freighters under her 
protection. Some of these left the convoy at ports along the way, but the 
remainder eventually made their arrival, still under the Driver’s escort, at 
Martinique. Admiral Harvey recorded this with evident satisfaction. 
Victor Hugues’s intelligence network kept him well informed, and what 
he viewed as a steadily developing and increasingly unjustifiable pattern of 
Anglo-American convoys hardened his attitude towards the United States 
still further. In Paris the authorities were rather more restrained, but there 
was a marked tendency for Revolutionary France to view American 
seagoing commerce as having become a mere adjunct to Britain’s maritime 
trade. Within the Atlantic community there was a growing perception that 
the Franco-American Quasi-War was gathering momentum. 

The sheer novelty of much that was happening in the Atlantic 
community, more particularly the Caribbean, should be kept in mind. 
These were desperate times for many of those involved, and there was a 
widespread feeling that human affairs had lurched into a confusing period 
that called into question various long-accepted doctrines and practices. 
Conflicting opinions existed within individual governments as to how 
best to proceed in a range of important matters. On occasion, public 
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opinion in some particular nation contained divisive and jarring elements. 
All of these factors led to important stresses and strains in the years dealt 
with here (1797–8), sometimes making it difficult, in the present day, to 
trace out the exact way in which particular policies were formulated and 
transmitted in a time when slow communications were the norm. 

However, despite what has just been said, it would appear that the 
whole complex question of Anglo-Franco-American relations was 
significantly affected by convoy arrangements of the sort discussed here. 
Such arrangements, clearly visible out at sea, helped set the scene for more 
changes in the general situation during subsequent years. These changes 
included a further intensification of the Franco-American Quasi-War, and 
a remarkable development of the US Navy and its role within the 
Caribbean theatre. 

Some suggested reading 
The ‘Questions of Piracy’ material mentioned in the opening paragraph 
has already indicated some relevant reading, including Mariner’s Mirror 
items. Four additional suggestions are as below: 
H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘Guadeloupe, Martinique and Commerce Raiding: Two 

colonies in conflict, 1797–1798’, Revue française d’histoire d’outre-mer, 
78 (1991), 465–75 

U. Bonnel, La France, les États-Unis et la guerre de course (Paris 1961) 
H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘Commerce Raiding and Crisis: Guadeloupe, 1799–1802’, 

American Neptune, 54, no. 1 (1994), 18–24. This article considers events 
at Guadeloupe after Victor Hugues’s eventual removal by the French 
government and can be found at 
https://archive.org/details/americanneptune5411unse/page/18 

D.W. Knox (ed.), Naval Documents Related to the Quasi-War Between 
the United States and France (Washington 1935–8) 

H. J. K. Jenkins 
Fellow, SNR 

The Royal Marines Memorial 

The Royal Marines Memorial, also known as the ‘Graspan Memorial’, is 
located next to Admiralty Arch on the Mall in London. Originally 
established by the Royal Marines in order to honour fallen comrades, as a 
cultural representation of a military organization, the Royal Marines 
Memorial can inform us about some of the institutional and cultural 
aspects of Britain’s corps of ‘Sea Soldiers’. The memorial was established 
at a time when the Royal Marines faced an existential crisis, struggling to 
demonstrate and create greater understanding of their purpose and 
mission within the Royal Navy. Since its inception, the interpretation of 
this monument has evolved over time with the many challenges faced by 
the corps. 

 
Changing times 
The role of the Royal Marines was very much under threat by the mid-
nineteenth century. Significant changes were taking place in Britain, and 
for the Royal Navy this meant a developing dialogue on how Britain 
envisioned its own defence requirements. Morale and discipline in the 
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navy had improved with the introduction of fixed contracts for sailors, 
thus eroding the traditional occupation for marines at sea in keeping order 
and discipline. Improvements to naval gunnery also decreased the 
likelihood of close actions at sea, and it was also accepted that sailors were 
just as capable at repelling boarders with instruction on the use of small 
arms. More alarming perhaps, was the employment of bluejackets ashore 
as improvised infantry in ad hoc ‘naval brigades.’ The idea that sailors 
could and might replace the once traditional roles of marines was a 
challenging development for the marines, who believed themselves best 
suited to such tasks based on their training and occupational role. With all 
these developments, the role of the marines was becoming increasingly 
ambiguous and many of their traditional roles were now viewed as 
redundant. As a new century approached, there were increasing questions 
as to what purpose the marines might serve, as well as an advocacy by 
some in the Admiralty and in government, for the outright dissolution of 
the Marines.  

 
A memorial for Marines 
By 1900, events had taken place which prompted marines to lobby for the 
placement of a memorial to remember fallen comrades. The memorial was 
conceived in order to commemorate the service and sacrifices of the Royal 
Marines in the campaigns of the South African, or Boer War in 1899, and 
the recent war in China known as the ‘Boxer Rebellion’ in the summer of 
1900.1 Shortly after these events, serving marines and old comrades 
societies petitioned the government for permission to establish a memorial 
commemorating the fallen of these conflicts, and that it should be placed 
prominently in London. At this time, no monument to the corps of any 
significance existed in the capital. The Royal Marines hoped that the 
memorial would also serve to remind the government and the nation of 
the services rendered by their corps. 

On 25 April 1903 the new memorial was unveiled by HRH The Prince 
of Wales, the Royal Marines colonel-in-chief.2 The monument itself was 
paid for by the subscriptions of mainly serving and former Royal Marines, 
which were advertised in the corps journal ‘The Globe and Laurel’. Early 
on, the memorial had had the backing of the Prince of Wales, later George 
V, who would throughout his life take a keen interest in, and devotion to, 
matters affecting the corps.  

The memorial is today located on the Mall in London, just opposite 
Admiralty Arch, which at the time the memorial was the erected in 1903, 
did not exist. The statue was originally located adjacent to the Admiralty 
Buildings and the Horse Guards Parade in what was called the Cambridge 
enclosure of St James’s Park. The monument itself is otherwise unchanged 
from its original inception. It consists of two bronze figures on a Portland 
stone plinth, designed by sculptor Adrian Jones, of a marine with rifle and 
bayonet levelled protecting a wounded comrade at his feet. Carved 
dolphins on each corner of the plinth evoke and emphasise the nautical 

1 Documents related to the establishment of the memorial are at The National Archives, Kew 
(hereafter TNA), under WORK 20/55.
2 The Prince of Wales, later George V, who himself had enjoyed a brief naval career as a 
younger son of the then Prince of Wales Edward, later Edward VII, before royal duties and the 
death of his elder brother ended his naval career.   
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traditions of the corps. Two bronze relief plaques by Sir Thomas Graham 
Jackson commemorate the two major campaigns at the turn of the 
nineteenth/twentieth century. The first, for South Africa, depicts marines 
and sailors employing naval guns on improvised gun carriages for service 
on land. The second, shows Peking and the Boxer Rebellion in which the 
Royal Marines are seen repulsing a Boxer attack. This scene also includes 
a representation of a United States Marine as the US Marine Corps and 
Royal Marines did in fact serve side by side in this action defending the 
foreign legations.  

The front of plinth displays a representation of the corps emblem of the 
time, the globe and laurel, which included a now obsolete feature of the 
bursting bomb for the Royal Marines Artillery and the bugle for the 
Royal Marines Light Infantry; by 1923 following serious revisions around 
the costs of the armed forces, these two distinct branches were 
amalgamated into the Royal Marines.3 The reverse of the monument lists 
the names all those who died in both conflicts, 25 from Africa and 45 from 
China.  

Although well received by the Royal Marines, the memorial invariably 
drew some criticism. A long standing critic of the corps was the First Sea 
Lord, John or ‘Jackie’ Fisher, whose ambition for reforms in the 
‘Selborne-Fisher’ included a plan to make the role of the Royal Marine 
officer redundant by replacing them with naval officers; the plan was seen 
by many as the inevitable demise of the corps. Fisher likewise privately 
expressed his own views on the memorial in a letter to Sir William May, 
commander-in-chief of the Atlantic Fleet, stating that Royal Marines 
officers are ‘always hankering after the Army’, and that ‘the Marine 
Officer can’t be loyal’. Fisher also referred to ‘that statue outside the 
Admiralty in honour of the Marines, recently put up by them’, viewing its 
presentation and proximity to Horse Guards as a snub to the navy.4  

 
A new corps, a new future  
During the Second World War, the corps would acquire a new purpose 
alongside their duties at sea manning gun turrets. The newly found role as 
commandos would eventually result in the complete transformation of the 
corps. It was also at this time that the memorial itself, removed during the 
war to make way for a new bombproof operations centre for the 
Admiralty, known as the Admiralty Citadel, nearly fell into obscurity. In 
1940, the memorial and statue, along with memorial fountain dedicated to 
the Royal Naval Division of the First World War, had been stored in Nine 
Elms on the Southbank on an industrial estate.5 

At the war’s conclusion, it was noted in July 1945 by the Royal Marines’ 
Old Comrades Associations in London, that no plans were seemingly 
underway for the restoration of the statue, and they petitioned the 
Ministry of Works for its reinstallation. From the Ministry documents in 
the National Archives, it is also clear that the original plans for the return 
of the statue were not in keeping with the corps’ legacy or best interests; 
the bureaucrats were more concerned with the aesthetics of the grounds 

3 TNA ADM 1/29279, RMA and RMLI, Amalgamation, Extract Board Minutes, 23 Nov. 1922.
4 The Fisher Papers, vol. 1, Navy Records Society 102, (London: Navy Records Society, 1960) 
405–6.
5 TNA, WO 20/138, papers related to the monument under the new government ministry.  
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and parks under their care. When considering spaces in the park for the 
return of either the Naval Division fountain6 or the Royal Marine 
Memorial, ‘the fountain’, it was felt, ‘is much the better’, and suggested 
that, ‘the far from distinguished Royal Marines Memorial should go to 
Chatham Barracks’.7 

Finally, an alternative plan emerged where the statue might be returned 
close to its original location. By placing it opposite the statue of Captain 
Cook, erected in 1914, this would have the effect of ‘completing an 
otherwise somewhat incomplete corner of the Admiralty Arch environs’.8 
The plan was approved internally by the Ministry, with a recognition in a 
footnote admitting that ‘the removal of the Royal Marines [Memorial] to 
Chatham would probably have offended the Corps’.9 In November of 
1946, it was confirmed that the statue would be re-sited opposite Captain 
Cook adjacent to Admiralty Arch on the Mall – but it was not restored 
until August of 1948. 

The replacement of the monument in 1948 coincided with an intriguing 
internal debate over the renaming of the Corps itself. Following the 
creation and adoption of the Commandos during the war, the suggestion 
was raised for Corps to be renamed ‘The Royal Marines Commandos’.10 
The Royal Marines Commandos of today are in many ways very different 
from their predecessors, but the importance of heritage and a regimental 
lineage remain of importance today. In 2000, the Graspan Memorial was 
rededicated as the National Royal Marines Memorial commemorating all 
Royal Marines; especially the fallen in war. Today, the annual parade in 
London in May of each year held by the Royal Marines Association at the 
memorial on the Mall, is known ‘The Graspan Parade’. 

The experience and outcomes of a particular battle are perhaps felt most 
intensely by the participants, but can be lost when considered in the 
context of a wider campaign and other events of war. Embodied in the 
monument are the struggles of the Corps’ founding years, and their 
struggle to demonstrate their contribution as a unique Corps, and the 
challenge to define their operational mission. In this way, the monument 
also depicts the challenges which all military organisations face, namely, 
that battle honours or efforts at commemoration do not translate easily to 
coherent mission statements. Ultimately, the interpretation of a memorial 
will evolve over time with different meanings for different beholders, even 
for those organizations who create them. 

John Bolt 
Member, SNR 

John Bolt is a PhD candidate at the University of Portsmouth. His thesis 
examines the social and organizational history of the Royal Marines of the 
nineteenth and early twentieth century. Generous support and funding 
through the 2018 Anderson Bequest Fund assisted in the research towards 
his thesis and the publishing of this article. John can be contacted further 
at john.bolt@port.ac.uk 

6 This memorial was installed after the First World War in memory of the war service of these 
divisions of sailors and marines who fought in the land and naval campaigns, such as Gallipolli 
and on the Western Front. 
7 TNA, WO 20/138
8 Ibid
9 Ibid
10 TNA, ADM 201/98, ‘Suggested Alteration of title “Commando” ’.
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The Loss of the ‘Truculent’ 
On the evening of 12 January 1950, HMS Truculent was in collision with 
a Swedish coastal tanker in the Thames Estuary. Sixty-four people died as 
a result of an error in seamanship. I have been through all the official 
records of the incident, and interviewed at great length the last survivor of 
that night, Fred Henley for my book They Were Just Skulls. His words 
helped to shed light on this tragedy.  

HMS Truculent was built at the Barrow Yard of Vickers Armstrong, 
completed on New Year’s Eve 1942 and was one of 26 of the T class, 15 of 
which were built at Barrow.  

In 1944 she returned from service in the Far East for a refit, and then 
went to Chatham Dockyard for further modifications in 1949. In October 
of that year her new commanding officer was appointed. Lieutenant 
Charles Bowers was an experienced submariner who had joined the 
Submarine Service in May 1942. He passed the Commanding Officers 
Qualifying Course (otherwise known as the ‘Perisher’) in July 1945 and 
had been in command of several submarines before joining Truculent.  

During the next month Fred Henley received a draft to Truculent. He 
had joined the navy in 1939 and had an active war career, including serving 
on Russian convoys and capturing Bismarck’s supply ships. He then spent 
three years in the Mediterranean on a motor launch, during which time he 
was part of the disastrous attack on Oran, and he was on the first Royal 
Navy vessel to enter Piraeus as the Germans left; and he sailed under the 
Greek flag on a brig captured from the Italians, with a Royal Navy crew, 
landing Special Services behind German lines. After the war he joined the 
Submarine Service, in part attracted by the extra pay, as he had recently 
married. 

The refit was completed in early January 1950 and on the morning of 12 
January Truculent left the Royal Dockyard at Chatham and sailed down 
the Medway, passing out into the Thames Estuary with Sheerness on her 
starboard side and the sunken Liberty ship Richard Montgomery, which 
had sunk during the war with large quantities of explosive on board, on 
her port side. She proceeded out into the estuary with a crew of 61 and 18 
dockyard officials and workers on board to carry out trials in the Nore 
submarine exercise area. She had successfully completed the trials and was 
passing the Oaze Bank, returning to Chatham. At this point Truculent saw 
the lights of another ship ahead of her. This ship was the Divina, a Swedish 
coastal tanker of 670 tons. As such, for service in the Baltic she had an ice-
reinforced bow. She was on passage from the Thames to Ipswich with a 
cargo of kerosene. She had come out of the Thames, correctly, on the 
starboard side of the channel and was at the narrow point where she 
needed to make an alteration of course from East to North East to enter 
the Oaze Deep to take her up towards Ipswich. The navigable width of the 
channel at that point is only half a mile. As Divina approached, fine on 
Truculent’s port bow, the officer of the watch, Lieutenant Humphrey-
Baker was concerned. The lights that he could see did not fit a recognized 
pattern to him and they were, he thought, too far over from the right side 
of the channel, even allowing for the narrow width of the channel at that 
point. Correctly, he called the captain to come to the bridge. When he 
arrived, Bowers saw the red and green navigation sidelights of the vessel, 
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which indicated that it was heading directly at Truculent and above them a 
red light, in a triangular formation. The single upper red light was the one 
that caused confusion. Bowers came to the conclusion that the vessel was 
stationary, presumably considering that the two red lights indicated that 
the ship was ‘not under command’ and not moving through the water. 
Because of Truculent’s position, with the Oaze Bank close to her starboard 
side, if she had altered course to starboard, she would have run aground on 
the bank. The only alternative, it seemed to him, was to alter course to 
port; as it was considered in the heat of the moment that the other vessel 
was stationary, this was the action taken. However, as Truculent turned to 
port, away from the Oaze Bank it suddenly became apparent that the ship 
was not stopped, was in fact moving toward them at speed, and the lights 
were those of a ship with an extra red light at the masthead to show that 
she had a dangerous cargo on board. This light is shown by all tankers 
when in port and loading or discharging cargo, but is extinguished when 
outside the limits of a port. 

Truculent’s turn to port therefore opened her starboard side to the 
oncoming Divina with disastrous results. Fred Henley and four of the five 
officers of Truculent were on the bridge; only the first lieutenant was 
below. All remaining living members of the crew were then inside a 
submarine that was sinking rapidly with a huge gash in her starboard side. 
It was approximately 1900, completely dark, in January with a strong and 
very cold ebb tide flowing past, out of the Thames. Fred and the four 
officers, who had been washed off the bridge, were drifting seawards on 
the ebbing tide. Fortunately for them, after nearly an hour, an 8,000-ton 
Dutch merchant ship, the Almdyk, picked up the five men. She sent an 
open radio distress message to alert all shipping, and the appropriate 
authorities, 

HM Submarine Truculent sank NW Red Sand Tower, between X4 
buoy and East Piles buoy. Have picked up five survivors. Believe 
submarine in collision with Swedish ship Divina. All ships please 
look out. 

Inside Truculent, as she sank, the first lieutenant had ordered everyone 
to the after end of the boat. Between 50 to 60 men went to the engine room 
and after torpedo compartment and the bulkhead door was closed 
between the engine room and the forward part of the boat. Of these, 
approximately 25 men were in the after torpedo compartment and the 
remainder were in the engine room. Preparations for the escape from the 
submarine started with flooding of the compartments within 30 minutes 
of the sinking. This decision was taken in the belief that there were ships 
to aid with the rescue overhead. This belief was created by the fact that 
they had been sunk by a surface ship and the propeller noises of that ship, 
the Divina, and another ship could be heard overhead: from the timings 
and the positions of other ships in the area, it would seem likely that the 
other ship heard overhead was the Almdyk; there was therefore no need to 
delay the escape procedure. In the engine room, the chief engine room 
artificer was in charge and he told Petty Officer Cook Fry to open the 
escape hatch. On so doing he was blown out of the hatch and rose to the 
surface. The remaining men in the engine room then escaped; not all had 
escape sets, so the ten who were fitted with them went after those without, 
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the chief engine room artificer and the electrical artificer, who survived, 
going last. Escape from both compartments was orderly and without 
panic. 

The survivors who broke surface after their escape from Truculent were 
surprised, and probably dismayed, to find no help at hand. There was no 
knowledge of the sinking until the Almdyk’s distress message close to 1½ 
hours after the time of the collision and up to an hour after survivors 
reached the surface. Those who reached the surface were then in the grip 
of the ebb tide flowing out of the Thames. All except ten of those who 
reached the surface either drowned or died of hypothermia. Bodies were 
washed up as far away as the Belgian coast. Those who lived were in the 
water for up to two hours and when recovered, were all semi-conscious 
and initially unable to stand. 

The Admiralty Board of Enquiry produced its report on the collision 
on 23 January. It runs to 67 paragraphs in total. Many of them are of a 
technical nature but some stand out, particularly those that relate to the 
movements of Truculent prior to the collision. For example, in paragraph 
8 the enquiry found the Truculent at fault in failing to identify the lights of 
the Divina for what they were, and in her subsequent alterations of course 
and actions, which were contrary to the International Regulations for the 
Prevention of Collision at Sea. This is underlined in paragraph 10 which 
says, ‘We have no doubt that HMS Truculent was the most seriously at 
fault.’ The criticism continues in the next paragraph, ‘The central fact 
remains that Lt Bowers turned to port on first sighting the Divina’s lights 
when sound seamanship and the Rule of the Road dictated that he should 
either have held on his course, turned to starboard or stopped.’ They 
continued, ‘Sea experience, a seaman’s eye and an instinctive knowledge of 
the Rule of the Road are the only safeguards [against such occurrences].’ 
Despite passing the Perisher, clearly Lieutenant Bowers lacked those 
attributes. 

The operation to raise the Truculent from the position where she had 
sunk started on 14 March during the afternoon at low water, at slack water 
before the tide started to make. On 23 March Truculent was towed to 
Sheerness dockyard where she remained until she was sold for scrap on 8 
May. 

John Johnson-Allen 
Member, SNR 

 
Note: This article is a condensed extract from the author’s book, They 
Were Just Skulls. For details see the February edition of Topmasts, no. 29. 
Signed copies are available from the author for £15 inc. p.&p. 
Contact john.johnson.allen@gmail.com
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The Fenland Lighter Project 
Peterborough’s ‘Naval’ Regattas, 1948–9 

Continuing the theme of regional regattas in various periods (see Topmasts 
29), this present column considers two such occasions half-way through 
the last century. These Peterborough Regatta Weeks of 1948 and 1949 
were, in essence, two closely linked chapters of the same story. 

The 1940s, that memorably troubled (and at times terrifying) decade, 
were drawing to a close . . . perhaps it was time for some clear-cut 
punctuation in Peterborough’s affairs. Attitudes of that sort helped shape 
the Regatta Weeks. Despite the rigours of the developing Cold War, and 
despite the realities of continued rationing and conscription, an air of 
festivity could be sensed. And this found expression in a way that 
demonstrated remarkable links between an inland cathedral city and the 
Royal Navy. 

In the souvenir programme of 1948, the mayor of Peterborough stated 
the hope that there would be widespread participation, and that the 
Regatta Week would prove ‘a real Naval occasion’. His hopes were 
fulfilled when an admiral took part in the proceedings, making a much-
appreciated speech which commended Peterborough for its obvious 
attachment to the Senior Service. In a different but nevertheless sincere 
register, the 1949 regatta included what the local press described as ‘a 
procession of boats’ along the River Nene, ‘manned by crews in uniforms 
of the Navy-through-the-Ages’. Although a little fanciful in its present -
ation, this nocturnal event evidently caused something of a sensation – 
especially as it eventually came ashore and was transformed into a 
torchlight procession along the embankment road.  

Dwarfing everything else that was afloat in the regatta reaches of the 
Nene, Motor Torpedo-Boat 777 belonged to the Fairmile D class, wooden-
built and just over 35 metres in length. With armament and main engines 
removed, she served as a floating adjunct to the local Sea Cadets’ 
headquarters, and was widely known in the region as ‘Peterborough’s 
Warship’. Her presence was of course something out of the ordinary: she 
had arrived during 1946, a year after the end of the Second World War. The 
last part of her journey up the Nene had been made under tow from a small 
tug which usually provided propulsion for a gang of Fenland lighters.  

In tracing the 777’s career, the FLP has received very welcome assistance 
over the years from a number of sources, notably the Coastal Forces 
Veterans Association, and the British Armed Forces Small Craft 
Historical Research Group. Late in the Second World War she evidently 
saw brief but strenuous service off the Dutch and Belgian coasts. Badly 
damaged, she limped back across the North Sea for what might be 
summed up as ‘repair and review’. Thus, in due course, the Admiralty 
decided that tranquil service upriver on the Nene was the best option. 
Despite her somewhat austere aura, the 777 provided the site for the 
‘greasy pole contests’ that offered boisterous fun as part of the regatta 
programmes. 

Turning to more sedate activities, the Peterborough Regatta Weeks 
evidently meant good business for those who hired out open boats to the 
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public. These boats were mostly of a type very common at the time, 
clinker-built and capable of being rowed by one or two persons. However, 
it seems that some were also provided with an effective but very simple 
sailing rig, centre board, etc. As a general comment on British boating in 
the years immediately after the Second World War, it should be pointed 
out that overhauling small craft, sometimes after years of wartime neglect, 
could be hampered by continuing restrictions on the supply of such basics 
as paint and varnish. 

With the help of a local club, a whole range of races was organized, both 
rowing and sailing, and the latter added greatly to the general interest. 
There always tends to be charm about sailing boats and, when it came to 
racing, there was the added drama that went with the loud reports of 
starting-guns and the canny manoeuvring that preceded them. Although 
many of the spectators along the banks of the Nene may have been 
unaware of the finer points of what they were seeing, the overall effect 
evidently produced a measure of excitement. Trim hulls and tense canvas 
went on their way in eager though good-natured competition. 

A century or so earlier, work-worn Fenland lighters could have been 
seen under sail on the same part of the Nene – but what of the last of the 
Fenland lighters in the years 1948–9? Their day was clearly drawing to a 
close. However, it is worth mentioning that, around that period, one gang 
of lighters was being towed by a small tug that had been fitted with a 
German Junkers (‘Jumo’) diesel. This engine seems, somehow or other, to 
have made its way to the Fenlands under the heading of ‘war reparations’. 

From various records, it is plain that hopes of widespread participation 
bore ample fruit so far as the Peterborough Regatta Weeks of 1948–9 were 
concerned. Helped by good weather, enthusiasm was obvious throughout 
the population of what was then a much smaller place than the present-
day Peterborough. A striking example of this enthusiasm involved the 
loan of an impressive ‘Mayoral Chair’, by the City Council, so as to add 
extra glamour to the crowning of a Regatta queen. Community spirit was 
much in evidence, and a notable share of it was to be seen in expressions of 
cordial respect for the Royal Navy. 
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Some suggested reading 
H. J. K. Jenkins, ‘Peterborough’s Warship: Motor Torpedo-Boat 777, 

1946–51’, Northamptonshire Past and Present (Northants Record 
Society), 55 (2002), 73–8 

Microfilms of the newspapers Peterborough Standard and Peterborough 
Citizen and Advertiser are held at Peterborough Central Library, 
Archives and Local Studies Department. The Central Library also holds 
the Fenland Lighter Project Collection of printed, manuscript, and 
photographic material. 

H. J. K. Jenkins 
Fellow, SNR 

Artefact Questions 

Question 1 Ten wedge shaped artefacts were recovered from Invincible 
(1758) historic wreck site in summer 2018; here are two of them, each with 
two 20 mm diameter holes; what were they used for? 

Question 2 What is the likely use of this elm wood artefact from the 
same wreck, length 435 mm? 

Answers to artefact identification in Topmasts 29: 
 

Artefact 1: The top copper bolt comes from the 
Fifth Rate Pomone (1805–11) wreck site at The 
Needles, Isle of Wight. Pomone was built at the 
privately owned Brindley’s Yard, Frinsbury, on the 
River Medway in 1804 and launched on 17 January 
1805. Brindley’s Yard only marked their copper 
bolts with a single broad arrow. The lower copper 

bolt comes from Fifth Rate Maeander (1840–70) built at Chatham Dock -
yard and wrecked in a gale at Ascension Island in July 1870. Chatham  and 
other royal dockyards marked their copper bolts with many broad 
arrows, every half inch in a circular motion to prevent theft. Could this be 
the origin of the phrase ‘to half-inch something’, meaning to steal? 
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Artefact 2 The copper bolt came from the Russian 
frigate Alexander Newsky, stranded on 25 
September 1868 on the Jutland coast. Five men 
perished and 719 survived, including the son of the 
Russian tsar. The ‘haft anchor’ mark was used by the 
Russians to identify the manufacture of their copper 

bolts. Artefacts from the wreck including the copper bolt are on display in 
the Lemvig Museum at Thyborøn, Denmark. 

John M. Bingeman 
Vice-President, SNR 

Editor’s note 
Once again, David Antscherl had the right answer for one of John’s 
puzzles in the last edition: 

The multiple markings along the shafts of copper bolts was 
presumably to foil the theft of these. If the bolt was merely struck 
once with the broad arrow, that portion could be cut off and the rest 
sold as non-naval in origin. I suppose it took my devious mind to 
suggest that to me! 

David Antscherl 
Member, SNR 

SNR News 
The Anderson Bequest Fund 

This fund was established with a legacy from Dr Roger Charles Anderson, 
a distinguished naval scholar and founder member of the Society. This the 
Society’s primary fund for granting research awards totalling about £2,000 
a year which can be made to individuals for any purpose related to 
research into any aspect of maritime history. Such research grants have 
covered a wide range of projects and research reports are published in 
Topmasts. At its recent meeting the Research and Programmes Committee 
agreed the following awards: 

 
Anna McKay, University of Leicester: Research and Conference trip to 

Canada 
Christin Simmons, St Andrews University: Research in the British 

Library  
Hannah Martin, Northumbria University: Travel etc. Conference 

attendance in Washington 
Jonathan Greenland, National University of Jamaica: Give a paper at 

Dockyards Society Conference 
Leanna Brinkley, University of Southampton: Travel, etc., for research 

at Hull History Centre 
Matthew Ayre, University of Calgary: Air fare for research at Dundee 

University 
David Wilson, University of Strathclyde: Conference organization 
Dr Mike Carr, University of Edinburgh: Conference organization 
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News 
Windermere Jetty Museum Reopened 

The Lake District’s new Windermere Jetty 
Museum of Boats, Steam and Stories 
opened its doors on 23 March following a 
£20 million development by Lakeland Arts 
working with award-winning architects 
Carmody Groarke. Principally funded by 
the National Lottery, and located within 
the Lake District National Park and 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, the 
museum displays the internationally 
important collection of boats that reflect 
themes of technical, social and business 
development in one of England’s most 
picturesque settings.  

Windermere Jetty is one of the first 
contemporary buildings to be constructed 
on the shores of Windermere in over 50 
years. A cluster of seven buildings, the new 
museum is clad in copper with sculptural 
silhouettes that frame stunning views of 
England’s largest lake. A series of new 
jetties on the lake allow visitors to sail 
on  Osprey  (1902), one of the museum’s 
fully restored Edwardian steam launches 

and enables the regular lake cruise boats to dock and bring visitors to the 
museum.  

The new museum tells the story of 200 years of boats, boating and boat 
building in the Lake District through its inter nationally signi ficant collec-
tion. Owned by Lakeland Arts, the collection of over 40 vessels is the only 
one of its kind in the world. For the first time over half of the col lection, 

Topmasts no. 30 

21

Inside the new Windermere Jetty Museum 
(Photograph courtesy of Windermere Jetty 
Museum)

SL ‘Branksome’ (Photograph courtesy of Windermere Jetty Museum)



which ranges from Victorian steam launches to record-breaking speed -
boats from the 1980s, will be on display. Vessels in the collection 
include SL Dolly, thought to be the oldest mechanically powered boat in 
the world, Beatrix Potter’s tarn boat which she used to sketch in, and the 
50-foot luxuriously designed Victorian steam launch Branksome (1896). 

Windermere Jetty is on the site of the former Windermere Steamboat 
Museum, which was founded in 1977 by George Pattinson, a steam 
enthusiast who amassed the unique collection of boats, which are all 
associated with Windermere. Prior to that the site was used since the 1920s 
as a sand and gravel works.  
 
The Conservation Workshop 
The museum features a unique open-access conservation workshop where 
visitors will see the team of skilled conservation boat builders conserve 
and restore vessels that would otherwise be lost to history. The team use 
traditional boat building, engineering and boat finishing skills, and extend 
the skills and opportunities through training, apprentice and volunteer 
programmes that train the next generation. The museum showcases the 
quality of their work, as visitors can see live conservation and the finished 
boats on display and on the lake.  
 
The galleries and exhibitions  
The museum tells the stories of the boats, who built and owned them and 
how they were used on Windermere. The museum has five themed 
displays:  Just Visiting, Life of Luxury, War & Innovation, Spirit of 
Adventure and Speed. Each tells unique stories of the people whose lives 
are linked to the collection, such as steel magnate Henry Schneider who 
used his yacht TSSY Esperance (1869), to commute to work. These stories 
tell visitors about the craft and history of boat building on Windermere 
and the fascinating and eventful personal stories behind the collection.  
Key highlights of the museum’s collection include: 
 

11 vessels listed by National Historic Ships as nationally •
important 
Four vessels that are part of the National Historic Fleet •
10 classic Windermere steam launches (1890s/1900s) •
A rare early yacht, Margaret (1780)  •
SL Dolly (1850), thought to be the oldest mechanically powered •
boat in the world 
Beatrix Potter’s tarn boat, which she used to sketch in on Moss •
Eccles Tarn 
Pioneering motor, speedboats and hydroplanes used on the lake •
from 1898–1980 
Canfly (1922), powered by a seven-litre Rolls Royce aero engine •
Two fully-restored boats on the lake, one of which visitors will be •
able to sail on when the museum is open 

Gordon Watson, chief executive of Lakeland Arts said, ‘The opening of 
Windermere Jetty by Lakeland Arts is the exciting culmination of the 
project to create a new museum on Windermere in the heart of the Lake 
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District.  It is thanks to the support of local people and the many 
organisations that have funded Windermere Jetty the museum  is now 
open.’ 

The website can be found at https://windermerejetty.org. 
Nigel Blanchford 
Editor, Topmasts 

A Greek Mystery 

I am trying to find some further information regarding an ancient Greek 
inscription that is in the possession of an English stately home, which was 
gifted to the previous owners by a Royal Navy captain in the early 
nineteenth century. The record says that it was ‘was discovered by the 
Hon Captain John Gordon R.N.’ and given to the stately home in 1832. 
Due to the use of the ‘Hon.’ I am certain that the captain in question must 
be Admiral John Gordon (1792–1869), https://en.wikipedia.org/ 
wiki/John_Gordon_(Royal_Navy_officer) who came from a very 
important family: his brother, George Hamilton-Gordon, the Fourth Earl 
of Aberdeen, was the British prime minister who took the country into 
the Crimean War. While I have been able to find a huge amount of 
information related to the Hon. captain’s family, I have found very little 
related to him, save for the fact that he was on the reserve list from the 
1810s to the 1840s. I was wondering, this not being my period of historical 
knowledge, if there is any way of discovering what the captain got up to in 
these years? Was there a requirement to inform the navy of his where -
abouts and activities and, if so, if such information is still extant? Can any 
readers help, please? ucramjm@hotmail.com. 

Dr Michael Metcalfe 
Member, SNR 

 

Why Mizzen? 

Might I seek the assistance of Topmasts readers in solving a puzzle over 
nomenclature? 

I would be most interested to learn why the mizzenmast is so named. 
Most etymological references relate the term ‘mizzen’ to  late Middle 
English ‘mesan’, meaning middle, from Italian  mezzana ‘mizzensail’, 
feminine (used as a noun) of mezzano ‘middle’, from Latin medianus. 

Normally used to describe the third mast from the bow on any vessel 
having 3, 4 or 5 masts or the after mast of a ketch or yawl, I can think of 
no rig where the mizzen mast occupies the ‘middle’ position. 

Any explanation would be most welcome. 
Graeme Tipp 

graemetipp@aol.com
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Conference Report 

The opening ceremony of the of the Annual General Assembly (AGA 
2018) of the International Association Maritime Universities (IAMU), 
took place on 17 October 2018 at the World Trade Centre, Barcelona. It 
was organized by the Nautical Faculty of Barcelona (FNB) of the 
Polytechnic University of Catalonia (UPC), with the support of the 
International Centre for Numerical Methods in Engineering (CIMNE).  

The conference brings together experts and official representatives of 
each member university from all over the world to discuss recent progress 
and future trends in maritime education, training, research and other 
matters within the scope of IAMU. 

The inaugural session was chaired by: Francesc Torres Torres, Rector 
(UPC); Agustí Martín Mallofré, Dean (FNB); Benito Núñez Quintanilla, 
President of the Spanish Merchant Fleet; Mercè Conesa Pagès, President 
of the Barcelona Port Authority; Damià Calvet Valera, Councillor 
(Minister) of Territory and Sustainability of the Catalan Autonomous 
Government; Thomas A. Cropper, US RDML, President of the IAMU; 
and Takehiro Umemurra, Deputy Head of The Nippon Foundation (NF). 
Following a welcome from each of the above and a keynote speech, the 
conference, which attracted delegates from 31 countries, which took as its 
theme Time for Action: A new thrust for the future of MET & Research, 
heard 51 papers under the following headings: 

 
Enhancing applied research in the maritime education institutions •
Role of women in the maritime industries •
Enhancing co-operation and social responsibility in the maritime •
field 
Impact of new technologies in maritime education •
Safe, secure and efficient shipping •

 
The full proceedings are available at: 
http://congress.cimne.com/iamu2018/frontal/doc/Ebook_IAMU_2018.p
df 
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Calls for Papers 

Veterans: Enduring, Surviving, and Remembering War 
An International Conference 

US Naval War College, Department of the Navy, Hattendorf 
Historical Center, US Naval War College, 686 Cushing Road, 
Newport, RI 02841-1207  

12–13 September 2019  
In 2018 the University of Massachusetts Press launched ‘Veterans’, the 
first academic book series devoted to the postwar lives of military 
personnel and the enduring human consequences of war. To celebrate its 
launch, series editors Brian Matthew Jordan and J. Ross Dancy invite 
individual paper and full panel proposals for a two-day conference, to be 
hosted by the US Naval War College, exploring veterans in history. In 
keeping with the goals of the series, the conference aims to build 
connections and foster conversations between disparate historiographies. 
As such, we invite historians who work on any time period or conflict to 
submit proposals. Paper and panel topics may include but are not limited 
to 

 
Veterans as custodians of historical memory •
Veterans as historians, relic collectors, and autobiographers  •
Veterans and their struggles for benefits and recognition •
Medical and disability histories of veterans •
Veterans and politics •
Transitions to peacetime and civilian life •
Veterans and posttraumatic growth •
Veterans’ fraternal organizations and culture •
Veterans’ relationships with families and children •
Veterans’ relationships with other generations of veterans •
The socioeconomics of veteranhood •
The experiences of women veterans •
Veteranhood and race and/or ethnicity •
Veterans in historical memory •
Veterans engagement in and relationship to anti-war activism  •
Methodologies for exploring veterans in history  •

 
Individual paper or full panel proposals must be submitted by 15 June 

2019 and include an abstract of 300 words and one-page curriculum vitae 
for each presenter. Panel proposals should include a brief statement about 
the thrust of the session and must include a chair. All proposals including 
panel proposals should be submitted as single .pdf files.  

Submissions and inquiries should be addressed to Dr. J. Ross Dancy,  
jeremiah.dancy@usnwc.edu  

Topmasts no. 30 

25



Naval Dockyards Society 
Where Empires Collide: Dockyards and naval bases in and 

around the Indian Ocean 
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich 
Saturday 4 April 2020 
This one-day conference will examine the role of naval bases and other 
naval support facilities in the Indian Ocean and its inlets, the Red Sea and 
Persian Gulf. Some suggested themes follow but applications are invited 
on new research or a new interpretation of any related topic.  

Were bases built to defend colonies, to control colonies, or to act as 
springboards for attacking the enemy? Were they for the suppression of 
local forces, the engagement of opposing commercial companies in the 
days of the East India Company, etc., or were they adjuncts to the 
European struggles? How useful were these bases in the seventeenth–
twentieth centuries? What facilities existed and how were they resourced? 
What were the main influences on ship construction and the design of 
naval facilities? How did national bases differ? How developed were they? 
How were they organized? What was the financial burden to the states 
that established them? How dependent upon their hinterland were they? 
To what extent did they develop their own operating practices? How have 
their heritage opportunities been developed? 

In no way is it intended to restrict this to the colonizing powers of 
France, Great Britain, Denmark, Portugal and the Netherlands, although 
it is expected that several presentations will be given on the facilities that 
they created, fully recognizing the role of the British East India Company, 
Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie (the Dutch United East India 
Company), Compagnie française pour le commerce des Indes orientales 
(the French East India Company) and the Portuguese Estado. However, it 
is hoped that submissions will also cover naval facilities established by 
Persia, Oman, the Ottoman Empire, Qawāsim, the independent naval 
states of India including the Maratha and Mughal Empires. 

If your proposal is accepted, the NDS will pay standard UK travel 
expenses (not international flights), your conference fee and lunch, 
publish it in our Transactions and give you a complimentary copy. Your 
talk will be of 20–40 minutes. The published paper will be 6–10,000 words 
long, required three months after the conference for editing. Please send 
your title and 300-word synopsis (and any queries) by 30 October 2019 to 
Dr Philip MacDougall, philip.macdougall@btinternet.com  
https://www.navaldockyards.org/
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Conferences 

The Ocean Tide and the Port of Liverpool 
Saturday 11 May 2019 
A meeting at the Merseyside Maritime Museum open to anyone interested 
in the tides and the port of Liverpool. 

This meeting is organized by the National Oceanography Centre and 
the University of Liverpool, in association with the Centre for Port and 
Maritime History (University of Liverpool, Liverpool John Moores 
University and Merseyside Maritime Museum) and the Liverpool 
Institute for Sustainable Coasts and Oceans (National Oceanography 
Centre, University of Liverpool and Liverpool John Moores University). 

This meeting marks the 100th anniversary of the world-famous 
Liverpool Tidal Institute, founded at Liverpool University in 1919 before 
moving to Bidston Observatory on the Wirral. 

Most of the speakers below come from the National Oceanography 
Centre and Liverpool University and are some of the world experts on 
these topics. 

See this web site nearer the time for any changes to the programme. 
https://conference.noc.ac.uk/ocean-tide-and-port-liverpool  

Look out for further events to mark this very special occasion. 

Re-imagining the Mediterranean:  
Transcultural Networks in the Early Modern World. 

University of Warwick, 17 May 2019 
Keynote speakers James Amelang 
(Madrid), Colin Heywood 
(Emeritus/Hull). 
Convenors Giada Pizzoni and 
Anastasia Stylianou. 
The Mediterranean was the inter national 
hub of early modern Europe. Its cultural 
and ethnic diversity was frequently com -
mented upon by observers, and texts, art 
works, and material objects depicting its 
exotic richness were eagerly purchased 
across the adjoining three continents. As 

such, it is an out standing focal point for transcultural, trans national, and 
inter disciplinary studies of the early modern world.  

This conference looks to draw upon recent, fruitful trends in scholar -
ship, in order to challenge and extend existing models of international net -
works in the early modern Mediterranean. Its aim is to draw together the 
bur geoning but disparate bodies of research related to this topic, in order to 
facilitate understanding of how these cross-cultural encounters influenced 
religious, socio-cultural, economic, political, and national identities. 

Further details: 
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/ecc/events/mediterranean 
Registration: 
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/ecc/events/mediterranean/reg/ 
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The Medieval Port of London 

Museum of London 
Saturday 18 May 2019 9.45–5.30 

This conference, organized by the Docklands 
History Group, will look at all aspects of the 
medieval port of London. It will look at the city 
and trade, merchants and overseas trade, ships 
and boats used in the port, how the river was 
managed, the medieval waterfront, and 
archaeological finds relating to the port and 
more. 

This conference organized by the Docklands 
History Group will take place in the Weston 
Theatre of the Museum of London, London 
Wall, EC2Y 5HN  

For further information on the conference and 
how to book a place, please visit our website at 
www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk  

Neptune’s Children: Early Modern Waterways 
An interdisciplinary conference on rivers, oceans, and ships in 

the early modern world 

Mure Room, Merton College, Oxford, 24 May 2019, 0930 - 1830 
Our work as early modernists has been 
shaped by the great eddies of sea 
studies which have, over decades, 
challenged the way we think about the 
national and the global, from Braudel’s 
Mediterranean, via John Elliott’s 
Atlantic, to Steve Mentz’s shipwrecks. 
In gathering together Neptune’s 

Children, we ask what might happen when we look at the world from the 
perspective of rather different waters: from swamps, from lakes, from 
rivers; from the Indian Ocean, Mexico City, or the Firth of Forth; from 
bluewater, brownwater and bilgewater. We bring together scholars of 
early modern Europe, India and Latin America, who are historians, 
literary and legal specialists; and although Neptune fathers many of our 
watery discussions, we are expecting that the Aztec god Tlaloc might also 
talk back. How can we think better about early modern water, in a world 
in which water is once again a pressing political concern? 

https://neptuneschildrenconference.wordpress.com  

41st Annual World Ship Society Naval Meeting 
Bristol Commonwealth Society, 14 Whiteladies Road, Clifton, Bristol 

BS8 1PD 1 June 2019 10:30–17:00  
Twelfth DK Brown Lecture British Perceptions of the Italian Navy 1935–

1943 Dr Richard Hammond 
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Scapa 1919: The archaeology of a scuttled fleet Dr Innes McCartney 
Co-operation and Collaboration: the British and Dutch Navies in the 

Cold War Dr Jon Wise 
The Allocation of ex-enemy vessels at the end of the Second World War 

Professor Aidan Dodson 
Operation Ration: The Royal Navy’s blockade of Vichy France 1940–

1942 Dr Richard Osborne 
 
Attendance fee £15 or £25 including lunch. Full details available from Dr 
R. H. Osborne, 11 Beechwood Road, Nailsea, Bristol BS48 2AF or email: 

drosborne@blueyonder.co.uk.  
ALL WELCOME 

The Problem of Piracy: 
An interdisciplinary conference on plunder by sea across the 

world from the ancient to the modern 

24–26 June 2019, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow 
The study of piracy brings with it 
several interpretational problems and 
questions. As a global phenomenon 
that has lasted millennia, even 
defining piracy historically is 
difficult. Its meaning depended on 
distinctive legal and customary 
perceptions of predation at sea by 
diverse communities, kingdoms, and 
empires. Scholars have recently 
engaged with other important 

questions about piracy and maritime predation: How have acts of 
maritime predation been perceived in different contexts? In what 
circumstances did pirates self-identify as pirates? By what means was 
piracy suppressed? To what extent did different pirate communities 
engage in alternative political, economic, and social structures? Basically, 
how should scholars see piracy? 

In June 2019, this three-day conference seeks to address these and other 
‘problems’ of piracy by bringing together a wide range of postgraduate, 
early career, and senior researchers who study any aspect of piracy and 
maritime predation across various chronological, geographical, and 
disciplinary barriers. Doing so will offer the opportunity to compare and 
contrast different episodes, interpretations, and perceptions of piracy and 
maritime predation from the ancient to the modern period. 

Email: problemofpiracyconference@outlook.com 
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Shaped by the Sea: 
Histories of ocean science, medicine and technology 

Centre for the History of Science, Technology and Medicine, 
University of Manchester 

27–28 June 2019 
Shaped by the Sea is a two-day workshop which seeks to examine how the 
ocean environment has shaped science, medicine and technology. Through 
focus on a range of contexts, the workshop hopes to address question such 
as: How did working and travelling within a maritime environment affect 
experiences and developments in medical, scientific and technological 
practice? How did the oceans shape the production of knowledge? How 
did science, medicine and technology underpin the dynamic relationship 
between land and sea, and how did this shape our understanding of the 
oceans? 

The workshop draws together scholars working on any aspect of 
science, medicine and technology in or on the global ocean, from a variety 
of disciplinary perspectives and from across all historical periods. Papers 
will touch on a wide range of possible topics including 

 
The physical effects of the ocean environment and the space of the •
ship 
The relationship between land and sea in the production of •
scientific knowledge 
The effects of ocean voyages on the body and mind •
Developments in seafaring and ocean technology •
Physical and mental health at sea •
Relationship with colonialism, exploration, marine exploitation •
Meteorology and oceanography •
The human influence on marine ecosystems •
The connection of ocean science, medicine and technology to •
global mobility 

Normandy 75 Conference 

University of Portsmouth Business School 22–25 July 2019 
Global War Studies, Brécourt Academic, and the University of 
Portsmouth Business School, in association with The D-Day Story and 
the Navy Records Society, are pleased to announce a major international 
conference marking the 75th anniversary of the Normandy campaign. 

Normandy 75 will bring together scholars, students, and the general 
public to explore this seminal event in detail, and will endeavour to 
promote an interdisciplinary and international study of the Normandy 
campaign by means of drawing upon the latest scholarship from a variety 
of disciplines. The conference will also serve as a forum for Second World 
War historians to discuss and debate the wide-ranging, international 
implications of the campaign and how it impacted other theatres – and 
aspects – of the conflict. 
 
Normandy 75 and the City of Portsmouth 
The City of Portsmouth, and the adjacent areas of Gosport and Southsea, 
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have a close association with the Normandy Campaign. 30,000 troops 
embarked at Portsmouth and the surrounding area on the vessels that 
would carry them to Normandy escorted by the many warships that had 
also gathered there. The massive Portsmouth naval dockyard provided 
critical construction, repair, and supply facilities for the maritime elements 
of the invasion force. 

In short, there is no place within the United Kingdom more suited as a 
venue for this important conference on one of the most significant events 
in twentieth-century military history. 

For more details and registration please go to  
http://www2.port.ac.uk/portsmouth-business-school/conferences-

and-business-events/normandy-75/  

Events at the D-Day Story, Portsmouth 
26–28 July 2019 
Immediately following the Normandy 75 Conference there will be a series 
of special events at The D-Day Story. Presenters from the Normandy 75 
Conference are invited to contribute to these events by bringing their 
knowledge of the Normandy Campaign to the general public. Additional 
events will include 

 
US Naval War College  
The US Naval War College and The John B. Hattendorf Center for 
Maritime Historical Research will be hosting a special plenary session, 
Operation Neptune and Beyond: Naval and Maritime Aspects of the 
Normandy Campaign. 
The Gregg Centre for the Study of War and Society 
The Gregg Centre for the Study of War and Society at the University of 
New Brunswick, in association with the Juno Beach Centre Association 
and Brécourt Academic, are pleased to announce a special plenary session, 
Canada and the Campaign to Liberate Europe, 1940–1945. 
The Second World War Intelligence Research Group 
The Second World War Intelligence Research Group and  Brécourt 
Academic, in association with Bletchley Park, Trent Park Museum, The 
Medmenham Association, and  Global War Studies,  are pleased to 
announce a special plenary session, Intelligence and Operation Overlord. 

For more details and registration please go to 
http://www2.port.ac.uk/portsmouth-business-school/conferences-

and-business-events/normandy-75/  

3rd Annual Conference of the AHRC Project  
Anglo-Spanish Lives in Port Cities 

‘Imperial Entanglements: Trans-Oceanic Basque Networks in 
British and Spanish Colonialism and their Legacy’ 

9–10 August 2019 
Museum of Liverpool, Liverpool 
Port cities in Britain are known and studied as crossroads and gateways of 
empire. People, ideas, goods, money, etc., flowed in and out of these 
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porous urban environments. For many people, port cities were not only a 
place of transience, they could also be a home city with a strong sense of 
community. From the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries, some of those 
who called port-cities their homes were part of the Anglo-Spanish 
diaspora. From Cadiz to London or Bilbao to Liverpool, Spanish and 
British citizens crossed the oceans in order to participate in Anglo-Spanish 
trade and imperial expansion. These voyages inevitably led to the creation 
of Anglo-Spanish communities in the littoral regions of both empires. The 
growth and success of Anglo-Spanish communities in port-cities was 
driven in part by imperial ventures such as the textile industry, mining, 
and the slave trade. It is not always easy to reconcile the history of 
exploitative ventures with the immigrant communities whose creation 
they facilitated. However, it is important to bring together local and 
imperial histories in order to understand how Anglo-Spanish 
communities were built, thrived, and sometimes waned. 

This conference will bring together scholars interested in the lives of 
Anglo-Spanish communities across both the Spanish and British empires. 
The conference also seeks to address the tensions that investigating family 
and local history can bring to communities today. The conference will be 
open to the public in the hopes that those interested in the conference 
themes will come and engage with the ideas being presented. The themes 
of this conference were inspired by the histories of two Anglo-Basque 
families, the Zuluetas and the Larrinagas, both of whom have contentious 
legacies in London and Liverpool. 

More details available soon at 
https://imperialentanglements.wordpress.com/2019/03/04/cfp-anglo-

spanish-lives-in-port-cities/  

Canadian Nautical Research Society 
Lower Lakes, Upper Lakes: Connecting Maritime Heritage, 

Part 2 

Thunder Bay, Ontario 
22–24 August 2019. 
This is the 2018 CNRS-SCRN Conference and Annual General Meeting. 

The Upper Great Lakes have been significantly impacted by 
transportation systems that merged water with land. The westerly 
movement of people, manufactured goods, and coal led to the easterly 
shipment of grain and iron ore. Settlements emerged where steamships 
could connect with railways, with an infrastructure of elevators, freight 
sheds, and port-related industries such as dry docks and shipbuilding. 
Shipping and port activities left a rich legacy of memory, artefacts, and 
documents that have begun to fade with the transition of these waterfront 
communities to residential and recreational uses. 

Further details will be published at 
https://www.cnrs-scrn.org/admin/conferences_e.html 
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Hakluyt Society Symposium 
Rethinking Power in Maritime Encounters (1400–1900) 

5-6 September 2019 
This year’s symposium will be held at Leiden, in collaboration with our 
sister society in the Netherlands, the Linschoten-Vereeniging.  

Maritime histories have always told stories about power. Whether in the 
form of narratives about mastery of the seas, conquest of lands, or 
enslavement of peoples, traditional accounts of enterprising explorers and 
hardy mariners have located power and agency with a limited groups of 
actors: almost always male, and predominantly European. In doing so, 
histories of maritime encounters have mostly reproduced the perspectives 
contained in their sources, foregrounding the actions of European men 
and casting other actors as largely passive, peripheral, or powerless. These 
histories are in need of revision. 

This conference seeks to explore new narratives of maritime power, to 
investigate the ways in which power was constituted and contested, how 
it was gendered and racialised, and through what strategies it was 
subverted or resisted. It aims to bring together historians working on (the 
limits of) state and non-state power, multiple actors and traditions of 
seafaring and exploration, and the agency of women, enslaved people, and 
other historically marginalized groups. Moreover, by expanding the focus 
to include environmental histories, this conference seeks to reconsider 
interrelations between humans and their marine surroundings. 

Details will be available soon at 
https://hakluytsociety.wordpress.com/2019/01/28/cfp-hakluyt-society 

-symposium-2019-rethinking-power-in-maritime-history/  

19th International Congress of Maritime Museums 
Mariehamn, Åland & Stockholm, Sweden 
15–20 September 2019  
Arranged by Åland Maritime Museum Trust in co-operation with the 
Swedish National Maritime Museums.  

The next ICMM biennial Congress returns to northern Europe with a 
unique format. The Congress begins in Stockholm, Sweden on Sunday 15 
September, then moves by Baltic ferry - with Congress sessions onboard - 
to Mariehamn in the Åland Islands of Finland. Here the Aland Maritime 
Museum hosts the final days of the Congress. 

For further information and the programme, please go to 
https://www.maritima.se/icmm  

2019 McMullen Naval History Symposium 
US Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD #McMullen19 
19–20 September 2019 
The year 2019 marks numerous anniversaries in naval history. It is the 75th 
anniversary of the battle of Leyte Gulf, the 50th anniversary of the North 
Korean shootdown of  Deep Sea 129, the 150th  anniversary of the 
establishment of the US Navy Good Conduct Medal, the 
150th  anniversary of the Japanese battle of Hakodate during the Meji 
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Restoration, and the 200th  anniversary of US Congress giving the 
Secretary of the Navy sole responsibility for the naming of ships. From 
operational history, to social history, to political history, and every 
approach in between, the naval and maritime history of the United States 
and the wider world remain rich areas of research and scholarship. 

Further information on the 2019 McMullen Naval History Symposium 
will be available online at  

https://www.usna.edu/History/Symposium/index.php 

Maritime History North and Sponsors 
Warships, Liners, Submarines and the Mayfly Airship  

Built in Barrow  

The Forum, Barrow  
Saturday 28 September 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 
Maritime History North with their co-sponsors present their autumn 
2019 conference. 

The topics presented will cover the history of what is now Vickers 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Ltd (VSEL), the contribution they made to 
warship design and construction, to include their warships built around 
the turn of the twentieth century, plus the Mayfly Airship and their 
ongoing program of nuclear submarine building  

Keep the date free for what will be a day of interesting and informative 
presentations. Further information on the program, ticket sales and prices, 
parking and local accommodation will be promulgated shortly  

The conference will be co-sponsored and supported by the Society for 
Nautical Research, the local branches of Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, the Institution of Engineering and Technology, the Royal 
Institution of Naval Architects, Barrow and District Association of 
Engineers, the Society of the Professional Engineers of South Cumbria 
and others. 

 
Please note: MHN has new email address for Conference administration, 
conference.mhn@gmail.com. It has been decided that it is sensible to 
separate the conference administration from the treasurer’s information, 
hence this new account. Please would you use this for ticket applications 
and advice of electronic payment. Any cheques and ‘snail mail’ can 
continue to be sent to our Treasurer at the usual address in Harrogate.
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Exhibitions 
From Coffee to Seaweed: Engineering a safer world since 1760 

The Lloyds Register Heritage & Education Centre 
are excited to announce the launch of a major 
exhibition being held at 71 Fenchurch Street! 

From Coffee to Seaweed: Engineering a safer world 
since 1760 will explore the history of Lloyd’s Register 
through unique stories and objects. The exhibition 
will also look at the current work of the Lloyd’s 
Register Foundation and the Lloyd’s Register Group 
and how we continue to help make the world safer.  

Visitors to the Lloyd’s Register Group and 
Foundation as well as to the Heritage & Education 
Centre can view the exhibition during our opening 
times. 

We are also offering curator-led tours as part of our summer lecture 
series. The first talk on the 20 June will be all about the exhibition and our 
collections, exploring the histories behind the objects and why they were 
chosen. Tickets available here. 

The exhibition will also be open to the public for Open House London 
on Saturday 21 September, and during Heritage Open Days on 16 and 17 
September 2019. More information on these two events to follow.  

Throughout the exhibition we will be sharing the stories behind the 
objects through our social media pages and website. 

If you have an educational group that would like to arrange to visit this 
exhibition and learn more about the history of Lloyd’s Register and the 
work of the Foundation, please contact our Education and Outreach Co-
ordinator Charlotte Ward, charlotte.ward@lrfoundation.org.uk  

Scottish Maritime Museum, Irvine 
Age of Oil 

To 7 July 2019 
The Scottish Maritime Museum presents Age of Oil, in association with 
National Museums Scotland. This temporary exhibition showcases the 
work of visual artist Sue Jane Taylor from her residences on North Sea oil 
platforms. 

Over the past decade Taylor produced artworks, films and hundreds of 
sketches, capturing day to day life and work on the platforms.   She has 
witnessed the decline of the oil and gas industry and documented the 
developments in renewable energy undertaken in Scotland. 

Merseyside Maritime Museum 
On the Waterfront 

Merseyside Maritime Museum, Albert Dock, Liverpool L3 4AQ 
Liverpool’s docks transformed the fortunes of the city. Their story is a 
300-year journey that turned a small, regional port into one of the world’s 
great maritime centres. From the opening of the world’s first commercial 
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wet dock in 1715, this exhibition documents the changing fortunes of 
Liverpool’s waterfront and the impact the docks have had on the city.  

A section dedicated to the Three Graces at the Pier Head includes 
reproductions of two recently donated Stewart Bale images of the Cunard 
building under construction during the First World War. One of the 
photographs, dated 1913, is now the oldest image held in the Stewart Bale 
collection. 

The exhibition also recognizes twenty-first-century changes to the 
waterfront including another National Museums Liverpool venue, 
the Museum of Liverpool. 

The waterfront has changed greatly in appearance and use since the 
construction of the Old Dock, but it remains an important symbol and 
focal point of the city. 

Visit Liverpool’s Old Dock. Step back in time and visit the place where 
it all started on a tour of Liverpool’s Old Dock. Tours are free and are held 
every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Old Dock booking details and further information. 

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 
Jolly Roger: A symbol of terror and pride 

Until Wednesday, 28 August 2019, 5:00 p.m. 
Tales of piracy are brought to the fore in the National Museum of the 
Royal Navy’s newest exhibition, Jolly Roger: A symbol of terror and pride. 
The new exhibition tells the story of the skull and crossbones flag, 
commonly known as the Jolly Roger, which has been associated with 
pirates for centuries. 

Known for its bright colour and deadly reputation, the Jolly Roger flag 
features a skull and crossbones design, striking fear in to all that see it. 
However, the history of its use by the Royal Navy who started flying the 
flag from First World War submarines is lesser known. 

The tradition began in 1914 in response to a comment that submariners 
should be ‘hung like pirates’ because of their role in sinking civilian ships. 
The unofficial practice of flying a Jolly Roger on return from wartime 
patrol took hold and has continued into the twenty-first century. 

Over time the basic skull and crossbones design has evolved, 
supplemented with additional symbols which record what happened 
during their patrol. These flags are an imposing visual record of the 
submarine’s activity as well as striking pieces of folk art. 

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/events/jolly-roger-symbol-
terror-and-pride  

Horrible Histories Pirates: The exhibition 
Until Thursday, 31 December 2020, 5:00 p.m. 
Let your little pirates loose as they captain their very own ship. This fun 
and light-hearted look at life onboard comes complete with eye patches, 
wooden legs and deadly armaments ready for you to take into battle with 
the enemy. 

Discover the patter of pirate talk and learn the lingo, decide your fate on 
the wheel of misfortune and get to grips with the rules of the pirate code – 
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otherwise you might be taking a trip to Davey Jones’ Locker. 
Grab your grog and sing along in the Pirate Tavern, design your own 

pirate flag and battle it out with different weapons including cutlasses and 
cannons. Take command of your very own pirate ship as you pretend to 
be a daring pirate commander on the high seas. 

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/events/horrible-histories-
pirates-exhibition  

Events 
Zeebrugge: The making of a legend 

Lecture Theatre 1, Keynes College, University of Kent, Canterbury, 
CT2 7NP 

Tuesday 14 May 2019, 3:00 p.m. 
Join us at the University of Kent for a free event to launch the research 
findings from our recent Zeebrugge: The making of a legend project. 

In the summer of 2018 a team of volunteers helped to research the 
profile of the Zeebrugge raid in British popular perceptions of the First 
World War. Using a wide range of materials, the team discovered how 
significant it was to many British people in the 1920s and 1930s, and the 
many different ways in which the raid was interpreted from books all the 
way through to a piece of early television broadcasting. The findings were 
written up and presented in a booklet and pop-up exhibition, which we 
will launch on 14 May. 

As part of the launch, we are delighted to welcome back a great friend 
of Kent and Gateways, Professor Sophie de Schaepdrijver who will give a 
talk on the German occupation of Bruges and Zeebrugge during the First 
World War. 

We will also show the 1927 naval epic,  The Battles of Coronel and 
Falkland Islands. Made by British Instructional Films, the company 
which also produced  Zeebrugge  in 1924 (and shown by Gateways last 
year), The Battles of Coronel and Falkland Islands was a lavish recreation 
of the two naval engagements of November and December 1914 re-
enacted for the cameras by ships of the British Mediterranean Fleet based 
at Valetta, Malta. The film is fascinating not just for its faithful recreation 
of the battles, but also for presenting the Germans as honourable and 
worthy foes who fought gallantly for their country. Such was the impact 
the film made in Germany, that it was given a premiere at the first 
convention of European film exhibitors in Berlin in 1928. Digitally 
restored and remastered in 2014, the film is one of the highlights of British 
1920s cinema. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/zeebrugge-the-making-of-a-legend-
tickets-59523156363  

If the Weather Permits: Living in the Arctic 
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich 
9 June 2019, 3.00 p.m. 
Join us for a captivating afternoon about life in the Arctic, including talks, 
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a film screening and gallery tours. The event provides an unique 
opportunity to hear from Naulaq Ledrew, an Inuk elder who is currently 
visiting the UK. 

Tickets will be available to book soon. The programme is 
15:00–15:15 Arrival  
15:15–15:30 Claire Warrior, Senior Exhibitions Interpretation 

Curator, on the curation of the Polar Worlds Gallery at the 
National Maritime Museu 

15:30–16:00 Screening of ‘If The Weather Permits 
16:00–16:45 Naulaq Le Drew, on life in the Arctic 
16:45–17:00 Refreshments 
17:00–18:00 Visit to the Polar Worlds Gallery 
  

Naulaq Ledrew, originally from Apex Hill (Nunavut, Canadian Arctic), is 
an Inuk artist working in traditional crafts, drumming, throat singing, and 
seal skin sewing. She is also an activist that advocates for Indigenous 
culture and Inuit well-being. Naulaq is actively working with the urban 
Inuit community in Toronto and has been elected as the Inuit Community 
Knowledge Keeper.  

https://www.rmg.co.uk/see-do/exhibitions-events/if-weather-permits-
living-arctic 

Saving Our Ships: How to conserve historic vessels 
Wolfson Room I, Institute of Historical Research, Senate House, 

London, WC1E 7HU 
Tuesday 18 June 2019, 5:15 p.m., wine reception at 6:30 p.m. 
Join us for a free talk in central London about the exciting world of 
conserving historic vessels chaired by Hannah Cunliffe (our Director) and 
featuring Claire Denham and Simon Thompson (Cutty Sark, RMG), 
Chris Jones (Chatham Historic Dockyard) and Arabella Roberts 
(National Museum of the Royal Navy). 

All are welcome and there’s no need to book! 
Historic vessels are an important part of our national heritage but 

preserving them requires funding, expertise and a loot of hard work. Hear 
about the challenges presented by these complex objects and the histories 
behind them. 

Our expert panel brings together decades of experience working on and 
with historic vessels. They will discuss their day-to-day work with ships 
like Cutty Sark, now approaching its 150th birthday, as well as what the 
future may hold. 

What challenges do historic vessels present conservators, technicians 
and curators?   How close can restoration get us to the ‘original ship’?   
What is the aim of conserving historic vessels? 

https://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/event/nhs/heritage-
volunteering-conference-10th-may-2019
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Lectures 
Caird Library Research Seminars 2019 

Seminars are on Mondays. There will be no seminars in January, February 
and August. All seminars will be held between 15.30 and 16.30, and will 
take place in The Caird Library, Sammy Ofer Wing, National Maritime 
Museum, Greenwich, London SE10 9NF  

Members of the Museum, adult learners, independent researchers, 
academic and university students and members of the public are welcome 
to attend the seminars. No booking is necessary!  

For further information please contact the Research Administrator on 
020 8312 6716 or email: research@rmg.co.uk  

Convenor: Martin Salmon  
 

13 May Reconstructing Sir Humphrey Gilbert 
Professor Rory Rapple, Caird short-term fellow  

Our understanding of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, despite his relative celebrity 
as a pioneer of Anglophone Empire, has been distorted because different 
aspects of his life have been compartmentalised one from another. This 
paper pieces Gilbert back together and considers the new and startling 
things a reconstructed Sir Humphrey can tell us about Elizabethan 
politics, political thinking and society.  
3 June ‘The sort of thing that appeals to scientists’: interpreting 

expedition photography for public exhibition 
Dr Elizabeth Watkins, Sackler short-term fellow  

Polar expeditions of the early 1900s interlaced experimental scientific 
photography (multiple and flashlight exposures) with the work of 
professional travel photographers. Expedition ephemera – newspaper 
reports, posters, lantern slides, catalogues – reveal a social history of polar 
exploration in public exhibition. An analysis of subtle combinations of 
photographic practices (snapshots, colour, superimposition, stereoscopic 
views) with images produced through expedition research reveals 
temporality and the elision of details as integral to cultural constructions 
of science and spectacle.  
1 July ‘Savage-pictures’ at sea: the theatre of maritime illustration on 

early modern maps and globes 
Liam Benison, Caird short-term fellow  

Sea monsters, mermaids, ships, and other such ‘savage-pictures’ 
decorating the sea spaces of early modern maps are more than Swiftian 
gap-fillers. They can reveal much about cartographers’ practices, as 
Richard Unger has shown. They also offer clues to how maps and globes 
were read. Looking at some ‘savage- pictures’ at sea on globes and maps 
from the Caird Library, I will explore how they shaped map-reading as a 
theatrical experience.  

2 September Ethnographic collecting and the politics of restitution on 
Matthew Flinders’ Australian voyages, 1798–1803, Daniel 
Simpson,�Caird short-term fellow  

This talk discusses contested practices of collecting and restitution on-
board Matthew Flinders’ early Australian voyages. Though Flinders and 
his crew acquired numerous Indigenous Australian objects, an array of 
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moral and philosophical considerations soon brought about their return. 
Surviving records of an encounter at Fraser Island in 1802 suggest that 
early nineteenth-century concerns about object collecting were not, 
therefore, altogether dissimilar to museum debates about object 
repatriation occurring today.  

Kings Maritime History Seminars 
9 May The Air Debate: Naval Ideas of Air Power in the Inter-War 

Period Neil Datson, Independent Scholar 
23 May ‘False Shipwreck’d Sailors’: Shipwreck Imposters and Charity in 

Nineteenth-Century England Cathryn Pearce, University of 
Portsmouth 

Seminars take place on Thursdays, 17:15–18:30, room K6.07, Department 
of War Studies, KCL, Strand, WC2R 2LS (6th Floor, King’s Building), 

This seminar series is hosted by the Laughton Naval History Unit of 
the Sir Michael Howard Centre for the History of War in the Department 
of War Studies, King’s College London. It is organized by the British 
Commission for Maritime History (www.maritimehistory.org.uk) in 
association with the Society for Nautical Research (https://snr.org.uk/). 

For further information about the King’s Maritime History Seminar, 
contact Dr Alan James alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk. 

University of Exeter 
Centre for Maritime Historical Studies Seminar Programme 

Harrison Building 215 17:00 to 19:00 
8 May Mediterranean entrepreneurs in the first global age: networks, 

personal trajectories and circulation in the seventeenth century 
Josep San Ruperto 

Dr Josep San Ruperto will present his latest research, working as part of 
the ‘Average-Transaction Costs and Risk Management during the First 
Globalization’ ERC-funded project. 
For further information please contact: J.Davey3@exeter.ac.uk : 01392 
724580 For a Stretham Campus map, go to: http://www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/ 
directions/streathammap/  

Centre for Port and Maritime History 
Mike Stammers Memorial Lecture 

Merseyside Maritime Museum, Wednesday, 8 
May 2019 18:15 
Don’t think of emigrating! Liverpool and overseas 
migration during the First World War Rachel 
Mulhearn, former Director of Merseyside 
Maritime Museum 

At the Dr. Martin Luther King Jnr Building 
Albert Dock, Liverpool
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The Lloyd’s Register Foundation Heritage & Education 
Centre Summer Lecture Series 

71 Fenchurch Street, London EC3M 4BS 
Drinks reception from 17:30; lecture at 18:00–18:45; Q&A 18:45–19:00 

 
20 June 2019 From Coffee to Seaweed: Engineering a safer world since 

1760 
Education and Outreach Coordinator Charlotte Ward and 
Archivist Max Wilson  

This lecture celebrates the exhibition of the same name which will explore 
the history of Lloyd’s Register told through unique objects and stories. 
These objects include an original plan for the Thistlegorm, a map of the 
world highlighting James Cook’s explorations in the 1770s and recordings 
of our General Committee meeting minutes.  

The lecture will focus on the objects and stories, providing a more in 
depth look at Lloyd’s Register’s unique history and the work of the 
Foundation. The evening will conclude with a curator-led tour of the 
exhibition for attendees. 
25 July From the Cutty Sark to now: How can the resurgence of the use 

of wind power support a greener shipping industry? 
Laura Boon, the Lloyd’s Register Foundation Public Curator of 
Contemporary Maritime at the National Maritime Museum 

This lecture will explore the importance and subsequence decline of sail 
ships and how technology being used in shipping today is seeking to once 
again harness the power of wind to reduce fossil fuel consumption. 

After this lecture, there will be an opportunity to tour the exhibition 
From Coffee to Seaweed: Engineering a safer world since 1760 

https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/whats-on/events/category/exhibition  

Windermere Jetty Museum 
16 May, 6:00 p.m. for 6.30 p.m. start A Collection of Significance; the 

magnificent boats of Windermere Jetty  
Meredith Greiling, former curator 

Join,Meredith for an in-depth lecture about the fantastic boats in the 
collection, looking at their significance both to Windermere and the wider 
part they play in the national story. The talk will last approximately one 
hour. 

Standard tickets are £10, £7 for Friends, £5 for Students 
To book email bookings@windermerejetty.org  
 

Annual E .G. R. Taylor lecture 
Thursday 10 October 6:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m. (doors open at 5:30 p.m.) 

Isaac Newton and the Haven-Finding Art 
Professor Simon Schaffer 

Isaac Newton never went to sea, but maritime affairs played an important 
role in his career, in studies ranging from resistance to the movement of 
hulls to the vexed problems of longitude determination, the set of 
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techniques E. G. R. Taylor mapped out in her history of navigation as the 
 ‘Haven-finding Art’.  

The lecture traces these interests, and uses them to replace Newton and 
his enterprises in the cultures of geography and navigation that helped 
encourage work in the mathematical sciences and natural philosophy in 
Baroque England. 

The lecture is free but spaces are limited, so please book in advance. 
Post-lecture supper £30, must be booked by noon on 7 October. 

Cancellations/changes will not be accepted.  Full details at: 
www.rgs.org/egrtaylor 

SNR South  

The SNR (South) usually meet at 14:00 on the second Saturday of each 
month from October to May but check before you arrive. We meet in the 
Royal Naval Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth (near the 
Cathedral). Members may lunch beforehand in the Club (full lunch or bar 
menu) and enjoy the view over Southsea Common and the Solent.  
 
11 May Spies, Saboteurs and the Dreadnoughts Dr Philip MacDougal 
 
There may be changes if a speaker’s availability changes. We are still 
planning our three annual local visits and have in mind - first a Solent Fort; 
second a visit to HMS Alliance and the Explosion Museum and third a trip 
to SKY in Southampton.  
 
24–27 September Three-day visit to Liverpool Maritime Heritage – tbc 
For further information on the visits go to www.nauticalresearch.co.uk  

New Books by Members 

Innes McCartney Scapa 1919: The archaeology of a scuttled fleet 
Osprey Publishing (Publication date 30 May 2019) 
Marine archaeologist Dr Innes McCartney solves the mysterious fate of 
the lost ships of Jutland and reveals – for the first time – the location and 
state of the wrecks of all 25 warships sunk in the scuttling of the German 
fleet at Scapa Flow. 

The German High Seas Fleet was one of the most power naval forces in 
the world, and had fought the pride of the Royal Navy to a 
stalemate at the battle of Jutland in 1916. After the armistice 
was signed, ending fighting in World War I, it surrendered 
to the British and was interned in Scapa Flow pending the 
outcome of the Treaty of Versailles. In July 1919 the entire 
fleet attempted to sink itself in the Flow to prevent it being 
broken up as war prizes. Of the 74 ships present, 52 sunk 
and 22 were prevented from doing so by circumstance and 
British intervention.  

McCartney reveals for the first time what became of the 
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warships that were scuttled, examining the circumstances behind the loss 
of each ship and reconciling what was known at the time to what the 
archaeology is revealing today. This fascinating study reveals a fleet lost 
for nearly a century beneath the waves. 
 

Sheila Bransfield The Man Who Discovered Antarctica  
Pen & Sword Books £20 (Publication date 31 August 2019) 
Captain Cook claimed the honour of being the first man to 
sail into the Antarctic Ocean in 1773, which he then 
circumnavigated the following year. Cook, though, did not 
see any land, and he declared that there was no such thing as 
the Southern Continent. Fifty years later, an Irishman who 
had been impressed into the Royal Navy at the age of 
eighteen and risen through the ranks to reach the position of 
master, proved Cook wrong and discovered and charted 
parts of the shoreline of Antarctica. He also discovered what 
is now Elephant Island and Clarence Island, claiming them 

for the British Crown. 
Edward Bransfield’s varied naval career included taking part in the 

Bombardment of Algiers in 1816 onboard the 50-gun warship HMS 
Severn. Then, in 1817, he was posted to the Royal Navy’s Pacific 
Squadron off Valparaíso in Chile, and it was while serving there that the 
owner and skipper of an English whaling ship, the Williams, was driven 
south by adverse winds and discovered what came to be known as the 
South Shetland Islands where Cook had said there was no land. 

Bransfield’s superior officer, Captain Shirreff, decided to investigate this 
discovery further. He chartered Williams and sent Bransfield with a 
master’s mate, two midshipmen and a ship’s surgeon into the Antarctic – 
and the Irishman sailed into history. 

Despite his achievements, and many parts of Antarctica and an Ant -
arctic survey vessel being named after him, as well as a Royal Mail com -
memorative stamp being issued in his name in 2000, the full story of this 
remarkable man and his historic journey, have never been told – until now. 

Following decades of research, Sheila Bransfield MA, a member of the 
UK Antarctic Heritage Trust, has produced the definitive biography of 
one of Britain’s greatest maritime explorers. The book has been endorsed 
by the UK Antarctic Heritage Trust, whose patron the Princess Royal, has 
written the foreword. 

 
Editor’s note: Blyth Tall Ship and Williams II 
Blyth Tall Ship is a pioneering project that sets out to recapture the spirit of 
adventure and global entrepreneurship that was employed in Blyth to 
discover the Antarctic land mass 200 years ago in a sailing ship called the 
Williams. It sets out to inspire future generations to fulfil their potential by 

Setting up and running a traditional workshop that introduces 1
engineering skills through the medium of traditional boat building, 
working alongside retired engineers and craftsmen. 
Recreating the original voyage and conducting an expedition to 2
celebrate the discovery of Antarctica from in 1820 by restoring and 
refitting a tall ship and repeating the original voyage with young 
people from the Blyth, the north-east and around the UK. 
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Developing a museum and visitor attraction alongside our partners 3
on the quayside at Blyth. 

On the anniversary of this British achievement in 2019 the Williams 
Expedition has built a modern replica of the Williams in Blyth to recreate 
the original expedition with a local crew. The expedition is show casing 
the north-east’s talent, engineering and technology on a world stage, and 
in conjunction with Newcastle University will undertake meaningful 
marine science. 

The Williams II is a 36-metre gaff rigged ketch, which was built of oak 
with pine decking and masts in 1914 in Denmark and at 24 metres on deck, 
with a 2.7 metre draft she is almost exactly the same dimensions as the 
original Williams built 100 years earlier in Blyth. She is twin skinned with 
an oak outer and inner hull which makes her very strong and able to 
operate in icy waters, and has been augmented for strength with a steel 
girder running the length of her keel. The refit has replaced approximately 
40 per cent of the planking below the water line, 30 per cent of the decking 
which has also been recalked (sealed), serviced and rebuilt the engine (an 
8-cylinder Gardener diesel), serviced and upgraded the rigging and 
rewired the electrical systems.  

The Williams II left Blyth on a ‘shakedown’ circumnavigation of the 
UK on 17 March. She carries a core group of volunteers with specialist 
senior skills to operate efficiently on board the vessel while training and 
supporting inexperienced crew. This crew changes every seven days. Later, 
on 13 July she will be cruising up the Norwegian coast to cross the Arctic 
Circle before setting out in August on an expedition to follow Bransfield’s 
voyage of discovery in the Antarctic. 

The author of The Man Who Discovered the Antarctic recently visited 
Williams II and commented, ‘My partner and I were invited on 
board  Williams II  last Friday and I was enthralled.  The skipper is an 
amazing woman and the work she does training young people to handle a 
tall ship is spectacular!’ 

For more information about Williams II and the expedition go to 
https://www.blythtallship.co.uk/the-williams-expedition  
 

Chris Ellmers and Charles Payton (eds) London and the Whaling 
Trade 
Docklands History Group, 2018, £20.00 (plus p&p) 

This profusely illustrated 224-page book presents 
much extended versions of the wide-ranging talks 
given at the Dockland History Group’s London and 
the Whaling Trade Symposium, held at the Museum 
of London Docklands in 2013. The book 
incorporates much revealing and groundbreaking 
new work relating to both London’s Arctic and 
South Sea whaling trades by leading researchers. 
Although its role is now very largely forgotten, 
London was for a period of some 250 years a major 
centre for the whaling trade. Over that time 
London’s Greenland and southern whaling fleets 

employed hundreds of ships and many thousands of men. These trades 
consumed capital resources worth millions of pounds, generated great 
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economic returns, and impacted enormously on both the Port of London 
and the metropolis. The book includes the following papers: Janet West, 
An introduction to the London whaling industries; Alex Werner, Revealing 
London’s hidden whaling history: An appreciation of A. G. E. Jones, 
whaling historian; Alan Pipe, ‘Diverse but Sparse’: London archaeological 
whale bones as ‘fingerprints’ of the past; Chris Ellmers, ‘A Place of Blubber 
and Oil’: The Greenland Dock and the whaling trades; Beatrice Behlen, 
‘In Whalebone Bondage Gall the Slender Waist’: Fashionable uses of 
baleen; Stuart Frank, ‘Curiously Carved’: Scrimshaw and the South Sea 
Whale Fishery; Charles Payton, The worlds of the Enderby family; Kevin 
Rielly and Guy Thompson, The Bay Wharf Whale and early Thames 
strandings. The book is available through the DHG’s website, 

http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk 

Society for Nautical Research 
Membership Report 

1 January 2019 to 31 March 2019 

New Members 
Mark Roberts Barnes, London 
Richard Webb Pawleys Island, South Carolina, USA 
William Craig Altrincham, Cheshire 
Julie Brumby Owston Ferry, North Lincolnshire 
Julie Farguson Cirencester, Gloucestershire 
Gary Morgan Hartlepool, Co. Durham 
Martin Ruetten Schleswig-Holstein, Germany 
Steven Dieter Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
Geoffrey Nicholls London 
Jesper Bernøe Slagelse Ree Hoved Staden, Denmark 
Caryl Dane Saxmundham, Suffolk 
Rob Kettenburg Bergen, Noord Holland, Netherlands 
Alexander Reford Quebec, Canada 
Jonathan Miller Cambrdge  
Joanna Prudence Godalming, Surrey 
Mark Porter Thistleton, Rutland. East Midlands 
Mark Douglas Peterborough, Cambridgeshire 
Jonathan Gourlay Oak Park, Illinois, USA 
Renaud Morieux Jesus College, Cambridge 
Michael Mitchell Providence, Rhode Island, USA 
Claude Bell Long Beach, California, USA 
Jonathan Gough Ilfracombe, Devon 
Keith Bird Pawleys Island, South Carolina 
Robert Van Tol Shirland Alfreton, Derbyshire 
David Bickerton Waterlooville, Hampshire 
John Ford Hull, Yorkshire 
Marc Liebman Savannah, Texas, USA 
Clinton Garrett Castine, Maine, USA 
Richard Sibley Southampton, Hampshire 
Christophe Austruv Paris, France 
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Jonathan Davies Birmingham 
Michael Aries Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire 
Jay Young Piano, Texas, USA 
John MacAulay Geocrab, Isle of Harris 
Michael Turnbull Londniddry, East Lothian 
Anne Mayse British Columbia, Canada 
Jacqueline Hoover Cocoa, Florida 
Cathy Shelbourne Ipswich, Suffolk 
Hans Schmidt-Nielsen Region Midtjylland, Denmark 
Ruth Thurstan Burras, Cornwall 
Vincent Jankunis Alberta, Canada 
David Purdy Omaha, Nebraska, USA 
Helen Paul Southampton, Hampshire 
William Lindsay Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire 
Martin Morant Shincliffe, Durham 
 
Students 
Liam Mitchell St Andrews, Fife 
Peter Hooker Maitland, New South Wales, Australia 
Paul Proctor Fareham, Hampshire 
Jayne Friend Rainham, Kent 
Lynsey Page Little Melton, Norfolk 
Hannah Campbell-Hewson Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Luigi Prisco Napolii, Italy 
M. C. Pellegrini Agrigento, Italy 
Emma Haddon Plymouth, Devon 
Richard Cauchi Haz-Zebbug, Malta 
Ian McCann Perth, Western Australia 
Catherine McCullagh Dingwall, Highland 
John Leonida Lewisham, London 
Benjamin Schaffer Charleston, South Carolina, USA 
Peter Baughman Columbia, Connecticut, USA 
Jacob Bourbon Manvel, North Dakota, USA 
Tünde Komori Budapest, Hungary 
Ryoko Sato Gunma, Japan 
Roger Barratt Kingsbridge, Devon 
W. Lyon-Dalberg-Acton Tower Hamlets, London 
Stephen Gadd Farnborough, Hampshire 
Katherine Dace Hatfield, Hertfordshire 
Iain Gately Bridport, Dorset 
Shlomo Grun New York, USA 
 
Reported deaths 
D. R. McKeller Stirling 
Alan Forsyth Grange over Sands, Cumbria 
Madge Darby London 
Ruddock Mackay Auckland, New Zealand
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