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Chairman’s Column
Council has approved the Publications Committee recommendation that 
this year’s Anderson Medal should be awarded to Professor Crosbie Smith 
for his book Coal, Steam and Ships: Engineering, expertise and Empire on 
the nineteenth-century seas, published by Cambridge University Press. 
The subject of the book is clearly akin to that of the conference staged by 
the Society and the Brunel Institute in Bristol last September. The book 
is extremely well researched and explores the trials and tribulations of the 
early mail steamship lines, their passengers, proprietors and the public. 
Council has agreed also that the Society should give SNR Certificates of 
Merit to Richard Blakemore and Elaine Murphy for The British Civil 
Wars at Sea, and to Margarette Lincoln for Trading in War. 

Professor Crosbie Smith read history and philosophy of science at 
Clare College, Cambridge, and graduated with first-class honours. His 
postgraduate research on the history of Victorian steam power culminated 
in a PhD from the University of Cambridge. Appointed a research fellow 
in the history of science, he was one of the founding members of the 
History of Science group at the University of Kent. Professor Smith’s field, 
the history of science, has led to numerous books over the years. Two of 
his books, Energy and Empire (Cambridge University Press, 1989), and 
Science of Energy (The University of Chicago Press, 1998) received the 
History of Science Society’s Pfizer Award. In 2002 Crosbie Smith received 
an Arts and Humanities Research Board grant for a research project on the 
history of ocean steam navigation in the Victorian period. He served as 
editor of the British Journal for the History of Science from 1999 until 2004, 
and was an associate editor (with responsibility for scientific engineering) 
for the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.

Steamships transformed world trade in the nineteenth century and 
Professor Smith’s book tells the riveting story of the businessmen, engineers 
and sailors who built and ran the new global fleets of steamers. Coal, 
Steam and Ships is an excellent account of the establishment of Britain’s 
commercial seaborne empire and the global economy in the nineteenth 
century. The book explores the trials and tribulations of first-generation 
Victorian mail steamship lines, their passengers, proprietors and the public. 
Eyewitness accounts show in rich detail how these enterprises engineered 
their ships, constructed empire-wide systems of steam navigation and won 
or lost public confidence in the process. Company managers had to wrestle 
to control shipbuilding and marine engine-making, coal consumption, 
quality and supply, shipboard discipline, religious readings, relations 
with the Admiralty and government, anxious proprietors, and the media - 
especially following a disaster or accident.

The science and engineering advances in steam power and shipbuilding, 
together with the complex and interconnected intellectual, organizational, 
technological and cultural processes, led to the continuing evolution and 
improvements of steamships over some 50 years in the Victorian era. 
The developments in steamships led to huge cultural changes in virtually 
every aspect of business and finance constructs, the commercial expansion 
of global trade, and the human effects on both seafarers and worldwide 
passengers and travellers. Our Bristol conference last September 
emphasized how in the new and evolving environment, shipbuilding 
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companies, ports and shipping lines prospered or failed, how the change 
from sail to steam affected the health and employment of seafarers and 
how the regular operation of long-distance global voyages affected travel 
and commerce. Coal, Steam and Ships tells the story in a fascinating 
way relating the human stories of Brunel and Cunard, with eyewitness 
accounts to show the fraught nature of Victorian steamship enterprise and 
the changes brought about by rapid and regular connections across the 
world. Professor Smith’s mastery of his subject is formidable. The drama 
and the dangers of the voyages, the conflicts over finance and innovation, 
and the delicate relationships between the various interest groups are 
vividly brought to life

The Anderson Medal will be presented to Professor Crosby Smith at a 
ceremony at the National Maritime Museum, on Thursday 23 April 2020.  
Tea will be available from 4:30 p.m. and the ceremony at 5:00 p.m. will be 
followed by a lecture given by Professor Smith relating to some aspects 
of his book; the evening will close with a short reception to which all 
attendees are welcome. Full details in due course on the SNR website.

Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton gbe kcb
Chairman, Society for Nautical Research

Editor’s Notes

Welcome to the first Topmasts of 2020. First, I must apologize to Rear-
Admiral J. Y. Nerzic fn for misprinting his name and rank under his 
fascinating article in the November edition. 

Women working at sea is now commonplace but we no longer hear of 
families going to sea in commercial ships on trading voyages. This edition 
carries an article describing just such a family that sailed on several round 
the world trading voyages from Liverpool in the later days of sail. Also in 
this edition you will find an account of the Royal Navy’s first experiments 
with the use of aircraft to work with the fleet; a record of two U-boat 
commanders reporting sinkings in the North Atlantic of ships that did not 
exist; and two comments the on detail of the restoration of HMS Victory.

There is a great deal happening in our field of nautical history. You will 
find a range of conferences and lectures to suit most tastes, both in the UK 
and abroad; and new exhibitions in Cornwall, Merseyside and Scotland. 
There will soon be a refurbished HMS Victory Gallery in NMRN 
Portsmouth and a major exhibition of artefacts from HMS Invincible 
in Chatham Historic Dockyard – more to come about these in the May 
edition of Topmasts.

And finally, one of the best-known of Britain’s maritime paintings, The 
Fighting Temeraire will soon be in the wallets and purses of the nation as it 
will feature on the new £20 note, to be issued on 20 February. It is part of a 
design based on J. M. W. Turner and his work, and includes a self-portrait 
of the artist. The Fighting Temeraire is currently in The National Gallery, 
and Turner’s self-portrait is in the Tate Gallery.

Nigel Blanchford 
Editor, Topmasts

nigel.blanchford@snr.org.uk

mailto:nigel.blanchford@snr.org.uk
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His Majesty’s Rigid Airship ‘R1’
Part 1 Origins and Development

The original design for R1 (Author’s collection)

The catalyst for the procurement of R1, the Royal Navy’s first aircraft 
was a letter dated 21 July 1908 from Captain Bacon, the Director of 
Naval Ordnance (DNO), to Admiral Fisher the First Sea Lord. Bacon 
was a torpedo specialist who had served as the first Inspecting Captain 
of Submarines and as the first captain of the revolutionary new battleship 
Dreadnought. His letter included several proposals, the most far-reaching 
of which was that the RN should fund the construction of a rigid airship 
to evaluate the use of aircraft with the fleet. At that time Vickers had an 
exclusive contract with the Admiralty for the design and construction 
of submarines and Bacon had worked closely with the company, both 
as Inspecting Captain of Submarines and as DNO. He believed that 
development could be hastened if Vickers were awarded a contract for 
R1 as well as bearing some of the development risk. A provisional cost of 
£35,000 was quoted, the same as a B class submarine, from which we can 
deduce that Bacon had already discussed the project with his contacts at 
Vickers. It is also likely that Bacon’s letter represented the opening move 
in a carefully orchestrated Admiralty plan since only two days elapsed 
before Admiral Fisher wrote to the prime minister, Herbert Asquith, on 
23 July 1908 to propose the construction of a developmental rigid airship. 

On 14 August 1908 Vickers was requested to forward a tender to 
the Admiralty as soon as it had calculated sufficient design data, and it 
naturally hoped to gain another exclusive contract with the Admiralty 
similar to the one already in place for submarines. By 1908 it had become 
clear that airships were becoming a practical proposition for the RN. 
German enthusiasm for rigid airships was already a cause for concern and 
on 23 October 1908, Asquith tasked the Committee of Imperial Defence 
(CID) to set up a subcommittee under Lord Esher to investigate what was 
known at the time as aerial navigation and make recommendations. 

This subcommittee, on which Bacon was the RN representative, was to 
study recent successes achieved by aerial experiments in France, Germany 
and the USA and its report, dated 28 January 1909, contained an accurate 
summary of the state of aircraft development and the potential for various 
types to be used for naval and military operations. Under the heading 
‘Aeroplanes’, the subcommittee noted that great progress had been made 
towards the successful employment of aeroplanes within the last year but 
they could scarcely be considered to have emerged from the experimental 
stage. On the other hand, it attached great importance to the construction 
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of rigid airships as naval scouts and agreed unanimously that a rigid 
airship should be procured for naval experiments and unsurprisingly, 
given Bacon’s membership, recommended the sum of £35,000 for its 
construction. This sum was compared favourably with £80,000 for the 
construction of a contemporary destroyer and £400,000 for a light cruiser. 
For fleet reconnaissance work it was pointed out that a lookout on the 
bridge of a warship could expect to see an enemy vessel at about 18 nautical 
miles in clear conditions whereas an observer in the car of an airship at 
1,500 feet would expect to see the enemy at a considerably greater distance 
in the same conditions. Airships could remain airborne for protracted 
patrols and carry a large enough crew to operate in watches; they could 
support a blockading force by using a wireless transmitter to tell the fleet 
commander what the enemy was doing in harbour and even, potentially, 
warn of torpedo boat and submarine attacks being generated against a 
blockading squadron. The full CID met on 25 February 1909 and accepted 
the subcommittee’s recommendation without further comment. Two 
days earlier, on 23 February 1909, the Treasury had already approved the 
inclusion of £35,000 in the 1909/1910 Naval Estimates for the construction 
of a rigid airship by Vickers. 

After receiving Treasury and CID approval, the Admiralty offered 
Vickers £30,000 for its share of the work. Vickers replied in April that 
it could construct the rigid structure, excluding the gas bags and outer 
covering, for £28,000, and offered to erect a suitable hangar, within which 
the airship could be constructed, at no cost to the crown. It also asked for a 
ten-year monopoly on airship construction for the RN under contractual 
terms similar to those already in place for submarines. On 7 May 1909 the 
Admiralty accepted these terms and signed a contract with Vickers for the 
construction of R1. 

It was stipulated that Vickers was responsible for the strength of the 
framework and the Admiralty was responsible for gasbags, the outer 
covering and the size and positioning of fins and control surfaces. The 
Admiralty was thus both the customer and a member of the design and 
construction alliance, in rather the same way that the Ministry of Defence 
acted as both customer and a member of the Aircraft Carrier Alliance 
that contracted to build HMS Queen Elizabeth a century later. This 
distribution of responsibility was to assume critical importance in 1911 
after R1 was completed. The Admiralty specification required R1

• To fulfil the duties of an aerial scout.
• To maintain 40 knots, if necessary, for up to 24 hours.
• To moor by the nose to a post on water (or possibly on land also). 

Floating on water she was to be able to swing head into wind and, 
hopefully, remain out in all weathers and be independent of her shed 
except for docking, as in the case of surface ships.

• To carry wireless telegraphy equipment.
• To have facilities that allowed the crew to live on board without 

suffering hardship.
• To ascend to a height of 1,500 feet or more.
• To be used for experimental purposes and to be constructed as cheaply 

as possible.
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Since structural weight increased as the square of mass but disposable lift 
increased as the cube of gas volume, it was obviously an advantage to design 
a large airship. Vickers had originally assumed an aluminium framework 
but found that wood was significantly stronger. Bacon insisted, however, 
that since wood was incapable of improvement, the experimental nature of 
the airship would be negated if it was not constructed of a metal alloy. At the 
same time plans were drawn up to refit the cruiser Hermione as an airship 
support vessel with a plant for producing hydrogen, accommodation for 
airship crews and a mooring mast to secure R1 while it was replenished 
at sea. The Admiralty representatives on the design team included Bacon, 
who was promoted to Rear-Admiral in 1909, and Captain Murray Sueter, 
the newly appointed Inspecting Captain of Airships. Sueter had worked 
with both Bacon and Vickers on submarine development before this 
appointment and had been Inspecting Captain of Submarines. The group 
from Vickers was led by Sir James McKechnie, managing director of the 
firm’s shipyard at Barrow-in-Furness, with Charles Robertson, the chief 
submarine engineer, B. Comyn, the manager of the Cavendish Dock, J. 
Watson, the works manager, and S. W. Hunt, the chief draughtsman. 

R1 was the largest military aircraft project the world had yet seen and 
drew heavily on the designers’ submarine experience together with such 
information as could be obtained about Zeppelins. She was 512 feet long, 
only 14 feet shorter than the battleship Dreadnought, and had a parallel-
sided hull with a bow curve of twice the curvature of the hull and a stern 
of nine times the curvature. For ease of construction the hull was 12-sided 
rather than cylindrical and material for her construction was ordered in 
May 1909. Work on its shed started at the same time in Cavendish Dock, 
with one edge resting on the dock side and the other built on to piles 
driven into the dock bottom. These caused considerably more trouble 
than anticipated, however, and the shed’s projected completion date had 
to be put back from August 1909 to June 1910. Work on R1 could not start 
until it was ready. Once the shed was complete, a removable wooden deck 
was built over the water, above which a cradle was erected on which the 
airship framework was assembled.

While they waited for the shed’s completion, the design team considered 
the choice of structural material; a trial section 37.5 feet long was built in 
the shipyard workshops with one end made of hollow wooden spars, a 
central section made of wood and aluminium in equal proportions and the 
other end of aluminium. Wood proved by far the strongest and bracing 
wires made of extruded aluminium proved to be useless. However, in 
November 1909 Vickers’ metallurgists learnt of an alloy made in Germany 
known as duralumin. It seemed to be perfect for this application and the 
firm bought the right to manufacture and use the alloy throughout the 
British Empire. It comprised 94 per cent aluminium and 4 per cent copper 
with the remainder made up with manganese, silicon and iron, and it was 
found to have nearly the strength of iron with the weight of aluminium. 
In practical terms duralumin made R1’s structure twice as strong as wood 
but a ton lighter. The Admiralty approved its use in 1910 and R1 became 
the first aircraft in the world to be constructed with it. 

The Admiralty’s selection of fabric for the 17 gas bags proved difficult 
and considerable unforeseen research had to be carried out before suitable 
materials were identified. Although balloon flight was commonplace in 
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1909, nothing on this scale had been attempted before. Previous gas bags 
had been fabricated with what was known as gold-beaters’ skin, made 
from the intestines of oxen which were dried, glued to a cloth backing 
and varnished, but it was known to become brittle and had a short life. 
The Admiralty decided, therefore, to replace it with the Continental 
Rubber Company’s number 21 fabric for 15 of the 17 gas bags, made with 
alternating layers of Egyptian cotton and rubber glued together, which 
were then manufactured by Short Brothers under an Admiralty contract. 
The other two bags were made with different fabrics for comparison; 
number 1 was made by the North British Rubber Company with its own 
material and number 17 was made by the Dunlop Rubber Company; both 
were donated to the Admiralty in the hope of gaining more airship work. 
Every bag had a valve at the top for venting gas; the design limit was for 
R1 to climb at up to 3,000 feet per minute venting gas at up to 4,800 cubic 
feet per minute to prevent the bags being ripped open by gas expansion as 
it did so. 

The outer cover also presented considerable challenges and had to cover 
an unprecedented 66,000 square feet while remaining as light as possible. 
Rainwater absorption had to be minimized, as did heat absorption 
from sunlight. Silk seemed ideal but was found to degrade badly when 
rubberized, and chemists found that a substance with the trade name 
‘Ioco’ offered the best way of waterproofing it without making it difficult 
to handle. It could not be sewn, however, and sheets of ‘Ioco’ed silk had 
to be glued together, a process that took both time and skill to perfect. 
The material intended for the bottom of the airship was dyed yellow to 
make it more visible and, at first, the material intended for the top was 
painted with aluminium dust to reflect the sun’s rays and prevent heat 
absorption. Unfortunately, this was found to weaken the silk as much as 
‘Ioco’ strengthened it and a further process had to be devised in which 
the fabric was dusted with aluminium powder after being ‘Ioco’ed. The 
area of outer skin aft of the engines was made of a fireproof material and 
the control surfaces were covered with two layers of Hart-processed silk 
stuck together in a procedure pioneered by Short brothers.

The control cars had to bear some of the airship’s weight while they 
rested on the water, acting in effect as small boats. They were made of 
Honduras mahogany and were built by Saunders Roe of Cowes in the 
Isle of Wight. The forward car contained the control bridge and both cars 
contained a single Wolseley engine with its radiator and control systems. 
The Wolseley Motor Company was, at that time, owned by Vickers. R1 
was originally to have carried 2,000 lb of petrol and 2,000 lb of water 
ballast but the design was recast in 1910 to use petrol for both purposes to 
give an extended endurance of up to 30 hours at full power. The control 
surfaces were based on those in submarines but Short Brothers’ box rudder 
design was adopted in 1911 after it was commented on favourably by the 
National Physical Laboratory. 

Once all the design problems had been overcome, construction from 
mid 1910 was straightforward. Frames were placed on a round wooden 
table and longitudinals added, on to which a second frame was fitted. The 
completed section was then carried to the shed and placed in the cradle 
where bracing wires were fitted and all frames joined together. Eventually 
the completed framework was suspended from the ceiling of the shed by 
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three-inch belly bands under alternate frames. It was raised into place by 
300 sailors and marines using block-and-tackle technology that would 
have been familiar to Sir Francis Drake’s seamen and in January 1911 the 
cradle was removed so that the keel could be installed together with the 
cars, fins and rudders. R1 was essentially complete.

David Hobbs
Member, SNR

At Sea in Commercial Sail with Family Aboard

When my grandfather, Captain John Isbester, was given his first command, 
the barque Centaur in 1886, he immediately began to plan for his wife to 
accompany him. From the start Susie was allowed to spend time with John 
while the ship was in a British port. Typically that would be for about 
two months a year discharging grain in Liverpool, say, and then loading 
coal in Cardiff before setting off for another ten month round trip to 
San Francisco. Susie, too, was eager to sail with John. She was a spirited, 
adventurous young woman in love with her husband and ready to accept 
her responsibilities and to enjoy the special treatment she received aboard 
ship as the captain’s wife.

In 1890, when they had been married for six years, the first opportunity 
for Susie to make a voyage occurred but managers Gracie Beasley, or their 
medical advisers, would not agree to their two children, aged two and one, 
accompanying her. Fortunately Susie’s elderly parents were available to 
babysit for a year, assisted by Susie’s adopted sister Dolly and her best 
friend Mary, which allowed Susie to embark for San Francisco by way of 
Cape Horn! 

In a letter written in mid Atlantic Susie enthuses about her experiences.

My own Dear Mother . . . We are now 21 days out and I am quite an 
experienced sailor. The first week was rather rough and I was in bed 
all the time – not at all sick while I lay still – and Jack so good to me, 
doctoring me up with wine and beef tea. The next week I was up most 
of the time and now am up every day and feel all right and able to eat 
all that’s going. I have got my sewing machine started up in the deck 
house and have got one pair of Jack’s drawers made. The weather is 
most gorgeous. Xmas Day was a holiday with all hands and so warm 
and I had on Maggie’s skirt and my white blouse. One man, a Dane, is 
very ill, a heavy cold evidently, but we are all hoping he will get better. 

The mate has turned out very nice and attentive to his work. The 
flying fish are thick here and they sometimes fly on board – little 
things just like sillocks – the mate had one fried to my breakfast the 
other day. I had a washing today of nine pocket handkerchiefs and 
I bet I had a better drying day than you. We have had every sail set 
now for over a week and sometimes a fine breeze, doing over 200 
miles a day. The only land we have sighted was San Antonia and it 
just looked like Foula in the distance. We have breakfast at 8 and I 
take porridge and sugar, dinner at ½ past 12 , tea at 5 and I get beef 
tea at 8 and then, if the night is fine we are on deck a while and then 
turn in. Jack is so good to me and it must make a great difference to 
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him my being here. I find the 
flannelette clothes nice and 
better for the heat than 
cotton, but I am going to turn 
Jack out of the bed till we get 
to colder climes. I find the 
organ a great companion and 
play on it often – sometimes 
nearly rolling off my seat. 
Ever your very, very loving 
bairn, Susie Isbester.

At the voyage end Susie was 
able to spend a couple of months 
with her children before returning 
without them in the Centaur to 
Frisco. Her plans were disrupted 
when news of her mother’s death 
reached Frisco and she had to 
spend the next month travelling 
home by rail via Chicago to New 
York, then by sea to Liverpool and 
finally home to Shetland.

For the next six years or so 
pregnancies and changes of ship 

were among reasons preventing further voyages for Susie but when 
John Isbester was appointed to the ship Dalgonar as commodore of the 
Australasian Line they began to plan again. In 1901 Susie joined the ship 
in Hamburg accompanied by her two youngest children, Eric aged five 
and Allan aged one. The two elder children, Kathleen (13) and Arthur (12) 
were boarded with family or friends to continue their education. From 
Hamburg the Dalgonar went briefly to Liverpool and then to Sydney 
New South Wales where she remained for eleven weeks. In Sydney the 
Linklater family, Shetland folk recently moved to Australia, were close 
friends. They had several daughters in their twenties who undertook 
some schooling of the young Isbesters in Sydney and also during the 
following voyage, in Newcastle. From Sydney, Dalgonar completed a 
circumnavigation of the globe, returning to Europe via Cape Horn. Allan, 
my father, first walked in Sydney’s Botanical Gardens – while at sea the 
ship had been too unsteady – and was able to claim associate membership 
of the Society of Cape Horners on the basis of rounding Cape Horn in sail 
as an infant. 

Back in Liverpool the family were reunited: the elder children joined for 
the next voyage, Liverpool – Sydney – Newcastle NSW – San Francisco and 
finally back to Liverpool in a round-the-world voyage taking seventeen 
months. The voyage was notable for the birth, in Newcastle, of John and 
Susie’s final child, Norman. Of the birth Susie wrote to a dear friend, ‘He 
came in a great hurry and there was no-one with me but the Minister’s wife 
and she nearly took a fit. I doubt if she has recovered yet.’ A condition 
imposed by the owners was that no women and no males aged less than 
15 should be listed in the ship’s Articles of Agreement. Consequently 

Dalgonar becalmed (Author’s collection)



Topmasts no. 33

10

the ship’s records made no mention of Norman’s birth which gave him a 
problem later in his life.

A nurse was recruited for the 70-day voyage from Newcastle to San 
Francisco to give Susie some support. Susie reports that ‘She has brightened 
the time up for the children and I will miss her sadly when she goes.’ It 
is interesting to reflect that when leaving Liverpool seven months before 
Norman’s birth Susie was probably well aware that she was pregnant but, 
clearly, she had no intention of letting that get in the way of a longed-for 
voyage with the whole family. It is unlikely that she told Gracie Beasley and 
Co. and we can only speculate as to whether she even told husband John.

Kathleen, like her siblings, had stayed aboard her father’s ships in 
British ports from time to time but making a voyage was a new experience. 
Almost 50 years later she wrote to the daughter of one of the apprentices 
from the Dalgonar, saying,

My father was very good to his boys and took a great interest in their 
future. Father had a class in seamanship every Sat morning which 
all the apprentices attended. He always had the steward make a big 
cake for the boy who had learnt his set piece best. Most of the boys 
were ready for their first exam when their time was up. I remember 
your father as a rather short, thickset man – very powerful. He 
had a very happy expression and a very jolly laugh. He was a most 
capable officer, very dependable, my father thought a lot of him. In 
Sydney the ship lay off the harbour for a long time & when we went 
ashore we went in the ship’s gig a long, narrow boat rowed by the 
apprentices. When we got alongside father said ‘Way enough’. All 
the oars were lifted out of the water and held vertically, then laid 
down and any boy who did not do that properly was told off.

The Isbester family (Author’s collection)
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She continued,

Your father had powerful arms. He always had his sleeves rolled up. 
One very bad night we lost a man overboard. Volunteers were called 
for to man the lifeboat. Your father was one of the first to volunteer. 
The boat was away over two hours but of course did not save the man. 
There is an old sailors’ superstition that if you are taking home a dead 
man’s effects that the ship is sure to have a man lost & that at midnight 
the two departed will fight over the chests with their effects – the 
apprentices dared me to go into the storeroom at midnight & touch 
the chests. I did – and found Sayle, an apprentice, was sitting on one 
chest – but instead of yelling as the boys expected I gave poor Sayle a 
hard smack! Sayle was always quiet and sleepy looking, and fat. 

We had a visit from Father Neptune – your father took part – I 
forget what he was. The men were all dressed up with long beards and 
hair. The barber had a huge razor and when the doctor had examined 
the victim and said he was able to be treated the patient was given a 
pill then lathered with soap, shaved then tipped into a bath of water. 
My brother went through it but I had footing, a bottle of rum for 
each watch. My brother Eric was a keen sailor. He was only five but 
could go right up the main rigging. He knew every rope. He used 
to walk up and down the bridge with his oilskin and souwester on 

and twice blew the whistle 
and called all hands on deck. 
Fortunately the men liked 
him so this was no trouble. 
Allan, the next one, always 
wanted to be a girl so the 
men made a wig for him and 
called him Mary. One of your 
father’s duties was to give out 
the daily tot of lime juice. I 
can picture him standing by 
the bucket seeing that each 
man took his tot. 

While in Newcastle, 
Australia our 3rd mate was 
hurt and had to be left in 
hospital. My father had a 
man from a training ship as 
3rd. He was just useless, did 
not know the ropes, etc. so 
in Frisco he was sacked and 
your father made 3rd. In the 
picture you have the other 
boys were dressed as they 
were likely doing boat duty. 
They were a nice lot of boys 
and all got on well together. 
We, the Captain’s family, 
had to keep to our end of the Joe Chandler with Allan (Author’s collection)
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ship. The apprentices had their half deck & we were right aft. My 
father always said it was not right to go to the men’s part as they must 
have freedom. Xmas Day all hands had a special dinner. The pig, 
usually called Dennis, was killed and all hands had pork and plum 
pudding. Then the men got up a concert and dance to which we were 
all asked. There was a tough old Irishman called Kennedy. When the 
Xmas rum came round a lot of the young men gave Kennedy their 
share, then got him to sing.’

My father Allan writes ‘I was a delicate baby – and the coloured 
steward Joe Chandler ‘took me under his wing’. I was really fond of 
him and would go with him anywhere. Mother said if he was allowed 
to take me ashore he’d always come back sober – if not he’d as often 
as not come back drunk. Mother said that coming back to the ship 
with Father she’d often be hailed by me from the top windows of a 
pub in the dock area of San Francisco!’

Eric summed up the family view on the time on the Dalgonar when, many 
years later, he wrote,

I spent three years aboard and coursed twice round the world before 
I was nine years old. We had many happy days on board her. I 
have never been sorry for the experience of life at sea in those now 
seemingly far off days.

Captain Jack Isbester
Author of Hard Down! Hard Down! The life and times of  

Captain John Isbester from Shetland

Two Incidents Involving Ghost Ships 
in the Second World War

For information: I am the author of the U-boat book ‘Hirschfeld’ published 
by Pen & Sword and USNIP in 1997, and I recently retranslated the 
two books ‘U-977’ and ‘Das Boot U-188’ for Greenhill Books. This was 
how I became aware that the incidents which I describe below should be 
attributed to the intervention of ghost ships.)

A ghost ship is a vessel with no living crew aboard. The Flying Dutchman 
of nautical folklore is an excellent example. The German Kriegsmarine 
appears to have encountered several well-documented ghost ships in a 
three-month period in mid-Atlantic as related here.

There can be no doubt that ghost ships exist in a sense, for sometimes 
they reappear on the anniversary of their sinking and at the spot where 
they went down. In the two cases which follow, for a purpose which can 
only be imagined, ghost ships were able to convince U-boat commanders 
to make torpedo attacks on them. Both incidents reported below have 
been described separately and at length in two books written by the ex-
Kriegsmarine personnel involved as eye-witnesses. Photocopies of the 
war diary entries for the two U-boats involved, U445 and U188, can be 
obtained from the specialist website in the bibliography below.
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Case 1
The Type VII submarine U445 commanded by Oberleutnant Fenn sailed 
from the Norwegian U-boat base at Markviken on 8 November 1942 and 
put into St Nazaire on 3 January 1943. The incident recounted here took 
place at German naval grid reference AJ 8863, a point due south of the tip 
of Greenland and east of the northern tip of Newfoundland.

At 20:30 hours on 24 December 1942 Oblt Fenn became aware of a 
‘corvette’ which appeared suddenly at a distance of 2,500 metres. Weather 
was misty with hail, sea rough. Fenn could hardly make out the corvette 
through the periscope and the hydrophone operator reported that the 
enemy warship was making no noise. U445 surfaced and the four-man 
bridge crew searched for the corvette but could not find it.

Suddenly, at 22:00 the war diary comes to life: ‘Alarm! Corvette in 
sight 1,000 metres, heading directly for us. No trace of radar. No Asdic. 
No propeller noise. We submerged. Corvette passed overhead then zig-
zagged. We surfaced.’

The first watch officer, Leutnant Heinz Schäffer, was first to the bridge. 
In his book, first published in 1950, he described seeing a warship which 
appeared to him to be a US Navy-type flush-deck destroyer with four 
stacks. She stood off 400 metres offering her full beam. Schäffer fired 
two torpedoes, the first missed and the second hit. The destroyer sank in 
less than a minute leaving no trace of wreckage or survivors. These two 
torpedoes had to be accounted for.

It seems likely that the U445 officers must have held a post-mortem 
on this incident in the wardroom resulting in Obleutnant Fenn’s decision 
not to make any entry in the War Diary. Therefore from 22:00 hours until 
midnight on Christmas Eve 1942, the U445 war diary has an over-large 
space left blank by Fenn. At St Nazaire he must have been told to leave it 
blank, for no Allied warship had been lost to enemy action at sea anywhere 
over the Christmas period 1942.

The strange fact cannot be overlooked that in the second incident, 
another US-built flush deck destroyer with four stacks was involved in a 
convoy battle against a single U-boat, and this time was sunk.

Case 2
The German naval grid square AJ 8863, where the U445 incident occurred, 
is close to AJ 9661 where the second mysterious incident occurred on 11 
April 1943. 

On 4 March 1943, U188 commanded by Obleutnant Lüdden sailed 
from Kiel on her maiden war patrol. One of her lookouts was Anton 
Staller, who later retold the story in the autobiographical account of his 
wartime service.

Convoy ON176, composed of 49 merchant ships and a number of 
naval escorts, had left Liverpool for New York. One of the escorts was 
a flush deck destroyer with four smoke stacks which had seen service as 
USS Branch before being transferred to the Royal Navy in 1940 under the 
Lease-Lend pact and renamed HMS Beverley.

On 9 April 1943 in rough North Atlantic seas, Beverley collided with the 
steamer Cairnvalona. The damage she sustained put her anti-submarine 
and degaussing gear out of action. Though ordered by the convoy 
commodore to make for Nova Scotia to repair, Lieutenant Commander 
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Athelstan Price decided to keep the relatively useless Beverley on station 
at the rear of the convoy.

Next day U188 found convoy ON 176 and shadowed it while waiting for 
a wolf pack to arrive. In the absence of news during that night, Obleutnant 
Lüdden decided to attack the convoy alone. At 05:42 hours on 11 April 
1943, in conditions of near calm and good visibility, he fired a fan of four 
torpedoes at a worthwhile target, ‘an extremely long tanker estimated at 
8,000 tons’. One torpedo supposedly hit and exploded astern, causing the 
empty tanker to disappear beneath the waves within 45 seconds. Nobody 
was seen on deck, no boat was lowered and no survivors were spotted in 
the almost calm waters.

Several naval historians, incredulous that an empty tanker could sink so 
quickly, have corrected the evidence of the war diary to read ‘forty-five 
minutes’, crediting the sinking to U188, not realizing that this had been 
‘the tanker that never was’.

The other three torpedoes of the fan kept running through the convoy 
and found a target at the rear. All three hit HMS Beverley which sank so 
quickly that only three of her complement could be found alive.

The section of the U188 war diary no doubt containing the reflections 
of Obleutnant Lüdden on the mysterious ‘tanker’ appear to have been 
censored or otherwise deleted. At 05:59 hours, lookout Anton Staller 
drew his attention to a ‘5,000-ton gigantic freighter with superstructure 
running its whole length’. U188 fired two torpedoes, both of which hit, 
the burning stern reared up and the freighter went down. No crew member 
aboard ship, or survivor in the placid sea, was ever seen.

Of the 49 merchant ships of convoy ON 176 which had left Liverpool, 
Lancastrian Prince was the only casualty, being sunk on 12 April 1943 by 
U404. The other 48 all sailed again in later convoys. Neither the ‘very long 
tanker’ nor the ‘gigantic freighter’ issued SOS messages on the distress 
frequency: the convoy rescue ship was not detailed to search for survivors, 
and the German B-Dienst wireless monitoring service never intercepted 
any signal from ON 176 regarding two ships torpedoed and sunk. U188 
was only given credit for sinking HMS Beverley since no other U-boat 
had attacked the convoy that day.

By immediate signal U188 had claimed two merchant ships from 
convoy ON 176 sunk, but no merchant ships of the convoy were sunk or 
even suffered damage on that day. As with U445 four months earlier, after 
the usual exhaustive enquiries at Uboat HQ, perusal of the logs and crew 
statements to ensure that the reports were genuine, the incidents were 
archived never to be mentioned again, for these two ghost ships ‘sunk’ did 
not count in the tonnage war. 

Sources The two eye-witness accounts may be found in Heinz Schäffer’s 
well-known book U-977 at chapter 8. Anton Staller’s account, withheld 
until after his death, appears in his book jointly authored with Klaus 
Willmann Das Boot U-188 (Rosenheimer Verlag, 2008), 91–3. The war 
diary pages for U-445 and U-188 for the relevant dates can be obtained on 
request from u-boatarchive.com. 

Geoffrey Brooks
Member, SNR

http://u-boatarchive.com/
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A Case to Improve the Authenticity of 
the Replica Artefacts of HMS ‘Victory’

Cartridge cases
Victory’s replica cartridge cases bear little resemblance to the only known 
surviving examples from the wreck of the 74-gun Invincible (1758).

The replicas appear to be fabricated using separate pieces of wood; 
Invincible’s are lathe-turned out of a single piece of poplar wood. Poplar 
was selected for its special property of dryness, absorbing any moisture – 
an important quality for keeping powder dry. These cartridge cases must 
have been highly valued since considerable trouble was taken to repair 
them. On the ‘lip’ reconstruction in figure 2, left, a white substance had 
been used as ‘glue’ before completing the repair by strengthening with 
two 45-mm-long brass staples. Figure 2 right shows a similar repair to 
another cartridge case base.

Figure 1 Left, replica cartridge case from HMS ‘Victory’ (Photograph courtesy John Bingeman), 
right, the 32-lb cartridge case from ‘Invincible’ (Photograph courtesy Peter Hales, drawing John 
Bingeman)

Figure 2 Left, 
lip repaired 
with two large 
brass staples, 
45 mm long 
(Inv/88/155), 
right, the base 
has been repaired 
with four smaller 
brass staples 
(Inv/88/196).
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The method of attaching a 
cartridge case lid to its main body 
was with a thin continuous 4-mm 
lanyard threaded through two small 
holes in the strengthening band 
drilled directly opposite each other, 
tied together after passing round the 
underside of the strengthening band. 
The rope lanyard was then passed 
up and down through two similar 
holes in the cartridge case lid. On the 
example shown in figure 3, there are 
four lanyard holes, the two original 
holes at 2 and 8 o’clock had broken 

through the rim and were replaced with new holes at 4 and 10 o’clock.
How were these cartridge cases carried? The thin 4-mm hemp lanyard 

was there to keep the case and lid together and would be too weak to be 
used as a carrying handle. The powder monkey would scamper from the 
hanging magazine below the waterline up ladders to the lower and upper 
gun decks. The obvious way to run is to hold the cartridge case next to 
one’s chest leaving the other arm free. Figure 4 shows seven cartridge cases 
from HMS Invincible after conservation; this illustrates the variations in 
size necessitating the importance that lids remain with their respective 
bodies.

John M. Bingeman
Vice-President, SNR

Figure 3 Lid of a cartridge case, showing holes for 
lanyards (Photograph and drawing courtesy John 
Bingeman)

Figure 4 Cartridge cases following completion of their conservation in 1989; the examples on the 
left demonstrate how these 32-pounder cases varied in size (Photograph courtesy John Bingeman).
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HMS ‘Victory’ Lettering
The recent article on lead aprons for HMS Victory by John M. Bingeman 
(Topmasts 32, November 2019, 15–16) is the spur to writing about the 
name painted on Victory’s upper counter. 

Readers will recall the small lettering enclosed in a round-ended 
cartouche that appeared on Victory’s counter and on countless models of 
her from at least the 1960s until the recent restoration work. It was more 
reminiscent of French practice than British.

I was surprised at the first iteration painted across her stern during the 
current restoration. Victory’s name was rendered in Perpetua, a refined 
typeface with pointed serifs (figure, 1 left). However, this was designed in 
the late 1920s by the artist and sculptor Eric Gill. It was definitely not from 
the period when names were painted on ships’ counters. Someone must 
have pointed this out, as the name has since been repainted. It now appears 
in a face resembling Clarendon (figure, 1 right): a distinctly Victorian 
design with squared-off bracketed serifs from 1845 by Thorowgood & 
Co. Chronologically speaking, at least it is a move in the right direction! 

The practice of painted lettering 12 inches high was formally instituted 
in 1771 and modified a year later to be ‘as large as the second counter will 
admit, without any compartment around them’.1 However, a model of the 
74-gun Ajax of 1767 shows her name, surrounded by nereids, on her upper 
counter.2 This must have been an informal practice well before 1771. Many 
contemporary paintings, draughts and ship models show a very distinctive 
style of lettering, often with a period (full stop) after the name. The letters 
are bold classic Roman capitals with pointed serifs. Each letter is sloped 
so as to echo the converging lines of the stern lights above. Unfortunately 
none of these characteristics have been captured by the restoration team. 
Such models as the coppered Bellona of 17603 and the painting of Brunswick 
at the Glorious First of June4 are excellent references. It is not too late to 
correct this anachronism if Victory is to appear as she did in the 1772 to 
1810 time period, after which this practice seems to have been discontinued.

David Antscherl
Member, SNR and Nautical Research Guild

1 Admiralty Orders 28 Jun., 1771 and 9 Sep. 1772, quoted in B. Lavery, The Ship of the Line, vol. 
2, 1997, 65.
2 National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, SLR 0311.
3 National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, SLR 0338.
4 National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, BHC 0471.

Figure 1 Left, lettering in the style of the typeface Perpetua, right, in the style of Clarendon ( Author’s collection)
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The Fenland Lighter Project
Last Years and Early Days: The demise of the Fenland Lighters 

and the emergence of the FLP

In an earlier FLP column (see Topmasts 23) the eclipse and eventual demise 
of the Fenland lighter type was described as a lengthy ‘rearguard action’ 
that lasted from mid-nineteenth century until shortly after the Second 
World War. This present column is intended to throw some further light 
upon the subsequent work of the FLP, and others, to ‘revive’ the regional 
history of the Fenland lighters.

This process led on to a wider awareness also, largely through the 
good offices of the Society for Nautical Research (SNR). Indeed, of all 
the individuals and institutions that have given valued co-operation to the 
FLP, it is the SNR which has consistently done the most to foster the work 
involved. To some extent, this fact illustrates the close links which long 
existed between seagoing traffic and the river traffic involving the Fenland 
lighters.

More than 30 years have passed since the FLP came into existence at an 
open regional meeting convened by Peterborough City Museum, at that 
time directed by Martin Howe. Officially, therefore, the FLP dates from 
1986. However, for some years previously a range of preliminary work 
had been undertaken at Peterborough, involving a number of publications. 
For such reasons, a measure of confusion has occurred at times as to just 
when the FLP was formed.

Since the 1980s changes have affected the roles and responsibilities of 
various bodies within local government. With that in mind, it should 
be noted that Cambridgeshire County Council gave the budding FLP 
important help. Thus, for example, the FLP came to be based at the 
Peterborough Educational Development Centre (PEDC), directed by 
Mike Osborne, who did a great deal to help matters along. A noteworthy 
advantage that stemmed from this PEDC arrangement was the ease with 
which a range of influential displays and day-schools could be presented. 
Some of these were particularly addressed to lecturers and school teachers.

Regarding the latter, various models came into use, including a very 
simple cardboard ‘gang of lighters’ capable of classroom production. 
Rough-and-ready, these cardboard models emphasized the basic concept 
of a ‘floating train’, together with an indication of the ingenious linking 

system involving chains, 
poles and ropes, as shown 
in the accompanying 
photograph. It should 
be pointed out here that 
the depiction of a sailing 
rig on the forelighter 
reflected Fenland lighter 
practice during the type’s 
heyday rather than in 
its declining years (see 
Mariner’s Mirror 79, 
155–69).A school’s model of a lighter gang (Courtesy FLP)
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In due course, Cambridgeshire 
County Council provided further 
help by publishing Along the Nene: 
Peterborough’s Waterway Traffic 
through the Centuries (1991). This 
paperback, notwithstanding its title, 
gave attention to other river-ports 
as well, e.g. Wisbech on the River 
Nene, and St Ives on the River Great 
Ouse. The book had an interesting 
gestation involving such varied 
bodies as the Peterborough Arts 
Council, the National Maritime 
Museum, and Peterborough Central 
Library. Richard Hillier, as local 
studies librarian at that time, played a 
notable role in getting the book into 
print. The approach adopted was that 
of a generously illustrated review 
of leading evidence, and the chief 
purpose was to provide the general 
reader with real understanding, and 
not just a recital of facts and figures.

The publication of Along the Nene, albeit against a backdrop of 
unexpected production problems, proved a significant milestone in the 
work of the FLP. Among other things, there was considerable BBC radio 
coverage, and a publisher’s leaflet was distributed in large numbers (see 
accompanying illustration). This same flyer featured a photograph of an 
unusually large gang of Fenland lighters assembled at Wisbech just prior 
to setting out for Stanground, now part of Greater Peterborough. This 
particular operation took place during the middle part of the interwar 
years, and the presence of three powerful towing-horses illustrates the fact 
that it occurred prior to the introduction of a specialized steam-tug by 
the Jackson firm involved (see Topmasts 16). The book is currently out of 
print but it remains readily available in many libraries within the region 
and further afield.

During the course of 2020 it is intended to use these Topmasts columns 
for the purposes already indicated. Thus, the May number will continue 
the series with some comment on the question of physical preservation, 
and also brief observations on the remains of Fenland lighters at the time 
when the FLP came onto the regional scene. Other Topmasts issues will 
deal with the role of radio and television in the development of the FLP 
over a long period. The work of Peter Waszak regarding lighter activity 
circa the second half of the nineteenth century will receive attention, as will 
the activities of the celebrated Vic Jackson, one of the very last operators 
of Fenland lighters. There will also be some mention of FLP interaction 
with the Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris University 3) regarding such matters as 
the use of Fenland lighters for the transportation of prisoners during the 
French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. 

H. J. K. Jenkins
Fellow, SNR

Publisher’s flyer for ‘Along the Nene’ (Courtesy FLP)
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SNR News
A Generous Legacy

The Society has recently received a very generous legacy of just over £26,000 
from the estate of Elizabeth Hoban who was the widow of a long-standing 
member, Patrick Hoban, who died in 2012. At the Council meeting in 
December it was decided that this very generous gift should be set aside 
and used to assist researchers with the publication of colour photographs 
or maps as it is becoming very expensive to acquire reproduction rights. 
Applications will be dealt with by the Research & Programmes Committee 
when they consider other research and conference grants at the beginning 
of each year.

SS Great Britain Trust CEO Embarks on New Endeavour 
as ICMM president

I am sure many members, especially those who attended last year’s joint 
conference at Brunel’s Great Britain will be pleased to see that Matthew 
Tanner is set to embark on a four-year term as president of the International 
Congress of Maritime Museums(ICMM), following on from Steve White, 
president of Mystic Seaport in Connecticut, USA. ICMM is one of 21 
International Council of Museums Affiliated Organisations.

ICMM represents around 120 member organizations, made up of 
institutions ranging from local nautical attractions through to national 
museums in every continent of the world.

 ‘Maritime museums are in their very nature international institutions, 
and in these challenging times, maritime museums reach across the oceans 
to help foster international friendship and collaboration,’ Tanner stated as 
his presidency was announced. ‘They celebrate the coming together of the 
world today and fostering an appreciation of our maritime past can only 
help with improving all our futures.’

Tanner’s predecessor, Steve White, said he was ‘honoured to pass 
the leadership responsibility for ICMM to Matthew Tanner, who has 
distinguished himself in the global museum community.’

HMS ‘Invincible’ 1744
The excavation of the first HMS Invincible, captured from the French in 
1747 and sunk off the coast of the Solent in 1758, by archaeologists and 
divers from Bournemouth University (BU) and the Marine Archaeology 
Sea Trust (MAST) has been completed. 

Following the discovery of the wreck by a fisherman, an emergency 
excavation was needed to recover the contents of this revolutionary 74-
gun ship warship before they were lost.

The team of experts, with support from the National Museum of the 
Royal Navy, recovered a number of important and historic finds that help 
bring understanding to life onboard an eighteenth-century Royal Navy 
warship.

During three years of excavation work, the team recovered significant 
finds such as swivel guns, a gun port lid, the main stay and even a mop head 
and bucket. Other finds include a clay pipe, a wig curler and a number of 
bottles – some with their contents still preserved.

https://icmmonline.org/
https://icmmonline.org/
https://icom.museum/en/network/committees-directory/?type=139
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The largest part of the project was to lift the cutwater – the frontmost 
part of the ship – weighing over 5.8 tonnes and over 9 metres in length. It 
still has its original hand-carved draft marks cut into it, showing how deep 
the ship sat in the water. Dan Pascoe, the site’s archaeologist, said,

It is probably the best-preserved eighteenth-century warship in the 
UK. It was full of stores, provisions, and equipment and so much of 
the ship survives on the seabed and we’ve recovered thousands of 
artefacts.

It is those artefacts that tell us about life on-board a warship 
during the Georgian period. You get such wonderful preservation 
on the wreck of the Invincible, and because so much of it survives, 
you find these artefacts in their original location on the ship and that 
tells you so much about life on-board.

The ship was rediscovered in 1979 by a local fisherman, and designated 
as an historic wreck in 1980. It became imperative to recover items from 
the ship when it was discovered that the bank the ship sits on was migrating 
away. Due to the work of the team, the excavation is now complete and 
Historic England has been able to remove the site from its Heritage at 
Risk Register.

Recovered items will go on display at the Historic Dockyard, Chatham 
form 18 July to 8 November 2020 before going on permanent display at 
the National Museum of the Royal Navy, in Portsmouth, in January 2021.

https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/news/2019-12-11/hms-invincible-
1744-excavated-bottom-solent

* See page 39 below for details of a lecture in London about the project to 
excavate the wreck of HMS Invincible.

Conference Reports
Report on the 2019 McMullen Naval History Symposium

The biennial McMullen Naval History Symposium is well known for 
being the largest regular gathering of naval historians in the world. The 
2019 symposium held at the US Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, 
on 19–20 September added further to that reputation with its largest 
recorded attendance, including 340 registered attendees, 480 midshipmen, 
and 29 current academy faculty members. All in all, there were 54 panels 
in six sessions, each with eight simultaneous meetings in different rooms 
of the academy’s Sampson and Mahan Halls. There were participants 
from 16 different countries, including large contingents from the United 
Kingdom and Germany, along with other participants from Europe, Asia, 
and the Americas. A significant number of scholars represented some key 
institutions: King’s College, London; the Center for Military History and 
Social Sciences of the Bundeswehr at Potsdam, Germany, and Texas A 
& M University as well as the US Navy’s Naval History and Heritage 
Command and the US Naval War College. 

The two-day symposium included a variety of events, of which the 
central highlight is always the Thursday evening plenary session. This year, 
instead of a lecture, the academy presented a panel discussion on ‘Chief 

https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/news/2019-12-11/hms-invincible-1744-excavated-bottom-solent
https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/news/2019-12-11/hms-invincible-1744-excavated-bottom-solent
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of Naval Operations (CNO) Leadership,’ chaired by Vice-Admiral Frank 
Pandolfe, USN (ret.). David Kohnen spoke on Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King 
as ‘second to none,’ David Rosenberg spoke on Admiral Arleigh Burke’s 
legacy, and Edward Marolda gave a reappraisal of Admiral Elmo Zumwalt. 
Former CNO Admiral Jonathan Greenert provided commentary at the 
end of the panel.

During the working sessions of the symposium, nearly every period 
of naval history had a panel discussion. Many of the papers touched on 
British and Commonwealth naval history. Among them, the 1805 Club 
sponsored two panels. The first was on ‘New Research on Old Favorite: 
Camperdown and Trafalgar’ with James Davey speaking on ‘Hero of 
Camperdown: Jack Crawford, Patriotism, and Representation of the 
Sailor.’ Evan Wilson spoke on ‘The Curious Career of Sir John Orde,’ and 
J. Ross Dancy speaking on ‘Orde, Nelson, and the Admiralty: Information 
Sharing and Seams of Command at Trafalgar.’ The second 1805 Club 
panel, chaired by Captain John A. Rodgaard, USN (ret.), focused on 
‘Yankees in Nelson’s Navy’ with papers by Sean Heuvel on Admiral ‘Sir 
John Wentworth Loring’, Harold E. Stark on ‘Sir Francis Laforey,’ and 
Chip Reid on ‘Nicholas Biddle’.

There were three additional panels devoted entirely to British Naval 
History. Professor John Beeler chaired a session on ‘The Royal Navy: War, 
Law, and Procurement, 1898–1939’ with Alan M. Anderson speaking on 
‘Opening the Door to the Laws of Naval Warfare: Great Britain’s decision 
to attend the 1899 Hague Conference,’ Matthew Seligmann presenting 
a paper on ‘Royal Navy Port Defence Policy 1904–6,’ and James Levy 
examining ‘A Mixed Blessing: The Return of the Fleet Air Arm to 
Admiralty Control, 1937–1939.’ Andrew Cox chaired a panel on ‘The 
Royal Navy in the Great War Era’ in which Thomas Shepard spoke on 
‘Battleship Division Nine’, Aderian Partain evaluated the Royal Navy’s 
Riverine Force in the Mesopotamia Campaign, and Timothy Moots talked 
about ‘The Jellicoe Empire Mission and Postwar Naval Policy 1919–21.’ 
This session also included a panel chaired by Tim Benbow on ‘Innovation 
and Adaptation in British Naval Aviation.’ Alex Howlett presented a 
paper on Naval Aviation and the Grand Fleet, David McMeekin spoke on 
the ‘Royal Navy’s route to Escort Carriers,’ and Nicholas Blackman on 
‘The Beginnings of Royal Navy Rotary Wing Aviation.’ During the final 
session, Jesse Tumblin chaired, and Matthew Seligmann commented, on a 
panel devoted to ‘Technology and Culture in British Naval Policy, 1869–
1960.’ This panel featured John Beeler’s presentation on ‘Divining Intent: 
Ship Design and Procurement in the Royal Navy, 1869–1885,’ Duncan 
Redford on ‘British Navalism and the Ari Threat, 1919–1939,’ and Tim 
Benbow on ‘The Demise of the Battleship in the Post-1945 Navy.’

Two panels dealt with Anglo-American naval history. Peter Swartz 
chaired the panel entitled ‘English-Speaking Naval Relations, 1940–1964.’ 
It featured Corbin Williamson speaking on ‘Admiral James Somerville and 
Anglo-American Relations 1940–46,’ Isabel Campbell on ‘How Reports of 
1946 Russian Submarine Movements influenced Canada’s Cold War,’ and 
Steven Paget speaking on ‘American and British Responses to the HMAS 
Voyager Tragedy.’ Gene Smith chaired a panel that dealt with French and 
British perceptions of the Anglo-American War of 1812. Samantha Cavell 
spoke of the effect of the war on the Royal Navy’s operations in 1812–13, 
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Kevin McCranie examined the Admiralty as the nerve centre of the British 
Navy during the war, while Kenneth Johnson focused on ‘Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s Naval Strategy in 1811–14.’

One full panel was devoted to ‘Canadian Naval Experience across Time.’ 
For this, Richard Gimblett examined the ‘Mainguy Report and Postwar 
Incidents,’ Jason Delaney took ‘A Closer look at the Opening Phase of 
the War on Terror,’ and Chris Perry examined ‘Shipboard Life in the 20th 
Century Canadian Navy.’

Several other papers touched on British naval history in the context of 
different themes. Within a panel on the health of seamen, Gerald Stulc 
spoke on ‘Reforms and the Rise in Status of British Naval Surgeons’ in 
the 1793–1815 period, while Manikarnika Dutta examined ‘The Health 
and Morale of European and American Seamen in Nineteenth-Century 
British India.’ In a panel devoted to naval social and cultural history, Kelsey 
Power discussed ‘Dress, Identity and Negotiation by English Prisoners of 
War during the Napoleonic Wars.’

Following the Symposium, the Naval Historical Foundation presented 
its Commodore Dudley W. Knox Award for Lifetime Achievement 
in Naval History. This year, the Foundation honoured Commander 
Tyron G. Martin, Norman Polmar, and David Curtis Skaggs Jr, for their 
distinguished contributions to the field of American naval history. 

Your correspondent regrets that he was unable to attend this year’s sym-
posium, but is grateful to Evan Wilson, Jeremiah Dancy, and Commander 
B. J. Armstrong for the information they supplied for this report.

John B. Hattendorf, FSNR
SNR Overseas Correspondent for the USA

Call for Papers
New Researchers in Maritime History Conference 2020

Chatham Historic Dockyard 27–28 March 2020

The British Commission for Maritime History (BCMH), in association 
with the Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust in Kent, England, invites 
contributions to its twenty-sixth conference for new researchers. For 400 
years the dockyard provided new ships and repair facilities for the Royal 
Navy, from sailing warships, steam warships to submarines. It is a wonderful 
location in which to hold this annual conference and provides a unique 
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opportunity for new scholars to present their work in a historic setting.
The conference, which is supported by the Society for Nautical Research, 

helps emerging scholars who wish to share their work in a supportive 
environment and build relations with other maritime historians. We 
encourage applications from postgraduate students and warmly encourage 
participation by independent scholars. Contributions can address all 
aspects of maritime history in its broadest sense. The deadline for proposals 
to the 2020 conference is 28 February 2020.

Download the BCMH New Researchers 2020 Call for Papers
Submit a proposal to the BCMH New Researchers 2020 Conference. 
Any queries should be sent to newresearchers@maritimehistory.co.uk
http://www.maritimehistory.org.uk/
To book go to https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/british-commission-

for-maritime-history-new-researchers-in-maritime-history-conference-
tickets-86511571439

Waterfronts at Work
Canadian Nautical Research Society-SCRN Conference 

and Annual General Meeting
Thursday, 13 August to Saturday, 15 August 2020, Lonsdale Quay 

Hotel, North Vancouver, British Columbia
Proposals for papers are now being accepted.

Any student enrolled at a university or college giving a presentation is 
eligible for consideration for the Gerald Panting Bursary, to help defray 
registration, accommodation, and transportation costs. The number and 
monetary value of any bursary given out will depend on the number of 
applicants.

Conference organizers will accept any maritime-related paper proposal 
on a Canadian, North American, or international topic, including (but not 
restricted to): shipping; ports and harbours; pilotage; dock and longshore 
work; rail and road bridges across waterways etc.

Full details at https://www.cnrs-scrn.org/admin/conferences_e.html 
A one-page proposal with the author’s name, affiliation and title, as well 

as contact information can be sent by 1 May 2020 to conf2020@cnrs-scrn.
org, or by regular mail to Chris Madsen, Department of Defence Studies, 
Canadian Forces College, 215 Yonge Blvd. Toronto, Ontario, M5M 3H9.

 ‘Australian Seascapes’
17th Biennial Conference of the Gesellschaft für Australienstudien/ 

Association for Australian Studies
1–3 October 2020, Trier University, 

The conference will discuss Australian seascapes in an interdisciplinary 
perspective, including (but not restricted to) contributions from the field 
of cultural studies (literature, performing arts, film, visual arts), history, 

http://www.maritimehistory.org.uk/wpd/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/BCMH-call-for-papers-2020.pdf
https://forms.gle/mJZTBtEfjjvuSFmw6
mailto:newresearchers@maritimehistory.co.uk
http://www.maritimehistory.org.uk/
https://www.cnrs-scrn.org/admin/conferences_e.html
mailto:conf2020@cnrs-scrn.org
mailto:conf2020@cnrs-scrn.org
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political science, anthropology, and geography.
Please send paper and panel proposals (20 minutes + 10 minutes 

discussion per paper) in English or German (200–300 words per paper) by 
31 March 2020. The organizers particularly encourage undergraduate and 
graduate students to submit proposals for work in progress presentations 
in the new format ‘Forthcoming’.

The conference will be hosted by Trier University and organized by PD 
Dr Eva Bischoff, Department of International History.

Contact: PD Dr. Eva Bischoff (australianseascapes2020@gmail.com) 
For full details go to: https://australienstudien.org/wp-content/

uploads/2019/11/CfP-Australian-Seascapes-1-3-Oct-2020.pdf

Conferences
Global Trade, Global Lives:

The maritime community since the nineteenth century
6–7 February 2020, National Maritime Museum Lecture Theatre
2019 marked 150 years since the launch of Cutty Sark. Over its long life, 
the ship has formed part of Britain’s vast merchant fleet, and later provided 
the setting for training new generations of mariners. Cutty Sark now 
stands as a memorial to the Merchant Navy and a national museum site, 
shaping how we understand maritime trade and the human experience of 
being at sea.

Built for the China tea trade, Cutty Sark would go on to trade in 
Australian wool before becoming a Portuguese general cargo carrier. More 
than 600 men from over 30 different nations served on the ship which 
would also visit nearly every major port in the world.

Today, as the sole surviving extreme clipper ship on the globe, it is a 
representative of international trade, maritime communities, the merchant 
marine in the age of sail as well as the subject of innumerable cultural 
interpretations and much more beyond.

This conference will take the opportunity offered by Cutty Sark’s 150th 
anniversary to provide a forum for interdisciplinary research and new 
perspectives on the merchant marine and maritime communities from the 
nineteenth century to the present day.

More details, including cost and booking at https://www.rmg.co.uk/
see-do/exhibitions-events/cutty-sark-150-anniversary-conference

The Maritime Archaeology Graduate Symposium 
(MAGS), Oxford

22–23 February 2020, Worcester College, University of Oxford,
Organizers: University of Oxford, Oxford Centre for Maritime 
Archaeology and University of Southampton, Centre for Maritime 
Archaeology

As the field of maritime archaeology continues to mature into a respected 
subdiscipline, advances and developments are occurring at an ever-more-
rapid pace, the University of Southampton and the University of Oxford 
have come together to organise the MAGS 2020 in its third year.

The Maritime Archaeology Graduate Symposium (MAGS) will allow the 
next generation of researchers in the field to gather in Oxford to share their 

file:///Users/Paula/Documents/*Palindrome/*Topmasts/Topmasts%2033/%20https://australienstudien.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CfP-Australian-Seascapes-1-3-Oct-2020.pdf
file:///Users/Paula/Documents/*Palindrome/*Topmasts/Topmasts%2033/%20https://australienstudien.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CfP-Australian-Seascapes-1-3-Oct-2020.pdf
http://cma.soton.ac.uk/
http://projects.arch.ox.ac.uk/ocma.html
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research, engage with like-minded scholars, and foster interdisciplinary 
co -operation. From masters’ students to post-doctoral academics, we 
encourage all early career researchers of maritime archaeology and related 
sub disciplines to attend, either as audience members or presenters of papers.

Details at: https://generic.wordpress.soton.ac.uk/mags/ 

International Postgraduate 
Port and Maritime History Conference

Cultra Manor, Ulster Folk and Transport Museum, Belfast
27–28 February
Studying the history of port cities and their relationship to maritime 
endeavour and enterprise is a diverse and interdisciplinary practice, which 
draws on research methods from literary studies, sociology, anthropology 
and archaeology, and brings together aspects of social, economic and 
cultural history. 

The aim of this two-day conference is to bring together postgraduates 
and early career researchers of any discipline whose research includes parts 
of port and maritime studies, with a historical focus. We hope that this 
event will encourage postgraduate students to become part of the vibrant 
research community brought together by the International Postgraduate 
Port and Maritime Studies Network. 
Email: ippmsn@outlook.com Website: https://ippmsn.wordpress.com/
https://globalmaritimehistory.com/cfp-international-postgraduate-port-and-
maritime-history-conference/

The Asia-Pacific Regional Conference on Underwater 
Cultural Heritage

The Bureau of Cultural Heritage, National Taiwan Ocean 
University, and the National Museum of Marine Science & 

Technology
23–27 March 2020 
The Maritime Cultural Landscape of the Austronesian Diaspora
The Asia-Pacific Conference on Underwater Cultural Heritage (APConf) 
aims to address management and protection strategies of underwater 
cultural heritage in Asia and the countries of the Indian and Pacific Oceans 
in the twenty-first century, facilitate regional co-operation through the 
development of academic, non-governmental organisations (NGO) and 
governmental networks in the Asia-Pacific region, and provide a forum 
for discussion of technical and ethical issues related to underwater cultural 
heritage and underwater archaeology.

A wide range of people involved with underwater cultural heritage 
are encouraged to attend including those from universities, government 
agencies, museums, NGOs, IGOs, the private sector and the community. 
This conference follows the successes of the Inaugural Asian Academy for 
Heritage Management Asia-Pacific Regional Conference hosted by the 
National Museum of the Philippines in November of 2011, the 2nd Regional 
Conference hosted by the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation and 
the University of Hawaii Marine Option Program, and the 3rd Regional 
Conference hosted by the Hong Kong Maritime Museum. 

More background on the subthemes and session proposals can be found 
here: https://www.apconf.org 

https://generic.wordpress.soton.ac.uk/mags/
mailto:ippmsn@outlook.com
https://ippmsn.wordpress.com/
https://globalmaritimehistory.com/cfp-international-postgraduate-port-and-maritime-history-conference/
https://globalmaritimehistory.com/cfp-international-postgraduate-port-and-maritime-history-conference/
https://www.apconf.org
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Global Maritime History Second Digital Conference
Maritime Languages

April 2020
Whether through signals and semaphore or the particular terminologies 
of ship-board life, maritime communities have developed their own ways 
of communicating. Understanding or lack thereof, of these ‘maritime 
languages’ could set communities apart or bring them together. This 
conference seeks to explore maritime languages in all their multiplicity.

This conference is designed to be interdisciplinary/multidisciplinary, 
global, and span all of history. More details at: http://globalmaritimehistory.
com/cfp-maritime-languages-digital-conference/

Maritime History North Spring Conference
The Merchant Navy and The Royal Navy: 

Brothers (and Sisters) in Arms
Wednesday 1 April 2020, South Shields Marine College
The programme has yet to be finalised but will consider the history of both 
the Merchant Navy and the Royal Navy and will seek to understand the 
linkages and interdependence between them. It is planned to follow the 
development of both institutions, each critical to the wealth and health of 
our island nation, from the early days of Henry VIII through to modern 
history, examining the role of the Royal Navy in the protection of trade 
in parallel with developments of safety standards both at sea and on board 
ships over the centuries.

Maritime History North is delighted to be hosting this conference in 
conjunction with Trinity House Northern Regional Charity Committee 
and with the support of Simon Ashton, the Deputy Principal of South 
Shields Marine School.

Contact Alison A. Telfer RD, Treasurer and Membership Secretary, 
Maritime History North treasurer.mhn@gmail.com

Where Empires Collide:
Dockyards and Naval Bases in and Around the Indian Ocean

Naval Dockyards Society Annual Conference
Saturday 4 April 2020, National Maritime Museum, Greenwich
This one-day conference will examine the role and scope of naval bases 
and naval support facilities in and around the Indian Ocean. 

Were bases built to defend colonies, control colonies, or to attack the 
enemy? Were they to suppress local forces, engage companies threatening 
the British East India Company or as adjuncts to European struggles? How 
useful were they to their founding countries in the 17th–20th centuries? 
How has their heritage developed?

Speakers will include: 
Philip MacDougall In Support of Napoleon’s Great Adventure: The 

navy of Tipu Sultan, its design, construction and purpose 
Karim Malak The Anglo-Egyptian Naval Encounter: A new history of 

Egypt and Britain
Patricia O’Sullivan Out of the Shadows: The police force of Hong 

Kong’s Royal Naval Dockyard
Amit Gupta Indian Naval Shipbuilding and Bases: The impact of 

heritage and being a successor state

http://www.globalmaritimehistory.com/
http://globalmaritimehistory.com/cfp-maritime-languages-digital-conference/
http://globalmaritimehistory.com/cfp-maritime-languages-digital-conference/
mailto:treasurer.mhn@gmail.com
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David Erickson The Contribution of Simon’s Town to Diplomatic and 
Naval Affairs, 1795–1957

Erik Odegard Dutch, French and British planners and Trincomalee 
Naval Dockyard

Richard Holme Trincomalee in the Twentieth Century: The use of 
floating docks in the Indian Ocean 

Robert Ivermee The Hooghly River and the Limits of Colonial Power: 
European dockyards and naval bases in Bengal

Benjamin Jennings ‘The Richest and Most Fruitful Island in the 
World’: The allure of Madagascar and French ambition at Fort 
Dauphin 1643–1674 

For details of the programme and registration form go to: https://
navaldockyardssociety.files.wordpress.com/2020/01/nds-conference-
2020-flyer.pdf 
Enquiries Dr Ann Coats avcoatsndschair@gmail.com 

The 8th International Conference on Maritime Transport 
2020 (MT20)

The Department of Nautical Science and Engineering of the 
Nautical Faculty, with the Polytechnic University of Catalonia, 

Barcelona
25–26 June 2020
The sessions, in English as official language, 
will be devoted to examine the progress 
and technological innovations on maritime 
activities and transport by professionals, 
scientists, researchers and all people involved 
in shipping, maritime transport and training 
from any country. The suggested topics are: 
Ports, Shipping Business, Environment, and 
Human Element.

Further information can be obtained at the 
following addresses:
https://mtconference.upc.edu/en
https://mtconference.upc.edu/en/call-for-
abstracts
https://dcen.upc.edu/en
mt@cen.upc.edu

Old and New Uses of the Oceans
8th IMHA International Congress of Maritime History

30 June–3 July 2020, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of 
Porto, Portugal, 

The 8th IMHA International Congress of Maritime History is promoted 
by IMHA – International Maritime History Association, and will be 
hosted in Porto (Portugal) by CITCEM –U. PORTO. 

The main theme will be ‘Old and New Uses of the Oceans’, and the 
aim is to investigate the many aspects of the relationship between humans 
and the oceans. We sail the surface of the oceans, harvest their resources, 

https://navaldockyardssociety.files.wordpress.com/2020/01/nds-conference-2020-flyer.pdf
https://navaldockyardssociety.files.wordpress.com/2020/01/nds-conference-2020-flyer.pdf
https://navaldockyardssociety.files.wordpress.com/2020/01/nds-conference-2020-flyer.pdf
mailto:avcoatsndschair@gmail.com
https://mtconference.upc.edu/en
https://mtconference.upc.edu/en/call-for-abstracts
https://mtconference.upc.edu/en/call-for-abstracts
https://dcen.upc.edu/en
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and exploit the minerals on and under the ocean floor. The oceans are also 
used as inspiration, for literature and other forms of art, and they shape 
relations among humans – both distant and close ones.

As with previous congresses, ICMH8 adopts a broad concept of 
maritime history, treating it as an interdisciplinary field that covers all 
historical periods and areas and all aspects of humankind’s relationship 
with the sea. 

For full details go to: https://imha2020.com 

Society and Sea 2020
The Values of the Ocean and Coasts for Sustainable Development

9–11 September 2020, Greenwich Maritime Centre
The Greenwich Maritime Centre (GMC) in partnership with National 
Maritime and Royal Museums Greenwich and supported by the Marine 
Social Network, Thames Estuary Partnership and the Coastal Partnership 
Network is pleased to announce its third biennial conference. The ocean 
is in crisis and solutions to the many challenges require collaboration and 
contribution from science, industry, governments and communities. This 
conference will bring together a diverse international audience to explore 
the importance of the ocean and how to achieve ocean sustainability. 

More information will be posted in due course at: http://www.gre.
ac.uk/society-and-the-sea 

Exhibitions
A Journey Through Time

To 30 March, National Maritime Museum Cornwall
Porthleven is a fishing village on the west coast of the Lizard Peninsula in 
Cornwall and takes centre stage in the museum’s latest exhibition curated 
by the local community.

This unique exhibition celebrates the history and stories of several 
prominent families who have shaped the town. Told from the perspective 
of the local community, it explores their lives embedded in the history 
of the area. Showcasing a number of historic objects, photographs and 
film footage from the town, the exhibition reveals fascinating and intimate 
stories spanning over 200 years.

The museum is delighted to have been able to work so closely with a 
local community to help them tell their stories.

Monsters of the Deep
From 20 March
Take a deep breath and plunge down to the dark murky depths of the 
ocean and discover the monsters that lurk beneath. Are there krakens with 
tentacles two miles long and giant sharks as big as skyscrapers?

Explore the centuries-old myths and legends, when chance sightings 
and odd appearances led to tall tales of deep sea creatures. Learn how, 
even today, these stories continue to capture imaginations, fuelled by fake 
news and conspiracy theories.

Become a nineteenth-century pioneer scientist aboard HMS Challenger 
and advance our understanding of the sea. Handle real objects, try out the 

https://imha2020.com
http://www.gre.ac.uk/society-and-the-sea
http://www.gre.ac.uk/society-and-the-sea
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microscopes and understand what it felt like to be an explorer aboard a 
floating laboratory.

Progress to the modern day and discover how today’s scientists explore 
the seas aboard submersibles, going deeper and further into uncharted 
waters. Get lost amongst specially selected specimens, the real monsters 
of the deep – more beautiful and fantastical than any of us could have 
imagined.

Scottish Maritime Museum, Dumbarton
Window on the Clyde: Family photos of the river’s golden age

To Sunday 17 May 2020, The Scottish Maritime Museum Dumbarton
This exhibition showcases pleasure cruisers and their history through the 
photographs and story of one family. Through the window of his Dunoon 
home amateur photographer Robert Paterson captured a bygone era of 
the Clyde. Using his extraordinary photograph collection the Scottish 
Maritime Museum looks back at the pleasure, innovation, and tragedy that 
took place on these waters. Join us as we open a window onto the world 
of Clyde-built ships.

This immersive photography exhibition tells the story of the Clyde 
during the period of the late 1800s to the end of World War II. Three 
generations of the Paterson family contributed to the Paterson Photography 
Collection, a 60,000 strong collection of photographs, slides and negatives. 
Along with photographs, objects tell the story of the River Clyde through 
the life and times of Paterson family.

https://www.scottishmaritimemuseum.org/exhibitions/window-on-
the-clyde-family-photos-of-the-rivers-golden-age/ 

Merseyside Maritime Museum
New Gallery Opening Spring 2020: Life on Board

The stunning new Life on Board gallery will open in Spring 2020. Exploring 
the moving and fascinating stories of Liverpool’s seafarers and passengers, 
the Life on Board gallery highlights the stories of the merchant sailors 
who drove the city’s prosperity, as well as tales of the people who sailed 
aboard leisure liners. Uncover the dangers, joys, cultures and community 
at the heart of seafaring, from the 1700s to the present day and find out 
more about ship passengers and crews, and the lives they led on board.

The new gallery will also include the fascinating Archive Centre, 
featuring National Museums Liverpool’s vast collection of maritime and 
slavery records.

Events
Chatham Historic Dockyard

Photography Workshops
Saturday 15 February Architecture
Saturday 7 March Vintage Portraiture
Sunday 19 April Maritime Themed Portraiture
As an 80-acre site with over 40 scheduled listed monuments and buildings, 
the Historic Dockyard Chatham is packed full of striking architecture 
inside and out.

https://www.scottishmaritimemuseum.org/exhibitions/window-on-the-clyde-family-photos-of-the-rivers-golden-age/
https://www.scottishmaritimemuseum.org/exhibitions/window-on-the-clyde-family-photos-of-the-rivers-golden-age/
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/visit/floor-plan/life-on-board/
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/archive/index.aspx
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This is an exclusive, first-time, opportunity to go behind the scenes and 
get under the skin of the dockyard’s historic architecture on a special guided 
photography experience. Led by experienced local photographer Louise 
Hubbard, you’ll learn how to capture the best architectural photographs 
with subjects ranging from Victorian buildings to Historic Warships. The 
portraiture days include models dressed in appropriate costumes.

All levels of experience and knowledge of photography are welcomed 
and so is any type of camera – be it a top-of-the-range DSLR or a phone.

Please note this workshop is for over 18s only and some of the locations 
are only accessible by stairs.

Spaces are limited and we advise early booking to avoid disappointment.
https://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/ 

Discover the London: Southend’s Time Capsule
7 March 10:00–17:00, The Forum, Elmer Square, Elmer Ave, Southend-

on-Sea, Essex, ss1 1ne
A day of interesting talks and family friendly interactive activities linked 
to the amazing historic shipwreck of the London. Discover the hidden 
gem of Southend and uncover the fascinating history of the ship straight 
from the archaeologists and historians who are studying her. 

On 7 March 1665 the London was fully laden with supplies in prepar-
ation for battle in the Second Anglo-Dutch War, and as families climbed 
aboard and waved goodbye to their loved ones, she suddenly and tragically 
exploded. Today, over 350 years later, she lies sunk on the edge of the Thames 
Estuary, and on 7 March 2020 we will be celebrating her story and inviting 
the people of Southend to get hands-on with their history and heritage. 

The morning session will cover the history of the London, including 
the career of Oliver Cromwell, the building of the London and Pepys 
reaction to London’s sinking. In the afternoon there will be an account of 
the archaeology of the London, including diving on the wreck, English 
Heritage’s engagement with the project and the future of the London.

While entrance to the event is free, the organisers are requesting a 
minimum of £1.00 donation for each of the talks during the day.

Full details of the programme and the speakers, and booking 
arrangements can be found at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/discover-
the-london-southends-time-capsule-tickets-88642446945 

Russian Arctic Convoy Project
A memorial marking the 75th anniversary of the end of the Russian 

Arctic Convoys and World War II
Saturday 16 May 11:00–13:00, Inverasdale by the shores of Loch Ewe, 

Water Ross, Inverasdale, iv22 2lp
Join us on this momentous occasion to remember the heroism, courage 
and sacrifice of our brave sailors.

During World War II our brave Royal Navy and Merchant Mariners 
served on the Russian Arctic convoys sailing from Loch Ewe in Scotland 
to the Arctic ports of Murmansk and Archangel in northern Russia. They 
provided Russia with much-needed materials and armaments to help them 
continue the fight against the Germans on the Eastern Front, providing 
the Allies with the opportunity to launch D-Day.

If the terrible seas and ice were not threatening the convoys, it was the 

https://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/
https://www.theforumsouthend.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/discover-the-london-southends-time-capsule-tickets-88642446945
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/discover-the-london-southends-time-capsule-tickets-88642446945
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constant attacks from German aircraft and submarines that were. In total, 
104 Allied merchant ships were sunk with the Arctic convoys, along with 
18 warships; 829 merchant mariners and 1,944 navy personnel were killed 
aboard them. Russia lost 30 merchant ships and an unknown number of 
personnel.
Special guest: Our special guest will be Celia Sandys, granddaughter 
of Sir Winston Churchill. She will be joined by Ambassadors, High 
Commissioners and Consuls representing those nations whose nationals 
served on the Russian Arctic convoys together with representatives from 
our own armed forces.

www.racmp.co.uk and https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/75th-
anniversary-of-russian-arctic-convoys-registration-89556946237 

42nd Annual World Ship Society Naval Meeting
6 June 2020 10:30–17:00 Bristol Commonwealth Society,  

14 Whiteladies Road, Clifton, Bristol bs8 1pd
Programme
D. K. Brown Lecture: Dr Ian Buxton The Stanley Goodall Diaries: 

Director of Naval Construction 1936–1944
Mark Brady The Art of Claus Bergen and the Revival of German 

Naval Power between the Wars
Professor Andrew Lambert, Kings College, London Late Victorian 

Ship Design as a Symbol of Power: The development of the iconography 
of ships of the ironclad/pre-Dreadnought era

Andrew Choong, National Maritime Museum British pre-
Dreadnoughts of the Sir William White era 1890–1908

Dr Richard Osborne Operation Ration: From impotence to triumph, the 
Indian Navy 1965–1971

Entrance fee £15 or £25 with buffet lunch.
Full details are available from Dr R. H. Osborne, 11 Beechwood Road, 
Nailsea, Bristol bs48 2af 
Tel. 01275 852183; drosborne@blueyonder.co.uk 

The Royal Navy International Air Day
11 July 2020, RNAS Yeovilton
RNAS Yeovilton, the spiritual home of the Royal Navy’s Fleet Air Arm, 
will open their gates to 40,000 visitors to enjoy the spectacular five hour 
flying display. The focus will very much be on saluting the past, showcasing 
the present while offering a glimpse into the future of Maritime Aviation 
Capability along with the capabilities of our sister services the Army and 
Royal Air Force, as core themes.

With 2020 being the 75th anniversary year of VE and VJ Days, 
RNIAD will be a marvellous opportunity for nations to come together 
in commemoration of the end of the Second World War, reinforcing that 
international cooperation continues to be vital to us all.

There will be a huge array of educational ground attractions from 
interactive Service displays to engineering fairs and state-of-the-art defence 
technology exhibitions. Families will also be able to enjoy trade stalls, 
arena displays, helicopter pleasure flights, simulators and fairground rides.

Tickets available from http://www.store.yeoviltonairday.co.uk 

http://www.racmp.co.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/75th-anniversary-of-russian-arctic-convoys-registration-89556946237
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/75th-anniversary-of-russian-arctic-convoys-registration-89556946237
mailto:drosborne@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.store.yeoviltonairday.co.uk
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Lectures
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich

Caird Library Research Seminars

A series of free seminars convened by the Research and Information 
Department at Royal Museums Greenwich. Seminars are on Mondays at 
15.30, and last one hour. Seminars will take place in the Caird Library and 
the Lecture Theatre. Please note the location for each date.

Seminars are free and there is no need to book. Members of the museum, 
adult learners, independent researchers, academic and university students 
and members of the public are welcome to attend. 

Convenor: Lizelle de Jager 020 8312 6716

3 February (Caird Library) A building of one’s own: displaying the 
Meridian Building of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich since the 
1960s Daniel Belteki University of Kent
The Meridian Building of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich has 
undergone major structural changes since its origin in 1675. Combined 
with the frequently changing functions of its rooms, the building poses 
challenges on how to present its history to visitors. The talk examines 
the changing displays of the building and how curators have exhibited 
the building’s history since the 1960s.

2 March (Lecture Theatre) ‘His Majesty’s Negroes’: Freedom, 
slavery and the Royal Navy in Jamaica, 1785–1834 Aaron Graham 
University of Oxford
Britain abolished the slave trade in 1807, but until the end of slavery 
in 1834 the warships that fought the French in the Caribbean and 
suppressed the slave trade were maintained by slaves at the Royal Navy’s 
dockyards in Jamaica, owned by the Crown and known as the ‘King’s 
Negroes’. Freedom therefore relied on the slavery of others. Based on 
records in the National Maritime Museum and elsewhere which have 
never been studied before, this talk will explore the experiences of these 
slaves in Jamaica, where they came from, how they lived and died, and 
how we might rethink histories of slavery, freedom and empire.

6 April (Lecture Theatre) Unserviceable, Being Insane: Tolerance and 
stigma in the British Royal Navy 1740–1820 Catherine Beck School of 
Advanced Studies, University of London and Caird Short-term Fellow
Medical understanding of the causes of mental disturbance supported 
an idea in the eighteenth-century navy that madness was an expected 
risk of sea-service. Seamen were treated aboard ship, and in hospitals 
and sick quarters ashore for conditions ranging from ‘nervous affliction’ 
to ‘lunacy’. Many returned to active service but others were judged to 
be ‘unserviceable’, beyond the benefit of hospital care or otherwise 
‘unfit’. Dr Beck explores how cultures of tolerance and stigma existed 
alongside each other in the eighteenth-century navy and the intimate 
connection of the hazardous ocean environment with the experience 
and understanding of mental disorder.
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29 April (Lecture Theatre) Lieutenant Riou saves the HMS ‘Guardian’: 
Navigating the high seas in 1789 Margaret Schotte York University, 
Toronto, Canada
At the close of the eighteenth century, a young British naval officer 
was put in charge of HMS Guardian, a vessel bound for Australia 
laden with provisions, livestock, and convicts. On the voyage south, 
the ship struck an iceberg. Historian Dr Margaret E. Schotte will relate 
the dramatic tale of how Captain Edward Riou managed to keep his 
damaged vessel afloat for two long months, thanks largely to lessons he 
learned as a keen student.
As a teenager Riou sailed with Captain Cook and spent time patrolling 
the Grand Banks. Thanks to his manuscripts and journals, which have 
been preserved in England and Australia, Dr Schotte has been able to 
recover details about how Riou accomplished this remarkable feat. His 
story in turn helps us understand the technical and mathematical skills 
that underpinned each transoceanic voyage centuries ago.
This episode is the capstone of Schotte’s new book, Sailing School: 
Navigating science and skill, 1550–1800 (Johns Hopkins, 2019). In this 
richly illustrated comparative study of more than two hundred years of 
navigational history, Schotte deftly investigates how mariners solved 
the challenges of navigating beyond sight of land. The tale of Captain 
Riou and the Guardian will captivate audiences interested in the history 
of exploration, technical training, and narrow escapes from open-water 
wrecks.

11 May (Lecture Theatre) Luxury Scrap Iron: The surrender and scuttling 
of Imperial Germany’s High Seas Fleet Andrew Choong Han-Lin 
Curator, Historic Photographs and Ships Plans
The surrender of the German High Seas Fleet in November 1918 and 
its subsequent destruction at the hands of its own crews seven months 
later had a lasting impact on Scapa Flow. Despite the successful salvage 
efforts, which left only seven of the 50 ships originally scuttled on the 
bottom of the Flow today, the wrecks continue to exert an important 
influence on the culture, environment and economy of the Orkney 
Islands. This talk aims to set the historical scene by revisiting the 
momentous events from late 1918 to the summer of 1919 from both 
British and German perspectives. It will assess Germany’s strategic 
position in the autumn of 1918 and examine the dwindling options 
that culminated in the desperate plan to launch a final offensive with 
the High Seas Fleet, thus sparking off the celebrated naval mutinies 
which ultimately led to the fall of the Kaiser’s government. Analysis 
of the complex and tense negotiations concerning the fate of the High 
Seas Fleet and its well-publicised surrender will follow, as will a look 
at the internment period in terms of the experiences of Orcadians and 
British and German naval personnel. The final part will deal with the 
development of the German plan to scuttle their fleet, a brief overview 
of the events of 21 June and the subsequent military and diplomatic 
‘fallout’. The talk will then conclude with a summary of the situation 
in late 1919, some years prior to the beginning of private salvage of the 
wrecks.
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British Commission for Maritime History
King’s Maritime History Seminars, 2019–20

6 February Pushing Water, ML 286 and the significance of Motor 
Launches in the First World War Antony Firth Director of Fjordr

20 February The life expectancy of Zheng He’s Treasure Ships in the 
Fifteenth Century Mark Hoskin SOAS

5 March British Warship Building 1850–2010: An analysis Ian Buxton 
University of Newcastle

19 March The Myth of the First World War Blockade: The Truth of its 
Real Dynamics Eric Grove International Institute of Strategic Studies

23 April Facing Unlimited War: British Strategic Evolution and 
Cultural Transformation, 1796–1798 Rachel Blackman King’s College 
London

7 May The Jellicoe Empire Mission and Post-War Naval Policy, 1919-
1921 Timothy Moots King’s College London

21 May Sex and Drink and Rock and Roll: The Sea Shanty in its 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Context Roy Fenton ‘Ships in Focus’

*Seminars take place on Thursdays from 17:15–18:30, in room K6.07, 
Department of War Studies, KCL, Strand, wc2r 2ls (6th Floor, King’s 
Building). Attendance is free and open to all, but to ensure entry you must 
register in advance via the War Studies events page, which can be found 
here: https://www.kcl.ac.uk/warstudies/about/events (or by googling 
‘war studies events kcl’). Locate and click on the specific seminar to find 
the registration link.

This seminar series is hosted by the ‘Laughton Naval History Unit’ of 
the ‘Sir Michael Howard Centre for the History of War’ in the Department 
of War Studies, King’s College London. It is organized by the British 
Commission for Maritime History (www.maritimehistory.org.uk) in 
association with the Society for Nautical Research (https://snr.org.uk/).

For further information about the King’s Maritime History Seminar, 
contact Dr Alan James (alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk).

Maritime History & Culture Seminar Series at the IHR
18 February The Many Faces of Tudor England: Diversity aboard the 

‘Mary Rose’ Alex Hildred Mary Rose Trust
Sometime in the late afternoon of 19 July 1545, the Mary Rose, one of 
Henry VIII’s largest ships, sank in the Solent. As the king watched from 
his encampment, he could not have realised that this catastrophe would 
provide future generations with an unparalleled insight into his life and 
times.

The ill-fated ship represents both a living community and a state-of-
the-art fighting machine, fully manned and equipped for war. To date, 
no marine excavation has attained the scale of the Mary Rose project, 
nor captured the imagination of the public so completely. Tragically 
lost, miraculously preserved, painstakingly excavated and meticulously 
conserved, its historical treasures provide a unique and vivid impression 
of life at sea in the 1500s.

In this free talk, Dr Alex Hildred (Mary Rose Trust) will challenge long-
held perceptions regarding diversity in Tudor England. The remains of 
185 soldiers, 200 mariners, 30 gunners, officers and their servants were 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/warstudies/about/events
http://www.maritimehistory.org.uk
https://snr.org.uk/
mailto:alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk
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found aboard the Mary Rose, along with 19,000 artefacts. Drawing on 
scientific, genetic and genealogical work, she will reveal the origins of this 
fascinating group of Tudor individuals.

17 March Oral History and Museums: Challenges and opportunities 
Panel Discussion

Oral histories offer a unique insight into the past and deserve a place in 
every major museum collection. They provide an invaluable opportunity 
for researchers and visitors to learn about historic events from those who 
were present, in their own words. Practitioners around the world have 
recorded an astonishing array of testimonies over the past half-century, 
from the recollections of Welsh miners to the experiences of those involved 
in the Mau Mau uprising. 

Yet oral histories present many challenges for those tasked with 
recording them, looking after them and making them available to the 
public. Their various forms and formats – whether CD, cassette, reel-to-
reel tape or audio file – further complicate the task of curators, particularly 
in the digital age.

Why and how should museums collect oral histories? What is the best 
way to preserve them for future generations? What are the challenges 
of using them in galleries and exhibitions? Is it always ethical to collect 
and publish oral testimonies? How does GDPR affect access to these 
fascinating resources?

Join our panel of experts to discuss these issues and many more.
IHR Wolfson Room NB01, Basement, IHR, Senate House, Malet 

Street, London wc1e 7hu 5:15 p.m.–7:15 p.m. 
Contact ihr.reception@sas.ac.uk or 020 7862 8740
Seminars start at 5.15 p.m., all are welcome and there is no need to book. 

https://www.history.ac.uk/seminars/maritime-history-culture 

Blaydes House Maritime History Seminar Programme 2019–20
Blaydes Maritime Centre, Blaydes House, 6 High Street, Hull, hu1 1ha 

Telephone 01482 305110
3 February Captain Bligh’s Baggage Pieter van der Merwe Royal 

Museums Greenwich
2 March Convict Workers on British Imperial Dockyards: Australia, 

Bermuda and Gibraltar Katie Roscoe University of Liverpool
6 April ‘The Toughest Street in the World’: Exploring Violence in 

London’d Sailortown: Ratcliffe Highway, c. 1850–1880 Brad Beaven 
University of Portsmouth

4 May The Reluctant Ally: The creation and failure of the Anglo-
Spanish Court of Mixed Commission in Havana, 1815-1862 Anna 
Brinkman University of Warwick

The Seminars are free of charge and are held at 6:00 p.m. at Blaydes House. 
Coffee and biscuits will be available from 5:30 p.m. All persons interested 
in any aspect of Maritime History are warmly invited to attend

If you have any questions regarding the seminars please contact the 
Seminar Convenor; Dr Martin Wilcox, M.Wilcox@hull.ac.uk

The Blaydes House Maritime History Seminar Series is sponsored by 
the Maritime History Trust

mailto:ihr.reception@sas.ac.uk
https://www.history.ac.uk/seminars/maritime-history-culture
mailto:M.Wilcox@hull.ac.uk
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Exeter University Centre for Maritime Historical Studies
Seminar Programme, spring term 2020

5 February Keynote Lecture: Myth and Reality in the Founding of 
New England Peter Mancall University of Southern California 
Building: One Bateman Lecture Theatre, 5 p.m.

26 February Commemoration as Imperial Hierarchy: The 
memorialization of African, Asian and Caribbean seamen after the 
First World War John Siblon Birkbeck, University of London 
Amory Building, Room B106, 5 p.m.

4 March Sailing Ships and Chevauchées: English naval strategy during the 
Hundred Years War Gary Baker University of East Anglia 
Joint seminar with the Centre for Medieval Studies 
Amory Building, Room B106, 5 p.m.

25 March The Wreck of Warren Hastings: Salvage, weather and insurance 
in the Indian Ocean Debjani Bhattacharyya Drexel University 
Joint seminar with the Exeter South Asia Centre 
Amory Building, Room B106, 5 p.m. 
Full details at http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/
maritime/newsandevents/seminars/ 

The CMHS is grateful to the Society for Nautical Research and the College 
of Humanities for sponsoring the seminar series.

For further information: J.Davey3@exeter.ac.uk : 01392 724580
For a campus map, go to: http://www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/directions/
streathammap/ 

University of Portsmouth
History Research Seminars 2019–20

Note: These seminars do not relate exclusively to nautical history, but 
there is plenty to interest maritime historians. Editor

Each year, the History team at Portsmouth organise a series of research 
seminars that take place across the autumn, winter and spring terms. 
Historians are invited from a range of institutions, both in Britain and 
abroad, to talk about their latest research projects. The subjects presented 
cover a broad historical time span and offer insight into a diverse range 
of topics. In this year’s programme there will be talks on schooling in 
interwar London, naval wives in the nineteenth century, life cycle rituals 
in the early modern period, European shipbuilding in the eighteenth 
century, and anti-racism campaigns in twentieth century Britain, and lots 
more besides. All are welcome to attend. The location of each seminar will 
be confirmed in promotional material nearer the time.

12 February Remembering an Anti-racist Victory: The Stop The Tour 
campaign at 50 Christian Hogsbjerg University of Brighton

11 March Birth, Death and Domestic religion in London, 1600–1800 
Emily Vine Queen Mary

22 April Charting and Printing the Straits: The maps of the Narbourgh 
expedition (1669–1671) Katherine Parker National Maritime Museum

13 May National Navy, International Shipbuilding: Technology 

http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/newsandevents/seminars/
http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/history/research/centres/maritime/newsandevents/seminars/
mailto:J.Davey3@exeter.ac.uk
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/directions/streathammap/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/directions/streathammap/
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transfer in eighteenth-century European shipbuilding Ida Jorgensen 
University of Portsmouth

17 June Consumption by a Frozen Sea: The Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
servants and material culture in the British Atlantic, c. 1780–1820 
David Hope University of Newcastle

We look forward to welcoming you to the seminars.
http://history.port.ac.uk/?p=1584 

The Wellington Trust Heritage Evenings
2020 Programme

HQS Wellington, Temple Stairs, Victoria Embankment, wc2r 2pn
As TM 31, Delete 11 Nov, 9 Dec, 13 
10 February Marine Art – Demonstration and Talk Robert G. Lloyd
9 March Recovery of Gold from HMS ‘Edinburgh’ Graham Capel

The start time is 18:30, with the Wardroom bar open from 17:45.
As usual, for those who wish to enjoy the supper, and the sociability 

that accompanies it, the cost is £27 for Wellington Trust Friends and £32 
for non-members. If you would like to come for the lecture, but are unable 
to stay for the supper, then we ask for a donation of £5.

Please apply to the Business Manager onboard for places by telephone: 
0207 836 8179, e-mail: info@thewellingtontrust.com 

For booking forms and further information, go to http://www.
thewellingtontrust.com/events/category/heritage-evenings/

HMS Caroline
‘LCT 7074’

20 February 5:30 p.m.–8 p.m. ‘LCT 7074’: Restoring the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy’s D-Day Survivor Nick Hewitt Head of 
Collections, National Museum of the Royal Navy

Gain an incredible insight into D-Day survivor LCT 7074. Visitors can 
learn all about the landing craft’s unique history and hear more about 
the important work the museum are doing to help conserve and expertly 
restore the vessel.

As part of the event, visitors will have the opportunity explore HMS 
Caroline between 5.:30 p.m.–7:00 p.m., prior to the commencement of the 
talk. Please contact 028 90 454484 (option 3) with any enquiries

Adults £5 / Concession £3 from https://tickets.historicdockyard.co.uk/
webstore/shop/viewItems.aspx?cg=HMSC01&c=LECT 

Australian National Maritime Museum
Darling Harbour, Sydney
2020 Ocean Talks Series

From chasing sea monsters, ocean science discoveries and indigenous 
stories – there’s something for everyone in our dynamic talk series.

This monthly series features a range of fascinating marine experts, 
scientists, authors, filmmakers and adventurers who will challenge 
everything you know about our oceans.

Our oceans are at a critical point in history, and the maritime museum 
has never had a more vital role in marine conservation, exploration and 

http://history.port.ac.uk/?p=1584
http://www.thewellingtontrust.com/events/category/heritage-evenings/
http://www.thewellingtontrust.com/events/category/heritage-evenings/
https://tickets.historicdockyard.co.uk/webstore/shop/viewItems.aspx?cg=HMSC01&c=LECT
https://tickets.historicdockyard.co.uk/webstore/shop/viewItems.aspx?cg=HMSC01&c=LECT
https://www.sea.museum/whats-on/events/t-rex-vs-sea-rex
https://www.sea.museum/whats-on/events/ocean-defenders
https://www.sea.museum/whats-on/events/defying-empire
https://www.sea.museum/whats-on/events/defying-empire
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sharing the wonder and mystery of our oceans. Our talks offer a unique 
experience to immerse yourself in the cutting edge of marine science, 
provocative art, and controversial thought leadership – all up close and 
personal.

First Thursday of every month
Ticket includes light refreshments and a chance to chat with the speakers 

after the event, plus exclusive access to corresponding exhibitions before 
the talks (5:30 p.m.–6.30 p.m.).

https://www.sea.museum/whats-on/events/ocean-talks 

The Royal Navy’s First HMS ‘Invincible’
A lecture and cocktail evening

20 February 18:15, The Naval Club, 38 Hill St, Mayfair, w1j 5ns 
A lecture by Dave Parham, Professor of Maritime Archaeology at the 
University of Bournemouth, produced with Dan Pascoe, Maritime 
Archaeologist, on the most significant maritime archaeological project 
since the 1980s.

The 74-gun HMS Invincible, built by the French in 1744 and captured 
by Admiral George Anson in 1747, became the model for the future 74s 
built for the Riyal Navy. By 1805 two-thirds of the Royal Navy fleet were 
modelled on her. She sank in the Solent in 1758. The lecture reveals the 
secrets of this important wreck. 

To book a place go to reservations@navalclub.co.uk or ring 0207 493 
7672’

New Books by Members

Helen Doe SS Great Britain: Brunel’s Ship, Her Voyages, 
Passengers and Crew Amberley, July 2019
A new book on this wonderful ship using new sources and 
new information on her passengers and crew. In SS Great 
Britain Helen Doe provides a unique narrative account of 
this most famous and historically important of British ships. 

The book charts the ship’s brilliant design and con-
struction, including the contribution of engineering 
genius Brunel. But it also brings to light the contribution 
of many other individuals, ranging from crew members to 
passengers, drawing on the records of the SS Great Britain 
Trust, from its archive in Bristol Docks, the ship’s birthplace 

and resting-place today. In this way, the ship’s life and times are recreated 
and the history of a technical marvel of its age is given a human face. 

This is a compelling account of an iconic ship and of an important 
moment in the industrial history of Britain and the wider world.

J. D. Davies Battle’s Flood: Jack Stannard of the Royal Navy, book 2 
Canelo e.book £2.99
Battle’s Flood takes forward the story of the central character from 
Destiny’s Tide, Jack Stannard, an ambitious ship owner and sea-captain 
from the ancient, decayed port of Dunwich, ‘England’s Atlantis’ (which, 
incidentally, is now being held up as a potent example of the potential 

https://www.sea.museum/whats-on/events/ocean-talks
https://www.citymetric.com/fabric/lost-east-anglian-city-dunwich-reminder-destruction-climate-change-can-wreak-4798
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effects of climate change). A prologue, set ten years after 
the events of Destiny’s Tide during the reign of the Catholic 
Queen Mary, reintroduces us to his headstrong daughter 
Meg, now grown to adulthood, and sees Jack have a strange 
encounter with one of the most sinister pillars of Imperial 
Spain’s ‘black legend’. Fast forward another twelve years to 
1567, and the second of Jack’s children, Tom, joins him on 
centre stage. Now a highly competent ship master and trusty 
lieutenant to his father, Tom seems to be happily married to 
a wife who connects the Stannards to one of England’s most 

prominent seafaring dynasties, the Hawkinses of Plymouth. But not all is 
as it seems, either in Tom’s domestic life or in the Stannards’ dealings with 
John Hawkins and his young kinsman Francis Drake. Powerful forces at 
the court of Queen Elizabeth I have secretive plans for Jack and Tom – 
plans which send them on the notorious voyage of Drake and Hawkins to 
the coast of west Africa and then on to the Spanish-controlled Caribbean. 
Meanwhile in Dunwich, Meg, who harbours treasonable secrets of her 
own, strives to undermine the schemes of her stepmother and half-siblings, 
who have recruited an unlikely ally in the shape of one of the oldest and 
deadliest enemies of the Stannards.

Battle’s Flood moves to a dramatic and bloody climax in the historical 
battle of San Juan de Ulua, when Jack and Tom Stannard fight for their 
lives and face their destinies . . .

Niels P. Petersson, Stig Tenold, Nicholas J. White (eds) 
Shipping and Globalization in the Post-War Era: Contexts, 
companies, connections Palgrave Macmillan £20
This volume highlights the contribution of the shipping 
industry to the transformations in business and society 
of the post-war era. Shipping was both an example and 
an engine of globalization and structural change. In turn, 
the industry experienced and pioneered, mirrored and 
enabled key developments that led to the present-day 
globalized economy. Contributions address issues such as 
the macro-level shift of shipping’s centre of gravity from 
Europe to Asia, the political and legal frameworks within 

which it developed, the strategies and performance of both successful 
and unsuccessful firms, and the links between the shipping industry and 
the wider economy and society. Without shipping and its ability to forge 
connections and networks of a global reach, the modern 
world would look very different.

By bringing together scholars from various disciplinary 
and national backgrounds, this book advances our 
understanding of the linkages that bind economies and 
societies together.

J. D. Davies, Alan James, Gijs Rommelse (eds) Ideologies 
of Western Naval Power, c. 1500-1815 Routledge £120 
e.book from £22.50
This ground-breaking book provides the first study of naval 
ideology, defined as the mass of cultural ideas and shared 

https://www.citymetric.com/fabric/lost-east-anglian-city-dunwich-reminder-destruction-climate-change-can-wreak-4798
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perspectives that, for early modern states and belief systems, justified the 
creation and use of naval forces. Sixteen scholars examine a wide range of 
themes over a wide time period and broad geographical range, embracing 
Britain, the Netherlands, France, Spain, Sweden, Russia, Venice and the 
United States, along with the ‘extra-national’ polities of piracy, neutrality, 
and international Calvinism. This volume provides important and often 
provocative new insights into both the growth of western naval power and 
important elements of political, cultural and religious history.

Society for Nautical Research Membership 
Report

1 October 2019 to 31 December 2019
New members
Christopher Halewood Store Heddinge, Denmark
Allan Saunders Portland, Oregon, USA
Klaas Gaastra Gelderland, Netherlands
Steve Conway Plymouth, Devon
Adrian James Colchester, Essex
John Denton Meifod, Powys.
Andrew Russell Anniesland, Glasgow
Terry Rice Washington, USA

Reported deaths
C. J. Preston Emsworth, Hampshire
J. N. Hampton Epsom, Surrey
M. G. French Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex
Rev. L. A. Marsh Bottisham, Cambridge
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