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Chairman’s Column
We are the Society of Nautical Research, so by definition research should 
be front and centre of all that we do. When talking to both members and 
‘non-members-who-really-should-be-members’, though, I find that all 
sorts of misconceptions have been hung on the word ‘research’; there is 
a surprisingly widespread perception that this is a rarefied activity which 
is essentially undertaken only by university academics in ivory towers. 
This view is manifestly untrue, as the variety and depth of many of the 
topics on our free forum, together with the range and quality of articles in 
Topmasts, demonstrates; moreover, four of the last seven winners of our 
Anderson Prize are not and never have been ‘professional academics’. 

As anyone who has ever carried out any research of any sort knows, 
though, its success depends on the existence and accessibility of source 
material, and for obvious reasons the last two years have been markedly 
difficult in that respect. But even when one can actually get into 
repositories, researchers often find themselves on wild goose chases and 
coming up against frustrating brick walls, sometimes as a result of wilful 
acts of destruction. Charles Dickens famously burned many of his letters 
and papers; similarly, most of Thomas Hardy’s private papers went on a 
bonfire in compliance with his direct instructions. Many other invaluable 
archives have gone the same way, either through similarly deliberate acts 
or simple negligence. I have spent many long hours over the years in the 
Carmarthenshire Record Office, which contains a substantial amount of 
invaluable primary material, some of it maritime – including, for example, 
some remarkably important letters of ‘Jacky’ Fisher to Lord Cawdor 
when the latter was First Lord of the Admiralty in 1905. But in 2013 the 
repository closed suddenly following the discovery of a serious outbreak 
of mould in the storerooms (a disaster brought about by penny-pinching, 
downright incompetence and allegedly outright corruption in the local 
authority), and although some of the material has since been made available 
in other archives many miles away, the long-gestating new building has 
still not opened.

Similarly, many local libraries in the UK contain valuable material, 
either original primary sources that have somehow not gone to record 
offices or unique works of local history that are almost impossible to 
locate elsewhere, perhaps even in the copyright libraries. But local libraries 
have been hard hit by the pandemic and spending cuts, and no longer 
necessarily have the secure systems or trained staff to ensure material is 
retained and made available to the public. Even the Royal Navy, so often 
a byword for pointless record keeping, has not been immune. During the 
nineteenth century, many naval records were crammed into the attics of 
the old Admiralty buildings where they were kept in a state of ‘confusion 
and decay’. Volumes of minutes and letters were pulped on the grounds 
that they were duplicates, when in fact they often contained enclosures 
and other materials which were not in the items retained. Many tons of 
naval records at Deptford were destroyed in the mid-nineteenth century, 
with much going to local waste paper dealers. At Plymouth, Royal Marine 
records going back to 1755 kept at Stonehouse were, according to an 
account written in about 1911, ‘rescued some years ago from an attic where 
they had suffered much from wet, and many are believed to have perished 
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in recent times’. An even more dire situation pertains to the records of 
many shipping companies, which seem often to have been disposed of 
with utter ruthlessness and no regard whatsoever to their historic value. 
Others have been dispersed to different repositories or are still held by the 
companies themselves or their successor institutions, and although finding 
aids are infinitely better now than they were say 30 or 40 years ago, it can 
still be very difficult to track down records of value. Moreover, giving easy 
access to researchers is often a long way down the priorities of commercial 
organizations, making the researcher’s task even more difficult.

However, there is a corollary to all this. While many sources have 
vanished, many others have survived by fortuitous means and might be 
languishing, forgotten and undiscovered, in unlikely locations. The entire 
archive of an obscure but important seventeenth-century religious sect 
once turned up in a barn in Kent, while one of the few surviving rough 
logs of the battle of Trafalgar was discovered by children playing in an 
attic in Bedfordshire. I once visited a gentleman in north Wales who keeps 
at home the scrapbooks of his grandfather Harold Lowe, fifth officer of 
the Titanic, the man who famously tried to turn round the ship’s lifeboats 
to search for survivors. Of course, many of these sorts of items are still 
treasured family heirlooms, and the owners have no intention of disposing 
of them (and, naturally, might be reluctant to share them with demanding 
researchers). But time inevitably passes, new generations might not have the 
same interest or take the same care, and priceless history can easily end up 
in car boot sales or skips. Therefore, I would urge members of the society 
to inform us of the existence and location of any archives or individual 
records that you are aware of. These might be in your own hands or those 
of people or organizations you know; perhaps they might be sources that 
you have worked on, but which are held in obscure locations and are not 
generally known.

To conclude by reiterating the point I made at the beginning: we are 
the Society for Nautical Research, and our very name makes it incumbent 
upon us to facilitate such research for all those who wish to undertake it, 
no matter what their background or level of interest. This was stressed in 
the original objects of the society as drafted in 1910, and still appears, the 
wording virtually unchanged, in our new Articles of Association. Therefore, 
the discovery, drawing together and dissemination of information about 
maritime source material is something we should clearly be doing – so 
please start searching your attics!

David Davies
Chairman, SNR

Editor’s Notes

Welcome to the February edition of Topmasts, and a belated welcome to 
2022. This year marks a significant milestone for the Society as it is 100 
years since HMS Victory was placed in the dry dock that she currently lies 
in, and 100 years since the Society launched the Save the Victory Fund. 
This fund helped to pay for the conservation of HMS Victory following 
her docking and continues to support the current conservation and 
exhibitions associated with the ship.
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In this edition you will find a short article relating to the fundraising that 
took place 100 years ago, notice of an exhibition at the Foundling Museum 
relating to a foundling who served at the battle of Trafalgar and kept a 
diary of his service, and notice of the talk to be given by our Chairman on 
the role of the Society’s Save the Victory Fund in the SNR’s own winter 
lecture series on 16 March.

You will also find articles on maritime Melbourne in the 1860s, the 
riddle of HMS Tamar’s figureheads, Smith’s Dock and the development 
of the Second World War corvette, and an unexpected change to a quiet 
commission for a frigate in 1958. I must correct an error on page 44 of the 
November edition. The Merchant Ship in the British Atlantic, 1600–1800, 
was written by Philip Read, not Ben Franklin. My apologies to the author.

I must thank all those who have contributed to this edition, particularly 
the authors of the articles. Without their willingness to share their 
interests and research Topmasts would not exist in its present form. May 
I also encourage all readers of this newsletter to consider sharing their 
interests, their research or their family’s sea stories by writing an article 
for Topmasts. 

Nigel Blanchford 
Editor, Topmasts

Nigel.blanchford@snr.org,uk 

Maritime Melbourne in the 1860s

Melbourne was founded in 1835 and its steady growth was accelerated 
when gold was discovered in central Victoria in 1851. As the population 
and wealth of the city grew it was accompanied by a desire among some of 
its leading citizens to see culture and the arts flourish in the same way. As 
a result, artists, lithographers and skilled printers arriving from overseas 
found they were able to earn a living in the increasingly sophisticated city. 
One of the latter was lithographic printer Charles Troedel.

Johannes Theodor Charles Troedel (1836–1906) was born in Hamburg 
in 1836. He learned his trade in Norway and Denmark before coming 
to Melbourne in 1860 where he went on to became one of the foremost 
commercial printers in the city. An early project that helped to establish 
his reputation was The Melbourne Album (1863–4). It was a set of high- 
quality lithographs of streetscapes and landscapes in and around the city.

His chief collaborator on the project was the French-born lithographer 
Francois Cogne (1829–83). Cogne came to Australia in the 1850s to try 
his luck on the Victorian goldfields. Unsuccessful as a digger, he taught 
French and ran a restaurant in Ballarat, before returning to his skills as 
a lithographer. He produced a set of 16 lithographs of street scenes in 
Ballarat that were sold as The Ballarat Album (1859).

The Ballarat Album was well received and it prompted Cogne to 
persuade Troedel to print a similar set of views of Melbourne. Cogne 
produced at least half the 24 lithographs that made up The Melbourne 
Album. Others involved in the project were the artist Nicholas Chevalier 
(1828–1902) and lithographer James Buckingham Philip (born 1830). 
Subscribers paid 7 s. 6 d. a month for which they received two lithographs 
each month. These could be framed or bound into a book as a collectors 

mailto:Nigel.blanchford@snr.org,uk
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item. Some of these images are of shipping scenes and they are among the 
best early depictions of maritime Melbourne.

One image by Cogne shows a group of large sailing vessels at anchor 
off Sandridge (Port Melbourne, figure 1). Small boats are seen in the 
foreground, one of which seems to contain a harbour pilot. On the far 
right is the tower and chimney of the Victoria Sugar Company. They were 
a prominent landmark for vessels sailing through Port Phillip Heads and 
across the bay to the piers at Sandridge. Another image shows two sailing 
vessels tied up at Queen’s Wharf on the Yarra river (figure 2). The large 
building behind the ships is the Melbourne customs house. It was later 
enlarged and it still exists today and now houses the Immigration Museum 
in Flinders Street. A third image in the series shows a small sailing vessel 
off the seawater baths at St Kilda (figure 3). St Kilda today is a suburb 
of Melbourne, but at the time it was a small coastal community on the 
southern outskirts of the city.

The Melbourne Album was a landmark event in the artistic and cultural 
history of the city. It was published again in 1961 and the National Gallery 
of Victoria staged an exhibition of the lithographs to mark the centenary 
of the album in 1962.

Charles Troedel went on to be a leading commercial printer in Melbourne. 
He often employed well-known artists and the firm continued to operate 
until it went into liquidation in 2013. The 150-year history of the firm is 
the subject of a recent book by Amanda Scardamaglia, Printed on Stone: 
The lithographs of Charles Troedel, (Melbourne, 2020).

Mark Howard 
Member, SNR

Figure 1 Francis Cogne, ‘Sandridge from Hobson’s Bay’ (1863), lithograph published by 
Charles Trodel (State Library of Victoria, image 30328102131686/plate 11)
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Figure 2 Francois Cogne, ‘Queens Wharf (Yarra Yarra 1864)’ published by Charles Troedel (State Library of Victoria, 
image 30328102131686/plate 14)

Figure 3 James Buckingham Philip, ‘St Kilda from Kenny’s Bath’, 1864 (State Library of Victoria, image 
30328102131686/plate 20)
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The HMS ‘Tamar’ figureheads
Earlier this year I stumbled upon an HMS 
Tamar reference I had previously missed. It 
was a query posted by David Pulvertaft in The 
Mariner’s Mirror about the very unusual fact that 
during her long life (78 years) the Tamar had her 
figurehead replaced, (which is not that unusual 
because of damage, rot, etc.), with a figurehead of 
the opposite sex.1 This is exceptional, especially 
when, as he noted, there would seem to have 
been nothing amiss with the existing figurehead. 

  He asked, ‘Can readers explain why, where and 
when an apparently serviceable figurehead was 
replaced in the middle of HMS Tamar’s life?’ 
A quick search does not suggest the query was 
ever answered.

I have recently com pleted a history of 
the Tamar, due to be published by the City 
University of Hong Kong Press later this year. 
Independently of David Pulvertaft’s Query 
– and how I wish I had found it earlier – my 
researches also turned up what I call in my book 
the ship’s ‘sex change’. I was equally puzzled 
about something I knew to be anomalous.

The last figurehead was succinctly described in the query as ‘a three-
quarter length female figure wearing a short sleeved, scoop necked dress 
with her arms to her side’. This is based on an image from April 1931 
showing how the Tamar’s female figurehead appeared a decade or so 
before it disappeared with the ship’s scuttling on the night of 11 December 
1941 (figure 1). 

The original male figurehead, was described,

A colossal three-quarter length figure, laurel-crowned. Long hair, 
very long flowing grey beard and moustache; bare to waist. Right 
arm hanging down inclining slightly backwards, left arm across 
bust below waist, with hand grasping blue robe hanging from 
it, and supported also by a narrow blue strap over left shoulder 
(figure 2) 

I have some answers to the where and when in David Pulvertaft’s 
query. I can add at least one ‘who’ with respect to a carver. I can also add 
additional information about changes to the figureheads themselves, such 
that the end states we see were not how they originally looked. As to the 
various whys the story throws up, I can offer only supposition. 

We can start with the male. Why male is pure conjecture. Tamar and 
her sister ship Orontes, when designed, were described as two new ships 
of the Himalaya class, the Himalaya being an ex-P&O liner bought by the 

1 D. Pulvertaft (2000) Queries, The Mariner’s Mirror 86:4, 472–3. For repair and replacement 
see D. Pulvertaft, Figureheads of the Royal Navy, Barnsley (2011), 78, 84, 91, 93, 95, 98, 100, 102, 
106, 116, 119, 122, 131, 150, 151, 161, 163, 164, 167, 172, 177, 178, 183, 187, 189, and 195. Also P. 
N. Thomas, British Figurehead and Ship Carvers, Albrighton (1995), hereafter Thomas (1995), 72.

Figure 1 Female figurehead final state 
with no raised left arm, Hong Kong 1931 
(Richard Hunter, Hunter Figurehead 
Archives)
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Royal Navy in July 1854 to help solve the acute trooping problems of the 
Crimean War.2 The figurehead of the  Orontes was female, as graphically 
described in a contemporary news report at her launch.3

[The ship] carries an extremely handsome figure-head, of very large 
size, but most artistically proportioned. It represents a female, in 
Oriental costume, holding with her left hand an Eastern vase, from 
which water is flowing, typical of the Orontes, the large Syrian 
river from which the ship derives her name. This work of art has 
been executed by Messrs Allan and Clotworthy, of Liverpool.4

Were the different subject matters – a mountain range and two rivers 
– the clue? Here too there is no obvious answer. What would be needed, 
which seems not to exist, is some idea as to where the Admiralty and its 
carvers stood on the matter. Were mountains male and rivers either sex? 
All we can say is that in classical and folk mythology rivers were both 
with, perhaps, a bias towards males for major rivers and females for minor 

2 Army and Navy Gazette, 16 Feb. 1861, 9.
3 Naval and Military Gazette, 29 Nov. 1862, 756.
4 The Clotworthys were a family of ship carvers. Alexander Clotworthy (about 1790–) had moved 
from Belfast to Liverpool between 1838 and 1841, and both his sons became ship carvers in turn. 
Hugh (1815–79) and Alexander (about 1826–1906) established themselves in successful businesses. 
Hugh went into partnership in 1854 with Andrew Allan (about 1811–88, from Greenock) as ‘Ship 
Figure and Ornamental Carvers of Liverpool’. The partnership was dissolved in 1875. See Thomas 
(1995), 20–1, and entries for Hugh Clotworthy and Andrew Allan on Mapping the Practice and 
Profession of Sculpture in Britain and Ireland 1851–1951, University of Glasgow History of Art 
and HATII, online database 2011, https://sculpture.gla.ac.uk/index.php.

Figure 3 Male figurehead, right arm as original, 
mid-twentieth century outside old Plymouth 
Naval Base Museum (National Museum of the 
Royal Navy)

Figure 2 Male figurehead, original state with right 
arm down the side, 1863–84 (detail from HMS ‘Tamar’ 
leaving Portsmouth, about 1877, National Museum of 
the Royal Navy)

https://sculpture.gla.ac.uk/index.php
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waterways.5 Known warships with ‘river’ 
names manifestly play it both ways. 

Did the Admiralty in pious Victorian 
Britain, pondering ribald Jack Tar, perhaps 
wish to avoid a female Tamar?6

All we do know in answer to ‘when’ is that 
the male Tamar figurehead was removed and 
replaced with a female in the spring of 1884, 
during an 18-month refit of the Tamar in 
which she was re-engined, re-boilered and re-
rigged. We shall come back to the male later, 
because what has survived and can be seen 
today is not what is described above.

The new female figurehead was fulsomely 
described before the end of Tamar’s refit.

A handsome new figurehead was yesterday fixed in position 
at the bow of the troopship Tamar, under repair at Devonport 
Dockyard. It is a three-quarter length figure representing a nymph 
just emerged from the water, with a crown of marine plants on 
her head. In her right hand she holds a wand, and with the other 
is engaged in arranging her drapery. The symmetrical form of 
the figure is shown through the drapery, which terminates in 
expanded and graceful folds. The scroll of the figurehead is formed 
by an urn, from which water issues. The work has been skillfully 
and artistically done by Mr. Trevenen, Admiralty sculptor, of 
Plymouth, and was yesterday much admired.7

What is described is not what appeared in the photograph in Pulvertaft’s 
note in 2000. As curious, the Western Morning News description is also 
not what can be seen in three post-1887 images of the Tamar while she was 
still a working troopship, 1884–95, in which the figure’s bent left arm is 
not ‘arranging her drapery’ but raised forward of the figure, with the hand 
at the level of, or slightly above the upper part of the figure’s head. Quite 
what happened, and exactly when, is not recorded and the best we can do 

5 Hesiod, Theogony, 337–88 for the male and female rivers. J. A. MacCulloch, The Religion of the 
Ancient Celts, Edinburgh (1911), 183–4, and D. A. Mackenzie, Scottish Wonder Tales from Myth 
and Legend, London (1917), for Celtic female rivers.
6 Tamar, the daughter-in-law of Judah, appears in Genesis 38:8–10 and Tamar, the daughter of 
King David, in 2 Samuel 13:1–20. Neither story was of a kind to be read aloud in respectable 
Victorian parlours.
7 Western Morning News, 28 Mar. 1884, 7. Little is known about the Trevenens, who originally 
came from the Penzance area in Cornwall. Henry Trevenen alone is briefly mentioned in Thomas 
(1995), 99–100. Henry Provis Trevenen (about 1811–93) appears in census lists, in 1851 as a ‘ship 
carver’, and his sons Samuel (1842–1911) and Henry in the 1861 census, ‘apprenticed to ship 
carving’. By the 1871 census, however, Henry has disappeared and Samuel, married, appears as 
a ‘sculptor’, living next door to his parents. The Tamar’s figurehead could have been the work of 
either, though the newspaper use of ‘Admiralty sculptor’ suggests the son. Samuel Trevenen was 
born in Devonport  around 1842. He was active as a sculptor in the Plymouth area by about 1877, 
when he did carvings for the new St Jude’s Church in Plymouth, to at least 1899, when he was 
commissioned to carve 700 feet of cable-laid ropework in mahogany, to be gilded to decorate the 
new royal yacht (the Victoria and Albert) taking shape at Pembroke Dock (Haverfordwest and 
Milford Haven Telegraph and General Weekly Reporter for the Counties of Pembroke Cardigan 
Carmarthen Glamorgan and the Rest of South Wales, 1 Feb. 1899, 2). Sadly by 1901, that year’s 
census tells us, he was a pauper in the Union Workhouse in Liskeard, and he was in the Plymouth 
Workhouse and Infirmary a decade later when he died.

Figure 4 Female figurehead with raised left 
arm in 1887, the appearance 1863 through 
possibly until 1896 (Imperial War Museum)
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is try to reconstruct a plausible series of events.
The ship’s logbook tersely recorded that at 1755 hours on 19 March 

1885, ‘Heavy sea carried away bowsprit and figurehead.’8 This was very 
widely reported in the press, and one more detailed report stated,

. . . the day after leaving the Rock, a violent gale from the north-west 
sprung up and continued for more than two days. The vessel’s head 
was constantly buried in the tremendous seas she encountered, and 
her bowsprit, some of her headgear, and a portion of her handsome 
figure head – the work of a local artist – were carried away.9

The ship was docked in Devonport for repairs from 7 April to 5 May, 
and left on her next duty on 25 June, so there was time for even a complete 
replacement.10 There is no evidence either way and all we can say is that 
perhaps the figurehead changed significantly between those dates. All 
hangs on the accuracy of that initial description in the Western Morning 
News.

This brings us to the three clear images of a female figurehead during 
the Tamar’s days as an active troopship. All would seem to date from after 
a second, 1886, episode of storm damage.11 Two of the three are from the 
port side of the ship and show very clearly the raised left arm, though 
whether it is holding anything the resolution is not sufficient to show. The 
third, taken when the Tamar was northbound in the Suez Canal between 
1888 and 1894, is from sufficiently far ahead on the starboard bow that the 
raised arm shows clearly, though again the resolution does not allow any 
decision on fine detail.

The point of drawing attention to the original description, the subsequent 
damage, and the late 1880s state of the female figurehead is to contrast it to 
the image that accompanied Pulvertaft’s note. What is evidently missing is 
the raised left arm. 

Again, what happened is not recorded. We know that the change was, 
at the latest, after 1894 and before 1911.12 What seems the most probable 
answer is that when the Tamar was hulked and converted to Hong Kong’s 
base depot ship in 1895–7, the raised arm got in the way of one of two 
massive timber structures added either side of the bow, probably the other 
ranks’ heads, and had to be removed.

The male figurehead, far from being replaced because of rot or damage, 
was evidently in good repair, and still exists and can be seen in Plymouth’s 
new exhibition space, The Box.13 That simple fact argues that the decision 
to replace it with a female was for a reason, and there is no record of 
the decision. My own theory is that it connects with the publication of 
the third edition of 1881 of Robert Hunt’s Popular Romances of the West 

8 TNA, ADM 53/15954, 21 Oct. 1884 to 8 Jan. 1886.
9 Western Morning News, 24 Mar. 1885, 5.
10 Thomas (1995), 13.
11 Hampshire Telegraph, 25 Dec., 8; Huddersfield Chronicle, 11 Jan. 1883, 3.
12 A photograph in the National Museum of the Royal Navy has the caption, ‘Tamar HMS 1863 
Christmas 1911 Hong Kong 4.7’.
13 D. Pulvertaft, A Flight of Figureheads: From British Warships at The Box, Plymouth, Stroud, 
2020. 
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of England, or the Drolls, Traditions, 
and Superstitions of Old Cornwall.14 
It contains an account of ‘The lovely 
nymph Tamara’. It is a story of young 
lovers – two males fancying and wooing 
the same young nymph – and an 
outraged parent, who turned his love-
smitten daughter into a river, shortly to 
be joined by one of her lovers, Tavy, 
similarly transformed by his grieving 
father. However, the other lover, 
Tawradge (Torridge), also transformed, 
made a mistake and ended up flowing 
the wrong way, never to be reunited 
with his lost love. The story seems 
to emerge from the mid-nineteenth-
century enthusiasm for recording the 
folklore of oral traditions, so perhaps 
has deeper roots than its fey Victorian 
re-tellings. If it was a widely known 
tale by the time of the Tamar’s refit, it 
might also have been known to local 
Plymothians of Cornish background 
like the Trevenens and, perhaps, 

persuasive to whoever was making decisions as to figureheads in the 
Admiralty.

Neither figurehead survived in its original form. The female, as we have 
seen, had a left arm and shoulder disarticulation, probably in 1896. The 
male is not the same today as it once was. The two arms of the present 
figurehead are both bent at the elbow across the front of the figure, the left 
arm holding the knot in the garment covering the figure’s legs. The story 
has it that a few decades back a drunken sailor broke the right arm and it 
was ‘easier’ to effect a repair with the bent right arm that the figurehead 
now has.15

Thus, in answer to David Pulvertaft’s query, ‘Can readers explain why, 
where and when an apparently serviceable figurehead was replaced in 
the middle of HMS Tamar’s life?’, we now have a ‘where’ and a ‘when’, 
Devonport, April 1884. We have a ‘who by’ for the female figurehead, the 
‘Admiralty sculptor’, probably Samuel Trevenen. But as to why, I have 
only conjecture until someone finds more concrete evidence one way or 
another.

Stephen Davies  
Member, SNR

14 R. Hunt (ed.), illustrated by G. Cruikshank, Popular Romances of the West of England, 
or the Drolls, Traditions, and Superstitions of Old Cornwall, London (1865), 2nd series, 251–2. 
Apart from being the son of a Royal Navy ship’s carpenter, Hunt (1807–87) was professor of 
Mechanical Science at the Government School of Mines, a mineralogist, antiquarian, poet, pioneer 
photographer and a native of Devonport. The story is traceable to various mid-nineteenth-century 
collectors of folklore and by the end of the century was a standard narrative. See, in abbreviated 
form, for example, M. Quiller-Couch, Cornwall’s Wonderland, London (1914), 21–9. 
15 I owe the story to the National Museum of the Royal Navy’s Hannah Bradbury, who was also 
very helpful with images.

Figure 5 Male figurehead as displayed 
in the late twentieth century in the old 
Plymouth Naval Base Museum, right arm 
changed and replaced. Now in The Box, 
Plymouth (National Museum of the Royal 
Navy)
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Smiths Dock Shipbuilders
Small in size  when compared with the great companies on the Clyde, 
Mersey and Tyne, Teesside’s Smiths Dock has nevertheless secured a 
special place in history as the birthplace of the Second World War Royal 
Navy Corvette.

Founded in 1899 as an amalgamation of two shipyards at North Shields 
at the mouth of the River Tyne, the firm’s initial reputation rested in its 
early years on launching a fine series of trawlers. The demand for these led 
to Smiths Docks relocating from the Tyne southwards to a new 16 acre site 
on the South bank of the River Tees, close to Middlesborough. 

Two dry docks were built on the newly acquired land. By 1910 
shipbuilding was well underway at the yard with the launch of a dredger. 
That year also saw the building of the first of their whale-catchers. The 
whaling industry was quite successful during this period and these small 
but very seaworthy vessels were to become the speciality offering of the 
Tees-side firm in the years to come.    

With the new dry docks adding to the yard’s capabilities, Smiths gained 
experience of building warships, launching three minesweepers in 1913 that 
had been ordered for the Imperial Russian navy. Having thus branched out 
into the building of naval vessels, 15 submarine-chasers were then built by 
Smiths Dock, to a design largely based on their whale-catchers. The First 
World War saw 70 Royal Naval vessels completed by the time hostilities 
ended in 1918, making this the busiest time for the yard. 

After the Armistice, the shipyard experienced the manufacturing 
doldrums, like many others. During the next few years the combined 
effects of the initial cancelling or subsequent drying-up of orders followed 
by a recurrence of periods of economic depression put the continued 
existence of the firm at risk. 

The first half of the 1930s was the era of the Jarrow March. This dramatic 
demonstration by the unemployed was triggered by the closure of Palmers 
Shipyard in 1933. Things had worsened so much in the north-east of 
England that by 1930 the six other shipbuilders that had remained active 
on the River Tees had all closed. The nadir in Smiths Dock’s fortunes came 
in 1932 when only one ship was built by them.

By the mid-1930s, however, there was some improvement in orders and 
launches. These focused in particular on the yard’s stock-in-trade, their 
trawlers and whale-catchers. The period also saw the launch of the Trinity 
House HQ ship Patricia. This was a prestige vessel and very much a feather 
in the cap of the Tees-side builders, destined as she was to appear in pride 
of place at the 1953 Queen’s Coronation Review of the Fleet. Preparations 
for looming hostilities gathered pace in 1938. Orders were received for 
two boom defence vessels and four armed trawlers during this period.

The genesis of the corvette lay in the form of the small but highly 
seaworthy vessels Smiths Dock had been producing for the fishing and 
whaling industries. Plans were worked up for a small escort vessel based 
on their whale catcher designs. This emerged with the laying of the keel of 
the first such ship of this new class in July 1939. 

After the defeat of France in 1940, U-boat bases were being set up on 
the French Atlantic seaboard. This focused the Admiralty’s attention on 
the vulnerability of convoys. The need to protect merchant shipping from 
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surface raiders was being addressed by the hasty commissioning of armed 
merchant cruisers, arming them with surplus 6-inch guns at bow and stern.  
With memories of the desperate plight of shipping losses to U-boats in 
1917, the emphasis changed somewhat. The additional threat posed by the 
German navy’s return to its pursuit of submarine warfare through its fleet 
of U-boats, was now taken into account. 

The critical factor in the defence against the U-boats was the Royal 
Navy’s lack of suitable escort vessels.  The limited number of commissioned  
destroyers was already hard pressed to cover their other fleet tasks. 
Stopgap measures were introduced. Stripped of some of their machinery 
and armament and carrying extra fuel, First World War V and W class 
destroyers were added to the equation. Once modified, these performed 
as long range escorts. 

The challenges facing the Allied navies in the Second World War were 
formidable. U-boats under Admiral Dönitz achieved an extraordinary 
degree of success in the task for which they had been designed, the 
destruction of convoys. This was out of all proportion to their numbers 
and tonnage in the early days, bearing in mind that there were only around 
50 U-boats operational in September of 1939. 

A dreadful reminder of the extent of the U-boat peril came a little over 
a year after the outbreak of war, in October 1940. Exploiting the degree of 
helplessness experienced by convoy escorts to track U-boats at night, and 
despite their presence with the convoys, wolf packs, as they came to be 
known, sank 30 ships from one  inward and one outward bound Atlantic 
convoy. Their successes were achieved in both instances through surface 
attacks by night. These losses gave a clear warning of the magnitude of 
the task that had to be tackled. The anti-submarine campaign did not see 
any kind of real breakthrough until April and May 1943 when Germany 
finally conceded a degree of failure in the North Atlantic by withdrawing 
their wolf packs from that theatre.  

The entry of the corvette into the lists at this time however, heralded the 
RN acquiring specifically designed, fit-for-purpose escort vessels. Albeit 
originally intended for coastal work, being of relatively light displacement 
at just under 1,000 tons, they were pressed into ocean-going service. With 
simple reciprocating machinery, and a single screw, the profiles of the first 
corvettes, betrayed their whale-catcher origins. Having such parentage 
they had excellent sea-keeping qualities bought, however, at the expense of 
a worrying tendency to roll in the mildest of sea conditions, a characteristic 
which led to uncomfortable conditions for their crews. This was relieved 
a little by the extension of fore deck protection further aft along the hull, 
reducing the shipping of rough seas (see figure 1).

Unlike many aspects of life in the navy, the hard living and perils 
facing the corvettes and their crews were undoubtedly brought to wider 
public attention later on through the writings of the novelist Nicholas 
Monserrat. Having served on the ships as a RNVR officer, he encapsulated 
his experiences in print, not least in his novel The Cruel Sea, which was 
also adapted for the film of that name. 

A graphic description of what convoy escort duties on a corvette 
involved can be also be found in Max Arthur’s compilation of personal 
reminiscences in his book The Navy. In his taped interview AB Jack Hunt 
described the perils and privations encountered in escorting a tanker 
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convoy from the West Indies to Gibraltar, while a member of the crew of 
HMS Saxifrage.

Offensive armament on the first batch of corvettes was minimal, 
typically a 4-inch dual purpose gun supplemented by light AA armament 
such as 0.5-inch machine guns and/or twin Lewises. 

Escort vessels were heavily reliant on Asdic as their principal detection 
system. The major offensive capability of the corvettes, when first 
commissioned, lay in their ability to launch depth charges of which up 
to 40 could be carried This was, however, reinforced as the anti-U-boat 
campaign developed by the addition in later ships of forward-firing 
weapons such as the Squid and the Hedgehog Anti-Submarine Mortar. 
The introduction of these more effective weapons was accompanied by 
substantial enlargement of the corvette hull, additional propulsion by an 
extra screw and heavier armament, creating what came to be termed the 
frigate.

Smiths Dock launched its first corvette, named HMS Gladiolus, in 
January 1940. This was part of a batch of 12 from the yard, ordered for the 
Royal Navy and launched during the rest of that year. Sadly one of this 
tranche of escorts, the French La Bastiase sank in June 1940, with great loss 
of life, including several Smith’s shipyard men. Other yards joined Smiths 
in Corvette building with a significant number launched by shipyards in 
Canada. In addition to the Royal Canadian Navy shouldering a major 
transatlantic convoy escort responsibility, Canadian shipyards built 
around 80 Flowers to add to the 140 or so launched from British slipways.  

Throughout the rest of the war Smiths Dock made their modest but 
highly significant contribution to the growing numbers of new escorts. 
Twelve River class frigates were launched from their yard in 1941 and 1942. 
Based on the lessons learned in the Flower class, these vessels carried an 
additional 4-inch gun, improved anti-aircraft armament, and an additional 
propeller, giving them an extra 4 to 5 knots over the Corvettes.

Figure 1 Flower Class Corvette (1941), normal displacement 925 tons, length/breadth 205/33 feet, maximum speed 16 
knots, up to 100 crew (Author’s sketch)
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The company then continued building escorts till wars end. Frigate 
design progressed through Castle, Bay and Loch classes and the very last 
offering by the Tees-side firm, HMS Loch Eil went down the slipway just 
a week after VE Day. Ironically, this was at a time when many German 
U-boats were mustering for their last voyage, one of surrender, which 
would take them and their boats into captivity in Northern Ireland and 
elsewhere.

As a postscript, without denying the contribution and sacrifices made 
by corvettes and frigates, certain wartime-built sloops held the record 
for successful attacks on U-boats, that is, if the record is measured in 
numbers sunk over the shortest period of time, and wholly in one or two 
operations. However this achievement was perhaps less ascribed to their 
greater sophistication as anti submarine weapons platforms, more to the 
fact that the sloops in question formed part of the Second Escort Group, 
a discrete combination of sub-hunters, able to roam free of a convoy in 
exercising their hunter/killer role. And not least, because that particular 
Escort Group was commanded by Captain F. J. (Johnnie) Walker RN, 
whose successes in the war against the U-boats during the Second World 
War are the stuff of naval legend.   

Jim Humberstone
Member, SNR

Circumnavigating the Globe in 
HMS ‘Scarborough’: Operation Grapple Z

In early 1958 my late father, Eric Shaw, was serving as NAAFI canteen 
manager in the frigate HMS Scarborough. This was to be his last ship after a 
decade with the Royal Navy, but he could not have foreseen that what was 
anticipated to be a routine Mediterranean and Home Waters commission 

Figure 1 HMS ‘Scarborough’ in Malta en route to Christmas Island (Photograph reproduced by courtesy of the HMS 
‘Scarborough’ Association)
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would evolve into a full circumnavigation of the globe and participation in 
one of the most dramatic operations involving the navy during the 1950s. 

Scarborough was a new ship in 1958, having first commissioned in May 
1957. She was the third of the six type 12 Whitby class ships, designed 
to meet the need for fast anti-submarine escorts. After commissioning 
in Portsmouth on 4 February 1958 as part of the 5th Frigate Squadron, 
she sailed for Portland under the command of Commander North E. F. 
Dalrymple-Hamilton (the son of Captain Frederick H. G. Dalrymple-
Hamilton, who commanded the battleship HMS Rodney during the 1941 
Bismarck action), to conduct degaussing operations and further work-
up. She then sailed to the Mediterranean, calling at Gibraltar, Malta and 
Syracuse, finally returning to Malta to prepare for Cyprus patrol duties. 

This assignment, however, was cancelled, and it was announced that 
Scarborough was being redeployed to the Pacific, in order to participate 
in the Operation Grapple nuclear bomb tests at Christmas Island. This 
necessitated an extended stay in Malta to upgrade the ship for tropical 
conditions (it seems reasonable to assume –  although I have not been able 
to confirm this – that, as a Cold War-era anti-submarine vessel, Scarborough 
would have been expected to spend her career predominantly in the 
northern hemisphere). These modifications including fitting fridges in all 
mess decks, and construction of a small shelter on the quarterdeck to store 
weather balloons. On completion of this work, Scarborough eventually 
sailed for Christmas Island in June 1958. A contemporary article in the 
Communicator, then the magazine of the RN Signalling Branch, records 
how Commander Dalrymple-Hamilton ‘strived nobly’ to persuade the 
Admiralty to allow the ship to call at Los Angeles and Honolulu, to 
compensate the crew for the Christmas Island deployment. This, however, 
was refused on the grounds of ‘too much dollar expenditure’, and the crew 
had to be content with calls at the Azores, Bermuda, Jamaica and Panama, 
before finally reaching Christmas Island later in the same month.

Operation Grapple comprised three series of tests, designated 
Grapple X, Y and Z, conducted between May 1957 and September 1958. 
Scarborough was involved in the last of these, Operation Grapple Z, 
which had been brought forward from October 1958 to avoid an agreed 
moratorium on nuclear testing that would come into effect on 31 October. 
Grapple Z consisted of four tests, intended to tests methods of enhancing 
the explosive yield of a hydrogen bomb, and of rendering H-bombs safe 
from premature detonation by radiation from nearby nuclear explosions. 
Scarborough, together with the New Zealand frigate HMNZS Pukaki, 
was to enforce a maritime exclusion zone around the test site – indeed, 
her first task was to escort a peace vessel from the area – and to conduct 
meteorological observations.

The first explosion in the Grapple Z series took place on 22 August 1958. 
It seems to have been a rite of passage for all ships involved in Operation 
Grapple that the crews had to watch the explosions at uncomfortably close 
range, and Scarborough was no exception. The bomb was to be detonated 
at a height of 1,500 feet (460 metres), suspended from four vertically 
stacked barrage balloons, and Scarborough was ordered to observe the 
explosion and conduct measurements of radioactive fallout. To observe 
the blast, the crew were ordered to line up on the upper deck, and to cover 
their eyes with their hands as the final countdown proceeded. Like many 
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other veterans of these tests, my father always recalled that his abiding 
memory was of seeing the bones in his hands as the bomb detonated, 
presumably due to an immense flash of X-ray radiation. A moment later, 
the shockwave hit, blowing the men off their feet: one unlucky rating was 
almost blown overboard, and was saved only by the quick reactions of 
the man next to him. The ship then pre-wetted (that is, its exterior was 
sprayed with salt water in an attempt to reduce radioactive contamination) 
and sailed through the fallout cloud, after which ratings were detailed 
to take swabs from various points on the ship (without any protective 
clothing other than their tropical whites), which were sent to laboratories 
ashore for measurement of radioactivity. In a similar vein, a signals rating 
in Scarborough ironically recalls launching weather balloons to monitor 
the dispersal of the ‘so called’ fallout; this might suggest that by this 
time personnel involved in Operation Grapple were under no illusions 
about the potential risks. Indeed, before leaving Christmas Island, my 
father and the rest of the crew were ‘formally’ admitted to the ‘Grand 
Order of Grapplers’, his certificate (figure 2) stating that ‘having survived 
megaton explosions and shown resolution in grappling with untold trials’ 
he was to be ‘given freedom from molestation by all fallout, and any other 

Figure 2 My father’s membership certificate of the Grand Order of Grapplers (Author’s collection)
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irregularities he may encounter on his return to civilization’.
Following the final test on 23 September, Scarborough sailed to Auckland 

for a 10-day self-maintenance period, and Commander Dalrymple-
Hamilton handed over command to Commander C. E. Eason; he was later 
to return to Christmas Island as executive commander of the royal yacht 
Britannia, on a fact-finding tour with the late Duke of Edinburgh. 

Scarborough then sailed home via Sydney, Melbourne, Freemantle, 
Colombo and Aden, finally returning to Portsmouth on 10 December 
1958, having steamed a total of 41,700 miles. For my father, however, there 
was to be an unexpected coda to Operation Grapple. While Scarborough 
was in Aden, he was rudely awakened at 3.00 a.m. one morning by two 
officers of the Special Investigation branch (SIB) of the Military Police, 
who demanded to know what he could tell them about one of his canteen 
assistants. It transpired that, despite a strict prohibition on all forms of 
photography during Grapple Z, the rating concerned had been seen to 
produce a camera and take a number of photos of the mushroom clouds. 
He was duly taken off the ship by the SIB officers, and presumably his 
naval career came to an abrupt end.

Following Christmas leave, Scarborough began the home leg of the 
commission. This also proved to be eventful, including participation in the 
first of the Cod Wars with Iceland and the 350th anniversary celebrations 
of Bermuda, and acting as flagship to Lord Mountbatten during the 
Canadian National Exhibition. In all, she spent 312 days of approximately 
600 at sea during this commission. 

Following further commissions in home waters, the Mediterranean 
and the Far East, Scarborough spent the last years of her career, from 
1964 to 1972, as lead ship of the Dartmouth Training Squadron, which 
also comprised her sisters Tenby, Torquay and Eastbourne. After 
decommissioning in autumn 1972 she was laid up first in Devonport and 
subsequently in Blyth. Following the cancellation of proposed sales to 
Pakistan and Ecuador, she was eventually broken up in Blyth in 1977.

Michael Shaw
Member, SNR

Save the Victory Fund

Sir Geoffrey Seymour in 1886 after visiting HMS Victory commented, ‘I 
could literally run my walking stick through her sides in many places.’ 

On 23 October 1903 HMS Victory was rammed and holed by HMS 
Neptune when she was on the way to the breakers; repairs and dockings 
had only been grudgingly made so it is no surprise that her condition was 
described following the First World War as ‘deplorable’. In partnership 
with the Admiralty, SNR sponsored her docking on 14 January 1922 in 
Portsmouth Dockyard’s No. 2 drydock where she lies to this day. On 
Trafalgar Day 1922 the Save the Victory Fund (STVF) was launched to 
fund her restoration with an initial target of £150,000. 

Raising money for the STVF: a medal in 1923 and other artefacts
Copper sheathing weighing 6 cwt was removed from Victory during her 
docking to expose the hull timber for her supporting cradle. The SNR took 
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the copper to make a commemorative 
medal that raised £600 for the STVF. 
An alternative design was struck by 
the Royal Mint; it is believed the 
illustrated example was the type 
struck by the Royal Mint. My medal 
was purchased at a Chichester antique 
shop a few years ago. The total weight 
of Victory’s copper sheathing and nails 
before in-service erosion would have 
been 16 tons, so 6 cwt represented only 
a small proportion of her sheathing.

I carried out a search on the Internet 
and found three other artefacts sold in 
aid of the STVF. A cannon ball labelled 
1805 mounted on a wooden plinth (its 
date is very questionable). A small 
wooden tub made from Victory’s 
timber. The third had a variety of five 
artefacts including two early naval 
buttons.

Details from H. Murphy and D. 
J. Oddy, The Mirror of the Seas, A 
Centenary History of the Society for 
Nautical Research, London (2010).

John M. Bingeman
Vice-President

Figure 1 Save the Victory Fund 
1923 copper medal, diameter 32 mm

Figure 2 Canon ball and wooden 
tub with ‘Victory’ associations 
(Internet photographs)

Figure 2 Artefacts sold in aid of the Save the Victory 
Fund with label enlarged below.



Topmasts no. 41

20

An Alphabet of Ship Models
E is for Miniature Engines

Engines
There are many ways of powering model ships and boats, everything 
from an elastic band to a sophisticated electric motor controlled by radio. 
I am going to concentrate on what I deem to be the most intriguing and 
realistic, that is to say, a steam engine and boiler which adds realism and 
function but is the hardest type to install. 

Wilesco 

I began my first steam-ship model by 
wrecking a Wilesco stationery steam 
engine plant (above), in order to power a paddle steamer, PS Sirius 1838 
(right), firing it by a butane gas burner, although it should be done with 
tablets or methylated spirits. Boilers are difficult to make if you are not 
adept with silver solder brazing, and dangerous if they are not well made. 
The paddle-ship model worked well but it was a little gentle in operation. 
You cannot produce a great deal of power from an externally fired boiler. 
(Wilesco now produce a dedicated marine unit, Schiiffs-dampfmachine 
D52 plus prop shaft).

Stuart Turner Double Ten 
Geoff Sheppard was introduced to me way back 
in 1978. He was a bona fide maker of miniature 
boilers from Bristol, who certificated the safety 
requirements of other local amateurs, mainly 
in the world of model locomotives. This meant 
being able to use the much more powerful 
Stuart Turner Double X engine, a quite different 
proposition from an externally fired stationery 
steam engine. This was the powerful unit used for 
my working model of SS Great Britain. 
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Warrior custom built model boiler

The Stuart Double X, in horizontal form known as the ‘Stuart Score’, 
well represents the trunk engine originally fitted to HMS Warrior 1860 
(above left, shown on the maiden voyage) with ample power for a model 
3 metres long. This was fitted with a custom-built, double-ended 20 x fire 
tube boiler by G. Sheppard,  originally envisaged as being coal fired, but 
converted to gas. It is possible to fire a steam boat with miniature coal, but 
it is desperately difficult to keep an even fire and pressure (for lack of on-
board stoking!) The safety factor is also much more precarious.

HMS Gannet 1875 model 
The picture is an overhead shot of the engine and boiler spaces on the 
model of HMS Gannet. The original engine was a Humphrey’s & Tennant 
horizontal compound, powered by three boilers. The steam exhaust 

The steam power unit fitted to the SS ‘Great Britain’ model. The model is on permanent display at the SS Great Britain 
Brunel Library, Bristol
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system was led from the engine to the condenser by the eduction pipe, 
seen running horizontally from starboard to port. This is a static model 
demonstrating the layout of the original vessel on this exhibition model 

SS Archimedes 1838, engine and boiler layout  

For this experimental model, testing 
the efficiency of the first successful 
propeller driven vessel, I approached 
Martin Bayliss (Engineering) a pro-
fessional marine engine and miniature 
boilermaker, who lives locally. He sized up the issue and made a boiler 
sufficient to run for an hour without attention, and suggested that his triple 
expansion engine, with Maudslay reverse and integrated displacement 
oiler, would have ample power for a hull just short of 2 metres. He was 
right, and although this model was really about testing the Francis Pettit 
Smith screw-propeller, the engine which powers the vessel, has ample 
thrust. (The video of this experiment can be accessed via the internet, 
search under ‘William Mowll steamboat video’). 

Expense
Steam units are undeniably expensive, but if you want the pure joy of a live 
steam model, with all its quirks and old fashioned charm, then I think it is 
worth it, even if extended payment is involved. There is also these days the 
internet, and a much greater availability of choice, with perfectly well built 
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units selling for less than the price of their production. A caution to this 
is that all boilers these days, apart from externally fired ones (pot boilers) 
must be certificated as being safe to use, so beware of this as statutory law. 
An exploding boiler acts like a bomb and can cause serious injury.

*** All photographs are from the author’s collection
William Mowll
Member, SNR

SNR News
The Society’s Victory Medal awarded to 

Jonathan Coad, ma, fsa, fsnr

The Victory Medal was originally intended by Council as an award to 
recognize deserving persons, predominantly shipwrights, who had played 
a significant part in the conservation of HMS Victory. In 2010 this was 
broadened to embrace individuals whose contribution to the conservation 
of other historic vessels was deserving of notice. The SNR Council 
unanimously agreed to the award of the Victory Medal to Jonathan Coad 
at its meeting on 2 December 2021.

In addition to a long and distinguished service on Council, latterly as a 
Vice-President, Jonathan Coad’s contribution to and direct involvement 
with the ship, originally as a member of the Victory Advisory Technical 
Committee (VATC) then, from 2006, taking on the chairmanship of the 
Committee, has been immense. He took up the chair on the cusp of a 
period of complex administrative change, as direct responsibility for the 
management, interpretation, curatorial stewardship and conservation of 
the vessel passed from the direct ownership of the RN to the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN). This change in the administrative 
ownership of the ship would be quickly accompanied by the introduction 
of a completely new approach to the vessel’s care, founded on rigorous 
principles of museological practice and conservation science, a period 
of change management which called forth on the part of the VATC 
membership the display of inter-personal skills and a degree of diplomatic 
finesse in face of the new circumstances, not least in the willingness to 
recognise that the impact of these changes would be far-reaching and 
profound, were long overdue and must be welcomed if the calamitous 
state into which the ship had evidently slipped was to be overcome and 
her future secured. 

Cometh the hour, cometh the man. With a long and renowned professional 
career in English Heritage as a senior inspector and internationally 
recognized expert in the history, care, conservation and restoration of 
vitally important historic buildings, most notably, and singularly, the 
outstanding structures of the naval estate at home and abroad, Jonathan’s 
approach with a total emphasis on best practice in everything was wholly 
in sympathy with the aims and objectives of the new regime. The new 
team and their insistence on extensive, detailed and thorough research and 
rigorous analysis of the entire structure of the ship, her fixtures and fittings 
in all their manifest complexity, using the most modern electronic means 
and leading to the production of the comprehensive conservation plan 
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which has since guided and informed every aspect of the vessel’s future 
care and conservation, enjoyed his quietly encouraging support right from 
the outset. Indeed, Jonathan’s quiet diplomacy, support for and spirit 
of co-operation with the new regime, based on a thorough professional 
understanding of its aims and objectives, has been an important, crucial 
even, element in the successful progress made by the NMRN team in 
bringing the ship back from the brink.  

Jonathan’s contribution to Victory’s long term care and conservation of 
itself, therefore, would surely be in itself grounds enough to merit serious 
consideration for the award. 

It would be remiss in making this submission, however, to neglect to 
mention his outstanding record of scholarly achievement in a field that 
he has made uniquely his own, that of the history of the royal dockyards.  

Campbell McMurray
On behalf of Heritage and Craft Committee

The SNR Centenary Medal awarded to 
Jonathan Coad, ma, fsa, fsnr

The Centenary Medal was first introduced in 2011 to mark the first 
centenary of the Society’s work and is awarded to those who have given 
exceptional service and assistance to the Society in furthering one or more 
of its objectives. This award is not given annually, or even on a regular 
basis, but given when deemed appropriate. Previous winners have been 
Alan McGowan (2011), Lawrie Phillips (2014) and Susan Rose (2018).  
Council invites the Finance & General Purposes Committee to recommend 
candidates when appropriate, with a view to presentation of the medal on 
board HMS Victory at the AGM or some other noteworthy event of the 
Society.  The final decision as to the award of the medal rests solely with 
Council.

The members of the F&GPC proposed that Jonathan Coad, as a long-
serving and distinguished member of Council and the Victory Advisory 
Technical Committee, and latterly as a Vice-President should be considered 
by Council for this award, and the Council unanimously agreed to the 
award of the Centenary Medal to Jonathan Coad at its meeting 0n 2 
December 2021.

Jonathan has served several times on Council and succeeded Dr Alan 
McGowan as chairman of the VATC in 2005.  The Society has benefited 
from his long and expert knowledge and his sound guidance and advice 
has been much valued by the Society down the years.

Jonathan began his career in the Ancient Monuments Inspectorate, later 
subsumed into English Heritage.  He worked principally on conservation 
of national state monuments including historic buildings in the Royal 
Navy’s operational bases and he later advised on their care.  He played 
a key role in the negotiations leading to the establishment of Chatham 
Historic Dockyard. Among his important works are The Royal Dockyards 
1690–1850: Architecture and Engineering Works of the Sailing Navy 
(1989) and Support for the Fleet: Architecture and Engineering of the Royal 
Navy Bases 1700–1914 (2013).  The latter gained in 2014 the Association 
of Industrial Archaeology’s Peter Neaverson Award for outstanding 
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scholarship in industrial archaeology.  In a long and distinguished list 
of scholarly publications stretching back over a great number of years, 
including numerous papers in The Mariner’s Mirror, his contribution to the 
understanding of the history, practices, processes, structures, engineering, 
architecture and the operational contribution of the royal dockyards, not 
least the vital role they played in the great age of British naval mastery, is 
simply without parallel. He has also written a history of the block mills in 
Portsmouth Dockyard and several other books and guidebooks on British 
castles and monastic sites.

Jonathan is a former president of the Royal Archaeological Institute of 
Great Britain and Ireland, a member and former councillor of the Navy 
Records Society and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London.

Alistair Roach
Hon. Secretary, SNR, on behalf of the F&GPC

Anderson Medal 2021
The shortlist for this year represented 
a wide range of maritime history, all 
examples of the excellence of research 
and publications on the subject.  
Council approved the award of the 2021 
Anderson Medal to Richard Endsor 
for his book, The Master Shipwright’s 
Secrets: How Charles II built the 
Restoration navy (Oxford, Osprey)

This book takes a technical subject and 
makes it accessible by an imaginative use 
of diagrams, drawings and illustrations, 
combined with an engaging and 
well-informed text. The work comes 
together to provide the modern reader 
with insights into a neglected subject. It 
shows a very high standard of research, 
interpretation and illustration. Although 

this book will stand as a first-rate work of reference for the specialist, the 
development of context and the visual presentation enables the interested 
reader to enter the world of the master shipwright and appreciate the skills 
and problems encountered in building the Restoration navy.

Also highly commended was  Andrew Boyd, British Naval Intelligence 
Through the 20th Century (Barnsley, Seaforth Publishing). This is another 
excellent study. Deeply researched, well balanced and written with style 
to engage the reader, Boyd provides a broad, sweeping history of naval 
intelligence that is also linked closely to its impact on policy and action. 

It is hoped that the medal can be presented to Richard Endsor, subject 
to any Covid restrictions that may be in place, on 28 April 2022 with a 
ceremony at the National Maritime Museum followed by a lecture, given 
by the author, and a short reception afterwards. Details will be announced 
in due course on the SNR website.
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AGM and Dinner on Board HMS ‘Warrior’
On Saturday 11 June 2022 members of the Society and their guests are 
invited to dine on the lower gun deck of HMS Warrior, following the 
Annual General Meeting and a tour of the ship. The reason that our annual 
dinner cannot be held on Victory is that the ship will be undergoing major 
conservation work, i.e. the starboard hull planking and structure which 
will involve significant disruption to visitor access to the ship’s internal 
spaces. 
The provisional programme for the day is

3.00 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. (approximately) Annual General Meeting in the 
Princess Royal Gallery of the National Museum of the Royal Navy, 
Portsmouth – plus, hopefully, a Zoom link for those who cannot attend 
in person. The papers for the meeting will be sent out electronically 
as usual nearer the date. It is hoped that we may be able to view the 
refurbished Victory Gallery after the meeting
5.30 p.m. to 6.15 p.m. Tour of HMS Warrior to which all members are 
invited whether or not they choose to dine.
6.15 p.m. Reception on the quarterdeck.
7.00 p.m. Sit down to a three-course dinner in the atmospheric lower 
gun deck.
9.30 p.m. Leave the ship.

About 60 tickets have already been sold or reserved as they have been 
carried over from previous years (due to Covid cancellations) so, if you 
wish to join us, please book early as numbers allowed to dine on board are 
strictly limited.  This year the charge for dinner, which includes the cost of 
the reception on the quarterdeck, will be £75 per person.

Members wishing to book are asked to use the facility on the website 
(when announced) or look for further details in The Mariner’s Mirror or 
your membership renewal information. 

Any members, or their guests, requiring a vegetarian meal or other 
special diet are asked to inform the Honorary Secretary at the time of 
booking.

Only drivers with Blue Badges are allowed to park in the dockyard, and 
these drivers are asked to provide the Honorary Secretary with the make, 
colour and registration number of the car in which they are travelling.  
They will need to provide photographic ID such as a passport or a photo 
driving licence.

Obituary
Alan Russett, 1929–2021

Alan Russett, a long-standing SNR member, was among those whose 
professional retirement saw a change of direction, resulting in three 
substantial books on the marine painters George Chambers (1803–40), 
Dominic Serres (1722–93) and the latter’s son, John Thomas Serres (1759–
1825). While all are familiar names, none had been subjects of full modern 
biography and his thorough, straightforward and well-illustrated accounts 
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thereby became ‘standard sources’ on publication, the first two by the 
Antique Collectors Club in 1996 and 2001, and the last by himself in 2011. 

Russett was born in Keynsham, Bristol, on 21 July 1929 and was head 
boy at Bristol Grammar School before a scholarship took him to read 
history at Exeter College, Oxford, where he also captained the college 
rugby team. He then became a district officer in Tanganyika, responsible 
for an area including much of what is now the Selous National Park. After 
malaria forced his return home, he joined BP and took advantage of long 
postings to Athens, Amsterdam, Lisbon and Madrid to learn Greek, Dutch, 
Portuguese and Spanish. Based in London from the 1970s, his BP travels 
extended across Australasia and the Far East, with two further years living 
in Bangkok after he left the company but continued in the oil business. 

Russett claimed that his interest in the sea and its history came from 
boyhood fascination with Bristol docks, and he remained a voracious reader 
on the subject. He also owned a succession of sailing boats but surviving 
the disastrous 1979 Fastnet Race ended his involvement in long offshore 
events. On retiring he took a degree in the history of art and architecture 
and in the late 1980s and 1990s, while still living in Chelsea, became one of 
the pillars of the early Friends of the National Maritime Museum. Having 
also joined the SNR some time before 1995, his Chambers and Serres 
work was a more lasting outcome. Genial as well as knowledgeable, he 
continued to enjoy being consulted about ‘his’ artists, as well as collecting 
examples by them and others. He and his wife, Anne, whom he cared for 
through many years of Parkinson’s disease, finally moved to Lymington, 
where she died in 2012. Their daughter Caroline and her family survive 
them both, with his second wife, Vanessa de Mowbray, whom he married 
at Lymington on 29 August 2015. He also died there, aged 92, on 10 August 
2021. 

Pieter van der Merwe
Fellow, SNR

William Pratt (1717–1795), 
ship’s carpenter and painter: a postscript

My recent note in The Mariner’s Mirror (107:3, 370–3) on Pratt’s painting 
of the floating out of the St Albans at Deptford in 1747 could, of course, 
only illustrate the picture in black-and-white. The editorial team at Art 
UK subsequently drafted a more publicly accessible online account of 
him based on that and which, for anyone interested, shows it in colour 
including in its new setting at the Trafalgar Tavern, Greenwich, at William 
Pratt of Greenwich (1717–1795): ship’s carpenter and painter | Art UK. 
I was asked to check the piece and, though it then appeared in a ‘first-
person’ form that was an embarrassing surprise, that did allow me to add a 
point previously missed: nine years after painting the picture, Pratt appears 
to have been carpenter in the 74-gun Mars at the battle of Quiberon Bay 
(1759), though that still needs checking in the muster book.

Pieter van der Merwe
Fellow, SNR

https://artuk.org/discover/stories/william-pratt-of-greenwich-17171795-ships-carpenter-and-painter
https://artuk.org/discover/stories/william-pratt-of-greenwich-17171795-ships-carpenter-and-painter
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Notices

The Military Religious Orders Series
The Hospitaller Sources Project

The editors of the Routledge series ‘The Military Religious Orders’ have 
recently reached an agreement with Malta Libraries to create an exciting 
opportunity for scholars wishing to work on the Hospitallers’ archives 
held at the National Library of Malta. According to this agreement, 
participants will receive digital copies of archival manuscripts of their 
choosing from which they can then create critical editions and translations 
to be published in this series.

The Hospitallers’ archives contain a wealth of information on topics 
as diverse as Mediterranean diplomacy, the built environment, maritime 
history, slavery, interfaith relations, artwork, religious observance and 
spirituality, warfare, etc. In scope the archive contains material from the 
twelfth to the early nineteenth centuries, including information on other 
religious and military orders. The material ranges from charters to letters, 
from land surveys to proofs of nobility, from financial accounts to treatises 
on various aspects of the order’s operation, and many others. For a brief 
description of the various sources that make up the Archives of the Order 
of Malta please go to:

https://hmml.org/collections/repositories/malta/national-library-of-
malta/ 

If you would like to find out more, please contact the editorial team (see 
below). You will then be asked to complete a book proposal form and, if 
successful, you will be sent a digitised copy of your selected text(s).

The editorial team are also open to prospective PhD students who may 
wish to work on the Hospitaller archives as part of a doctoral project, with 
their project culminating either in a critical edition and translation and/or 
an analytical study.

For more information please contact:
Dr Emanuel Buttigieg emanuel.buttigieg@um.edu.mt
Dr Nicholas Morton nicholas.morton@ntu.ac.uk
Professor Jochen Burgtorf jburgtorf@fullerton.edu

Dr Emanuel Buttigieg
Member, SNR

Research Project
British Sea Service Cutlass 

Greetings from the Heritage Arms Society Inc.
The Heritage Arms Society is the society for people who 

are interested in military history and collecting antique 
arms and related items. The society focuses on military 
and civilian arms and accoutrements over 100 years old, 
including firearms, edged weapons, medals, armour, helmets, 
uniforms, badges and accoutrements, etc. While we are 
based in Adelaide, Australia, our membership is global and 

interstate and overseas members also engage in society activities via virtual 
participation each month in our magazine and/or website. Our aim is to 

https://hmml.org/collections/repositories/malta/national-library-of-malta/
https://hmml.org/collections/repositories/malta/national-library-of-malta/
mailto:emanuel.buttigieg@um.edu.mt
mailto:nicholas.morton@ntu.ac.uk
mailto:jburgtorf@fullerton.edu
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be the most proactive and educational collecting group in the world and 
support and encourage research activities by both our experienced and 
novice collecting members.

The Project
A growing team including myself, have embarked on this project to 
catalogue every available example of British Sea Service cutlass, cutlass 
bayonets, naval pioneer swords, naval machetes, lead cutters and single 
sticks for cutlass training. We are attempting to capture and record in 
chronological order official patterns, experimental, transitional, and 
official conversions and then provide an illustrated table as a guide for 
collectors.

At this stage the project involves photographing, measuring, and 
weighing as many examples as possible, and if you would like to participate 
attached is the most current information template kindly updated by John 
McGrath, which includes a measurement guide, and a sample of a finalized 
photographic record. We are also particularly interested in unusual 
examples as well as known patterns and variations.

For full details of this project, please go to
https://heritagearmssa.com/current-global-research-project/ 
Attached is also a link to a complimentary copy of the Society’s monthly 

magazine, Barrels and Blades.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vYmO3epz1ZH7MmfenblpZ25yA5

LsTRJa/view?usp=sharing
Cathey Brimage

Secretary and Public Officer, Heritage Arms Inc

PhD Opportunity
HMS ‘Victory’ and the ‘Mary Rose’: 

Comparative Conservation Strategies for the Preservation of 
Neighbouring Historic Warships

The Mary Rose and HMS Victory are arguably the two most important 
historic warships in the UK, and both face multiple challenges in terms of 
their conservation. This PhD project will investigate the preservation state 
of the oak timbers on the ships and explore how the different environments 
and conservation treatments they have experienced have altered the initial 
materials and their chemical, biological and mechanical properties. How 
do the findings influence the ships respective long-term conservation 
management strategies?

The project will further investigate how the different wood preservation 
states and the impact of conservation treatments on the timbers can be 
recorded visually for dissemination through museum websites and visitor 
attractions. 

This is a fully funded, three-year opportunity
For further details go to https://www.cranfield.ac.uk/research/phd/

hms-victory-and-the-mary-rose-comparative-conservation-strategies 

https://heritagearmssa.com/current-global-research-project/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vYmO3epz1ZH7MmfenblpZ25yA5LsTRJa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vYmO3epz1ZH7MmfenblpZ25yA5LsTRJa/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cranfield.ac.uk/research/phd/hms-victory-and-the-mary-rose-comparative-conservation-strategies
https://www.cranfield.ac.uk/research/phd/hms-victory-and-the-mary-rose-comparative-conservation-strategies
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Calls for Papers
New Researchers in Maritime History Conference 2022

8/9 April 2022, Chatham Dockyard, 
The British Commission for Maritime History (BCMH), in association 
with the Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust, invites contributions to 
its twenty-seventh conference for new researchers. For 400 years the 
dockyard provided new ships and repair facilities for the Royal Navy, 
from sailing warships, steam warships to submarines. It is a wonderful 
location in which to hold this annual conference and provides a unique 
opportunity for new scholars to present their work in a historic setting. 

The conference, which is supported by the Society for Nautical Research, 
helps emerging scholars who wish to share their work in a supportive 
environment and build relations with other maritime historians. We 
encourage applications from postgraduate students and warmly encourage 
participation by independent scholars. Contributions can address all 
aspects of maritime history in its broadest sense. 

Those wishing to offer a paper should complete the online form available 
from https://forms.gle/EDkdT5xt5SrQKT4F6 or from the website www.
maritimehistory.org.uk 

Please direct any queries to newresearchers@maritimehistory.org.uk 
The deadline is 25 February 2022 
Anyone interested in attending the conference without presenting a 

paper is also warmly invited to register an interest; further information 
will be sent to you in due course. 

Dockyards as Nodes of Naval Architecture, Maritime 
Traditions and Cultural Heritage

25th Annual Conference ofthe 
Naval Dockyards Society, sponsored by the 

Society for Nautical Research

Thursday 9–Saturday 11 June 2022, National Museum of the Royal 
Navy, Portsmouth 

The keynote speakers will be Sir Neil Cossons OBE FSA and Professor 
Andrew Lambert FKC.

This Three-day international conference will examine one topic each 
day. Submissions are invited on new research or a new interpretation of 
the following themes: 

Building a Warship
Dockyards as Heritage
Dockyards as global hubs and regional centres of maritime culture

Specialist behind-the-scenes archive and dockyard visits will be available.
Full details can be found at:
https://navaldockyardssociety.files.wordpress.com/2022/01/cfp-
portsmouth-conference-2022.pdf 
Closing date 21 February 2022
Enquiries to Ann Coats avcoatsndschair@gmail.com 

https://forms.gle/EDkdT5xt5SrQKT4F6
https://navaldockyardssociety.files.wordpress.com/2022/01/cfp-portsmouth-conference-2022.pdf
https://navaldockyardssociety.files.wordpress.com/2022/01/cfp-portsmouth-conference-2022.pdf
mailto:avcoatsndschair@gmail.com


Topmasts no. 41

31

Appalling Ocean, Verdant Land

29 September–1 October, Nord University, Bodø, Norway
The 2022 ASANOR (American Studies Association of Norway) conference 
will be held at Nord University, Bodø, Norway from September 29 to 
October 1. We welcome papers from a wide range of fields, including 
literature, history, political science, linguistics, and cultural studies, that 
explore the role of the sea in the American experience.

From the Puritans landing at Plymouth Rock to the digital nomads 
stopping over in San Francisco, the multifarious interchange across the 
seas has, for better or worse, shaped the nation; whether through the 
unspeakable horrors of the Middle Passage or the grateful arrival of 
‘huddled masses yearning to breathe free’, the ceaseless, multidirectional 
traffic of people, ideas, values, expressions, aesthetics, and wares has defined 
and ceaselessly redefined what we think of as American. This process is 
sometimes slow and gradual, sometimes radical, but whether through 
generations of involvement with economic and cultural energies or a 
lightning extension to the imaginative landscape, the importance of the sea 
to the consolidation of the United States would be hard to overestimate.

For more details see https://blogg.nord.no/asanor2022/  

Conferences
The Merchant Navy and the Royal Navy: 

Brothers (and Sisters) in Arms

30 March 2022
Maritime History North, in conjunction with the Society for Nautical 
Research, South Shields Marine College and Trinity House Charitable 
Committee present their spring 2022 conference.

0900 Registration and tea/coffee
0930 Opening Address and Welcome 

 Lt Cdr Alison Telfer RD RNR
0940 Overview: The history and links between the RN and the MN 

 Capt. David Carter MN RNR
1005 Captain John Bover: The Impress System on Tyneside 

 Dr Tony Barrow
1045 Tea and coffee break
1115 A short history of Marine Classification 

 Lt Cdr Tony Muncer RD MNM RNR
1130 The Royal Fleet Auxiliary RFA tbc
1215 Lunch
1315 War and Conflict: The Merchant Navy Contribution 

 Lt Cdr Alison Telfer RD RNR

https://blogg.nord.no/asanor2022/
https://blogg.nord.no/asanor2022/
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1340 The Falklands Conflict 
 Dr Scott Lindgren

1400 A Career at Sea in a Different Era 
 Ian Duckett

1415 The Corfu Channel Incident 
 Trevor Douglas

1445 The Mariners Challenges today and the response 
 Capt. Dave Bancroft MNM MN

1515 College History and Founding Values 
 Simon Ashton (Principal)

1545 Conclusion and Thanks 
 Captain Bob Eddleston OBE RD* RNR

Q&A session with tea and coffee.
Please be aware that, as several of the speakers are operational, last-
minute changes may have to be made but fundamentally the programme 
will operate as indicated.

Ninth International Conference on Maritime Transport

27–29 June 2022, Barcelona
Sea transport of goods and passengers is constantly undergoing a meaningful 
rise due to the globalization of economy, thus provoking a trade speeding 
up and the specialization of ships and port terminals, with the support of 
the concept of comodality and its environmental face ecomodality.

The MT’22 Conference should be attended by researchers, scientists, 
academics, professionals, entrepreneurs, and all people involved in 
shipping and also in maritime training from any country. In its 2022 
edition, administrations, institutions and companies will find a forum to 
meet, to exchange and to discuss their own achievements.

Further details will be published in due course at https://revistes.upc.
edu/index.php/MT/program 

Exhibitions
National Museum of the Royal Navy

I am writing this 100 years to the day after HMS Victory was placed in 
Dock No. 2 in Portsmouth Dockyard where she remains to this day. The 
docking marked the beginning of major conservation work, supported by 
the fundraising work of the Society for Nautical Research, who launched 
the Save the Victory Fund on Trafalgar Day 1922.

This year marks the beginning of a ten-year, £35 million restoration 
programme that will see rotting planking removed from the hull and 
replaced with new oak, giving visitors a unique opportunity to see how a 
major warship would have been repaired and refitted 200 years ago. Look 
out also for the refurbished Victory Gallery, again supported by SNR.

When they are in their home port HMS Queen Elizabeth and HMS 
Prince of Wales are near neighbours of HMS Victory, all three the state-
of-the-art warships of their day. Look out this summer for an upgraded 
Aircraft Carrier Experience at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton.

Another change at the NMRN is that Horrible Histories® Pirates 

https://revistes.upc.edu/index.php/MT/program
https://revistes.upc.edu/index.php/MT/program
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Exhibition has moved to NMRN Hartlepool, and will be open for the 
Easter holidays.

You can find full details of these events at https://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-
events/nmrn-blog/brand-new-visitor-experiences-and-future-hms-victory’s-
conservation-announced 

Nigel Blanchford 
Editor, Topmasts

Winds of Change
The history and archaeology of shipping in a shifting coastal 

environment, seen through Lloyds Register Foundation 
archives

An online CITiZAN Exhibition by Lawrence Northall
All coastal environments are shaped by change. Without erosion cliffs 
would not appear and sediments would not form into beaches, marshland 
or muddy foreshores. We also know that coastlines and sea levels shift 
over time, usually by gradual slow process but sometimes as a result of 
dramatic, sudden events. 

Never before though have coastal environments been so rapidly affected 
by human activity. As climate change is increasingly felt on a global scale, 
the consequences it is having on our coastal environments, their unique 
ecosystems, heritage and communities are accelerating.

The Coastal and Intertidal Zone Archaeological Network (CITiZAN) 
records and monitors fragile archaeology on England’s foreshores where 
stories of change are evident through various types of evidence. Ranging 
from lost settlements and submerged forests to changing natural resources 
and their associated industries, CITiZAN shows that change is at the heart 
of our coastal heritage. 

 The Lloyd’s Register Foundation was founded as the first classification 
society in 1760 in order to survey ships in the interest of safety. Today 
they have amassed a wealth of historic documents from their archives in an 
online Heritage & Education Centre (HEC), an invaluable resource to the 
research of projects like CITiZAN. This exhibition uses these records to 
explore the story of shipping and the archaeology it leaves behind, through 
a lens of coastal and environmental change.
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/cc91854626cb43ba882db5e057a74538

North Sea Crossings:
Anglo-Dutch Books and the Adventures of Reynard the Fox

3 December 2021–18 April 2022, ST Lee Gallery, Weston Library, 
Bodlean Library, Oxford, free admission

North Sea Crossings tells the story 
of Anglo-Dutch exchanges through 
beautiful medieval manuscripts, early 
prints, maps, animal stories and other 
treasures from the Bodleian’s collections.

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/nmrn-blog/brand-new-visitor-experiences-and-future-hms-victory’s-conservation-announced
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/nmrn-blog/brand-new-visitor-experiences-and-future-hms-victory’s-conservation-announced
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/news-events/nmrn-blog/brand-new-visitor-experiences-and-future-hms-victory’s-conservation-announced
https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/cc91854626cb43ba882db5e057a74538
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For centuries the North Sea has been a highway connecting Britain with 
its Dutch neighbours, a mere 33 kilometres away at its closest point.

Focusing on the period from the Norman Conquest in 1066 to the 
Glorious Revolution of 1688, this exhibition will explore how exchanges 
between England and the Netherlands have shaped literature, book 
production and institutions such as the Bodleian itself, on either side of 
the North Sea. It also tells the story of a very crafty Dutch visitor, Reynard 
the Fox.

In the aftermath of Britain’s exit from the European Union, this 
exhibition on the long history of Anglo-Dutch relations has much to tell 
us about the benefits of international collaboration today.

Chatham Historic Dockyard
Diving Deep: HMS Invincible 1744

In partnership with the National Museum of the Royal Navy
Join us this year to explore our new, immersive exhibition showcasing 
objects and findings from the ‘Diving Deep: HMS Invincible’ archaeological 
excavation.

The exhibition tells the story of the amazing Invincible, her capture, the 
contribution she made to the British Royal Navy and ship design and her 
subsequent sinking and rediscovery by a local fisherman, Arthur Mack, 
nearly 200 years later.

Entry to the exhibition is included in your admission ticket to the 
dockyard.

National Maritime Museum Cornwall
Memories of Falmouth

Memories of Falmouth is 
a brand new exhibition 
of photography and film 
taken of Falmouth between 
1934 and 1981, providing a 
fascinating insight into the 
town during this time.

The exhibition brings 
together two of the museum’s 
finest collections, the Weller 
collection, a collection of 
over 600 photographic 

negatives, and the Goodyear and Black archive of cine film.
The Weller collection is one of NMMC’s most important collections 

showing shipping in Falmouth from 1934 to 1981. David Weller and 
his son, also called David, took these images during a series of summer 
holidays spent in Falmouth. This is a wonderful collection showing the 
transition from sail to engine powered vessels, the developments within 
Falmouth Docks and Harbour and the changing face of the town.

An additional part of the exhibition is the Goodyear and Black archive 
of cine film, filmed between 1939 and 1966. The Goodyear family spent 
their summer holidays in Falmouth and the local area, visiting family 
members and seeing the sights.
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Confusing Shadow with Substance
Scottish Maritime Museum Irvine

Until Sunday 20 February 2022
Confusing Shadow with Substance is a collaborative project between artists 
Janette Kerr and Jo Millett, exploring aspects of Shetland’s relationship 
with the sea and the past. The project investigates the traces – tangible and 
intangible – of the once thriving fishing station at Stenness, Northmavine, 
Shetland, where hundreds of men worked and lived for the summer 
months in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The resulting three 
screen video and sound installation, looping continuously with images 
and sounds creating spatial and temporal connections and disjunctures 
will navigate between distance and nearness, permanence and transience.

This marks the start of the Confusing shadow with substance national 
tour. Be sure to visit this immersive piece which will be show alongside 
artworks from the Scottish Martime Museums collection. The paintings 
have been selected in collaboration with Kerr and Millett as they evoke the 
atmosphere of coastal life in working harbours and fishing villages around 
Scotland.

Fighting Talk:
One Boy’s Journey from Abandonment to Trafalgar

To 27 February 2022, the Foundling Museum, Brunswick 
Square, London
The battle of Trafalgar, it might sound familiar. What won’t 
is the voice of eighteenth-century foundling and sailor 
George King, whose first-hand account of the battle we are 
sharing for the first time in our exhibition, Fighting Talk: 
One Boy’s Journey from Abandonment to Trafalgar.

You won’t have heard of George King before, but 
you should have. His life, with its ups and downs, reads like the pages 
of a novel. And thanks to his foresight in writing his story down you’ll 
uncover his tales of being press-ganged into the navy, surviving brutal and 
bloody battles, meeting enslaved people in South Carolina and letting his 
hair down at the theatre in London’s West End.

For more information go to https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/events/
fighting-talk-one-boys-journey-from-abandonment-to-trafalgar/ 

Tickets: Adults £10.50 (with Gift Aid), Concessions £8.25 (with Gift 
Aid), free for 21 and under, Foundling Friends, National Art Pass holders 
and Defence Discount cardholders.

Book now!
Also,

Ship’s Tack

In Ship’s Tack, Ingrid Pollard brings together fragile ceramic sculptures 
and prints of paper boats, with new textile works. The new pieces feature 
images of the unique handwritten autobiography of George King, the 
subject of our Fighting Talk exhibition.
https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/events/ships-tack/ 

https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/events/fighting-talk-one-boys-journey-from-abandonment-to-trafalgar/
https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/events/fighting-talk-one-boys-journey-from-abandonment-to-trafalgar/
https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/support/membership/friends/
https://www.artfund.org/
https://the-foundling-museum.arttickets.org.uk/the-foundling-museum/2021-09-27-general-admissions-fighting-talk
https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/events/fighting-talk-one-boys-journey-from-abandonment-to-trafalgar/
https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/events/ships-tack/
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Live Panel Discussion 
Sounds and Warships

25 February 2022, 1900, doors open 1815
Learn about the soundscapes of warships with Dr Elin Jones and Dr 
Lucy Walker. Elin has published on shipboard soundscapes and maritime 
labour, arguing that the muttering, cheering and hissing of ordinary seamen 
formed a distinct culture of sonic protest at sea. Lucy is a specialist in the 
music of Benjamin Britten who wrote the opera Billy Budd, about mutiny 
in the navy in the 1790s.

In association with Centre for Maritime Historical Studies, University 
of Exeter.
£10, £8 concessions & Foundling Friends Book now
https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/events/sounds-warships/

Lectures
SNR Virtual Winter Lecture Series 2021/2

The Society is pleased to announce further Winter Lectures offered 
exclusively to members of the SNR. This is a trial activity designed to 
provide you with greater benefit from your membership and it is hoped 
that we will be able to develop it further.

16 February 2022 The First Atlantic Liner Dr Helen Doe   
 The Great Western is the first and the least known of Brunel’s three ships. 

However, this paddle steamer was his first great success. Launched in 
1837 it confounded the critics to be the fastest ship to steam continuously 
across the Atlantic. It connected Bristol/Liverpool and New York and 
began the era of luxury transatlantic liners. It was the Concorde of its era 
and carried the rich and the famous and those in a hurry 

16 March The Sea’s Capricious Fury: Writing the history of ocean steam 
navigation Professor. Crosbie Smith 

 Ask a discerning audience of 100 people to name a famous author of any 
sea story involving a merchant steamer – and the answers might well 
include Joseph Conrad for Typhoon and Lord Jim published around 1900. 
This talk revisits Typhoon. Few writers have captured so profoundly the 
character of the sea as Conrad, himself a former master mariner in sail 
with experience principally in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. 

A Lecture to Mark the Centenary of the Save the Victory Fund
13 April Saving Victory: The Society for Nautical Research, Admiral 

Sir Doveton Sturdee and the Creation of the ‘Save the Victory’ Fund 
 David Davies, Chairman, SNR

 By the early 1920s the dire condition of HMS Victory was a matter of 
serious concern, but the Admiralty, faced with swingeing Treasury cuts, 
could find no money to restore the ship. For a time her very survival was 
in doubt, despite the airing of a number of sometimes surreal proposals 

https://the-foundling-museum.arttickets.org.uk/the-foundling-museum/2022-02-25-live-panel-discussion-sounds-warships
https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/events/sounds-warships/
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for her long-term preservation. In 1921, though, the first president of 
SNR, the Marquess of Milford Haven (the erstwhile Prince Louis of 
Battenberg) launched a campaign to save her, and in January 1922 the 
ship was taken into dry dock. 

  This talk, based on archives not used in previous accounts of the 
events, will shed new light on the process by which our society saved 
HMS Victory for the nation.

How to book your place
Places for the lecture are limited to members only and full details can be 
viewed and lectures booked on our new Members Events page.

Maritime History and Culture Seminars
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich

22 February English and French navies, 1500–1650 Dr Benjamin 
Redding will be comparing the two navies. This seminar will draw on 
research from his new book, to be published next month.

22 March Shakespeare and the Sea Dr Laurence Publicover
 Back by popular demand, we have another seminar about connections 

between Shakespeare and the sea which will discuss a performance of 
Hamlet said to have taken place aboard an East India Company ship 
off Sierra Leone in 1607. He will be joined by Ben Prusiner and Rex 
Obano, who are working on a new play exploring this event.

All seminars will take place online, via Zoom. They are free and there is no 
need to book (just click on the ‘Join the event’ button on the day). Please 
see our MHCS homepage for new seminars and updates: www.rmg.co.uk/
whats-on/maritime-history-culture-seminars

4 February Doing Maritime History Research Online, RMG will be 
supporting an online workshop, organized by the British Commission 
for Maritime History. This ticketed event will feature historians, curators 
and archivists discussing the challenges and opportunities associated 
with doing maritime history research in the digital age.

 bcmh.iteracy.com/lectures/workshop/

The King’s Maritime History Seminars Spring 2022
10 February 2022 A Preliminary Investigation of Royal Navy Officer 

Professional Networks after 1673 Sam McLean, Global Maritime 
History (Note: this seminar will be delivered remotely, from Canada, 
though it may still be attended in person at King’s)

24 February Brazil and the ZOPACAS (1986–2013): Brazilian diplomatic 
and defence relations in the South Atlantic Maísa Edwards, University 
of Sao Paulo / KCL

10 March Facing Unlimited War: Strategic evolution and cultural 
transformation, 1795–8 Rachel Blackman-Rogers, King’s College 
London

https://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/online/grandeur-crown-english-french-navies-1500-1650
https://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/online/performing-shakespeares-hamlet-sea-east-india-company-ships-sierra-leone-1607
https://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/maritime-history-culture-seminars
https://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/maritime-history-culture-seminars
https://bcmh.iteracy.com/lectures/workshop/
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21 April An Explosion Heard Across Ireland: The Whiddy Island 
Disaster, 1979 Lee Coppack, Independent Researcher

5 May The Creation of UK Ministry of Defence and the US Department 
of Defense: Power, politics and agenda, a new history James W. E. 
Smith, King’s College London

19 May Sex and Drink and Rock and Roll: The sea shanty in its economic, 
social, and cultural context Roy Fenton, BCMH/Ships in Focus

All seminars begin at 17:15 GMT. As always, attendance is free and open 
to all. No matter how you choose to attend (online or in person), you 
must register, in advance, via the event listing here: https://www.kcl.ac.uk/
security-studies/events . You will receive, by email, a link to the seminar 
on Zoom.

If you choose to attend in person, the seminars will be held in the usual 
room, K6.07 (the newly re-named the ‘Dockrill Room’). We would ask all 
attendees to ensure that they have a negative COVID-19 test no more than 
48 hours before the event. Please do not attend if you are feeling unwell 
or have symptoms associated with COVID-19. Adhere to the one-way 
system in place in the college, and we encourage you to use face coverings 
whilst moving around the building.

The King’s Maritime History Seminar is hosted by the ‘Laughton Naval 
Unit’ and the ‘Sir Michael Howard Centre for the History of War’ in the 
Department of War Studies, King’s College London. It is organized by the 
British Commission for Maritime History (www.maritimehistory.org.uk) 
in association with the Society for Nautical Research (https://snr.org.uk/) 
and with the support of Lloyds Register. For further information contact 
Dr Alan James, War Studies, KCL, WC2R 2LS (alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk).

University of Hull Public Maritime History Lectures
The 2021–22 public lecture series continues with a number of exciting 
speakers in the next three months. The programme will be online, and this 
page will be updated with links to the lectures as they become available.

7 February 2022 Guarding the gateway to the Kingdom the coastal 
defences of Kent in the early modern period Chris Ware, University 
of Greenwich

7 March Subject TBC Maria Fusaro, University of Exeter

Details of future lectures and links to each lecture can be found at
https://blaydesmaritime.hull.ac.uk/2022/01/05/public-maritime-history-

lectures/ 

Centre for Maritime Historical Studies, Exeter University
Seminar Programme, Spring Term 2022

9 February 2022 Fathoming the Deep: Navigation, the seabed, and early 
modern English tragedy Laurence Publicover, University of Bristol

 Joint seminar with the Centre for Early Modern Studies, 5 p.m., Forum 
Seminar Room 10. Also online.

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/security-studies/events
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/security-studies/events
http://www.maritimehistory.org.uk/
https://snr.org.uk/
mailto:alan.2.james@kcl.ac.uk
https://blaydesmaritime.hull.ac.uk/2022/01/05/public-maritime-history-lectures/
https://blaydesmaritime.hull.ac.uk/2022/01/05/public-maritime-history-lectures/
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23 February 2022 These Strictly Honest Guards: Theft and the Marines 
in the Admiralty courts-martial, 1755–79 Lee-Jane Giles, University 
of Plymouth. 5 p.m., online.

9 March 2022 No more parades? Navy weeks, naval theatre, and popular 
navalism, 1927–38 Rowan Thompson, Institute of Historical Research 
Joint seminar with the Centre for the Histories of Violence and Conflict, 
5 p.m., Forum Seminar Room 10. Also online.

23 March 2022 Aquatic Culture and the African Diaspora Kevin 
Dawson, University of California, Merced. 5 p.m., online.

Please contact Dr James Davey (j.davey3@exeter.ac.uk) to be added to the 
invitation list.

SNR South Lecture Programme 2022
12 February Mauretania: Queen of the Oceans David Hutchings  
 The Doreen Hobbs Memorial Lecture:

12 March Admiral Lord Gambier: The write-off with a remarkable 
record Richard Blake

9 April The K Class Submarine Noel Stimson  

14 May The Kronstadt Raid 1919 Ron Linn  

All meetings will be held at 2 p.m. in the Royal Naval Club & Royal 
Albert Yacht Club, 17 Pembroke Road, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2NT Bar 
Lunches are available in the Upper Bar from Noon. All-day parking for 
£2 is available in the University car park in St Thomas’s Street, off the 
Cambridge Road roundabout, a 10-minute walk to the Club. 

Enquiries and visits/bookings, telephone 02392 831461

Podcasts
The Mariner’s Mirror Podcast

‘The Mariner’s Mirror ‘Podcast, supported by SNR and the Lloyds Register 
Foundation continues to go from strength to strength. With one foot in the 
present and one in the past, the podcast brings you the most exciting and 
interesting current maritime projects worldwide, including excavations of 
shipwrecks; the restoration of historic ships; sailing classic yachts and tall 
ships; unprecedented behind the scenes access to exhibitions; museums and 
archives worldwide; primary sources and accounts that bring the maritime 
past alive as never before. The podcast is presented by Dr Sam Willis, well 
known for presenting many history programmes on television. 

Recent editions have included The Titanic with Don Lynch; The UK’s 
Historic Ships and HMS ‘Medusa’ with Hannah Cunliffe; Pearl Harbor with 
Mark Stille; and Iconic Ships 13: ‘Thermopylae’ with Captain Peter King.

For ‘The Mariner’s Mirror’ Podcast go to https://play.acast.com/s/the- 
mariners-mirror-podcast 
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New Books by Members
Captain Jeremy Stocker Architects of Continental 
Seapower: Comparing Tirpitz and Gorshkov Routledge £96

This book describes and analyses two iconic figures in 
twentieth-century naval history: the German Admiral Alfred 
von Tirpitz and the Russian Admiral Sergei Gorshkov.

It examines the men, what they thought and wrote 
about seapower, the fleets they created and the strategic 
consequences of what they did. More broadly, it draws on the 
respective histories of the post-1897 Imperial German navy 
and the post-1956 Soviet Navy to examine the continental 
bid for large-scale seapower. The work argues that both 

individuals built navies that did not, and could not, fulfil the objectives 
for which they were created. Drawing on the legacies of both men, the 
book also develops some wider ideas about the creation of large navies by 
continental states, with cautionary lessons for today’s emerging powers, 
India and China. Both admirals have received book-length biographies, 
but this is the first attempt at a comparative study and the first to draw 
broader strategic lessons from their respective attempts as continental 
navalists to challenge maritime states.

This book will be of much interest to students of naval history, strategic 
studies and international relations.

Brian Lavery Anson’s Navy, Building a Fleet for Empire 
1744 to 1763 Seaforth Publishing £40

Despite a supreme belief in itself, the Royal Navy of the 
early eighteenth century was becoming over-confident and 
outdated, and it had more than its share of disasters and 
miscarriages including the devastating sickness in Admiral 
Hosier’s fleet in 1727; failure at Cartagena, and an embarrassing 
action off Toulon in 1744. Anson’s great circum navigation, 

though presented as a triumph, was achieved at huge cost in ships and 
lives. And in 1756 Admiral Byng was shot after failure off Minorca. In 
this new book, the bestselling author Brian Lavery shows how, through 
reforms and the determined focus of a number of personalities, that navy 
was transformed in the middle years of the eighteenth century. The tide 
had already begun to turn with victories off Cape Finisterre in 1747, and in 
1759 the navy played a vital part in the ‘year of victories’ with triumphs at 
Lagos and Quiberon Bay; and it conducted amphibious oper ations as far 
afield as Cuba and the Philippines, and took Quebec. The author explains 
how it was fundamentally transformed from the amateurish, corrupt and 
complacent force of the previous decades. He describes how it acquired 
uniforms and a definite rank structure for officers; and developed new ship 
types such as the 74 and the frigate. It instigated a more efficient (if equally 
brutal) method of recruiting seamen and boosted morale and motiv ation 
and a far more aggressive style of fighting. The coppering of ships’ hulls 
and the solving of the problems associated with longitude and scurvy, were 
also hugely significant steps. Much of this transformation was due to the 
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forceful if enigmatic personality of George, Lord Anson. In a largely static 
society, he changed the navy so that it was fit for purpose, and in readiness 
for Nelson just decades later. Using a mass of archival evidence and a mix 
of official reports and personal reminiscences, this book offers a fascinating 
and engrossing analysis of all these far-reaching reforms, which in turn led 
to the radical transformation of Britain’s navy into a truly global force. The 
consequential effect on the world’s history would be huge.

Derek Nudd Castaweays in Question: A story of British 
Naval interrogators from WW1 to denazification Cottage 
Grove Editions £12.99

Vivian Brandon and Bernard Trench were arrested for 
spying during a semi-official tour of the Frisian Islands in 
1910. They came home two years later speaking German 
fluently, knowing the methods used by their future enemies, 
and with no love of life behind bars. By early 1915 Brandon 
was running Intelligence Division’s German section and 
developing standard techniques for handling and questioning 
captives. The processes he and Trench evolved over the next 

three years informed the uniquely successful Combined Services Detailed 
Interrogation Centres (CSDIC) in the Second World War. Here we follow 
the naval interrogators’ growing confidence and expertise from their 
pioneering first steps in the First World War to their role in dismantling 
one of the most vicious regimes the planet has ever seen.

Howard J Fuller Turret versus Broadside, An anatomy 
of British Naval Prestige, Revolution and Disaster, 1860-
1870 Helion and Company £25.51

On the 150th anniversary of the capsizing of Britain’s 
low-freeboard yet fully masted ironclad, HMS Captain, 
this widely-researched, intensive analysis of the great 
‘Turret vs. Broadside’ debate sheds new light on how 
the most well-funded and professional navy in the world 
at the height of its power could nevertheless build an 
‘inherently unstable’ capital ship.

Utilizing an impressive array of government reports, 
contemporary periodicals, and unpublished personal 

papers this definitive study crucially provides for the first time both a 
long-term and international context. The 1860s was a pivotal decade in 
the evolution of British national identity as well as warship design. Nor 
were these two elements mutually exclusive. 1860 began gloriously with 
the launch of Britain’s first ocean-going ironclad, HMS Warrior, but 
1870 ended badly with the captain. Along the way, British public and 
political faith in the supremacy of the Royal Navy was not reaffirmed 
as some histories suggest, but wavered. The growing emphasis upon 
new technologies including ever heavier guns and thicker armour plating 
for men-of-war was not ‘decisive’ but divisive, as pressure mounted to 
somehow combine the range of Warrior with the unique protection and 
hitting power of American monitor-ironclads of the Civil War. As the 
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geopolitical debate over rival ironclad proposals intensified, aggressively-
minded Prime Minister Lord Palmerston gradually adopted a non-
interventionist foreign policy which surprised his contemporaries.

Turret versus Broadside traces the previously unexplored connection 
between an increasingly schizophrenic Admiralty for and against the 
Captain, for example, and sabre-rattling mid-Victorians sinking into an 
era of ‘Splendid Isolation’.

Society for Nautical Research
Membership Report 1 October 2021 to 31 December 2021

New Members for years 2020 and 2021
2020 Full Members 141
 Students 41
2021: Full Members 122
 Students 37

Full Members
Keith McLay Derby
David Lewis Musselburgh, East Lothian
Harry Harris Livingston, West Lothian
Panagiotis Theofanous Deryneia, Cyprus
Jeremy Coote Oxford
Benjamin fraser Jersey, Channel islands
John Knight Warrington, Cheshire
Jeanne Willoz-Egnor Virginia, USA
Paul Flint Windermere, Cumbria
Jonathan Bell Newton Abbot, Devon
William Dobson Romsey, Hampshire
Steve Wright Orangevale, California, USA
Anders Ahslund Västra, Frölunde, Sweden
David Collins Bournemouth, Dorset
Joe Davey Dinedor, Herefordshire
Pierre Le Bot Seine-et-Marne, France
John Willans Hastings, East Sussex
Wendy Jones Dundee, Scotland
James Seth Washington, USA
Paul Deutsch Haifa, Israel
Russell Ball New York, USA
William Wooten Houston, Texas
Eoin Asker Mona Vale, New South Wales, Australia
Matthew Biggs Harrow, Middlesex
David Ingram Waltham Abbey, Essex
Kerry Walton Briarwood, New York, USA
Robert Streeter West Byfleet, Surrey

Students
Tom Cope Scopwick, Lincolnshire
Wanda Machin Auchenmaig, Dumfries & Galloway
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Martin Salazar Echevarria Madrid, Spain
Ben Batchelor Southampton, Hampshire
Jane Lowes Seaham, Durham
David Isserman Liverpool, Lancashire
Edmund Gore Groningen, Netherlands
David Richardson Radwinter, Essex
Shoya Fugetsu Kyoto, Japan
Vanessa Maitland Western Cape, South Africa
Simon Cerf London
Zhaopang Li Nanjing, China
Steven Morris Willington, Bedford
Stephanie Mertel Hamburg, Germany

Reported Deaths
Michael Tapper Kings Lynn, Norfolk

Of these, 18 new full members and 8 new student members joined in 
November and December, so were not asked to pay a subscription for 
2021.
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