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Chairman’s Column
It is with deep regret that I have to inform you that Admiral Sir Kenneth 
Eaton, our President and former Chairman, died on 20 July 2022. He 
had been ill for some months. A full obituary will be published in the 
November edition of The Mariner’s Mirror.



In my last column I referred to the centenary in October of the Save the 
Victory Fund and to the event the society is planning to commemorate it. 
This will take place on Saturday 22 October at the National Museum of 
the Royal Navy and will consist of a reception / buffet lunch and a varied 
programme of tours and talks, the latter coming from Andrew Baines, 
deputy director of the museum and curator of the ship, and myself. My 
talk will focus on the society’s second president, Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
Doveton Sturdee, and his part in the establishment and eventual success of 
the fund. Despite achieving fame as the victor of the battle of the Falkland 
Islands in 1914, Sturdee is a somewhat neglected figure in the SNR’s 
history, having served for only three years between the tenures of two 
much more ‘stellar’ figures, our first president, Louis, Marquess of Milford 
Haven (the former Prince Louis of Battenberg), and our third, Earl Beatty, 
but it is clear from his papers in Churchill College, Cambridge, that he 
played an absolutely pivotal role in launching and publicizing the fund. 
The papers in his archive, the Admiralty papers at Kew and in our own 
archive at Greenwich also reveal the extraordinary ‘might have beens’ in 
the story of Victory’s restoration: the proposal that she could be hauled 
ashore on the Isle of Dogs, opposite what is now the Old Royal Naval 
College, or else installed in Trafalgar Square as a ‘naval cenotaph’; a project 
to take her under tow to be refitted at Birkenhead, a scheme rejected by 
the Admiralty because of the real fear that the great ship would sink en 
route; and so on. The commemorative event should be an enjoyable and 
memorable occasion, and we will be welcoming a number of VIP guests 
including Earl and Countess Howe (a previous Earl Howe inaugurated 
the restoration of Victory in 1923) and Captain John Rodgaard USN 
(Retd), chairman of the 1805 Club. I would strongly urge full and student 
members of the society to attend. Places at the event cost a very reasonable 
£25 and can be booked via Eventbrite at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
save-the-victory-fund-centenary-tickets-351069928607. 



In the May issue of Topmasts SNR member Bob Smith provided an 
excellent survey of the naval heritage of Orkney, and in this issue he gives 
an account of a pre-opening visit to the new naval museum on the island 
of Hoy. Like Bob I, too, visit Orkney often, and in July, just a few days 
after the museum opened its doors to the public, I was fortunate enough 
to visit it in the company of Nick Hewitt, SNR Council member and head 
of the museums and heritage service in Orkney. I do not want to tread on 
the toes of either Bob or Nick, but it will suffice to say that in my opinion 
the museum is simply outstanding and does full justice to the remarkable 
naval history of Scapa Flow and the Orkney Islands in general. I am 
delighted to report that it seems set fair to become ‘a very palpable hit’ – 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/save-the-victory-fund-centenary-tickets-351069928607
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/save-the-victory-fund-centenary-tickets-351069928607
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the great majority of passengers on the ferry I took across to Hoy made 
an immediate beeline for the museum, which is only a few yards from the 
terminal, and the sheer numbers wanting to visit it are currently causing 
capacity problems for the ferry company, which can only be excellent news. 
Leaving aside the history of Scapa Flow, the maritime heritage of Orkney 
is astonishingly rich and varied, of interest, for example, to students of 
whaling and of Arctic exploration (Stromness was the last port of call for 
Sir John Franklin’s ill-fated Erebus and Terror, while the Hall of Clestrain, 
home of the eminent Arctic explorer John Rae, is now being restored), and 
indeed of much more modern maritime activity. Orkney is at the forefront 
of the development of wave energy in Europe, while Kirkwall is the most 
popular port of call for cruise ships visiting the UK with some 190 vessels 
docking there between March and October this year.



Nearly two years ago I made an appeal in the pages of Topmasts for 
volunteers to come forward to assist with various aspects of the society’s 
work. Although we had some response to that appeal, we are always keen to 
hear from anyone who might be interested in taking an active part in what 
we do. For example, this issue contains an appeal from Council member 
Captain Peter King for assistance with developing a new maritime research 
database, and volunteers have also been supporting our online editor Dr 
Sam Willis with the podcast and other aspects of his work. I am grateful 
to everyone who helps the society in any way whatsoever; your input is 
greatly appreciated. However, we are also looking to attract ‘new blood’ 
to a number of the more formal positions in our hierarchy. Since I made 
my original appeal we have reorganized our committee structure, with 
the former Publications Committee ‘relaunched’ as the Communications 
and Membership committee to focus more precisely on those vital aspects 
of our work, while the former Heritage and Craft Committee is now the 
Maritime Heritage Committee, its remit extended beyond historic craft to 
the likes of maritime museums and archives. Our website is being updated 
to reflect these changes. I urge members with interests or experience in the 
relevant fields, including our valued student members and forum members, 
to put themselves forward for membership of one of these committees; 
although it sometimes takes a while for a vacancy to occur, we are always 
keen to bring in new members as and when we can. Unlike our governing 
Council, membership of these committees does not actually require a 
potential member to be a full member of the society – although we would 
obviously encourage all those with maritime interests to be so! We would 
also welcome expressions of interest in places on Council or, indeed, in the 
offices of the society, particularly the posts of Hon. Treasurer and Hon. 
Secretary. If you feel that you might fit the bill then please contact Alistair 
Roach, the current Hon. Secretary, at alistair.roach@snr.org.uk. 

David Davies
Chairman, SNR

mailto:alistair.roach@snr.org.uk
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Writing for ‘Topmasts’
The newsletter of the Society for Nautical Research (SNR) has, like the 
Society itself, undergone many changes and perhaps the most significant, 
under the last editor, Barry Coombs, was to move from print to online. That 
was the key step that provided the space to start developing a magazine-
style newsletter with articles on nautical history, often shining a light into 
the less explored regions of our subject while trying never to tread on the 
toes of our internationally acclaimed Journal, The Mariner’s Mirror.

Some changes to Topmasts are being considered, for example to make 
the articles word searchable and to provide more up to date information 
about conferences, lectures and other events, but the four or five articles 
published each quarter remain the cornerstone of the magazine. For these 
we are totally dependent on you, the readers. 

The articles we are seeking for Topmasts are not accounts of the big 
events of history, the well-known sea battles or the coming of steam, or 
the development of world-wide trade, but some of the lesser-known parts 
of our fascinating subject. Looking back over the last few editions we have,

• who would have thought that a humble dredger would have the hull 
shape of a clipper?

• why did Nantucket try to negotiate its own terms with the Royal 
Navy in the War of 1812?

• a personal account by a NAAFI manager of the atomic bomb tests at 
Bikini Atoll 

• a midshipman’s letter to his father about the Battle of Trafalgar
• prints of maritime Melbourne

As members of SNR we all share an interest in nautical history, and an 
article in Topmasts is a great way to share that interest with others, both 
members and other readers, and it is easy. Articles are not peer reviewed, 
so submitting them is straightforward; they are not very long, about 1,500 
words maximum; the author retains the copyright; and they should be 
submitted with illustrations (if any) as a Word file. If you are unsure about 
anything, contact me by email and we can have a chat. Writing for Topmasts 
will soon be posted on the website with additional guidance.

In this edition we recognize that the school summer holidays are 
upon us , so there is an article on Cokyn-babas and there is a round-up 
of activitiesfor children and young people at our maritime museums. In 
addition there is a letter from a midshipman to his father following the 
battle of Trafalgar; another anticipating the opening of the new Royal 
Navy Museum on Hoy, Orkney; Nicholas of the Tower; and a follow up 
on the article on the Montagu whaler published in the May edition.

I hope that there is something for you to enjoy, and that if you are not 
yet a member of SNR you will click on the Join Us link, and become a 
member of the oldest and most renowned Society devoted to all matters 
relating to nautical history.

Nigel Blanchford 
Editor, Topmasts

nigel.blanchford@icloud.com

https://snr.org.uk/become-a-member/
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Author’s note: At a recent Society committee meeting an idea was put 
forward that ‘Topmasts’ might benefit from an occasional article aimed at 
the younger generation – or at least the young at heart! Hopefully, the 
one below will capture the imagination and encourage some of that age 
group. Based on archaeological and historical research, it provides the 
information and opportunity to recreate toy boats similar to that used by 
past generations.

Cornish ‘Cokyn-Baba’
A toy boat with West Country 0rigins from over 165 years ago
Some years ago I undertook some research on toy boats from the ninth 
to the nineteenth centuries that had been found during archaeological 
excavations in north-west Europe. During the course of this work I made 
reconstructions of selected models based on archaeological excavation 
reports and also on some artefacts held in various museums. While visiting 
the St Ives Museum, in Cornwall, I came across some examples of ‘cokyn-
baba’ toy boats on display, plus the remains of one that had been found 
when a local ditch had been dug out.

These little boats date back to the early or mid-ninteenth century and 
replicas can be made from a minimum of materials for virtually no cost. 
They will keep the young, and the not so young, amused for hours and are 
ideally suited for sailing in places such as rock pools at the seaside, paddling 
pools or garden ponds. They can also be ‘de-rigged’ in seconds and be 
easily put into a pocket, handbag or stored in the glove compartment of a 
car.

The name ‘cokyn-baba’ appears to have been spelt in various other 
ways, e.g. ‘cok-an-baba’, ‘cock-an-bawba’, ‘cocken-barber’ and ‘carken-
bobber’. In Cornish it means ‘little boat’ and is derived from the old 
Celtic. These toy boats were miniature sailing models of a primitive but 
effective type made by Cornish ‘quay boys’ and young fishermen out of 
scrap materials that were to be found in the harbour or on the local rubbish 
dump. The hull was carved from an old cork fishing float, and a shard 
of roofing slate, or off-cut of a steel barrel hoop, was used for the keel. 
The ‘sails’ required no masts. They were originally chips of wood from a 
shipwright’s adze workings but later pieces of plywood, from discarded 

tea chests, were used. These wooden 
‘sails’ were inserted into knife cuts 
made diagonally across the ‘deck’ in 
both directions thus enabling the ‘sails’ 
to be set on either tack depending on 
the wind direction.

Some pictures of these toy boats, 
drawn by Robert Morton-Nance (a 
founder member of the SNR), appeared 
in The Mariner’s Mirror 3:4 published 
in 1913, together with a description 
(see figure 1) He wrote, 

Figure 1 Robert Morton-Nance’s drawing alongside 
a modern replica (Courtesy SNR)
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At St Ives the quay-boys have a far more scientific traditional boat 
that, if well made, will point up to the wind like a schooner and sail on 
any tack; and had the additional advantage that it can be hurled out 
beyond the breakers without injury. A carefully shaped hull, deep 
and narrow, is cut from half a cork float, and into a deep score below 
a ‘helling-stone’ is driven (or hoop-iron it may be in these latter 
days) forming an effective centreboard. The ‘deck’ is criss-crossed 
with the knife in two or three places and given another lengthwise 
cut at the bow. Into the diagonal cuts high-peaked lug-sails of chip 
are firmly fixed, on the desired tack, and at the bow another chip 
makes the ‘jib’. This sail plan, quite unlike that of a modern lugger, 
resembles that of the old three masted boats of long ago; but even 
more interesting is the survival on the quay-boys today, of the old 
Celtic names, firstly of his boat, which he calls a cok-an-baba, boy’s 
boat, and secondly, of the slate centreboard, which he calls the leu, 
the old Cornish for ‘rudder’.

In his Glossary of Cornish Sea Words, published in 1963, Morton-Nance 
said ‘a properly made Cokyn-Baba immediately rights itself, holds the 
wind, and as they say in the West Country, goes like a whiff’.

Eddie Murt, in his book Downlong Days: A St Ives miscellany, tells a 
similar story,

The Cokyn Baba were for sailing in the harbour or across Widden 
from the Island to the Breakwater. The materials required were 
a piece of cork, a piece of hoop iron from a barrel and a piece of 
plywood from a tea chest, alas now in short supply, but very 
plentiful in former times. Finding a cork on the tide-mark, or in the 
loft, was the start. Shaping into the shape of a boat only took a few 
minutes, cutting three crosses in the deck for the sails and a slot for 
the jib took only a few more minutes. This was followed by a slot 
for the keel of hoop-iron or slate. In former days sails were made 
from chips of wood, with top sails fitted to them, but with plywood 
being more plentiful and lighter, we always used a layer of ply. After 
assembling, the boat was thrown into a pool to test its stability. After 
any necessary adjustments she would then ‘sail like a whiff’ across 
the harbour, often followed by a punt. A variation of this boat would 
be the flat cork with two sails set in a butterfly rig. These would only 
sail with the wind, while the former could sail into it. Those with 
very sharp knives would make a boat from a piece of broom handle. 
After shaping and slotting, five or six sails were fitted according to 
the length. This was called a chip and sailer by us boys.

An original cokyn-baba, found near Newlyn, Cornwall, in 1922 is 
now in the National Maritime Museum collection (Object ID AAB0103) 
and interestingly utilizes four feathers for the sails as opposed to wood 
or ply. The ‘original’ design, as shown in Morton-Nance’s drawings, has 
also been copied by modern artists and model makers and the results have 
occasionally appeared in auctions (see figure 2).

A modern version, like the originals, could be based on the configuration 
of the old Cornish three-masted luggers. The hull can be made from a 
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decorator’s cork sanding block, 
the ‘sails’ from thin birch 
plywood and the keel can be 
cut from steel or brass – a lead 
keel is probably not acceptable 
these days if the models are to 
be played with by children! 
Based on the sanding block the 
hull is only 11 cm in length but 
these toy boats do actually sail 

and could easily be raced against each other (see figures 3 and 4). Present-
day children can also use them to relate to their counterparts of a different 
era and they could possibly be used in schools as part of the National 
Curriculum. One aspect used to be ‘How are our toys different from 
those in the past?’ and ‘How did different Victorian children use their 
spare time?’ In science they could be used to teach the concepts of density, 
buoyancy and stability.

The general principle can also be used to make other designs and it is 
fairly easy to adapt the sail plan to denote the configuration of another 
type of vessel e.g. a frigate (see figures 5 and 6). 

Figure 2 Cokyn-baba replicas sold at an 
auction house (Courtesy of Barbara Kirk 
Auctions, St Ives)

Figure 3 Unrigged and rigged modern replicas

Figure 6 Race under way – From L to R - Cutty Sark, Frigate, 
RRS Discovery, HMS Gannet and SS Great
Britain (with one missing sail!)

Figure 4 Varnished and painted ready for racing

Figure 5 Frigate and ‘Cutty Sark’ in a garden pond



Topmasts no. 43

8

Although the model being discussed is based on those from Cornwall it 
is believed that similar toys were used elsewhere. It is certainly known that 
during the early twentieth century in North Shields, Tyneside, children 
stuck butcher’s wooden skewers into cork blocks and put cardboard sails 
on, forming instant ‘galleons’ and sailed them on the large pools in St 
Mary’s Island bay. Older children attached fishhooks to these ‘boats’ and 
let them sail out to sea with about 200 feet of string attached. They were 
then pulled back in with, hopefully, a couple of codling on the hooks. As 
these little boats relied on westerly winds to take them out to sea they were 
known as ‘west wind boats’. This type of boat appears to be of similar 
design to another Cornish toy drawn by Morton-Nance which appears to 
have been used at Mousehole (see figure 7, drawing marked ‘20’).

I hope I have whetted a few appetites for people to build their own 
cokyn-baba toys and that they will be seen in numerous rock pools, etc., 
during the holidays. Just remember that the sails have only two positions, 
set either to port (left) or starboard (right) and the boat will only sail 
properly ‘reaching with wind abeam’. That means it will sail at right angles 
to the wind. Adjust the sail positions to suit both the direction of the wind 
and the direction you want the boat to sail. Place the cokyn-baba in the 
water and watch it ‘go like a whiff’ (figure 8)!

Unless otherwise stated, all illustrations are from the author’s archive
Alistair Roach

Hon Secretary, SNR

A Young Scot at Trafalgar: A tale of rediscovery

On 7 August 1911, the 17-year-old Prince of Wales, later Edward VIII, 
went aboard the battleship HMS Hindustan as a midshipman, as part of 
his naval training. The ship’s commander was Captain Henry Hervey 
Campbell, an old friend of the prince’s father, King George V, from his 
days in the navy. He was also a disciplinarian to whom unruly ‘mids’ and 
sublieutenants were sent for corrective treatment. The king appears to 
have thought him the ideal man with whom to place the heir apparent, but 
it must have been rather grim for the latter: for he was not berthed with 
other ‘mids’ of his age in the (often rowdy) gun room but only occasionally 
allowed there under supervision. Instead, he slept and ate in the captain’s 
quarters.

Figure 8 Watch it ‘go like a whiff’

Figure 7 Mousehole boat as drawn by 
Morton Nance in 1913 (Courtesy SNR)
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Honoured by the king’s confidence, and with Trafalgar Day on 21 
October approaching, Hervey sent him something of interest. When a 
youth of almost exactly Prince Edward’s age, his own grandfather, Rear-
Admiral Colin Campbell, had fought as a midshipman at Trafalgar in 1805 
in the 74-gun Defiance under Captain Philip Durham. Colin had written a 
vivid account of this to his father, Walter Campbell of Shawfield and Islay 
(1741–1816), and Henry had the original letter with him in the Hindustan; 
so he had his clerk, A. W. G. Symonds, type a transcript to send to the king 
and also let Symonds keep one of the carbon copies.

Fifty-eight years later, as Trafalgar Day 1969 approached, Symonds, 
then living in retirement in Portugal, sent his carbon copy, with a note 
of its origins, to the British consul general there. Shortly afterwards, a 
photocopy of that and Symonds’s note came into the hands of the late 
Alan Russett (see Topmasts no. 41, February 2022, 26) then working in 
Portugal. In August 2012, when he again came across them in Hampshire 
retirement, he sent a copy to me at the National Maritime Museum 
(NMM).

Colin Campbell’s account of his experience in Nelson’s final action, is 
exceptional for reasons well put by a family friend, Sir George Buchan 
Hepburn Bt, to whom his proud father immediately showed it.

I truly admire the cool and manly firmness of mind he displays . . . 
The language is clear, distinct and forcible, you see all the operations 
he describes as if passing under your eye – It is the language of 
Nature, dictated in the instant, by a sound judgement and a quick 
decisive mind. If he lives as I trust he shall, he is formed to catch the 
moment of victory, and to improve it to its utmost extent – he will 
shine in our Naval history . . . 

However, at this point my immediate questions were, had the account 
ever been published and where was the original manuscript, a hundred 
years after first typed and over 200 years after the battle? Enquiry with the 
Royal Archives quickly eliminated a possibility that the original was sent 
to George V and Roger Knight tipped me off to quotes from it in a modern 
life of Captain Durham by Hilary Rubinstein (2005). This in turn led to 
the Scottish Historical Review for 1923 (vol. 20, 117–21), in which David 
Baird Smith printed the text from another transcript acknowledging (now 
Admiral Sir) Henry Hervey Campbell as source. Clearly, the admiral’s heir 
was the next likely owner, except that he had no children, dying unmarried 
in 1933 just short of 68 years old.

That date, which is when the NMM was being formed, prompted an 
embarrassingly obvious thought: perhaps the museum already had it? A 
few keyboard taps at my office desk there produced cryptic reference to a 
small archive cache easily called up, ‘Admiral Colin Campbell, 1797 [recte 
1787]–1851. Correspondence, 1805–06, and some family letters’ (ref. 
AGC/36/2).

There was his original Trafalgar letter, another just as good about 
Defiance’s part in Admiral Sir Robert Calder’s related action of July 1805 
off Cape Finisterre, along with Sir George Hepburn’s complimentary 
note and a few other scraps. They did not arrive in 1933 but 1949, when 
deposited by Sir Henry’s solicitors as of public interest after the winding 
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up of his estate – a complex process which (for reasons now unclear) left 
open where legal title to them rests. The online catalogue entry for them 
has since then been improved.

Colin Campbell became a lieutenant after Trafalgar and saw continued 
active service until 1812 when he was made post captain. It was, in effect, 
a retirement promotion, though his last voyage was to China in 1816, 
apparently privately, as passenger in an Indiaman commanded by his 
elder brother, Walter. On the way home they called at St Helena, where 
Napoleon was already imprisoned, and learnt there of their father’s death.1 
From him Colin inherited the Ardpatrick estate in Argyll. He married in 
1827 and died there as a retired rear-admiral in 1851. His son, Captain 
James Campbell RN, was his heir and father of Sir Henry, who sold 
Ardpatrick in 1920. Sir George Hepburn’s prediction that young Colin 
would ‘shine in our Naval history’ was not really fulfilled but his account 
of its most famous day deserves to be better known. This text more closely 
follows the original MS than the 1911 or 1923 versions, retains original 
spellings and structure and corrects other slips.

H.M. Ship Defiance [,] Spithead
Decr 3d 1805

My Dearest Father,
I take the first opportunity of a Boat going onshore to write and 
inform you of our safe arrival at Spithead, and that I am alive & 
hearty after the glorious action of Traflagar [sic]. I was very sorry I 
had not an opportunity of writing to you from Gibraltar but I did 
not join the Defiance there till the Frigate that went to England was 
under weigh. I hope my Dearest Sir that you and all my dear friends 
at Woodhall [near Airdrie] are & have been quite well. I received 
that kind & affectionate letter that you all were so kind as to write to 
me the day before we sailed from Spithead and which gave me most 
sincere pleasure. I wrote a long letter to Ellie [Colin’s sister, Eleanor] 
to thank her for it but which I never had an opportunity of sending. 
I will however send it now to convince her that it was not my fault 
neglecting to answer such an affectionate letter and I now return 
you my kindest thanks for your share of it. I felt much gratified in 
knowing you approved of my letter. I shall not attempt to give you 
a description of the Action as the letters from Admiral Colingwood 
[sic] give a much better account of it than I could. I shall there [p.2] 
-fore only mention what particularly happened to our selves. We 
joined Lord Nelson, on the 6th of October off Cadiz & nothing 
particular happened untill the 19th when some of the Frigates inshore 
made the Signal that the Enemys Fleet were getting under weigh[. T]
he signal was instantly made to chase – we were then a long way off 
Cadiz and made all sail for it. We did not however expect they were 
coming out as they had often before got under weigh for a few hours. 
On the 20th the sig[na]l was made that the whole of their Fleet had 
put to sea, and that night about 11 o’clock we spoke the Pheobe [i.e. 
Phoebe, frigate] who told us that the Enemys Fleet were within 3 

1 Campbell’s journal of most of the return voyage is NMM LOG/C/19. 
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miles NE of us consisting of 33 sail of the Line[:] we were standing 
right for them and tacked directly. At daylight we saw them in a line 
to leward [sic] of us and the sig[na]l was made for a general chase[. 
W]e immediately bore up and set Studding sails on both sides below 
& aloft but it being light Winds we did not get near enough to bring 
them to action till after Noon. [A]bout 12 Lord Nelson made the 
expressive sig[na]l “England expects every Man to do his duty”[.] 
Captain Durham then turned the hands up and made a short, but 
very expressive speech to the Ships Company which was answered 
by 3 cheers.

Everything being then ready[,] Matches lit, Guns double shotted 
with Grape and round, and Decks clear we piped to dinner and had 
a good glass of Grog. 

The Royal Sovereign commenced the action by running right 
thro[ugh] their line and bringing one of their 3 deckers to close 
action. We continued running down till half past [p.3] one when we 
began firing but not before a great many shot had been fired at us 
and cut our running rigging to pieces2 [. I]n ten minutes we got close 
alongside of the Prince de Esturias [Principe de Asturias] Spanish 3 
decker and hammered away upon her within Pistol [shot] for 3/4 of 
an hour[,] when not being able to stand the little Defiance any longer, 
she bore up before the wind and ran to leeward[. W]hen we got her 
stern to us we raked her nobly with plenty of grape & Canister[. T]
he slaughter onboard of her must have been very great[;] she ran 
to leeward and never renewed the Action again[. S]he only killed 
one man onboard of us[.] The whole of her shot went through our 
rigging, and over our Mast heads – they fired so high that they shot 
away our Main Top-gallant truck . [E]very one of our shot told 
upon her and made the Splinters fly. While engaging her we had a 
Frenchman [the Aigle] playing away on our bow so we ran alongside 
of her and at 3h 10m lashed ourselves to her where we had it pretty 
hot till finding we had silenced her guns.

We boarded her [and] took possession of her Poop & Forecastle. 
[O]ne of our men run to her Mast head[,] hauled down the French 
pendant and hoisted an English Ensign & pendant but her Men still 
keeping up a heavy fire of Musketry from her Tops and lower Deck 
and every now and then firing some guns & throwing Stink Pots 
into the Ports which killed a number of our Men, we recalled the 
Boarders[,] hauled off within Pistol shot, and turned too on her again. 
[E]very shot of ours going through & through her about 4 they called 
for quarters which we instantly gave and sent a Lieutenant & 20 men 
to take possession of her[. T]he Slaughter onboard of her [p.4] was 
horrid, the Decks covered with the dead & wounded[;] they never 
heave their dead overboard in time of action as we do. [W]e had 18 
men killed, amongst whom was our 2d Lieutenant, Boatswain & one 
Midshipman. Captain Durham was slightly wounded in the leg by 
a splinter[,] four of our Mids were also wounded & 50 men – by 5 
the Action was finished and nothing to be seen, but wrecks of Masts 

2 Smith (1923) points out Campbell’s failure to mention that the Defiance first closed with the 
San Juan Nepomuceno, which struck to her without a shot being fired.
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& yards floating about, and some hundreds of dead bodys[. A]bout 
this time the Achille [F]rench 74 took fire and after burning about 
2 hours blew up with a terribl [sic] explosion. Many hundred were 
in her at the time, many jumped overboard and were drowned – 4 
French Ships (those which Sir Richard Stra[c]han has since taken) 
made all sail away at this time, none of our Ships being in a condition 
to follow them.

Our Fore & Main Mast[,] Bowsprit and all our Topmasts were 
shot thro[ugh] in many places & all our standing & running rigging 
cut to pieces[.] We were all night emp[loye]d splicing d[itt]o. [I]n 
the morning it came on to blow a gale of wind [and] the Aigle had 
drifted close into Cadiz. [W]e stood in to take her in tow & found 
she had lost all her masts during the night. [W]e found it impossible 
to take her in tow it blew so hard and were obliged to leave her 
with Lieut Purchase [James Purches,] a Masters Mate & 12 Seamen 
onboard[,] being close on the shoals of Traflagar[,] and made all sail 
to windward. On the 23d 12 of the Enemy’s fleet got under weigh 
and stood out[.] We expected they were going to give box again and 
formed the Line but they only came out a little way and retook the 
St Anna[. S]he being close in we could not afford her any assistance. 
[p. 5] On the 25th we attempted to take the Argonaut Spanish Prize 
in Tow but there being a very heavy sea it could not [be done]. I was 
then sent with Lieut [Henry] Hargrave and two other Mids and 20 
Men to bring her to an anchor which we did after a good deal of 
difficulty, there being 600 Spaniards onboard & most of them drunk 
and her decks full of wounded. [I]t came on to blow a very heavy gale 
of wind that night and continued to blow harder & harder, till the 
night of the 26th when it blew harder than I ever saw it. We did not 
expect she would ride the night out with us. [T]he Spaniards were 
terribly frightened and all turned too to pray. [S]he gained on us at 
the Pumps fast and the Sea broke clean over us. We hove all the Main 
deck guns over board and let go the Sheet Anchor under foot in case 
the best bower should part. [A]bout 12 at night the iron tiller broke 
in two, and the rudder knocked about so much we thought it would 
knock her Stern Post in but about 3 in the morning it broke adrift all 
together which we were very glad of. [A]t Day light we found that 
our best bower had parted in the night but the Sheet anchor still held 
on. We found that all the other hulks had gone onshore in the night[. 
W]e hoisted a signal of distress and fired several guns but could not 
see the Defiance any where[. T]he two boats we came onboard in 
had both sunk astern on the 25th. [O]n the 28th the gale3 abated a 
little and the Donegal & Leviathan sent their boats to our assistance. 
I & 12 men went onboard the former, and the Lieut & rest went to 
the latter. I was pretty well off there as I fell in with an old shipmate. 
[T]he Spaniards were all taken out and the ship soon after sunk. I 
remained in the Donegal till the 2d.

[p. 6] She was of great use in getting the Englishmen out of the 
wrecks and burning those they were likely to get off. [W]hile I was 

3 Previously transcribed as 26th. The folded letter is addressed as ‘No. 3.’ to ‘Walter Campbell 
Esq/ of Shawfield, Woodhall by A[i]rdrie/ Scotland’. The house no longer exists.
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onboard of her two French Frigates & a Brig came out to exchange 
Prisoners and brought out our Lieutenant & Seamen who had been 
in the L’Aigle. They had drifted onshore close to Cadiz where they 
lay two days on the Rocks[,] the Sea running so high they could 
not leave her. [W]hen the weather grew better the Spaniards sent 
boats to bring them onshore and plenty of Mutton for the [E]nglish 
Officers[. M]any of the French men were drowned who attempted 
to get on shore before the Boats came. Our People were treated with 
the greatest kindness by the Spaniards, had rooms given them to live 
in and the key to go out & in when they chose. [T]hey were quite 
sorry to come out in the Frigate as they had got Jack Asses [mules or 
donkeys] ready to go round Gibraltar & expected to have a famous 
cruise. I went in the Pheobe [sic] to join the Defiance who was gone 
round to Gibr[altar] with the Temeraire in tow. I was not a little glad 
when I got onboard of her again & shiped a clean Shirt[,] a Luxury I 
had not enjoyed for some time. [W]e were at Gib a few days & then 
sailed for England. Captn D[urha]m gave me an order to act as Lieut 
and I did the duty most of the way home. I suppose we shall go into 
Dock directly as our masts & Bowsprit are very badly wounded, Capt 
D. left us yesterday on 3 weeks leave for London. We arrived too late 
for me to pass [i.e. for lieutenant] this month so I must wait till next[. 
W]e have to-day landed 300 Prisoners – and now My dearest Sir I 
think I have told you most of our adventures which I am afraid you 
[p.7] will find much difficulty in reading but I hope you will excuse 
all blunders, as I can hardly start for [F]rench Buffers in the Birth. 
I hope it will not be very long before I have the pleasure of seeing 
you[.] I long much to see the old Land of Cakes again and all my 
dearest friends there. I hope you will have the kindness just to write 
me a line, that I may know you are well[.] I am sure you must be 
tired reading[.] I will therefore conclude with my most affect[tiona]
te love to all at Woodhall and remain / My Dearest Papa / Your ever 
Dutiful & Affe[ctionate] / Son Colin Campbell

John McLellan is quite well & de[sires his] best respects to you.
Pieter van der Merwe

Fellow, SNR

Nicholas of the Tower

Nicholas of the Tower was a large medieval ship patrolling in the English 
Channel between Dover and Calais. It patrolled in early May of the 
notorious year 1450, halfway between the Hundred Years War against 
France and the Wars of the Roses. The lookout called to the captain that 
there was a pinnace, a fully rigged vessel rather than a small ship’s boat 
coming towards them. The crew of the Nicholas hailed them, asking 
where they were bound. The shouted reply was, ‘A’Calisiam.’, (Calais). 
‘Who have you aboard?’ The pinnace crew explained that they had no 
one aboard who was worthy of mention. They foolishly volunteered that 
their task was to go to Calais and discover if the authorities there would 
tolerate a landing by William de la Pole, the duke of Suffolk who had been 
banished by King Henry VI and ordered by royal warrant to proceed 
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to the Netherlands, not France. But in 1450 Calais was not in France 
– it still belonged to England, so was an appropriate legal staging post. 
Furthermore, the king of England was also the king of France, so the royal 
warrant was a weighty document. The pinnace crew also revealed that 
the duke was on one of two ships, maybe galleys or cogs, out of Ipswich 
harbour that had been ordered by Henry VI to be at the duke’s service. On 
the Nicholas, the roaring cry went up, ‘Jackanapes!’, for that was the duke’s 
belittling nickname, despite the fact that he was Admiral of All England. 
His armorial crest contained an image of the chain bracket collar that held 
a monkey while it did tricks – and around 600 years ago, a monkey was 
called a ‘Jack of Naples’.

Once the captain and crew of the Nicholas of the Tower discovered 
that the hated duke of Suffolk was in the vicinity, in calm May waters 
they turned about in vengeance to search for the duke of Suffolk’s small 
convoy, bearing his household and staff.

1450 was one of the worst years in the history of England. The Hundred 
Years War against France had wrecked the economy. First there had been 
a period where the metals required to make currency had become in short 
supply because China had changed its own currency metals, thus drying up 
European supplies. Then machinations by the Hanseatic League (Hanse) 
of wool merchants had made trade in England’s staple almost impossible. 
Hastings and the Cinque Ports and Great Yarmouth boats and crews 
were at bloody war with each other. The king was often insane, coming in 
and out of madness and ridiculed by sailors as a weak fool. He was seen 
playing with a small fledgling bird tied to a string which he waved about 
on a stick for his amusement. Then there was the war with France, where 
the glorious gains of Agincourt were gradually frittered away, territory 
by territory, causing sailors and the militia to wonder why their friends 
had laid down their lives, when almost all their territorial gains over one 
hundred years were lost.

To add to this confusion and economic deprivation, the common citizens 
discovered that to try and save at least some of France for England, the duke 
of Suffolk had in 1445, negotiated a marriage for Henry VI with Margaret 
of Anjou. Henry was keen because Margaret was a great beauty, aged only 
14. This seemed sensible but the Anjou authorities refused to permit this 
unless England conceded most of its remaining French territory, namely 
the whole of Maine and Anjou. Caught between the king’s lust and the 
saving of Calais, the duke of Suffolk signed the treaty of Tours in 1444 to 
permit the marriage to go ahead the next year, one month after Margaret’s 
fifteenth birthday. This poorly kept secret decision left Calais as the only 
piece of England left in France. Since no one could openly criticize the 
king without being executed, the duke of Suffolk became the natural target 
of hatred; had he not lost the battle of Orleans to Joan of Arc and her 
Scottish and French contingents? Yes! 

Last in this 1450 annus horribilis, Richard, duke of York, who had taken 
refuge in Ireland, was a legitimate rival for the throne. Many ordinary 
citizens, who had little tolerance or understanding of mental illness, did 
not want to be ruled by a fool with a bird on a stick. Instead, the militia, 
many tradespeople, landowners, constables of the ports, captains, and 
crews of ships all wanted the duke of York to be king. 

The duke of Suffolk was married in 1430 to Alice, the granddaughter of 
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the famous author of Canterbury Tales, Geoffrey Chaucer. When he was 
banished for five years, she was also banished, and their households and 
servants went with them. An incredible astrological event occurred during 
the process of banishment. When it was discovered by parliament that 
Suffolk had given away Maine for the sake of a king’s wife, there were calls 
in November 1449, for Suffolk’s impeachment. He was arrested and held, 
not in the Tower of London as some historians surmised, but in a small 
basement room of the tower of the Old Westminster Hall on Thorney 
Island in the Thames. 

Sure enough in parliament’s second session in January 1450, he was 
impeached by parliament, not only for the wanton gifting of Anjou and 
Maine to the French, but also for corrupt interference with the course 
of justice and the suspicion that he had poisoned Humphrey, duke of 
Gloucester in 1447. After a tortuous process of claim and counterclaim, on 
17 March 1450, in the king’s innermost chamber at Westminster, the king 
declared that Suffolk had not been wrong to give away land in exchange 
for Henry’s young wife, but had corrupted the law and so banished 
him from all his dominions for five years, beginning in May 1450. This 
gave him a few short weeks to go to his lands and gather up his wife and 
household. One important member of his household was his astrologer, 
and in those days, astrology, divination and alchemy were taken as being 
normal scientific research. During the astrologer’s forecasts he discovered 
that Suffolk would not die if he was let out of the tower prison. So the 
astrologer joyfully told him, ‘Sire, you will not die if you are ever let out 
of the Tower.’

Sure enough, on the night of 17 March, Suffolk was secretly let out 
of the tower of Westminster’s little parliamentary prison room. A raging 
mob of 2,000 people awaited him – he had been betrayed. He jumped on 
his horse and rode pell-mell to St Giles near Holborn where his servants 
were beaten up and his horse seized. Eventually in darkness and with 
other horses he reached his East Anglian home at East Thorp near Bury 
St Edmunds. There he sat waiting for the king’s seal, instructing him to go 
to the duke of Burgundy’s land in the Netherlands via Calais. He was to 
sail, but who would ever take him as he was so hated by the population?

Henry VI ordered John Houghton, his serjeant at arms to commandeer 
(effectively arrest with a warrant) sufficient ships and sailors, against their 
will. When the time came for Suffolk and his household to leave, they 
went to the port of Ipswich and boarded two ships and a pinnace. Suffolk 
and his family had taken the holy sacrament on 30 April 1450, and he 
swore to those present that he was innocent of all charges. The king’s safe 
conduct document arrived and together with it, a yeoman named Henry 
Spencer who had a letter from the king ordering the garrison commander 
of Calais to help the duke. The convoy sailed around North Foreland and 
arrived in the Straits of Dover on the morning of 1 May 1450.

Away went the pinnace towards Calais and there was the glowering 
shape of the Nicholas of the Tower. Then things became terrifying. Men 
armed with swords and Spanish yew bows leered from the fore and aft 
castles. Rather than continue to Calais, it is likely that the captain of the 
Nicholas told the pinnace crew to turn back, or they would be killed. Then 
the Nicholas followed them under a rising sun, until the lookout sighted 
the two-ship convoy of the duke of Suffolk.
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The master of the Nicholas came up alongside and shouted, ‘Welcome 
Traitor!’ Then the crew of the Nicholas captured the duke and took him 
aboard where he was tried in a mock court and sentenced to death. He 
was told by the captain that he would die the next day, so spent the night 
writing to his son, and the king, but the letters were never sent. On 2 
May 1450, the master of the Nicholas called up a ‘man of low birth like an 
Irish knave’ called Richard Lenard, a shipman from Bosham, now in West 
Sussex. An accomplice forced Suffolk down on to the pinnace gunwale 
and Lenard took a blunt and rusty sword and severed Suffolk’s head with 
many partly ineffective blows. They sailed towards Dover and took the 
pinnace to the shore where they threw the body on to the beach and cast 
the head beside it, out of reach of the tide.

Henry VI Part 2 by William Shakespeare:
suffolk:
Come, soldiers, show what cruelty ye can, 
That this my death may never be forgot! 
Great men oft die by vile bezonians: 
A Roman sworder and banditto slave 
Murder’d sweet Tully; Brutus’ bastard hand 
Stabb’d Julius Caesar; savage islanders 
Pompey the Great; and Suffolk dies by pirates.

Now you can see why I said there was something incredible – the 
astrologer had predicted during Suffolk’s arrest by parliament and long 
before he sailed, that he would live ‘if he got out of the Tower’ – but 
although he did get out of the tower of Westminster, he did not get out of 
the grasp of the crew of the Nicholas of the Tower, so the astrologer spoke 
truly! Wrong tower, though!

The two Ipswich ships and the pinnace were then returned to Dover 
where all the goods and chattels of Suffolk, Alice Chaucer and their servants 
were stolen by the piratical privateer crew of the Nicholas. Thankfully, no 
one else was murdered, so Alice was able to take her husband’s sad remains 
back to Wingfield church in Suffolk for a blessing, then to be buried at the 
Carthusian Priory at Hull, that Suffolk’s father had founded.

The end of this tale is the beginning of another for, when the people of 
Kent found Suffolk’s head and body on the beach, they told the sheriff 
of Kent, who reached London with the news on 4 May 1450. This was 
just when Jack Cade was preparing his march on London to capture the 
mad king and put York on the throne. The people of Kent and many of 
the Cinque Ports, not knowing about the activities of the Nicholas of the 
Tower, believed they would be blamed for a corpse and head of a duke 
mysteriously thrown upon the shore. A wildfire rumour went round that 
all the men of Kent would be put to the sword and the county would 
become a royal forest, with deer but no humans. This was a key spark in 
Cade’s rebellion.

The king regained some mental clarity, and the state began to move 
toward a sense of order. Lenard and another crew member of the Nicholas, 
Thomas Smith, a wool packer of Calais, England, were captured, accused 
of treason and complicity in the capture and murder of Suffolk, and tried 
at Tonbridge on 30 June 1450. They pleaded not guilty. Lenard was sent 
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to the gaol at Canterbury. No one has yet been able to discover their final 
fates.

So what of the Nicholas? The primary historian who has done splendid 
work on this, is Professor Roger Virgoe, lecturer in English history at 
the University of East Anglia. He has deposited his research in the John 
Rylands Library, Manchester. He thinks that the Nicholas of the Tower 
was a large ship with castle towers, permanently fixed for war and that it 
had sailed out of Bristol when commandeered back in 1442 by the king’s 
lieutenant of Dover, Gervase Clifton, a ‘keeper of the sea’. The Nicholas 
continued to act as a pirate ship for a further five years, making at least 11 
years of Channel privateering and mayhem for that lone wolf ship.

Further research on the Nicholas of the Tower is required. What was the 
captain’s name? What happened to Lenard and Smith? Was the crew part 
of the gang that murdered the bishop of Chichester, Adam Moleyns on 9 
January 1450 in Portsmouth? What happened to the ship after 1455? Was 
the duke of York pulling the strings to have Suffolk assassinated? After all, 
the king’s wife hated York and pampered Suffolk.

David E. P. Dennis
Member, SNR 

The Naval Museum on Hoy
Part 2

I recently travelled to Orkney for a short holiday and Nick Hewitt of 
the Orkney Islands Council (OIC) kindly agreed to show me around the 
new museum site at Lyness which was still under construction. I made a 
mistake in my last article as I said it was due to open in June, whereas it 
opens in July. After that opening, Nick will write an article for Topmasts 
which will give more detail about the exhibits and the development of the 
site.

In the meantime, I was allowed to take some photographs of the work 
and discuss with Nick and Jude Callister (the museum custodian) the 
layout, where exhibits will be prominent, and the general hopes for this 
exciting and expensive development.

Nick met me at the Houton ferry terminal on a particularly damp May 
morning and we went across to Lyness on Hoy as foot passengers. If you 
are just visiting the museum, no car is needed as it is only 200 metres from 

where you get off the ferry. I was immediately 
reminded of the wartime history of these 
islands and its sometimes tragic consequences, 
as to get to the new and impressive entrance 
you must walk past one of the HMS 
Hampshire screws and its shaft. Hampshire 
was the ship in which Lord Kitchener and 736 
crew and passengers perished. It was sunk by 
mine on 5 June 1916 and is now designated 
as a controlled site and cannot be dived on 
without permission.

I restricted myself to only a few photos 
as, again, I did not want to steal the thunder Figure 1 Work in progress (© Bob Smith)
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of Nick or OIC but though 
construction was well under 
way, I was still able to get a 
real feel for what the finished 
museum will look like. The 
New Cafe was taking shape 
and OIC are currently 
assessing bids to run it. Nick 
and Jude kindly made me 
tea in what will be an office/
staff refreshment area, but 
I really look forward to 
going back and enjoying 
refreshments looking out 

over the grounds.
This is a big site dominated by an oil tank. The old museum utilised 

this tank for exhibits and film shows but it is in a poor state of repair and 
remains closed for the foreseeable future. However, when the fleet was 
based in Scapa flow, oil was stored in these giant tanks as well as a complex 
underground storage facility. The oil had to be pumped out and the pump 
room remains intact and can be accessed as part of the museum experience. 
It was explained to me that the giant boilers in the pump room served two 
purposes – the first was to generate steam to warm the oil and the second 
was to power the pumps that delivered the oil to the ships.

There are also areas of the pump room that will have exhibits, some not 
seen before. The new build connected to the pump room will, however, 
contain not just exhibits but two virtual reality areas and screens showing 
films about the history of Scapa Flow and some innovative film of the 
wrecks that lie on the seabed. While of interest to all, the wreck film will 
prove of particular interest to the many divers who visit the museum, 
especially as some of the wrecks shown are off limits to civilian divers.

The design of the new museum and its construction is very sympathetic 
to the history of the site and in Nick’s article, later this year, you can judge 
for yourselves what an impact it has. I want to leave you with one last teaser. 
In figure 3 there is a giant grey board which is going to be used for a battle 
flag recently recovered. The ship it belonged to, and what it has recently 
been used for, I will leave for Nick to explain. Suffice to say it is a significant 
find and following its restoration will form a stunning exhibit.

As with all museums, 
what visitors see is 
a fraction of what is 
held in offsite archives, 
and this will ensure 
the experience is kept 
fresh by new artefacts 
appearing and focused 
exhibitions taking place.

Many thanks to Nick 
and Jude for taking 
time out of their busy 
schedules to show me 

Figure 2 Part of the pump room (© Bob Smith)

Figure 3 The mystery flag board (© Bob Smith)
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around. As I left, making a mad dash through the rain for the ferry, I 
noticed they were already overseeing the unloading of more building 
materials from a huge lorry that had just arrived on the same ferry. I left 
with a really good feeling about the place, and I am looking forward to 
returning, perhaps later this year, to see and experience the finished build.

Bob Smith
Member, SNR

The Montagu Whaler
The Royal Navy’s workboat – and a question

The article on the Montagu whaler in the May 2022 issue of Topmasts was 
very welcome – but several points arise. The first is that, despite this boat 
being integral to naval life for more than a half century that included two 
World Wars, there seems to be no definitive history of its introduction 
and use. One can guess that an archive somewhere holds correspondence 
between Admiral Montagu and whichever decision-maker authorized 
its introduction. Perhaps a prototype was built and assessed. Then the 
bureaucracy of the navy would have had to organise the replacement of 
older whalers with the new type. Topmasts may be the place to put out 
an appeal to those whose research takes them into such archives to keep 
an eye open for any of this material, perhaps flagging its presence in this 
newsletter.

A second point is the use to which the Montagu whaler was put. While 
many with actual experience of the whaler will have encountered her in 
basic naval training or in groups like the Sea Scouts, this was a boat that 
had a real working job to do that extended beyond that sort of activity. 

As the sea boat of the smaller (and therefore more common) warships, 
a pair of whalers were ready for immediate lowering while at sea (the 
leeward boat was the one to use). The range of use was from the mundane 
to events that affected the conduct of the war. To illustrate the latter, the 
seven or so actions in which British and Commonwealth navies retrieved 
Enigma code books and equipment during the Second World War were 
all conducted by boarding parties dispatched in Montagu Whalers. It 
is doubtful whether the naval Enigma code would have been usefully 
broken without these repeated captures, as changing Kriegsmarine coding 
procedures were most easily understood from the material retrieved. The 
first successful capture was in the interception of the trawler Schiff 26, 
disguised as the Dutch fishing vessel Polares, on 26 April 1940. Then there 
were the boardings of sinking and abandoned U-boats. The undoubted 
bravery of entering a damaged submarine to search for code books and 
equipment rather overshadows the Montagu whaler, but this boat was 
there every time, doing its job.

Less dramatic, but of great importance to those involved, was rescuing 
survivors from sunken ships and downed aircraft – from both sides. In 
the war against the U-boat, if there were no survivors, the only proof of 
the successful action was to gather evidence that came to the surface – 
ideally identifying the sunken submarine in the process. The (sometimes 
gruesome) evidence would be retrieved using the whaler: Alan Burn’s 
account of his time on HMS Starling (part of Captain ‘Johnnie’ Walker’s 
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Second Support Group) includes a story of a losing contest between a 
seagull and the outstretched arm of a whaler crewman. The seagull made off 
with fragmentary human remains that was the evidence of the destruction 
of the submarine.

The mundane included transfer of personnel at sea. Walker frequently 
shifted to another ship in his force to enable him to keep leading his group. 
Under his aggressive command, this could happen in the middle of an 
action against an asdic contact. (Ramming a surfacing submarine would 
invariably damage the anti-submarine sloop enough to make her ineffective 
until dry docked for repairs – or sometimes Walker’s ship had expended all 
her depth charges.) Other instances included medical transfers – either of 
patients or doctors.

 A story that connects with ordinary naval life, even in the face of the 
enemy, was the request on HMS Black Swan to lower boats while she was 
providing anti-aircraft cover in the Romsdalsfjord during the Norwegian 
campaign in April 1940. The purpose was to gather some of the large 
quantity of cod that had been killed by Luftwaffe bombs that had missed 
the ship. This provided a huge amount of quality fish for the steward to 
choose from – and a welcome change in menu for the crew. 

I hope these snippets from the various accounts of the Second World 
War illustrate that the Montagu whaler performed a much greater job than 
training and recreation.

References
Alan Burn (1993) The Fighting Captain: Captain Frederic John Walker 
RN and the Battle of the Atlantic Barnsley, Pen and Sword Books
William Donald (2009) Stand by for Action: The memoirs of a small ship 
commander in World War II (new edn) Barnsley, Seaforth
Hugh Sebag-Montefiore (2001) Enigma: The battle for the code London, 
Phoenix

Jon Ward
Member, SNR

Editor’s Note
If any reader can tell us how the Montagu whaler was designed and 
introduced in the Royal Navy, please get in touch. Nigel.blanchford@snr.
org,uk 

mailto:Nigel.blanchford@snr.org,uk
mailto:Nigel.blanchford@snr.org,uk
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An Alphabet of Ship Modelling
G is for Guns

This gun barrel was taken to 
Chatham Historic Dockyard 
in 2002, (from an unknown 
location) and photographed 
by the official photographer 
for the restoration work 
carried out during 2000 to 
2006. Anyone know where the 
barrel came from?

The gun barrel is an Arm-
strong 64-pounder (latest 
pattern).

‘These guns are now quite obsolete; but 
at one time a large number were issued to 
the Navy and they formed the principal 
armaments of the wooden frigates and 
corvettes of 25 years ago

In 1865, the first heavy rifled guns which 
marked the new departure in gun-making 
were constructed. They weighed 6.1/2 tons 
had a calibre of 7", were 10 ft 5.25 inches 
long, and threw a solid projectile of 115 lbs 
in weight’ Garbett in Naval Gunnery

 

Image courtesy Nielsen Archive

Image courtesy Nielsen Archive

Markings on the 
trunnion, image 
courtesy Nielsen 
Archive

The restored bow-chaser gun, 
mounted on a replica RCD steel 
slide carriage, sited in the foc’sle 
of HMS ‘Gannet’ 1878
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Contemporary 
photograph taken 
aboard HMS 
‘Kingfisher’ of a 
64-pounder. Note in 
the top right corner 
of the photo, the 
field carriage lashed 
down to the quarter 
deck. Image courtesy 
Historic Dockyard 
Chatham

Official drawings for the ‘Gannet’ restoration 
in 1885

Miniature pattern 
for the 90-cwt gun 
sited aft the funnel

Drawings of the four model guns for purposes of 
comparison
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Miniature pattern of the 90cwt 
gun being turned in the lathe.

Miniature casting delivered from RTV 
rubber mould

Sliding carriages under construction

Model gun mounted in the fcc’sle
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Overhead of all the major weaponry from From left to right on the model of HMS ‘Gannet’: 
Nordenfelt machine guns on the upper foc’sle deck, hard by the anchors; 64-pounders abreast the 
funnel; the 7-inch gun midships port side and the 2 x 5" Armstrong Q/F guns on the quarter deck 
mounted on the sponsons

William Mowll
Member, SNR

SNR News
SNR Medals Presented on HMS ‘Warrior’ 11 June 2022

Owing to Covid-19 the presentations of Victory Medals in 2020 and 
2021 were unable to take place and the actual medals were sent to the 
recipients by post. The 2021 medals were presented on the upper deck of 
HMS Warrior at the reception following the Society for Nautical Eesearch 
(SNR) AGM and before the SNR’s Victory Dinner

Victory Medal Terms and Conditions
Following a Resolution made by Council in December 2010, the criteria 
for the award of the Victory Medal were expanded from ‘deserving 
individuals and shipwrights whom in the judgement of the Society have 
served HMS Victory and assisted her conservation’ to include ‘deserving 
individuals whom in the judgement of the Society have assisted in the 
conservation of other historic ships however constructed and whether on 
a statutory list or not’.

2021 Victory Medal: Andrew Baines 
Andrew Baines studied both quantity surveying and maritime conservation 
science at the University of Portsmouth, later going on to study for a 
masters degree in maritime history at the Greenwich Maritime Institute. 
He has developed a career in the care of historic ships, working first on 
HMS Warrior, before moving to HMS Victory as curator. He subsequently 
became Head of Historic Ships and is now Deputy Executive Director of 
Museum Operations at the National Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN). 
Since joining NMRN, Andrew has guided HMS Victory through one of the 
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most challenging periods in her conservation history. Working alongside the 
Victory Advisory Technical Committee (VATC), Andrew initiated a radical 
new system of hull support which involved the careful removal of the 1922 
cradle and the installation of 134 steel props fitted with load cells to monitor 
any future movement of the structure. This work concluded earlier this year 
and formed the first phase of stabilisation in what is a long and complex 
programme of conservation, undertaken entirely on Andrew’s watch.

Andrew also rose to the challenge of establishing the UK’s first historic 
ship team within the National Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN), 
balancing this against his all-consuming work with HMS Victory. As a 
result, his team were required to support other navy ships under the care of 
NMRN, including those at widespread UK sites, with the conservation of 
HMS Caroline, in conjunction with the centenary of the battle of Jutland 
back in 2016, being another strong candidate for his time.

Andrew’s commitment, drive and level of input has far exceeded that 
which might be expected from an individual in his role and, despite the 
pressure of his increasing workload, he has been praised by all those who 
have worked closely with him for his ceaseless dedication to the vessels 
under his care.

Owing to illness, Andrew was unable to attend on the day.

2022 Victory Medal: Jonathan Coad 
In addition to a long and distinguished service on Council, latterly as a 
Vice-President, Jonathan’s contribution to and direct involvement with the 
ship, originally as a member of the Victory Advisory Technical Committee 
(VATC) then, from 2006, taking on the chairmanship of the committee, has 
been immense. He took up the chair on the cusp of a period of complex 
administrative change, as direct responsibility for the management, 
interpretation, curatorial stewardship and conservation of the vessel passed 
from the direct ownership of the Royal Navy to the NMRN. This change 
in the administrative ownership of the ship would be quickly accompanied 
by the introduction of a completely new approach to the vessel’s care, 
founded on rigorous principles of museological practice and conservation 
science, a period of change management which called forth on the part of 

the VATC membership the display of interpersonal 
skills and a degree of diplomatic finesse in face of 
the new circumstances, not least in the willingness to 
recognize that the impact of these changes would be 
far-reaching and profound, were long overdue and 
must be welcomed if the calamitous state into which 
the ship had evidently slipped was to be overcome and 
her future secured.

Cometh the hour, cometh the man. With a long and 
renowned professional career in English Heritage as a 
senior inspector and internationally recognised expert 
in the history, care, conservation and restoration of 
vitally important historic buildings, most notably, 
and singularly, the outstanding structures of the naval 
estate at home and abroad, Jonathan’s approach with 
a total emphasis on best practice in everything was 
wholly in sympathy with the aims and objectives of 

Jonathan Coad with David 
Davies, Chairman, SNR at the 
medal presentation (courtesy 
Wendy Berliner)
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the new regime. The new team and their insistence on extensive, detailed 
and thorough research and rigorous analysis of the entire structure of 
the ship, her fixtures and fittings in all their manifest complexity, using 
the most modern electronic means and leading to the production of the 
comprehensive Conservation Plan which has since guided and informed 
every aspect of the vessel’s future care and conservation, enjoyed his 
quietly encouraging support right from the outset. Indeed, Jonathan’s quiet 
diplomacy, support for and spirit of co-operation with the new regime, 
based on a thorough professional understanding of its aims and objectives, 
has been a crucial element in the successful progress made by the NMRN 
team in bringing the ship back from the brink. Jonathon’s contribution 
to Victory’s long-term care and conservation is now recognized by the 
award of the Victory Medal for his life-long outstanding contribution to 
the naval heritage.

Centenary Medal: Jonathan Coad
The Centenary Medal was first introduced in 2011 to mark the first centenary 
of the Society’s work and is rewarded to those who have give exceptional 
service and assistance to the Society in furthering one or more of its objectives. 
This award is not given annually, or even on a regular basis, but given when 
deemed appropriate. Previous winners have been Alan McGowan (2011), 
Lawrie Phillips (2014) and Susan Rose (2018). Council invites the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee to recommend candidates when appropriate, 
with a view to presentation of the medal on board HMS Victory at the AGM 
or some other noteworthy event of the Society. The final decision as to the 
award of the medal rests solely with Council.

Jonathan Coad has served several times on Council and latterly as a 
Vice-President. He succeeded Dr Alan McGowan as Chairman of the 
VATC in 2005 and the Society has benefited from his long and expert 
knowledge and his sound guidance and advice has been much valued by 
the Society down the years.

Jonathan began his career in the Ancient Monuments Inspectorate, later 
subsumed into English Heritage. He worked principally on conservation 
of national state monuments including historic buildings in the Royal 
Navy’s operational bases and he later advised on their care. He played a key 
role in the negotiations leading to the establishment of Chatham Historic 
Dockyard. Among his important works are The Royal Dockyards 1690–
1850: Architecture and engineering works of the sailing navy (1989) and 
Support for the Fleet: Architecture and engineering of the Royal Navy bases 
1700–1914 (2013). The latter gained in 2014 the Association of Industrial 
Archaeology’s Peter Neaverson Award for outstanding scholarship in 
industrial archaeology. He has also written a history of the Block Mills in 
Portsmouth Dockyard and several other books and guidebooks on British 
castles and monastic sites.

Jonathan is a former president of the Royal Archaeological Institute of 
Great Britain and Ireland, a member and former councillor of the Navy 
Records Society and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London. 
Members of Council believed that the award of the Centenary Medal to him 
at this time is wholly warranted and would be a most appropriate public 
recognition of his long standing contribution to the work of the Society.



Topmasts no. 43

27

US Naval War College Awards the 5th Hattendorf Prize 
to James Goldrick

The US Naval War College (NWC) 
awarded retired Rear-Admiral James 
Vincent Goldrick, Royal Australian 
Navy, the 5th Hattendorf Prize for 
Distinguished Original Research in 
Maritime History in a ceremony at 
Spruance auditorium on 2 March. The 
Hattendorf Prize is an international 
award that was established in 
recog nition of Professor John B. 
Hattendorf’s legacy of scholarship and 

service at the Naval War College.
US Naval War College president, Rear-Admiral Shoshana Chatfield, 

presented him with the medal and discussed Goldrick’s impact on naval 
history, saying,

Your acute historical understanding and your professional naval 
experience have worked in complementary and interlocking ways 
that have informed your scholarship in vividly recreating and 
understanding naval history in a period of rapid technological 
change. We honour you today as a highly successful professional 
naval officer with an intimate and authoritative knowledge of how 
navies work, both in the past and in the present.

Moreover, you have been an inspiration and a mentor to young 
naval officers and naval historians around the world.

John Hattendorf, Ernest J. King Professor Emeritus of Maritime History, 
US Naval War College, discussed Goldrick’s career and influence that 
contributed to his selection.

James Goldrick is both a successful flag officer and a talented historian. 
His historical work is notable for his profound understanding of the 
practicalities of naval life and his ability to evoke what naval life and 
operations were like during the First World War.

Goldrick spent 1992 as a research scholar at the Naval War College 
and is a professorial fellow of the Australian National Centre for Ocean 
Resources and Security.

Some of Goldrick’s published books include The King’s Ships Were at 
Sea: The war in the North Sea August 1914–February 1915; With the Battle 
Cruisers (edited); Reflections on the Royal Australian Navy (co-edited); 
Mahan is Not Enough (co-edited); No Easy Answers: The development of 
the navies of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka; Before Jutland 
and After Jutland.

Goldrick is also the recent recipient of the Society for Nautical Research’s 
Anderson Medal for his book Before Jutland.

https://snr.org.uk/researchsnr/awards/
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Maritime Heritage Committee

Project to establish a UK-wide maritime research 
resources database

Arising from the meeting on 24 March of the newly re-vamped Maritime 
Heritage Committee (formerly the Heritage and Craft Committee), the 
committee considered and approved a proposal that one of the committee’s 
objectives should be the creation of a UK and Ireland-wide maritime 
research resources database (DB) to provide an online source of reference, 
freely available for all maritime researchers. Such a live database operating 
in the name of the SNR would not only provide a useful tool for maritime 
researchers but would also help unlock what is perceived to be a wealth of 
maritime history material currently lingering unpublicized; it should also, 
sensitively handled, bring significant credit to the Society.

It is recognized that there are a number of printed resources covering 
the subject, but these all suffer from outdating pretty rapidly. An electronic 
database, properly maintained, potentially overcomes this problem and 
provides appropriate flexibility. To launch and maintain the project it will 
be necessary to recruit from within the SNR membership and possibly 
externally, a corps of strategically located volunteers, each of whom will 
‘own’ a geographical segment of the database, reporting in a common 
format to an appointed Database Co-ordinating Officer (DB CO) within 
the Maritime Heritage Committee.

It is proposed, for the purposes of the database, that the UK and Ireland 
be divided into six regions:

• Scotland East (Cape Wrath including the Shetland and Orkney Isles 
to north side of the Tweed);

• Scotland West (Cape Wrath to north side of Solway Firth including 
the Western Isles);

• England North East (Tweed to and including the Humber);
• England North West and Wales (South side of Solway Firth to Bristol 

Channel, north side);
• All of the island of Ireland and the Isle of Man; and,
• England South (Bristol, south side of Bristol Channel, south about to 

the R. Humber 

Each geographical region will have a Regional Co-ordinator (RC), 
who will have responsibility for identifying the various marine research 
resources within his/her region and co-ordinating such field operatives 
as may be required. The RC will ‘own’ his or her region of the database 
and will be responsible for liaison with local research resources, compiling 
the regional data-base in accordance with a standard format and reporting 
same to the central data-base by way of the DB CO.

The database will cover not only major institutions such as the major 
maritime museums, national and regional archives, existing databases and 
major maritime institutions such as Lloyd’s Register Heritage, Maritime 
History North, SNR South, Trinity House, etc., but will also in particular 
embrace the myriad of small local maritime museums, archives and 
material resources and local maritime history groups, which are believed to 
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harbour valuable but largely unknown sources of maritime history. Here, 
the local knowledge of our volunteers will be all important. It is also to be 
hoped that individual researchers with specialist knowledge may wish to 
participate by way of inclusion within a personal section of the database.

It is not the intention of the project to in any way interfere with the 
workings of local institutions. Rather, the database will be a collaborative 
operation under the aegis of the SNR. As such, not only will the database 
provide a valuable source of maritime information, but should also bring 
the workings of the Society to the fore in a way which will be palatable to 
all levels of researchers, particularly those who may not have ready access 
to such information.

It is proposed to produce a standard electronic reporting form within 
which data for each location can be recorded for input to the central 
database. This central database will then be available in an easily down-
loadable format for all registered researchers to access. A proposed format 
for the reporting form will be published; comments for its improvement 
would be most welcome.

In the first instance, it would be appreciated if volunteers who might 
wish to participate in this project as potential Regional Co-ordinators, 
please contact the Marine Heritage Committee by way of Peter King on 
imatang1@btinternet.com or by telephone: 01394 460765 with expressions 
of interest.

Captain Peter King
Member, SNR

‘Save The Victory’: Another one, but smaller!
It is quite ironic that during this year, when we are celebrating the centenary 
of the SNR instigating the ‘Save the Victory Fund’, we were approached 
to help save another Victory, but this time one that measured only 142 
centimetres (56 inches) long.

The model in question had been loaned, over a hundred years ago, to the 
Royal United Service Institution museum and when that closed in 1962 the 
model was then acquired, also on loan, by the National Maritime Museum 

The full hull 1:48 scale model of HMS ‘Victory for sale’ (Courtesy NMM, Object ID: SLR0513)

mailto:imatang1@btinternet.com
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(NMM). Moving forward 60 years, this April, the NMM was contacted 
by the family of the original lender, through their solicitors, asking for the 
model to be returned as they wished to sell it. The NMM’s staff attempted 
to negotiate a private sale but the family, and their solicitors, insisted 
that they wished to proceed by auction. The NMM valuation was put at 
£500,000 and they approached the SNR to see if we could be of assistance. 
The Society promised we could help, but only up to a certain amount – 
the museum would have to acquire further money from elsewhere, e.g. 
grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund and/or match-funding from other 
sources.

The model depicts HMS Victory (1765), a 100 gun first rate, three decker 
ship of the line. Constructed as a full hull decked block model it shows her 
after her extensive refit, her so-called ‘large repair’ which was undertaken 
at Chatham from 1800 until 1803, at a total cost of £23,500 and completed 
just prior to the battle of Trafalgar. The model dates from circa 1805 and 
was built to the standard scale of 1/48, i.e. 1 inch = 4 feet. It is the only 
known contemporary full hull model of the ship in the configuration of 
when she fought at Trafalgar. It also shows further modifications which 
were proposed after Trafalgar but these were not carried out. The model 
was deemed by the curators at the NMM as ‘outstanding’ and of great 
historic importance and, if at all possible, it should be saved ‘for the nation’ 
and not allowed to be sold aboard.

It is believed that the model belonged to George Green (1767–1849) of 
Blackwall Dockyard and then through Messrs R. & H. Green, shipbuilders 
of Blackwall to Henry Green (1838–1900). It was then passed to Admiral 
Sir John Frederick Ernest Green KCMG, CB (1866–1948) and then 
by direct family descent to the present owners. In 1891 the model was 
exhibited at the Royal Naval Exhibition, Chelsea and from 1921–62 it was 
on loan to the Royal United Service Museum, Whitehall, and then to the 
National Maritime Museum, as mentioned above, until this year. So, for 
over 100 years it has been on loan to the nation! 

The model was listed as Lot No. 20 at Sotheby’s ‘Treasures’ auction of 5 
July 2022 with an estimated value of between £500,000 and £800,000. . Full 
details of the sale particulars can be viewed on: https://www.sothebys.
com/en/buy/auction/2022/treasures-2/a-full-hull-1-48-scale-model-of-
hms-victory-a-100

It was sold for £500,000 (buyer’s premium and VAT to be added to the 
sale price, bringing the total up to £756,000). The NMM did not enter into 
the bidding at the auction but are now aware of the model’s ‘commercial 
value’. Hopefully the new owner may enter into an agreement that will 
enable people to view the model at some stage. We will certainly keep 
members updated if there is any further news.

An addendum
It should perhaps be remembered that ship models are a cultural and 
historical resource which has been much undervalued in the past, if indeed 
ever recognized in some cases. Interestingly, in 2013 the British Museum 
realised their importance and, as a result, created three collaborative 
doctoral awards for students to study model boats. The museum stated that 
the research would specifically target boat models in museum collections 
to identify what can be learnt from the models themselves, also about the 

https://www.sothebys.com/en/buy/auction/2022/treasures-2/a-full-hull-1-48-scale-model-of-hms-victory-a-100
https://www.sothebys.com/en/buy/auction/2022/treasures-2/a-full-hull-1-48-scale-model-of-hms-victory-a-100
https://www.sothebys.com/en/buy/auction/2022/treasures-2/a-full-hull-1-48-scale-model-of-hms-victory-a-100
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related maritime cultures, technological traditions of boat building and 
the histories of collecting maritime artefacts. The three geographical areas 
of study focused on by the students were the Indian Ocean, North West 
America, and Iron Age Cyprus and the Levant. The reasons given by the 
museum for studying these artefacts in these regions was that models of 
non-European and North American ships and boats are found in many 
museums, but they are rarely studied and poorly understood. 

This argument could also be used in a wider context. When analysing 
ship and boat models there are various aspects which, perhaps, need to be 
considered, among which are: 

• Their individuality may be of less importance than their relationship 
with other objects, or the use with which they are associated, e.g. the 
full-size ship.

• Models are unique among the various forms of evidence for maritime 
history and archaeology, e.g. information which is lacking in two-
dimensional representations. 

• Models have proved to be a useful primary source of information. 
Particularly when they have been created by people with a direct 
knowledge of their subject and would perhaps be subject to 
contemporary criticism. 

Although there may be a variety of reasons for making ship models, 
they were certainly used as an aid in building, design and reconstruction.

Alistair Roach 
Hon. Secretary, SNR

Request for Book Reviewers

The Journal of Military History (https://www.smh-hq.org/jmh.html), the 
official journal of the Society for Military History, would like to seek book 
reviewers from the SNR community. The quarterly journal publishes about 
60 reviews (around 800 words each) of scholarly monographs on military 
history, including those on naval history and the history of naval warfare, 
in each issue. If you are interested in serving as a book reviewer, please 
fill out the form available at https://www.smh-hq.org/jmh/bookreviews.
html. In addition, if you have any upcoming monographs on related topics, 
please also consider asking your publicity manager to send a print review 
copy to the journal to

 Book Review Editor
 Journal of Military History
 George C. Marshall Library, 
 340 VMI Parade
 Lexington, Virginia 24450
 United States

The Book Review Editor of JMH, Dr. Qingfei Yin, can be reached at 
Q.Yin@lse.ac.uk.

https://www.smh-hq.org/jmh.html
https://www.smh-hq.org/jmh/bookreviews.html
https://www.smh-hq.org/jmh/bookreviews.html
mailto:Q.Yin%40lse.ac.uk?subject=
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 Dunkirk Little Ships Memorial, 
Portsmouth

On 28 May the Lord Mayor of Portsmouth unveiled 
a plaque at Portsmouth Point to commemorate the 
‘little ships’ which assisted in the evacuation of over 
300,000 British and allied servicemen from Dunkirk 
in May and June 1940. 

The plaque reads:

DUNKIRK 1940
SOCIETY FOR NAUTICAL RESEARCH (SOUTH)

THIS PLAQUE COMMEMORATESTHE ROLE PLAYED IN WORLD WAR II 
BY THE SMALL SHIPS AND THEIR CIVILIAN CREWS THAT LEFT THESE 

SHORES AS PART OF ‘OPERATION DYNAMO’ TO RESCUE BRITISH, 
FRENCH, BELGIAN AND POLISH SOLDIERS FROM DUNKIRK IN 

NORTHERN FRANCE BETWEEN 24 MAY AND 6 JUNE 1940

UNVEILED 28TH MAY 2022 ON THE 82ND ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE OPERATION BY THE LORD MAYOR OF PORTSMOUTH, 

COUNCILLOR HUGH MASON

David Baynes (Vice-Chair SNR(S)) led a well-attended event where 
representatives of Royal Naval Association veterans, the Society for 
Nautical Research (South) and members of the public heard addresses 
by Commodore Jeremy Bailey (i/c Portsmouth Naval Base), the Very 
Reverend Anthony Cane (Dean of Portsmouth Cathedral), Michael 
(‘Jack’) Hawkins (naval veteran and National Museum of the Royal 
Navy volunteer), and Cllr Hugh Mason (Lord Mayor of Portsmouth). A 
minute’s silence completed the ceremony. The unveiling was followed by 
refreshments kindly provided by the Spice Island Inn and the opportunity 
to visit MY Estrallita, a contemporary vessel typical of those used in the 
evacuation.

Speakers drew attention to the continuing need for the ‘Dunkirk spirit’, 
a willingness to put personal issues aside and focus on the task in hand, 
and to the Royal Navy’s later sacrifices carrying out operations Cycle and 
Aerial, the later evacuations from ports in Normandy, Brittany and Biscay.

The plaque was sponsored by SNR(S) to replace an earlier memorial 
on Portsbridge to the north of Portsea Island, which disappeared 
(presumed stolen) in 2010. Its unveiling was originally planned for the 
80th anniversary of Operation Dynamo but was postponed because of the 
Covid lockdown. Committee member Jane Smith proposed the project 
and energetically saw it through to completion.

John Bingeman
Vice-President, SNR
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Anderson Fund
Anderson Lifetime Achievement Award: 

 Professor Norman Friedman

From time to time, the Society awards a medal 
in memory of Dr Anderson to mark a lifetime’s 
contribution to nautical research. The award is 
given for a substantial body of published work, 
which could encompass one or more of all types of 
publication, including books, journals or any form 
of epublication.

Nominations may be made by members of the 
Society at any time and should be supported by a 
brief summary of why the nominee is considered 
an appropriate candidate for the award. Awards are 
made on an occasional basis (i.e. less frequently than 
annually). In 2017 the Lifetime Achievement Award 
was presented to Professor John Hattendorf.

Norman Friedman was nominated in 2020 but 
wished to come in person to accept his medal.

Dr Norman Friedman trained as a physicist 
but, working at the Hudson Institute, developed 

his interests in strategy and naval history. At the end of the 1970s he 
demonstrated a unique understanding of the dynamics of modern warship 
design in his book Modern Warship Design and Development. He then 
moved on to write the standard illustrated accounts of USN warship 
design history followed by very important works on British warships over 
a century and more. His capacity for documentary research is without 
peer as is his capacity to combine deep technological understanding with 
an appreciation of political and economic policy matters. He has also 
written on wider historical matters, notably the Cold War, and over the 
years has produced over thirty books and winning awards on both sides 
of the Atlantic. There is no one more worthy to receive the recognition of 
the Society than Norman Friedman for a unique contribution to nautical 
research. 

Conference Reports
2022 Annual Conference of the North American Society for 

Oceanic History (NASOH)
The 47th annual conference of the North American Society for Oceanic 
History took place in Wilmington, North Carolina, on 22–25 June 2022. 
The conference hotel was the Embassy Suites by Hilton Wilmington 
Riverfront with sessions held at the Cape Fear Community College 
Union Station Building in downtown Wilmington. Eleven sessions took 
place over two days with a total of 36 papers. As usual, the subjects ranged 
widely from the Spanish seaborne empire of the sixteenth century to issues 
of race and gender, technology, and the contextualization of eighteenth- 
century shipwreck artefacts.

Professor Norman Friedman (left) 
and David Davies, Chairman, 
SNR at the presentation on HMS 
‘Warrior’ (Courtesy Wendy Berliner)
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Several papers focused on British and British colonial history. An entire 
session with four papers focused on ‘The British at Sea’. This session 
included John Rodgaard’s discussion of his edited volume for the 1805 Club, 
From Across the Sea: North Americans in Nelson’s navy. In addition, Philip 
Reid presented a paper on A Boston Schooner in the Royal Navy during 
1768–1772, while John Broadwater spoke on the merchant ships that were 
sunk at Yorktown, Virginia, in 1781, and Steven Pitt presented his paper on 
the Maritime Origins of Boston’s 1689 Revolution. Several other papers on 
British related topics appeared under other rubrics. In a session on global 
maritime issues, for example, Anthony Peebler spoke on Anglo-American 
Rivalry in the Pacific and the Decline of Hawaiian independence.

On the social side of the conference, a reception was held for graduate 
students and maritime scholars in the early years of their careers, while 
the main reception followed at the hotel. On Saturday morning, the Bizzy 
Bee Water Taxi provided regular service every half hour from downtown 
Wilmington to the museum battleship North Carolina and that same 
afternoon Cape Fear Riverboats provided a two-hour harbour cruise.

The conference banquet took place at the Embassy Suites during which the 
Prize Committee announced NASOH’s annual John Lyman Book Prizes.

Canadian Naval and Maritime History
Winner: Barry Gough, Possessing Meares Island: A historian’s journey into 
the past of Clayoquot Sound, Harbour Publishing

US Naval History
Winner: Michael Bonner and Peter McCord, The Union Blockade in the 
American Civil War: A reassessment, University of Tennessee Press
Honourable Mentions: Claude Berube, On Wide Seas: The US Navy 
in the Jacksonian Era, University of Alabama Press; Edward J. Marolda, 
Admirals Under Fire: The US Navy and the Vietnam War, Texas Tech 
University Press

US Maritime History
Winner: Hannah Farber, Underwriters of the United States: How insurance 
shaped the American founding, Omohundro Institute of Early American 
History and Culture/University of North Carolina Press
Honourable Mention: Timothy D. Walker (ed.), Sailing to Freedom: 
Maritime Dimensions of the Underground Railway, University of 
Massachusetts Press

World Naval and Maritime History
Winner: Nicholas A. Lambert, The War Lords and the Gallipoli Disaster: 
How globalized trade led britain to its worst defeat of the First World War, 
Oxford University Press
Honourable Mention: Dane A. Morrison, Eastward of Good Hope: Early 
America in a dangerous world, Johns Hopkins University Press

Naval and Maritime Science and Technology
Winner: Norman Polmar and Lee J. Mathers, Opening the Great Depths: 
The bathyscaph ‘Trieste’ and pioneers of undersea exploration, Naval 
Institute Press
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Naval and Maritime Reference Works and Published Primary Sources
Winner: William N. Still and Richard A. Stephenson, Shipbuilding in 
North Carolina, 1688–1918, North Carolina Office of Archives & History
Honourable Mention: Nathan Lipfert, Two Centuries of Maine 
Shipbuilding: A Visual History, Down East Books

Naval and Maritime Biography and Autobiography
Winner: Paul Stillwell, Battleship Commander: The life of Vice Admiral 
Willis A. Lee Jr., Naval Institute Press
Honourable Mention: John B. Hattendorf and Pelham Boyer (eds.), To 
the Java Sea: Selections from the diary, reports, and letters of Henry E. 
Eccles, 1940–1942, Naval War College Press

Since your correspondent was unable to attend in person, he is most 
grateful to his colleague, Mark Fiorey, who participated and relayed his 
eyewitness account. The 2023 NASOH conference is tentatively scheduled 
to take place at the Wyndham San Diego Bayside on Harbor Drive in San 
Diego, California, 17–21 May 2023. For further details to be announced, 
see www.nasoh.org 

John B. Hattendorf, FSNR
Corresponding Member for the USA

Towards Zero Emission Greenship Project
On 30 June 2022, the Barcelona Facultat de Nàutica (School of Nautical 
Studies), which is affiliated the Technical University of Catalonia (UPC, 
BarcelonaTech), held the Final Conference of the Towards Zero Emission 
Greenship Project, co-funded by Erasmus+Programme of the European 
Union, aiming to ultimately eliminate harmful emission of gasses to the 
atmosphere by ships, and reduce or eliminate its effects on climate change.

The session began with a welcome given by the co-ordinators of the 
project, the professor nautical studies, Dr Germán de Melo Rodríguez, 
and Dr Reza Ziarati, emeritus and visiting professor in several centres and 
countries, founder and president of the Centre for Factories of the Future.

Then Dr Agustín Martín Mallofré, Dean and professor of the School 
of Nautical Studies and IMO (International Maritime Organization) 
Ambassador, gave the official welcome to the delegates.

The first speech, Introduction and Results of the Greenship Project, 
was given by Dr Reza Ziarati, widely illustrated with the projection of 
many images and schemas, and finished with a list of his most important 
recommendations.

The second was Joaquín Cortés Campa, responsible for the Atmospheric 
Environment of the Port of Barcelona. He spoke about Emissions from 
the Ships in the Barcelona Harbour and explained the plan to improve 
air quality in the port, initiated in 2016, and constantly updated, together 
with the projection of numerous illustrations, data, and schemas.

The third and last speech was given by Benito Núñez Quintanilla, Director 
General of the Merchant Navy, under the title Measures to be Adopted to 
Reduce Emissions into the Atmosphere from Ships who detailed and explained 
the measures currently in force to reduce emissions from shipping.

Then was a general discussion between the 60 delegates, about the issues 
raised by the three speakers.

http://www.nasoh.org
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The session, in English, ran from 10:00 to 12:30, with refreshments and 
an opportunity for further discussion between delegates.

Laureano Carbonell Relat 
Overseas Corresponding Member for Spain

Calls for Papers
‘Trafalgar Chronicle’: publication date Autumn 2023

The Navies of the Georgian Era: An international perspective

For the 2023 edition of the Trafalgar Chronicle, the editors seek carefully 
researched articles on ‘The Navies of the Georgian Era: An international 
perspective’. We want research and analysis on the battles, operations, 
voyages and historically significant events and interactions concerning the 
world’s navies in the Georgian era, 1714–1837.

The Trafalgar Chronicle is the scholarly flagship publication of the 
1805 Club, a non-profit organization with an international membership 
of scholars and enthusiasts of the Georgian maritime era. The 1805 Club 
takes its name from the iconic battle of Trafalgar that gave Nelson his 
acclaimed place in history and confirmed the role of the Royal Navy in 
asserting Britain’s sea power.

Additional Topics: We also seek general interest articles with unique 
perspectives on the maritime and naval history of the Georgian era. 
We invite biographical portraits, articles about battles at sea, maritime 
economics, exploration of foreign shores, foreign relations, politics, etc. We 
also welcome well-documented reports on preservation efforts regarding 
the artefacts, graves, memorials, and monuments of the Nelson era.

For full details please go to https://www.1805club.org/article/call-for-
papers-2023 

To join The 1805 Club, submit a membership application at 
www.1805Club.org.

We welcome articles from 1805 Club members and anyone with an 
interest in the history of the Georgian navy and other navies of the period. 
Our articles have come from writers of varied backgrounds: historians, 
journalists, university students, military personnel, preservationists and 
novelists. Contact tc.editor@1805Club.org for additional information.

Conferences
International Congress of Maritime Museums

12–16 September 2022, Museum of the Atlantic, Halifax, Nova Scotia
The 2022 ICMM Congress will be held from 12–16 September 2022 (with 
a welcome reception on the 11th) at the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. It will be a very special congress, not just 
because it will be the first opportunity for many of us to meet again in 
person after such a long-enforced break, but also because 2022 is the 50th 
Anniversary of the International Congress of Maritime Museums. 

Registration opened early in the New Year, 2022. More details coming 

http://www.1805club.org/
mailto:tc.editor@1805Club.org
https://maritimemuseum.novascotia.ca
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soon at https://icmm-maritime.org/2022congress/ We look forward to 
seeing you there!

Appalling Ocean, Verdant Land
29 September–1 October, Nord University, Bodø, Norway
The 2022 ASANOR (American Studies Association of Norway) conference 
will be held at Nord University, Bodø, Norway from 29 September to 
1 October. We welcome papers from a wide range of fields, including 
literature, history, political science, linguistics, and cultural studies, that 
explore the role of the sea in the American experience.

From the Puritans landing at Plymouth Rock to the digital nomads 
stopping over in San Francisco, the multifarious interchange across the 
seas has, for better or worse, shaped the nation; whether through the 
unspeakable horrors of the Middle Passage or the grateful arrival of 
‘huddled masses yearning to breathe free’, the ceaseless, multidirectional 
traffic of people, ideas, values, expressions, aesthetics, and wares has defined 
and ceaselessly redefined what we think of as American. This process is 
sometimes slow and gradual, sometimes radical, but whether through 
generations of involvement with economic and cultural energies or a 
lightning extension to the imaginative landscape, the importance of the sea 
to the consolidation of the United States would be hard to overestimate.

For more details see https://site.nord.no/asanor2022/ 

Canadian Nautical Research Society/ 
Société Canadienne pour la Recherche Nautique
Ports and Harbours: The convergence of water, land

and humanity
Annual Conference and Meeting, 18–19 August 2022
Registration
Participation in the conference is free for Members of the CNRS. To re-
quest a link for the virtual conference, please send an email to Michael 
Moir at mmoir@yorku.ca with ‘Conference registration’ in the subject 
line. To join the CNRS, please visit our membership page.

Reduced rates are available for students and early career researchers.
Full details of the conference are available on the CNRS/SCRN website 

at https://www.cnrs-scrn.org/admin/conf_prog_2022_e.html 

Uncovering an Aesthetics of Naval War Literature
16 September 2022, University of Leuven (Belgium)
Humankind has always been drawn to the oceans: to the dangers lurking 
under their waves; their possibilities for exploring unknown regions and 
their promise of cultural and economic prosperity; the scientific knowledge 
they hold, and so on. However, of equal importance to human interaction 
with the oceans is their connection to military power and destruction, as 
the seas have often been the scene of history-deciding battles (e.g. Actium, 
Lepanto, Trafalgar, Midway). Naval military tactician Alfred Thayer 
Mahan goes as far to state that a nation’s ‘Sea Power’ is the conclusive 
factor in determining its world-dominating force: Only a state with a 
strong fleet can rule the ocean; and he who rules the ocean, dominates 
the world. Today’s large-scale maritime exercises (often concerted military 

mailto:mmoir@yorku.ca
https://www.cnrs-scrn.org/membership/index_e.html
https://www.cnrs-scrn.org/admin/conf_prog_2022_e.html
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actions by different nations, like Exercise RIMPAC), accompanied by PR-
stunts that demonstrate national fleets’ military prowess, clearly show the 
continuing relevance of this thesis (DeLoughrey).
For more details see https://globalmaritimehistory.com/cfp-uncovering-
an-aesthetics-of-naval-war-literature/ 

Maritime History North 
in conjunction with 

The Society for Nautical Research and 
The Newcastle upon Tyne Trinity 

House 
Piracy! Ancient and Modern

Autumn 2022 Conference 
12 October 2022, Trinity House, Broad Chare, Newcastle upon Tyne

1000 Arrival
1030 Registration and tea/coffee
1100 Opening Address and Welcome Lt Cdr Alison Telfer RD RNR
1115 What is a Pirate, Buccaneer, Privateer or Corsair? From early 

days to The Golden Age Lt Cdr Alison Telfer RD RNR
1200 The Battle of Cape Lopez in 1722 – the end of The Golden Age 

of Piracy Dr David Davies, Chairman SNR
1245 Lunch and Guided Tour of Trinity House, with thanks to 

Captain Stephen C Healy, FNI, Master of Trinity House, 
Newcastle upon Tyne

1400 The Personal Cost of Piracy tba
1445 Countering Modern Piracy Captain David Bancroft MN RNR, 

Security Officer, Chevron Shipping
1530 Questions and Discussions 
1600 Close 

Please let Alison Telfer treasurer.mhn@gmail.com know if you are interested 
in attending as closer to the date she will be extending the invitation to 
other local organizations. Ticket prices are yet to be confirmed but as 
always, will be kept as low as possible. Additionally, there is parking and 
reasonably priced accommodation close by – and lots to see in the city 
itself. 

https://globalmaritimehistory.com/cfp-uncovering-an-aesthetics-of-naval-war-literature/
https://globalmaritimehistory.com/cfp-uncovering-an-aesthetics-of-naval-war-literature/
mailto:treasurer.mhn@gmail.com
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Maritime Heritage Network 
Sea Change: 

Challenges and opportunities for UK Maritime Heritage

19–21 October 2022, Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, 
This October the Maritime Heritage Network will convene the United 
Kingdom Maritime Heritage Forum (UKMHF) for the first time since 
2019.

As organizations and individuals, through museums, archives, historic 
or working ships, we are all preserving, sharing and seeking relevance for 
our heritage within a changing world. The contemporary significance of 
the maritime sector has become more visible in recent times, and together, 
working across maritime heritage, we can embrace new challenges and 
create opportunities. 

This year’s UKMHF aims to embrace change head-on, to apply lessons 
from recent experience and to look forward. Whether you are a senior 
leader or consultant, a conservator, curator or archivist, a historian or 
researcher, a specialist in engagement or interpretation, a volunteer or 
operator of working craft – or a mixture of all – we want to hear your 
experiences and ideas on adapting to change. 

The conference theme is ‘Sea Change’, with sessions structured to look 
at best practice and creative responses in different areas.

Creative change
Which recent changes have proved valuable, and which will be transitory? 
Will hybrid events continue? How have digital and online projects adapted 
and benefited? What further change is necessary for heritage organizations 
to flourish?
Environment and climate change
How can maritime heritage organisations work sustainably? What are the 
most pressing risks to maritime heritage from climate change? How are 
you meeting these challenges? How can we engage new audiences through 
the theme of climate change? Can we use climate change to encourage new 
interpretations of our heritage.
Widening access and participation
What changes will improve access (both physical and digital)? How can 
we adjust and offer best practice to increase participation? How can our 
ships, collections and narratives be mined for under-represented histories, 
or connect to debates on decolonization? Which new communities can we 
engage with and how?

For more detail go to https://www.nmrn.org.uk/events/sea-change-
challenges-and-opportunities-uk-maritime-heritage

Sixth Medieval Europe in Motion Conference: The Sea
28 November–1 December 2022, Institute of Medieval Studies, FCSH– 

NOVA University of Lisbon

How bold and skilled was the man who first made a ship and put to 
sea before the wind, seeking a land he could not see and a shore he 
could not know. Robert Wace (about 1110–about 1174) 

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/events/sea-change-challenges-and-opportunities-uk-maritime-heritage
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/events/sea-change-challenges-and-opportunities-uk-maritime-heritage
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Depending on where one stood in Europe in the Middle Ages, the sea 
could either be the centre of the known world or its ultimate edge. This 
mixed potential has always drawn humans into the big unknown, allowing 
them to use the sea to catch fish, to sail towards distant lands for reasons of 
faith and trade, to establish contacts with civilizations of different creeds, 
to wage wars for political and economic domination, and inspired them to 
write poetry and dream about the world beyond. All of this is reflected 
in the abundant research from archaeology, art history, history, literature 
and other disciplines that, in past decades, have investigated fisheries and 
natural resources, overseas trade and commercial institutions, maritime 
power and socio-economic conflict management, and religious migrations, 
among other topics.

The conference will also have a section dedicated to Medieval Lisbon 
and the Sea, continuing the tradition of studies on medieval Lisbon within 
the Institute of Medieval Studies. 

Official languages: English, Portuguese, Spanish, French, Italian 

Exhibitions
Sailing to Freedom: Maritime Dimensions of the Underground 

Railroad
To 20 November 2022, Center Street Gallery New Bedford Whaling 

Museum, New Bedford, MA

The advantages of escape by boat were early discerned by slaves 
living near the coast or along inland rivers. Vessels engaged in our 
coastwise trade became more or less involved in transporting fugitives 
from Southern ports to Northern soil. William H. Siebert, The 
Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom (1898), 81

Self-emancipation along the Underground Railroad was not entirely 
by overland routes. What has been largely overlooked by historians is 
the great number of enslaved persons who made their way to freedom 
using coastal water routes along the Atlantic seaboard. Enslaved African 
Americans often escaped by sea aboard merchant and passenger ships, or 
using smaller watercraft.

This ground-breaking exhibition expands our understanding of how 
freedom was achieved by sea and what the journey looked like for many 
African Americans.

Research undertaken for this exhibition demonstrates that a far larger 
number of fugitives than previously thought actually escaped bondage by 
sea, especially those fleeing from coastal areas in the Deep South, where 
slaves were commonly employed in diverse maritime industries, such 
as: estuary and near-coastal fishing or oystering, tidal river boatmen and 
ferrymen, coastwise cargo shipping crews, shipyard artisans, or stevedores 
and longshoremen.

For more details go to https://www.whalingmuseum.org/exhibition/
sailing-to-freedom/?fbclid=IwAR 

https://www.fcsh.unl.pt/en/unidades-investigacao/iem-en/
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/exhibition/sailing-to-freedom/?fbclid=IwAR
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/exhibition/sailing-to-freedom/?fbclid=IwAR
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National Museum of the Royal Navy 
Fleet Air Arm Museum

40th Anniversary Falklands Conflict Exhibition

RNAS Yeovilton, Ilchester BA22 8HT
Museum open 10 a.m.–4.30 p.m., Wednesday–Sunday 
Open all week during Somerset school holidays, from February to 

October
See the Falklands war through the eyes of a Royal Navy petty officer who 
served during the war. 

Forty years on from the Falklands conflict the Falklands exhibition 
space has been refreshed to include an exhibition of original photographs 
by Peter Holdgate, who was a petty officer and a Commando Forces 
photographer on the Falkland Islands and his photographs, including the 
iconic The Yomper, provide a first-hand record of the conflict.

For details see 
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/visit-us/fleet-air-arm-museum/40th-

anniversary-falklands-conflict-exhibition 

NMRN Hartlepool 
Fighting Ships

Jackson Dock, Maritime Ave, Hartlepool TS24 0XZ
Museum open 10 a.m.–5 p.m., open daily from April to October

See the secrets of war unfold before you in the moving and stirring story 
of HMS Prosperity. Move through the exhibition as each part of the ship is 
brought to life and the stories of those who served onboard are revealed.

Narrated by a young member of the ship’s crew, the dramatic 
reconstruction of what happened is unleashed for all to see, hear and feel.

Learn about the bloody reality of war and how the men prepared to 
battle the French.

For details see 
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/visit-us/hartlepool/fighting-ships 

Historic Dockyard Chatham
National Historic Ships UK 2021 Photography Competition

Pipe Bending Floor, No. 1 Smithery, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Come and see the 2021 National Historic Ships photography competition 
entries. Displayed for the first time at the Historic Dockyard Chatham, 
this exhibition, entitled ‘Back to the Water,’ showcases a fascinating range 
of traditional heritage vessels captured by amateur photographers around 
the UK.

No booking required, entry is included in your admission ticket
The National Historic Ships Photography Competition has been 

running since 2010 and is part of a wider Awards programme recognizing 
volunteer achievement, excellence in conservation, skills development and 
historic vessel outreach. Awards are made at an annual ceremony with 
winners taking home a certificate and prize.

The 2022 photography competition is open for entries from 1 May to 

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/visit-us/fleet-air-arm-museum/40th-anniversary-falklands-conflict-exhibition
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/visit-us/fleet-air-arm-museum/40th-anniversary-falklands-conflict-exhibition
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/visit-us/hartlepool/fighting-ships
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31 August with a theme of ‘Journeys’. Discover this year’s prizes, meet the 
judges and sponsors, view previous entries or submit your entry online 
here.

https://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/national-historic-ships-
photography-competition/ 

Diving Deep: HMS ‘Invincible 1744’
In partnership with the National Museum of the Royal Navy

To 20 November 2022

Join us to explore our new, immersive exhibition showcasing objects and 
findings from the Diving Deep: HMS Invincible archaeological excavation.

The exhibition tells the story of the amazing Invincible, her capture, the 
contribution she made to the British Royal Navy and ship design and her 
subsequent sinking and rediscovery by a local fisherman, Arthur Mack, 
nearly 200 years later.

Entry to the exhibition is included in your admission ticket to The 
Dockyard.

h t t p s : / / t h e d o c k y a r d . c o . u k / w h a t s - o n / d i v i n g - d e e p - h m s -
invincible-1744/

HMS ‘Unicorn’
Robert Seppings: Designing the Unicorn

South Victoria Dock Road, Victoria Dock, Dundee, DD1 3BP
Open Tuesday to Sunday 10 a.m.–4 p.m. (last entry 3:30 p.m.)
To 31 October 2022

HMS Unicorn’s annual exhibition programme is 
designed for visitors of all ages and interests. Focusing 
on different areas of maritime, naval and social history, 
our teamwork alongside historians, artists and veterans 
to produce a variety of new exhibitions throughout the 
year.

Who designed Unicorn? And why was it so 
innovative?

HMS Unicorn’s summer exhibition explores the 
history of Robert Seppings, Surveyor of the Navy, 
ship designer, and engineer who introduced many 
innovations to ship design that would last for the next 
hundred years. 

This exhibition and its research was kindly funded 
by the Naval Dockyards Society.

http://www.frigateunicorn.org/on-board/exhibitions 

https://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/photocomp
https://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/national-historic-ships-photography-competition/
https://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/national-historic-ships-photography-competition/
https://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/diving-deep-hms-invincible-1744/
https://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/diving-deep-hms-invincible-1744/
http://www.frigateunicorn.org/on-board/exhibitions
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The Tall Ship ‘Glenlee’
The Apprentice’s Tale

150 Pointhouse Place, Glasgow, G3 8RS

The Tall Ship Glenlee is delighted to announce that 
we are one of the recipients of Visit Scotland’s Year 
of Stories 2022 funding. Our ambitious project ‘The 
Apprentice’s Tale’, will centre around the logbook of 
Ernest Andersen (Andy), an apprentice on board our 
ship during the last months of World War One. During 
a voyage of 81 days at sea, sailing from Sydney to Cape 
Town with a cargo of wheat, the young Andy kept 
a detailed logbook in which he chronicled his time 
onboard the ship.

An exhibition onboard the Glenlee will explore the 
experiences and adventures of this young man on the 
very ship on which he lived and worked over a century 

ago. Through a digital mapping tool, Andy’s global journey will be shared 
worldwide on our website by tracing his voyage from Australia to South 
Africa on a day-to-day basis.

The Apprentice’s Tale will open in late August and run through to 
November.

https://thetallship.com/news/the-apprentice-s-tale-funding-
announcement/ 

Events
A History Day and Commemorative Dinner to celebrate 

the 150th Anniversary of the Great Tea Race between 
‘Thermopylae’ and ‘Cutty Sark’

Saturday 15 October 2022, Aberdeen Maritime Museum
You are cordially invited to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of a great tea 
clipper race between the Aberdeen-built and owned Thermopylæ and her 
rival Cutty Sark in 1872. Both tea-laden ships embarked from Shanghai on 
18 June 1872. Thermopylæ came in first, 115 days out, arriving in London 
on 11th October 1872, a full seven days ahead of her formidable rival.

The day will celebrate the Heritage, Innovation and Enterprise of 
Aberdeen both then and now, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the Aberdeen 
Maritime Museum with a series of fascinating talks, lunch and city tours. 
The main speakers will be
Captain Peter King,Fellow of the Society for Nautical Research and author 
of a definitive history of Geo. Thompson Jnr’s shipping enterprise, ‘The 
Aberdeen Line’ and the history of the Thomson and Henderson family.
Museum Curator on the Maritime Museum, the history of the marine, oil 
and renewables sector, and the progression from the clipper ship era to 
Aberdeen’s international reputation for innovation.
Price is £20 this includes all refreshments and lunch 

The Tall Ship ‘Glenlee’ (Editor’s 
archive)

https://thetallship.com/news/the-apprentice-s-tale-funding-announcement/
https://thetallship.com/news/the-apprentice-s-tale-funding-announcement/
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The Aberdeen Douglas Hotel is offering a Clipper Race accommodation 
package to include bed and breakfast for Friday 14 October and Saturday 
15 October. Single rooms from £58 and doubles from £75 (including 
breakfast) are available. 

There will be from 6.30 p.m.–11.30 p.m., a black-tie anniversary dinner 
at the hotel. The three-course meal will be interspersed with four six-
minute illustrated talks by experts on

• The clipper ship era and how it has led innovation today.
• The inns and coffee houses of the 1850s and the part they played in 

the development of the international maritime trade which we know 
today.

• Aberdeen and its role in renewable energy innovation; and
• The Clipper 150 Anniversary Legacy – supporting the Sea Cadets and 

young people’s navigation and future skills.
10:30 p.m. Commemorative Speech

Please visit https://aberdeendouglas.com/ and enter code 150CR 
on your booking for the discount.

Full details of this event can be found at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/150th-anniversary-of-thecutty-sark-

vs-thermopylae-tea-clipper-race-tickets-359681756817 

Children and Young People
It is August, the long summer holiday is here with parental/grandparental 
responsibilities looming large. Are you wondering how to ensure that you 
can enjoy a day out with the younger members of the family and have 
time to browse a bit of maritime history, and perhaps even a short time on 
your own while they are enjoying themselves? Many maritime museums, 
large and small organise activities for children and young people, some 
with carers and some without. They are also a great introduction to our 
maritime history for the youngsters. If you are near the coast this summer, 
you will rarely be very far from a maritime museum, and here are a few 
fun things for the family:

National Museum of the Royal Navy
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard

Battle it out at Laser Quest Portsmouth

Now Taking Bookings!
When looking for a game of laser tag, don’t forget Laser Quest 

Portsmouth at Action Stations for the ultimate adrenaline fuelled shoot 
out. Target team mates and hide behind barriers as you battle it out inside 
our laser tag experience.

Laser Quest at Actions Stations is also available for groups and birthday 
parties with a minimum of 6 players – pre-booking is essential

Billy the Sailor King 

Join our storyteller and listen as they share tales of Billy, the Sailor King – 
Britain’s only monarch who served in the Royal Navy. Storytelling is a fun 
way to discover more about our amazing collection, objects and people.

https://aberdeendouglas.com/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/150th-anniversary-of-thecutty-sark-vs-thermopylae-tea-clipper-race-tickets-359681756817
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/150th-anniversary-of-thecutty-sark-vs-thermopylae-tea-clipper-race-tickets-359681756817
https://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/site-attractions/attractions/laser-quest-portsmouth?gclid=Cj0KCQjw8uOWBhDXARIsAOxKJ2GJdPc8_lVIni-5VrSGG95TvJ7eCANB9dYShbQiuvk_ihF9LUb9JiQaAprPEALw_wcB
https://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/site-attractions/attractions/laser-quest-portsmouth?gclid=Cj0KCQjw8uOWBhDXARIsAOxKJ2GJdPc8_lVIni-5VrSGG95TvJ7eCANB9dYShbQiuvk_ihF9LUb9JiQaAprPEALw_wcB
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/events/billy-sailor-king
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Royal Navy Submarine Museum, Gosport
Corgis Aboard!

Saturday and Sunday 6/7, 13/14, 20/21, 27/28 August, 3/4 September 
12–3 p.m. Royal Navy Submarine Museum

Join a storytelling Jubilee special on the Royal Yacht featuring a rather 
mischievous corgi!’
All ages welcome, free with valid ticket, but please check schedule on the 
day of visit as these may vary.

Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton
Throughout Summer 2022, explore our new aircraft carrier experience and 
discover how the Royal Navy operates its airfield at sea. 

Carrier Curiosity: Carrier Family Activity Trail

Take our new activity trail around the museum, learning about life on 
board an aircraft carrier and how our aircraft operate from them. Watch 
the preparations here, https://twitter.com/i/status/1549997619165937664 

Carrier Curiosity: F-35 VR experience

Experience an exciting simulated flight onboard an F-35 jet, with our VR 
headset experience, every Friday during the Summer holidays.

This virtual reality experience is only available for those 13 years old 
and over.

FAAMily Fun in the Sun! in association with Aggie Weston’s

25 August 2022
Join us on the Fleet Air Arm Museum green for fun, games and maybe an 
Ice cream or two from our pop up shop! Take part in parachute games, 
play on our play area, and visit our pop up stalls- all are welcome. Bring 
a picnic, sit back and relax! Meet members of the RNAS Yeovilton Fire 
Station, explore one of their vehicles and find out how they help keep the 
air station safe.

Historic Dockyard Chatham
The Historic Dockyard’s Supersized Summer 

Sound The Octo-Alert!

The Octonauts are dropping anchor at The Historic Dockyard Chatham 
this summer. From 28 May – 4 September join Captain Barnacles and the 
Octonauts on an interactive, activity-based adventure through the tides of 
maritime history, learning the key skills needed to join the Octo-Crew.

Science of the Sea

From 6-12 years. Fun activities include ‘Ship Building Challenge’ where 
you’ll build and test your own ship in our unique Dockyard tow tank; 
‘Ready Aim Fire!’ – rocket firing, inspired by HMS Cavalier’s Seacat 
missiles, and ‘Gun Deck Challenge’ preparing and firing model cannons, 
inspired by the guns (cannons) onboard HMS Victory. Grown-ups, you 
will have fun with these activities too!

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/events/corgis-aboard
https://www.fleetairarm.com/event/245.aspx
https://twitter.com/i/status/1549997619165937664
https://www.fleetairarm.com/event/246.aspx
https://www.fleetairarm.com/event/246.aspx
https://www.fleetairarm.com/event/248.aspx
https://thedockyard.co.uk/whats-on/supersized-summer/
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National Maritime Museum
The Ahoy Gallery for 0-7 year olds

Polar exploration, pirates and a host of other maritime themes are brought 
to life in this playful and immersive gallery for under-7s. Stoke the boiler 
of a steamship, buy and sell fish in the market place and make new friends 
in the interactive boatyard! Come inside and let the kinds explore!

Character Encounters 
Join an exciting performance and see maritime history brought to life.
Visit the Museum every Saturday to discover a different character from 
history with their own fascinating story to tell!

For the full programme of family activities go to Family Fun

National Maritime Museum Cornwall
Summer’s Arrived for Families at NMMC

With a packed programme of events and things to do this summer, National 
Maritime Museum Cornwall is the coolest place to be for families! Grab 
all the gang and set sail for fun. Activities include craft sessions, tracking 
monsters, becoming and RNLI lifeguard and sailing remote controlled 
boats.

Or for something different, how about climbing the rigging of the SS 
Great Britain in Bristol?

And it is not only happening at the larger museums. Have a look at 
the programmes for young people at the Time and Tide Museum in 
Great Yarmouth and the Shipwreck Treasure Museum at Charlestown, 
Cornwall. If you are near the coast this summer, you are never far from a 
local maritime museum. 

Lectures
E. G. R. Taylor Lecture, Royal Institute of Navigation

Thursday 13 October 2022, Royal Geographical Society, 1 Kensington 
Gore, South Kensington, London se7 2a

Reconstructing the navigational clues to the sinking location of 
Shackleton’s Vessel ‘Endurance’ David Mearns

Summary In the field of shipwreck exploration no other in the world 
strikes the imagination like Shackleton’s Endurance, and no other has been 
harder to find. As Shackleton’s writings and Hurley’s photographs testify, 
Endurance was lost in the heart of the Weddell Sea of Antarctica, 3,000 
metres beneath the surface covered by a permanent wedge of sea-ice that 
waxes and wanes with the seasons but never leaves. Shifting constantly due 
to current and wind, the ice pack can build from an average of 2 metres 
thickness to over 5 metres when rafted and still poses the same danger 
to ships and people as in Shackleton’s time. If the wreck is ever found, 
however, its discovery will be primarily owed to two remarkable men of 
Shackleton’s crew and the handful of navigational clues they left like a trail 
of breadcrumbs. 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/national-maritime-museum/attractions/ahoy-childrens-gallery
https://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/national-maritime-museum/character-encounters
https://www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on?srch=&d_f=&d_t=2022-12-05&ev_type=67451&loc=67674
https://nmmc.co.uk/2021/07/summers-arrived-for-families-at-nmmc/
https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/things-to-do/go-aloft/
https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/things-to-do/go-aloft/
https://www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk/time-tide/whats-on/summer-holiday
https://www.shipwreckcharlestown.co.uk/events/become-a-polar-pro/
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David Mearns is a chartered marine scientist, award-winning author 
and expedition leader. He is one of the world’s most successful deep-sea 
shipwreck hunters having located 26 major shipwrecks with an overall 90 
per cent success rate and has been awarded five Guinness World Records. 
David was judge of the Shell Ocean discovery XPRIZE and currently 
serves on the scientific advisory board of the Schmidt Ocean Institute.

David’s most important discoveries include Lucona, a cargo ship at the 
centre of a sensational European murder trial; HMS Hood, the famous 
British battlecruiser sunk in an apocalyptic battle with Bismarck; and the 
Australian light-cruiser HMAS Sydney. David was also key member of 
Paul Allen’s team that located the iconic Japanese battleship Musashi in the 
Sibuyan Sea, Philippines.

Registration now available through the RGS website at https://www.
rgs.org/events/autumn-2022/reconstructing-the-navigational-clues/

42nd World Ship Society Naval Meeting
15 October 2022, 1000–1730, at the Royal Maritime Club, 75–80 Queen 

Street, Portsmouth po1 3hs

The 42nd WSS Naval Meeting (postponed from June 2020 due to the 
pandemic) will take place on Saturday 15 October 2022 in the Royal 
Maritime Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. Doors open at 1000 and the 
meeting will end at 1730. 

The 13th D K Brown Lecture will be given by Dr Ian Buxton (The 
Goodall Diaries 1936–1944); other presentations will be given by 
Professor Andrew Lambert (Late Victorian Ship Design as a Symbol: The 
development of the iconography of ships of the ironclad/pre-dreadnought 
eras), Mark Brady (Naval Gunfire Support during the 1982 Falklands 
Conflict), Nick Hawkins (HMS ‘Vanguard’, Britain’s Last Battleship) and 
a speaker from Fleet HQ (to be confirmed) on a significant recent/current 
Royal Navy operation.

Following the untimely death of Dr Richard Osborne the meeting is 
‘under new management’, and in a new venue, but the guiding principle 
is ‘Steady As She Goes’. The intention remains to draw together persons 
with an interest in naval matters from the Victorian Era to the present 
day – academic historians, naval professionals, authors, ‘enthusiasts’, etc.  
and it is emphasized that the meeting (to be resumed as an annual event) 
is ‘organized by’ the WSS rather than being ‘exclusively for’ the society’s 
members.

Sale of Naval-Interest Books

There are currently several ‘naval-interest’ books at the WSS Chatham 
Library which are to be sold – e.g because the library already has at least 
one copy – to raise funds to maintain the library, etc. Some are well-
known ‘old favourites’, but there may be the opportunity to replace/
supplement a (very) well-thumbed/annotated copy with one in better 
condition. Others, in most cases recently-bequeathed after the death of a 
WSS member, are quite rare. A list of books to be offered for sale, at prices 
which in ‘UK Book Trade terms’ will be ‘very reasonable’, and in the first 
instance specifically to those attending the 2022 WSS Naval Meeting, is 



Topmasts no. 43

48

currently being compiled at Chatham. The intention is to circulate that 
list early in September to those who will attend said meeting, with those 
books subsequently ordered being available for purchase/collection at the 
meeting on Saturday 15 October.

For further details, and to book attendance, please contact Mark Brady 
(Tel: 023-9237-9278 / E-mail mrbrady@btinternet.com) 

HQS ‘Wellington’
The latest lectures in the excellent HQS Wellington Trust series, Removal 
of the wreck of the ‘Costa Concirdia’; Operation Title – Sink the Tirpitz; 
and Shipwrecks in the Thames can now be seen online, as all lectures since 
October 2020 have now been posted on their website at https://www.
thewellingtontrust.org/events-past-lectures-and-exhibitions/ 

The online lectures given by a distinguished list of speakers cover a very 
wide range of maritime related subjects, from Scottish lighthouses to ship 
modelling and UK maritime heritage and tales from the sea. 

Access to these talks is free, but there is a ‘Donate’ button that can be 
used to show your appreciation to the trust for organising these very 
interesting lectures. 

Podcasts
The Mariner’s Mirror Podcast

The Mariner’s Mirror Podcast, supported by SNR and the Lloyds Register 
Foundation, continues to go from strength to strength. With one foot in the 
present and one in the past, the podcast brings you the most exciting and 
interesting current maritime projects worldwide, including excavations of 
shipwrecks; the restoration of historic ships; sailing classic yachts and tall 
ships; unprecedented behind the scenes access to exhibitions; museums and 
archives worldwide; primary sources and accounts that bring the maritime 
past alive as never before. The podcast is presented by Dr Sam Willis, well 
known for presenting many history programmes on television. 

Recent editions have included Iconic Ships: Sutton Hoo with Tim Kirk, 
shipwright; Henrys V’s Grace Dieu, with Susan Rose FSNR; and SS United 
States with Susan Gibbs, granddaughter of the ship’s designer. Also The 
Propellor, an animated film with Joanna Mathers from SS Great Britain; 
and Maritime motherhood.

For The Mariner’s Mirror Podcast go to https://play.acast.com/s/the-
mariners-mirror-podcast 

New Books by Members

Stephen Davies Transport to Another World: HMS ‘Tamar’ and the 
sinews of empire, University of Hong Kong, 2022, £35.95
Mementoes of HMS Tamar abound in Hong Kong, but what is really 
known about this troopship and her role in the maintenance of British 
imperial rule? Using logbooks, newspapers, and numerous other sources, 
this book pieces together the multifaceted and largely unknown history of 
the Tamar . From her launch into service to her roles as a hospital, theatre 

mailto:mrbrady@btinternet.com
https://www.thewellingtontrust.org/events-past-lectures-and-exhibitions/
https://www.thewellingtontrust.org/events-past-lectures-and-exhibitions/
https://play.acast.com/s/the-mariners-mirror-podcast
https://play.acast.com/s/the-mariners-mirror-podcast


Topmasts no. 43

49

stage, and transport for military personnel, the Tamar 
carried not just people, but also their mundane dreams and 
ambitions, for friends, families and staying alive. Any ideas 
or concerns about sustaining the empire seldom featured in 
their minds at all, but it was this empire that the Tamar served 
for 79 years, steaming the equivalent of 32 times around the 
Earth and transporting tens of thousands of people to what 
would seem to them another world. 

In this engaging narrative, the Tamar’s exploits and the 
experiences of her crew and passengers parallel those of the 
British Empire and its subjects, bringing to life the realities 
of imperial life on land and at sea. As mud continues to settle 

over the Tamar’s forgotten remains in Hong Kong’s Victoria Harbour, 
Transport to Another World will appeal to historians and readers interested 
in maritime history and colonial Hong Kong in general, and makes a case 
for conserving the memory of a past some would prefer to forget.

Paul Gill Armageddon in the Arctic Ocean: Up the hawse 
pipe from galley boy to third mate on a legendary Liberty 
ship in the biggest convoy battle of World War II Hellgate 
Press, paperback, £17.46
Paul Gill Senior, a native of south Boston, Massachusetts, was 
the 22-year-old third mate on the Liberty ship SS Nathanael 
Greene (one of just nine merchant ships to be recognized as 
a Gallant Ship of the Second World War), which sailed to 
Archangel, Russia, with Convoy PQ18 in September 1942.

Armageddon in the Arctic Ocean is Gill’s memoir 
chronicling his life from the Great Depression through his 
service in the US Navy during the Second World War and 

his later graduation from Harvard Business School.
Along the way, readers will learn of his enrolment in the Civilian 

Conservation Corp at age 15; how he joined the Merchant Marine and 
made eight passages to European ports as a 16-year-old; his riding the 
rails across the United States in search of work in 1938; his return to the 
Merchant Marine and ascension ‘up the hawse pipe’ to become a licensed 
Merchant Marine officer; his participation in the biggest convoy battle of 
the Second World War; the destruction of the Nathanael Greene off the 
coast of North Africa by U-565; and more.
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Society for Nautical Research
Membership Report 1 April 2022 to 30 June 2022

Stuart Pratt Essex, Massachusetts, USA
Jonathan Seagrave Bristol
Diane Purkiss Faringdon, Oxfordshire
Peter Miller West Kirby, The Wirral
Samuel Jefferson Sète, Occitanie, France
Thomas Riley Fargo, North Dakota, USA
Gregor Parker St Helens, Lancashire
Janet Scase Shrewsbury, Shropshire
Lynn Dawson Douglas, Isle of Man
Ljiljaná Ortolja-Baird Quendon, Essex
Scott Langford Vancouver, Washington. USA
Benerson Little Huntsville, Alabama, USA
Iain Harding Guildford, Surrey
James Walton  Durham
James Robertson New York, USA
Simon Daniels Southampton, Hampshire
Ulrike Gehring Truiel, Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany
Gillian Knight Billingshurst, West Sussex
Jasper Cook London
Keith Gatt Kalkara, Malta
Charlie Carder Nottingham
Garth Cameron Dunedin, New Zealand
Rhyddian Williams Cowes, Isle of Wight
Donald Carleton Jr Montpellier, France
Francis DuCoin Stuart, Florida, USA
Martin Stockdale Waterford, Ireland
Derek Prince London
Tyler Trevell Hereford
Roy Adkins Exeter, Devon
Paul O’Keeffe Llanfairfenchan, Conwy
Niall Duncan Reading, Berkshire
Robert Ratliff Boulder, Colorado, USA
Christopher Weeks Douglas, Isle of Man

Students
Michael McCarthy Wandi, Western Australia
Daniel Ennis Conway, South Carolina, USA
Guy Lewin-Smith Cambridge
Charlotte Hall Glasgow
Mia Keizner Chigwell, Essex
Chanda Burgoon Seguin, Texas, USA
David Williams London
Henry Snow Mansfield, Connecticut, USA
Eliza Cane-Honeysett Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey
Hannah Eastham Oxford

Reported deaths
Douglas Tolbert Austin, Texas
Charles Graham Clark Bath, Somerset
Roger M.H. Abbott Hawick, Scotland
Michael Simmonds Old Portsmouth, Hampshire
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